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First  set  down  in  Hebrew,  Aramaic,  and  Greek 
in  the  regions  adjoining  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  within  the  period  from  750 
B.C.  to  150  A.D.  by  various  prophets,  teachers, 
story  tellers,  poets3  philosophers,  dramatists,  and 
historians,  many  of  them  unknown. 


known  as  THE  AUTHORIZED  VERSION,  was  made  at 
the  instigation  of  King  James  the  First  during 
the  years  1604  to  16 1 1  by  four  and  fifty  learned 
men  of  the  Church  of  England  who  took  ac- 
count of  the  earlier  labors  of  St.  Jerome,  John 
Wychf,  Martin  Luther,  William  Tyndale,  Miles 
Coverdale,  William  Whittingham,  and  others. 


In  this  edition  the  text  oj  the  King  James  Version  is  followed,  except 

in  the  case  of  Proverbs,  Job,  Ecclcsiastes,  and  the  Song  of  Songs,  where 

tlwt  of  the  "Revised  Version  is  used;  the  arrangement  of  the  books  is  by 

time  and  subject  matter;  prose  passages  are  printed  as  prose,  verse  as 

verse,  drama  as  drama;  letters  as  letters;  the  spelling  and  piwcluatiw 

an  modernized;  genealogies  and  repetitious  are  omitted* ,  as  well  as 

the  whole  of  Chronicles,  the  minor  Epistles,  and  similar  unimportant 

passages  throughout,  to  the  end  that  the  Bible 
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The  Longevity  of  Literature 

APART  FROM  SENTIMENT,  quite  as  a  matter  of  simple  realistic  facl,  art 
outlasts  all  other  forms  of  human  endeavor.  Kingdoms,  empires,  and 
civilizations  rise  and  fall;  their  laws,  their  political  organizations,  their 
religions  vanish;  their  customs  and  all  their  ways  of  life  disappear  from 
the  face  of  the  earth;  but  the  art  that  they  have  managed  to  create  re- 
mains.  So  true  is  this,  that  it  is  usually  from  the  artistic  records  that 
have  come  down  to  us,  that  historians  and  archeologists  reconstruct  the 
story  of  the  past,  more  or  less  complete  according  as  it  was  embodied  at 
the  time  in  pottery,  painting,  and  sculpture,  works  of  architeclure,  or 
works  of  literature. 

And  of  all  forms  of  art,  literature,  recorded  on  the  frailest  of  mate- 
rials, has  had  the  strongest  lien  on  immortality.  More  than  a  millen- 
nium of  ruin  has  destroyed  the  Theatre  of  Dionysus,  most  famous  in  the 
world,  but  the  greatest  of  the  plays  produced  there  are  still  enaded  to- 
day. The  Pyramid  Texts  will  probably  outlast  the  Pyramids.  True  even 
of  the  centuries  of  parchment  and  papyrus,  the  superior  longevity  of  the 
written  word  was  established  beyond  the  possibility  of  rivalry  when 
through  the  invention  of  movable  type  it  attained  the  perpetuity  of  print- 
ing. Shakespeare  was  uttering  no  futile  boast  when  he  declared — 
"Not  marble,  nor  the  gilded  monuments 
Of  princes,  shall  outlast  this  powerful  rhyme"; 

the  very  name  of  the  noble  youth  to  whom  he  dedicated  it  is  uncertain, 
the  personality  of  the  author  himself  is  so  shadowy  that  not  a  few  men, 
otherwise  intelligent,  have  attributed  his  work  to  strangers,  but  the 
powerful  rhyme  is,  if  anythingyJHorepow^rfid  than  when  it  was  first 
uttered. 
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{B$fiifig  some  strange  degradation  of  human  nature  which  should  cause 
it  to  lose3  entirely  its  sense  of  values,  literature  is  the  safest  of  our  posses- 
sions. JSjp  minor  reversion  to  barbarism  or  contemporary  burning  of  the 
boohs  need  worry  us.  Harried  as  we  have  been  by  fortune,  slaves  of  me- 
chanical necessity,  poor  enough  in  spiritual  qualities  in  all  conscience,  we 
human  beings  nevertheless  have  in  the  past  chosen  to  preserve  our  liter- 
ature as  our  one  priceless  treasure,  and  so  long  as  we  remain  human 
in  any  sense  that  the  word  now  conveys,  this  happy  condition  will  con- 
tinue. 

It  would  be,  however,  the  grossest  of  pretenses  to  maintain  that  this 
treasure  has  ever  been  universally  enjoyed  or  to  deny  that  during  consid- 
erable periods  it  has  been  almost  entirely  neglected.  For  various  reasons, 
large  sections  of  world  literature  have  at  one  time  or  another  temporarily 
lost  their  power  of  inspiration,  for  all  but  a  few  scholars. 

Decline  in  Knowledge  of  the,  Bible 

T^iow  the  Bible,  containing  the  best  of  a  great  people's  literature  during 
nearly  ten  centuries,  is  regarded  throughout  the  Western  World  as  the 
most  important  of  the  world's  boohs.  But  though  esteemed  as  highly  as 
ever,  perhaps  as  pure  literature  esteemed  more  highly  than  ever,  it  is  not 
read  as  formerly. 

This  work,  which  through  the  King  James  translation  became  a  part 
of  the  very  body  of  our  language,  which  was  often  the  one  book  in  the 
possession  of  our  pioneering  ancestors,  its  teachings  intertwined  in  the  warp 
and  woof  of  the  American  tradition,  not  always  for  good  but  unquestion- 
ably making  us  what  we  have  been  and  are,  this  food  of  their  fathers  is 
neglecled  by  the  children.  When  it  became  no  longer  possible  to  regard  the 
Bible  as  the  literal  word  of  God,  or  to  turn  superstitiously  after  the 
manner  of  the  Virgilian  lots  to  any  chance  text  for  immediate  guidance  in 
one's  particular  affairs,  with  the  loss  of  authority  came  also,  unfortu- 
nately, a  loss  of  interest.  Through  having  been  made  too  exclusively  sacred, 
the  Bible  forfeited  momentarily  its  enormous  secular  power.  \Vitli  its 
study  in  the  schools  limited  or  even  proscribed  by  sedarian  jealousy,  after 
having  been  virtually  the  whole  of  education,  the  Bible  seemed  to  drop  out 
of  education  altogether.  In  the  long  run,  this  will  not  matter,  since  one 
may  safely  prophesy  thg^J^M^^M^htetlivg  every  seel  fashioned  upon  it 
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as  Homer  has  outlived  every  pagan  cult  of  Greece,  lout  the  loss  to  the 
immediate  contemporary  generation  is  incalculable. 

Few  things  could  he  culturally  more  deplorable  than  that  to-day  the 
average  college  graduate,  who  fancies  himself  educated,  should  never  have 
read  the  Booh  of  Joh,  should  he  unfamiliar  with  Isaiah,  and  should 
hardly  he  ahle  to  identify  those  mighty  men  of  valor,  Joshua  the  son  of 
J\(un,  Gideon,  and  Jephthah,  or  those  most  famous  of  scarlet  women, 
Rahab,  Delilah,  Bath-sheba — and  should  not  only  he  thus  abysmally  ig- 
norant hut  should  feel  no  incentive  to  he  otherwise.  For  this  is  nothing 
less  than  a  loss  of  racial  memory,  a  forgetfulness  of  our  cultural  heritage 
that  is  as  serious  in  the  life  of  nations  as  is  for  the  individual  the  loss  of 
personality  attendant  upon  certain  forms  of  neurotic  disease. 

J\[pt  only  deplorable  hut  unnecessary — because  the  outstanding  quali- 
ties of  Biblical  literature  are  precisely  those  that  have  more  and  more 
come  into  favor  in  recent  years.  In  .striking  contrast  to  Greek  literature, 
that  of  the  Bible  is  marhed  hy  three  great  characteristics:  it  is  collective 
rather  than  individual  in  inspiration  and  workmanship;  it  is  realistic 
rather  than  idealistic  in  manner;  it  is  free  and  flexible  rather  than  con- 
strained in  form. 

With  the,  exception  of  the  Prophetical  Boohs,  all  those  of  the  Old 
Testament  are  anonymous,  and  the  Prophets  belonged  to  a  definite  school 
with  a  common  style;  though  in  the  Neti;  Testament,  where  the  individ- 
ualistic note  is,  of  course,  introduced  with  Christianity  authors'  names 
have  been  affixed  to  all  but  one  of  the  books;  yet  Mark,  Luke,  and  Paul 
are  the  only  ones  of  whom  we  have  any  certainty.  The  Bible  as  a  whole 
is  essentially  /oik  literature  in  which  the  speakers  and  writers  arc  at  one 
with  their  audience,  expressing  the  interests  and  colledive  wisdom  of  their 
group — at  first,  the  larger  group  of  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  later  the 
smaller  group  of  Christian  disciples. 

Like  that  of  folk  literature  everywhere,  the  language  is  vividly  realis- 
tic. Doubtless,  among  other  reasons  for  the  long  continuance  of  the  belief 
in  the  literal  truth  of  the  Scriptural  narratives  is  the  fad  that  they  were 
composed  with  an  imaginative  realization  of  small  details  which  wakes 
the  account  of  every  incident  seem  like  the  report  of  an  eye-witness.  The 
same  realistic  habit  of  mind  appears  in  the  thought  and  the  emotions; 
Jehovah  was  to  the  Jews  no  poetic  myth  or  philosophic  theory  hut  the 
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most  tremendous  of  concrete  realities  to  which  their  lehavior  was  the 
appropriate  response.  When  they  ventured  at  all  beyond  the  realm  of 
orthodoxy,  they  went  far;  the  Prophets  adually  remade  the  Jewish  reli- 
gion, while  the  determined  skepticism  of  Jot  and  the  thorough-going  pes- 
simism of  Ecclesiastes  have  few  rivals  in  other  literatures.  And  the  one 
entirely  secular  work  that  strayed  into  the  sacred  canon,  the  Song  of 
Songs,  is  the  most  impassioned  and  voluptuous  of  all  love  poetry. 

Finally,  though  the  Hebrews  may  have  used  an  elementary  metre  in 
their  verse,  their  main  principle  of  versification  was  a  parallelism  of  word, 
phrase,  or  strophe,  which,  though  distind  from  the  structure  of  prose, 
was  very  close  to  it,  supplying  through  the  King  James  translation  the 
ultimate  basis  for  the  free  verse  of  Walt  Whitman  and  the  polyphonic 
prose  of  Amy  Lowell.  So,  in  these  various  ways,  the  Bible  might  be  said 
to  be  almost  contemporary. 

Defeds  of  the  Traditional  Presentation 

Yet,  little  can  be  done,  to  revive  the  reading  of  the  Bible  so  long  as  it 
is  presented  in  the  traditional  manner.  Certainly,  no  literary  formal  was 
ever  less  conducive  to  pleasure  or  understanding  than  is  the  curious  and 
complicated  panoply  in  which  the  Scriptures  have  come  down  to  us.  ]\[one 
tut  a  work  of  transcendent  literary  genius  could  have  survived  such  a 
handicap  at  all,  The  atsur dities  of  the  accepted  arrangement  and  presen- 
tation, so  great  that  only  the  sandity  of  century-old  tradition  and!  the 
conservatism  of  ecclesiastical  habit  could  have  blinded  men  to  their  exist- 
ence, are  well  summarized  by  Sir  Arthur  Quiller-Couch  in  a  striking 
passage  of  his  excellent  essay,  "On  Reading  the  Bible"  : 

"Let  me,  amplifying  a  hint  from  Dr.  Moultcw,  ask  you  to  imagine  a  vol- 
ume including  the  great  books  of  our  literature  all  bound  together  in  some 
such  order  as  this:  "Paradise  Lost"  Darwin  s  "Descent  o/Man,"  "The 
Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle/'  Walter  Map,  Mill  "On  Liberty,"  Hook- 
er's "Ecclesiastical  Polity,"  "The  Annual  Register,"  Froissart,  Adam 
Smith's  "Wealth  of  Nations,"  "Domesday  Book,"  "La  Morte  ci1  Ar- 
thur," Campbell's  "Lives  of  the  Lord  Chancellors,"  Bosu;etl's  "John- 
son," Barbour's  "The  Bruce,"  Haklwyt's  "Voyages,"  Clarendon,  Ma- 
caulay,  the  -plays  ofShakcspcan,  Shelley's  "Prometheus  Unbound,"  "The 
Faerie  £)ueene,"  Palgrave's  "Golden  Treasury,"  Bacon's  "Essays," 
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Swinburne's  "Poems  and  Ballads*    Fitzgerald's  "Omar  Khayyam, 
Wordsworth,  Browning,    "Sartor  Resartus,"    Burton's  "Anatomy  of 
Melancholy,"  Burke's  "Letters  on  a  Regicide  Peace."   "Ossian,"   "Purs 
Plowman"  Burke's  "Thoughts  on  the  Present  Discontents/'  £)uarles, 
Newman's   "Apologia"    Donne  s   "Sermons"    Ruskin,  Blake,    "The 
Deserted  Village/'    "Manfred/'   Blair's  "Grave"    "The  Complaint  of 
Deor,"  Bailey's  "Festtis,"  Thompson's  "Hound  of  Heaven." 

"Will  you  ne#t  imagine  that  in  this  volume  most  of  the  authors' 
names  are  lost;  that,  of  the  few  that  survive  a  number  have  found  their 
way  into  wrong  -places;  that  Ruskin,  for  example,  is  credited  with  "Sar- 
tor Resartus"  ;  that  "Laus  Veneris"  and  "Dolores"  are  ascribed  to  Queen 
Elizabeth,  "The  Anatomy  of  Melancholy"  to  Charles  II;  and  that,  as  for 
the  titles,  these  were  never  invented  by  the  authors,  tut  by  a  Committee? 

"Will  you  still  go  on  to  imagine  that  all  the  poetry  is  printed  as 
prose;  while  all  the  long  paragraphs  of  prose  are  broken  up  into  short 
verses,  so  that  they  resemble  the  little  passages  set  out  for  parsing  or 
analysis  in  an  examination  paper? 

"Have  we  done?  By  no  means.  Having  ejfefted  all  this,  let  us  pepper 
the  result  over  with  italics  and  numerals,  print  it  in  double  columns, 
with  a  marginal  gutter  on  either  side,  each  gutter  pouring  down  an  inky 
flow  of  references  and  cross  references.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  is  the 
outward  disguise  complete — so  far  as  you  are  concerned.  It  remains  only 
then  to  Appoint  it  to  be  read  in  Churches,  and  oblige  the  child  to  get 
selefled  portions  of  it  by  heart  on  Sundays.  But  you  are  yet  to  imagine 
that  the  authors  themselves  have  taken  a  hand  in  the  game:  that  the  later 
ones  suppose  all  the  earlier  ones  to  have  been  predifling  all  the  time  in  a 
nebulous  fashion  what  they  themselves  have  to  tell,  and  indeed  to  have 
written  mainly  with  that  objefl;  so  that  Macaulay  and  Adam  Smith,  for 
example,  constantly  interrupt  the  thread  of  their  discourse  to  ajfirm  that 
what  they  tell  us  must  be  right  because  Walter  Map  or  the  author  of 
"Piers  Plowman"  foretold  it  ages  before." 

Sir  Arthur  went  on  to  dream  of  an  edition  which,  in  contrast  to  this 
ugliness  and  confusion,  "should  clothe  the  Bible  in  a  dress  through  which 
its  beauty  might  best  shine."  Several  attempts  to  fulfil  such  an  ideal  have 
already  been  made  in  the  past,  probably  the  most  successful  of  them  bemg 
also  the  earliest,  "The  Modern  Readers'  Bible,"  edited  by  Professor 

[ix] 


THE  BIBLE  AS  LITERATURE 

Richard  G.  Moulton  in  1895,  and  published  by  Macmillan.  To  Pro" 
fessor  Moulton  as  first  in  the  field  belongs  undying  credit,  and  no  sub- 
sequent editor  but  lias  been  and  will  continue  to  be  under  the  deepest 
obligation  to  his  labors.  Yet  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  successors  qidte  ac- 
complished their  aim,  which  rather  obviously  remains  still  in  the  realm 
of  things  desirable  rather  than  in  that  of  things  achieved. 

A  certain  timidity  has  seemed  to  haunt  the  counsels  of  the  boldest, 
a  reludance  to  make  any  changes  not  absolutely  necessary:  thus,  while 
the  longer  poems  have  been  printed  as  poetry,  the  numerous  fragments  of 
verse  interspersed  in  the  narrative  have  been  left  in  prose  form,  or,  tvhifc 
modern  paragraphing  has  been  adopted,  the  cumbersome  punctuation  of 
the  King  James  version  has  been  retained— as  if  the  matchless  beauty  of 
that  translation  lay,  not  in  the  didion  and  the  phrasing,  but  in  the  pro- 
fuse use  of  colons  and  semicolons;  as  for  quotation  marks,  nearly  all 
editors  have  apparently  felt,  for  some  reason  not  entirely  clear,  that  there 
was  something  intrinsically  irreverent  in  their  employment.  All  this  con" 
scrvatism  was,  however,  natural  enough  until  recently;  one  remembers 
that  the  first  publication  of  even  the  Revised  Version  was  greeted  in  many 
quarters  as  an  almost  blasphemous  undertaking. 

But  the  time  has  surely  come  when  a  purely  literary  edition  of  the 
Bible  is  called  for:  one  in  which  the  sole  care  shall  be  to  present  the  text 
in  as  enjoyable  and  understandable  a  form  as  possible.  This  simple  aim 
involves,  nevertheless,  much  wore  than  merely  taking  fuller  advantage  of 
the  helpful  devices  of  modern  typography;  it  involves,  as  Sir  Arthur 
Stiller-Couch  pointed  out,  a  problem  of  arrangement. 

The  finest  aesthetic  qualities  may  be  ruined  by  redundancy  and  ir* 
reliance,  and  from  the  literary  point  of  view  the  Bible  is  full  of  both. 
To  the  later  Jeivish  compilers,  of  course,  every  word  in  it  was  sacred, 
and  when  they  yielded  to  the  temptation  to  emphasize,  their  stresses  were 
different  from  ours.  Rightly  enough,  the  legal  codes  of  Leviticus  and 
Deuteronomy  were  as  important  in  their  eyes  as  the  historical  narrative 
surrounding  them,  but,  though  this  may  still  be  true  for  tin:  special 
scholar  to-day,  it  most  decidedly  is  not  trite  for  the  general  reader. 

In  following  the  epic  history  of  the  Jems  through  the  Jirst  sixteen 
books  of  the  Old  Testament,  the  reader  is  hopelessly  thrown  off  his 
course  by  the  legal  codes,  the  census  reports  and  genealogies  t  the  beautiful 
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but  totally  out-o/-place  fidion  of  Ruth,  the  double  narrative  of  the  same 
events  in  Kings  and  Chronicles.  He  then  comes  upon  another  piece  of 
prose  jrftion  in  Esther,  the  poetic  drama  o/ Job,  the  lyrical  anthology  of 
the  Psalms,  the  colledion  of  folk  Proverbs,  the  philosophical  treatise  of 
Ecclesiastes,  and  the  secular  love  poetry  of  the  Song  of  Songs — nearly  all 
of  this  sedion  Icing  the  produfl  of  a  late  highly  self-conscious  period;  after 
which,  without  warning,  he  is  whirled  hack  four  hundred  years  to  the 
early  group  of  the  Prophets  who  made  their  appearance  once  be/ore  in  the 
Boalc  of  Kings.  Then,  if  he  can  indeed  recognize  without  difficulty  the 
greatness  and  appreciate  the  special  quality  of  the  prc-cxilic  Amos,  Hosea, 
and  Isaiah,  and  could  even,  if  lie  had  a  fair  chance,  deted  the  poignant 
difference  in  the  post-exilic  work  of  the  mighty  Unknown  Poet  at  the 
end  of  Isaiah,  as  he  goes  on  from  these,  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel  to  the 
later  imitative  school  of  minor  prophets,  his  ears  are  dinned  with  endless 
ever  weaker  repetitions  (always  excepting  Micah,  who  belongs  among  the 
earlier  writers) .  Also,  misplaced  amid  the  Prophetical  Books,  he  en" 
counters  the  prose  fidion  of  Daniel  and  Jonah,  similar  in  type  to  Ruth 
and  Esther — propagandist  fidion  all  of  it,  four  antithetical  works,  Ruth 
and  ]  onah  generous  appeals  for  international  tolerance,  Esther  and  Daniel 
impassioned  pleas  for  patriotism. 

So  in  the  New  Testament,  which  is  generally  admitted  to  be  on  a 
considerably  lower  literary  level  than  the  Old  Testament,  the  reader  finds 
his  sense  of  the  events  in  the  life  of  Jesus  confused  loth  by  the  repetitions 
and  the  divergences  of  the  four  Gospels,  while  the  thunderous  utterances 
of  Paul,  that  burst  into  lightning  in  Corinthians  and  Romans,  are  dulled, 
to  our  ears,  by  his  constant  iteration  and  are  further  weakened  by  echoes 
in  the  other  epistolary  writers. 

Thus,  one  is  emboldened  to  proclaim  the  final  heresy — that  the  part  is 
greater  than  the  whole,  and  that,  for  literary  appreciation,  one  wants  not 
all  the  Bible  but  the  best  of  it.  Snch  at  any  rate  is  the  point  of  view  of 
this  edition. 

Purpose  of  the  Present  Edition 

To  afford  a  consecutive  narrative  from  the  creation  to  the  exile}  sup- 
plementing this  by  a  seledion  from  the  Apocryphal  I  Maccabees  ("taken 
like  the  rest  from  the  King  James  version)  in  order  to  complete  the 
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story  down  to  the  time  of  Jesus;  to  emphasize  the  greatest  of  the  Prophets 
and  minimize  the  others;  to  rearrange  the  drama,  poetry,  and  fidion, 
adding  to  the  latter  the  world-famous  tales  of  Judith,  Tobit,  and  Su- 
sanna and  the  Elders  together  with  seledions  from  Ecclesiasticus  and  the 
Wisdom  of  Solomon  (all  in  the  King  James  translation  of  the  Apocry- 
pha) ;  to  give  the  basic  biography  of  Jesus  found  in  the  Gospel  according 
to  Mark,  the  earliest  and  most  authoritative,  supplemented  by  those  in- 
cidents and  teachings  not  found  in  Marie  lout  in  the  other  Gospels;  to 
restrift  the  utterances  of  Paul  to  those  only  that  have  immortal  value 
and  to  omit  entirely  the  unimportant  pseudonymous  epistles;  and}  so  far  as 
sequence  of  contents  permits,  to  print  all  the  works  in  the  order  of  their 
composition;  these  liberties  are  necessary  if  one  seeks  to  put  out  primarily 
the  most  readable  Bible. 

The  same  singleness  of  purpose  dilates  the  itse  of  the  King  James 
translation  except  in  the  few  instances  of  Job,  Ecclesiastes,  Proverbs,  ami 
the  Song  of  Songs  where  the  Revised  Version  is  admittedly  far  superior. 
It  also  necessitates  the  elimination  of  confusing  scholia  and  irrelevant  rcpr 
titions,  as  well  as  the  reduction  of  explanatory  notes  and  back  matter  to  a 
minimum.  An  edition  for  scholars  is  one  thing;  an  edition  for  readers 
quite  another.  The  latter  should  make  use  of  the  results  of  the  former, 
but  surely  should  not  parade  them. 

If  the  present  edition  attains  in  any  degree  its  high  and  humble  aim  of 
fostering  appreciation  and  love  of  the  "Bible  as  literature,  or  if,  even,  it 
merely  inspires  others  to  perform  the  same  task  more  adequately,  in  either 
case,  it  will  have  been  well  worth  while. 

—ERNEST  SUTHERLAND  BATES 
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THE  BOOK  OF  GENESIS 

THE  BOOK  that  for  over  two  thousand  years  has  meant  to  millions  of 
readers  the  beginning  of  the  Bible  was  in  time  of  composition  very  far 
from  the  beginning.  In  its  final  form  it  was  two  hundred  and  fifty  years 
later  than  Jeremiah,  three  hundred  and  fifty  years  later  than  Isaiah, 
four  hundred  years  later  than  Amos.  It  was  later  than  judges,  Samuel, 
and  Kings.  Nor  is  it  properly  a  separate  book  at  all  hit  part  of  the 
great  compilation  of  the  Hexatcuch  ('including  Genesis,  Exodus,  Leuit- 
icus,  Numbers,  Deuteronomy,  andjoshuaj,  of  which  the  first  five  sec- 
tions, constituting  the  Jewish  "Law"  were  translated-  into  Greek  about 
the  middle  of  the  third  century  B.C.  and  only  then  received  the  names 
by  which  we  know  them;  Genesis  (I3eginningj ,  Exodus  (Going  Out)  , 
Leviticus  (the  Book  of  the  Levites) ,  Cumbers  (the  Census)  3  Deu- 
teronomy ( the  Second  Giving  of  the  Law) . 

The  magnificent  compilation  of  the  Hcxateuch,  cohering  the  period 
from  the  Creation  through  the  conquest  of  Canaan,  IMS  put  together 
about  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century  B.C.  out  of  materials  from  parr 
ows  sources.  The  central  narrative  was  supplied  by  welding  together  two 
much  earlier  accounts,  one  written  in  the  ninth  century  in  the  Southern 
Kingdom,  the  other  a  century  later  in  the  Northern  Kingdom,  the  for" 
mer  called  in  textual  criticism  the  J  Document  from  its  use  of  the  name 
"Jalweh"  for  God,  the  latter  the  E  Document  from  its  employment  of 
the  name  "Elohiin,"  The  J  Document,  from  which  come  the  stories  of 
Adam  and  Eve,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  is  thoroughly  primitive, 
naive,  and  anthropomorphic  in  its  conceptions  but  is  incomparably  vivid 
as  sheer  narrative.  The  E  Document,  whose  crowning  contribution  is  (lie 
story  oj  Joseph,  is  somewhat  subtler  in  charadcnzation  and  breathes  a 
higher  moral  and  religious  spirit.  To  these  must  be  added  tlic  P  Docu- 
ment, an  Exilic  work  oj  the  priests,  concerned  primarily  in  bringing  out 
the  symbolic  significance  of  events  with  relation  to  (he  numerous  Jewish 
rites  and  ceremonies;  it  is  seen  at  its  best  in  the  sublime  account  of  the 
Creation  in  the  first  chapter  where  the  main  purpose  was  ticlua'aJ  on  u 
stupendous  scale  by  the  division  into  set'en  days,  turning  the.  very  origin 
of  the  universe  into  a  glorification  of  the  Jewish  Sabbath, 
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Tke  Creation  of  tJie  World 

IN  THE  BEGINNING  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth.  And 
the  earth  was  without  form,  and  void;  and  darkness  was  upon 
the  face  of  the  deep.  And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face 
of  the  waters.  And  God  said,  "Let  there  be  light":  and  there 
was  light.  And  God  saw  the  light,  that  it  was  good:  and  God 
divided  the  light  from  the  darkness.  And  God  called  the  light 
Day,  and  the  darkness  he  called  Night.  And  the  evening  and  the 
morning  were  the  first  day. 

And  God  said,  "Let  there  be  a  firmament  in  the  midst  of  the 
waters,  and  let  it  divide  the  waters  from  the  waters/'  And  God 
made  the  firmament,  and  divided  the  waters  which  were  under 
the  firmament  from  the  waters  which  were  above  the  firmament: 
and  it  was  so.  And  God  called  the  firmament  Heaven.  And  the 
evening  and  the  morning  were  the  second  day. 

And  God  said,  "Let  the  waters  under  the  heaven  be  gathered 
together  unto  one  place,  and  let  the  dry  land  appear":  and  it  was 
so.  And  God  called  the  dry  land  Earth;  and  the  gathering  to- 
gether of  the  waters  called  he  Seas:  and  God  saw  that  it  was 
good.  And  God  said,  "Let  the  earth  bring  forth  grass,  the  herb 
yielding  seed,  and  the  fruit  tree  yielding  fruit  after  his  kind, 
whose  seed  is  in  itself,  upon  the  earth":  and  it  was  so.  And  the 
earth  brought  forth  grass,  and  herb  yielding  seed  after  his  kind, 
and  the  tree  yielding  fruit,  whose  seed  was  in  itself,  after  his 
kind:  and  God  saw  that  it  was  good.  And  the  evening  and  the 
morning  were  the  third  day. 

And  God  said,  "Let  there  be  lights  in  the  firmament  of  the 
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heaven  to  divide  the  day  from  the  night;  and  let  them  be  for 
signs,  and  for  seasons,  and  for  days,  and  years;  and  let  them  be 
for  lights  in  the  firmament  of  the  heaven  to  give  light  upon  the 
earth." 

And  it  was  so.  And  God  made  two  great  lights;  the  greater 
light  to  rule  the  day,  and  the  lesser  light  to  rule  the  night:  he 
made  the  stars  also.  And  God  set  them  in  the  firmament  of  the 
heaven  to  give  light  upon  the  earth.  And  to  rule  over  the  day  and 
over  the  night,  and  to  divide  the  light  from  the  darkness:  and 
God  saw  that  it  was  good.  And  the  evening  and  the  morning 
were  the  fourth  day. 

And  God  said,  "Let  the  waters  bring  forth  abundantly  the 
moving  creature  that  hath  life,  and  fowl  that  may  fly  above  the 
earth  in  the  open  firmament  of  heaven,"  And  God  created  great 
whales,  and  every  living  creature  that  moveth,  which  the  waters 
brought  forth  abundantly,  after  their  kind,  and  every  winged 
fowl  after  his  kind:  and  God  saw  that  it  was  good.  And  God 
blessed  them,  saying,  "Be  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  fill  the  wa- 
ters in  the  seas,  and  let  fowl  multiply  in,  the  earth."  And  the  eve- 
ning and  the  morning  were  the  fifth  day. 

And  God  said,  "Let  the  earth  bring  forth  the  living  creature 
after  his  kind,  cattle,  and  creeping  thing,  and  beast  of  the  earth 
after  his  kind":  and  it  was  so.  And  God  made  the  beast  of  the 
earth  after  his  kind,  and  cattle  after  their  kind,  and  every  tiling 
that  creepeth  upon  the  earth  after  his  kind:  and  God  saw  that  it 
was  good. 

And  God  said,  "Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  like- 
ness:  and  let  them  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and 
over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the  cattle,  and  over  all  the 
earth,  and  over  every  creeping  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the 
earth/1  So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of 
God  created  he  him;  male  and  female  created  he  them.  And  God 
blessed  them,  and  God  said  unto  them,  "Be  fruitful,  and  multi-* 
ply,  and  replenish  the  earth,  and  subdue  it:  and  have  dominion 
over  the  fish  of  the  vsea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over 
every  living  thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth."  And  God  said, 
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"Behold,  I  Lave  given  you  every  kerb  bearing  seed,  [which  is 
upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth,  and  every  tree,  in  the  which  is  the 
fruit  of  a  tree  yielding  seed;  to  you  it  shall  be  for  meat.  And  to 
every  beast  of  the  earth,  and  to  every  fowl  of  the  air,  and  to 
every  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth,  wherein  there  is  life,  I 
have  given  every  green  herb  for  meat. "  And  it  was  so.  And  God 
saw  every  thing  that  he  had  made,  and,  behold,  it  was  very  good. 
And  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  sixth  day. 

Thus  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  finished,  and  all  the  host 
of  them.  And  on  the  seventh  day  God  ended  his  work  which  he 
had  made;  and  he  rested  on  the  seventh  day  from  all  his  work 
which  he  had  made.  And  God  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sanc- 
tified it:  because  that  in  it  he  had  rested  from  all  his  work  which 
God  created  and  made. 

Tk  Fall  of  Man 

In  the  day  that  the  Lord  God  made  the  earth  and  the  heavens, 
and  every  plant  of  the  field  before  it  was  in  the  earth,  and  every 
herb  of  the  field  before  it  grew  (for  the  Lord  God  had  not  caused 
it  to  rain  upon  the  earth,  and  there  was  not  a  man  to  till  the 
ground)  there  went  up  a  mist  from  the  earth,  and  watered  the 
whole  face  of  the  ground.  And  the  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the 
dust  of  the  ground,  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of 
life;  and  man  became  a  living  soul. 

And  the  Lord  God  planted  a  garden  eastward  in  Eden;  and 
there  he  put  the  man  whom  he  had  formed.  And  out  of  the  ground 
made  the  Lord  God  to  grow  every  tree  that  is  pleasant  to  the 
sight,  and  good  for  food;  the  tree  of  life  also  in  the  midst  of  the 
garden,  and  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  And  a  river 
went  out  of  Eden  to  water  the  garden;  and  from  thence  it  was 
parted,  and  became  into  four  heads.  The  name  of  the  first  is  Pi- 
son:  that  is  it  which  compasseth  the  whole  land  of  Havilah, 
where  there  is  gold;  and  the  gold  of  that  land  is  good:  there  is 
bdellium  and  the  onyx  stone,  And  the  name  of  the  second  river 
is  Gihon:  the  same  is  it  that  compasseth  the  whole  land  of  Ethi- 
opia. And  the  name  of  the  third  river  is  Hiddekel:  that  is  it 
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which  goeth  toward  the  east  of  Assyria.  And  the  fourth  river  is 
Euphrates. 

And  the  Lord  God  took  the  man,  and  put  him  into  the  garden 
of  Eden  to  dress  it  and  to  keep  it.  And  the  Lord  God  com- 
manded the  man,  saying,  "Of  every  tree  of  the  garden  thou  may 
est  freely  eat:  but  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 
thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it:  for  in  the  day  that  thou  eatest  thereof 
thou  shalt  surely  die." 

And  the  Lord  God  said, 

"It  is  not  good  that  the  man  should  be  alone;  I  will  make  him 
a  help  meet  for  him."  And  out  of  the  ground  the  Lord  God 
formed  every  beast  of  the  field,  and  every  fowl  of  the  air;  and 
brought  them  unto  Adam  to  see  what  he  would  call  them:  and 
whatsoever  Adam  called  every  living  creature,  that  was  the 
name  thereof.  And  Adam  gave  names  to  all  cattle,  and  to  the 
fowl  of  the  air,  and  to  every  beast  of  the  field;  but  for  Adam 
there  was  not  found  a  help  meet  for  him. 

And  the  Lord  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  fall  upon  Adam, 
and  he  slept:  and  he  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and  closed  up  the  flesh 
instead  thereof;  and  the  rib,  which  the  Lord  God  had  taken  from 
man,  made  he  a  woman,  and  brought  her  unto  the  man. 

And  Adam  said, 

"This  is  now  lone  of  my  tones, 
And  flesh  of  my  flesh: 
She  shall  le  called  Woman, 
Because  she  was  taken  out  of  Man" 

Therefore  shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  his  mother,  and 

shall  cleave  unto  his  wife:  and  they  shall  be  one  flesh.  And  they 
were  both  naked,  the  man.  and  his  wife,  and  were  not  ashamed, 

Now  the  serpent  was  more  subtil,  than  any  beast  of  the  field 
which  the  Lord  God  had  made, 

And  he  said  unto  the  woman, 

"Yea,  hath  God  said,  'Ye  shall  not  eat  of  every  tree  of  the 
garden'?" 

And  the  woman  said  unto  the  serpent, 
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"We  may  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  trees  of  the  garden:  but  of  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  garden,  God  hath 
said/ Ye  shall  not  eat  of  it,  neither  shall  ye  touch  it,  lest  ye  die/" 

And  the  serpent  said  unto  the  woman, 

"Ye  shall  not  surely  die:  for  God  doth  know  that  in  the  day 
ye  eat  thereof,  then  your  eyes  shall  be  opened,  and  ye  shall  be  as 
gods,  knowing  good  and  evil/' 

And  when  the  woman  saw  that  the  tree  was  good  for  food, 
and  that  it  was  pleasant  to  the  eyes,  and  a  tree  to  be  desired  to 
make  one  wise,  she  took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  did  eat,  and 
gave  also  unto  her  husband  with  her;  and  he  did  eat.  And  the 
eyes  of  them  both  were  opened,  and  they  knew  that  they  were 
naked;  and  they  sewed  fig  leaves  together,  and  made  themselves 
aprons. 

And  they  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  God  walking  in  the 
garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day:  and  Adam  and  his  wife  hid  them- 
selves from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  God  amongst  the  trees  of 
the  garden. 

And  the  Lord  God  called  unto  Adam,  and  said  unto  him, 

"Where  art  thou?" 

And  he  said, 

"I  heard  thy  voice  in  the  garden,  and  I  was  afraid,  because  I 
was  naked;  and  I  hid  myself." 

And  he  said, 

"Who  told  thee  that  thou  wast  naked?  Hast  thou  eaten  of  the 
tree,  whereof  I  commanded  thee  that  thou  shouldest  not  eat?" 

And  the  man  said, 

"The  woman  whom  thou  gavest  to  be  with  me,  she  gave  me  of 
the  tree,  and  I  did  eat." 

And  the  Lord  God  said  unto  the  woman, 

"What  is  this  that  thou  hast  done?" 

And  the  woman  said,  "The  serpent  beguiled  me,  and  I  did  eat." 

And  the  Lord  God  said  unto  the  serpent, 

"Because  thou  hast  done  this, 
Thou  art  cursed  above  all  cattle, 
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And  above,  every  heast  of  the  field; 

Upon  thy  Belly  shall  thou  go, 

And  dust  shall  thou  eat 

All  the  days  of  thy  life: 

And  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman, 

And  between  thy  seed  and  her  seed; 

It  shall  Iruise  thy  head, 

And  thou  shalt  Iruise  his  heel." 

Unto  the  woman  he  said, 

"I  will  greatly  multiply  thy  sorrow  and  thy  conception; 
In  sorrow  thou  shalt  bring  forth  children; 
And  thy  desire  shall  be  to  thy  husband, 
And  he  shall  rule  over  thee." 

And  unto  Adam  he  said, 

"Because  thou  hast  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  thy  wife,  and 
hast  eaten  of  the  tree,  of  which  I  commanded  thee,  saying,  'Thou 
shalt  not  eat  of  it?; 

"Cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake; 
In  sorrow  shall  thou  eat  of  it  all  the  days  of  thy  life. 
Thorns  also, and  thistles  shall  it  bring  forth  to  thee; 
And  thou  shalt  eat  the  herb  of  the  field; 
In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  bread, 
Till  thou  return  unto  the  ground; 
For  out  of  it  wast  thou  taken; 
For  dust  thou  art, 
And  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return." 

And  Adam  called  his  wife's  name  Eve;  because  she  was  the 
mother  of  all  living,  Unto  Adam  also  and  to  his  wife  did  the 
Lord  God  make  coats  of  skins,  and  clothed  them. 

And  the  Lord  God  said,  "Behold,  the  man  is  become  its  one 

of  us,  to  know  good  and  evil:  and  now,  lest  he  put;  forth  his 

hand,  and  take  also  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat,  and  live  for 

ever—*'  therefore  the  Lord  God  sent  him  forth  from  the  garden 
of  Eden,  to  till  the  ground  from  whence  he  was  taken,  So  he 
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drove  out  the  man;  and  he  placed  at  the  east  of  the  garden  of 
Eden  Cherubims,  and  a  flaming  sword  which  turned  every  way, 
to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life. 

Tike  First  Murder 

And  Adam  knew  Eve  his  wife;  and  she  conceived,  and  bore 
Cain,  and  said,  "I  have  gotten  a  man  from  the  Lord."  And  she 
again  bore  his  brother  Abel.  And  Abel  was  a  keeper  of  sheep, 
but  Cain  was  a  tiller  of  the  ground.  And  in  process  of  time  it 
came  to  pass  that  Cain  brought  of  the  fruit  of  the  ground  an 
offering  unto  the  Lord.  And  Abel,  he  also  brought  of  the  first- 
lings of  his  flock  and  of  the  fat  thereof.  And  the  Lord  had  respect 
unto  Abel  and  to  his  offering:  but  unto  Cam  and  to  his  offering 
he  had  not  respect.  And  Cain  was  very  wroth,  and  his  counte- 
nance  fell. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Cain, 

"Why  art  thou  wroth?  and  why  is  thy  countenance  fallen?  If 
thou  doest  well,  shalt  thou  not  be  accepted?  and  if  thou  doest 
not  well,  sin  lieth  at  the  door.  And  unto  thee  shall  be  his  desire, 
and  thou  shalt  rule  over  him. " 

And  Cain  talked  with  Abel  his  brother:  and  it  came  to  pass, 
when  they  were  in  the  field,  that  Cain  rose  up  against  Abel  his 
brother,  and  slew  him. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Cain,  "Where  is  Abel  thy  brother?" 
And  he  said,  "I  know  not:  am  I  my  brother's  keeper?" 

And  he  said, 

"What  hast  thou  done?  the  voice  of  thy  brother's  blood  crieth 
unto  me  from  the  ground.  And  now  art  thou  cursed  from  the 
earth,  which  hath  opened  her  mouth  to  receive  thy  brother's 
blood  from  thy  hand.  When  thou  tillest  the  ground,  it  shall  not 
henceforth  yield  unto  thee  her  strength;  a  fugitive  and  a  vaga- 
bond shalt  thou  be  in  the  earth." 

And  Cam  said  unto  the  Lord, 

"My  punishment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear.  Behold,  thou  hast 
driven  me  out  this  day  from  the  face  of  the  earth;  and  from  thy 
face  shall  I  be  hid;  and  I  shall  be  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond  in  the 
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earth;  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  every  one  that  findeth  me 
shall  slay  me." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  him, 

'Therefore  whosoever  slayeth  Cain,  vengeance  shall  be  taken 
on  him  sevenfold."  And  the  Lord  set  a  mark  upon  Cain,  lest  any 
finding  him  should  kill  him. 

And  Cain  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  dwelt 
in  the  land  of  Nod,  on  the  east  of  Eden. 

And  Adam  knew  his  wife  again;  and  she  bore  a  son,  and  called 
his  name  Seth:  "For  God,"  said  she,  "hath  appointed  me  another 
seed  instead  of  Abel,  whom  Cam  slew."  And  to  Seth,  to  him 
also  there  was  born  a  son;  and  he  called  his  name  Enos:  then 
began  men  to  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

And  the  days  of  Adam  after  he  had  begotten  Seth  were  eight 
hundred  years:  and  he  begot  sons  and  daughters.  And  all  the 
days  that  Adam  lived  were  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years;  and 
he  died. 

The  Flood 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  men  began  to  multiply  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  and  daughters  were  born  unto  them,  that  the  sons 

of  God  saw  the  daughters  of  men  that  they  were  fair;  and  they 
took  them  wives  of  all  which  they  chose. 

And  the  Lord  said,  "My  spirit  shall  not  always  strive  with 
man,  for  that  he  also  is  flesh;  yet  his  days  shall  be  a  hundred  and 
twenty  years, " 

There  were  giants  in  the  earth  in  those  days;  and  also  after 
that,  when  the  sons  of  God  came  in  unto  the  daughters  of  men, 
and  they  bore  children  to  them,  the  same  became  mighty  men 
which  were  of  old,  men  of  renown.  And  God  saw  that  the  wick" 
edness  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagination 
of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually.  And  it  re*4 
pented  the  Lord  that  he  had  made  man  on  the  earth,  and  it 
grieved  him  at  his  heart, 

And  the  Lord  vsakl,  "1  will  destroy  man  whom  1  have  created 

ml 


THE  BOOK  OF  GENESIS 

from  the  face  of  the  earth;  both  man,  and  beast,  and  the  creeping 
thing,  and  the  fowls  of  the  air;  for  it  repenteth  me  that  I  have 
made  them." 
•     But  Noah  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord. 

Noah  was  a  just  man  and  perfect  in  his  generations,  and  Noah 
walked  with  God.  And  Noah  begot  three  sons,  Shem,  Ham,  and 
Japheth. 

And  God  said  unto  Noah,  "The  end  of  all  flesh  is  come  before 
me;  for  the  earth  is  filled  with  violence  through  them;  and,  be- 
hold, I  will  destroy  them  with  the  earth.  Make  thee  an  ark  of 
gopher  wood;  rooms  shalt  thou  make  in  the  ark,  and  shalt  pitch 
it  within  and  without  with  pitch.  And  this  is  the  fashion  which 
thou  shalt  make  it  of:  the  length  of  the  ark  shall  be  three  hundred 
cubits,  the  breadth  of  it  fifty  cubits,  and  the  height  of  it  thirty 
cubits.  A  window  shalt  thou  make  to  the  ark,  and  in  a  cubit 
shalt  thou  finish  it  above;  and  the  door  of  the  ark  shalt  thou  set 
in  the  side  thereof;  with  lower,  second,  and  third  stories  shalt 
thou  make  it.  And,  behold,  I,  even  I,  do  bring  a  flood  of  waters 
upon  the  earth,  to  destroy  all  flesh,  wherein  is  the  breath  of  life, 
from  under  heaven;  and  every  thing  that  is  in  the  earth  shall  die. 
But  with  thee  will  I  establish  my  covenant;  and  thou  shalt  come 
into  the  ark,  thou,  and  thy  sons,  and  thy  wife,  and  thy  sons' 
wives  with  thee.  And  of  every  living  thing  of  all  flesh,  two  of 
every  sort  shalt  thou  bring  into  the  ark,  to  keep  them  alive  with 
thee;  they  shall  be  male  and  female.  Of  fowls  after  their  kind, 
and  of  cattle  after  their  kind,  of  every  creeping  thing  of  the  earth 
after  his  kind,  two  of  every  sort  shall  come  unto  thee,  to  keep 
them  alive.  And  take  thou  unto  thee  of  all  food  that  is  eaten, 
and  thou  shalt  gather  it  to  thee;  and  it  shall  be  for  food  for  thee, 
and  for  them." 

Thus  did  Noah;  according  to  all  that  God  commanded  him, 
,  so  did  he.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Noah,  "Come  thou  and  all  thy 
house  into  the  ark;  for  thee  have  I  seen  righteous  before  me  in 
this  generation.  Of  every  clean  beast  thou  shalt  take  to  thee  by 
sevens,  the  male  and  his  female:  and  of  beasts  that  are  not  clean 
by  two,  the  male  and  his  female.  Of  fowls  also  of  the  air  by  sev- 
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ens,  the  male  and  the  female;  to  keep  seed  alive  upon  the  face  of 
all  the  earth.  For  yet  seven  days,  and  I  will  cause  it  to  ram  upon 
the  earth  forty  days  and  forty  nights;  and  every  living  substance 
that  I  have  made  will  I  destroy  from  oft  the  face  of  the  earth." 

And  Noah  did  according  unto  all  that  the  Lord  commanded 
him.  And  Noah  went  in,  and  his  sons,  and  his  wife,  and  his  sons' 
wives  with  him.,  into  the  ark,  because  of  the  waters  of  the  flood. 
Of  clean  beasts,  and  of  beasts  that  are  not  clean,  and  of  fowls, 
and  of  every  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth,  there  went  in 
two  and  two  unto  Noah  into  the  ark,  the  male  and  the  female, 
as  God  had  commanded  Noah.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  seven 
days  that  the  waters  of  the  flood  were  upon  the  earth.  In  the  six 
hundredth  year  of  Noah's  life,  in  the  second  month,  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  the  month,  the  same  day  were  all  the  fountains  of 
the  great  deep  broken  up,  and  the  windows  of  heaven  were 
opened.  And  the  waters  prevailed,  and  were  increased  greatly 
upon  the  earth;  and  the  ark  went  upon  the  face  of  the  waters, 
And  the  waters  prevailed  exceedingly  upon  the  earth;  and  all 
the  high  hills,  that  were  under  the  whole  heaven,  were  covered. 
Fifteen  cubits  upward  did  the  waters  prevail;  and  the  mountains 
were  covered.  And  all  flesh  died  that  moved  upon  the  earth, 
both  of  fowl,  and  of  cattle,  and  of  beast,  and  of  every  creeping 
thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth,  and  every  man.  All  in  whose 
nostrils  was  the  breath  of  life,  of  all  that  was  in  the  dry  land, 
died.  And  every  living  substance  was  destroyed  which  was  upon 
the  face  of  the  ground,  both  man,  and  cattle,  and  the  creeping 
things,  and  the  fowl  of  the  heaven;  and  they  were  destroyed 
from  the  earth:  and  Noah  only  remained  alive,  and  they  that 
were  with  him,  in  the  ark.  And  the  waters  prevailed  upon  the 
earth  a  hundred  and  fifty  days. 

And  God  remembered  Noah,  and  every  living  thing,  and  all 
the  cattle  that  was  with  him  in  the  ark:  and  God  made  a  wind 
to  pass  over  the  earth,  and  the  waters  assuaged,  The  fountains 
also  of  the  deep  and  the  windows  of  heaven  were  stopped,  and 
the  rain  from  heaven  was  restrained;  and  the  waters  returned 
from  off  the  earth  continually:  and  after  the  end  of  the  hundred 
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and  fifty  days  the  waters  were  abated.  And  the  ark  rested  in  the 
seventh  month,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month,  upon  th$ 
mountains  of  Ararat.  And  the  waters  decreased  continually  until 
the  tenth  month:  in  the  tenth  month,  on  the  first  day  of  the  month, 
were  the  tops  of  the  mountains  seen. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  forty  days  that  Noah  opened 
the  window  of  the  ark  which  he  had  made:  and  he  sent  forth  a 
raven,  which  went  forth  to  and  fro,  until  the  waters  were  dried 
up  from  off  the  earth.  Also  he  sent  forth  a  dove  from  him,  to  see 
if  the  waters  were  abated  from  off  the  face  of  the  ground;  but 
the  dove  found  no  rest  for  the  sole  of  her  foot,  and  she  returned 
unto  him  into  the  ark,  for  the  waters  were  on  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth:  then  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  took  her,  and  pulled 
her  in  unto  him  into  the  ark.  And  he  stayed  yet  other  seven  days; 
and  again  he  sent  forth  the  dove  out  of  the  ark;  and  the  dove 
came  in  to  him  in  the  evening;  and,  lo,  in  her  mouth  was  an  olive 
leaf  plucked  off:  so  Noah  knew  that  the  waters  were  abated  from 
off  the  earth.  And  he  stayed  yet  other  seven  days;  and  sent  forth 
the  dove;  which  returned  not  again  unto  him  any  more.  And  it 
came  to  pass  in  the  six  hundredth  and  first  year,  in  the  first  month, 
the  first  day  of  the  month,  the  waters  were  dried  up  from  off  the 
earth:  and  Noah  removed  the  covering  of  the  ark,  and  looked, 
and,*  behold,  the  face  of  the  ground  was  dry.  And  in  the  second 
month,  on  the  seven  and  twentieth  day  of  the  month,  was  the 
earth  dried. 

And  God  spoke  unto  Noah,  saying,  "Go  forth  of  the  ark, 
thou,  and  thy  wife,  and  thy  sons,  and  thy  sons'  wives  with  thee. 
Bring  forth  with  thee  every  living  thing  that  is  with  thee,  of  all 
flesh,  both  of  fowl,  and  of  cattle,  and  of  every  creeping  thing 
that  creepeth  upon  the  earth;  that  they  may  breed  abundantly 
in  the  earth,  and  be  fruitful,  and  multiply  upon  the  earth." 

And  Noah  went  forth,  and  his  sons,  and  his  wife,  and  his  sons' 
wives  with  him.  Every  beast,  every  creeping  thing,  and  every 
fowl,  and  whatsoever  creepeth  upon  the  earth,  after  their  kinds, 
went  forth  out  of  the  ark. 

And  Noah  builded  an  altar  unto  the  Lord;  and  took  of  every 
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clean  beast,  and  of  every  clean  fowl,  and  offered  burnt  offerings 
<?n  the  altar.  And  the  Lord  smelled  a  sweet  savour;  and  the  Lord 
said  in  his  heart, 

"I  will  not  again  curse  the  ground  any  more  for  man's  sake; 
for  the  imagination  of  man's  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth;  neither 
will  I  again  smite  any  more  every  thing  living,  as  I  have  done. 
While  the  earth  remaineth,  seedtime  and  harvest,  and  cold  and 
heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day  and  night  shall  not  cease." 

And  God  blessed  Noah  and  his  sons,  and  said  unto  them, 
"Be  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth.  And  the  fear 
of  you  and  the  dread  of  you  shall  be  upon  every  beast  of  the 
earth,  and  upon  every  fowl  of  the  air,  upon  all  that  moveth  upon 
the  earth,  and  upon  all  the  fishes  of  the  sea;  into  your  hand  are 
they  delivered.  Every  moving  thing  that  liveth  shall  be  meat  for 
you;  even  as  the  green  herb  have  I  given  you  all  things.  But  flesh 
with  the  life  thereof,  which  is  the  blood  thereof,  shall  ye  not 
eat.  And  surely  your  blood  of  your  lives  will  I  require;  at  the 
hand  of  every  beast  will  I  require  it,  and  at  the  hand  of  man;  at 
the  hand  of  every  man's  brother  will  I  require  the  life  of  man, 
Whoso  sheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed: 
for  in  the  image  of  God  made  he  man." 

And  God  spoke  unto  Noah,  and  to  his  sons  with  him,  saying, 

"And  I,  behold,  1  establish  my  covenant  with  you,  and  with 
your  seed  after  you;  and  with  every  living  creature  that  is  with 
you,  of  the  fowl,  of  the  cattle,  and  of  every  beast  of  the  earth 
with  you;  from  all  that  go  out  of  the  ark,  to  every  beast  of  the 
earth.  And  I  will  establish  my  covenant  with  you;  neither  shall 
all  flesh  be  cut  oft  any  more  by  the  waters  of  a  flood;  neither 
shall  there  any  more  be  a  flood  to  destroy  the  earth/' 

And  God  said, 

"This  is  the  token  of  the  covenant  which  I  make  between  me 
and  you  and  every  living  creature  that  is  with  you,  for  perpetual 
generations;  I  do  set  my  bow  in  the  cloud,  and  it  shall  be  for  a 
token  of  a  covenant  between  me  and  the  earth.  And  it  shal  I  come 
to  pass,  when  I  bring  a  cloud  over  the  earth,  that  the  bow  shall 
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be  seen  in  the  cloud:  and  I  will  remember  my  covenant,  which  is 
between  me  and  you  and  every  living  creature  of  all  flesh;  and 
the  waters  shall  no  more  become  a  flood  to  destroy  all  flesh.  And 
the  bow  shall  be  in  the  cloud;  and  I  will  look  upon  it,  that  I  may 
remember  the  everlasting  covenant  between  God  and  every  liv- 
ing creature  of  all  flesh  that  is  upon  the  earth." 

And  God  said  unto  Noah,  'This  is  the  token  of  the  covenant, 
which  I  have  established  between  me  and  all  flesh  that  is  upon 
the  earth." 

And  Noah  began  to  be  a  husbandman,  and  he  planted  a  vine- 
yard: and  he  drank  of  the  wine,  and  was  drunken;  and  he  was 
uncovered  within  his  tent.  And  Ham,  the  father  of  Canaan,  saw 
the  nakedness  of  his  father,  and  told  his  two  brethren  without. 
And  Shem  and  Japheth  took  a  garment,  and  laid  it  upon  both 
their  shoulders,  and  went  backward,  and  covered  the  nakedness 
of  their  father;  and  their  faces  were  backward,  and  they  saw  not 
their  father's  nakedness. 

And  Noah  awoke  from  his  wine,  and  knew  what  his  younger 
son  had  done  unto  him.  And  he  said, 

"Cursed  be  Canaan;  a  servant  of  servants  shall  he  be  unto  his 
brethren."  And  he  said,  "Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Shem;  and 
Canaan  shall  be  his  servant.  God  shall  enlarge  Japheth,  and  he 
shall  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Shem;  and  Canaan  shall  be  his  servant." 

And  Noah  lived  after  the  flood  three  hundred  and  fifty  years. 
And  all  the  days  of  Noah  were  nine  hundred  and  fifty  years:  and 
he  died. 

Tke  Toiler  of  Bald 

And  the  whole  earth  was  of  one  language,  and  of  one  speech. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  journeyed  from  the  east,  that  they 
found  a  plain  in  the  land  of  Shinar;  and  they  dwelt  there.  And 
they  said  one  to  another, 

"Go  to,  let  us  make  brick,  and  burn  them  thoroughly."  And 
they  had  brick  for  stone,  and  slime  had  they  for  mortar.  And 
they  said,  "Go  to,  let  us  build  us  a  city  and  a  tower,  whose  top 
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may  reach  unto  heaven;  and  let  us  make  us  a  name,  lest  we  be 
scattered  abroad  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth." 

And  the  Lord  came  down  to  see  the  city  and  the  tower,  which 
the  children  of  men  builded.  And  the  Lord  said,  "Behold,  the 
people  is  one,  and  they  have  all  one  language;  and  this  they  begin 
to  do:  and  now  nothing  will  be  restrained  from  them,  which 
they  have  imagined  to  do.  Go  to,  let  us  go  down,  and  there  con- 
found their  language,  that  they  may  not  understand  one  another '  s 
speech/' 

So  the  Lord  scattered  them  abroad  from  thence  upon  the  face 
of  all  the  earth:  and  they  left  ofi  to  build  the  city.  Therefore  is 
the  name  of  it  called  Babel;  because  the  Lord  did  there  confound 
the  language  of  all  the  earth:  and  from  thence  did  the  Lord  scatter 
them  abroad  upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth. 

The  Story  of  Abraham 

Now  these  are  the  generations  of  Terah:  Terah  begot  Abram, 
Nahor,  and  Haran;  andHaran  begot  Lot.  And  Haran  died  before 
his  father  Terah  in  the  land  of  his  nativity,  in  Ur  of  the  Chaldees. 
And  Abram  and  Nahor  took  them  wives:  the  name  of  Ahram's 
wife  was  Sarai;  and  the  name  of  Nahor '  s  wife,  Mi  icah,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Haran,  the  father  of  Milcah,  and  the  father  of  Iscah.  But 
Sarai  was  barren;  she  had  no  child. 

And  Terah  took  Abram  his  son,  and  Lot  the  son  of  Haran  his 
son's  son,  and  Sarai  his  daughter-in-law,  his  son  Abram  \s  wife; 
and  they  went  forth  with  them  from  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  to  go 
into  the  land  of  Canaan;  and  they  came  unto  Haran,  and  dwelt 
there.  And  the  days  of  Terah  were  two  hundred  and  five  years: 
and  Terah  died  in  Haran. 

Now  the  Lord  had  said  unto  Abram,  "Get  thee  out  of  thy 
country,  and  from  thy  kindred,  and  from  thy  father's  house,  unto 
a  land  that  1  will  show  thee:  and  1  will  make  of  thee  a  great  na- 
tion, and  1  will  bless  thee,  and  make  thy  name  great;  and  thou 
shalt  be  a  blessing,  And  1  will  bless  them  that  bless  thee,  and 
curse  him  that  curseth  thee:  and  in  thee  shall  all  families  of  the 
earth  be  blessed/* 
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So  Abram  departed,  as  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  him;  and 
Lot  went  with  him:  and  Abram  was  seventy  and  five  years  old 
when  he  departed  out  of  Haran.  And  Abram  took  Sarai  his  wife, 
and  Lot  his  brother's  son,  and  all  their  substance  that  they  had 
gathered,  and  the  souls  that  they  had  gotten  in  Haran;  and  they 
went  forth  to  go  into  the  land  of  Canaan;  and  into  the  land  of 
Canaan  they  came.  And  Abram  passed  through  the  land  unto 
the  place  of  Sichem,  unto  the  plain  of  Moreh.  And  the  Canaanite 
was  then  in  the  land. 

And  the  Lord  appeared  unto  Abram,  and  said,  "Unto  thy 
seed  will  I  give  this  land." 

And  there  builded  he  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  who  appeared 
unto  him.  And  he  removed  from  thence  unto  a  mountain  on  the 
east  of  Beth-el,  and  pitched  his  tent,  having  Beth-el  on  the  west, 
and  Hai  on  the  east:  and  there  he  builded  an  altar  unto  the  Lord, 
and  called  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  Abram  journeyed, 
going  on  still  toward  the  south.  And  there  was  a  famine  in  the 
land:  and  Abram  went  down  into  Egypt  to  sojourn  there;  for 
the  famine  was  grievous  in  the  land.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
he  was  come  near  to  enter  into  Egypt,  that  he  said  unto  Sarai 
his  wife,  "Behold  now,  I  know  that  thou  art  a  fair  woman  to 
look  upon:  therefore  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  the  Egyptians 
shall  see  thee,  that  they  shall  say,  'This  is  his  wife' :  and  they  will 
kill  me,  but  they  will  save  thee  alive.  Say,  I  pray  thee,  thou  art 
my  sister:  that  it  may  be  well  with  me  for  thy  sake;  and  my  soul 
shall  live  because  of  thee." 

And  it  came  to  pass  that,  when  Abram  was  come  into  Egypt, 
the  Egyptians  beheld  the  woman  that  she  was  very  fair.  The- 
princes  also  of  Pharaoh  saw  her,  and  commended  her  before  Pha- 
raoh: and  the  woman  was  taken  into  Pharaoh's  house.  And  he 
entreated  Abram  well  for  her  sake:  and  he  had  sheep,  and  oxen, 
and  he-asses,  and  menservants,  and  maidservants,  and  she-asses, 
and  camels.  And  the  Lord  plagued  Pharaoh  and  his  house  with 
great  plagues  because  of  Sarai  Abram' s  wife. 

And  Pharaoh  called  Abram,  and  said,  "What  is  this  that  thou 
hast  done  unto  me?  why  didst  thou  not  tell  me  that  she  was  thy 
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wife?,  Why  saidst  thou,  'She  is  my  sister?  so  I  might  have  taken 
her  to  me  to  wife:  now  therefore  behold  thy  wife,  take  her,  and 
go  thy  way." 

And  Pharaoh  commanded  his  men  concerning  him:  and  they 
sent  him  away,  and  his  wife,  and  all  that  he  had.  And  Abram 
went  up  out  of  Egypt,  he,  and  his  wife,  and  all  that  he  had,  and 
Lot  with  him,  into  the  south.  And  Abram  was  very  rich  in  cattle, 
in  silver,  and  in  gold.  And  he  went  on  his  journeys  from  the 
south  even  to  Bettrel,  unto  the  place  where  his  tent  had  been  at 
the  beginning,  between  Beth-el  and  Hai;  unto  the  place  of  the 
altar,  which  he  had  made  there  at  the  first:  and  there  Abram 
called  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  Lot  also,  which  went  with 
Abram,  had  flocks,  and  herds,  and  tents.  And  the  land  was  not 
able  to  bear  them,  that  they  might  dwell  together:  for  their  sub- 
stance was  great,  so  that  they  could  not  dwell  together.  And 
there  was  a  strife  between  the  herdsmen  of  Abram 's  cattle  and 
the  herdsmen  of  Lot's  cattle:  and  the  Canaanite  and  thePeriszite 
dwelled  then  in  the  land. 

And  Abram  said  unto  Lot,  "Let  there  be  no  strife,  I  pray  thee, 
between  me  and  tb.ee,  and  between  my  herdsmen  and  thy  herds- 
men;  for  we  be  brethren.  Is  not  the  whole  land  before  thee?  sep- 
arate thyself,  I  pray  thee,  from,  me:  if  thou  wilt  take  the  left  hand, 
then  I  will  go  to  the  right;  or  if  thou  depart  to  the  right  hand, 
then  I  will  go  to  the  left." 

And  Lot  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  beheld  all  the  plain  of  Jordan, 
that  it  was  wel  1  watered  every  where,  before  the  Lord  destroyed 
Sodom,  and  Gomorrah,  even  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  like  the 
land  of  Egypt,  as  thou  comest  unto  Zoar,  Then  Lot  chose  him 
all  the  plain  of  Jordan;  and  Lot  journeyed  east:  and  they  sepir 
rated  themselves  the  one  from  the  other,  Abram  dwelled  in  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  Lot  dwelled  in  the  cities  of  the  plain,  and 
pitched  his  tent  toward  Sodom.  But  the  men  of  Sodom  were 
wicked  and  sinners  before  the  Lord  exceedingly.  And  the  Lord 
said  unto  Abram,  after  that  Lot  was  separated  from  him,  "Lift 
up  now  thine  eyes,  and  look  from  the  place  where  thou  art  north" 
ward,  and  southward,  and  eastward,  and  westward:  for  all  the 
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land  which  thou  seest,  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  for 
ever.  And  I  will  make  thy  seed  as  the  dust  of  the  earth:  so  that 
if  a  man  can  number  the  dust  of  the  earth,  then  shall  thy  seed 
also  be  numbered.  Arise,  walk  through  the  land  in  the  length  of 
it  and  in  the  breadth  of  it;  for  I  will  give  it  unto  thee." 

Then  Abram  removed  his  tent,  and  came  and  dwelt  in  the 
plain  of  Mainre,  which  is  in  Hebron,  and  built  there  an  altar 
unto  the  Lord. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  days  of  Amraphel  king  of  Shinar, 
Arioch  king  of  Ellasar,  Chedorlaomer  king  of  Elam,  and  Tidal 
king  of  nations;  that  these  made  war  with  Bera  king  of  Sodom, 
and  with  Birsha  king  of  Gomorrah,  Shinab  king  of  Admah,  and 
Shemeber  king  of  Zeboiim,  and  the  king  of  Bela,  which  is  Zoar. 
All  these  were  joined  together  in  the  vale  of  Siddim,  which  is 
the  Salt  Sea.  Twelve  years  they  served  Chedorlaomer,  and  in 
the  thirteenth  year  they  rebelled.  And  in  the  fourteenth  year 
came  Chedorlaomer,  and  the  kings  that  were  with  him,  and 
smote  the  Rephaims  in  Ashteroth  Karnaim,  and  the  Zuzims  in 
Ham,  and  the  Eniims  in  Shaveh  Kiriathaim,  and  the  Horites  in 
their  Mount  Seir,  unto  El^paran,  which  is  by  the  wilderness. 
And  they  returned,  and  came  to  En-mishpat,  which  is  Kadesh, 
and  smote  all  the  country  of  the  Amalekites,  and  also  the  Amxr 
rites,  that  dwelt  inHazezon-tamar.  And  there  went  out  the  king 
of  Sodom,  and  the  king  of  Gomorrah,  and  the  king  of  Admah, 
and  the  king  of  Zeboiim,  and  the  king  of  Bela  (the  same  is  Zoar)  ; 
and  they  joined  battle  with  them  in  the  vale  of  Siddim;  with 
Chedorlaomer  the  king  of  Elam,  and  with  Tidal  king  of  nations, 
and  Amraphel  king  of  Shinar,  and  Arioch  king  of  Ellasar;  four 
kings  with  five.  And  the  vale  of  Siddim  was  full  of  slimepits; 
and  the  kings  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  fled,  and  fell  there;  and 
they  that  remained  fled  to  the  mountain.  And  they  took  all  the 
goods  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  all  their  victuals,  and  went 
their  way.  And  they  took  Lot,  Abram' s  brother '  s  son,  who  dwelt 
in  Sodom,  and  his  goods,  and  departed. 

And  there  came  one  that  had  escaped,  and  told  Abram  the 
Hebrew:  for  he  dwelt  in  the  plain  of  Mamrethe  Amorite,  brother 
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of  Eshcol,  and  brother  of  Aner;  and  these  were  confederate  with 
Abram.  And  when  Abram  heard  that  his  brother  was  taken  cap- 
tive, he  armed  his  trained  servants,  born  in  his  own  house,  three 
hundred  and  eighteen,  and  pursued  them  unto  Dan.  And  he  di- 
vided himself  against  them,  he  and  his  servants,  by  night,  and 
smote  them,  and  pursued  them  unto  Hobah,  which  is  on  the  left 
hand  of  Damascus.  And  he  brought  back  all  the  goods,  and  also 
brought  again  his  brother  Lot,  and  his  goods,  and  the  women 
also,  and  the  people. 

Now  Sarai  Abram's  wife  bore  him  no  children:  and  she  had 
a  handmaid,  an  Egyptian,  whose  name  was  Hagar.  And  Sarai 
said  unto  Abram,  "Behold  now,  the  Lord  hath  restrained  me 
from  bearing;  I  pray  thee,  go  in  unto  my  maid;  it  may  be  that  I 
may  obtain  children  by  her." 

And  Abram  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  Sarai.  And  Sarai  Abram 's 
wife  took  Hagar  her  maid  the  Egyptian,  after  Abram  had  dwelt 
ten  years  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  gave  her  to  her  husband 
Abram  to  be  his  wife,  And  he  went  in  unto  Hagar,  and  she  coir 
ceived:  and  when  she  saw  that  she  had  conceived,  her  mistress 
was  despised  in  her  eyes. 

And  Sarai  said  unto  Abram,  "My  wrong  be  upon  thee:  I  have 
given  my  maid  into  thy  bosom;  and  when  she  saw  that  she  had 
conceived,  I  was  despised  in  her  eyes:  the  Lord  judge  between 
me  and  thee." 

But  Abram  said  unto  Sarai,  "Behold,  thy  maid  is  in  thy  hand; 
do  to  her  as  it  pleaseth  thee," 

And  when  Sarai  dealt  hardly  with  her,  she  fled  from  her  face, 
And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  found  her  by  a  fountain  of  water  in 
the  wilderness,  by  the  fountain  in  the  way  to  Shur. 

And  he  said,  "Hagar,  Sarai 's  maid,  whence  earnest  thou?  and 
whither  wilt  thou  go?" 

And  she  said,  "I  flee  from  the  face  of  my  mistress  Sarai, 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  her,  "Return  to  thy  mis- 
tress, and  submit  thyself  under  her  hands."  And  the  angel  of  "the 
Lord  said  unto  her,  *'I  will  multiply  thy  seed  exceedingly,  that 
it  shall  not  be  numbered  for  multitude/'  And  the  angel  of  the 
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Lord  said  unto  her,  "Behold,  thou  art  with  child/  and  shalt  bear 
a  son,  and  shalt  call  his  name  Ishmael;. because  the  Lord  hath 
heard  thy  affliction.  And  he  will  be  a  wild  man;  his  hand  will  be 
against  every  man,  and  every  man's  hand  against  him;  and  he 
shall  dwell  in  the  presence  of  all  his  brethren." 

And  she  called  the  name  of  the  Lord  that  spoke  unto  her, 
"Thou  God  seest  me":  for  she  said,  "Have  I  also  here  looked 
after  him  that  seeth  me?"  Wherefore  the  well  was  called  Beer- 
lahai-roi;  behold,  it  is  between  Kadesh  and  Bered.  And  Hagar 
bore  Abram  a  son:  and  Abram  called  his  son's  name,  which  Hagar 
bore,  Ishmael.  And  Abram  was  fourscore  and  six  years  old,  when 
Hagar  bore  Ishmael  to  Abram. 

And  when  Abram  was  ninety  years  old  and  nine,  the  Lord 
appeared  to  Abram,  and  said  unto  him,  "I  am  the  Almighty  God; 
walk  before  me,  and  be  thou  perfect.  And  I  will  make  my  cove- 
nant between  me  and  thee,  and  will  multiply  thee  exceedingly." 

And  Abram  fell  on  his  face:  and  God  talked  with  him,  saying, 
"As  for  me,  behold,  my  covenant  is  with  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be 
a  father  of  many  nations.  Neither  shall  thy  name  any  more  be 
called  Abram,  but  thy  name  shall  be  Abraham;  for  a  father  of 
many  nations  have  I  made  thee.  This  is  my  covenant,  which  ye 
shall  keep,  between  me  and  you  and  thy  seed  after  thee;  every 
man  child  among  you  shall  be  circumcised.  And  ye  shall  circum- 
cise the  flesh  of  your  foreskin;  and  it  shall  be  a  token  of  the  cove- 
nant betwixt  me  and  you.  And  he  that  is  eight  days  old  shall  be 
circumcised  among  you,  every  man  child  in  your  generations,  he 
that  is  born  m  the  house,  or  bought  with  money  of  any  stranger, 
which  is  not  of  thy  seed.  He  that  is  born  in  thy  house,  and  he 
that  is  bought  with  thy  money,  must  needs  be  circumcised:  and 
my  covenant  shall  be  in  your  flesh  for  an  everlasting  covenant. 
And  the  uncircumcised  man  child  whose  flesh  of  his  foreskin  is 
not  circumcised,  that  soul  shall  be  cut  off  from  his  people;  he 
hath  broken  my  covenant." 

And  God  said  unto  Abraham,  "As  for  Sarai  thy  wife,  thou 
shalt  not  calJ  her  name  Sarai,  but  Sarah  shall  her  name  be." 

And  Abraham  took  Ishmael,  his  son,  and  all  that  were  bom  in 
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his  house,  and  all  that  were  bought  with  his  money,  every  male 
among  the  men  of  Abraham's  house;  and  circumcised  the  flesh  of 
their  foreskin  in  the  selfsame  day,  as  God  had  said  unto  him. 
And  Abraham  was  ninety  years  old  and  nine,  when  he  was  cir- 
cumcised in  the  flesh  of  his  foreskin.  And  Ishmael  his  son  was 
thirteen  years  old,  when  he  was  circumcised  in  the  flesh  of  his 
foreskin.  In  the  selfsame  day  was  Abraham  circumcised,  and  Ish- 
mael his  son.  And  all  the  men  of  his  house,  born  in  the  house, 
and  bought  with  money  of  the  stranger,  were  circumcised  with 
him. 

And  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him  in  the  plains  of  Mature:  and 
he  sat  in  the  tent  door  in  the  heat  of  the  day;  and  he  lifted  up  his 
eyes  and  looked,  and,  lo,  three  men  stood  by  him:  and  when  he 
saw  them,  he  ran  to  meet  them  from  the  tent  door,  and  bowed 
himself  toward  the  ground,  and  said,  "My  Lord,  if  now  I  have 
found  favour  in  thy  sight,  pass  not  away,  I  pray  thee,  from  thy 
servant:  let  a  little  water,  1  pray  you,  be  fetched,  and  wash  your 
feet,  and  rest  yourselves  under  the  tree:  and  I  will  fetch  a  morsel 
of  bread,  and  comfort  ye  your  hearts;  after  that  ye  shall  pass  on: 
for  therefore  are  ye  come  to  your  servant." 

And  they  said,  "So  do,  as  thou  havst  said." 

And  Abraham  hastened  into  the  tent  unto  Sarah,  and  said, 
"Make  ready  quickly  three  measures  of  fine  meal,  knead  it,  and 
make  cakes  upon  the  hearth." 

And  Abraham  ran  unto  the  herd,  and  fetched  a  calf  tender  and 
good,  and  gave  it  unto  a  young  man;  and  he  hastened  to  dress*  it, 
And  he  took  butter,  and  milk,  and  the  calf  which  he  had  dressed, 
and  set  it  before  them;  and  he  stood  by  them  under  the  tree,  and 
they  did  eat. 

And  they  said  unto  him,  "Where  is  Sarah  thy  wife?" 

And  he  said,  "Behold,  in  the  tent/' 

And  he  said,  "I  will  certainly  return  unto  thee  according  to 
the  time  of  life;  and,  lo,  Sarah  thy  wife  shall  have  a  son." 

And  Sarah  heard  it  in  the  tent  door,  which  was  behind  him, 
Now  Abraham  and  Sarah  were  old  and  well  stricken  in  age;  and 
it  ceased  to  be  with  Sarah  after  the  manner  of  women.  Therefore 
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Sarah  laughed  within  herself,  saying,  "After  I  am  waxed  old 
shall  I  have  pleasure,  my  lord  being  old  also?" 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Abraham,  "Wherefore  did  Sarah 
laugh,  saying,  'Shall  I  of  a  surety  bear  a  child,  which  am  old?*  Is 
any  thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord?  At  the  time  appointed  I  will 
return  unto  thee,  according  to  the  time  of  life,  and  Sarah  shall 
have  a  son." 

Then  Sarah  denied,  saying,  T  laughed  not":  for  she  was  afraid, 
And  he  said,  "Nay;  but  thou  didst  laugh." 

And  the  men  rose  up  from  thence,  and  looked  toward  Sodom: 
and  Abraham  went  with  them  to  bring  them  on  the  way. 

And  the  Lord  said,  "Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  that  thing 
which  I  do;  seeing  that  Abraham  shall  surely  become  a  great  and 
mighty  nation,  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  shall  be  blessed 
in  him?  For  I  know  him,  that  he  will  command  his  children  and 
his  household  after  him,  and  they  shall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord, 
to  do  justice  and  judgment;  that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abra- 
ham that  which  he  hath  spoken  of  him." 

And  the  Lord  said,  "Because  the  cry  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
is  great,  and  because  their  sin  is  very  grievous;  I  will  go  down 
now,  and  see  whether  they  have  done  altogether  according  to 
the  cry  of  it,  which  is  come  unto  me;  and  if  not,  I  will  know." 

And  the  men  turned  their  faces  from  thence,  and  went  toward 
Sodom:  but  Abraham  stood  yet  before  the  Lord. 

And  Abraham  drew  near,  and  said,  "Wilt  thou  also  destroy 
the  righteous  with  the  wicked?  Peradventure  there  be  fifty  right" 
eous  within  the  city:  wilt  thou  also  destroy  and  not  spare  the 
place  for  the  fifty  righteous  that  are  therein?  That  be  far  from 
thee  to  do  after  this  manner,  to  slay  the  righteous  with  the  wicked; 
and  that  the  righteous  should  be  as  the  wicked,  that  be  far  from 
thee:  shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right?"  And  the  Lord 
said,  "If  I  find  in  Sodom  fifty  righteous  within  the  city,  then  I 
will  spare  all  the  place  for  their  sakes." 

And  Abraham  answered  and  said,  "Behold  now,  I  have  taken 
upon  me  to  speak  unto  the  Lord,  which  am  but  dust  and  ashes. 
Peradventure  there  shall  lack  five  of  the  fifty  righteous:  wilt  thou 
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destroy  all  the  city  for  lack  of  five?"  And  he  said,  "If  I  find  there 
forty  and  five,  I  will  not  destroy  it." 

And  he  spoke  unto  him  yet  again,  and  said,  "Peradventure 
there  shall  be  forty  found  there."  And  he  said,  "I  will  not  do  it 
for  forty's  sake." 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "Oh  let  not  the  Lord  be  angry,  and  I 
will  speak:  peradventure  there  shall  thirty  be  found  there."  And 
he  said,  "I  will  not  do  it,  if  I  find  thirty  there." 

And  he  said,  "Behold  now,  I  have  taken  upon  me  to  speak 
unto  the  Lord:  peradventure  there  shall,  be  twenty  found  there. " 
And  he  said,  "I  will  not  destroy  it  for  twenty's  sake." 

And  he  said,  "Oh  let  not  the  Lord  be  angry,  and  1  will  speak 
yet  but  this  once:  peradventure  ten  shall  be  found  there."  And 
he  said,  "I  will  not  destroy  it  for  ten's  sake." 

And  the  Lord  went  his  way,  as  soon  as  he  had  left  communing 
with  Abraham;  and  Abraham  returned  unto  his  place. 

And  there  came  two  angels  to  Sodom  at  even;  and  Lot  sat  in 
the  gate  of  Sodom:  and  Lot  seeing  them  rose  up  to  meet  them; 
and  he  bowed  himself  with  his  face  toward  the  ground.  And  he 
said,  "Behold  now,  my  lords,  turn  in,  I  pray  you,  into  your  serv- 
ant's house,  and  tarry  all  night,  and  wash  your  feet,  and  ye  shall 
rise  up  early,  and  go  on  your  ways." 

And  they  said,  "Nay;  but  we  will  abide  in  the  street  all 
night." 

And  he  pressed  upon  them  greatly;  and  they  turned  in  unto 
him,  and  entered  into  his  house;  and  he  made  them  a  feast,  and 
did  bake  unleavened  bread,  and  they  did  eat.  But  before  they 
lay  down,  the  men  of  the  city,  even  the  men  of  Sodom,  conr 
paSvSed  the  house  round,  both  old  and  young,  all  the  people  from 
every  quarter:  and  they  called  unto  Lot,  and  said  unto  him, 
"Where  are  the  men  which  came  in  to  thee  this  night?  bring 
them  out  unto  us,  that  we  may  know  them" 

And  Lot  went  out  at  the  door  unto  them,  and  shut  the  door 
after  htm,  and  said,  "I  pray  'you,  brethren,  clo  not  so  wickedly, 
Behold  now,  I  have  two  daughters  which  have  not  known  man; 
let  me,  1  pray  you,  bring  them  out  unto  you,  and  do  ye  to  them 
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as  is  good  in  your  eyes:  only  unto  these  men  do  nothing;  for 
therefore  came  they  under  the  shadow  of  my  roof." 

And  they  said,  "Stand  back! "  And  they  said  again,  "This  one 
fellow  came  in  to  sojourn,  and  he  will  needs  be  a  judge:  now 
will  we  deal  worse  with  thee  than  with  them." 

And  they  pressed  sore  upon  the  man,  even  Lot,  and  came  near 
to  break  the  door.  But  the  men  put  forth  their  hand,  and  pulled 
Lot  into  the  house  to  them,  and  shut  to  the  door.  And  they  smote 
the  men  that  were  at  the  door  of  the  house  with  blindness,  both 
small  and  great:  so  that  they  wearied  themselves  to  find  the  door. 
And  the  men  said  unto  Lot;  "Hast  thou  here  any  besides?  sons-in- 
law,  and  thy  sons,  and  thy  daughters,  and  whatsoever  thou  hast 
in  the  city,  bring  them  out  of  this  place:  for  we  will  destroy 
this  place,  because  the  cry  of  them  is  waxen  great  before  the 
face  of  the  Lord;  and  the  Lord  hath  sent  us  to  destroy  it." 

And  Lot  went  out,  and  spoke  unto  his  sons-m-law,  which 
married  his  daughters,  and  said,  "Up,  get  you  out  of  this  place; 
for  the  Lord  will  destroy  this  city."  But  he  seemed  as  one  that 
mocked  unto  his  sons-in-law. 

And  when  the  morning  arose,  then  the  angels  hastened  Lot, 
saying,  "Arise,  take  thy  wife,  and  thy  two  daughters,  which  are 
here;  lest  thou  be  consumed  in  the  iniquity  of  the  city." 

And  while  he  lingered,  the  men  laid  hold  upon  his  hand,  and 
upon  the  hand  of  his  wife,  and  upon  the  hand  of  his  two  daugh- 
ters; the  Lord  being  merciful  unto  him:  and  they  brought  him 
forth,  and  set  him  without  the  city.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
they  had  brought  them  forth  abroad,  that  he  said,  "Escape  for 
thy  life;  look  not  behind  thee,  neither  stay  thou  in  all  the  plain; 
escape  to  the  mountain,  lest  thou  be  consumed." 

And  Lot  said  unto  them,  "Oh,  not  so,  my  Lord:  behold  now, 
thy  servant  hath  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  and  thou  hast  magni- 
fied thy  mercy,  which  thou  hast  showed  unto  me  in  saving  my 
life;  and  I  cannot  escape  to  the  mountain,  lest  some  evil  take  me, 
and  I  die.  Behold  now,  this  city  is  near  to  flee  unto,  and  it  is  a 
little  one.  Oh,  let  me  escape  thither  (is  it  not  a  little  one?),  and 
my  soul  shall  live," 
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And  he  said  unto  him,  "See,  I  have  accepted  thee  concerning 
this  thing  also,  that  I  will  not  overthrow  this  city,  tor  the  which 
thou  hast  spoken.  Haste  thee,  escape  thither;  for  I  cannot  do  any 
thing  till  thou  be  come  thither."  (Therefore  the  name  of  the 
city  was  called  Zoar.) 

The  sun  was  risen  upon  the  earth  when  Lot  entered  into  Zoar. 
Then  the  Lord  rained  upon  Sodom  and  upon  Gomorrah  brim- 
stone and  fire  from  the  Lord  out  of  heaven;  and  he  overthrew 
those  cities,  and  all  the  plain,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities, 
and  that  which  grew  upon  the  ground. 

But  his  wife  looked  back  from  behind  him,  and  she  became  a 
pillar  of  salt. 

And  Abraham  got  up  early  in  the  morning  to  the  place  where 
he  stood  before  the  Lord.  And  he  looked  toward  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  and  toward  all  the  land  of  the  plain,  and  beheld, 
and,  lo,  the  smoke  of  the  country  went  up  as  the  smoke  of  a  fur- 
nace. And  it  came  to  pass,  when  God  destroyed  the  cities  of  the 
plain,  that  God  remembered  Abraham,  and  sent  Lot  out  of  the 
midst  of  the  overthrow,  when  he  overthrew  the  cities  in  the 
which  Lot  dwelt.  And  Lot  went  up  out  of  Zoar,  and  dwelt  in 
the  mountain,  and  his  two  daughters  with  him;  for  he  feared  to 
dwell  in  Zoar:  and  he  dwelt  in  a  cave,  he  and  his  two  daughters* 

And  the  firstborn  said  unto  the  younger,  ''Our  father  is  old, 
and  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  earth  to  come  in  unto  us  after  the 
manner  of  all  the  earth.  Come,  let  us  make  our  father  drink  wine, 
and  we  will  lie  with  him,  that  we  may  preserve  seed  of  our 
father." 

And  they  made  their  father  drink  wine  that  night:  and  the 
firstborn  went  in,  and  lay  with  her  father;  and  he  perceived  not 
when  she  lay  down,  nor  when  she  arose,  And  it  came  to  pass  on 
the  morrow  that  the  firstborn  said  unto  the  younger,  "Behold, 
I  lay  yesternight  with  my  father;  let  us  make  him  drink  wine  this 
night  also;  and  go  thou  in,  and  lie  with  him,  that  we  may  pre- 
serve seed  of  our  father/" 

And  they  made  their  father  drink  wine  that  night  al.su:  and 
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the  younger  arose,  and  lay  with  him;  and  he  perceived  not  when 
she  lay  down,  nor  when  she  arose.  Thus  were  both  the  daughters 
of  Lot  with  child  by  their  father.  And  the  firstborn  bore  a  son, 
and  called  his  name  Moab:  the  same  is  the  father  of  the  Moabites 
unto  this  day.  And  the  younger,  she  also  bore  a  son,  and  called 
his  name  Ben-ammi:  the  same  is  the  father  of  the  children  of 
Ammon  unto  this  day. 

And  the  Lord  visited  Sarah  as  he  had  said,  and  the  Lord  did 
unto  Sarah  as  he  had  spoken.  For  Sarah  conceived,  and  bore 
Abraham  a  son  in  his  old  age,  at  the  set  time  of  which  God  had 
spoken  to  him.  And  Abraham  called  the  name  of  his  son  that 
was  born  unto  him,  whom  Sarah  bore  to  him,  Isaac.  And  Abra- 
ham circumcised  his  son  Isaac  being  eight  days  old,  as  God  had 
commanded  him.  And  Abraham,  was  a  hundred  years  old,  when 
his  son  Isaac  was  born  unto  him. 

And  Sarah  said,  "God  hath  made  me  to  laugh,  so  that  all  that 
hear  will  laugh  with  me/'  And  she  said,  "Who  would  have  said 
unto  Abraham  that  Sarah  should  have  given  children  suck?  for 
I  have  borne  him  a  son  in  his  old  age." 

And  the  child  grew,  and  was  weaned:  and  Abraham  made  a 
great  feast  the  same  day  that  Isaac  was  weaned.  And  Sarah  saw 
the  son  of  Hagar  the  Egyptian,  which  she  had  borne  unto  Abra- 
ham, mocking.  Wherefore  she  said  unto  Abraham,  "Cast  out 
this  bondwoman  and  her  son:  for  the  son  of  this  bondwoman 
shall  not  be  heir  with  my  son,  even  with  Isaac." 

And  the  thing  was  very  grievous  in  Abraham's  sight  because 
of  his  son.  And  God  said  unto  Abraham,  "Let  it  not  be  grievous 
in  thy  sight  because  of  the  lad,  and  because  of  thy  bondwoman; 
in  all  that  Sarah  hath  said  unto  thee,  hearken  unto  her  voice;  for 
in  Isaac  shall  thy  seed  be  called.  And  also  of  the  son  of  the  bond- 
woman will  I  make  a  nation,  because  he  is  thy  seed." 

And  Abraham  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  took  bread, 
and  a  bottle  of  water,  and  gave  it  unto  Hagar,  putting  it  on  her 
shoulder,  and  the  child,  and  sent  her  away:  and  she  departed, 
and  wandered  in  the  wilderness  of  Beer-sheba.  And  the  water 
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was  spent  in  the  bottle,  and  she  cast  the  child  under  one  of  the 
shrubs.  And  she  went,  and  sat  her  down  over  against  him  a  good 
way  off,  as  it  were  a  bowshot:  for  she  said,  "Let  me  not  see  the 
death  of  the  child."  And  she  sat  over  against  him,  and  lifted  up 
her  voice,  and  wept. 

And  God  heard  the  voice  of  the  lad;  and  the  angel  of  God 
called  to  Hagar  out  of  heaven,  and  said  unto  her,  "What  aileth 
thee,  Hagar?  fear  not;  for  God  hath  heard  the  voice  of  the  lad 
where  he  is.  Arise;  lift  up  the  lad,  and  hold  him  in  thme  hand; 
for  I  will  make  him  a  great  nation/' 

And  God  opened  her  eyes,  and  she  saw  a  well  of  water;  and 
she  went,  and  filled  the  bottle  with  water,  and  gave  the  lad 
drink.  And  God  was  with  the  lad;  and  he  grew,  and  dwelt  in 
the  wilderness,  and  became  an  archer.  And  he  dwelt  in  the  wil- 
derness of  Paran;  and  his  mother  took  him  a  wife  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt, 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things  that  God  did  tempt 
Abraham,  and  said  unto  him,  "Abraham";  and  he  said,  "Behold, 
here  I  am." 

And  he  said,  "Take  now  thy  son,  thine  only  son  Isaac,  whom 
thou  lovest,  and  get  thee  into  the  land  of  Moriah;  and  offer  him 
there  for  a  burnt  offering  upon  one  of  the  mountains  which  I  will 
tell  thee  of" 

And  Abraham  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  saddled  his 
ass,  and  took  two  of  his  young  men  with  him,  and  Isaac  his  son, 
and  cleft  the  wood  for  the  burnt  ottering,  and  rose  up,  and  went 
unto  the  place  of  which  God  had  told  him.  Then  on  the  third 
day  Abraham  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  the  place  afar  off,  And 
Abraham  said  unto  his  young  men,  "Abide  ye  here  with  the  ass; 
and  I  and  the  lad  will  go  yonder  and  worship,  and  come  again 
to  you." 

And  Abraham  took  the  wood  of  the  burnt  offering,  and  laid 
it  upon  Isaac  his  son;  and  he  took  the  lire  in  his  hand,  and  a 
knife;  and  they  went  both  of  them  together,  And  Isaac  spoke 
unto  Abraham  his  father,  and  said,  "My  father":  and  he  said, 
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"Here  am  I,  my  son. "  And  he  said,  "Behold  the  fire  and  the  wood: 
but  where  is  the  lamb  for  a  burnt  offering?"  And  Abraham  said, 
"My  son,  God  will  provide  himself  a  lamb  for  a  burnt  offering"; 
so  they  went  both  of  them  together. 

And  they  came  to  the  place  which  God  had  told  him  of;  and 
Abraham  built  an  altar  there,  and  laid  the  wood  in  order,  and 
bound  Isaac  his  son,  and  laid  him  on  the  altar  upon  the  wood. 
And  Abraham  stretched  forth  his  hand,  and  took  the  knife  to 
slay  his  son. 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  called  unto  him  out  of  heaven,  and 
said,  "Abraham,  Abraham":  and  he  said,  "Here  am  I" 

And  he  said,  "Lay  not  thine  hand  upon  the  lad,  neither  do 
thou  any  thing  unto  him:  for  now  I  know  that  thou  fearest  God, 
seeing  thou  hast  not  withheld  thy  son,  thine  only  son  from  me. " 

And  Abraham  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  looked,  and  beheld  be- 
hind him  a  ram  caught  in  a  thicket  by  his  horns:  and  Abraham 
went  and  took  the  ram,  and  offered  him  up  for  a  burnt  offering 
in  the  stead  of  his  son.  And  Abraham  called  the  name  of  that 
place  Jehovah-jireh:  as  it  is  said  to  this  day,  "In  the  mount  of  the 
Lord  it  shall  be  seen." 

So  Abraham  returned  unto  his  young  men,  and  they  rose  up  and 
went  together  to  Beer-sheba;  and  Abraham  dwelt  at  Beer-sheba. 

And  Sarah  was  a  hundred  and  seven  and  twenty  years  old: 
these  were  the  years  of  the  life  of  Sarah.  And  Sarah  died  in 
Kirjath-arba;  the  same  is  Hebron  in  the  land  of  Canaan;  and 
Abraham  came  to  mourn  for  Sarah,  and  to  weep  for  her.  And 
Abraham  stood  up  from  before  his  dead,  and  spoke  unto  the  sons 
of  Heth,  saying, 

"I  am  a  stranger  and  a  sojourner  with  you:  give  me  a  posses- 
sion of  a  burying  place  with  you,  that  I  may  bury  my  dead  out 
of  my  sight." 

And  the  children  of  Heth  answered  Abraham,  saying  unto 
him, 

"Hear  us,  my  lord:  thou  art  a  mighty  prince  among  us:  in  the- 
choice  of  our  sepulchres  bury  thy  dead;  none  of  us  shall  with- 
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hold  from  thee  his  sepulchre,  but  that  thou  inayest  bury  thy 
dead." 

And  Abraham  stood  up,  and  bowed  himself  to  the  people  ol 
the  land,  even  to  the  children  of  Heth.  And  he  communed  with 
them,  saying, 

"If  it  be  your  mind  that  I  should  bury  my  dead  out  of  my 
sight;  hear  me,  and  intreat  for  me  to  Ephron  the  son  of  Zohar, 
that  he  may  give  me  the  cave  of  Machpelah,  which  he  hath, 
which  is  in  the  end  of  his  field;  for  as  much  money  as  it  is  worth 
he  shall  give  it  me  for  a  possession  of  a  burying  place  amongst 
you. " 

And  Ephron  dwelt  among  the  children  of  Heth;  and  Ephron 
the  Hittite  answered  Abraham  in  the  audience  of  the  children 
of  Heth,  even  of  all  that  went  in  at  the  gate  of  his  city,  saying, 

"Nay,  my  lord,  hear  me;  the  field  give  I  thee,  and  the  cave 
that  is  therein,  I  give  it  thee;  in  the  presence  of  the  sons  of  my 
people  give  I  it  thee;  bury  thy  dead," 

And  Abraham  bowed  down  himself  before  the  people  of  the 
land.  And  he  spake  unto  Ephron  in  the  audience  of  the  people  of 
the  land,  saying, 

"But  if  thou  wilt  give  it,  I  pray  thee,  hear  me:  I  will  give  thee 
money  for  the  field;  take  it  of  me,  and  I  will  bury  my  dead  there, " 

And  Ephron  answered  Abraham,  saying  unto  him, 

"My  lord,  hearken  unto  me:  the  land  is  worth  four  hundred 
shekels  of  silver;  what  is  that  betwixt  me  and  thee?  bury  there* 
fore  thy  dead, " 

And  Abraham  hearkened  unto  Ephron;  and  Abraham  weighed 
to  Ephron  the  silver,  which  he  had  named  in  the  audience  of  the 
sons  of  Heth,  four  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  current  money  with 
the  merchant.  And  the  field  of  Ephron,  which  was  in  Machpe* 
lah,  which  was  before  Manure,  the  field,  and  the  cave  which  was 
therein,  and  all  the  trees  that  were  in  the  field,  that  were  mail 
the  borders  round  about,  were  made  sure  unto  Abraham  for  a 
possession  in  the  presence  of  the  children  of  Heth,  before  all 
that  went  in  at  the  gate  of  his  city.  And  after  this,  Abraham 
buried  Sarah  his  wife  in  the  cave  of  the  field  of  Machpelah  be- 
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fore  Mamre:  the  same  is  Hebron  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  And  the 
field,  and  the  cave  that  is  therein,  were  made  sure  unto  Abraham 
for  a  possession  of  a  burying  place  by  the  sons  of  Heth. 


The  Story  of  Isaac  and 

And  Abraham  was  old,  and  well  stricken  in  age:  and  the  Lord 
had  blessed  Abraham  in  all  things.  And  Abraham  said  unto  his 
eldest  servant  of  his  house,  that  ruled  over  all  that  he  had,  "Put, 
I  pray  thee,  thy  hand  under  my  thigh;  and  I  will  make  thee  swear 
by  the  Lord,  the  God  of  heaven,  and  the  God  of  the  earth,  that 
thou  shalt  not  take  a  wife  unto  my  son  of  the  daughters  of  the 
Canaanites,  among  whom  I  dwell:  but  thou  shalt  go  unto  my 
country,  and  to  my  kindred,  and  take  a  wife  unto  my  son  Isaac." 

And  the  servant  said  unto  him,  "Peradventure  the  woman 
will  not  be  willing  to  follow  me  unto  this  land:  must  I  needs 
bring  thy  son  again  unto  the  land  from  whence  thou  earnest?" 

And  Abraham  said  unto  him,  "Beware  thou  that  thou  bring 
not  my  son  thither  again.  The  Lord  God  of  heaven,  which  took 
me  from  my  father's  house,  and  from  the  land  of  my  kindred, 
and  which  spoke  unto  me,  and  that  swore  unto  me,  saying,  'Unto 
thy  seed  will  I  give  this  land';  he  shall  send  his  angel  before 
thee,  and  thou  shalt  take  a  wife  unto  my  son  from  thence.  And 
if  the  woman  will  not  be  willing  to  follow  thee,  then  thou  shalt 
be  clear  from  this  my  oath:  only  bring  not  my  son  thither  again." 

And  the  servant  put  his  hand  under  the  thigh  of  Abraham  his 
master,  and  swore  to  him  concerning  that  matter.  And  the  serv- 
ant took  ten  camels  of  the  camels  of  his  master,  and  departed; 
for  all  the  goods  of  his  master  were  in  his  hand:  and  he  arose, 
and  went  to  Mesopotamia,  unto  the  city  of  Nahor.  And  he  made 
his  camels  to  kneel  down  without  the  city  by  a  well  of  water  at 
the  time  of  the  evening,  even  the  time  that  women  go  out  to 
draw  water. 

And  he  said,  "O  Lord  God  of  my  master  Abraham,  I  pray 
thee,  send  me  good  speed  this  day,  and  show  kindness  unto  my 
master  Abraham.  Behold,  I  stand  here  by  the  well  of  water;  and 
the  daughters  of  the  men  of  the  city  come  out  to  draw  water. 
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Let  it  come  to  pass  that  the  damsel  to  whom  I  shall  say,  'Let 
down  thy  pitcher,  I  pray  thee,  that  I  may  drink ';  and  she  shall 
say,  'Drink,  and  I  will  give  thy  camels  drink  also':  let  the  same 
be  she  that  thou  hast  appointed  for  thy  servant  Isaac;  and  thereby 
shall  I  know  that  thou  hast  showed  kindness  unto  my  master." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  before  he  had  done  speaking,  that,  be- 
hold, Rebekah  came  out,  who  was  born  to  Bethuel,  son  of  Mil- 
cah,  the  wife  of  Nahor,  Abraham's  brother,  with  her  pitcher 
upon  her  shoulder.  And  the  damsel  was  very  fair  to  look  upon, 
a  virgin,  neither  had  any  man  known  her:  and  she  went  down  to 
the  well,  and  filled  her  pitcher,  and  came  up. 

And  the  servant  ran  to  meet  her,  and  said,  "Let  me,  I  pray 
thee,  drink  a  little  water  of  thy  pitcher."  And  she  said,  "Drink, 
my  lord";  and  she  hastened,  and  let  down  her  pitcher  upon  her 
hand,  and  gave  him  drink.  And  when  she  had  done  giving  him 
drink,  she  said,  "I  will  draw  water  for  thy  camels  also,  until 
they  have  done  drinking."  And  she  hastened,  and  emptied  her 
pitcher  into  the  trough,  and  ran  again  unto  the  well  to  draw 
water,  and  drew  for  all  his  camels.  And  the  man  wondering  at 
her  held  his  peace,  to  wit  whether  the  Lord  had  made  his  jour" 
ney  prosperous  or  not. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  the  camels  had  done  drinking,  that 
the  man  took  a  golden  earring  of  half  a  shekel  weight,  and  two 
bracelets  for  her  hands  of  ten  shekels'  weight  of  gold;  and  said, 
"Whose  daughter  art  thou?  tell  me,  I  pray  thee:  is  there  room  in 
thy  father's  house  for  us  to  lodge  in?" 

And  she  said  unto  him,  "I  am  the  daughter  of  Bethuel  the  son 
of  Milcah,  which  she  bore  unto  Nahor/'  She  said  moreover  unto 
him,  "We  have  both  straw  and  provender  enough,  and  room  to 
lodge  in." 

And  the  man  bowed  down  his  head,  and  worshipped  the 
Lord.  And  he  said,  "Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  my  master 
Abraham,  who  hath  not  left  destitute  my  master  of  his  mercy 
and  his  truth;  1  being  in  the  way,  the  Lord  led  me  to  the  house  of 
my  master's  brethren/' 

And  the  damsel  ran,  and  told  them  of  her  mother's  house 
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these  things.  And  Rebekah  had  a  brother,  and  his  name  was 
Laban:  and  Laban  ran  out  unto  the  man,  unto  the  well  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  he  saw  the  earring  and  bracelets  upon  his 
sister's  hands,  and  when  he  heard  the  words  of  Rebekah  his  sis- 
ter, saying,  "Thus  spoke  the  man  unto  me";  that  he  came  unto  the 
man;  and,  behold,  he  stood  by  the  camels  at  the  well 

And  he  said,  "Come  in,  thou  blessed  of  the  Lord;  wherefore 
standest  thou  without?  for  I  have  prepared  the  house,  and  room 
for  the  camels." 

And  the  man  came  into  the  house;  and  he  ungirded  his  camels, 
and  gave  straw  and  provender  for  the  camels,  and  water  to  wash 
his  feet,  and  the  men's  feet  that  were  with  him.  And  there  was 
set  meat  before  him  to  eat:  but  he  said,  "I  will  not  eat  until  I 
have  told  mine  errand."  And  he  said,  "Speak  on." 

And  he  said,  "I  am  Abraham's  servant.  And  the  Lord  hath 
blessed  my  master  greatly;  and  he  is  become  great:  and  he  hath 
given  him  flocks,  and  herds,  and  silver,  and  gold,  and  menserv 
ants,  and  maidservants,  and  camels,  and  asses.  And  Sarah  my 
master's  wife  bore  a  son  to  my  master  when  she  was  old:  and 
unto  him  hath  he  given  all  that  he  hath.  And  my  master  made  me 
swear,  saying,  Thou  shalt  not  take  a  wife  to  my  son  of  the 
daughters  of  the  Canaanites,  in  whose  land  I  dwell:  but  thou 
shalt  go  unto  my  father's  house,  and  to  my  kindred,  and  take  a 
wife  unto  my  son. '  And  I  said  unto  my  master,  Teradventure 
the  woman  will  not  follow  me. '  And  he  said  unto  me,  The  Lord, 
before  whom  I  walk,  will  send  his  angel  with  thee,  and  prosper 
thy  way;  and  thou  shalt  take  a  wife  for  my  son  of  my  kindred, 
and  of  my  father's  house:  then  shalt  thou  be  clear  from  this  my 
oath,  when  thou  comest  to  my  kindred;  and  if  they  give  not  thee 
one,  thou  shalt  be  clear  from  my  oatL '  And  I  came  this  day  unto 
the  well,  and  said,  'O  Lord  God  of  my  master  Abraham,  if  now 
thou  do  prosper  my  way  which  I  go,  behold,  I  stand  by  the  well 
of  water;  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  when  the  virgin  cometh 
forth  to  draw  water,  and  I  say  to  her,  "Give  me,  I  pray  thee,  a 
little  water  of  thy  pitcher  to  drink";  and  she  say  to  me,  "Both 
drink  thou,  and  I  will  also  draw  for  thy  camels":  let  the  same  be 
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the  woman  whom  the  Lord  hath  appointed  out  for  my  master's 
son/  And  before  I  had  done  speaking  in  mine  heart,  behold,  Re- 
bekah  came  forth  with  her  pitcher  on  her  shoulder;  and  she  went 
down  unto  the  well,  and  drew  water:  and  I  said  unto  her,  'Let 
me  drink,  I  pray  thee. '  And  she  made  haste,  and  let  down  her 
pitcher  from  her  shoulder,  and  said,  'Drink,  and  I  will  give  thy 
camels  drink  also':  so  I  drank,  and  she  made  the  camels  drink 
also.  And  I  asked  her,  and  said,  'Whose  daughter  art  thou?'  And 
she  said,  The  daughter  of  Bethuel,  Nahor's  son,  whom  Milcah 
bore  unto  him':  and  I  put  the  earring  upon  her  face,  and  the  brace- 
let $  upon  her  hands.  And  I  bowed  down  my  head,  and  worshipped 
the  Lord,  and  blessed  the  Lord  God  of  my  master  Abraham, 
which  had  led  me  in  the  right  way  to  take  my  master's  brother's 
daughter  unto  his  son.  And  now  if  ye  will  deal  kindly  and  truly 
with  my  master,  tell  me:  and  if  not,  tell  me;  that  I  may  turn  to 
the  right  hand,  or  to  the  left." 

Then  Laban  and  Bethuel  answered  and  said,  "The  thing  pro- 
ceedeth  from  the  Lord:  we  cannot  speak  unto  thee  bad  or  good, 
Behold,  Rebekah  is  before  thee,  take  her,  and  go,  and  let  her  be 
thy  master's  son's  wife,  as  the  Lord  hath  spoken/' 

And  it  came  to  pass  that,  when  Abraham's  servant  heard 
their  words,  he  worshipped  the  Lord,  bowing  himself  to  the 
earth.  And  the  servant  brought  forth  jewels  of  silver,  and  jewels 
of  gold,  and  raiment,  and  gave  them  to  Rebekah:  he  gave  also  to 
her  brother  and  to  her  mother  precious  things.  And  they  did  eat 
and  drink)  he  and  the  men  that  were  with  him,  and  tarried  all 
night;  and  they  rose  up  in  the  morning,  and  he  said,  "Send  me 
away  unto  my  master," 

And  her  brother  and  her  mother  said,  "Let  the  damsel  abide 
with  us  a  few  days,  at  the  least  ten;  after  that  she  shall  go/' 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Hinder  me  not,  seeing  the  Lord  hath 
prospered  my  way;  send  me  away  that  I  may  go  to  my  master/' 

And  they  said,  "We  will  call  the  damsel,  and  enquire  at  her 
mouth/' 

And  they  called  Rebekah,  and  said  unto  her,  "Wilt  thou  go 
with  this  man?" 
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And  she  said,  T  will  go." 

And  they  sent  away  Rebekah  their  sister,  and  her  nurse,  and 
Abraham's  servant,  and  his  men.  And  they  blessed  Rebekah, 
and  said  unto  her,  "Thou  art  our  sister,  be  thou  the  mother  of 
thousands  of  millions,  and  let  thy  seed  possess  the  gate  of  those 
which  hate  them." 

And  Rebekah  arose,  and  her  damsels,  and  they  rode  upon  the 
camels,  and  followed  the  man:  and  the  servant  took  Rebekah, 
and  went  his  way. 

And  Isaac  came  from  the  way  of  the  well  Lahai-roi;  for  he 
dwelt  in  the  south  country.  And  Isaac  went  out  to  meditate  in 
the  field  at  the  eventide:  and  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw,  and, 
behold,  the  camels  were  coming. 

And  Rebekah  lifted  up  her  eyes,  and  when  she  saw  Isaac,  she 
lighted  off  the  camel.  For  she  had  said  unto  the  servant,  "What 
man  is  this  that  walketh  in  the  field  to  meet  us?"  And  the  servant 
had  said,  "It  is  my  master":  therefore  she  took  a  veil,  and  cov- 
ered herself. 

And  the  servant  told  Isaac  all  things  that  he  had  done.  And 
Isaac  brought  her  into  his  mother  Sarah's  tent,  and  took  Re- 
bekah, and  she  became  his  wife;  and  he  loved  her:  and  Isaac  was 
comforted  after  his  mother's  death. 

And  these  are  the  days  of  the  years  of  Abraham's  life  which 
he  lived,  a  hundred  threescore  and  fifteen  years.  Then  Abra- 
ham gave  up  the  ghost,  and  died  in  a  good  old  age,  an  old  man, 
and  full  of  years;  and  was  gathered  to  his  people.  And  his  sons 
Isaac  and  Ishmael  buried  him  in  the  cave  of  Machpelah,-  in  the 
field  of  Ephron  the  son  of  Zohar  the  Hittite,  which  is  before 
Mamre:  the  field  which  Abraham  purchased  of  the  sons  of  Heth: 
there  was  Abraham  buried,  and  Sarah  his  wife. 

And  Isaac  was  forty  years  old  when  he  took  Rebekah  to  wife, 
the  daughter  of  Bethuel  the  Syrian  of  Padan-aram,  the  sister  to 
Laban  the  Syrian.  And  Isaac  intreated  the  Lord  for  his  wife,  be- 
cause she  was  barren:  and  the  Lord  was  intreated  of  him,  and 
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Rebekah  his  wife  conceived.  And  the  children  struggled  together 
within  her;  and  she  said,  "If  it  be  so,  why  am  I  thus?" 

And  she  went  to  enquire  of  the  Lord. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  her, 

"Two  nations  are  in  thy  womb, 

And  two  manner  of  people  shall  be  separated  from  thy  bowels; 
And  the  one  people  shall  be  stronger  than  the  other  people; 
And  the  elder  shall  serve  the  younger!' 

And  when  her  days  to  be  delivered  were  fulfilled,  behold, 
there  were  twins  in  her  womb.  And  the  first  came  out  red,  all 
over  like  a  hairy  garment;  and  they  called  his  name  Esau.  And 
after  that  came  his  brother  out,  and  his  hand  took  hold  on  Esau's 
heel;  and  his  name  was  called  Jacob:  and  Isaac  was  threescore 
years  old  when  she  bore  them.  And  the  boys  grew:  and  Esau 
was  a  cunning  hunter,  a  man  of  the  field;  and  Jacob  was  a  plain 
man,  dwelling  in  tents. 

And  Isaac  loved  Esau,  because  he  did  eat  of  his  venison:  but 
Rebekah  loved  Jacob, 

Tke  Story  of  Jacob 

And  Jacob  sod  pottage:  and  Esau  came  from  the  field,  and  he 
was  faint:  and  Esau  said  to  Jacob,  "Feed  me,  I  pray  thee,  with 
that  same  red  pottage;  for  I  am  faint"  (therefore  was  his  name 
called  Edom). 

And  Jacob  said,  "Sell  me  this  day  thy  birthright." 

And  Esau  said,  "Behold,  I  am  at  the  point  to  die:  and  what 
profit  shall  this  birthright  do  to  me?" 

And  Jacob  said,  "Swear  to  me  this  day!" 

And  he  swore  unto  him:  and  he  sold  his  birthright  unto  Jacob. 
Then  Jacob  gave  Esau  bread  and  pottage  of  lentils;  and  he  did 
eat  and  drink,  and  rose  up,  and  went  his  way:  thus  Esau  despised 
his  birthright. 

And  Esau  was  forty  years  old  when  he  took  to  wife  Judith 
the  daughter  of  Beeri  the  Hittite,  and  Bashemath  the  daughter 
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of  Elon  the  Hittite:  which  were  a  grief  of  mind  unto  Isaac  and 
to  Rebekah. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  Isaac  was  old,  and  his  eyes 
were  dim,  so  that  he  could  not  see,  he  called  Esau  his  eldest  son, 
and  said  unto  him,  "My  son":  and  he  said  unto  him,  "Behold, 
here  am  I." 

And  he  said,  "Behold  now,  I  am  old,  I  know  not  the  day  of  my 
death.  Now  therefore  take,  I  pray  thee,  thy  weapons,  thy  quiver 
and  thy  bow,  and  go  out  to  the  field,  and  take  me  some  venison; 
and  make  me  savoury  meat,  such  as  I  love,  and  bring,  it  to  me, 
that  I  may  eat;  that  my  soul  may  bless  thee  before  I  die/' 

And  Rebekah  heard  when  Isaac  spoke  to  Esau  his  son.  And 
Esau  went  to  the  field  to  hunt  for  venison,  and  to  bring  it.  And 
Rebekah  spoke  unto  Jacob  her  son,  saying, 

"Behold,  I  heard  thy  father  speak  unto  Esau  thy  brother,  say- 
ing, 'Bring  me  venison,  and  make  me  savoury  meat,  that  I  may  eat, 
and  bless  thee  before  the  Lord  before  my  death. '  Now  therefore, 
my  son,  obey  my  voice  according  to  that  which  I  command  thee. 
Go  now  to  the  flock,  and  fetch  me  from  thence  two  good  kids  of 
the  goats;  and  I  will  make  them  savoury  meat  for  thy  father,  such 
as  he  loveth:  and  thou  shalt  bring  it  to  thy  father,  that  he  may 
eat,  and  that  he  may  bless  thee  before  his  death." 

And  Jacob  said  to  Rebekah  his  mother,  "Behold,  Esau  my 
brother  is  a  hairy  man,  and  I  am  a  smooth  man.  My  father  perad- 
venture  will  feel  me,  and  I  shall  seem  to  him  as  a  deceiver;  and  I 
shall  bring  a  curse  upon  me,  and  not  a  blessing." 

And  his  mother  said  unto  him,  "Upon  me  be  thy  curse,  my 
son:  only  obey  my  voice,  and  go  fetch  me  them." 

And  he  went,  and  fetched,  and  brought  them  to  his  mother; 
and  his  mother  made  savoury  meat,  such  as  his  father  loved.  And 
Rebekah  took  goodly  raiment  of  her  eldest  son  Esau,  which  were 
with  her  in  the  house,  and  put  them  upon  Jacob  her  younger  son; 
and  she  put  the  skins  of  the  kids  of  the  goats  upon  his  hands,  and 
upon  the  smooth  of  his  neck;  and  she  gave  the  savoury  meat  and 
the  bread,  which  she  had  prepared,  into  the  hand  of  her  son  Jacob. 
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And  lie  came  unto  his  father,  and  said,  "My  father":  and  he 
said,  "Here  am  I;  who  art  thou,  my  son?" 

And  Jacob  said  unto  his  father,  "I  am  Esau  thy  firstborn;  I 
have  done  according  as  thou  badest  me:  arise,  I  pray  thee,  sit  and 
eat  of  my  venison,  that  thy  soul  may  bless  me." 

And  Isaac  said  unto  his  son,  "How  is  it  that  thou  hast  found  it 
so  quickly,  my  son?" 

And  he  said,  "Because  the  Lord  thy  God  brought  it  to  me." 

And  Isaac  said  unto  Jacob,  "Come  near,  I  pray  thee,  that  I 
may  feel  thee,  rny  son,  whether  thou  be  my  very  son  Esau  or  not. " 

And  Jacob  went  near  unto  Isaac  his  father;  and  he  felt  him, 
and  said,  "The  voice  is  Jacob's  voice,  but  the  hands  are  the  hands 
of  Esau." 

And  he  discerned  him.  not,  because  his  hands  were  hairy,  as 
his  brother  Esau's  hands:  so  he  blessed  him.  And  he  said,  "Art 
thou  my  very  son  Esau?" 

And  he  said,  "I  am." 

And  he  said,  "Bring  it  near  to  me,  and  I  will  eat  of  my  son's 
venison,  that  my  soul  may  bless  thee/' 

And  he  brought  it  near  to  him,  and  he  did  eat:  and  he  brought 
him  wine,  and  he  drank.  And  his  father  Isaac  said  unto  him, 
"Come  near  now,  and  kiss  me,  my  son." 

And  he  came  near;  and  kissed  him:  and  he  srnelled  the  smell 
of  his  raiment,  and  blessed  him,  and  said, 

"Sec,  the  smell  of  my  son 

Is  as  the  smell  of  a  field  which  the  Lord  hath  blessed: 
Therefore  God  give  thee  of  the  dew  of  heaven, 
And  thefatmss  of  the  earth, 
And  plenty  of  corn  and  wine: 
Let  people  serve,  thee, 
And  nations  bow  down  to  thee: 
Be  lord  over  thy  brethren, 
And  let  thy  mother's  sons  bow  down  to  thte: 
Cursed  be  every  one  that  cursdh  thee, 
And  blessed  be  he  that  blessdh  I  litre." 
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And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  Isaac  had  made  an  end  of  bless- 
ing Jacob,  and  Jacob  was  yet  scarce  gone  out  from  the  presence 
of  Isaac  his  father,  that  Esau  his  brother  came  in  from  his  hunt- 
ing. And  he  also  had  made  savoury  meat,  and  brought  it  unto 
his  father,  and  said  unto  his  father,  "Let  my  father  arise,  and  eat 
of  his  son's  venison,  that  thy  soul  may  bless  me." 

And  Isaac  his  father  said  unto  him,  "Who  art  thou?" 

And  he  said,  "I  am  thy  son,  thy  firstborn  Esau/' 

And  Isaac  trembled  very  exceedingly,  and  said,  "Who?  where 
is  he  that  hath  taken  venison,  and  brought  it  me,  and  I  have  eaten 
of  all  before  thou  earnest,  and  have  blessed  him?  yea,  and  he  shall 
be  blessed." 

And  when  Esau  heard  the  words  of  his  father,  he  cried  with 
a  great  and  exceeding  bitter  cry,  and  said  unto  his  father,  "Bless 
me,  even  me  also,  O  my  father." 

And  he  said,  ''Thy  brother  came  with  subtilty,  and  hath  taken 
away  thy  blessing." 

And  he  said,  "Is  not  he  rightly  named  Jacob?  for  he  hath  sup- 
planted me  these  two  times:  he  took  away  my  birthright;  and, 
behold,  now  he  hath  taken  away  my  blessing."  And  he  said, 
"Hast  thou  not  reserved  a  blessing  for  me?" 

And  Isaac  answered  and  said  unto  Esau, 

"Behold,  I  have  made  him  thy  lord,  and  all  his  brethren  have 
I  given  to  him  for  servants;  and  with  corn  and  wine  have  I  sus- 
tained him;  and  what  shall  I  do  now  unto  thee,  my  son?" 

And  Esau  said  unto  his  father,  "Hast  thou  but  one  blessing, 
my  father?  bless  me,  even  me  also,  O  my  father." 

And  Esau  lifted  up  his  voice,  and  wept. 

And  Isaac  his  father  answered  and  said  unto  him, 

"Behold,  thy  dwelling  shall  be  the  fatness  of  the  earth. 
And  of  the  dew  of  heaven  from  above; 
And  by  thy  sword  shah  thou  live, 
And  shalt  serve  thy  brother; 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  when  thou  shalt  have  the  dominion, 
That  ihou  shalt  break  his  yoke  from  ojj  thy  neck" 

I  39  I 


THE  BOOK  OF  GENESIS 

And  Esau  hated  Jacob  because  of  the  blessing  wherewith  his 
father  blessed  him:  and  Esau  said  in  his  heart,  "The  days  of 
mourning  for  my  father  are  at  hand;  then  will  I  slay  my  brother 
Jacob." 

And  these  words  of  Esau  her  elder  son  were  told  to  Rebekah: 
and  she  sent  and  called  Jacob  her  younger  son,  and  said  unto 
him,  "Behold,  thy  brother  Esau,  as  touching  thee,  doth  comfort 
himself,  purposing  to  kill  thee.  Now  therefore,  my  son,  obey  my 
voice;  and  arise,  flee  thou  to  Laban  my  brother  to  Haran.  And 
tarry  with  him  a  few  days,  until  thy  brother's  fury  turn  away; 
until  thy  brother's  anger  turn  away  from  thee,  and  he  forget  that 
which  thou  hast  done  to  him.  Then  I  will  send,  and  fetch  thee 
from  thence:  why  should  I  be  deprived  also  of  you  both  in  one 
day?" 

And  Rebekah  said  to  Isaac,  "I  am  weary  of  my  life  because  of 
the  daughters  of  Heth:  if  Jacob  take  a  wife  of  the  daughters  of 
Heth,  such  as  these  which  are  of  the  daughters  of  the  land,  what 
good  shall  my  life  do  me?" 

And  Isaac  called  Jacob,  and  blessed  him,  and  charged  him, 
and  said  unto  him,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  a  wife  of  the  daughters 
of  Canaan.  Arise,  go  to  Padan-ararn,  to  the  hoUvSe  of  Bethuel  thy 
mother's  father;  and  take  thee  a  wife  from  thence  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  Laban  thy  mother's  brother.  And  God  Almighty  bless 
thee,  and  make  thee  fruitful,  and  multiply  thee,  that  thou  may- 
est  be  a  multitude  of  people;  and  give  thee  the  blessing  of  Abra- 
ham, to  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  with  thee;  that  thou  may  est  inherit 
the  land  wherein  thou  art  a  stranger,  which  God  gave  unto 
Abraham." 

And  Jacob  went  out  f  torn  Beer-sheba,  and  went  toward  Haran, 
And  he  lighted  upon  a  certain  place,  and  tarried  there  all  night, 
because  the  sun  was  set;  and  he  took  of  the  stones  of  that  place, 
and  put  them  for  his  pillows,  and  lay  down  in  that  place  to  sleep. 
And  he  dreamed,  and,  behold,  a  ladder  set  up  on  the  earth,  and 
the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven:  and,  behold,  the  angels  of  God 
ascending  and  descending  on  it.  And,  behold,  the  Lord  stood 
above  it,  and  said, 
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"I  am  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham  thy  father,  and  the  God  of 
Isaac:  the  land  whereon  thou  liest,  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to 
thy  seed;  and  thy  seed  shall  be  as  the  dust  of  the  earth,  and  thou 
shalt  spread  abroad  to  the  west,  and  to  the  east,  and  to  the 
north,  and  to  the  south:  and  in  thee  and  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the 
families  of  the  earth  be  blessed.  And,  behold,  I  am  with  thee, 
and  will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither  thou  goest,  and  will 
bring  thee  again  into  this  land;  for  I  will  not  leave  thee  until  I 
have  done  that  which  I  have  spoken  to  thee  of." 

And  Jacob  awaked  out  of  his  sleep,  and  he  said,  "Surely  the 
Lord  is  in  this  place;  and  I  knew  it  not." 

And  he  was  afraid,  and  said,  "How  dreadful  is  this  place! 
this  is  none  other  but  the  house  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of 
heaven. " 

And  Jacob  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  took  the  stone 
that  he  had  put  for  his  pillows,  and  set  it  up  for  a  pillar,  and 
poured  oil  upon  the  top  of  it.  And  he  called  the  name  of  that 
place  Beth-el:  but  the  name  of  that  city  was  called  Luz  at  the 
first.  And  Jacob  vowed  a  vow,  saying,  "If  God  will  be  with  me, 
and  will  keep  me  in  this  way  that  I  go,  and  will  give  me  bread 
to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on,  so  that  I  come  again  to  my  fa" 
ther's  house  in  peace;  then  shall  the  Lord  be  my  God:  and  this 
stone,  which  I  have  set  for  a  pillar,  shall  be  God's  house:  and 
of  all  that  thou  shalt  give  me  I  will  surely  give  the  tenth  unto 
thee." 

Then  Jacob  went  on  his  journey,  and  came  into  the  land  of 
the  people  of  the  east.  And  he  looked,  and  beheld  a  well  in  the 
field,  and,  lo,  there  were  three  flocks  of  sheep  lying  by  it;  for  out 
of  that  well  they  watered  the  flocks:  and  a  great  stone  was  upon 
the  well's  mouth.  And  thither  were  all  the  flocks  gathered:  and 
they  rolled  the  stone  from  the  well's  mouth,  and  watered  the 
sheep,  and  put  the  stone  again  upon  the  well's  mouth  in  his  place. 

And  Jacob  said  unto  them,  "My  brethren,  whence  be  ye?" 
And  they  said,  "Of  Haran  are  we." 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Know  ye  Laban  the  son  of  Nahor?" 
And  they  said,  "We  know  him." 
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And  he  said  unto  them,  "Is  he  well?"  And  they  said,  "He  is 
well:  and,  behold,  Rachel  his  daughter  cometh  with  the  sheep. " 

And  he  said,  "Lo,  it  is  yet  high  day,  neither  is  it  time  that  the 
cattle  should  be  gathered  together:  water  ye  the  sheep,  and  go 
and  feed  them."  And  they  said,  "We  cannot,  until  all  the  flocks 
be  gathered  together,  and  till  they  roll  the  stone  from  the  well's 
mouth;  then  we  water  the  sheep." 

And  while  he  yet  spoke  with  them,  Rachel  came  with  her 
father's  sheep:  for  she  kept  them.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Jacob  saw  Rachel  the  daughter  of  Laban  his  mother's  brother, 
and  the  sheep  of  Laban  his  mother's  brother,  that  Jacob  went 
near,  and  rolled  the  stone  from  the  well's  mouth,  and  watered, 
the  flock  of  Laban  his  mother's  brother.  Andjacob  kissed  Rachel, 
and  lifted  up  his  voice,  and  wept.  And  Jacob  told  Rachel  that 
he  was  her  father's  brother,  and  that  he  was  Rebekah's  son:  and 
she  ran  and  told  her  father.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Laban 
heard  the  tidings  of  Jacob  his  sister's  son,  that  he  ran  to  meet 
him,  and  embraced  him,  and  kissed  him,  and  brought  him  to  his 
house.  And  he  told  Laban  all  these  things.  And  Laban  said  to 
him,  "Surely  thou  art  my  bone  and  my  flesh."  And  he  abode  with 
him  the  space  of  a  month. 

And  Laban  said  unto  Jacob,  "Because  thou  art  my  brother, 
shouldest  thou  therefore  serve  me  for  nought?  tell  me,  what  shall 
thy  wagCvS  be?" 

And  Laban  had  two  daughters:  the  name  ot  the  elder  was 
Leah,  and  the  name  of  the  younger  was  Rachel.  Leah  was  tender* 
eyed;  but  Rachel  was  beautiful  and  well  favoured.  And  Jacob 
loved  Rachel;  and  said,  "1  will  serve  thee  seven  years  for  Rachel 
thy  younger  daughter/1 

And  Laban  said,  "It  is  better  that  1  give  her  to  thee  than  that 
I  should  give  her  to  another  man,  Abide  with  me," 

Andjacob  served  seven  years  for  Rachel;  and  they  seemed 
unto  him  but  a  few  days,  for  the  love  he  had  to  her,  Andjacob 
said  unto  Laban,  "Give  me  my  wife,  for  my  days  are  fulfilled, 
that  1  may  go  in  unto  her." 

And  Laban  gathered  together  all  the  men  of  the  place,  and 
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made  a  feast.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  evening  that  he  took 
Leah  his  daughter,  and  brought  her  to  him;  and  he  went  in  unto 
her.  And  Laban  gave  unto  his  daughter  Leah  Zilpah  his  maid 
for  a  handmaid. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  in  the  morning,  behold,  it  was  Leah: 
and  he  said  to  Laban,  "What  is  this  thou  hast  done  unto  me?  did 
not  I  serve  with  thee  for  Rachel?  wherefore  then  hast  thou  be- 
guiled me?" 

And  Laban  said,  "It  must  not  be  so  done  in  our  country,  to 
give  the  younger  before  the  firstborn.  Fulfil  her  week,  and  we 
will  give  thee  this  also  for  the  service  which  thou  shalt  serve 
with  me  yet  seven  other  years." 

And  Jacob  did  so,  and  fulfilled  her  week:  and  he  gave  him 
Rachel  his  daughter  to  wife  also.  And  Laban  gave  to  Rachel  his 
daughter  Bilhah  his  handmaid  to  be  her  maid.  And  he  went  in 
also  unto  Rachel,  and  he  loved  also  Rachel  more  than  Leah,  and 
served  with  him  yet  seven  other  years. 

And  when  the  Lord  saw  that  Leah  was  hated,  he  opened  her 
womb:  but  Rachel  was  barren.  And  Leah  conceived,  and  bore  a 
son,  and  she  called  his  name  Reuben:  for  she  said,  "Surely  the 
Lord  hath  looked  upon  my  affliction;  now  therefore  my  husband 
will  love  me."  And  she  conceived  again,  and  bore  a  son;  and 
said,  "Because  the  Lord  hath  heard  that  I  was  hated,  he  hath 
therefore  given  me  this  son  also":  and  she  called  his  name  Simeon. 
And  she  conceived  again,  and  bore  a  son;  and  said,  "Now  this 
time  will  my  husband  be  joined  unto  me,  because  I  have  borne 
him  three  sons":  therefore  was  his  name  called  Levi.  And  she 
conceived  again,  and  bore  a  son:  and  she  said,  "Now  will  I 
praise  the  Lord":, therefore  she  called  his  name  Judah;  and  left 
bearing. 

And  when  Rachel  saw  that  she  bore  Jacob  no  children,  Ra- 
chel envied  her  sister;  and  said  unto  Jacob,  "Give  me  children, 
or  else  I  die." 

And  Jacob's  anger  was  kindled  against  Rachel:  and  he  said, 
"Am  I  in  God's  stead,  who  hath  withheld  from  thee  the  fruit  of 
the  womb?" 
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And  she  said,  "Behold  my  maid  Bilhah,  go  in  unto  her;  and 
she  shall  bear  upon  my  knees,  that  I  may  also  have  children  by 
her." 

And  she  gave  him  Bilhah  her  handmaid  to  wife:  and  Jacob 
went  in  unto  her.  And  Bilhah  conceived,  and  bore  Jacob  a  son. 
And  Rachel  said,  "God  hath  judged  me,  and  hath  also  heard  my 
voice,  and  hath  given  me  a  son":  therefore  called  she  his  name 
Dan.  And  Bilhah  Rachel's  maid  conceived  again,  and  bore  Jacob 
a  second  son.  And  Rachel  said,  "With  great  wrestlings  have  I 
wrestled  with  my  sister,  and  I  have  prevailed":  and  she  called 
his  name  Naphtali. 

When  Leah  saw  that  she  had  left  bearing,  she  took  Zilpah 
her  maid,  and  gave  her  Jacob  to  wife.  And  Zilpah  Leah's  maid 
bore  Jacob  a  son.  And  Leah  said,  "A  troop  cometh":  and  she 
called  his  name  Gad.  And  Zilpah  Leah's  maid  bore  Jacob  a  sec- 
ond son.  And  Leah  said,  "Happy  am  I,  for  the  daughters  will 
call  me  blessed":  and  she  called  his  name  Asher. 

And  Reuben  went  in  the  days  of  wheat  harvest,  and  found 
mandrakes  in  the  field,  and  brought  them  unto  his  mother  Leah. 
Then  Rachel  said  to  Leah,  "Give  me,  I  pray  thee,  of  thy  son's 
mandrakes." 

And  she  said  unto  her,  "Is  it  a  small  matter  that  thou  hast 
taken  my  husband?  and  wouldest  thou  take  away  my  son's  man- 
drakes also?" 

And  Rachel  said,  "Therefore  he  shall  lie  with  thee  to-night 
for  thy  son's  mandrakes." 

And  Jacob  came  out  of  the  field  in  the  evening,  and  Leah  went 
out  to  meet  him,  and  said,  "Thou  must  come  in  unto  me;  for  surely 
I  have  hired  thee  with  my  son's  mandrakes."  And  he  lay  with 
her  that  night. 

And  God  hearkened  unto  Leah,  and  she  conceived,  and  bore 
Jacob  the  fifth  son,  And  Leah  said,  "God  hath  given  me  my  hire, 
because  I  have  given  my  maiden  to  my  husband":  and  she  called 
his  name  Issaehar,  And  Leah  conceived  again,  and  bore  Jacob 
the  sixth  son.  And  Leah  said,  "God  hath  endued  me  with  a  good 
dowry;  now  will  my  husband  dwell  with  me,  because  1  have 
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borne  him  six  sons":  and  she  called  his  name  Zebulun.  And  after- 
wards she  bore  a  daughter,  and  called  her  name  Dinah. 

And  God  remembered  Rachel,  and  God  hearkened  to  her, 
and  opened  her  womb.  And  she  conceived,  and  bore  a  son;  and 
said,  "God  hath  taken  away  my  reproach":  and  she  called  his 
name  Joseph;  and  said,  "The  Lord  shall  add  to  me  another  son." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Rachel  had  borne  Joseph,  that  Jacob 
said  unto  Laban;  "Send  me  away,  that  I  may  go  unto  mine  own 
place,  and  to  my  country.  Give  me  my  wives  and  my  children, 
for  whom  I  have  served  thee,  and  let  me  go:  for  thou  knowest 
my  service  which  I  have  done  thee." 

And  Laban  said  unto  him,  "I  pray  thee,  if  I  have  found  favour 
in  thine  eyes,  tarry:  for  I  have  learned  by  experience  that  the 
Lord  hath  blessed  me  for  thy  sake."  And  he  said,  "Appoint  me 
thy  wages,  and  I  will  give  it." 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "Thou  knowest  how  I  have  served  thee, 
and  how  thy  cattle  was  with  me.  For  it  was  little  which  thou 
hadst  before  I  came,  and  it  is  now  increased  unto  a  multitude; 
and  the  Lord  hath  blessed  thee  since  my  coming:  and  now  when 
shall  I  provide  for  mine  own  house  also?" 

And  he  said,  "What  shall  I  give  thee?" 

And  Jacob  said,  "Thou  shalt  not  give  me  any  thing:  if  thou 
wilt  do  this  thing  for  me,  I  will  again  feed  and  keep  thy  flock. 
I  will  pass  through  all  thy  flock  to-day,  removing  from  thence 
all  the  speckled  and  spotted  cattle,  and  all  the  brown  cattle 
among  the  sheep,  and  the  spotted  and  speckled  among  the  goats: 
and  of  such  shall  be  my  hire.  So  shall  my  righteousness  answer 
for  me  in  time  to  come,  when  it  shall  come  for  my  hire  before 
thy  face:  every  one  that  is  not  speckled  and  spotted  among  the 
goats,  and  brown  among  the  sheep,  that  shall  be  counted  stolen 
with  me." 

And  Laban  said,  "Behold,  I  would  it  might  be  according  to 
thy  word. " 

And  he  removed  that  day  the  he-goats  that  were  ringstreaked 
and  spotted,  and  all  the  she-goats  that  were  speckled  and  spot- 
ted, and  every  one  that  had  some  white  in  it,  and  all  the  brown 
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among  the  sheep,  and  gave  them  into  the  hand  of  his  sons.  And 
he  set  three  days'  journey  betwixt  himself  and  Jacob:  and  Jacob 
fed  the  rest  of  Laban's  flocks. 

And  Jacob  took  him  rods  of  green  poplar,  and  of  the  hazel 
and  chestnut  tree;  and  peeled  white  strakes  in  them,  and  made 
the  white  appear  which  was  in  the  rods.  And  he  set  the  rods 
which  he  had  peeled  before  the  flocks  in  the  gutters  in  the  water- 
ing troughs  when  the  flocks  came  to  drink,  that  they  should  con- 
ceive when  they  came  to  drink.  And  the  flocks  conceived  before 
the  rods,  and  brought  forth  cattle  ringstreaked,  speckled,  and 
spotted.  And  Jacob  did  separate  the  lambs,  and  set  the  faces  of 
the  flocks  toward  the  ringstreaked,  and  all  the  brown  in  the  flock 
of  Laban;  and  he  put  his  own  flocks  by  themselves,  and  put  them 
not  unto  Laban's  cattle.  And  it  came  to  pass,  whensoever  the 
stronger  cattle  did  conceive,  that  Jacob  laid  the  rods  before  the 
eyes  of  the  cattle  in  the  gutters,  that  they  might  conceive  among 
the  rods.  But  when  the  cattle  were  feeble,  he  put  them  not  in: 
so  the  feebler  were  Laban's,  and  the  stronger  Jacob's.  And  the 
man  increased  exceedingly,  and  had  much  cattle,  and  maidserv- 
ants, and  menservants,  and  camels,  and  asses. 

And  he  heard  the  words  of  Laban's  sons,  saying, 

"Jacob  hath  taken  away  all  that  was  our  father's;  and  of  that 
which  was  our  father's  hath  he  gotten  all  this  glory." 

And  Jacob  beheld  the  countenance  of  Laban  and,  behold,  it 
was  not  toward  him  as  before.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Jacob, 

"Return  unto  the  land  of  thy  fathers,  and  to  thy  kindred;  and 
1  will,  be  with  thee." 

And  Jacob  sent  and  called  Rachel  and  Leah  to  the  field  unto 
his  flock  and  said  unto  them, 

"I  see  your  father's  countenance,  that  it  is  not  toward  me  aus 
before;  but  the  God  of  my  father  hath  been  with  me.  And  ye 
know  that  with  all  my  power  1  have  served  your  hither,  And 
your  father  hath  deceived  me,  and  changed  my  wages  ten  times; 
but  God  suffered  him  not  to  hurt  me.  If  he  said  thus,  'The  speck" 
led  shall  be  thy  wages';  then  all  the  cattle  bore  speckled:  and  if 
lie  said  thus,  "The  ringstreaked  shall  be  thy  hire';  then  bore  all  the 
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cattle  ringstreaked  Thus  God  hath  taken  away  the  cattle  of 
your  father,  and  given  them  to  me.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the 
time  that  the  cattle  conceived,  that  I  lifted  up  mine  eyes,  and 
saw  in  a  dream,  and,  behold,  the  rams  which  leaped  upon  the 
cattle  were  ringstreaked,  speckled,  and  grisled.  And  the  angel  of 
God  spoke  unto  me  in  a  dream,  saying,  'Jacob. '  And  I  said,  'Here 
am  I. '  And  he  said,  'Lift  up  now  thine  eyes,  and  see,  all  the  rams 
which  leap  upon  the  cattle  are  ringstreaked,  speckled,  and  gri- 
sled:  for  I  have  seen  all  that  Laban  doeth  unto  thee.  I  am  the  God 
of  Beth-el,  where  thou  anointedst  the  pillar,  and  where  thou 
vowedst  a  vow  unto  me:  now  arise,  get  thee  out  from  this  land, 
and  return  unto  the  land  of  thy  kindred. ' " 

And  Rachel  and  Leah  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "Is  there 
yet  any  portion  or  inheritance  for  us  in  our  father's  house?  Are 
we  not  counted  of  him  strangers?  for  he  hath  sold  us,  and  hath 
quite  devoured  also  our  money.  For  all  the  riches  which  God 
hath  taken  from  our  father,  that  is  ours,  and  our  children's:  now 
then,  whatsoever  God  hath  said  unto  thee,  do." 

Then  Jacob  rose  up,  and  set  his  sons  and  his  wives  upon  cam- 
els; and  he  carried  away  all  his  cattle,  and  all  his  goods  which 
he  had  gotten,  the  cattle  of  his  getting,  which  he  had  gotten  in 
Padan-aram,  for  to  go  to  Isaac  his  father  in  the  land  of  Canaan. 
And  Laban  went  to  shear  his  sheep:  and  Rachel  had  stolen  the 
images  that  were  her  father's.  And  Jacob  stole  away  unawares 
to  Laban  the  Syrian,  in  that  he  told  him  not  that  he  fled.  So  he 
fled  with  all  that  he  had;  and  he  rose  up,  and  passed  over  the 
river,  and  set  his  face  toward  the  mount  Gilead. 

And  it  was  told  Laban  on  the  third  day  that  Jacob  was  fled. 
And  he  took  his  brethren  with  him,  and  pursued  after  him  seven 
days'  journey;  and  they  overtook  him  in  the  mount  Gilead.  And 
God  came  to  Laban  the  Syrian  in  a  dream  by  night,  and  said 
unto  him,  "Take  heed  that  thou  speak  not  to  Jacob  either  good 
or  bad." 

Then  Laban  overtook  Jacob.  Now  Jaco*b  had  pitched  his  tent 
in  the  mount:  and  Laban  with  his  brethren  pitched  in  the  Mount 
of  Gilead,  And  Laban  said  to  Jacob, 
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"What  hast  thou  done,  that  thou  hast  stolen  away  unawarevs 
to  me,  and  carried  away  my  daughters,  as  captives  taken  with 
the  sword?  Wherefore  didst  thou  flee  away  secretly,  and  steal 
away  from  me;  and  didst  not  tell  me,  that  I  might  have  sent  thee 
away  with  mirth,  and  with  songs,  with  tabret,  and  with  harp? 
And  hast  not  suffered  me  to  kiss  my  sons  and  my  daughters?  thou 
hast  now  done  foolishly  in  so  doing.  It  is  in  the  power  of  my 
hand  to  do  you  hurt;  but  the  God  of  your  father  spoke  unto  me 
yesternight,  saying,  Take  thou  heed  that  thou  speak  not  to  Ja- 
cob either  good  or  bad. '  And  now,  though  thou  wouldest  needs 
be  gone,  because  thou  sore  longedst  after  thy  father's  house,  yet 
wherefore  hast  thou  stolen  my  gods?" 

And  Jacob  answered  and  said  to  Laban,  "Because  I  was  afraid; 
for  I  said,  Teradventure  thou  wouldest  take  by  force  thy  daugh- 
ters from  me.'  With  whomsoever  thou  findest  thy  gods,  let  him 
not  live;  before  our  brethren  discern  thou  what  is  thine  with 
me,  and  take  it  to  thee."  For  Jacob  knew  not  that  Rachel  had 
stolen,  them. 

And  Laban  went  into  Jacob's  tent,  and  into  Leah's  tent,  and 
into  the  two  maidservants'  tents;  but  he  found  them  not.  Then 
went  he  out  of  Leah's  tent,  and  entered  into  Rachel's  tent.  Now 
Rachel  had  taken  the  images,  and  put  them  in  the  camel's  furni- 
ture, and  sat  upon  them,.  And  Laban  searched  all  the  tent,  but 
found  them  not.  And  she  said  to  her  father,  "Let  it  not  displease 
my  lord  that  I  cannot  rise  up  before  thee;  for  the  custom  of 
women  is  upon  me. "  And  he  searched,  but  found  not  the  images, 

And  Jacob  was  wroth,  and  chid  with  Laban;  and  Jacob  an- 
swered and  said  to  Laban,  "What  is  my  trespass?  what  is  my 
sin,  that  thou  hast  so  hotly  pursued  after  me?  Whereas  thou  hast 
searched  all  my  stuff,  what  hast  thou  found  of  all  thy  household 
$tuft?'set  it  here  before  my  brethren  and  thy  brethren,  that  they 
may  judge  betwixt  us  both.  This  twenty  years  have  I  been  with 
thee;  thy  ewe>s  and  thy  she-goats  have  not  cast  their  young,  and 
the  rams  of  thy  flock  have  1  not  eaten.  That  which  was  torn  of 
beasts  I  brought  not  unto  thee;  I  bore  the  loss  of  it;  of  my  hand 

|  48  | 


THE  BOOK  OF  GENESIS 

didst  them  require  it,  whether  stolen  by  day,  or  stolen  by  night. 
Thus  I  was;  in  the  day  the  drought  consumed  me,  and  the  frost 
by  night;  and  my  sleep  departed  from  mine  eyes.  Thus  have  I 
been  twenty  years  m  thy  house;  I  served  thee  fourteen  years  for 
thy  two  daughters,  and  six  years  for  thy  cattle:  and  thou  hast 
changed  my  wages  ten  times.  Except  the  God  of  my  father,  the 
God  of  Abraham,  and  the  fear  of  Isaac,  had  been  with  me,  surely 
thou  hadst  sent  me  away  now  empty.  God  hath  seen  mine  afflic- 
tion and  the  labour  of  my  hands,  and  rebuked  thee  yesternight." 

And  Laban  answered  and  said  unto  Jacob,  "These  daughters 
are  my  daughters,  and  these  children  are  my  children,  and  these 
cattle  are  my  cattle,  and  all  that  thou  seest  is  mine:  and  what 
can  I  do  this  day  unto  these  my  daughters,  or  unto  their  children 
which  they  have  borne?  Now  therefore  come  thou,  let  us  make  a 
covenant,  I  and  thou;  and  let  it  be  for  a  witness  between  me  and 
thee/' 

And  Jacob  took  a  stone,  and  set  it  up  for  a  pillar.  And  Jacob 
said  unto  his  brethren,  "Gather  stones";  and  they  took  stones, 
and  made  a  heap:  and  they  did  eat  there  upon  the  heap.  And 
Laban  called  it  Jegar-sahadutha:  but  Jacob  called  it  Galeed.  And 
Laban  said, 

"This  heap  is  a  witness  between  me  and  thee  this  day."  There- 
fore was  the  name  of  it  called  Galeed  and  Mizpah;  for  he  said, 
"The  Lord  watch  between  me  and  thee,  when  we  are  absent  one 
from  another.  If  thou  shalt  afflict  my  daughters,  or  if  thoushalt 
take  other  wives  beside  my  daughters,  no  man  is  with  us;  see, 
God  is  witness  betwixt  me  and  thee." 

And  Laban  said  to  Jacob, 

"Behold  this  heap,  and  behold  this  pillar,  which  I  have  cast 
betwixt  me  and  thee!  This  heap  be  witness,  and  this  pillar  be 
witness,  that  I  will  not  pass  over  this  heap  to  thee,  and  that 
thou  shalt  not  pass  over  this  heap  and  this  pillar  unto  me,  for 
harm.  The  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Nahor,  the  God  of 
their  father,  judge  betwixt  us." 

Then  Jacob  offered  sacrifice  upon  the  mount,  and  called  his 
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brethren  to  eat  bread:  and  they  did  eat  bread,  and  tarried  all 
night  in  the  mount.  And  early  in  the  morning  Lab  an  rose  up, 
and  kissed  his  sons  and  his  daughters,  and  blessed  them:  and 
Laban  departed,  and  returned  unto  his  place. 

And  Jacob  went  on  his  way,  and  the  angels  of  God  met  him. 
And  when  Jacob  saw  them,  he  said,  "This  is  God's  host":  and  he 
called  the  name  of  that  place  Mahanaim.  And  Jacob  sent  mes- 
sengers before  him  to  Esau  his  brother  unto  the  land  of  Seir,  the 
country  of  Edom.  And  he  commanded  them,  saying,  "Thus  shall 
ye  speak  unto  my  lord  Esau:  Thy  servant  Jacob  saith  thus,  "I  have 
sojourned  with  Laban,  and  stayed  there  until  now;  and  I  have 
oxen,  and  asses,  flocks,  and  menservants,  and  womenservants; 
and  I  have  sent  to  tell  my  lord,  that  I  may  find  grace  in  thy  s  ight . 

And  the  messengers  returned  to  Jacob,  saying,  uWe  came  to 
thy  brother  Esau,  and  also  he  cometh  to  meet  thee,  and  tour 
hundred  men  with  him." 

Then  Jacob  was  greatly  afraid  and  distressed;  and  he  divided 
the  people  that  was  with  him,  and  the  flocks,  and  herds,  and  the 
camels,  into  two  bands;  and  said,  "If  Esau  come  to  the  one  com- 
pany, and  smite  it,  then  the  other  company  which  is  left  shall 
escape/' 

And  Jacob  said,  "O  God  of  my  father  Abraham,  and  God  of 
my  father  Isaac,  the  Lord  which  saidst  unto  me,  *  Return  unto 
thy  country,  and  to  thy  kindred,  and  I  will  deal  well  with  thee!  * 
1  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the 
truth,  which  thou  hast  showed  unto  thy  servant;  for  with  my 
staff  I  passed  over  this  Jordan;  and  now  I  am  become  two  bands, 
Deliver  me,  I  pray  thee,  from  the  hand  of  my  brother,  from  the 
hand  of  Esau:  for  I  fear  him,  lest  he  will  come  and  smite  me,  and 
the  mother  with  the  children.  And  thou  saidst,  1  will  surely  do 
thee  good,  and  make  thy  seed  as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  which  can- 
not be  numbered  for  multitude  "' 

And  he  lodged  there  that  same  night;  and  took  of  that  which 
came  to  his  hand  a  present  for  Esau  his  brother:  two  hundred 
she-goats,  and  twenty  he-goats,  two  hundred  ewes,  and  twenty 
rams,  thirty  milch  camels  with  their  colts,  forty  kine,  and  ten 
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bulls,  twenty  she-asses,  and  ten  foals.  And  he  delivered  them 
into  the  hand  of  his  servants,  every  drove  by  themselves;  and 
said  unto  his  servants,  "Pass  over  before  me,  and  put  a  space 
betwixt  drove  and  drove." 

And  he  commanded  the  foremost,  saying,  "When  Esau  my 
brother  meeteth  thee,  and  asketh  thee,  saying,  'Whose  art  thou? 
and  whither  goest  thou?  and  whose  are  these  before  thee?'  then 
thou  shalt  say,  They  be  thy  servant  Jacob's;  it  is  a  present  sent 
unto  my  lord  Esau:  and,  behold,  also  he  is  behind  us/" 

And  so  commanded  he  the  second,  and  the  third,  and  all  that 
followed  the  droves,  saying,  "On  this  manner  shall  ye  speak 
unto  Esau,  when  ye  find  him.  And  say  ye  moreover,  'Behold,  thy 
servant  Jacob  is  behind  us/"  For  he  said,  "I  will  appease  him 
with  the  present  that  goeth  before  me,  and  afterward  I  will  see 
his  face;  peradventure  he  will  accept  of  me." 

So  went  the  present  over  before  him:  and  himself  lodged  that 
night  in  the  company.  And  he  rose  up  that  night,  and  took  his 
two  wives,  and  his  two  womenservants,  and  his  eleven  sons,  and 
passed  over  the  ford  Jabbok.  And  he  took  them,  and  sent  them 
over  the  brook,  and  sent  over  that  he  had. 

And  Jacob  was  left  alone;  and  there  wrestled  a  man  with  him 
until  the  breaking  of  the  day.  And  when  he  saw  that  he  pre- 
vailed not  against  him,  he  touched  the  hollow  of  his  thigh;  and 
the  hollow  of  Jacob's  thigh  was  out  of  joint,  as  he  wrestled  with 
him.  And  he  said,  "Let  me  go,  for  the  day  breaketh/'  And  he 
said,  "I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me." 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "What  is  thy  name?"  And  he  said 
"Jacob."  And  he  said,  "Thy  name  shall  be  called  no  more  Jacob, 
but  Israel:  for  as  a  prince  hast  thou  power  with  God  and  with 
men,  and  hast  prevailed." 

And  Jacob  asked  him,  and  said,  "Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  thy 
name."  And  he  said,  "Wherefore  is  it  that  thou  dost  ask  after 
my  name?"  And  he  blessed  him  there. 

And  Jacob  called  the  name  of  the  place  Peniel:  "For  I  have 
seen  God  face  to  face,  and  my  life  is  preserved."  And  as  he 
passed  over  Pemiel  the  sun  rose  upon  him,  and  he  halted  upon 
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his  tkigL  Therefore  the  children  of  Israel  eat  not  of  the  sinew 
which  shrank,  which  is  upon  the  hollow  of  the  thigh,  unto  this 
day:  because  he  touched  the  hollow  of  Jacob's  thigh  in  the  smew 
that  shrank 

And  Jacob  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  looked,  and,  behold,  Esau 
came,  and  with  him  four  hundred  men.  And  he  divided  the  chil- 
dren unto  Leah,  and  unto  Rachel,  and  unto  the  two  handmaids. 
And  he  put  the  handmaids  and  their  children  foremost,  and  Leah 
and  her  children  after,  and  Rachel  and  Joseph  hindermost.  And 
he  passed  over  before  them,  and  bowed  himself  to  the  ground 
seven  times,  until  he  came  near  to  his  brother.  And  Esau  ran  to 
meet  him,  and  embraced  him,  and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kissed 
him:  and  they  wept.  And  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  the 
women  and  the  children;  and  said,  "Who  are  those  with  thee?" 
And  he  said,  "The  children  which  God  hath  graciously  given 
thy  servant." 

Then  the  handmaidens  came  near,  they  and  their  children 
and  they  bowed  themselves.  And  Leah  also  with  her  children 
came  near,  and  bowed  themselves:  and  after  came  Joseph  near 
and  Rachel,  and  they  bowed  themselves. 

And  he  said,  "What  meanest  thou  by  all  this  drove  which  1 
met?"  And  he  said,  "These  are  to  find  grace  in  the  sight  of  my 
lord." 

And  Esau  said,  "I  have  enough,  my  brother;  keep  that  thou 
hast  unto  thyself"  And  Jacob  said,  "Nay,  I  pray  thee,  if  now  1 
have  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  then  receive  my  present  at  my 
hand:  for  therefore  1  have  seen  thy  face,  as  though  I  had  seen  the 
face  of  God,  and  thou  wast  pleased  with  me.  Take,  I  pray  thee, 
my  blessing  that  is  brought  to  thee;  because  God  hath  dealt 
graciously  with  me,  and  because  I  have  enough," 

And  he  said,  "Let  us  take  our  journey,  and  let  us  go,  and  I  will 
go  before  thee." 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "My  lord  knoweth  that  the  children 
are  tender,  and  the  flocks  and  herds  with  young  are  with  me: 
and  if  men  should  overdrive  them  one  day,  all  the  flock  will  die. 
Let  my  lord,  1  pray  thee,  pass  over  before  his  servant:  and  I  will 
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lead  on  softly,  according  as  the  cattle  that  goeth  before  me  and 
the  children  be  able  to  endure,  until  I  come  unto  my  lord  unto 
Seir. " 

And  Esau  said,  "Let  me  now  leave  with  thee  some  of  the  folk 
that  are  with  me."  And  he  said,  "What  needeth  it?  let  me  find 
grace  in  the  sight  of  my  lord." 

So  Esau  returned  that  day  on  his  way  unto  Seir.  And  Jacob 
journeyed  to  Succoth,  and  built  him  a  house,  and  made  booths 
for  his  cattle:  therefore  the  name  of  the  place  is  called  Succoth. 
And  Jacob  came  to  Shalem,  a  city  of  Shechem,  which  is  in  the 
land  of  Canaan,  when  he  came  from  Padan-aram;  and  pitched 
his  tent  before  the  city.  And  he  bought  a  parcel  of  a  field,  where 
he  had  spread  his  tent,  at  the  hand  of  the  children  of  Hamor, 
Shechem 's  father,  for  a  hundred  pieces  of  money.  And  he  erected 
there  an  altar,  and  called  it  El-elohe-Israel. 

And  Dinah  the  daughter  of  Leah,  which  she  bore  unto  Jacob, 
went  out  to  see  the  daughters  of  the  land.  And  when  Shechem 
the  son  of  Hamor  the  Hivite,  prince  of  the  country,  saw  her,  he 
took  her,  and  lay  with  her,  and  defiled  her.  And  his  soul  cleaved 
unto  Dinah  the  daughter  of  Jacob,  and  he  loved  the  damsel,  and 
spoke  kindly  unto  the  damsel  And  Shechem  spoke  unto  his  fa- 
ther Hamor,  saying,  "Get  me  this  damsel  to  wife." 

And  Jacob  heard  that  he  had  defiled  Dinah  his  daughter:  now 
his  sons  were  with  his  cattle  in  the  field:  and  Jacob  held  his 
peace  until  they  were  come.  And  Harnor  the  father  of  Shechem 
went  out  unto  Jacob  to  commune  with  him.  And  the  sons  of 
Jacob  came,  out  of  the  field  when  they  heard  it:  and  the  men  were 
grieved,  and  they  were  very  wroth,  because  he  had  wrought 
folly  in  Israel  in  lying  with  Jacob's  daughter;  which  thing  ought 
not  to  be  done.  And  Hamor  communed  with  them,  saying, 

"The  soul  of  my  son  Shechem  longeth  for  your  daughter:  I  pray 
you  give  her  him  to  wife.  And  make  ye  marriages  with  us,  and 
give  your  daughters  unto  us,  and  take  our  daughters  unto  you. 
And  ye  shall  dwell  with  us:  and  the  land  shall  be  before  you; 
dwell  and  trade  ye  therein,  and  get  you  possessions  therein." 
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And  Shechem  said  unto  her  father  and  unto  her  brethren, 
"Let  me  find  grace  in  your  eyes,  and  what  ye  shall  say  unto  me 
I  will  give.  Ask  me  never  so  much  dowry  and  gift,  and  I  will 
give  according  as  ye  shall  say  unto  me:  but  give  me  the  damsel 
to  wife. " 

And  the  sons  of  Jacob  answered  Shechem  and  Hamor  his  fa- 
ther deceitfully,  and  said,  because  he  had  defiled  Dinah  their 
sister,  "We  cannot  do  this  thing,  to  give  our  sister  to  one  that 
is  uncircumcised;  for  that  were  a  reproach  unto  us.  But  in  this 
will  we  consent  unto  you:  if  ye  will  be  as  we  be,  that  every 
male  of  you  be  circumcised;  then  will  we  give  our  daughters 
unto  you,  and  we  will  take  your  daughters  to  us,  and  we  will 
dwell  with  you,  and  we  will  become  one  people.  But  if  ye  will 
not  hearken  unto  us,  to  be  circumcised;  then  will  we  take  our 
daughter,  and  we  will  be  gone." 

And  their  words  pleased  Hamor,  and  Shechem  Hauler's  son. 
And  the  young  man  deferred  not  to  do  the  thing,  because  he  had 
delight  in  Jacob's  daughter:  and  he  was  more  honourable  than 
all  the  house  of  his  father. 

And  Hamor  and  Shechem  his  son  came  unto  the  gate  of  their 
city,  and  communed  with  the  men  of  their  city,  saying, 

"These  men  are  peaceable  with  us;  therefore  let  them  dwell 
in  the  land,  and  trade  therein;  for  the  land,  behold,  it  is  large 
enough  for  them;  let  us  take  their  daughters  to  us  for  wives,  and 
let  us  give  them  our  daughters.  Only  herein  will  the  men  con- 
sent unto  us  for  to  dwell  with  us,  to  be  one  people,  if  every 
male  among  us  be  circumcised,  as  they  are  circumcised,  Shall 
not  their  cattle  and  their  substance  and  every  beast  of  theirs  be 

ours?  only  let  us  consent  unto  them,  and  they  will  dwell  with 

» 
us. 

And  unto  Hamor  and  unto  Shechem  his  son  hearkened  all  that 
went  out  of  the  gate  of  his  city;  and  every  male  was  circum- 
cised, all  that  went  out  of  the  gate  of  his  city.  And  it  came  to 
pass  on  the  third  day,  when  they  were  sore,  that  two  of  the  sons 
of  Jacob,  Simeon  and  Levi,  Dinah's  brethren,  took  each  man  his 
sword,  and  came  upon  the  city  boldly,  and  slew  all  the  males. 
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And  they  slew  Hanior  and  Shechem  his  son  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  and  took  Dinah  out  of  Shechem 's  house,  and  went  out. 
The  sons  of  Jacob  came  upon  the  slain,  and  spoiled  the  city,  be- 
cause they  had  defiled  their  sister.  They  took  their  sheep,  and 
their  oxen,  and  their  asses,  and  that  which  was  in  the  city,  and 
that  which  was  in  the  field,  ,and  all  their  wealth,  and  all  their 
little  ones,  and  their  wives  took  they  captive,  and  spoiled  even 
all  that  was  in  the  house. 

And  Jacob  said  to  Simeon  and  Levi,  "Ye  have  troubled  me  to 
make  me  to  stink  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  among  the 
Canaanites  and  the  Perizzites:  and  I  being  few  in  number,  they 
shall  gather  themselves  together  against  me,  and  slay  me;  and  I 
shall  be  destroyed,  I  and  my  house." 

And  they  said,  "Should  he  deal  with  our  sister  as  with  a 
harlot?" 

,  And  God  said  unto  Jacob,  "Arise,  go  up  to  Beth-el,  and  dwell 
there:  and  make  there  an  altar  unto  God,  that  appeared  unto 
thee  when  thou  fleddest  from  the  face  of  Esau  thy  brother/' 

Then  Jacob  said  unto  his  household,  and  to  all  that  were  with 
him,  "Put  away  the  strange  gods  that  are  among  you,  and  be 
clean,  and  change  your  garments:  and  let  us  arise,  and  go  up  to 
Beth-el;  and  I  will  make  there  an  altar  unto  God,  who  answered 
me  in  the  day  of  my  distress,  and  was  with  me  in  the  way  which 
I  went." 

And  they  gave  unto  Jacob  all  the  strange  gods  which  were  in 
their  hand,  and  all  their  earrings  which  were  in  their  ears;  and 
Jacob  hid  them  under  the  oak  which  was  by  Shechem.  And  they 
journeyed:  and  the  terror  of  God  was  upon  the  cities  that  were 
round  about  them,  and  they  did  not  pursue  after  the  sons  of 
Jacob. 

So  Jacob  came  to  Luz,  which  is  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  that  is, 
Beth-el,  he  and  all  the  people  that  were  with  him.  And  he  built 
there  an  altar,  and  called  the  place  El-betli-el:  because  there 
God  appeared  unto  him,  when  he  fled  from  the  face  of  his  brother. 
But  Deborah  Rebekah's  nurse  died,  and  she  was  buried  beneath 
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Betfcrel  under  an  oak:  and  the  name  of  it  was  called  Allon- 
bachuth. 

And  God  appeared  unto  Jacob  again,  when  he  came  out  of 
Padan-aram,  and  blessed  him.  And  God  said  unto  him,  "Thy 
name  is  Jacob:  thy  name  shall  not  be  called  any  more  Jacob,  but 
Israel  shall  be  thy  name":  and  he  called  his  name  Israel 

And  God  said  unto  him,  "I  am  God  Almighty:  be  fruitful 
and  multiply;  a  nation  and  a  company  of  nations  shall  be  of 
thee,  and  kings  shall  come  out  of  thy  loins;  and  the  land  which  I 
gave  Abraham  and  Isaac,  to  thee  I  will  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed 
after  thee  will  I  give  the  land." 

And  God  went  up  from  him  in  the  place  where  he  talked 
with  him.  And  Jacob  set  up  a  pillar  in  the  place  where  he  talked 
with  him,  even  a  pillar  of  stone:  and  he  poured  a  drmk  offering 
thereon,  and  he  poured  oil  thereon.  And  Jacob  called  the  name 
of  the  place  where  God  spoke  with  him,,  Beth-el. 

And  they  journeyed  from  Beth-el;  and  there  was  but  a  little 
way  to  come  to  Ephrath:  and  Rachel  travailed,  and  she  had  hard 
labour.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  she  was  in  hard  labour,  that 
the  midwife  said  unto  her,  "Fear  not;  thou  shalt  have  this  son 
also."  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  her  soul  was  in  departing  (for  she 
died) ,  that  she  called  his  name  Ben-oni:  but  his  father  called  him 
Benjamin.  And  Rachel  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  way  to  Epbr 
rath,  which  is  Betbrlehem.  And  Jacob  set  a  pillar  upon  her  grave: 
that  is  the  pillar  of  Rachel's  grave  unto  this  day. 

And  Israel  journeyed,  and  spread  his  tent  beyond  the  tower 
of  Edar,  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Israel  dwelt  in  that  land, 
that  Reuben  went  and  lay  with  Bilhah  his  father's  concubine: 
and  Israel  heard  it. 

And  Jacob  came  unto  Isaac  his  father  unto  Mamre,  unto  the 
city  of  Arbah,  which  is  Hebron,  where  Abraham  and  Isaac  so*" 
journedl  And  the  days  of  Isaac  were  a  hundred  and  fourscore 
years.  And  Isaac  gave  up  the  ghost,  and  died,  and  was  gathered 
unto  his  people,  being  old  and  full  of  clays:  and  his  sons  Esau 
and  Jacob  buried  him, 
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The  Story  of  Joseph  and  His  Brethren 

Joseph.,  being  seventeen  years  old,  was  feeding  the  flock  with 
his  brethren;  and  the  lad  was  with  the  sons  of  Bilhah,  and  with 
the  sons  of  Zilpah,  his  father's  wives:  and  Joseph  brought  unto 
his  father  their  evil  report.  Now  Israel  loved  Joseph  more  than 
all  his  children,  because  he  was  the  son  of  his  old  age:  and  he 
made  him  a  coat  of  many  colours.  And  when  his  brethren  saw 
that  their  father  loved  him  more  than  all  his  brethren,  they  hated 
him,  and  could  not  speak  peaceably  unto  him.  And  Joseph  dream- 
ed a  dream,  and  he  told  it  his  brethren:  and  they  hated  him  yet 
the  more.  And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Hear,  I  pray  you,  this  dream  which  I  have  dreamed:  for,  be- 
hold, we  were  binding  sheaves  in  the  field,  and,  lo,  my  sheaf 
arose,  and  also  stood  upright;  and,  behold,  your  sheaves  stood 
round  about,  and  made  obeisance  to  my  sheaf" 

And  his  brethren  said  to  him,  "Shalt  thou  indeed  reign  over 
us?  or  shalt  thou  indeed  have  dominion  over  us?" 

And  they  hated -him  yet  the  more  for  his  dreams,  and  for  his 
words.  And  he  dreamed  yet  another  dream,  and  told  it  his  breth- 
ren, and  said, 

"Behold,  I  have  dreamed  a  dream  more;  and,  behold,  the  sun 
and  the  moon  and  the  eleven  stars  made  obeisance  to  me." 

And  he  told  it  to  his  father,  and  to  his  brethren:  and  his  fa- 
ther rebuked  him,  and  said  unto  him,  "What  is  this  dream  that 
thou  hast  dreamed?  Shall  I  and  thy  mother  and  thy  brethren  in- 
deed come  to  bow  down  ourselves  to  thee  to  the  earth?" 

And  his  brethren  envied  him;  but  his  father  observed  the  say- 
ing. And  his  brethren  went  to  feed  their  father '  s  flock  in  Shechem. 

And  Israel  said  unto  Joseph,  "Do  not  thy  brethren  feed  the 
flock  in  Shechem?  come,  and  I  will  send  thee  unto  them."  And 
he  said  to  him,  "Here  am  I." 

Andhesaidtohim,  "Go,  Ipraythee,  see  whether  itbe  well  with 
thy  brethren,  and  w  ell  with  the  flocks;  and  bring  me  word  again." 

So  he  sent  him  out  of  the  vale  of  Hebron,  and  he  came  to 
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Shechein.  And  a  certain  man  found  him,  and,  behold,  he  was 
wandering  in  the  field:  and  the  man  asked  him,  saying,  "What 
seekest  thou?"  And  he  said,  "I  seek  my  brethren:  tell  me,  I  pray 
thee,  where  they  feed  their  flocks."  And  the  man  said,  "They 
are  departed  hence;  for  I  heard  them  say,  'Let  us  go  to  Dothan. '" 

Andjoseph  went  after  his  brethren,  and  found  them  in  Dothan. 
And  when  they  saw  him  afar  oft,  even  before  he  came  near  unto 
them,  they  conspired  against  him  to  slay  him.  And  they  said  one 
to  another,  "Behold,  this  dreamer  cometh.  Come  now  therefore, 
and  let  us  slay  him,  and  cast  him  into  some  pit,  and  we  will  say, 
'Some  evil  beast  hath  devoured  him':  and  we  shall  see  what  will 
become  of  his  dreams." 

And  Reuben  heard  it,  and  he  delivered  him  out  of  their  hands; 
and  said,  "Let  us  not  kill  him."  And  Reuben  said  unto  them, 
"Shed  no  blood,  but  cast  him  into  this  pit  that  is  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  lay  no  hand  upon  him";  that  he  might  rid  him  out  of 
their  hands,  to  deliver  him  to  his  father  again. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joseph  was  come  unto  his  breth- 
ren, that  they  stripped  Joseph  out  of  his  coat,  his  coat  of  many 
colours  that  was  on  him;  and  they  took  him,  and  cast  him  into  a 
pit:  and  the  pit  was  empty,  there  was  no  water  in  it,  And  they 
sat  down  to  eat  bread:  and  they  lifted  up  their  eyes  and  looked, 
and,  behold,  a  company  of  Ishmaelites  came  from  Gilead  with 
their  camels  bearing  spicery  and  balm  and  myrrh,  going  to  carry 
it  down  to  Egypt.  And  Judah  said  unto  his  brethren, 

"What  profit  is  it  if  we  slay  our  brother,  and  conceal  his 
blood?  Come  and  let  us  sell  him  to  the  Ishmaelites,  and  let  not 
our  hand  be  upon  him;  for  he  is  our  brother  and  our  flesh/1 

And  his  brethren  were  content,  Then  there  passed  by  Mtcliarr 
ites  merchantmen;  and  they  drew  and  lifted  up  Joseph  out  of  the 
pit,  and  sold  Joseph  to  the  Ishmaelites  for  twenty  pieces  of  sil* 
ver:  and  they  brought  Joseph  into  Egypt, 

And  Reuben  returned  unto  the  pit;  and,  behold,  Joseph  was 
not  in  the  pit;  and  he  rent  his  clothes,  And  he  returned  unto  his 
brethren,  and  said,  'The  child  is  not;  and  i,  whither  shall  1  go?" 
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And  they  took  Joseph's  coat,  and  killed  a  kid  of  the  goats, 
and  dipped  the  coat  in  the  blood;  and  they  sent  the  coat  of  many 
colours,  and  they  brought  it  to  their  father;  and  said,  "This  have 
we  found:  know  now  whether  it  be  thy  son's  coat  or  no." 

And  he  knew  it,  and  said,  "It  is  my  son's  coat;  an  evil  beast 
hath  devoured  him;  Joseph  is  without  doubt  rent  in  pieces." 

And  Jacob  rent  his  clothes,  and  put  sackcloth  upon  his  loins, 
and  mourned  for  his  son  many  days.  And  all  his  sons  and  all  his 
daughters  rose  up  to  comfort  him;  but  he  refused  to  be  com- 
forted; and  he  said,  "For  I  will  go  down  into  the  grave  unto  my 
son  mourning."  Thus  his  father  wept  for  him. 

And  Joseph  was  brought  down  to  Egypt;  and  Potiphar,  an 
officer  of  Pharaoh,  captain  of  the  guard,  an  Egyptian,  bought 
him  of  the  hands  of  the  Ishrnaelites,  which  had  brought  him 
down  thither.  And  the  Lord  was  with  Joseph,  and  he  was  a 
prosperous  man;  and  he  was  in  the  house  of  his  master  the  Egyp- 
tian. And  his  master  saw  that  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and  that 
the  Lord  made  all  that  he  did  to  prosper  in  his  hand.  And  Joseph 
found  grace  in  his  sight,  and  he  served  him:  and  he  made  him 
overseer  over  his  house,  and  all  that  he  had  he  put  into  his  hand. 
And  it  came  to  pass  from  the  time  that  he  had  made  him  over- 
seer in  his  house,  and  over  all  that  he  had,  that  the  Lord  blessed 
the  Egyptian's  house  for  Joseph's  sake;  and  the  blessing  of  the 
Lord  was  upon  all  that  he  had  in  the  house,  and  in  the  field.  And 
he  left  all  that  he  had  in  Joseph's  hand;  and  he  knew  not  ought 
he  had,  save  the  bread  which  he  did  eat.  And  Joseph  was  a 
goodly  person,  and  well  favoured, 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  that  his  master's  wife 
cast  her  eyes  upon  Joseph;  and  she  said,  "Lie  with  me."  But  he 
refused,  and  said  unto  his  master's  wife,  "Behold,  my  master 
wotteth  not  what  is  with  me  in  the  house,  and  he  hath  com- 
mitted all  that  he  hath  to  my  hand!  There  is  none  greater  in 
this  house  than  I;  neither  hath  he  kept  back  any  thing  from  me 
but  thee,  because  thou  art  his  wife:  how  then  can  I  do  this  great 
wickedness,  and  sin  against  God?" 
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And  it  came  to  pass,  as  she  spoke  to  Joseph  day  by  day,  that 
he  hearkened  not  unto  her,  to  lie  by  her,  or  to  be  with  her. 

And  it  came  to  pass  about  this  time,  that  Joseph  went  into 
the  house  to  do  his  business;  and  there  was  none  of  the  men  of 
the  house  there  within.  And  she  caught  him  by  his  garment,  say- 
ing, "Lie  with  me":  and  he  left  his  garment  in  her  hand,  and  fled, 
and  got  him  out, 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  she  saw  that  he  had  left  his  gar- 
ment in  her  hand,  and  was  fled  forth,  that  she  called  unto  the 
men  of  her  house,  and  spoke  unto  them,  saying,  "See,  he  hath 
brought  in  a  Hebrew  unto  us  to  mock  us;  he  came  in  unto  me 
to  He  with  me,  and  I  cried  with  a  loud  voice;  and  it  came  to  pass, 
when  he  heard  that  I  lifted  up  my  voice  and  cried,  that  he  left 
his  garment  with  me,  and  fled,  and  got  him  out." 

And  she  laid  up  his  garment  by  her,  until,  his  lord  came  home. 
And  she  spoke  unto  him  according  to  these  words,  saying,  "The 
Hebrew  servant,  which  thou  hast  brought  unto  us,  came  in  unto 
me  to  mock  me;  and  it  came  to  pass,  as  I  lifted  up  my  voice  and 
cried,  that  he  left  his  garment  with  me,  and  fled  out/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  his  master  heard  the  words  of  his 
wife,  which  she  spoke  unto  him,,  saying,  "After  this  manner  did 
thy  servant  to  me";  that  his  wrath  was  kindled.  And  Joseph's 
master  took  him,  and  put  him  into  the  prison,  a  place  where  the 
king's  prisoners  were  bound:  and  he  was  there  in  the  prison, 

But  the  Lord  was  with  Joseph,  and  showed  him  mercy,  and 
gave  him  favour  in  the  sight  of  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  And  the 
keeper  of  the  prison  committed  to  Joseph's  hand  all  the  prison- 
ers that  were  in  the  prison;  and  whatsoever  they  did  there,  he 
was  the  doer  of  it.  The  keeper  of  the  prison  looked  not  to  any 
thing  that  was  under  his  hand;  because  the  Lord  was  with  him, 
and  that  which  he  did,  the  Lord  made  it  to  prosper, 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things  that  the  butler  of  the 
king  of  Egypt  and  his  baker  had  offended  their  lord  the  king  of 
Egypt,  And  Pharaoh  was  wroth  against  two  of  his  officers, 
against  the  chief  of  the  butlers,  and  against  the  chief  of  the  bak" 
en.  And  he  put  them  in  ward  in  the  house  of  the  captain  of  the 
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guard,  into  the  prison,  the  place  where  Joseph  was  bound.  And 
the  captain  of  the  guard  charged  Joseph  with  them,  and  he  served 
them:  and  they  continued  a  season  in  ward. 

And  they  dreamed  a  dream  both  of  them,  each  man  his  dream 
in  one  night,  each  man  according  to  the  interpretation  of  his 
dream,  the  butler  and  the  baker  of  the  king  of  Egypt,  which  were 
bound  in  the  prison.  And  Joseph  came  in  unto  them  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  looked  upon  them,  and,  behold,  they  were  sad.  And  he 
asked  Pharaoh's  of&cers  that  were  with  him  in  the  ward  of  his 
lord's  house,  saying,  "Wherefore  look  ye  so  sadly  to-day?" 

And  they  said  unto  him,  "We  have  dreamed  a  dream,  and 
there  is  no  interpreter  of  it." 

And  Joseph  said  unto  them,  "Do  not  interpretations  belong 
to  God?  tell  me  them,  I  pray  you. " 

And  the  chief  butler  told  his  dream  to  Joseph,  and  said  to 
him,  "In  my  dream,  behold,  a  vine  was  before  me;  and  in  the  vine 
were  three  branches:  and  it  was  as  though  it  budded,  and  her 
blossoms  shot  forth;  and  the  clusters  thereof  brought  forth  ripe 
grapes;  and  Pharaoh's  cup  was  in  my  hand:  and  I  took  the  grapes, 
and  pressed  them  into  Pharaoh's  cup,  and  I  gave  the  cup  into 
Pharaoh's  hand." 

And  Joseph  said  unto  him,  "This  is  the  interpretation  of  it. 
The  three  branches  are  three  days.  Yet  within  three  days  shall 
Pharaoh  lift  up  thine  head,  and  restore  thee  unto  thy  place:  and 
thou  shalt  deliver  Pharaoh's  cup  into  his  hand,  after  the  former 
manner  when  thou  wast  his  butler.  But  think  on  me  when  it  shall 
be  well  with  thee,  and  show  kindness,  I  pray  thee,  unto  me,  and 
make  mention  of  me  unto  Pharaoh,  and  bring  me  out  of  this  house: 
for  indeed  I  was  stolen  away  out  of  the  land  of  the  Hebrews:  and 
here  also  have  I  done  nothing  that  they  should  put  me  into  the 
dungeon." 

When  the  chief  baker  saw  that  the  interpretation  was  good, 
he  said  unto  Joseph,  "I  also  was  in  my  dream,  and,  behold,  I  had 
three  white  baskets  on  my  head:  and  in  the  uppermost  basket 
there  was  of  all  manner  of  bakemeats  for  Pharaoh;  and  the  birds 
did  eat  them  out  of  the  basket  upon  my  head." 
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And  Joseph  answered  and  said,  "This  is  the  interpretation 
thereof.  The  three  baskets  are  three  days.  Yet  within  three  days 
shall  Pharaoh  lift  up  thy  head  from  off  thee,  and  shall  hang  thee 
on  a  tree;  and  the  birds  shall  eat  thy  flesh  from  oft  thee. " 

And  it  came  to  pass  the  third  day,  which  was  Pharaoh's  birth" 
day,  that  he  made  a  feast  unto  all  his  servants:  and  he  lifted  up 
the  head  of  the  chief  butler  and  of  the  chief  baker  among  his 
servants.  And  he  restored  the  chief  butler  unto  his  butlership 
again;  and  he  gave  the  cup  into  Pharaoh's  hand.  But  he  hanged 
the  chief  baker:  as  Joseph  had  interpreted  to  them.  Yet  did  not 
the  chief  butler  remember  Joseph,  but  forgot  him. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  two  full  years  that  Pharaoh 
dreamed:  and,  behold,  he  stood  by  the  river.  And,  behold,  there 
came  up  out  of  the  river  seven  well  favoured  kine  and  fatfleshed; 
and  they  fed  in  a  meadow.  And,  behold,  seven  other  kine  came 
up  after  them  out  of  the  river,  ill  favoured  and  leanfleshed;  and 
stood  by  the  other  kine  upon  the  brink  of  the  river.  And  the  ill 
favoured  and  leanfleshed  kine  did  eat  up  the  seven  well  favoured 
and  fat  kine.  So  Pharaoh  awoke. 

And  he  slept  and  dreamed  the  second  time:  and,  behold,  seven 
ears  of  corn  came  up  upon  one  stalk,  rank  and  good,  And,  be- 
hold, seven  thin  ears  and  blasted  with  the  east  wind  sprung  up 
after  them.  And  the  seven  thin  ears  devoured  the  seven  rank  and 
full  ears.  And  Pharaoh  awoke,  and,  behold,  it  was  a  dream, 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  themorning  that  his  spirit  was  troubled; 
and  he  sent  and  called  for  all  the  magicians  of  Egypt,  and  all 
the  wise  men  thereof:  and  Pharaoh  told  them  his  dream;  but  there 
was  none  that  could  interpret  them  unto  Pharaoh.  Then  spoke 
the  chief  butler  unto  Pharaoh,  saying, 

T  do  remember  my  faults  this  day.  Pharaoh  was  wroth  with 
his  servants,  and  put  me  in  ward  in  the  captain  of  the  guard's 
house,  both  me  and  the  chief  baker:  and  we  dreamed  a  dream  in 
one  night,  I  and  he;  we  dreamed  each  man  according  to  the  in- 
terpretation of  his  dream.  And  there  was  there  with  us  a  young 
man,  a  Hebrew,  servant  to  the  captain  of  the  guard;  and  we 
told  him,  and  he  interpreted  to  us  our  dreams;  to  each  man  ac*81 
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cording  to  his  dream  lie  did  interpret.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as 
he  interpreted  to  us,  so  it  was;  me  he  restored  unto  mine  office, 
and  him  he  hanged." 

Then  Pharaoh  sent  and  called  Joseph,  and  they  brought  him 
hastily  out  of  the  dungeon:  and  he  shaved  himself,  and  changed 
his  raiment,  and  came  in  unto  Pharaoh.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto 
Joseph,  "I  have  dreamed  a  dream,  and  there  is  none  that  can  in- 
terpret it;  and  I  have  heard  say  of  thee  that  thou  canst  under- 
stand a  dream  to  interpret  it." 

And  Joseph  answered  Pharaoh,  saying,  "It  is  not  in  me:  God 
shall  give  Pharaoh  an  answer  of  peace." 

And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph,  "In  my  dream,  behold,  I  stood 
upon  the  bank  of  the  river.  And,  behold,  there  came  up  out  of 
the  river  seven  kine,  fatfleshed  and  well  favoured;  and  they  fed 
in  a  meadow.  And,  behold,  seven  other  kine  came  up  after  them, 
poor  and  very  ill  favoured  and  leanfleshed,  such  as  I  never  saw 
in  all  the  land  of  Egypt  for  badness.  And  the  lean  and  the  ill 
favoured  kine  did  eat  up  the  first  seven  fat  kine;  and  when  they 
had  eaten  them  up,  it  could  not  be  known  that  they  had  eaten 
them;  but  they  were  still  ill  favoured,  as  at  the  beginning.  So  I 
awoke.  And  I  saw  in  my  dream,  and,  behold,  seven  ears  came 
up  in  one  stalk,  full  and  good.  And,  behold,  seven  ears,  with- 
ered, thin,  and  blasted  with  the  east  wind,  sprung  up  after  them. 
And  the  thin  ears  devoured  the  seven  good  ears:  and  I  told  this 

unto  the  magicians;  but  there  was  none  that  could  declare  it  to 

» 
me. 

And  Joseph  said  unto  Pharaoh, 

"The  dream  of  Pharaoh  is  one.  God  hath  showed  Pharaoh  what 
he  is  about  to  do.  The  seven  good  kine  are  seven  years;  and  the 
seven  good  ears  are  seven  years:  the  dream  is  one.  And  the  seven 
thin  and  ill  favoured  kine  that  came  up  after  them  are  seven 
years;  and  the  seven  empty  ears  blasted  with  the  east  wind  shall 
be  seven  years  of  famine.  This  is  the  thing  which  I  have  spoken 
unto  Pharaoh,  What  God  is  about  to  do  he  showeth  unto  Pha- 
raoh. Behold,  there  come  seven  years  of  great  plenty  throughout 
all  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  there  shall  arise  after  them  seven 
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years  of  famine;  and  all  the  plenty  shall  be  forgotten  in  the  land 
of  Egypt;  and  the  famine  shall  consume  the  land.  And  the  plenty 
shall  not  be  known  in  the  land  by  reason  of  that  famine  follow- 
ing; for  it  shall  be  very  grievous.  And  for  that  the  dream  was 
doubled  unto  Pharaoh  twice;  it  is  because  the  thing  is  estab- 
lished by  God,  and  God  will  shortly  bring  it  to  pass.  Now 
therefore  let  Pharaoh  look  out  a  man  discreet  and  wise,  and  set 
him  over  the  land  of  Egypt.  Let  Pharaoh  do  this,  and  let  him 
appoint  officers  over  the  land,  and  take  up  the  fifth  part  of  the 
land  of  Egypt  in  the  seven  plenteous  years.  And  let  them  gather 
all  the  food  of  those  good  years  that  come,  and  lay  up  corn  un- 
der the  hand  of  Pharaoh,  and  let  them  keep  food  in  the  cities. 
And  that  food  shall  be  for  store  to  the  land  against  the  seven 
years  of  famine,  which  shall  be  in  the  land  of  Egypt;  that  the 
land  perish  not  through  the  famine." 

And  the  thing  was  good  in  the  eyes  of  Pharaoh,  and  in  the 
eyes  of  all  his  servants.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  his  servants,  "Can 
we  find  such  a  one  as  this  is,  a  man  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  God 

*     V> 

IS? 

And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph,  "Forasmuch  avs  God  hath  show- 
ed thee  all  this,  there  is  none  so  discreet  and  wise  as  thou  art. 
Thou  shalt  be  over  my  house,  and  according  unto  thy  word  shall 
all  my  people  be  ruled:  only  in  the  throne  will  I  be  greater  than 
thou,"  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph,  "See,  1  have  set  thee  over 
all  the  land  of  Egypt." 

And  Pharaoh  took  oft*  his  ring  from  his  hand,  and  put  it  upon 
Joseph's  hand,  and  arrayed  him  in  vestures  of  fine  linen,  and  put 
a  gold  chain  about  his  neck;  and  he  made  him  to  ride  in  the  sec" 
ond  chariot  which  he  had;  and  they  cried  before  him,  "Bow  the 
knee":  and  he  made  him  ruler  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt. 

And  Pharaoh  said  untojtxseph,  "lam  Pharaoh,  and  without  thee 
shall  no  man  lift  his  hand  or  foot  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt/'  And 
Pharaoh  called  Joseph's  name  Zaphnath-paaneah;  and  he  gave 
him  to  wife  Asenath  the  daughter  of  Potrpherah  priest  of  On, 
And  Joseph  went  out  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt. 

And  Joseph  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  stood  before  Pha- 
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raoh  king  of  Egypt.  And  Joseph  went  out  from  the  presence  of 
Pharaoh,  and  went  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  in  the 
seven  plenteous  years  the  earth  brought  forth  by  handfuls.  And 
he  gathered  up  all  the  food  of  the  seven  years,  which  were  in 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  laid  up  the  food  in  the  cities:  the  food  of 
the  field,  which  was  round  about  every  city,  laid  he  up  in  the 
same.  And  Joseph  gathered  corn  as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  very  much, 
until  he  left  numbering;  for  it  was  without  number.  And  unto 
Joseph  were  born  two  sons  before  the  years  of  famine  came,  which 
Asenath  the  daughter  of  Poti-pherah  priest  of  On  bore  unto  him. 
Andjoseph called thename of thefirstbornManasseh.  "For  God/' 
said  he,  "hath  made  me  forget  all  my  toil,  and  all  my  father's 
house."  And  the  name  of  the  second  called  he  Ephraim.  "For 
God  hath  caused  me  to  be  fruitful  in  the  land  of  my  affliction/' 

And  the  seven  years  of  plenteousness,  that  was  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  were  ended.  And  the  seven  years  of  dearth  began  to  come, 
according  as  Joseph  had  said:  and  the  dearth  was  in  all  lands; 
but  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt  there  was  bread.  And  when  all  the 
land  of  Egypt  was  famished,  the  people  cried  to  Pharaoh  for 
bread:  and  Pharaoh  said  unto  all  the  Egyptians,  "Go  unto  Jo- 
seph; what  he  saith  to  you,  do."  And  the  famine  was  over  all 
the  face  of  the  earth.  Andjoseph  opened  all  the  storehouses,  and 
sold  unto  the  Egyptians;  and  the  famine  waxed  sore  in  the  land 
of  Egypt.  And  all  countries  came  into  Egypt  to  Joseph  for  to 
buy  corn;  because  that  the  famine  was  so  sore  in  all  lands. 

Now  when  Jacob  saw  that  there  was  corn  in  Egypt,  Jacob 
said  unto  his  sons,  "Why  do  ye  look  one  upon  another?"  And  he 
said,  "Behold,  I  have  heard  that  there  is  corn  in  Egypt:  get  you 
down  thither,  and  buy  for  us  from  thence;  that  we  may  live,  and 
not  die." 

And  Joseph's  ten  brethren  went  down  to  buy  corn  in  Egypt. 
But  Benj  arnin,  Joseph's  brother,  Jacob  sent  not  with  his  brethren; 
for  he  said,  "Lest  peradventure  mischief  befall  him."  And  the 
sons  of  Israel  came  to  buy  corn  among  those  that  came:  for  the 
famine  was  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  Andjoseph  was  the  governor 
over  the  land,  and  he  it  was  that  sold  to  all  the  people  of  the 
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land:  and  Joseph\s  brethren  came,  and  bowed  down  themselves 
before  him  with  their  faces  to  the  earth. 

And  Joseph  saw  his  brethren,  and  he  knew  them,  but  made 
himself  strange  unto  them,  and  spoke  roughly  unto  them;  and 
he  said  unto  them,  "Whence  come  ye?"  And  they  said,  "From 
the  land  of  Canaan  to  buy  food." 

And  Joseph  knew  his  brethren,  but  they  knew  not  him.  And 
Joseph  remembered  the  dreams  which  he  dreamed  of  them,  and 
said  unto  them,  "Ye  are  spies;  to  see  the  nakedness  of  the  land 
ye  are  come." 

And  they  said  unto  him,  "Nay,  my  lord,  but  to  buy  food  are 
thy  servants  come.  Thy  servants  are  twelve  brethren,  the  sons 
of  one  man  in  the  land  of  Canaan;  and,  behold,  the  youngest  is 
this  day  with  our  father,  and  one  is  not." 

And  Joseph  said  unto  them,  "That  is  it  that  I  spoke  unto  you, 
saying,  'Ye  are  spies/  Hereby  ye  shall  be  proved:  by  the  life 
of  Pharaoh  ye  shall  not  go  forth  hence,  except  your  youngest 
brother  come  hither.  Send  one  of  you,  and  let  him  fetch  your 
brother,  and  ye  shall  be  kept  in  prison,  that  your  words  may 
be  proved,  whether  there  be  any  truth  in  you:  or  else  by  the 
life  of  Pharaoh  surely  ye  are  spies/*  And  he  put  them  all  together 
into  ward  three  days. 

And  Joseph  said  unto  them  the  third  day,  "This  do,  and  live; 
for  I  fear  God.  If  ye  be  true  men,  let  one  of  your  brethren  be 
bound  in  the  house  of  your  prison:  go  ye,  carry  corn  for  the  fam- 
ine of  your  houses:  but  bring  your  youngest  brother  unto  me; 
so  shall  your  words  be  verified,  and  ye  shall  not  die/' 

And  he  turned  himself  about  from  them,  and  wept;  and  re*" 
turned  to  them  again,  and  communed  with  them,  and  took  from 
them  Simeon,  and  bound  him  before  their  eyes. 

Then  Joseph  commanded  to  fill  their  sacks  with  corn,  and  to 
restore  every  man's  money  into  his  sack,  and  to  give  them  provi- 
sion for  the  way:  and  thus  did  he  unto  them.  And  they  laded  their 
asses  with  the  corn,  and  departed  thence,  And  as  one  of  them 
opened  his  sack  to  give  his  ass  provender  in  the  inn,  he  espied 
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his  money;  for,  behold,  it  was  in  his  sack's  mouth.  And  he  said 
unto  his  brethren,  "My  money  is  restored;  and,  lo,  it  is  even  in 
my  sack":  and  their  heart  failed  them,  and  they  were  afraid,  say- 
ing one  to  another,  "What  is  this  that  God  hath  done  unto  us?" 

And  they  came  unto  Jacob  their  father  unto  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, and  told  him  all  that  befell  unto  them. 

And  Jacob  their  father  said  unto  them,  "Me  have  ye  bereaved 
of  my  children:  Joseph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is  not,  and  ye  will 
take  Benjamin  away:  all  these  things  are  against  me." 

And  Reuben  spoke  unto  his  father,  saying,  "Slay  my  two  sons, 
if  I  bring  him  not  to  thee:  deliver  him  into  my  hand,  and  I  will 
bring  him  to  thee  again." 

And  he  said,  "My  son  shall  not  go  down  with  you;  for  his 
brother  is  dead,  and  he  is  left  alone:  if  mischief  befall  him  by 
the  way  in  the  which  ye  go,  then  shall  ye  bring  down  my  gray 
hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave." 

And  the  famine  was  sore  in  the  land.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  they  had  eaten  up  the  corn  which  they  had  brought  out 
of  Egypt,  their  father  said  unto  them,  "Go  again,  buy  us  a  little 
food." 

And  Judah  spoke  unto  him,  saying,  "The  man  did  solemnly 
protest  unto  us,  saying,  'Ye  shall  not  see  my  face,  except  your 
brother  be  with  you. '  If  thou  wilt  send  our  brother  with  us,  we 
will  go  down  and  buy  thee  food.  But  if  thou  wilt  not  send  him, 
we  will  not  go  down:  for  the  man  said  unto  us,  'Ye  shall  not 
see  my  face,  except  your  brother  be  with  you/" 

And  Israel  said,  "Wherefore  dealt  ye  so  ill  with  me,  as  to 
tell  the  man  whether  ye  had  yet  a  brother?" 

And  they  said,  "The  man  asked  us  straitly  of  our  state,  and 
of  our  kindred,  saying,  Is  your  father  yet  alive?  have  ye  another 
brother?1  and  we  told  him  according  to  the  tenor  of  these  words: 
could  we  certainly  know  that  he  would  say,  'Bring  your  brother 
down'?" 

And  Judah  said  unto  Israel  his  father,  "Send  the  lad  with  me, 
and  we  will  arise  and  go;  that  we  may  live,  and  not  die,  both 
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we,  and  thou;  and  also  our  little  ones.  I  will  be  surety  for  him; 
of  my  hand  shalt  thou  require  him:  if  I  bring  him  not  unto  thee, 
and  set  him  before  thee,  then  let  me  bear  the  blame  for  ever: 
for  except  we  had  lingered,  surely  now  we  had  returned  this 
second  time." 

And  their  father  Israel  said  unto  them,  "If  it  must  be  so  now, 
do  this;  take  of  the  best  fruits  in  the  land  in  your  vessels,  and 
carry  down  the  man  a  present,  a  little  balm,  and  a  little  honey, 
spices,  and  myrrh,  nuts,  and  almonds.  And  take  double  money 
in  your  hand;  and  the  money  that  was  brought  again  in  the  mouth 
of  your  sacks,  carry  it  again  in  your  hand;  peradventure  it  was 
an  oversight.  Take  also  your  brother,  and  arise,  go  again  unto 
the  man.  And  God  Almighty  give  you  mercy  before  the  man, 
that  he  may  send  away  your  other  brother,  and  Benjamin.  If  1  be 
bereaved  of  my  children,  I  am  bereaved." 

And  the  men  took  that  present,  and  they  took  double  money 
in  their  hand,  and  Benjamin;  and  rose  up,  and  went  down  to 
Egypt,  and  stood  before  Joseph.  And  when  Joseph  saw  Ben** 
jamin  with  them,  he  said  to  the  ruler  of  his  house, 

"Bring  these  men  home,  and  slay,  and  make  ready;  for  these 
men  shall  dine  with  me  at  noon." 

And  the  man  did  as  Joseph  bade;  and  the  man  brought  the 
men  into  Joseph's  house.  And  the  men  were  afraid,  because  they 
were  brought  into  Joseph's  house;  and  they  said, 

"Because  of  the  money  that  was  returned  in  our  sacks  at  the 
first  time  are  we  brought  in;  that  he  may  seek  occasion  against 
us,  and  fall  upon  us,  and  take  us  for  bondmen,  and  our  asses." 

And  they  came  near  to  the  steward  of  Joseph's  house,  and 
they  communed  with  him  at  the  door  of  the  house,  and  said, 

MO  sir,  we  came  indeed  down  at  thefirst  time  to  buy  food;  and  it 
came  to  pass,  when  we  came  to  the  inn,  that  we  opened  our  sacks, 
and,  behold,  every  man's  money  was  in  the  mouth  of  his  sack, 
our  money  in  full  weight;  and  we  have  brought  it  again  in  our 
hand.  And  other  money  have  we  brought  down  in  our  hands  to 
buy  food:  we  cannot  tell  who  put  our  money  in  our  sacks/' 

And  he  said,  "Peace  be  to  you,  fear  not:  your  God,  and  the 
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God  of  your  father,  hath  given  you  treasure  in  your  sacks:  I  had 
your  money." 

And  he  brought  Simeon  out  unto  them.  And  the  man  brought 
the  men  into  Joseph's  house,  and  gave  them  water,  and  they 
washed  their  feet;  and  he  gave  their  asses  provender.  And  they 
made  ready  the  present  against  Joseph  came  at  noon:  for  they 
heard  that  they  should  eat  bread  there.  And  when  Joseph  came 
home,  they  brought  him  the  present  which  was  in  their  hand 
into  the  house,  and  bowed  themselves  to  him  to  the  earth. 

And  he  asked  them  of  their  welfare,  and  said,  "Is  your  father 
well,  the  old  man  of  whom  ye  spoke?  Is  he  yet  alive?" 

And  they  answered,  "Thy  servant  our  father  is  in  good  health, 
he  is  yet  alive."  And  they  bowed  down  their  heads,  and  made 
obeisance. 

And  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  his  brother  Benjamin,  his 
mother's  son,  and  said,  "Is  this  your  younger  brother,  of  whom 
ye  spoke  unto  me?"  And  he  said,  "God  be  gracious  unto  thee, 
my  son." 

And  Joseph  made  haste;  for  his  bowels  did  yearn  upon  his 
brother:  and  he  sought  where  to  weep;  and  he  entered  into  his 
chamber,  and  wept  there.  And  he  washed  his  face,  and  went 
out,  and  refrained  himself  and  said,  "Set  on  bread."  And  they 
set  on  for  him  by  himself,  and  for  them  by  themselves,  and  for 
the  Egyptians,  which  did  eat  with  him,  by  themselves:  because 
the  Egyptians  might  not  eat  bread  with  the  Hebrews;  for  that 
is  an  abomination  unto  the  Egyptians.  And  they  sat  before  him, 
the  firstborn  according  to  his  birthright,  and  the  youngest  ac- 
cording to  his  youth:  and  the  men  marvelled  one  at  another.  And 
he  took  and  sent  messes  unto  them  from  before  him:  but  Ben- 
jamin's mess  was  five  times  so  much  as  any  of  theirs.  And  they 
drank,  and  were  merry  with  him. 

And  he  commanded  the  steward  of  his  house,  saying,  "Fill  the 
men's  sacks  with  food,  as  much  as  they  can  carry,  and  put  every 
man's  money  in  his  sack's  mouth.  And  put  my  cup,  the  silver 
cup,  in  the  sack's  mouth  of  the  youngest,  and  his  corn  money." 
And  he  did  according  to  the  word  that  Joseph  had  spoken. 
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As  soon  as  the  morning  was  light,  the  men  were  sent  away, 
they  and  their  asses.  And  when  they  were  gone  out  of  the  city, 
and  not  yet  far  oft,  Joseph  said  unto  his  steward,  "Up,  follow 
after  the  men;  and  when  thou  dost  overtake  them,  say  unto  them, 
'Wherefore  have  ye  rewarded  evil  for  good?  Is  not  this  it  in 
which  my  lord  drinketh,  and  whereby  indeed  he  divmeth?  ye 
have  done  evil  in  so  doing.'" 

And  he  overtook  them,  and  he  spoke  unto  them  these  same 
words.  And  they  said  unto  him,  "Wherefore  saith  my  lord  these 
words?  God  forbid  that  thy  servants  should  do  according  to 
this  thing.  Behold,  the  money,  which  we  found  in  our  sacks' 
mouths,  we  brought  again  unto  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Canaan: 
how  then  should  we  steal  out  of  thy  lord's  house  silver  or  gold? 
With  whomsoever  of  thy  servants  it  be  found,  both  let  him  die, 
and  we  also  will  be  my  lord's  bondmen." 

And  he  said,  "Now  also  let  it  be  according  unto  your  words: 
he  with  whom  it  is  found  shall  be  my  servant;  and  ye  shall  be 
blameless." 

Then  they  speedily  took  down  every  man  his  sack  to  the 
ground,  and  opened  every  man  his  sack.  And  he  searched,  and 
began  at  the  eldest,  and  left  at  the  youngest:  and  the  cup  was 
found  in  Benjamin's  sack.  Then  they  rent  their  clothes,  and  laded 
every  man  his  ass,  and  returned  to  the  city.  And  Judah  and  his 
brethren  came  to  Joseph's  house;  for  he  was  yet  there:  and  they 
fell  before  him  on  the  ground. 

And  Joseph  said  unto  themt  "What  deed  is  this  that  ye  have 
clone?  wot  ye  not  that  such  a  man  as  1  can  certainly  divine?" 

And  Judah  said,  "What  shall  we  .say  unto  my  lord?  what  shall 
we  speak?  or  how  shall  we  clear  ourselves?  God  hath  found  out 
the  iniquity  of  thy  servants:  behold,  we  are  my  lord's  servants, 
both  we,  and  he  also  with  whom  the  cup  is  found. " 

And  he  said,  "God  forbid  that  1  should  do  so:  but  the  man  in 
whose  hand  the  cup  is  found,  he  shall  be  my  servant;  and  as  for 
you,  get  you  up  in  peace  unto  your  father/* 

Then  Judah  came  near  unto  him,  and  said,  "Oh  my  lord,  let 
thy  servant,  I  pray  thee,  speak  a  word  in  my  lord's  ears,  and  let 
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not  thine  anger  burn  against  thy  servant:  for  thou  art  even  as 
Pharaoh.  My  lord  asked  his  servants,  saying,  'Have  ye  a  father, 
or  a  brother?'  And  we  said  unto  my  lord,  'We  have  a  father,  an 
old  man,  and  a  child  of  his  old  age,  a  little  one;  and  his  brother  is 
dead,  and  he  alone  is  left  of  his  mother,  and  his  father  loveth 
him. '  And  thou  saidst  unto  thy  servants,  'Bring  him  down  unto 
me,  that  I  may  set  mine  eyes  upon  him/  And  we  said  unto  my 
lord,  The  lad  cannot  leave  his  father:  for  if  he  should  leave  his 
father,  his  father  would  die. '  And  thou  saidst  unto  thy  servants, 
'Except  your  youngest  brother  come  down  with  you,  ye  shall 
see  my  face  no  more/  And  it  came  to  pass  when  we  came  up 
unto  thy  servant  my  father,  we  told  him  the  words  of  my  lord. 
And  our  father  said,  'Go  again,  and  buy  us  a  little  food/  And 
we  said,  'We  cannot  go  down:  if  our  youngest  brother  be  with 
us,  then  will  we  go  down:  for  we  may  not  see  the  man's  face, 
except  our  youngest  brother  be  with  us. '  And  thy  servant  my 
father  said  unto  us,  'Ye  know  that  my  wife  bore  me  two  sons; 
and  the  one  went  out  from  me,  and  I  said,  "Surely  he  is  torn  in 
pieces";  and  I  saw  him  not  since:  and  if  ye  take  this  also  from 
me,  and  mischief  befall  him,  ye  shall  bring  down  my  gray  hairs 
with  sorrow  to  the  grave. '  Now  therefore  when  I  come  to  thy 
servant  my  father,  and  the  lad  be  not  with  us;  seeing  that  his 
life  is  bound  up  in  the  lad's  life;  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  he 
seeth  that  the  lad  is  not  with  us,  that  he  will  die:  and  thy  serv- 
ants shall  bring  down  the  gray  hairs  of  thy  servant  our  father 
with  sorrow  to  the  grave.  For  thy  servant  became  surety  for  the 
lad  unto  my  father,  saying,  If  I  bring  him  not  unto  thee,  then  I 
shall  bear  the  blame  to  my  father  for  ever/  Now  therefore,  I 
pray  thee,  let  thy  servant  abide  instead  of  the  lad  a  bondman  to 
my  lord;  and  let  the  lad  go  up  with  his  brethren.  For  how  shall 
I  go  up  to  my  father,  and  the  lad  be  not  with  me?  lest  peradven- 
ture  I  see  the  evil  that  shall  come  on  my  father." 

Then  Joseph  could  not  refrain  himself  before  all  them  that 
stood  by  him;  and  he  cried,  "Cause  every  man  to  go  out  from  me." 
And  there  stood  no  man  with  him,  while  Joseph  made  himself 
known  unto  his  brethren.  And  he  wept  aloud:  and  the  Egyptians 
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and  the  house  of  Pharaoh  heard.  And  Joseph  said  unto  his  breth- 
ren, 

"I  am  Joseph;  doth  my  father  yet  live?" 

And  his  brethren  could  not  answer  him;  for  they  were  trou- 
bled at  his  presence.  And  Joseph  said  unto  his  brethren, 

"Come  near  to  me,  I  pray  you."  And  they  came  near.  And  he 
said, 

"I  am  Joseph  your  brother,  whom  ye  sold  into  Egypt.  Now 
therefore  be  not  grieved,  nor  angry  with  yourselves,  that  ye  sold 
me  hither:  for  God  did  send  me  before  you  to  preserve  life.  For 
these  two  years  hath  the  famine  been  in  the  land;  and  yet  there 
are  five  years,  in  the  which  there  shall  neither  be  earing  nor  har- 
vest. And  God  sent  me  before  you  to  preserve  you  a  posterity 
in  the  earth,  and  to  save  your  lives  by  a  great  deliverance.  So 
now  it  was  not  you  that  sent  me  hither,  but  God:  and  he  hath 
made  me  a  father  to  Pharaoh,  and  lord  of  all  his  house,  and  a 
ruler  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  Haste  ye,  and  go  up  to 
my  father,  and  say  unto  him,  'Thus  saith  thy  son  Joseph,  "God 
hath  made  me  lord  of  all  Egypt:  come  down  unto  me,  tarry  not: 
and  thou  shalt  dwell  in  the  land  of  Goshen,  and  thou  shalt  be 
near  unto  me,  thou,  and  thy  children,  and  thy  children's  children, 
and  thy  flocks,  and  thy  herds,  and  all  thou  hast:  and  there  will  I 
nourish  thee;  for  yet  there  are  five  years  of  famine;  lest  thou,  and 
thy  household,  and  all  that  thou  hast,  come  to  poverty/"  And, 
behold,  your  eyes  see,  and  the  eyes  of  my  brother  Benjamin,  that 
it  is  my  mouth  that  speaketh  unto  you.  And  ye  shall  tell  my  father 
of  all  my  glory  in  Egypt,  and  of  all  that  ye  have  seen;  and  ye 
shall  haste  and  bring  down  my  father  hither." 

And  he  fell  upon  his  brother  Benjamin's  neck,  and  wept;  and 
Benjamin  wept  upon  his  neck.  Moreover  he  kissed  all  his  breth- 
ren, and  wept  upon  them:  and  after  that  his  brethren  talked 
with  him.  To  all  of  them  he  gave  each  man  changes  of  raiment; 
but  to  Benjamin  he  gave  three  hundred  pieces  of  silver,  and  five 
changes  of  raiment.  And  to  his  father  he  sent  after  this  manner; 
ten  asses  laden  with  the  good  things  of  Egypt,  and  ten  she-asses 
laden  with  corn  and  bread  and  meat  for  his  father  by  the  way, 
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So  ke  sent  kis  brethren  away,  and  tkey  departed:  and  ke  said 
unto  tkem, 

"See  tkat  ye  fall  not  out  by  tke  way." 

And  tkey  went  up  out  of  Egypt,  and  came  into  tke  land  of 
Canaan  unto  Jacob  tkeir  fatker,  and  told  kirn,  saying, 

"Josepk  is  yet  alive,  and  ke  is  governor  over  all  tke  land  of 
Egypt/' 

And  Jacob's  keart  fainted,  for  ke  believed  tkem  not.  And 
tkey  told  kim  all  tke  words  of  Josepk,  wkick  ke  kad  said  unto 
tkem:  and  wken  ke  saw  tke  wagons  wkick  Josepk  kad  sent  to 
carry  kim,  tke  spirit  of  Jacob  tkeir  father  revived.  And  Israel 
said, 

"It  is  enough;  Josepk  my  son  is  yet  alive:  I  will  go  and  see 
kim  before  I  die. " 

And  tkey  took  tkeir  cattle,  and  tkeir  goods,  wkick  tkey  kad 
gotten  in  tke  land  of  Canaan,  and  came  into  Egypt,  Jacob,  and 
all  kis  seed  witk  kim:  kis  sons,  and  kis  sons'  sons  witk  kim,  kis 
daugkters,  and  kis  sons'  daugkters,  and  all  kis  seed  brougkt  ke 
witk  kim  into  Egypt. 

And  ke  sent  Judak  before  kim  unto  Josepk,  to  direct  kis  face 
unto  Gosken;  and  tkey  came  into  tke  land  of  Gosken.  And  Jo- 
sepk made  ready  kis  ckariot,  and  went  up  to  meet  Israel  kis 
fatker,  to  Gosken,  and  presented  kimself  unto  kim;  and  ke  fell 
on  kis  neck,  and  wept  on  kis  neck  a  good  wkile.  And  Israel  said 
unto  Josepk,  "Now  let  me  die,  since  I  kave  seen  tky  face,  be- 
cause tkou  art  yet  alive." 

And  Israel  dwelt  in  tke  land  of  Egypt ,  in  the  country  of  Goshen; 
and  they  had  possessions  therein,  and  grew,  and  multiplied  ex- 
ceedingly. And  Jacob  lived  in  the  land  of  Egypt  seventeen  years: 
so  the  whole  age  of  Jacob  was  a  hundred  forty  and  seven  years. 
And  the  time  drew  nigh  that  Israel  must  die:  and  ke  called  kis 
son  Josepk,  and  said  unto  kim,  "If  now  I  kave  found  grace  in  tky 
sigkt,  put,  I  pray  tkee,  tky  kand  under  my  tkigk,  and  deal  kindly 
and  truly  witk  me;  bury  me  not,  I  pray  tkee,  in  Egypt.  But  I  will 
lie  witk  my  fatkers,  and  tkou  shalt  carry  me  out  of  Egypt,  and 
bury  me  in  tkeir  burying  place." 
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And  he  said,  "I  will  do  as  thou  hast  said. "  And  he  said,  "Swear 
unto  me."  And  he  swore  unto  him. 

And  Jacob  called  unto  his  sons,  and  said,  "Gather  yourselves 
together,  that  I  may  tell  you  that  which  shall  befall  you  in  the 
last  days. 

"Gather  yourselves  together,  and  hear,  yc  sons  of  Jacob; 
And  hearken  unto  Israel  your  father. 

Reuben,  thou  art  my  firstborn, 

"My  might,  and  the  beginning  of  my  strength, 

The  excellency  of  dignity,  and  the  excellency  of  fewer: 

Unstable  as  water,  thou  shall  not  excel; 

Because  thou  wentest  itp  to  thy  father's  bed; 

Then  iefiledst  thou  it:  he  went  u-p  to  my  couch. 

Simeon  and  Levi  are  brethren;' 

Instnunenls  of  cruelly  are  in  their  habitations. 

0  my  soul,  come  not  thou  into  their  secret; 

Unto  their  assembly,  mine  honour t  be  no  I  ihou  united: 

For  in  their  anger  they  dew  a  man, 

And  in  their  selfwill  they  digged  down  a  wall. 

Cursed  be  their  anger,  for  it  was  fierce; 

And  their  wrath,  for  it  was  cruel: 

1  will  divide  them  in  Jacob, 
And  scalter  them  in  Israel, 

Jiklafi,  thou  art  he  whom  thy  brethren  shall  praise: 
Thy  hand  shall  be  in  the  neck  of  thine  enemies; 
Thy  father's  children  shall  bow  down  before  thee. 
]udah  is  a  lions  whelp: 

From  the  prey,  my  son,  thou  art  gone  up: 
He  stooped  down,  he  couched  as  a  lion, 
And  as  an  old  lion;  who  shall  rouse  him  up? 
The  sceptre  shall  not  depart  fromjudah, 
"N^or  a  lawgiver  from  between  his  feet  ^ 
Until  Shiloh  come;  and  unto  him  shall  the  gathering  of  the 
people  be, 
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Binding  his  foal  unto,  the  vine, 
And  his  ass's  colt  unto  the  choice  vine; 
He  washed  his  garments  in  wine, 
And  his  clothes  in  the  Wood  of  grapes: 
His  eyes  shall  fee  red  with  wine, 
And  his  teeth  white  with  milk, 

Zebulun  shall  dwell  at  the  haven  of  the  sea; 
And  he  shall  lye  for  a  haven  of  ships; 
And  his  border  shall  be  unto  Zidon. 

Issachar  is  a  strong  ass 
Couching  down  between  two  burdens: 
And  he  saw  that  rest  was  good. 
And  the  land  that  it  was  pleasant; 
And  bowed  his  shoulder  to  bear, 
And  became  a  servant  unto  tribute. 

Dan  shall  judge  his  people, 

As  one  of  the  tribes  of  Israel. 

Dan  shall  be  a  serpent  by  the  way, 

An  adder  in  the  path, 

That  biteth  the  horse's  heels, 

So  that  his  rider  shall  fall  backward. 

Gad,  a  troop  shall  overcome  him: 
But  he  shall  overcome  at  the  last. 

Out  of  Asher  his  bread  shall  be  fat, 
And  he  shall  yield  royal  dainties. 

N[aphtali  is  a  hind  let  loose; 
He  giveth  goodly  words. 

Joseph  is  a  fruitful  bough, 
Even  a  fruitfu-l  bough  by  a  well; 
Whose  branches  run  over  the  wall: 
The  archers  have  sorely  grieved  him, 
And  shot  at  him,  and  hated  him: 
But  his  bow  abode  in  strength, 
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And  the  arms  of  his  hands  were  made  strong 
By  the  hands  of  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob 
(Prom  thence  is  the  shepherd,  the  stone  of  Israel )  ; 
Even  by  the  God  of  thy  father,  who  shall  help  tltee; 
And  l)y  the  Almighty,  who  shall  bless  thee 
With  blessings  of  heaven  above, 
Blessings  of  the  deep  that  lieth  under, 
Blessings  of  the  breasts,  and  of  the  womb: 
The  blessings  of  thy  father  have  prevailed 
Above  the  blessings  of  my  progenitors 
Unto  the  utmost  "bound  of  the  everlasting  hills: 
They  shall  be  on  the  head  of  Joseph, 
And  on  the  crown  of  the  head  of  him  that  was  separate 
from  his  brethren. 

Benjamin  shall  ravin  as  a  wolf: 

In  the  morning  he  shall  devour  the  prey, 

And  at  night  he  shall  divide  the  spoil/' 

All  these  are  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel:  and  this  is  it  that 
their  father  spoke  unto  them.,  and  blessed  them;  every  one  a<r 
cording  to  his  blessing  he  blessed  them.  And  he  charged  them, 
and  said  unto  them, 

"I  am  to  be  gathered  unto  my  people:  bury  me  with  my  fathers 
In  the  cave  that  is  in  the  field  of  Ephron  the  Hittite,  in  the  cave 
that  is  in  the  field  of  Machpelah,  which  is  before  Mamre,  in  the 
land  of  Canaan,  which  Abraham  bought  with  the  field  of  Ephron 
the  Hittite  for  a  possession  of  a  burying  place,  There  they  buried 
Abraham  and  Sarah  his  wife;  there  they  buried  Isaac  and  Re* 
bekah  his  wife;  and  there  I  buried  Leah.  The  purchase  of  the 
field  and  of  the  cave  that  is  therein  was  from  the  children  of 
HetL" 

And  when  Jacob  had  made  an  end  of  commanding  his  sons, 
he  gathered  up  his  feet  into  the  bed,  and  yielded  up  the  ghost, 
and  was  gathered  unto  his  people, 

And  Joseph  fell  upon  his  father's  face,  and  wept  upon  him, 
and  kissed  him.  And  Joseph  commanded  his  servants  the  physi- 
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cians  to  embalm  his  father:  and  the  physicians  embalmed  Israel. 
And  forty  days  were  fulfilled  for  him;  for  so  are  fulfilled  the  days 
of  those  which  are  embalmed:  and  the  Egyptians  mourned  for 
him  threescore  and  ten  days. 

And  Joseph  went  up  to  bury  his  father:  and  with  him  went 
up  all  the  servants  of  Pharaoh,  the  elders  of  his  house,  and  all 
the  elders  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  all  the  house  of  Joseph,  and 
his  brethren,  and  his  father's  house:  only  their  little  ones,  and 
their  flocks,  and  their  herds,  they  left  in  the  land  of  Goshen.  And 
his  sons  did  unto  him  according  as  he  commanded  them:  for  his 
sons  carried  him  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  buried  him  in  the 
cave  of  the  field  of  Machpelah,  which  Abraham  bought  with  the 
field  for  a  possession  of  a  burying  place  of  Ephron  the  Hittite, 
before  Mamre.  And  Joseph  returned  into  Egypt,  he,  and  his 
brethren,  and  all  that  went  up  with  him  to  bury  his  father,  after 
he  had  buried  his  father. 

And  Joseph  dwelt  in  Egypt,  he,  and  his  father's  house:  and 
Joseph  lived  a  hundred  and  ten  years.  And  Joseph  saw  Ephr  aim's 
children  of  the  third  generation:  the  children  also  of  Machir  the 
son  of  Manasseh  were  brought  up  upon  Joseph's  knees.  And  Jo- 
seph said  unto  his  brethren,  "I  die:  and  God  will  surely  visit 
you,  and  bring  you  out  of  this  land  unto  the  land  which  he  swore 
to  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  and  to  Jacob."  And  Joseph  took  an  oath  of 
the  children  of  Israel,  saying,  "God  will  surely  visit  you,  and 
ye  shall  carry  up  my  bones  from  hence."  So  Joseph  died,  being 
a  hundred  and  ten  years  old:  and  they  embalmed  him,  and  he 
was  put  in  a  coffin  in  Egypt. 
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THROUGHOUT  the  Hexateuch  and  indeed  all  the  historical  books  of 
the.  Old  Testament,  the  enclosed  snatches  of  poetry  are  much  older  than 
the  surrounding  narrative.  Frequently  they  are  fragments  of  poems  now 
otherwise  totally  lost,  but  occasionally  also  they  are  complete  in  them- 
selves, such  as  the  heroic  "Song  of  Moses"  which  certainly  goes  back  as 
far  as  the  twelfth  century.  For  us  to-day  the  main  interest  in  Exodus 
lies  in  the  personality  of  Moses  and  in  the  narrative  of  the  escape  from 
Egypt;  for  the  Jews,  however,  even  more  important  was  the  elaborate 
system  of  legislation  attributed  to  their  great  lawgiver.  Muck  of  this 
ivas  probably  derived  from  Egyptian  and  Babylonian  codes,  in  which  ear- 
lier analogues  for  the  Ten  Commandments  and  many  other  items  have 
been  found;  much  of  it  was  also  unquestionably  later  than  the  time  of 
Moses.  While  retaining  abundant  savage  elements,  Jewish  legislation  was 
on  the  whole  remarkably  enlightened  and  humane.  The  treatment  of 
slaves,  euphemistically  rendered  "servants"  in  the  King  James  transla- 
tion, was  aftually  better  than  that  accorded  them  in  the  United  States 
in  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  There  were  many  attempts 
to  regulate  trade  so  as  to  secure  fair  dealing,  and  "usury"— by  which 
was  meant  the  taking  of  any  interest  on  loans—  was  strictly  forbidden, 
The  divorce  laws  were  more  liberal  than  in  modern  England,  and  in 
specified  cases  women  as  well  as  men  wen  permitted  to  take  advantage 
of  them.  Hospitality  to  aliens  was  enjoined,  and  charity  to  widows  and 
orphans;  there  were  also  numerous  laws  that  aimed  to  safeguard  the 
rights  of  the  poor  and  to  prevent  the  rise  of  a  landed  aristocracy. 


78 


The  Book  of 

EXODUS^ 


The  Escape  jrom  Egypt 

Now  THERE  AROSE  up  a  new  Icing  over  Egypt,  which  knew 
not  Joseph.  And  he  saiduntohis  people,  "Behold,  thepeople 
of  the  children  of  Israel  are  more  and  mightier  than  we.  Come 
on,  let  us  deal  wisely  with  them;  lest  they  multiply,  and  it  come 
to  pass  that,  when  there  falleth  out  any  war,  they  join  also  unto 
our  enemies,  and  fight  against  us,  and  so  get  them  up  out  of  the 
land." 

Therefore  they  did  set  over  them  taskmasters  to  afflict  them 
with  their  burdens.  And  they  tuilt  for  Pharaoh  treasure  cities, 
Pithorn  and  Rameses.  But  the  more  they  afflicted  them,  the  more 
they  multiplied  and  grew.  And  they  were  grieved  because  of 
the  children  of  Israel.  And  the  Egyptians  made  the  children  of 
Israel  to  serve  with  rigour:  and  they  made  their  lives  bitter  with 
hard  bondage,  in  mortar,  and  in  brick,  and  in  all  manner  of  serv- 
ice in  the  field:  all  their  service,  wherein  they  made  them  serve, 
was  with  rigour. 

And  the  king  of  Egypt  spoke  to  the  Hebrew  midwives,  of 
which  the  name  of  the  one  was  Shiphrah,  and  the  name  of  the 
other  Puah:  and  he  said,  "When  ye  do  the  office  of  a  midwife  to 
the  Hebrew  women,  and  see  them  upon  the  stools;  if  it  be  a  son, 
then  ye  shall  kill  him:  but  if  it  be  a  daughter,  then  she  shall  live." 

But  the  midwives  feared  God,  and  did  not  as  the  king  of 
Egypt  commanded  them,  but  saved  the  men  children  alive. 

And  the  king  of  Egypt  called  for  the  midwives,  and  said  unto 
them,  "Why  have  ye  done  this  thing,  and  have  saved  the  men 
children  alive?" 
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And  the  midwives  said  unto  Pharaoh,  "Because  the  Hebrew 
women  are  not  as  the  Egyptian  women;  for  they  are  lively,  and 
are  delivered  ere  the  midwives  come  in  unto  them/' 

Therefore  God  dealt  well  with  the  midwives:  and  the  people 
multiplied,  and  waxed  very  mighty.  And  it  came  to  pass,  be^ 
cause  the  midwives  feared  God,  that  he  made  them  houses. 

And  Pharaoh  charged  all  his  people,  saying,  "Every  son  that 
is  born  ye  shall  cast  into  the  river,  and  every  daughter  ye  shall 
save  alive." 

And  there  went  a  man  of  the  house  of  Levi,  and  took  to  wife 
a  daughter  of  Levi.  And  the  woman  conceived,  and  bore  a  son; 
and  when  she  saw  him  that  he  was  a  goodly  child,  she  hid  him 
three  months.  And  when  she  could  not  longer  hide  him,  she  took 
for  him  an  ark  of  bulrushes,  and  daubed  it  with  slime  and  with 
pitch,  and  put  the  child  therein;  and  she  laid  it  in  the  flags  by 
the  river's  brink.  And  his  sister  stood  afar  off,  to  wit  what  would 
be  done  to  him. 

And  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  came  down  to  wash  herself  at 
the  river;  and  her  maidens  walked  along  by  the  river's  side;  and 
when  she  saw  the  ark  among  the  flags,  she  sent  her  maid  to  fetch 
it,  And  when  she  had  opened  it,  she  saw  the  child:  and,  behold, 
the  babe  wept.  And  she  had  compassion  on  him,  and  said,  "This 
is  one  of  the  Hebrews'  children," 

Then  said  his  sister  to  Pharaoh's  daughter,  "Shall  I  go  and 
call  to  thee  a  nurse  of  the  Hebrew  women,  that  she  may  nurse 
the  child  for  thee?" 

And  Pharaoh's  daughter  said  to  her,  "Go!" 

And  the  maid  went  and  called  the  child's  mother. 

And  Pharaoh's  daughter  said  unto  her,  'Take  this  child  away, 
and  nurse  it  for  me,  and  I  will  give  thee  thy  wages." 

And  the  woman  took  the  child,  and  nursed  it.  And  the  child 
grew,  and  she  brought  him  unto  Pharaoh's  daughter,  and  he  be- 
came  her  son.  And  she  called  his  name  Moses;  and  she  said,  "Be- 
cause  I  drew  him  out  of  the  water/1 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  when  Moses  was  grown, 
that  he  went  out  unto  his  brethren,  and  looked  on  their  burdens; 
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and  he  spied  an  Egyptian  smiting  an  Hebrew,  one  of  his  breth- 
ren. And  he  looked  this  way  and  that  way,  and  when  he  saw 
that  there  was  no  man,  he  slew  the  Egyptian,  and  hid  him  in  the 
sand.  And  when  he  went  out  the  second  day,  behold,  two  men 
of  the  Hebrews  strove  together:  and  he  said  to  him  that  did  the 
wrong, "  Wher ef or e  smitest  thou  thy  fellow?"  And  he  said,  "Who 
made  thee  a  prince  and  a  judge  over  us?  intendest  thou  to  kill 
me,  as  thou  killedst  the  Egyptian?"  And  Moses  feared,  and  said, 
"Surely  this  thing  is  known." 

Now  when  Pharaoh  heard  this  thing,  he  sought  to  slay  Moses. 
But  Moses  fled  from  the  face  of  Pharaoh,  and  dwelt  in  the  land 
of  Midian:  and  he  sat  down  by  a  well. 

Now  the  priest  of  Midian  had  seven  daughters:  and  they  came 
and  drew  water,  and  filled  the  troughs  to  water  their  father's 
flock.  And  the  shepherds  came  and  drove  them  away:  but  Moses 
stood  up  and  helped  them,  and  watered  their  flock.  And  when 
they  came  to  Reuel  their  father,  he  said,  "How  is  it  that  ye  are 
come  so  soon  to-day?" 

And  they  said,  "An  Egyptian  delivered  us  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  shepherds,  and  also  drew  water  enough  for  us,  and  watered 
the  flock. " 

And  he  said  unto  his  daughters,  "And  where  is  he?  why  is  it 
that  ye  have  left  the  man?  call  him,  that  he  may  eat  bread." 

And  Moses  was  content  to  dwell  with  the  man:  and  he  gave 
Moses  Zipporah  his  daughter.  And  she  bore  him  a  son,  and  he 
called  his  name  Gershom:  for  he  said,  "I  have  been  a  stranger  in 
a  strange  land." 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  process  of  time  that  the  king  of  Egypt 
died:  and  the  children  of  Israel  sighed  by  reason  of  the  bondage, 
and  they  cried,  and  their  cry  came  up  unto  God  by  reason  of  the 
bondage.  And  God  heard  their  groaning,  and  God  remembered 
his  covenant  with  Abraham,  with  Isaac,  and  with  Jacob.  And 
God  looked  upon  the  children  of  Israel,  and  God  had  respect 
unto  them. 

Now  Moses  kept  the  flock  of  Jethrohis  father-in-law,  the  priest 
of  Midian:  and  he  led  the  flock  to  the  backside  of  the  desert,  and 
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came  to  the  mountain  of  God,  even  to  Horeb.  And  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  appeared  unto  him  in  a  flame  of  fire  out  of  the  midst  of 
a  bush:  and  he  looked,  and,  behold,  the  bush  burned  with  fire, 
and  the  bush  was  not  consumed.  And  Moses  said, 

"I  will  now  turn  aside,  and  see  this  great  sight,  why  the  bush 
is  not  burnt." 

And  when  the  Lord  saw  that  he  turned  aside  to  see,  God 
called  unto  him  out  of  the  midst  of  the  bush,  and  said, 

"Moses,  Moses. " 

And  he  said,  "Here  am  I" 

And  he  said,  "Draw  not  nigh  hither:  put  off  thy  shoes  from 
off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou  standest  is  holy  ground," 
Moreover  he  said,  *1  am  the  God  of  thy  father,  the  God  of  Abra^ 
ham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob."  And  Moses  hid 
his  face;  for  he  was  afraid  to  look  upon  God.  And  the  Lord  said, 

"I  have  surely  seen  the  affliction  of  my  people  which  are  in 
Egypt,  and  have  heard  their  cry  by  reason  of  their  taskmasters; 
for  I  know  their  sorrows.  And  I  am  come  down  to  deliver  them 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and  to  bring  them  up  out  of 
that  land  unto  a  good  land  and  a  large,  unto  a  land  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey;  unto  the  place  of  the  Canaanites,  and  the  Hit- 
tites,  and  the  Amorites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and  the  Hivites,  and 
the  Jebusites.  Now  therefore,  behold,  the  cry  of  the  children  of 
Israel  is  come  unto  me:  and  I  have  also  seen  the  oppression  where" 
with  the  Egyptians  oppress  them.  Come  now  therefore,  and  I 
will  send  thee  unto  Pharaoh,  that  thou  mayest  bring  forth  my 
people  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt." 

And  Moses  said  unto  God,  "Who  am,  I,  that  I  should  go  unto 
Pharaoh,  and  that  1  should  bring  forth  the  children  of  Israel  out 
of  Egypt?" 

And  he  said,  "Certainly  I  will  be  with  thee;  and  this  shall  be 
a  token  unto  thee,  that  1  have  sent  thee.  When  thou  hast  brought 
forth  the  people  out  of  Egypt,  ye  shall  serve  God  upon  this 
mountain." 

And  Moses  said  unto  God,  "Behold,  when  I  come  unto  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  shall  say  unto  them,  'The  God  of  your 
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fathers  hath  sent  me  unto  you';  and  they  shall  say  to  me,  'What 
is  his  name?'  what  shall  I  say  unto  them?" 

And  God  said  unto  Moses,  "I  AM  THAT  I  AM":  and  he  said, 
"Thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  I  AM  hath  sent 
me  unto  you."  And  God  said  moreover  unto  Moses,  "Thus  shalt 
thou  say  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  The  Lord  God  of  your 
fathers,  the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of 
Jacob,  hath  sent  me  unto  you. '  And  they  shall  hearken  to  thy 
voice:  and  thou  shalt  come,  thou  and  the  elders  of  Israel,  unto 
the  king  of  Egypt,  and  ye  shall  say  unto  him,  The  Lord  God  of 
the  Hebrews  hath  met  with  us:  and  now  let  us  go,  we  beseech 
thee,  three  days'  journey  into  the  wilderness,  that  we  may  sac- 
rifice to  the  Lord  our  God/  And  I  am  sure  that  the  king  of 
Egypt  will  not  let  you  go,  no,  not  by  a  mighty  hand.  And  I  will 
stretch  out  my  hand,  and  smite  Egypt  with  all  my  wonders 
which  I  will  do  in  the  midst  thereof:  and  after  that  he  will  let 
you  go.  And  I  will  give  this  people  favour  in  the  sight  of  the 
Egyptians:  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that,  when  ye  go,  ye  shall 
not  go  empty:  but  every  woman  shall  borrow  of  her  neighbour, 
and  of  her  that  sojourneth  in  her  house,  jewels  of  silver,  and 
jewels  of  gold,  and  raiment:  and  ye  shall  put  them  upon  your 
sons,  and  upon  your  daughters;  and  ye  shall  spoil  the  Egyptians." 

And  Moses  answered  and  said,  "But,  behold,  they  will  not 
believe  me,  nor  hearken  unto  my  voice:  for  they  will  say,  'The 
Lord  hath  not  appeared  unto  thee/" 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "What  is  that  in  thine  hand?" 

And  he  said,  "A  rod." 

And  he  said,  "Cast  it  on  the  ground."  And  he  cast  it  on  the 
ground,  and  it  became  a  serpent;  and  Moses  fled  from  before  it. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Put  forth  thine  hand,  and 
take  it  by  the  tail"  And  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  caught  it,  and 
it  became  a  rod  in  his  hand. 

And  the  Lord  said  furthermore  unto  him,  "Put  now  thine  hand 
into  thy  bosom."  And  he  put  his  hand  into  his  bosom:  and  when 
he  took  it  out,  behold,  his  hand  was  leprous  as  snow. 

And  he  said,  "Put  thine  hand  into  thy  bosom  again/'  And  he 
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put  his  hand  into  his  bosom,  again;  and  plucked  it  out  of  kis 
bosom,  and,  bekold,  it  was  turned  again  as  kis  otker  flesk. 

"And  it  skall  come  to  pass,  if  tkey  will  not  believe  tkee,  nei- 
tker  kearken  to  tke  voice  of  tke  first  sign,  tkat  tkey  will  believe 
tke  voice  of  tke  latter  sign.  And  it  skall  come  to  pass,  if  tkey 
will  not  believe  also  tkese  two  signs,  neitker  kearken  unto  thy 
voice,  tkat  thou  skalt  take  of  tke  water  of  tke  river,  and  pour  it 
upon  tke  dry  land:  and  tke  water  wkick  tkou  takest  out  of  tke 
river  skall  become  blood  upon  tke  dry  land/' 

And  Moses  said  unto  tke  Lord,  "O  my  Lord,  I  am  not  ekr 
quent,  neitker  keretofore,  nor  since  tkou  hast  spoken  unto  tky 
servant:  but  I  am  slow  of  speeck,  and  of  a  slow  tongue." 

And  tke  Lord  said  unto  kirn,  "Who  katk  made  man's  moutk? 
or  wko  maketk  tke  dumb,  or  deaf,  or  tke  seeing,  or  tke  blind? 
kave  not  I  tke  Lord?  Now  therefore  go,  and  I  will  be  witk  tky 
moutk,  and  teack  tkee  wkat  tkou  skalt  say/1 

And  ke  said,  "O  my  Lord,  send,  I  pray  tkee,  by  tke  kand  of 
kirn  wkom  tkou  wilt  send/' 

And  tke  anger  of  tke  Lord  was  kindled  against  Moses,  and  ke 
said,  'Is  not  Aaron  the  Levite  thy  brother?  I  know  tkat  ke  can 
speak  well.  And  also,  bekold,  ke  cometk  fortk  to  meet  thee:  and 
wken  ke  seetk  tkee,  ke  will  be  glad  in  kis  keart.  And  tkou  skalt 
speak  unto  kirn,  and  put  words  in  his  mouth:  and  I  will  be  with 
thy  mouth,  and  with  his  mouth,  and  will  teach  you  what  ye  shall 
do.  And  he  shall  be  thy  spokesman  unto  the  people:  and  he  shall 
be,  even  he  shall  be  to  thee  instead  of  a  mouth,  and  thou  shalt  be 
to  him  instead  of  God.  And  thou  shalt  take  this  rod  in  thine 
hand,  wherewith  thou  shalt  do  signs/' 

And  Moses  went  and  returned  to  Jethro  his  father-in-law, 
and  said  unto  him,  "Let  me  go,  I  pray  thee,  and  return  unto  my 
brethren  which  are  in  Egypt,  and  see  whether  they  be  yet  alive/1 

And  Jethro  said  to  Moses,  "Go  in  peace/* 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses  in  Midian,  "Go,  return  into 
Egypt:  for  all  the  men  are  dead  which  sought  thy  life/* 

And  Moses  took  his  wife  and  his  sons,  and  set  them  upon  an 
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ass,  and  he  returned  to  the  land  of  Egypt:  and  Moses  took  the 
rod  of  God  in  his  hand.  And  Moses  and  Aaron  went  and  .gath- 
ered together  all  the  elders  of  the  children  of  Israel;  and  Aaron 
spoke  all  the  words  which  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  Moses,  and 
did  the  signs  in  the  sight  of  the  people.  And  the  people  believed; 
and  when  they  heard  that  the  Lord  had  visited  the  children  of 
Israel,  and  that  he  had  looked  upon  their  affliction,  then  they 
bowed  their  heads  and  worshipped. 

And  afterward  Moses  and  Aaron  went  in,  and  told  Pharaoh, 
"Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  'Let  my  people  go,  that  they 
may  hold  a  feast  unto  me  in  the  wilderness/" 

And  Pharaoh  said,  "Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  should  obey  his 
voice  to  let  Israel  go?  I  know  not  the  Lord,  neither  will  I  let 
Israel  go." 

And  they  said,  "The  God  of  the  Hebrews  hath  met  with  us: 
let  us  go,  we  pray  thee,  three  days'  journey  into  the  desert,  and 
sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  our  God;  lest  he  fall  upon  us  with  pestr . 
lence,  or  with  the  sword/' 

And  the  king,  of  Egypt  said  unto  them,  "Wherefore  do  ye, 
Moses  and  Aaron,  let  the  people  from  their  works?  get  you  unto 
your  burdens/' 

And  Pharaoh  commanded  the  same  day  the  taskmasters  of  the 
people,  and  their  officers,  saying,  "Ye  shall  no  more  give  the  peo- 
ple straw  to  make  brick,  as  heretofore:  let  them  go  and  gather 
straw  for  themselves.  And  the  tale  of  the  bricks,  which  they  did 
make  heretofore,  ye  shall  lay  upon  them;  ye  shall  not  diminish 
ought  thereof:  for  they  be  idle;  therefore  they  cry,  saying,  'Let  us 
go  and  sacrifice  to  our  God. '  Let  there  more  work  be  laid  upon 
the  men,  that  they  may  labour  therein;  and  let  them  not  regard 
vain  words." 

And  the  taskmasters  of  the  people  went  out,  and  their  officers, 
and  they  spoke  to  the  people,  saying,  "Thus  saith  Pharaoh,  'I 
will  not  give  you  straw.  Go  ye,  get  you  straw  where  ye  can  find 
it:  yet  not  ought  of  your  work  shall  be  diminished/" 

So  the  people  were  scattered  abroad  throughout  all  the  land 
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of  Egypt  to  gather  stubble  instead  of  straw.  And  the  taskmas- 
ters hastened  them,  saying,  "Fulfil  your  works,  your  daily  tasks, 
as  when  there  was  straw." 

And  the  officers  of  the  children  of  Israel,  which  Pharaoh's  task- 
masters had  set  over  them,  were  beaten,  and  demanded,  "Where- 
fore have  ye  not  fulfilled  your  task  in  making  brick  both  yester- 
day and  to-day,  as  heretofore?" 

Then  the  officers  of  the  children  of  Israel  came  and  cried  unto 
Pharaoh,  saying,  "Wherefore  dealest  thou  thus  with  thy  serv- 
ants? There  is  no  straw  given  unto  thy  servants,  and  they  say  to 
us,  'Make  brick':  and,  behold,  thy  servants  are  beaten;  but  the 
fault  is  in  thine  own  people. " 

But  he  said,  "Ye  are  idle,  ye  are  idle:  therefore  ye  say,  'Let  us 
go  and  do  sacrifice  to  the  Lord/  Go  therefore  now,  and  work; 
for  there  shall  no  straw  be  given  you,  yet  shall  ye  deliver  the 
tale  of  bricks/' 

And  the  officers  of  the  children  of  Israel  did  see  that  they  were 
in  evil  case,  after  it  was  said,  "Ye  shall  not  minish  ought  from 
your  bricks  of  your  daily  task." 

And  they  met  Movses  and  Aaron,  who  stood  in  the  way,  as 
they  came  forth  from  Pharaoh;  and  they  said  unto  them,  "The 
Lord  look  upon  you,  and  judge;  because  ye  have  made  our  sa- 
vour to  be  abhorred  in  the  eyes  of  Pharaoh,  and  in  the  eyes  of 
his  servants,  to  put  a  sword  in  their  hand  to  slay  us." 

And  Moses  returned  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  "Lord,  where- 
fore hast  thou  so  evil  entreated  this  people?  why  is  it  that  then 
hast  sent  me?  For  since  I  came  to  Pharaoh  to  speak  in  thy  name, 
he  hath  done  evil  to  this  people;  neither  hast  thou  delivered  thy 
people  at  all" 

And  God  spoke  unto  Moses,  and  said  unto  him,  "I  am  the 
Lord;  and  I  appeared  unto  Abraham,  unto  Isaac,  and  unto  Jacob, 
by  the  name  of  God  Almighty,  but  by  my  name  JEHOVAH  was  I 
not  known  to  them.  And  I  have  also  established  my  covenant 
with  them,  to  give  them  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  land  of  their 
pilgrimage,  wherein  they  were  strangers,  And  I  have  also  heard 
the  groaning  of  the  children  of  Israel,  whom  the  Egyptians  keep 
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in  bondage;  and  I  Lave  remembered  my  covenant.  Wherefore  say 
unto  the  children  of  Israel,  'I  am  the  Lord,  and  I  will  bring  you 
out  from  under  the  burdens  of  the  Egyptians,  and  I  will  rid  you 
out  of  their  bondage,  and  I  will  redeem  you  with  a  stretched 
out  arm,  and  with  great  judgments;  and  I  will  take  you  to  me 
for  a  people,  and  I  will  be  to  you  a  God;  and  ye  shall  know  that 
I  am  the  Lord  your  God,  which  bringeth  you  out  from  under 
the  burdens  of  the  Egyptians.  And  I  will  bring  you  in  unto  the 
land,  concerning  the  which  I  did  swear  to  give  it  to  Abraham, 
to  Isaac,  and  to  Jacob;  and  I  will  give  it  you  for  an  heritage:  I  am 
the  Lord/" 

And  Moses  spoke  so  unto  the  children  of  Israel:  but  they  heark- 
ened not  unto  Moses  for  anguish  of  spirit,  and  for  cruel  bondage. 

And' the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "See,  I  have  made  thee  a  god 
to  Pharaoh:  and  Aaron  thy  brother  shall  be  thy  prophet.  Thou 
shalt  speak  all  that  I  command  thee:  and  Aaron  thy  brother  shall 
speak  unto  Pharaoh,  that  he  send  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  his 
land.  And  I  will  harden  Pharaoh's  heart,  and  multiply  my  signs 
and  my  wonders  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  But  Pharaoh  shall  not 
hearken  unto  you,  that  I  may  lay  my  hand  upon  Egypt,  and  bring 
forth  mine  armies,  and  my  people  the  children  of  Israel,  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt  by  great  judgments.  And  the  Egyptians  shall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  when  I  stretch  forth  mine  hand  upon 
Egypt,  and  bring  out  the  children  of  Israel  from  among  them." 

(And  Moses  was  fourscore  years  old,  and  Aaron  fourscore 
and  three  years  old,  when  they  spoke  unto  Pharaoh.) 

AndtheLordspokeuntoMoses  and  unto  Aaron,  saying,  "When 
Pharaoh  shall  speak  unto  you,  saying,  'Show  a  miracle  for  you'; 
then  thou  shalt  say  unto  Aaron,  Take  thy  rod,  and  cast  it  before 
Pharaoh/  and  it  shall  become  a  serpent/1 

And  Moses  and  Aaron  went  in  unto  Pharaoh,  and  they  did  so 
as  the  Lord  had  commanded:  and  Aaron  cast  down  his  rod  be^ 
fore  Pharaoh,  and  before  his  servants,  and  it  became  a  serpent. 
Then  Pharaoh  also  called  the  wise  men  and  the  sorcerers:  now 
the  magicians  of  Egypt,  they  also  did  in  like  manner  with  their 
enchantments.  For  they  cast  down  every  man  his  rod,  and  they 
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became  serpents;  but  Aaron's  rod  swallowed  up  their  rods.  And 
he  hardened  Pharaoh's  heart,  that  he  hearkened  not  unto  them; 
as  the  Lord  had  said. 

And  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses,  "Say  unto  Aaron,  Take  thy 
rod,  and  str,etch  out  thine  hand  upon  the  waters  of  Egypt,  upon 
their  streams,  upon  their  rivers,  and  upon  their  ponds,  and  upon 
all  their  pools  of  water,  that  they  may  become  blood;  and  that 
there  may  be  blood  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  both  in 
vessels  of  wood,  and  in  vessels  of  stone.*" 

And  Moses  and  Aaron  did  so,  as  the  Lord  commanded;  and  he 
lifted  up  the  rod,  and  smote  the  waters  that  were  in  the  river, 
in  the  sight  of  Pharaoh,  and  in  the  sight  of  his  servants;  and  all 
the  waters  that  were  in  the  river  were  turned  to  blood.  And 
the  fish  that  was  in  the  river  died;  and  the  river  stank,  and  the 
Egyptians  could  not  drink  of  the  water  of  the  river;  and  there 
was  blood  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  the  magicians 
of  Egypt  did  so  with  their  enchantments:  and  Pharaoh's  heart 
was  hardened,  neither  did  he  hearken  unto  them;  as  the  Lord 
had  said.  And  Pharaoh  turned  and  went  into  his  house,  neither 
did  he  set  his  heart  to  this  also.  And  all  the  Egyptians  digged 
round  about  the  river  for  water  to  drink;  for  they  could  not 
drink  of  the  water  of  the  river.  And  seven  days  were  fulfilled, 
after  that  the  Lord  had  smitten  the  river, 

And  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses,  "Say  unto  Aaron,  'Stretch 
forth  thine  hand  with  thy  rod  over  the  streams,  over  the  rivers, 
and  over  the  ponds,  and  cause  frogs  to  come  up  upon  the  land 
of  Egypt/" 

And  Aaron  stretched  out  his  hand  over  the  waters  of  Egypt; 
and  the  frogs  came  up,  and  covered  the  land  of  Egypt,  And  the 
magicians  did  so  with  their  enchantments,  and  brought  up  frogs 
upon  the  land  of  Egypt 

Then  Pharaoh  called  for  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  said,  "Intreat 
the  Lord,  that  he  may  take  away  the  frogs  from  me,  and  from 
my  people;  and  I  will  let  the  people  go,  that  they  may  do  sac** 
rifice  unto  the  Lord/' 

And  Moses  saicT  unto  Pharaoh,  "Glory  over  me:  when  shall  1 

188] 


THE  BOOK  OF  EXODUS 

intreat  for  thee,  and  for  thy  servants,  and  for  thy  people,  to  de- 
stroy the  frogs  from  thee  and  thy  houses,  that  they  may  remain 
in  the  river  only?" 

And  he  said,  "To-morrow." 

And  he  said,  "Be  it  according  to  thy  word:  that  thou  mayest 
know  that  there  is  none  like  unto  the  Lord  our  God.  And  the 
frogs  shall  depart  from  thee,  and  from  thy  houses,  and  from  thy 
servants,  and  from  thy  people;  they  shall  remain  in  the  river  only. " 

And  Moses  and  Aaron  went  out  from  Pharaoh:  and  Moses 
cried  unto  the  Lord  because  of  the  frogs  which  he  had  brought 
against  Pharaoh.  And  the  Lord  did  according  to  the  word  of 
Moses;  and  the  frogs  died  out  of  the  houses,  out  of  the  villages, 
and  out  of  the  fields.  And  they  gathered  them  together  upon 
heaps:  and  the  land  stank.  But  when  Pharaoh  saw  that  there  was 
respite,  he  hardened  his  heart,  and  hearkened  not  unto  them;,  as 
the  Lord  had  said. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Say  unto  Aaron,  'Stretchout 
thy  rod,  and  smite  the  dust  of  the  land,  that  it  may  become  lice 
throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt. '" 

And  they  did  so;  for  Aaron  stretched  out  his  hand  with  his 
rod,  and  smote  the  dust  of  the  earth,  and  it  became  lice  in  man, 
and  in  beast;  all  the  dust  of  the  land  became  lice  throughout  all 
the  land  of  Egypt.  And, the  magicians  did  so  with  their  enchant- 
ments to  bring  forth  lice,  but  they  could  not:  so  there  were  lice 
upon  man,  and  upon  beast.  Then  the  magicians  said  unto  Pha- 
raoh, "This  is  the  finger  of  God":  and  Pharaoh's  heart  was  hard- 
ened, and  he  hearkened  not  unto  them;  as  the  Lord  had  said. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses, 

"Rise  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  stand  before  Pharaoh;  lo, 
he  cometh  forth  to  the  water;  and  say  unto  him,  'Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  "Let  my  people  go,  that  they  may  serve  me.  Else,  if  thou 
wilt  not  let  my  people  go,  behold,  I  will  send  swarms  of  flies 
upon  thee,  and  upon  thy  servants,  and  upon  thy  people,  and 
into  thy  houses:  and  the  houses  of  the  Egyptians  shall  be  full  of 
swarms  of  flies,  and  also  the  ground  whereon  they  are.  And  I 
will  sever  in  that  day  the  land  of  Goshen,  in  which  my  people 
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dwell,  that  no  swarms  of  flies  shall  be  there;  to  the  end  thou 
mayest  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  in  the  midst  of  the  earth.  And 
I  will  put  a  division  between  my  people  and  thy  people:  to- 
morrow shall  this  sign  be. 

And  the  Lord  did  so;  and  there  came  a  grievous  swarm  of 
flies  into  the  house  of  Pharaoh,  and  into  his  servants'  houses,  and 
into  all  the  land  of  Egypt:  the  land  was  corrupted  by  reason  of 
the  swarm  of  flies. 

And  Pharaoh  called  for  Moses  and  for  Aaron,  and  said,  "Go 
ye,  sacrifice  to  your  God  in  the  land." 

And  Moses  said,  "It  is  not  meet  so  to  do;  for  we  shall  sacrifice 
the  abomination  of  the  Egyptians  to  the  Lord  our  God:  lo,  shall 
we  sacrifice  the  abomination  of  the  Egyptians  before  their  eyes, 
and  will  they  not  stone  us?  We  will  go  three  days'  journey  into 
the  wilderness,  and  sacrifice  to  the  Lord  our  God,  as  he  shall 
command  us." 

And  Pharaoh  said,  "I  will  let  you  go,  that  ye  may  sacrifice  to 
the  Lord  your  God  in  the  wilderness;  only  ye  shall  not  go  very 
far  away:  intreat  for  me." 

And  Moses  said,  "Behold,  I  go  out  from  thee,  and  I  will  irr 
treat  the  Lord  that  the  swarms  of  flies  may  depart  from  Pharaoh, 
from  his  servants,  and  from  his  people,  to-morrow:  but  let  not 
Pharaoh  deal  deceitfully  any  more  in  not  letting  the  people  go 
to  sacrifice  to  the  Lord." 

And  Moses  went  out  from  Pharaoh,  and  intreated  the  Lord. 
And  the  Lord  did  according  to  the  word  of  Moses;  and  he  re- 
moved the  swarms  of  flies  from,  Pharaoh,  from  his  servants,  and 
from,  his  people;  there  remained  not  one.  And  Pharaoh  hardened 
his  heart  at  this  time  also,  neither  would  he  let  the  people  go. 

Then  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Go  in  unto  Pharaoh,  and  tell 
him,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews,  "Let  my  people 
go,  that  they  may  serve  me."  For  if  thou  refuse  to  let  them  go, 
and  wilt  hold  them  still,  behold,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
thy  cattle  which  is  in  the  field,  upon  the  horses,  upon  the  asses, 
upon  the  camels,  upon  the  oxen,  and  upon  the  sheep;  there  shall 
be  a  very  grievous  murrain  And  the  Lord  shall  sever  between 
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the  cattle  of  Israel  and  the  cattle  of  Egypt:  and  there  shall  noth- 
ing die  of  all  that  is  the  children's  of  Israel. '" 

And  the  Lord  appointed  a  set  time,  saying,  "To-morrow  the 
Lord  shall  do  this  thing  in  the  land/' 

And  the  Lord  did  that  thing  on  the  morrow,  and  all  the  cattle 
of  Egypt  died:  but  of  the  cattle  of  the  children  of  Israel  died  not 
one.  And  Pharaoh  sent,  and,  behold,  there  was  not  one  of  the 
cattle  of  the  Israelites  dead.  And  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  was  hard- 
ened, and  he  did  not  let  the  people  go. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses  and  unto  Aaron,  'Take  to  you 
handfuls  of  ashes  of  the  furnace  and  let  Moses  sprinkle  it  toward 
the  heaven  in  the  sight  of  Pharaoh.  And  it  shall  become  small 
dust  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  shall  be  a  boil  breaking  forth 
with  blains  upon  man,  and  upon  beast,  throughout  all  the  land 
of  Egypt." 

And  they  took  ashes  of  the  furnace,  and  stood  before  Pharaoh; 
and  Moses  sprinkled  it  up  toward  heaven;  and  it  became  a  boil 
breaking  forth  with  blains  upon  man,  and  upon  beast.  And  the 
magicians  could  not  stand  before  Moses  because  of  the  boils; 
for  the  boil  was  upon  the  magicians,  and  upon  all  the  Egyptians. 
And  the  Lord  hardened  the  heart  of  Pharaoh,  and  he  hearkened 
not  unto  them;  as  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  Moses. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Stretch  forth  thine  hand  to- 
ward heaven,  that  there  may  be  hail  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt, 
upon  man,  and  upon  beast,  and  upon  every  herb  of  the  field, 
throughout  the  land  of  Egypt.  * 

And  Moses  stretched  forth  his  rod  toward  heaven:  and  the 
Lord  sent  thunder  andhail,  and  thefireran  along  up  on  the  ground; 
and  the  Lord  rained  hail  upon  the  land  of  Egypt.  So  there  was 
hail,  and  fire  mingled  with  the  hail,  very  grievous,  such  as  there 
was  none  like  it  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt  since  it  became  a  nation. 
And  the  hail  smote  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt  all  that 
was  in  the  field,  both  man  and  beast;  and  the  hail  smote  every 
herb  of  the  field,  and  broke  every  tree  of  the  field.  Only  in  the 
land  of  Goshen,  where  the  children  of  Israel  were,  was  there  no 
hail. 
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And  Pharaoh  sent,  and  called  for  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  said 
unto  them,  "I  have  sinned  this  time:  the  Lord  is  righteous,  and 
I  and  my  people  are  wicked.  Intreat  the  Lord  (for  it  is  enough) 
that  there  be  no  more  mighty  thunderings  and  hail;  and  I  will 
let  you  go,  and  ye  shall  stay  no  longer." 

And  Moses  went  out  of  the  city  from  Pharaoh,  and  spread 
abroad  his  hands  unto  the  Lord:  and  the  thunders  and  hail  ceased, 
and  the  rain  was  not  poured  upon  the  earth.  And  when  Pharaoh 
saw  that  the  rain  and  the  hail  and  the  thunders  were  ceased,  he 
sinned  yet  more,  and  hardened  his  heart,  he  and  his  servants. 
And  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  was  hardened,  neither  would  he  let 
the  children  of  Israel  go;  as  the  Lord  had  spoken  by  Moses. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Stretch  out  thine  hand  over 
the  land  of  Egypt  for  the  locusts,  that  they  may  come  up  upon 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  eat  every  herb  of  the  land,  even  all  that 
the  hail  hath  left." 

And  Moses  stretched  forth  his  rod  over  the  land  of  Egypt, 
and  the  Lord  brought  an  east  wind  upon  the  land  all  that  day, 
and  all  that  night;  and  when  it  was  morning,  the  east  wind 
brought  the  locusts.  And  the  locusts  went  up  over  all  the  land 
of  Egypt,  and  rested  in  all  the  coasts  of  Egypt:  very  grievous 
were  they;  before  them  there  were  no  such  locusts  as  they,  nei- 
ther after  them  shall  be  such.  For  they  covered  the  face  of  the 
whole  earth,  so  that  the  land  was  darkened;  and  they  did  eat 
every  herb  of  the  land,  and  all  the  fruit  of  the  trees  which  the 
hail  had  left:  and  there  remained  not  any  green  thing  in  the  trees, 
or  in  the  herbs  of  the  field,  through  all  the  land  of  Egypt, 

Then  Pharaoh  called  for  Moses  and  Aaron  in  haste;  and  he 
said,  "I Lave  sinned  against  the  Lord  your  God,  and  against  you. 
Now  therefore  forgive,  I  pray  thee,  my  sin  only  this  once,  and 
intreat  the  Lord  your  God,  that  he  may  take  away  from  me  this 
death  only." 

And  he  went  out  from  Pharaoh,  and  intreated  the  Lord.  And 
the  Lord  turned  a  mighty  strong  west  wind,  which  took  away 
the  locusts,  and  cast  them  into  the  Red  sea;  there  remained  not 
one  locust  in  all  the  coasts  of  Egypt.  But  the  Lord  hardened 
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Pharaoh's  heart,  so  that  he  would  not  let  the  children  of  Israel 

go- 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Stretch  out  thine  hand  to- 
ward heaven,  that  there  may  be  darkness  over  the  land  of  Egypt, 
even  darkness  which  may  be  felt/' 

And  Moses  stretched  forth  his  hand  toward  heaven;  and  there 
was  a  thick  darkness  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt  three  days.  They 
saw  not  one  another,  neither  rose  any  from  his  place  for  three 
days:  but  all  the  children  of  Israel  had  light  in  their  dwellings. 

And  Pharaoh  called  unto  Moses,  and  said,  "Go  ye,  serve  the 
Lord;  only  let  your  flocks  and  your  herds  be  stayed:  let  your  lit- 
tle ones  also  go  with  you." 

And  Moses  said,  "Thou  must  give  us  also  sacrifices  and  burnt 
offerings,  that  we  may  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  our  God.  Our 
cattle  also  shall  go  with  us;  there  shall  not  a  hoof  be  left  be- 
hind; for  thereof  must  we  take  to  serve  the  Lord  our  God;  and 
we  know  not  with  what  we  must  serve  the  Lord,  until  we  come 
thither."  But  the  Lord  hardened  Pharaoh's  heart,  and  he  would 
not  let  them  go. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Yet  will  I  bring  one  plague 
more  upon  Pharaoh,  and  upon  Egypt;  afterwards  he  will  let  you 
go  hence:  when  he  shall  let  you  go,  he  shall  surely  thrust  you 
out  hence  altogether.  Speak  now  in  the  ears  of  the  people,  and 
let  every  man  borrow  of  his  neighbour,  and  every  woman  of  her 
neighbour,  jewels  of  silver,  and  jewels  of  gold." 

And  the  Lord  gave  the  people  favour  in  the  sight  of  the  Egyp- 
tians. Moreover  the  man  Moses  was  very  great  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  in  the  sight  of  Pharaoh's  servants,  and  in  the  sight  of  the 
people. 

And  Moses  said,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord,  'About  midnight  will 
I  go  out  into  the  midst  of  Egypt.  And  all  the  firstborn  in  the 
land  of  Egypt  shall  die,  from  the  firstborn  of  Pharaoh  that  sit- 
teth  upon  his  throne,  even  unto  the  firstborn  of  the  maidservant 
that  is  behind  the  mill;  and  all  the  firstborn  of  beasts.  And  there 
shall  be  a  great  cry  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  such  as 
there  was  none  like  it,  nor  shall  be  like  it  any  more. '  But  against 
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any  of  the  children,  of  Israel  shall  not  a  dog  move  his  tongue, 
against  man  or  beast:  that  ye  may  know  how  that  the  Lord  doth 
put  a  difference  between  the  Egyptians  and  Israel.  And  all  these 
thy  servants  shall  come  down  unto  me,  and  bow  down  them- 
selves unto  me,  saying,  'Get  thee  out,  and  all  the  people  that 
follow  thee':  and  after  that  I  will  go  out."  And  he  went  out 
from  Pharaoh  in  a  great  anger. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Pharaoh  shall  not  hearken 
unto  you;  that  my  wonders  may  be  multiplied  in  the  land  of 
Egypt." 

And  Moses  and  Aaron  did  all  these  wonders  before  Pharaoh: 
and  the  Lord  hardened  Pharaoh's  heart,  so  that  he  would  not  let 
the  children  of  Israel  go  out  of  his  land. 

Then  Moses  called  for  all  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  said  unto 
them,  "Draw  out  and  take  you  a  lamb  according  to  your  families, 
and  kill  the  passover.  And  ye  shall  take  a  bunch  of  hyssop,  and 
dip  it  in  the  blood  that  is  in  the  basin,  and  strike  the  lintel  and 
the  two  side  posts  with  the  blood  that  is  in  the  basin;  and  none 
of  you  shall  go  out  at  the  door  of  his  house  until  the  morning. 
For  the  Lord  will  pass  through  to  smite  the  Egyptians;  and 
when  he  seeth  the  blood  upon  the  lintel,  and  on  the  two  side 
posts,  the  Lord  will  pass  over  the  door,  and  will  not  suffer  the 
destroyer  to  come  in  unto  your  houses  to  smite  you.  And  ye  shall 
observe  this  thing  for  an  ordinance  to  thee  and  to  thy  sons  for 
ever.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  ye  be  come  to  the  land 
which  the  Lord  will  give  you,  according  as  he  hath  promised, 
that  ye  shall  keep  this  service.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when 
your  children  shall  say  unto  you,  'What  mean  ye  by  this  serv- 
ice?' that  ye  shall  say,  It  is  the  sacrifice  of  the  Lord's  passover, 
who  passed  over  the  houses  of  the  children  of  Israel  in  Egypt, 
when  he  smote  the  Egyptians,  and  delivered  our  houses/" 

And  the  people  bowed  the  head  and  worshipped.  And  the 
children  of  Israel  went  away,  and  did  as  the  Lord  had  com- 
manded Moses  and  Aaron,  so  did  they. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  at  midnight  the  Lord  smote  all  the 
firstborn  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  from  the  firstborn  of  Pharaoh  that 
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sat  on  his  throne  unto  the  firstborn  of  the  captive  that  was  in  the 
dungeon;  and  all  the  firstborn  of  cattle.  And  Pharaoh  rose  up  in 
the  night,  he,  and  all  his  servants,  and  all  the  Egyptians;  and 
there  was  a  great  cry  in  Egypt;  for  there  was  not  a  house  where 
there  was  not  one  dead. 

And  he  called  for  Moses  and  Aaron  by  night,  and  said,  "Rise 
up,  and  get  you  forth  from  among  my  people,  both  ye  and  the 
children  of  Israel;  and  go,  serve  the  Lord,  as  ye  have  said.  Also 
take  your  flocks  and  your  herds,  as  ye  have  said,  and  be  gone; 
and  bless  me  also." 

And  the  Egyptians  were  urgent  upon  the  people,  that  they 
might  send  them  out  of  the  land  in  haste;  for  they  said,  "We  be 
all  dead  men. " 

And  the  people  took  their  dough  before  it  was  leavened,  their 
kneadingtroughs  being  bound  up  in  their  clothesupon  their  shoul- 
ders. And  the  children  of  Israel  did  according  to  the  word  of 
Moses;  and  they  borrowed  of  the  Egyptians  jewels  of  silver, 
and  jewels  of  gold,  and  raiment:  and  the  Lord  gave  the  people 
favour  in  the  sight  of  the  Egyptians,  so  that  they  lent  unto  them 
such  things  as  they  required.  And  they  spoiled  the  Egyptians. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  journeyed  from  Rameses  to  Sue- 
coth,  about  six  hundred  thousand  on  foot  that  were  men,  beside 
children.  And  a  mixed  multitude  went  up  also  with  them;  and" 
flocks,  and  herds,  even  very  much  cattle.  And  they  baked  un- 
leavened cakes  of  the  dough  which  they  brought  forth  out  of 
Egypt,  for  it  was  not  leavened;  because  they  were  thrust  out  of 
Egypt,  and  could  not  tarry,  neither  had  they  prepared  for  them- 
selves any  victual. 

(Now  the  sojourning  of  the  children  of  Israel,  who  dwelt  in 
Egypt,  was  four  hundred  and  thirty  years.  And  it  came  to  pass 
at  the  end  of  the  four  hundred  and  thirty  years,  even  the  self- 
same day  it  came  to  pass,  that  all  the  hosts  of  the  Lord  went  out 
from  the  land  of  Egypt.  It  is  a  night  to  be  much  observed  unto 
the  Lord  for  bringing  them  out  from  the  land  of  Egypt:  this  is 
that  night  of  the  Lord  to  be  observed  of  all  the  children  of 
Israel  in  their  generations.) 
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And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Pharaoh  had  let  the  people  go, 
that  God  led  them  not  through  the  way  of  the  land  of  the  Phi- 
listines, although  that  was  near;  for  God  said,  "Lest  peradven- 
ture  the  people  repent  when  they  see  war,  and  they  return  to 
Egypt":  but  God  led  the  people  about,  through  the  way  of  the 
wilderness  of  the  Red  Sea.  And  the  children  of  Israel  went  up 
harnessed  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  Moses  took  the  bones 
of  Joseph  with  him:  for  he  had  straitly  sworn  the  children  of 
Israel,  saying,  "God  will  surely  visit  you;  and  ye  shall  carry  up 
my  bones  away  hence  with  you." 

And  the  Lord  went  before  them  by  day  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloud, 
to  lead  them  the  way;  and  by  night  in  a  pillar  of  fire,  to  give 
them  light;  to  go  by  day  and  night:  he  took  not  away  the  pillar 
of  the  cloud  by  day,  nor  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  from  before 
the  people. 

And  it  was  told  the  king  of  Egypt  that  the  people  fled:  and 
the  heart  of  Pharaoh  and  of  his  servants  was  turned  against  the 
people,  and  they  said,  "Why  have  we  done  this,  that  we  have 
let  Israel  go  from  serving  us?" 

And  he  made  ready  his  chariot,  and  took  his  people  with 
him:  and  he  took  six  hundred  chosen  chariots,  and  all  the  chari- 
ots of  Egypt,  and  captains  over  every  one  of  them.  And  the  Lord 
hardened  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  and  he  pursued 
after  the  children  of  Israel:  and  the  children  of  Israel  went  out 
with  a  high  hand.  But  the  Egyptians  pursued  after  them,  all  the 
horses  and  chariots  of  Pharaoh,  and  his  horsemen,  and  his  army, 
and  overtook  them,  encamping  by  the  sea,  beside  Pi-halurotli, 
before  Baalrzephon, 

And  when  Pharaoh  drew  nigh,  the  children  of  Israel  lifted  up 
their  eyes,  and,  behold,  the  Egyptians  marched  after  them;  and 
they  were  sore  afraid:  and  the  children  of  Israel  cried  out  unto 
the  Lord.  And  they  said  unto  Moses,  "Because  there  were  no 
graves  in  Egypt,  hast  thou  taken  us  away  to  die  in  the  wilder** 
ness?  wherefore  hast  thou  dealt  thus  with  us,  to  carry  us  forth 
out  of  Egypt?  is  not  this  the  word  that  we  did  tell  thee  in  Egypt, 
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saying,  'Let  us  alone,  that  we  may  serve  the  Egyptians'?  For  it 
had  been  better  for  us  to  serve  the  Egyptians,  than  that  we 
should,  die  in  the  wilderness/' 

And  Moses  said  unto  the  people,  "Fear  ye  not,  stand  still, 
and  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord,  which  he  will  show  to  you  to- 
day: for  the  Egyptians  whom  ye  have  seen  to-day,  ye  shall  see 
them  again  no  more  for  ever.  The  Lord  shall  fight  for  you,  and 
ye  shall  hold  your  peace." 

And  the  angel  of  God,  which  went  before  the  camp  of  Israel, 
removed  and  went  behind  them;  and  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  went 
from  before  their  face,  and  stood  behind  them:  and  it  came  be- 
tween the  camp  of  the  Egyptians  and  the  camp  of  Israel;  and  it 
was  a  cloud  and  darkness  to  them,  but  it  gave  light  by  night  to 
these:  so  that  the  one  came  not  near  the  other  all  the  night.  And 
Moses  stretched  out  his  hand  over  the  sea;  and  the  Lord  caused 
the  sea  to  go  back  by  a  strong  east  wind  all  that  night,  and  made 
the  sea  dry  land,  and  the  waters  were  divided.  And  the  children 
of  Israel  went  into  the  midst  of  the  sea  upon  the  dry  ground: 
and  the  waters  were  a  wall  unto  them  on  their  right  hand,  and 
on  their  left. 

And  the  Egyptians  pursued,  and  went  in  after  them  to  the 
midst  of  the  sea,  even  all  Pharaoh's  horses,  his-chariots,  and  his 
horsemen.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  in  the  morning  watch  the 
Lord  looked  unto  the  host  of  the  Egyptians  through  the  pillar 
of  fire  and  of  the  cloud,  and  troubled  the  host  of  the  Egyptians, 
and  took  off  their  chariot  wheels,  that  they  drove  them  heavily: 
so  that  the  Egyptians  said,  "Let  us  flee  from  the  face  of  Israel; 
for  the  Lord  fighteth  for  them  against  the  Egyptians." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Stretch  out  thine  hand  over 
the  sea,  that  the  waters  may  come  again  upon  the  Egyptians, 
upon  their  chariots,  and  upon  their  horsemen." 

And  Moses  stretched  forth  his  hand  over  the  sea,  and  the  sea 
returned  to  his  strength  when  the  morning  appeared;  and  the 
Egyptians  fled  against  it;  and  the  Lord  overthrew  the  Egyp- 
tians in  the  midst  of  the  sea.  And  the  waters  returned,  and  cov- 
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ered  the  chariots,  and  the  horsemen,  and  all  the  host  of  Pharaoh 
that  came  into  the  sea  after  them;  there  remained  not  so  much 
as  one  of  them. 

But  the  children  of  Israel  walked  upon  dry  land  in  the  midst 
of  the  sea;  and  the  waters  were  a  wall  unto  them  on  their  right 
hand,  and  on  their  left.  Thus  the  Lord  saved  Israel  that  day  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians;  and  Israel,  saw  the  Egyptians  dead 
upon  the  sea  shore.  And  Israel  saw  that  great  work  which  the 
Lord  did  upon  the  Egyptians:  and  the  people  feared  the  Lord, 
and  believed  the  Lord,  and  his  servant  Moses. 

Tlte  Song  of  Moses 

Then  sang  Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel  this  song  unto  the 
Lord,  and  spoke,  saying, 

"I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord,  for  lie  hath  triumphed  gloriously: 
The  horse  and  Ins  rider  hatli  he  thrown  into  the  sea, 
The  Lord-  is  my  strength  and  song> 
And  he  is  become  my  salvation: 

He  is  my  God,  and  I  will  prepare  him  a  habitation; 
My  father's  God,  and  I  will  exalt  him, 

The  Lord  is  a  wan  of  war: 

The  Lord  is  his  name. 

Pharaoh's  chariots  and  his  host  hath  he  cast  into  the  sea; 

His  chosen  captains  also  arc  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea, 

The  depths  have  covered  them: 

They  sank  into  the  botfom  as  a  stone, 

Thy  right  hand,  0  Lord,  is  become  ^loritws  in  power: 
Thy  right  hand,  0  Lord,  hath  dasbaf  in  pieces  (he  enemy, 
And  in  the  greatness  of  thine  excellency  thou  ha.sf  orerthrotrn 

them  that  rose  up  against  thcc: 
Thou  sentest  forth  thy  wrath  >  which  consumed  them  as 

stubble. 
And  tcith  the  blast  of  thy  nostrils  ihe  waters  were  gathered 

together, 
The  floods  stood  upright  as  a  heap, 
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And  the  depths  were  congealed  in  the  heart  of  the  sea. 

The  enemy  said,  'I  will  pursue,  I  will  overtake,  I  will  divide 

the  spoil; 

My  lust  shall  he  satisfied  upon  them; 
I  will  draw  my  sword,  my  hand  shall  destroy  them. 
Thou  didst  How  with  thy  wind,  the  sea  covered  them: 
They  sank  as  lead  in  the  mighty  waters. 

Who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  among  the  gods? 

Who  is  like  thee,  glorious  in  holiness, 

Fearful  in  praises,  doing  wonders? 

Thou  stretchedst  out  thy  right  hand, 

The  earth  swallowed  them. 

Thou  in  thy  mercy  hast  led  forth  the  people  which  thou  hast 
redeemed: 

Thou  hast  guided  them  in  thy  strength  unto  thy  holy  habita- 
tion. 

The  people  shall  hear,  and  le  afraid: 

Sorrow  shall  take  hold  on  the  inhabitants  of  Palestina. 

Then  the  dukes  ofEdom  shall  he  amazed; 

The  mighty  men  of  Moab,  trembling  shall  take  hold  upon 
them; 

All  the  inhabitants  of  Canaan  shall  melt  away. 

Fear  and  dread  shall  fall  upon  them; 

By  the  greatness  of  thine  arm  they  shall  he  as  still  as  a  stone; 

Till  thy  people  pass  over,  0  Lord, 

Till  the  people  pass  over,  which  thou  hast  purchased. 

Thou  shall  bring  them  in,  and  plant  them  in  the  mountain 
of  thine  inheritance, 

In  the  place,  0  Lord,  which  thou  hast  made  for  thee  to 
dwell  in, 

In  the  Sanftuary,  0  Lord,  which  thy  hands  have  established. 

The  Lord  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever." 

And  Miriam  the  prophetess,  the  sister  of  Aaron,  took  a  tim- 
brel in  her  hand;  and  all  the  women  went  out  after  her  with 
timbrels  and  with  dances.  And  Miriam  answered  them, 
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"Sing  ye  to  the.  Lord,  for  he  hath  triumphed  gloriously; 
Tke  horse  and  his  rider  hatk  he  thrown  into  the  sea." 

The  Journey  to  Sinai 

So  Moses  brought  Israel  from  the  Red  Sea,  and  they  went  out 
into  the  wilderness  of  Shur;  and  they  went  three  days  in  the 
wilderness,  and  found  no  water.  And  when  they  came  to  Marah, 
they  could  not  drink  of  the  waters  of  Marah,  for  they  were  bit- 
ter: therefore  the  name  of  it  was  called  Marah.  And  the  people 
murmured  against  Moses,  saying,  "What  shall  we  drink?" 

And  he  cried  unto  the  Lord;  and  the  Lord  showed  him  a  tree, 
which  when  he  had  cast  into  the  waters,  the  waters  were  made 
sweet:  there  he  made  for  them  a  statute  and  an  ordinance,  and 
there  he  proved  them,  and  said,  "If  thou  wilt  diligently  hearken 
to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  wilt  do  that  which  is 
right  in  his  sight,  and  wilt  give  ear  to  his  commandments,  and 
keep  all  his  statutes,  I  will  put  none  of  these  diseases  upon  thee, 
which  I  have  brought  upon  the  Egyptians:  for  I  am  the  Lord 
that  healeth  thee." 

And  they  came  to  Elim,  where  were  twelve  wells  of  water, 
and  threescore  and  ten  palm  trees:  and  they  encamped  there  by 
the  waters. 

And  they  took  their  journey  from  Elim,  and  all  the  congrega- 
tion of  the  children  of  Israel  came  unto  the  wilderness  of  Sin, 
which  is  between  Elim  and  Sinai,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  sec- 
ond month  after  their  departing  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

And  the  whole  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel  mur- 
mured against  Moses  and  Aaron  in  the  wilderness;  and  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  said  unto  them,  "Would  to  God  we  had  died  by 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  when  we  sat  by  the 
flesh  pots,  and  when  we  did  eat  bread  to  the  full;  for  ye  have 
brought  us  forth  into  this  wilderness,  to  kill  this  whole  assem- 
bly with  hunger/' 

Then  vsaid  the  Lord  unto  Moses,  "Behold,  I  will  rain  bread 
from  heaven  for  you;  and  the  people  shall  go  out  and  gather  a 
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certain  rate  every  day,  that  I  may  prove  theim,  whether  they  will 
walk  in  my  law,  or  no.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  on  the 
sixth  day  they  shall  prepare  that  which  they  bring  in;  and  it 
shall  be  twice  as  much  as  they  gather  daily/' 

And  Moses  and  Aaron  said  unto  all  the  children  of  Israel,  "At 
even,  then  ye  shall  know  that  the  Lord  hath  brought  you  out 
from  the  land  of  Egypt;  and  in  the  morning,  then  ye  shall  see  the 
glory  of  the  Lord;  for  that  he  heareth  your  murmurings  against 
the  Lord:  and  what  are  we,  that  ye  murmur  against  us?" 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that  at  even  the  quails  came  up,  and  cov- 
ered the  camp:  and  in  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the 
host.  And  when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the 
face  of  the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small  round  thing,  as  small  as 
the  hoar  frost  on  the  ground.  And  when  the  children  of  Israel 
saw  it,  they  said  one  to  another,  "It  is  manna":  for  they  wist  not 
what  it  was. 

And  Moses  said  unto  them,  "This  is  the  bread  which  the  Lord 
hath  given  you  to  eat.  This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath 
commanded,  'Gather  of  it  every  man  according  to  his  eating,  an 
omer  for  every  man,  according  to  the  number  of  your  persons; 
take  ye  every  man  for  them  which  are  in  his  tents/" 

And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered,  some  more, 
some  less.  And  when  they  did  mete  it  with  an  omer,  he  that 
gathered  much  had  nothing  over,  and  he  that  gathered  little  had 
no  lack;  they  gathered  every  man  according  to  his  eating. 

And  Moses  said,  "Let  no  man  leave  of  it  till  the  morning/' 

Notwithstanding  they  hearkened  not  unto  Moses;  but  some 
of  them  left  of  it  until  the  morning,  and  it  bred  worms,  and 
stank:  and  Moses  was  wroth  with  them.  And  they  gathered  it 
every  morning,  every  man  according  to  his  eating:  and  when  the 
sun  waxed  hot,  it  melted. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  on  the  sixth  day  they  gathered  twice 
as  much  bread,  two  omers  for  one  man:  and  all  the  rulers  of  the 
congregation  came  and  told  Moses.  And  he  said  unto  them,  "This 
is  that  which  the  Lord  hath  said,  To-morrow  is  the  rest  of  the 
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holy  sabbath  unto  the  Lord:  bake  that  which  ye  will  bake  to- 
day, and  seethe  that  ye  will  seethe;  and  that  which  remaineth 
over  lay  up  for  you  to  be  kept  until  the  morning. '" 

And  they  laid  it  up  till  the  morning,  as  Moses  bade:  and  it 
did  not  stink,  neither  was  there  any  worm  therein.  And  Moses 
said,  "Eat  that  to-day;  for  to-day  is  a  sabbath  unto  the  Lord:  to- 
day ye  shall  not  find  it  in  the  field.  Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it; 
but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is  the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be 
none/' 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  there  went  out  some  of  the  people 
on  the  seventh  day  for  to  gather,  and  they  found  none. 

And  the  house  of  Israel  called  the  name  thereof  Manna:  and  it 
was  like  coriander  seed,  white;  and  the  taste  of  it  was  like  wafers 
made  with  honey. 

And  Moses  said,  "This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  command- 
eth,  Till  an  omer  of  it  to  be  kept  for  your  generations;  that  they 
may  see  the  bread  wherewith  I  have  fed  you  in  the  wilderness, 
when  I  brought  you  forth  from  the  land  of  Egypt/" 

And  Moses  said  unto  Aaron,  "Take  a  pot,  and  put  an  omer 
full  of  manna  therein,  and  lay  it  up  before  the  Lord,  to  be  kept 
for  your  generations." 

As  the  Lord  commanded  Moses,  so  Aaron  laid  it  up  before 
the  Testimony,  to  be  kept.  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  eat 
manna  forty  years,  until  they  came  to  a  land  inhabited;  they  did 
eat  manna  until  they  came  unto  the  borders  of  the  land  of  C  anaan. 

And  all  the  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel  journeyed 
from  the  wilderness  of  Sin,  after  their  journeys,  according  to  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  pitched  in  Rephidim:  and  there 
was  no  water  for  the  people  to  drink  Wherefore  the  people  did 
chide  with  Moses,  and  said,  "Give  us  water  that  we  may  drink. " 

And  Moses  said  unto  them,  "Why  chide  ye  with  me?  where- 
fore do  ye  tempt  the  Lord?" 

And  the  people  thirsted  there  for  water;  and  the  people  mur- 
mured against  Moses,  and  said,  "Wherefore  is  this  that  thou 
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hast  brought  us  up  out  of  Egypt,  to  kill  us  and  our  children  and 
our  cattle  with  thirst?" 

And  Moses  cried  unto  the  Lord,  saying,  "What  shall  I  do 
unto  this  people?  they  be  almost  ready  to  stone  me." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Go  on  before  the  people, 
and  take  with  thee  of  the  elders  of  Israel;  and  thy  rod,  where- 
with thou  smotest  the  river,  take  in  thine  hand,  and  go.  Behold, 
I  will  stand  before  thee  there  upon  the  rock  in  Horeb;  and  thou 
shalt  smite  the  rock,  and  there  shall  come  water  out  of  it,  that 
the  people  may  drink." 

And  Moses  did  so  in  the  sight  of  the  elders  of  Israel.  And  he 
called  the  name  of  the  place  Massah,  and  Meribah,  because  of 
the  chiding  of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  because  they  tempted 
the  Lord,  saying,  "Is  the  Lord  among  us,  or  not?" 

Then  came  Amalek,  and  fought  with  Israel  in  Rephidim.  And 
Moses  said  unto  Joshua,  "Choose  us  out  men,  and  go  out,  fight 
with  Amalek:  to-morrow  I  will  stand  on  the  top  of  the  hill  with 
the  rod  of  God  in  mine  hand." 

So  Joshua  did  as  Moses  had  said  to  him,  and  fought  with  Ama- 
lek:  and  Moses,  Aaron,  and  Hur  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Moses  held  up  his  hand,  that  Israel  pre- 
vailed: and  when  he  let  down  his  hand,  Amalek  prevailed.  But 
Moses'  hands  were  heavy;  and  they  took  a  stone,  and  put  it  under 
him,  and  he  sat  thereon;  and  Aaron  and  Hur  stayed  up  his  hands, 
the  one  on  the  one  side,  and  the  other  on  the  other  side;  and  his 
hands  were  steady  until  the  going  down  of  the  sun.  And  Joshua 
discomfited  Amalek  and  his  people  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

Jethro,  the  priest  of  Midian,  Moses'  father-in-law,  heard  of 
all  that  God  had  done  for  Moses,  and  for  Israel  his  people,  and 
that  the  Lord  had  brought  Israel  out  of  Egypt.  Then  Jethro, 
Moses'  father-in-law,  took  Zipporah,  Moses'  wife,  after  he  had 
sent  her  back,  and  her  two  sons;  of  which  the  name  of  the  one 
was  Gershom:  for  he  said,  "I  have  been  an  alien  in  a  strange 
land,"  and  the  name  of  the  other  was  Eliezer:  "For  the  God  of 
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my  father,"  said  he,  "was  mine  help,  and  delivered  me  from  the 
sword  of  Pharaoh." 

And  Jethro,  Moses'  father-in-law,  came  with  his  sons  and  his 
wife  unto  Moses  into  the  wilderness,  where  he  encamped  at  the 
mount  of  God:  and  he  said  unto  Moses,  "I  thy  father-in-law 
Jethro  am  come  unto  thee,  and  thy  wife,  and  her  two  sons  with 
her." 

And  Moses  went  out  to  meet  his  father-in-law,  and  did  obei- 
sance, and  kissed  him;  and  they  asked  each  other  of  their  welfare; 
and  they  came  into  the  tent.  And  Moses  told  his  father-in-law 
all  that  the  Lord  had  done  unto  Pharaoh  and  to  the  Egyptians 
for  Israel's  sake,  and  all  the  travail  that  had  come  upon  them  by 
the  way,  and  how  the  Lord  delivered  them.  And  Jethro  rejoiced 
for  all  the  goodness  which  the  Lord  had  done  to  Israel,  whom 
he  had  delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians.  And  Jethro 
said,  "Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  delivered  you  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  Pharaoh,  who 
hath  delivered  the  people  from  under  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians. 
Now  I  know  that  the  Lord  is  greater  than  all  gods:  for  in  the 
thing  wherein  they  dealt  proudly  he  was  above  them." 

And  Jethro,  Moses'  father-in-law,  took  a  burnt  offering  and 
sacrifices  for  God:  and  Aaron  came,  and  all  the  elders  of  Israel, 
to  eat  bread  with  Moses'  father-in-law  before  God.  And  it  came 
to  pass  on  the  morrow  that  Moses  sat  to  judge  the  people:  and 
the  people  stood  by  Moses  from  the  morning  unto  the  evening. 

And  when  Moses'  father-in-law  saw  all  that  he  did  to  the 
people,  he  said,  "What  is  this  thing  that  thou  doest  to  the  peo- 
ple? why  sittest  thou  thyself  alone,  and  all  the  people  stand  by 
thee  from  morning  unto  even?" 

And  Moses  said  unto  his  father-in-law,  "Because  the  people 
come  unto  me  to  enquire  of  God.  When  they  have  a  matter,  they 
come  unto  me;  and  I  judge  between  one  and  another,  and  I  do 
make  them  know  the  statutes  of  God,  and  his  laws," 

And  Moses'  father-in-law  said  unto  him,  "The  thing  that  thou 
doest  is  not  good,  Thou  wilt  surely  wear  away,  both  thou,  and 
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this  people  that  is  with  thee:  for  this  thing  is  too  heavy  for  thee; 
thou  art  not  able  to  perform  it  thyself  alone.  Hearken  now  unto 
my  voice,  I  will  give  thee  counsel,  and  God  shall  be  with  thee: 
Be  thou  for  the  people  to  God-ward,  that  thou  mayest  bring  the 
causes  unto  God:  and  thou  shalt  teach  them  ordinances  and  laws, 
and  shalt  show  them  the  way  wherein  they  must  walk,  and  the 
work  that  they  must  do.  Moreover  thou  shalt  provide  out  of  all 
the  people  able  men,  such  as  fear  God,  men  of  truth,  hating 
covetousness;  and  place  such  over  them,  to  be  rulers  of  thou- 
sands,  and  rulers  of  hundreds,  rulers  of  fifties,  and  rulers  of  tens: 
and  let  them  judge  the  people  at  all  seasons:  and  it  shall  be  that 
every  great  matter  they  shall  bring  unto  thee,  but  every  small 
matter  they  shall  judge:  so  shall  it  be  easier  for  thyself,  and  they 
shall  bear  the  burden  with  thee.  If  thou  shalt  do  this  thing,  and 
God  command  thee  so,  then  thou  shalt  be  able  to  endure,  and 
all  this  people  shall  also  go  to  their  place  in  peace." 

So  Moses  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  his  father-in-law,  and  did 
all  that  he  had  said.  And  Moses  chose  able  men  out  of  all  Israel, 
and  made  them  heads  over  the  people,  rulers  of  thousands,  rulers 
of  hundreds,  rulers  of  fifties,  and  rulers  of  tens.  And  they  judged 
the  people  at  all  seasons:  the  hard  causes  they  brought  unto 
Moses,  but  every  small  matter  they  judged  themselves. 

And  Moses  let  his  father-in-law  depart;  and  he  went  his  way 
into  his  own  land. 

Th-e  Giving  oj  tke  Law 

In  the  third  month,  when  the  children  of  Israel  were  gone 
forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  the  same  day  came  they  into  the 
wilderness  of  Sinai.  For  they  were  departed  from  Rephidim, 
and  were  come  to  the  desert  of  Sinai,  and  had  pitched  in  the 
wilderness;  and  there  Israel  camped  before  the  mount. 

And  Moses  went  up  unto  God,  and  the  Lord  called  unto  him 
out  of  the  mountain,  saying,  "Thus  shalt  thou  say  to  the  house 
of  Jacob,  and  tell  the  children  of  Israel:  '  Ye  have  seen  what  I  did 
unto  the  Egyptians,  and  how  I  bore  you  on  eagles'  wings,  and 
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brought  you  unto  myself.  Now  therefore,  if  ye  will  obey  my 
voice  indeed,  and  keep  my  covenant,  then  ye  shall  be  a  peculiar 
treasure  unto  me  above  all  people:  for  all  the  earth  is  mine/" 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Go  unto  the  people,  and 
sanctify  them  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  let  them  wash  their 
clothes,  and  be  ready  against  the  third  day:  for  the  third  day  the 
Lord  will  come  down  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people  upon  Mount 
Sinai.  And  thou  shalt  set  bounds  unto  the  people  round  about, 
saying,  'Take  heed  to  yourselves,  that  ye  go  not  up  into  the 
mount,  or  touch  the  border  of  it:  whosoever  toucheth  the  mount 
shall  be  surely  put  to  death/  There  shall  not  a  hand  touch  it, 
but  he  shall  surely  be  stoned,  or  shot  through;  whether  it  be 
beast  or  man,  it  shall  not  live:  when  the  trumpet  soundeth  long, 
they  shall  come  up  to  the  mount." 

And  Moses  went  down  from  the  mount  unto  the  people,  and 
sanctified  the  people;  and  they  washed  their  clothes.  And  he  said 
unto  the  people,  "Be  ready  against  the  third  day:  come  not  at 
your  wives." 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  third  day  in  the  morning,  that 
there  were  thunders  and  lightnings,  and  a  thick  cloud  upon  the 
mount,  and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  exceeding  loud;  so  that  all 
the  people  that  was  in  the  camp  trembled.  And  Moses  brought 
forth  the  people  out  of  the  camp  to  meet  with  God;  and  they 
stood  at  the  nether  part  of  the  mount.  And  Mount  Sinai  was  al- 
together on  a  smoke,  because  the  Lord  descended  upon  it  in  fire; 
and  the  smoke  thereof  ascended  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace,  and  the 
whole  mount  quaked  greatly.  And  when  the  voice  of  the  trumpet 
sounded  long,  and  waxed  louder  and  louder,  Moses  spoke,  and 
God  answered  him  by  a  voice.  And  the  Lord  came  down  upon 
Mount  Sinai,  on  the  top  of  the  mount:  and  the  Lord  called  Moses 
up  to  the  top  of  the  mount;  and  Moses  went  up. 

And  God  spoke  all  these  words,  saying,  "I  am  the  Lord  thy 
God,  which  have  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of 
the  house  of  bondage. 

"Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me, 

"Thou  shalt  not  make  unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or  any  like- 
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ness  of  any  thing  that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  the  earth 
beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  water  under  the  earth:  thou  shalt  not 
bow  down  thyself  to  them,  nor  serve  them:  for  I  the  Lord  thy 
God  am  a  jealous  God,  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon 
the  children  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that 
hate  me;  and  showing  mercy  unto  thousands  of  them  that  love 
vme,  and  keep  my*commandments. 

"Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain;  for 
the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain. 

"Remember  the  sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy.  Six  days  shalt 
thou  labour,  and  do  all  thy  work:  but  the  seventh  day  is  the  sab- 
bath of  the  Lord  thy  God:  in  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any  work,  thou, 
nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  manservant,  nor  thy  maid- 
servant, nor  thy  cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gates: 
for  in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all 
that  in  them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh  day:  wherefore  the  Lord 
blessed  the  sabbath  day,  and  hallowed  it. 

"Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother:  that  thy  days  may  be  long 
upon  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee. 

"Thou  shalt  not  kill. 

"Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery. 

"Thou  shalt  not  steal. 

"Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbour. 

"Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  house,  thou  shalt  not 
covet  thy  neighbour's  wife,  nor  his  manservant,  nor  his  maidserv- 
ant, nor  his  ox,  nor  his  ass,  nor  any  thing  that  is  thy  neighbour's. 

"Now  these  are  the  judgments  which  thou  shalt  set  before 
them: 

"If  thou  buy  a  Hebrew  servant,  six  years  he  shall  serve:  and  in 
the  seventh  he  shall  go  out  free  for  nothing.  If  he  came  in  by 
himself,  he  shall  go  out  by  himself:  if  he  were  married,  then  his 
wife  shall  go  out  with  him.  If  his  master  have  given  him  a  wife, 
and  she  have  borne  him  sons  or  daughters;  the  wife  and  her  chil- 
dren shall  be  her  master's,  and  he  shall  go  out  by  himself.  And 
if  the  servant  shall  plainly  say,  1  love  my  master,  my  wife,  and 
my  children;  I  will  not  go  out  free':  then  his  master  shall  bring 
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him  unto  the  judges;  he  shall  also  -bring  him  to  the  door,  or  unto 
the  door  post;  and  his  master  shall  bore  his  ear  through  with  an 
awl;  and  he  shall  serve  him  for  ever, 

"And  if  a  man  sell  his  daughter  to  be  a  maidservant,  she  shall 
not  go  out  as  the  menservants  do.  If  she  please  not  her  master, 
who  hath  betrothed  her  to  himself,  then  shall  he  let  her  be  re- 
deemed: to  sell  her  unto  a  strange  nation  he  shall  have  no  power, 
seeing  he  hath  dealt  deceitfully  with  her.  And  if  he  have  be- 
trothed her  unto  his  son,  he  shall  deal  with  her  after  the  manner 
of  daughters.  If  he  take  him  another  wife;  her  food,  her  raiment, 
and  her  duty  of  marriage,  shall  he  not  diminish.  And  if  he  do  not 
these  three  unto  her,  then  shall  she  go  out  free  without  money. 

"He  that  smiteth  a  man,  so  that  he  die,  shall  be  surely  put  to 
death.  And  if  a  man  lie  not  In  wait,  but  God  deliver  him  into 
his  hand;  then  I  will  appoint  thee  a  place  whither  he  shall  flee. 
But  if  a  man  come  presumptuously  upon  his  neighbour,  to  slay 
him  with  guile;  thou  shalt  take  him  from  mine  altar,  that  he  may 
die.  And  he  that  smiteth  his  father,  or  his  mother,  shall  be  surely 
put  to  death. 

"And  he  that  stealeth  a  man,  and  selleth  him,  or  if  he  be  found 
in  his  hand,  he  shall  surely  be  put  to  death. 

"And  he  that  curseth  his  father,  or  his  mother,  shall  surely  be 
put  to  death. 

"And  if  men  strive  together,  and  one  smite  another  with  a 
stone,  or  with  his  fist,  and  he  die  not,  but  keepeth  his  bed:  if  he 
rise  again,  and  walk  abroad  upon  his  staff,  then  shall  he  that 
smote  him  be  quit:  only  he  shall  pay  for  the  loss  of  his  time,  and 
shall  cause  him  to  be  thoroughly  healed, 

"And  if  a  man  smite  his  servant,  or  his  maid,  with  a  rod,  and 
he  die  under  his  hand;  he  shall  be  surely  punished.  Not  withst and- 
ing,  if  he  continue  a  day  or  two,  he  shall  not  be  punished:  for  he 
is  his  money, 

"If  men  strive,  and  hurt  a  woman  with  child,  so  that  her  fruit 
depart  from  her,  and  yet  no  mischief  follow:  he  shall  be  surely 
punished,  according  as  the  woman's  husband  will  lay  upon  him; 
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and  he  shall  pay  as  the  judges  determine.  And  if  any  mischief 
follow,  then  thou  shalt  give  life  for  life,  eye  for  eye,  tooth  for 
tooth,  hand  for  hand,  foot  for  foot,  burning  for  burning,  wound 
for  wound,  stripe  for  stripe. 

"And  if  a  man  smite  the  eye  of  his  servant,  or  the  eye  of  his 
maid,  that  it  perish;  he  shall  let  him  go  free  for  his  eye's  sake. 
And  if  he  smite  out  his  manservant's  tooth,  or  his  maidservant's 
tooth;  he  shall  let  him  go  free  for  his  tooth's  sake. 

"If  an  ox  gore  a  man  or  a  woman,  that  they  die:  then  the  ox 
shall  be  surely  stoned,  and  his  flesh  shall  not  be  eaten;  but  the 
owner  of  the  ox  shall  be  quit.  But  if  the  ox  were  wont  to  push 
with  his  horn  in  time  past,  and  it  hath  been  testified  to  his  owner, 
and  he  hath  not  kept  him  in,  but  that  he  hath  killed  a  man  or  a 
woman;  the  ox  shall  be  stoned,  and  his  owner  also  shall  be  put 
to  death.  If  there  be  laid  on  him  a  sum  of  money ,  then  he  shall  give 
for  the  ransom  of  his  life  whatsoever  is  laid  upon  him.  Whether 
he  have  gored  a  son,  or  have  gored  a  daughter,  according  to  this 
judgment  shall  it  be  done  unto  him.  If  the  ox  shall  push  a  man- 
servant or  a  maidservant;  he  shall  give  unto  their  master  thirty 
shekels  of  silver,  and  the  ox  shall  be  stoned. 

"And  if  a  man  shall  open  a  pit,  or  if  a  man  shall  dig  a  pit,  and 
not  cover  it,  and  an  ox  or  an  ass  fall  therein;  the  owner  of  the 
pit  shall  make  it  good,  and  give  money  unto  the  owner  of  them; 
and  the  dead  beast  shall  be  his. 

"And  if  one  man's  ox  hurt  another's,  that  he  die;  then  they 
shall  sell  the  live  ox,  and  divide  the  money  of  it;  and  the  dead 
ox  also  they  shall  divide.  Or  if  it  be  known  that  the  ox  hath 
used  to  push  in  time  past,  and  his  owner  hath  not  kept  him  in; 
he  shall  surely  pay  ox  for  ox;  and  the  dead  shall  be  his  own. 

"If  a  man  shall  steal  an  ox,  or  a  sheep,  and  kill  it,  or  sell  it;  he 
shall  restore  five  oxen  for  an  ox,  and  four  sheep  for  a  sheep.  If  a 
thief  be  found  breaking  up,  and  be  smitten  that  he  die,  there 
shall  no  blood  be  shed  for  him,  If  the  sun  be  risen  upon  him, 
there  shall  be  blood  shed  for  him:  for  he  should  make  full  resti- 
tution; if  he  have  nothing,  then  he  shall  be  sold  for  his  theft.  If 
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the  theft  be  certainly  found  in  his  hand  alive,  whether  it  be  ox> 
or  ass,  or  sheep;  he  shall  restore  double.  * 

"If  a  man  deliver  unto  his  neighbour  an  ass,  or  an  ox,  or  a  sheep, 
or  any  beast,  to  keep;  and  it  die,  or  be  hurt,  or  driven  away,  no 
man  seeing  it:  then  shall  an  oath  of  the  Lord  be  between  them 
both,  that  he  hath  not  put  his  hand  unto  his  neighbour's  goods; 
and  the  owner  of  it  shall  accept  thereof,  and  he  shall  not  make 
it  good.  And  if  it  be  stolen  from  him,  he  shall  make  restitution 
unto  the  owner  thereof.  If  it  be  torn  in  pieces,  then  let  him  bring 
it  for  witness,  and  he  shall  not  make  good  that  which  was  torn. 
And  if  a  man  borrow  ought  of  his  neighbour,  and  it  be  hurt,  or 
die,  the  owner  thereof  being  not  with  it,  he  shall  surely  make 
it  good.  But  if  the  owner  thereof  be  with  it,  he  shall  not  make 
it  good:  if  it  be  an  hired  thing,  it  came  for  his  hire. 

"And  if  a  man  entice  a  maid  that  is  not  betrothed,  and  lie  with 
her,  he  shall  surely  endow  her  to  be  his  wife.  If  her  father  utterly 
refuse  to  give  her  unto  him,  he  shall  pay  money  according  to 
the  dowry  of  virgins. 

"Thou  shalt  not  suffer  a  witch  to  live. 

"Whosoever  lieth  with  a  beast  shall  surely  be  put  to  death. 

"He  that  sacrificeth  unto  any  god,  save  unto  the  Lord  only,  he 
shall  be  utterly  destroyed. 

"Thou  shalt  neither  vex  a  stranger,  nor  oppress  him:  for  ye 
were  strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt. 

"Ye  shall  not  afflict  any  widow,  or  fatherless  child.  If  thou 
afflict  them  in  any  wise,  and  they  cry  at  all  unto  me,  I  will  surely 
hear  their  cry;  and  my  wrath  shall  wax  hot,  and  I  will  kill  you 
with  the  sword;  and  your  wives  shall  be  widows,  and  your  chil- 
dren fatherless. 

"If  thou  lend  money  to  any  of  my  people  that  is  poor  by  thee, 
thou  shalt  not  be  to  him  as  a  usurer,  neither  shalt  thou  lay  upon 
him  usury.  If  thou  at  all  take  thy  neighbour's  raiment  to  pledge, 
thou  shalt  deliver  it  unto  him  by  that  the  sun  goeth  down:  for 
that  is  his  covering  only,  it  is  his  raiment  for  his  skin:  wherein 
shall  he  sleep?  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  he  crieth  unto 
me,  that  I  will  hear;  for  I  am  gracious. 
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"Thou  shalt  not  revile  the  gods,  nor  curse  the  ruler  of  thy 
people." 

^'/And  he  gave  unto  Moses,  when  he  had  made  an  end  of  com- 
muning with  him  upon  Mount  Sinai,  two  tables  of  testimony, 
tables  of  stone,  written  with  the  finger  of  God. 

The  Calf 'of  GoU 

And  when  the  people  saw  that  Moses  delayed  to  come  down 
out  of  the  mount,  the  people  gathered  themselves  together  unto 
Aaron,  and  said  unto  him,  "Up,  make  us  gods,  which  shall  go 
before  us;  for  as  for  this  Moses,  the  man  that  brought  us  up  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt,  we  wot  not  what  is  become  of  him." 

And  Aaron  said  unto  them,  "Break  off  the  golden  earrings, 
which  are  in  the  ears  of  your  wives,  of  your  sons,  and  of  your 
daughters,  and  bring  them  unto  me." 

And  all  the  people  broke  off  the  golden  earrings  which  were 
in  their  ears,  and  brought  them  unto  Aaron.  And  he  received 
them  at  their  hand,  and  fashioned  it  with  a  graving  tool,  after 
he  had  made  it  a  molten  calf:  and  they  said,  "These  be  thy  gods, 
O  Israel,  which  brought  theeup  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt/' 

And  when  Aaron  saw  it,  he  built  an  altar  before  it;  and  Aaron 
made  proclamation,  and  said,  "To-morrow  is  a  feast  to  the  Lord." 

And  they  rose  up  early  on  the  morrow,  and  offered  burnt  of- 
ferings, and  brought  peace  offerings;  and  the  people  sat  down 
to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  rose  up  to  play. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Go,  get  thee  down;  for  thy 
people,  which  thou  broughtest  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  have 
corrupted  themselves.  They  have  turned  aside  quickly  out  of  the 
way  which  I  commanded  them:  they  have  made  them  a  molten 
calf,  and  have  worshipped  it,  and  have  sacrificed  thereunto,  and 
said,  These  be  thy  gods,  O  Israel,  which  have  brought  thee  up 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt/" 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "I  have  seen  this  people,  and, 
behold,  it  is  a  stiffnecked  people.  Now  therefore  let  me  alone, 
that  my  wrath  may  wax  hot  against  them,  and  that  I  may  con- 
sume them:  and  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation." 
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And  Moses  besought  the  Lord  his  God,  and  said,  "Lord,  why 
doth  thy  wrath  wax  hot  against  thy  people,  which  thou  hast 
brought  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  with  great  power,  and 
with  a  mighty  hand?  Wherefore  should  the  Egyptians  speak,  and 
say,  Tor  mischief  did  he  bring  them  out,  to  slay  them  in  the 
mountains,  and  to  consume  thorn  from  the  face  of  the  earth'?  Turn 
from  thy  fierce  wrath,  and  repent  of  this  evil  against  thy  people. 
Remember  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Israel,  thy  servants,  to  whom 
thou  sworest  by  thine  own  self,  and  saidst  unto  them,  1  will 
multiply  your  seed  as  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  all  this  land  that 
I  have  spoken  of  will  I  give  unto  your  seed,  and  they  shall  in- 
herit it  for  ever/" 

And  the  Lord  repented  of  the  evil  which  he  thought  to  do 
unto  his  people.  And  Moses  turned,  and  went  down  from  the 
mount,  and  the  two  tables  of  the  testimony  were  in  his  hand: 
the  tables  were  written  on  both  their  sides;  on  the  one  side  and 
on  the  other  were  they  written.  And  the  tables  were  the  work 
of  God,  and  the  writing  was  the  writing  of  God,  graven  upon 
the  tables.  And  when  Joshua  heard  the  noise  of  the  people  as 
they  shouted,  he  said  unto  Moses,  "There  is  a  noise  of  war  in 
the  camp." 

And  he  said,  "It  is  not  the  voice  of  them  that  shout  for  mas- 
tery,  neither  is  it  the  voice  of  them  that  cry  for  being  overcome: 
but  the  noise  of  them  that  sing  do  I  hear." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  he  came  nigh  unto  the  camp, 
that  he  saw  the  calf,  and  the  dancing:  and  Moses'  anger  waxed 
hot,  and  he  cast  the  tables  out  of  his  hands,  and  broke  them  be- 
neath the  mount.  And  he  took  the  calf  which  they  ha'd  made, 
and  burnt  it  in  the  fire,  and  ground  it  to  powder,  and  strewed 
it  upon  the  water,  and  made  the  childrenpf  Israel  drink  of  it. 

And  Moses  said  unto  Aaron,  "What  did  this  people  unto  thee, 
that  thou  hast  brought  so  great  a  sin  upon  them?" 

And  Aaron  said,  "Let  not  the  anger  of  my  lord  wax  hot:  thou 
knowest  the  people,  that  they  are  set  on  mischief.  For  they  said 
unto  me,  'Make  us  gods,  which  shall  go  before  us:  for  as  for  this 
Moses,  the  man  that  brought  us  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  we 
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wot  not  what  is  become  of  him/  And  I  said  unto  them,  'Who- 
soever hath  any  gold,  let  them  break  it  off/  So  they  gave  it  me: 
then  I  cast  it  into  the  fire,  and  there  came  out  this  calf/' 

And  when  Moses  saw  that  the  people  were  naked  (for  Aaron 
had  made  them  naked  unto  their  shame  among  their  enemies), 
then  Moses  stood  in  the  gate  of  the  camp,  and  said,  "Who  is  on 
the  Lord's  side?  let  him  come  unto  me."  And  all  the  sons  of  Levi 
gathered  themselves  together  unto  him. 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
Tut  every  man  his  sword  by  his  side,  and  go  in  and  out  from 
gate  to  gate  throughout  the  camp,  and  slay  every  man  his  brother, 
and  every  man  his  companion,  and  every  man  his  neighbour/" 
And  the  children  of  Levi  did  according  to  the  word  of  Moses: 
and  there  fell  of  the  people  that  day  about  three  thousand  men. 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow  that  Moses  said  unto  the 
people,  "Ye  have  sinned  a  great  sin:  and  now  I  will  go  up  unto 
the  Lord;  per  adventure  I  shall  make  an  atonement  for  your  sin." 

And  Moses  returned  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  "Oh,  this  peo- 
pie  have  sinned  a  great  sin,  and  have  made  them  gods  of  gold. 
Yet  now,  if  thou  wilt  forgive  their  sin — ;  and  if  not,  blot  me,  I 
pray  thee,  out  of  thy  book  which  thou  hast  written." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Whosoever  hath  sinned 
against  me,  him  will  I  blot  out  of  my  book.  Therefore  now  go, 
lead  the  people  unto  the  place  of  which  I  have  spoken  unto  thee: 
behold,  mine  Angel  shall  go  before  thee:  nevertheless  in  the  day 
when  I  visit  I  will  visit  their  sin  upon  them." 

And  the  Lord  plagued  the  people,  because  they  made  the 
calf,  which  Aaron  made. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Depart,  and  go  up  hence,  thou 
and  the  people  which  thou  hast  brought  up  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  unto  the  land  which  I  swore  unto  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  and 
to  Jacob,  saying,  'Unto  thy  seed  will  I  give  it':  unto  a  land  flow- 
ing with  milk  and  honey:  for  I  will  not  go  up  in  the  midst  of 
thee;  for  thou  art  a  stiffnecked  people:  lest  I  consume  thee  in 
the  way." 

And  when  the  people  heard  these  evil  tidings,  they  mourned: 
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and  no  man  did  put  on  kirn  his  ornaments.  And  the  children 
of  Israel  stripped  themselves  of  their  ornaments  by  the  mount 
Horeb.  And  Moses  took  the  tabernacle,  and  pitched  it  without 
the  camp,  afar  off  from  the  camp,  and  called  it  the  tabernacle 
of  the  congregation.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  every  one  which 
sought  the  Lord  went  out  unto  the  tabernacle  of  the  congrega- 
tion, which  was  without  the  camp.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Moses  went  out  unto  the  tabernacle,  that  all  the  people  rose  up, 
and  stood  every  man  at  his  tent  door,  and  looked  after  Moses, 
until  he  was  gone  into  the  tabernacle.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as 
Moses  entered  into  the  tabernacle,  the  cloudy  pillar  descended, 
and  stood  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  and  the  Lord  talked 
with  Moses.  And  all  the  people  saw  the  cloudy  pillar  stand  at 
the  tabernacle  door:  and  all  the  people  rose  up  and  worshipped, 
every  man  in  his  tent  door.  And  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses  face 
to  face,  as  a  man  speaketh  unto  his  friend. 

And  Moses  said  unto  the  Lord,  "See,  thou  sayest  unto  me, 
'Bring  up  this  people':  and  thou  hast  not  let  me  know  whom 
thou  wilt  send  with  me.  Yet  thou  hast  said,  1  know  thee  by 
name,  and  thou  hast  also  found  grace  in  my  sight/  Now  there- 
fore, I  pray  thee,  if  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  show  me  now 
thy  way,  that  I  may  know  thee,  that  I  may  find  grace  in  thy  sight: 
and  consider  that  this  nation  is  thy  people." 

And  he  said,  "My  presence  shall  go  with  thee,  and  I  will  give 
thee  rest." 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "If  thy  presence  go  not  with  me,  carry 
us  not  up  hence.  For  wherein  shall  it  be  known  here  that  I  and 
thy  people  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight?  is  it  not  in  that  thou 
goest  with  us?  so  shall  we  be  separated,  I  and  thy  people,  from 
all  the  people  that  are  upon  the  face  of  the  earth." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "I  will  do  this  thing  also  that 
thou  hast  spoken:  for  thou  hast  found  grace  in  my  sight,  and  I 
know  thee  by  name." 

And  he  said,  "I  beseech  thee,  show  me  thy  glory/' 

And  he  said,  "I  will  make  all  my  goodness  pass  before  thee, 
and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  the  Lord  before  thee;  and  will 
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be  gracious  to  whom  I  will  be  gracious,  and  will  show  mercy 
on  whom  I  will  show  mercy."  And  he  said,  "Thou  canst  not  see 
my  face:  for  there  shall  no  man  see  me,  and  live/*  And  the  Lord 
said,  "Behold,  there  is  a  place  by  me,  and  thou  shalt  stand  upon 
a  rock:  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  while  my  glory  passeth  by, 
that  I  will  put  thee  in  a  cleft  of  the  rock,  and  will  cover  thee 
with  my  hand  while  I  pass  by:  and  I  will  take  away  mine  hand, 
and  thou  shalt  see  my  back  parts:  but  my  face  shall  not  be  seen." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Hew  thee  two  tables  of  stone 
like  unto  the  first:  and  I  will  write  upon  these  tables  the  words 
that  were  in  the  first  tables,  which  thou  brokest.  And  be  ready 
in  the  morning,  and  come  up  in  the  morning  unto  Mount  Sinai, 
and  present  thyself  there  to  me  in  the  top  of  the  mount.  And  no 
man  shall  come  up  with  thee,  neither  let  any  man  be  seen  through- 
out all  the  mount;  neither  let  the  flocks  nor  herds  feed  before 
that  mount." 

And  he  hewed  two  tables  of  stone  like  unto  the  first;  and  Mo- 
ses rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  went  up  unto  Mount  Sinai, 
as  the  Lord  had  commanded  him,  and  took  in  his  hand  the  two 
tables  of  stone. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Moses  came  down  from  Mount 
Sinai  with  the  two  tables  of  testimony  in  Moses'  hand,  when 
he  came  down  from  the  mount,  that  Moses  wist  not  that  the  skin 
of  his  face  shone  while  he  talked  with  him.  And  when  Aaron 
and  all  the  children  of  Israel  saw  Moses,  behold,  the  skin  of  his 
face  shone;  and  they  were  afraid  to  come  nigh  him.  And  Moses 
called  unto  them;  and  Aaron  and  all  the  rulers  of  the  congrega- 
gation  returned  unto  him:  and  Moses  talked  with  them.  And 
afterward  all  the  children  of  Israel  came  nigh:  and  he  gave  them 
in  commandment  all  that  the  Lord  had  spoken  with  him  in 
Mount  Sinai. 
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THE  BOOK  OF  LEVITICUS,  with,  the  exception  of  the  Holiness  Code, 
and  minor  -passages,  embodies  a  legal  system  not  only  half  a  millennium 
later  tlian  parts  of  that  in  Exodus  but  also  two  centuries  later  than  the 
one  that  follows  it  in  Deuteronomy.  The  Deuteronomic  legislation  had 
been  a  product  of  the  great  prophetic  revival  of  the  seventh  century  with 
its  mighty  endeavor  to  moralize  and  spiritualize  the  entire  life  of  the 
people.  The  Holiness  Code  in  Leviticus  Belongs  rather  with  Deuteron- 
omy  than  where  it  is  found.  It  was  a  last  expiring  effort,  composed  un- 
der the  influence  of  E#ekiel  during  the  Exile,  to  retain  the  prophetic 
spirit  that  emphasized  inner  righteousness  of  motive  behind  observance  of 
the  outward  law.  Its  forecast  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus  in  the  admonition, 
"Thou  shall  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  expresses  the  guiding  prin- 
ciple of  the  noblest  phase  of  Jewish  legislation.  But  as  this  appears  in 
Leviticus  it  is  enmeshed  in  such  trivialities  as  the  injunctions  regarding 
the  proper  cut  of  hair  and  beard.  'And  the  bulk  of  the  book  is  of  the 
latter  character,  made  up  of  the  minute  regulations  concerning  matters 
of  ritual  which  constituted  the  code  promulgated  by  the  priest  Ezra  in 
397  B.C.  None  the  less,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  we  owe  to  writers 
of  this  priestly  school  the  compilation  of  the  He^ateuch  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  greater  men  who  had  preceded  them.  In  formaliz- 
ing Judaism,  the  priests  stabilised  it  and  made  it  able  to  endure  through 
centuries  to  come. 
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AND  THE  LORD  SPOKE  unto  Moses,  saying,  "Speak  unto  all  the 
xjL.  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  say  unto  them, 
'Ye  shall  be  holy:  for  I  the  Lord  your  God  am  holy. 

"'Ye  shall  fear  every  man  his  mother,  and  his  father,  and  keep 
my  sabbaths:  I  am  the  Lord  your  God. 

"Turn  ye  not  unto  idols,  nor  make  to  yourselves  molten  gods: 
I  am  the  Lord  your  God.  . 

'"And  if  ye  offer  a  sacrifice  of  peace  offerings  unto  the  Lord, 
ye  shall  offer  it  at  your  own  will.  It  shall  be  eaten  the  same  day 
ye  offer  it,  and  on  the  morrow:  and  if  ought  remain  until  the 
third  day,  it  shall  be  burnt  in  the  fire.  And  if  it  be  eaten  at  all 
on  the  third  day,  it  is  abominable;  it  shall  not  be  accepted. 
Therefore  every  one  that  eateth  it  shall  bear  his  iniquity,  be- 
cause he  hath  profaned  the  hallowbd  thing  of  the  Lord:  and  that 
soul  shall  be  cut  off  from  among  his  people. 

"'And  when  ye  reap  the  harvest  of  your  land,  thou  shalt  not 
wholly  reap  the  corners  of  thy  field,  neither  shalt  thou  gather 
the  gleanings  of  thy  harvest.  And  thou  shalt  not  glean  thy  vine- 
yard, neither  shalt  thou  gather  every  grape  of  thy  vineyard;  thou 
shalt  leave  them  for  the  poor  and  stranger:  I  am  the  Lord  your 
God. 

<(t  Ye  shall  not  steal,  neither  deal  falsely,  neither  lie  one  to  an- 
other. 

"'And  ye  shall  not  swear  by  my  name  falsely,  neither  shalt 
thou  profane  the  name  of  thy  God:  I  am  the  Lord. 

"Thou  shalt  not  defraud  thy  neighbour,  neither  rob  him:  the 
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wages  of  Kim  that  is  hired  shall  not  abide  with  thee  all  night 
until  the  morning. 

"Thou  shalt  not  curse  the  deaf,  nor  put  a  stumblingblock  be- 
fore the  blind,  but  shalt  fear  thy  God:  I  am  the  Lord. 

'"Ye  shall  do  no  unrighteousness  in  judgment:  thou  shalt  not 
respect  the  person  of  the  poor,  nor  honour  the  person  of  the 
mighty:  but  in  righteousness  shalt  thou  judge  thy  neighbour. 

"Thou  shalt  not  go  up  and  down  as  a  talebearer  among  thy 
people:  neither  shalt  thou  stand  against  the  blood  of  thy  neigh- 
bour: I  am  the  Lord. 

"Thou  shalt  not  hate  thy  brother  in  thine  heart:  thou  shalt  in 
any  wise  rebuke  thy  neighbour,  and  not  suffer  sin  upon  him. 
Thou  shalt  not  avenge,  nor  bear  any  grudge  against  the  children 
of  thy  people,  but  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself:  I 
am  the  Lord. 

"*Ye  shall  keep  my  statutes.  Thou  shalt  not  let  thy  cattle 
gender  with  a  diverse  kind:  thou  shalt  not  sow  thy  field  with 
mingled  seed:  neither  shall  a  garment  mingled  of  linen  and 
woollen  come  upon  thee. 

u<  And  whosoever  lieth  carnally  with  a  woman,  that  is  a  bond- 
maid, betrothed  to  a  husband,  and  not  at  all  redeemed,  nor 
freedom  given  her;  she  shall  be  scourged;  they  shall  not  be  put 
to  death,  because  she  was  not  free.  And  he  shall  bring  his  tres- 
pass offering  unto  the  Lord,  unto  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of 
the  congregation,  even  a  ram  for  a  trespass  offering.  And  the 
priest  shall  make  an  atonement  for  him  with  the  ram  of  the  tres- 
pass offering  before  the  Lord  for  his  sin  which  he  hath  done: 
and  the  sin  which  he  hath  done  shall  be  forgiven  him. 

"  'And  when  ye  shall  come  into  the  land,  and  shall  have  planted 
all  manner  of  trees  for  food,  then  ye  shall  count  the  fruit  thereof 
as  uncircumcised:  three  years  shall  it  be  as  uncircumcised  unto 
you:  it  shall  not  be  eaten  of.  But  in  the  fourth  year  all  the  fruit 
thereof  shall  be  holy  to  praise  the  Lord  withal  And  in  the  fifth 
year  shall  ye  eat  of  the  fruit  thereof,  that  it  may  yield  unto  you 
the  increase  thereof;  I  am  the  Lord  your  God. 
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"'Ye  shall  not  eat  any  thing  with  the  blood:  neither  shall  ye 
use  enchantment,  nor  observe  times. 

"'Ye  shall  not  round  the  corners  of  your  heads,  neither  shalt 
thou  mar  the  corners  of  thy  beard. 

"'  Ye  shall  not  make  any  cuttings  in  your  flesh  for  the  dead,  nor 
print  any  marks  upon  you:  I  am  the  Lord. 

"'Do  not  prostitute  thy  daughter,  to  cause  her  to  be  a  whore; 
lest  the  land  fall  to  whoredom,  and  the  land  become  full  of 
wickedness. 

"'Ye  shall  keep  my  sabbaths,  and  reverence  my  sanctuary:  I 
am  the  Lord. 

"'Regard  not  them  that  have  familiar  spirits,  neither  seek 
after  wizards,  to  be  defiled  by  them:  I  am  the  Lord  your  God. 

"'Thou  shalt  rise  up  before  the  hoary  head,  and  honour  the 
face  of  the  old  man,  and  fear  thy  God:  I  am  the  Lord. 

"'And  if  a  stranger  sojourn  "with  thee  in  your  land,  ye  shall  not 
vex  him.  But  the  stranger  that  dwelleth  with  you  shall  be  unto 
you  as  one  born  among  you,  and  thou  shalt  love  him  as  thyself; 
for  ye  were  strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt:  I  am  the  Lord  your 
God. 

"'  Ye  shall  do  no  unrighteousness  in  judgment,  in  meteyard,  in 
weight,  or  in  measure.  Just  balances,  just  weights,  a  just  ephah, 
and  a  just  hin,  shall  ye  have:  I  am  the  Lord  your  God,  which 
brought  you  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

"'Sanctify  yourselves  therefore,  and  be  ye  holy:  for  I  am  the 
Lord  your  God/" 
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THE  HIGHLY  APOCRYPHAL  CENSUS  attributed  to  Moses  with  which 
the  Book  of  Numbers  opens  and  from  which  it  derives  its  name  is  of  little 
importance  to  anyone  to-day.  On  the  other  hand,  the  narrative  portions 
of  the  book  possess  the  same  drive  and  swift  dramatic  appeal  that  are 
found  elsewhere  throughout  the  historical  sedions  of  the  Old  Testament. 

Of  special  interest  is  the  story  of  Balaam  in  whom  we  meet  a  transi- 
tional figure  between  the  primitive  soothsayer  and  the  type  of  moral 
prophet,  unique  among  the  Hebrews,  into  whom  the  soothsayer  devel" 
oped,  loth  supposed  to  possess  special  knowledge  of  the  will  of  God,  the 
soothsayer  crudely  through  a  reading  of  outward  omens,  the  prophet 
sultly  through  consulting  his  inner  intuitions.  To  judge  from  the  figure 
of  Calchas  in  the  Iliad,  the  possibilities  of  a  similar  development  existed 
among  the  Greeks,  hut  with  them  the  prophetic  spirit  was  early  canalized 
into  the  oracles  or  formalized  in  the  Mysteries. 
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AND  ON  THE  DAY  that  the  tabernacle  was  reared  up  the  cloud 
JLJL  covered  the  tabernacle,  namely,  the  tent  of  the  testimony: 
and  at  even  there  was  upon  the  tabernacle  as  it  were  the  appear- 
ance of  fire,  until  the  morning.  So  it  was  always:  the  cloud  cov- 
ered it  by  day,  and  the  appearance  of  fire  by  night.  And  when 
the  cloud  was  taken  up  from  the  tabernacle,  then  after  that  the 
children'  of  Israel  journeyed:  and  in  the  place  where  the  cloud 
abode,  there  the  children  of  Israel  pitched  their  tents.  At  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord  the  children  of  Israel  journeyed,  and 
at  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  they  pitched:  as  long  as  the 
cloud  abode  upon  the  tabernacle  they  rested  in  their  tents.  And 
when  the  cloud  tarried  long  upon  the  tabernacle  many  days, 
then  the  children  of  Israel  kept  the  charge  of  the  Lord,  and  jour- 
neyed not.  And  so  it  was,  when  the  cloud  was  a  few  days  upon 
the  tabernacle;  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  they 
abode  in  their  tents,  and  according  to  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord  they  journeyed.  And  so  it  was,  when  the  cloud  abode  from 
even  unto  the  morning,  and  that  the  cloud  was  taken  up  in  the 
morning,  then  they  journeyed:  whether  it  was  by  day  or  by 
night  that  the  cloud  was  taken  up,  they  journeyed.  Or  whether 
it  were  two  days,  or  a  month,  or  a  year,  that  the  cloud  tarried 
upon  the  tabernacle,  remaining  thereon,  the  children  of  Israel 
abode  in  their  tents,  and  journeyed  not:  but  when  it  was  taken 
up,  they  j  ourneyed.  At  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  they  rested 
in  the  tents,  and  at  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  they  jour- 
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neyed:  they  kept  the  charge  of  the  Lord,  at  the  commandment 
of  the  Lord  by  the  hand  of  Moses. 

And  they  departed  from  the  mount  of  the  Lord  three  days' 
journey:  and  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  went  before 
them  in  the  three  days'  journey,  to  search  out  a  resting  place 
for  them.  And  the  cloud  of  the  Lord  was  upon  them  by  day, 
when  they  went  out  of  the  camp.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the 
ark  set  forward,  that  Moses  said, 

"Rise  Tip,  Lord, 

And  let  thine  enemies  le  scattered; 
And  let  them  that  hate  thee  flee  before  thee." 

And  when  it  rested,  he  said, 

"Return,  0  Lord, 
Unto  the  many  thousands  of  Israel" 

And  the  mixt  multitude  that  was  among  them  fell  a-lusting: 
and  the  children  of  Israel  also  wept  again,  and  said,  "Who  shall 
give  us  flesh  to  eat?  We  remember  the  fish,  which  we  did  eat  in 
Egypt  freely;  the  cucumbers,  and  the  melons,  and  the  leeks,  and 
the  onions,  and  the  garlic.  But  now  our  soul  is  dried  away: 
there  is  nothing  at  all,  beside  this  manna,  before  our  eyes." 

And  the  manna  was  as  coriander  seed,  and  the  colour  thereof 
as  the  colour  of  bdellium..  And  the  people  went  about,  and  gath- 
ered it,  and  ground  it  in  mills,  or  beat  it  in  a  mortar,  and  baked 
it  in  pans,  and  made  cakes  of  it:  and  the  taste  of  it  was  as  the 
taste  of  fresh  oil.  And  when  the  dew  fell  upon  the  camp  in  the 
night,  the  manna  fell  upon  it. 

Then  Moses  heard  the  people  weep  throughout  their  families, 
every  man  in  the  door  of  his  tent:  and  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was 
kindled  greatly;  Moses  also  was  displeased.  And  Moses  said  unto 
the  Lord,  "Wherefore  hast  thou  afflicted  thy  servant?  and  where" 
fore  have  I  not  found  favour  in  thy  sight,  that  thou  layest  the 
burden  of  all  this  people  upon  me?  Have  I  conceived  all  this  peo- 
ple?have  I  begotten  them,  that  thou  shouldest  say  untome,  'Carry 
them  in  thy  bosom,  as  a  nursing  father  beareth  the  sucking  child, 
unto  the  land  which  thou  sworest  unto  their  fathers"?  Whence 
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should  I  Lave  flesk  to  give  unto  all  this  people?  for  they  weep 
unto  me,  saying,  'Give  us  flesh,  that  we  may  eat. '  I  am  not  able  to 
bear  all  this  people  alone,  because  it  is  too  heavy  for  me.  And  if 
thou  deal  thus  with  me,  kill  me,  I  pray  thee,  out  of  hand,  if  I  have 
found  favour  in  thy  sight;  and  let  me  not  see  my  wretchedness/' 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Gather  unto  me  seventy  men 
of  the  elders  of  Israel,  whom  thou  knowest  to  be  the  elders  of 
the  people,  and  officers  over  them;  and  bring  them  unto  the  tab- 
ernacle of  the  congregation,  that  they  may  stand  there  with  thee. 
And  I  will  come  down  and  talk  with  thee  there:  and  I  will  take 
of  the  spirit  which  is  upon  thee,  and  will  put  it  upon  them;  and 
they  shall  bear  the  burden  of  the  people  with  thee,  that  thou 
bear  it  not  thyself  alone.  And  say  thou  unto  the  people,  'Sanc- 
tify yourselves  against  to-morrow,  and  ye  shall  eat  flesh:  for  ye 
have  wept  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord,  saying,  "Who  shall  give  us 
flesh  to  eat?  for  it  was  well  with  us  in  Egypt":  therefore  the 
Lord  will  give  you  flesh,  and  ye  shall  eat.  Ye  shall  not  eat  one 
day,  nor  two  days,  nor  five  days,  neither  ten  days,  nor  twenty 
days;  but  even  a  whole  month,  until  it  come  out  at  your  nostrils, 
and  it  be  loathsome  unto  you:  because  that  ye  have  despised  the 
Lord  which  is  among  you,  and  have  wept  before  him,  saying, 
"Why  came  we  forth  out  of  Egypt?'"" 

And  Moses  said,  "The  people,  among  whom  I  am,  are  six  hun- 
dred thousand  footmen;  and  thou  hast  said,  1  will  give  them  flesh, 
that  they  may  eat  a  whole  month. '  Shall  the  flocks  and  the  herds 
be  slain  for  them,  to  suffice  them?  or  shall  all  the  fish  of  the  sea 
be  gathered  together  for  them,  to  suffice  them?" 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Is  the  Lord's  hand  waxed 
short?  thou  shalt  see  now  whether  my  word  shall  come  to  pass 
unto  thee  or  not." 

And  Moses  went  out,  and  told  the  people  the  words  of  the 
Lord,  and  gathered  the  seventy  men  of  the  elders  of  the  people, 
and  set  them  round  about  the  tabernacle.  And  the  Lord  came 
down  in  a  cloud,  and  spoke  unto  him,  and  took  of  the  spirit  that 
was  upon  him,  and  gave  it  unto  the  seventy  elders:  and  it  came 
to  pass  that,  when  the  spirit  rested  upon  them,  they  prophesied, 
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and  did  not  cease.  But  there  remained  two  of  the  men  in  the 
camp,  the  name  of  the  one  was  Eldad,  and  the  name  of  the  other 
Medad:  and  the  spirit  rested  upon  them;  and  they  were  of  them 
that  were  written,  but  went  not  out  unto  the  tabernacle:  and 
they  prophesied  in  the  camp.  And  there  ran  a  young  man,  and 
told  Moses,  and  said, 

"Eldad  and  Medad  do  prophesy  in  the  camp." 

And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  the  servant  of  Moses,  one  of  his 
young  men,  answered  and  said,  "My  lord  Moses,  forbid  them ! " 

And  Moses  said  unto  him,  "Enviest  thou  for  my  sake?  would 
God  that  all  the  Lord's  people  were  prophets,  and  that  the 
Lord  would  put  his  spirit  upon  them ! " 

And  Moses  got  him  into  the  camp,  he  and  the  elders  of  Israel. 
And  there  went  forth  a  wind  from  the  Lord,  and  brought  quails 
from  the  sea,  and  let  them  fall  by  the  camp,  as  it  were  a  day's 
journey  on  this  side,  and  as  it  were  a  day's  journey  on  the  other 
side,  round  about  the  camp,  and  as  it  were  two  cubits  high  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  And  the  people  stood  up  all  that  day,  and 
all  that  night,  and  all  the  next  day,  and  they  gathered  the  quails: 
he  that  gathered  least  gathered  ten  homers:  and  they  spread 
them  all  abroad  for  themselves  round  about  the  camp.  And  while 
the  flesh  was  yet  between  their  teeth,  ere  it  was  chewed,  the 
wrath  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  the  people,  and  the  Lord 
smote  the  people  with  a  very  great  plague.  And  he  called  the 
name  of  that  place  Kibrottrhattaavah:  because  there  they  bur" 
ied  the  people  that  lusted.  And  the  people  journeyed  from 
Kibrodrhattaavah  unto  Hazeroth;  and  abode  at  Hazeroth, 

And  Miriam  and  Aaron  spoke  against  Moses  because  of  the 
Ethiopian  woman  whom  he  had  married  (for  he  had  married 
an  Ethiopian  woman).  And  they  said,  "Hath  the  Lord  indeed 
spoken  only  by  Moses?  hath  he  not  spoken  also  by  us?" 

And  the  Lord  heard  it.  (Now  the  man  Moses  was  very  meek, 
above  all  the  men  which  were  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.)  And 
the  Lord  spoke  suddenly  unto  Moses,  and  unto  Aaron,  and  unto 
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Miriam,  "Come  out  ye  three  unto  the  tabernacle  of  the  congre- 
gation/' 

And  they  three  came  out.  And  the  Lord  came  down  in  the 
pillar  of  the  cloud,  and  stood  in  the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  and 
called  Aaron  and  Miriam:  and  they  both  came  forth.  And  he 
said,  "Hear  now  my  words:  if  there  be  a  prophet  among  you,  I 
the  Lord  will  make  myself  known  unto  him  in  a  vision,  and  will 
speak  unto  him  in  a  dream.  My  servant  Moses  is  not  so,  who  is 
faithful  in  all  mine  house.  With  him  will  I  speak  mouth  to 
mouth,  even  apparently,  and  not  in  dark  speeches;  and  the  simil- 
itude of  the  Lord  shall  he  behold:  wherefore  then  were  ye  not 
afraid  to  speak  against  my  servant  Moses?" 

And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  them;  and  he 
departed.  And  the  cloud  departed  from  off  the  tabernacle;  and, 
behold,  Miriam  became  leprous,  white  as  snow:  and  Aaron  looked 
upon  Miriam,  and,  behold,  she  was  leprous.  And  Aaron  said 
unto  Moses, 

"Alas,  my  lord,  I  beseech  thee,  lay  not  the  sin  upon  us,  where- 
in we  have  done  foolishly,  and  wherein  we  have  sinned.  Let  her 
not  be  as  one  dead,  of  whom  the  flesh  is  half  consumed  when 
he  cometh  out  of  his  mother's  womb." 

And  Moses  cried  unto  the  Lord,  saying,  "Heal  her  now,  O 
God,  I  beseech  thee." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "If  her  father  had  but  spit  in 
her  face,  should  she  not  be  ashamed  seven  days?  let  her  be  shut 
out  from  the  camp  seven  dkys,  and  after  that  let  her  be  received 
in  again."  And  Miriam  was  shut  out  from  the  camp  seven  days: 
and  the  people  journeyed  not  till  Miriam  was  brought  in  again. 
And  afterward  the  people  removed  from  Hazeroth,  and  pitched 
in  the  wilderness  of  Paran. 

And  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses,  saying,  "Send  thou  men, 
that  they  may  search  the  land  of  Canaan,  which  I  give  unto  the 
children  of  Israel:  of  every  tribe  of  their  fathers  shall  ye  send  a 
man,  every  one  a  ruler  among  them." 
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And  Moses  by  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  sent  them  from 
the  wilderness  of  Par  an:  all  those  men  were  heads  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel.  And  Moses  sent  them  to  spy  out  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, and  said  unto  them, 

"Get  you  up  this  way  southward,  and  go  out  into  the  moun- 
tain: and  see  the  land,  what  it  is;  and  the  people  that  dwelleth 
therein,  whether  they  be  strong  or  weak,  few  or  many;  and  what 
the  land  is  that  they  dwell  in,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad;  and 
what  cities  they  be  that  they  dwell  in,  whether  in  tents,  or  in 
strong  holds;  and  what  the  land  is,  whether  it  be  fat  or  lean, 
whether  there  be  wood  therein,  or  not.  And  be  ye  of  good  cour-* 
age,  and  bring  of  the  fruit  of  the  land." 

Now  the  time  was  the  time  of  the  firstripe  grapes.  So  they 
went  up,  and  searched  the  land  from  the  wilderness  of  Zin  unto 
Rehob,  as  men  come  to  Hamath.  And  they  ascended  by  the  south, 
and  came  unto  Hebron;  where  Ahiman,  Sheshai,  and  Talmai,  the 
children  of  Anak,  were.  (Now  Hebron  was  built  seven  years 
before  Zoan  in  Egypt.)  And  they  came  unto  the  brook  of  Esfcr 
col,  and  cut  down  from  thence  a  branch  with  one  cluster  of  grapes, 
and  they  bore  it  between  two  upon  a  staff;  and  they  brought  of 
the  pomegranates,  and  of  the  figs.  The  place  was  called  the  brook 
Eshcol,  because  of  the  cluster  of  grapes  which  the  children  of 
Israel  cut  down  from  thence.  And  they  returned  from  searching 
of  the  land  after  forty  days. 

And  they  went  and  came  to  Moses,  and  to  Aaron,  and  to  all 
the  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel,  unto  the  wilderness 
of  Paran,  to  Kadesh;  and  brought  back  word  unto  them,  and 
unto  all  the  congregation,  and  showed  them  the  fruit  of  the  land. 
And  they  told  him,  and  said,  "We  came  unto  the  land  whither 
thou  sentest  us,  and  surely  it  floweth  with  milk  and  honey;  and 
this  is  the  fruit  of  it.  Nevertheless  the  people  be  strong  that 
dwell  in  the  land,  and  the  cities  are  walled,  and  very  great:  and 
moreover  we  saw  the  children  of  Anak  there.  The  Amalekites 
dwell  in  the  land  of  the  south:  and  the  Hittites,  and  the  Jebusites, 
and  the  Amorites,  dwell  in  the  mountains:  and  the  Canaanites 
dwell  by  the  sea,  and  by  the  coast  of  Jordan/ 
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And  Caleb  stilled  the  people  before  Moses,  and  said,  "Let 
us  go  up  at  once,  and  possess  it;  for  we  are  well  able  to  over- 
come it." 

But  the  men  that  went  up  with  him  said,  "We  be  not  able  to 
go  up  against  the  people;  for  they  are  stronger  than  we." 

And  they  brought  up  an  evil  report  of  the  land  which  they  had 
searched  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  saying,  "The  land,  through 
which  we  have  gone  to  search  it,  is  a  land  that  eateth  up  the 
inhabitants  thereof;  and  all  the  people  that  we  saw  in  it  are  men 
of  a  great  stature.  And  there  we  saw  the  giants,  the  sons  of  Anak, 
which  come  of  the  giants:  and  we  were  in  our  own  sight  as  grass- 
hoppers, and  so  we  were  in  their  sight." 

And  all  the  congregation  lifted  up  their  voice,  and  cried; 
and  the  people  wept  that  night.  And  all  the  children  of  Israel 
murmured  against  Moses  and  against  Aaron:  and  the  whole  con- 
gregation said  unto  them,  "Would  God  that  we  had  died  in  the 
land  of  Egypt !  or  would  God  we  had  died  in  this  wilderness ! 
And  wherefore  hath  the  Lord  brought  us  unto  this  land,  to  fall 
by  the  sword,  that  our  wives  and  our  children  should  be  a  prey? 
were  it  not  better  for  us  to  return  into  Egypt?" 

And  they  said  one  to  another,  "Let  us  make  a  captain,  and  let 
us  return  into  Egypt." 

Then  Moses  and  Aaron  fell  on  their  faces  before  all  the  as- 
sembly of  the  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel.  And  Joshua 
the  son  of  Nun,  and  Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh,  which  were  of 
them  that  searched  the  land,  rent  their  clothes:  and  they  spoke 
unto  all  the  company  of  the  children  of  Israel,  saying,  "The  land, 
which  we  passed  through  to  search  it,  is  an  exceeding  good 
land.  If  the  Lord  delight  in  us,  then  he  will  bring  us  into  this 
land,  and  give  it  us;  a  land  which  floweth  with  milk  and  honey. 
Only  rebel  not  ye  against  the  Lord,  neither  fear  ye  the  people 
of  the  land;  for  they  are  bread  for  us:  their  defence  is  departed 
from  them,  and  the  Lord  is  with  us:  fear  them  not/1 

But  all  the  congregation  bade  stone  them  with  stones.  And 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  appeared  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  congre- 
gation before  all  the  children  of  Israel. 
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And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "How  long  will  this  people 
provoke  me?  and  how  long  will  it  be  ere  they  believe  me,  for 
all  the  signs  which  I  have  showed  among  them?  I  will  smite  them 
with  the  pestilence,  and  disinherit  them,  and  will  make  of  thee 
a  greater  nation  and  mightier  than  they." 

And  Moses  said  unto  the  Lord,  "Then  the  Egyptians  shall 
hear  it  (for  thou  broughtest  up  this  people  in  thy  might  from 
among  them) ;  and  they  will  tell  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
land:  for  they  have  heard  that  thou  Lord  art  among  this  people, 
that  thou  Lord  art  seen  face  to  face,  and  that  thy  cloud  standeth 
over  them,  and  that  thou  goest  before  them,  by  day  time  in  a 
pillar  of  a  cloud,  and  in  a  pillar  of  £re  by  night.  Now  if  thou 
shalt  kill  all  this  people  as  one  man,  then  the  nations  which 
have  heard  the  fame  of  thee  will  speak,  saying,  'Because  the  Lord 
was  not  able  to  bring  this  people  into  the  land  which  he  swore 
unto  them,  therefore  he  hath  slain  them  in  the  wilderness/  And 
now,  I  beseech  thee,  let  the  power  of  my  Lord  be  great,  accord- 
ing as  thou  hast  spoken,  saying,  'The  Lord  is  longsuffering,  and 
of  great  mercy,  forgiving  iniquity  and  transgression,  and  by  no 
means  clearing  the  guilty,  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers 
upon  the  children  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation. '  Pardon, 
I  beseech  thee,  the  iniquity  of  this  people  according  unto  the 
greatness  of  thy  mercy,  and  as  thou  hast  forgiven  this  people, 
from  Egypt  even  until  now." 

And  the  Lord  said,  "I  have  pardoned  according  to  thy  word: 
but  as  truly  as  I  live,  all  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  glory 
of  the  Lord.  Because  all  those  men  which  have  seen  my  glory, 
and  my  miracles,  which  I  did  in  Egypt  and  in  the  wilderness, 
and  have  tempted  me  now  these  ten  times,  and  have  not  heark- 
ened to  my  voice;  surely  they  shall  not  see  the  land  which  I 
swore  unto  their  fathers,  neither  shall  any  of  them  that  pro-" 
voked  me  see  it.  How  long  shall  I  bear  with  this  evil  congre** 
gation,  which  murmur  against  me?  I  have  heard  the  murmurings 
of  the  children  of  Israel,  which  they  murmur  against  me.  Say 
unto  them,  'As  truly  as  I  live/  saith  the  Lord,  'as  ye  have  spoken 
in  mine  ears,  so  will  I  do  to  you:  your  carcases  shall  fall  in  this 
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wilderness;  and  all  that  were  numbered  of  you,  according  to 
your  whole  number,  from  twenty  years  old  and  upward,  which 
have  murmured  against  me,  doubtless  ye  shall  not  come  into  the 
land,  concerning  which  I  swore  to  make  you  dwell  therein,  save 
Caleb  the  son  of  Jephunneh,  and  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun.  But  your 
little  ones,  which  ye  said  should  be  a  prey,  them  will  I  bring  in, 
and  they  shall  know  the  land  which  ye  have  despised.  But  as  for 
you,  your  carcases,  they  shall  fall  in  this  wilderness.  And  your 
children  shall  wander  in  the  wilderness  forty  years,  and  bear 
your  whoredoms,  until  your  carcases  be  wasted  in  the  wilder- 
ness. After  the  number  of  the  days  in  which  ye  searched  the 
land,  even  forty  days,  each  day  for  a  year,  shall  ye  bear  your  in- 
iquities, even  forty  years,  and  ye  shall  know  my  breach  of  prom- 
ise. I  the  Lord  have  said,  "I  will  surely  do  it  unto  all  this  evil 
congregation,  that  are  gathered  together  against  me:  in  this  wil- 
derness they  shall  be  consumed,  and  there  they  shall  die." '" 

And  the  men,  which  Moses  sent  to  search  the  land,  who  re- 
turned, and  made  all  the  congregation  to  murmur  against  him, 
by  bringing  up  a  slander  upon  the  land,  even  those  men  that  did 
bring  up  the  evil  report  upon  the  land,  died  by  the  plague  be- 
fore the  Lord.  But  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  Caleb  the  son  of 
Jephunneh,  which  were  of  the  men  that  went  to  search  the  land, 
lived  still  And  Moses  told  these  sayings  unto  all  the  children 
of  Israel:  and  the  people  mourned  greatly. 

And  they  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  got  them  up  into 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  saying,  "Lo,  we  be  here,  and  will  go  up 
unto  the  place  which  the  Lord  hath  promised:  for  we  have 
sinned." 

And  Moses  said,  "Wherefore  now  do  ye  transgress  the  com- 
mandment of  the  Lord?  but  it  shall  not  prosper.  Go  not  up,  for 
the  Lord  is  not  among  you;  that  ye  be  not  smitten  before  your 
enemies.  For  the  Amalekites  and  the  Canaanites  are  there  be- 
fore you,  and  ye  shall  fall  by  the  sword:  because  ye  are  turned 
away  from  the  Lord,  therefore  the  Lord  will  not  be  with  you." 

But  they  presumed  to  go  up  unto  the  hill  top:  nevertheless 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and  Moses,  departed  not 
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out  of  the  camp.  Then  the  Amalekites  came  down,  and  the  Ca- 
naanites  which  dwelt  in  that  hill,  and  smote  them,  and  dis- 
comfited them,  even  unto  Hormah. 

And  while  the  children  of  Israel  were  in  the  wilderness,  they 
found  a  man  that  gathered  sticks  upon  the  sabbath  day.  And 
they  that  found  him  gathering  sticks  brought  him  unto  Moses 
and  Aaron,  and  unto  all  the  congregation.  And  they  put  him  in 
ward,  because  it  was  not  declared  what  should  be  done  to  him. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "The  man  shall  be  surely  put 
to  death:  all  the  congregation  shall  stone  him  with  stones  with- 
out the  camp,"  And  all  the  congregation  brought  him  without 
the  camp,  and  stoned  him  with  stones,  and  he  died;  as  the  Lord 
commanded  Moses. 

Now  Korah,  the  son  of  Lzhar,  the  son  of  Kohath,  the  son  of 
Levi,  and  Dathan  and  Abiram,  the  sons  of  Eliab,  and  On,  the 
son  of  Peleth,  sons  of  Reuben,  took  men;  and  they  rose  up  before 
Moses,  with  certain  of  the  children  of  Israel,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  princes  of  the  assembly,  famous  in  the  congregation,  men 
of  renown;  and  they  gathered  themselves  together  against  Moses 
and  against  Aaron,  and  said  unto  them,  "Ye  take  too  much  upon 
you,  seeing  all  the  congregation  are  holy,  every  one  of  them,  and 
the  Lord  is  among  them:  wherefore  then  lift  ye  up  yourselves 
above  the  congregation  of  the  Lord?" 

And  when  Moses  heard  it,  he  fell  upon  his  face:  and  he  spoke 
unto  Korah  and  unto  all  his  company,  saying,  "Even  to-morrow 
the  Lord  will  show  who  are  his,  and  who  is  holy;  and  will  cause 
him  to  come  near  unto  him:  even  him  whom  he  hath  chosen  will 
he  cause  to  come  near  unto  him.  This  do:  take  you  censers,  Ko- 
rah, and  all  his  company;  and  put  fire  therein,  and  put  incense  in 
them  before  the  Lord  to-morrow:  and  it  shall  be  that  the  man 
whom  the  Lord  doth  choose,  he  shall  be  holy:  ye  take  too  much 
upon  you,  ye  sons  of  Levi." 

And  Moses  sent  to  call  Dathan  and  Abiram,  the  sons  of  Eliab: 
which  said,  "We  will  not  come  up.  Is  it  a  small  thing  that  thou 
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hast  brought  us  up  out  of  a  land  that  floweth  with  milk  and 
honey,  to  kill  us  in  the  wilderness,  except  thou  make  thyself 
altogether  a  prince  over  us?  Moreover  thou  hast  not  brought  us 
into  a  land  that  floweth  with  milk  and  honey,  or  given  us  in- 
heritance  of  fields  and  vineyards:  wilt  thou  put  out  the  eyes  of 
these  men?  we  will  not  come  up/' 

And  Moses  was  very  wroth,  and  said  unto  the  Lord,  "Re- 
spect not  thou  their  offering:  I  have  not  taken  one  ass  from  them, 
neither  have  I  hurt  one  of  them." 

And  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses,  saying,  "Speak  unto  the  con- 
gregation, saying,  'Get  you  up  from  about  the  tabernacle  of 
Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram/" 

And  Moses  rose  up  and  went  unto  Dathan  and  Abiram;  and 
the  elders  of  Israel  followed  him.  And  he  spoke  unto  the  con- 
gregation, saying,  "Depart,  I  pray  you,  from  the  tents  of  these 
wicked  men,  and  touch  nothing  of  theirs,  lest  ye  be  consumed 
in  all  their  sins." 

So  they  got  up  from  the  tabernacle  of  Korah,  Dathan,  and 
Abiram,  on  every  side:  and  Dathan  and  Abiram  came  out,  and 
stood  in  the  door  of  their  tents,  and  their  wives,  and  their  sons, 
and  their  little  children.  And  Moses  said,  "Hereby  ye  shall  know 
that  the  Lord  hath  sent  me  to  do  all  these  works;  for  I  have  not 
done  them  of  mine  own  mind.  If  these  men  die  the  common  death 
of  all  men,  or  if  they  be  visited  after  the  visitation  of  all  men; 
then  the  Lord  hath  not  sent  me.  But  if  the  Lord  make  a  new 
thing,  and  the  earth  open  her  mouth,  and  swallow  them  up,  with 
all  that  appertain  unto  them,  and  they  go  down  quick  into  the 
pit;  then  ye  shall  understand  that  these  men  have  provoked  the 
Lord." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  had  made  an  end  of  speaking  all 
these  words,  that  the  ground  clove  asunder  that  was  under  them: 
and  the  earth  opened  her  mouth,  and  swallowed  them  up,  and 
their  houses,  and  all  the  men  that  appertained  unto  Korah,  and 
all  their  goods.  They,  and  all  that  appertained  to  them,  went 
down  alive  into  the  pit,  and  the  earth  closed  upon  them:  and 
they  perished  from  among  the  congregation.  And  all  Israel  that 
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were  round  about  them  fled  at  the  cry  of  them:  for  they  said, 
"Lest  the  earth  swallow  us  up  also/'  And  there  came  out  a  fire 
from  the  Lord,  and  consumed  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  men 
that  offered  incense. 

Then  came  the  children  of  Israel,  even  the  whole  congrega- 
tion, into  the  desert  of  Zin  in  the  first  month:  and  the  people 
abode  in  Kadesh;  and  Miriam  died  there,  and  was  buried  there. 
And  there  was  no  water  for  the  congregation:  and  they  gathered 
themselves  together  against  Moses  and  against  Aaron.  And  the 
people  chid  with  Moses,  and  spoke,  saying,  "Would  God  that 
we  had  died  when  our  brethren  died  before  the  Lord !  And  why 
have  ye  brought  up  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  into  this  wil- 
derness, that  we  and  our  cattle  should  die  there?  And  wherefore 
have  ye  made  us  to  come  up  out  of  Egypt,  to  bring  us  in  unto 
this  evil  place?  it  is  no  place  of  seed,  or  of  figs,  or  of  vines,  or  of 
pomegranates;  neither  is  there  any  water  to  drink." 

And  Moses  and  Aaron  went  from  the  presence  of  the  assem- 
bly unto  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and  they 
fell  upon  their  faces:  and  the.  glory  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto 
them.  And  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses,  saying,  "Take  the  rod, 
and  gather  thou  the  assembly  together,  thou,  and  Aaron  thy 
brother,  and  speak  ye  unto  the  rock  before  their  eyes;  and  it  shall 
give  forth  his  water,  and  thou  shalt  bring  forth  to  them  water 
out  of  the  rock:  so  thou  shalt  give  the  congregation  and  their 
beasts  drink" 

And  Moses  took  the  rod  from  before  the  Lord,  as  he  com- 
manded him.  And  Moses  and  Aaron  gathered  the  congregation 
together  before  the  rock,  and  he  said  unto  them, 

"Hear  now,  ye  rebels;  must  we  fetch  you  water  out  of  this 
rock?" 

And  Moses  lifted  up  his  hand,  and  with  his  rod  he  smote  the 
rock  twice:  and  the  water  came  out  abundantly,  and  the  congre- 
gation drank,  and  their  beasts  also. 

And  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses  and  Aaron,  "Because  ye  be- 
lieved me  not,  to  sanctify  me  in  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
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therefore  ye  shall  not  bring  this  congregation  into  the  land  which 
I  have  given  them.  This  is  the  water  of  Meribah;  because  the 
children  of  Israel  strove  with  the  Lord,  and  he  was  sanctified  in 
them." 

And  Moses  sent  messengers  from  Kadesh  unto  the  king  of 
Edom,  "Thus  saith  thy  brother  Israel,  'Thou  knowest  all  the 
travail  that  hath  befallen  us:  how  our  fathers  went  down  into 
Egypt,  and  we  have  dwelt  in  Egypt  a  long  time;  and  the  Egyp- 
tians vexed  us,  and  our  fathers:  and  when  we  cried  unto  the  Lord, 
he  heard  our  voice,  and  sent  an  angel,  and  hath  brought  us  forth 
out  of  Egypt:  and,  behold,  we  are  in  Kadesh,  a  city  in  the  utter- 
most of  thy  border.  Let  us  pass,  I  pray  thee,  through  thy  coun- 
try: we  will  not  pass  through  the  fields,  or  through  the  vine- 
yards, neither  will  we  drink  of  the  water  of  the  wells:  we  will 
go  by  the  king's  high  way,  we  will  not  turn  to  the  right  hand 
nor  to  the  left,  until  we  have  passed  thy  borders/" 

And  Edom  said  unto  him,  "Thou  shalt  not  pass  by  me,  lest  I 
come  out  against  thee  with  the  sword." 

And  the  children  of  Israel  said  unto  him,  "We  will  go  by  the 
high  way:  and  if  I  and  my  cattle  drink  of  thy  water,  then  I  will 
pay  for  it:  I  will  only,  without  doing  any  thing  else,  go  through 
on  my  feet." 

And  he  said,  "Thou  shalt  not  go  through."  And  Edom  came 
out  against  him  with  much  people,  and  with  a  strong  hand.  Thus 
Edom  refused  to  give  Israel  passage  through  his  border:  where- 
fore  Israel  turned  away  from  him. 

And  the  children  of  Israel,  even  the  whole  congregation,  jour- 
neyed from  Kadesh,  and  came  unto  Mount  Hor.  And  the  Lord 
spoke  unto  Moses  and  Aaron  in  Mount  Hor,  by  the  coast  of  the 
land  of  Edom,  saying, 

"Aaron  shall  be  gathered  unto  his  people:  for  he  shall  not  en- 
ter into  the  land  which  I  have  given  unto  the  children  of  Israel, 
because  ye  rebelled  against  my  word  at  the  water  of  Meribah. 
Take  Aaron  and  Eleazar  his  son,  and  bring  them  up  unto  Mount 
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Hor:  and  strip  Aaron  of  his  garments,  and  put  them  upon  Elea- 
zar his  son:  and  Aaron  shall  be  gathered  unto  his  people,  and 
shall  die  there." 

And  Moses  did  as  the  Lord  commanded:  and  they  went  up 
into  Mount  Hor  in  the  sight  of  all  the  congregation.  And  Moses 
stripped  Aaron  of  his  garments,  and  put  them  upon  Eleazar  his 
son;  and  Aaron  died  there  in  the  top  of  the  mount:  and  Moses 
and  Eleazar  came  down  from  the  mount.  And  when  all  the  con- 
gregation saw  that  Aaron  was  dead,  they  mourned  for  Aaron 
thirty  days,  even  all  the  house  of  Israel. 

And  they  journeyed  from  Mount  Hor  by  the  way  of  the  Red 
Sea,  to  compass  the  land  of  Edom:  and  the  soul  of  the  people  was 
much  discouraged  because  of  the  way.  And  the  people  spoke 
against  God,  and  against  Moses,  "Wherefore  have  ye  brought 
us  up  out  of  Egypt  to  die  in  the  wilderness?  for  there  is  no  bread, 
neither  is  there  any  water;  and  our  soul  loatheth  this  light  bread. " 

And  the  Lord  sent  fiery  serpents  among  the  people,  and  they 
bit  the  people;  and  much  people  of  Israel  died.  Therefore  the 
people  came  to  Moses,  and  said,  "We  have  sinned,  for  we  have 
spoken  against  the  Lord,  and  against  thee;  pray  unto  the  Lord, 
that  he  take  away  the  serpents  from  us."  And  Moses  prayed  for 
the  people.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Make  thee  a  fiery 
serpent,  and  set  it  upon  a  pole:  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that 
every  one  that  is  bitten,  when  he  looketh  upon  it,  shall  live/' 

And  Moses  made  a  serpent  of  brass,  and  put  it  upon  a  pole, 
and  it  came  to  pass  that  if  a  serpent  had  bitten  any  man,  when 
he  beheld  the  serpent  of  brass,  he  lived. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  set  forward,  and  pitched  in  Oboth. 
Arid  they  journeyed  from  Oboth,  and  pitched  at  Ije-abarim,  in 
the  wilderness  which  is  before  Moab,  toward  the  sunrising.  From 
thence  they  removed,  and  pitched  in  the  valley  of  Zared.  From 
thence  they  removed,  and  pitched  on  the  other  side  of  Arnon, 
which  is  in  the  wilderness  that  cometh  out  of  the  coasts  of  the 
Amorites:  for  Arnon  is  the  border  of  Moab,  between  Moab  and 
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the  Amorites.  Wherefore  it  is  said  in  the  Book  of  the  Wars  of 
the  Lord, 

"What  he  did  in  the  R.ed  Sea, 
And  in  the  brooks  of  Arnon, 
And  at  the  stream  of  the  brooks 
Tkat  goeth  down  to  the  dwelling  of  Ar, 
And  lieth  upon  the  lorder  of  Moab." 

And  from  thence  they  went  to  Beer:  that  is  the  well  whereof 
the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses,  "Gather  the  people  together,  and  I 
will  give  them  water/7  Then  Israel  sang  this  song, 

"Spring  up,  0  well;  sing  ye  unto  it: 
The  princes  digged  the  wcll3 
The  noUes  of  the  people  digged  it} 
By  the  diredion  of  the  lawgiver, 
With  their  staves." 

And  from  the  wilderness  they  went  to  Mattanah:  and  from 
Mattanah  to  Nahaliel:  and  from  Nahaliel  to  Bamoth:  and  from 
Bamoth  in  the  valley,  that  is  in  the  country  of  Moab,  to  the  top 
of  Pisgah,  which  looketh  toward  Jeshimon.  And  Israel  sent  mes" 
sengers  unto  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites,  saying, 

"Let  me  pass  through  thy  land:  we  will  not  turn  into  the 
fields,  or  into  the  vineyards;  we  will  not  drink  of  the  waters  of 
the  well:  but  we  will  go  along  by  the  king's  high  way,  until  we 
be  past  thy  borders." 

And  Sihon  would  not  suffer  Israel  to  pass  through  his  border: 
but  Sihon  gathered  all  his  people  together,  and  went  out  against 
Israel  into  the  wilderness:  and  he  came  to  Jahaz,  and  fought 
against  Israel.  And  Israel  smote  him  with  the  edge  of  the  sword, 
and  possessed  his  land  from  Arnon  unto  Jabbok,  even  unto  the 
children  of  Ammon:  for  the  border  of  the  children  of  Ammon 
was  strong.  And  Israel  took  all  these  cities:  and  Israel  dwelt  in 
all  the  cities  of  the  Amorites,  in  Heshbon,  and  in  all  the  villages 
thereof.  For  Heshbon  was  the  city  of  Sihon  the  king  of  the  Amr 
orites,  who  had  fought  against  the  former  king  of  Moab,  and 
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taken  all  his  land  out  of  his  hand,  even  unto  Arnon.  Wherefore 
they  that  speak  in  proverbs  say, 

"Cowe  into  Heshbon, 

Let  the  city  of  Sihon  be  luilt  and  prepared: 
For  there  is  a  fire  gone  out  of  Heshbon, 
A  flame  from  the  city  of  Sihon: 
It  hath  consumed  Ar  of  Mo#L, 
The  lords  of  the  high  places  of  Arnon. 
Woe  to  thec,  Moab! 

Thou  art  undone,  O  people  of  Chemosh: 
He  hath  given  his  sons  that  escaped, 
And  his  daughters j  into  captivity  unto  Sihon  king  of  the 

Amorites. 

We  have  shot  at  them;  tteshlon  is  perished  even  unto  Dibon, 
And  we  have  laid  them  waste  even  unto  J^ophah,  which 

reacheth  unto  Mcdeba." 

And  they  turned  and  went  up  by  the  way  of  Bashan:  and  Og 
the  king  of  Bashan  went  out  against  them,  he,  and  all  his  people, 
to  the  battle  of  Edrei.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Fear  him 
not:  for  I  have  delivered  him  into  thy  hand,  and  all  his  people, 
and  his  land;  and  thou  shalt  do  to  him  as  thou  didst  unto  Sihon 
king  of  the  Amorites,  which  dwelt  at  Heshbon." 

So  they  smote  him,  and  his  sons,  and  all  his  people,  until  .there 
was  none  left  him  alive:  and  they  possessed  his  land. 

The  Story  of  Balaam 

And  the  children  of  Israel  set  forward,  and  pitched  in  the 
plains  of  Moab  on  this  side  Jordan  by  Jericho.  And  Moab  was 
sore  afraid  of  the  people,  because  they  were  many:  and  Moab 
was  distressed  because  of  the  children  of  Israel,  And  Moab  said 
unto  the  elders  of  Midian,- 

"Now  shall  this  company  lick  up  all  that  are  round  about  us, 
as  the  ox  licketh  up  the  grass  of  the  field." 

And  Balak  the  son  of  Zippor  was  king  of  the  Moabites  at  that 
time.  He  sent  messengers  therefore  unto  Balaam  the  son  of  Beor 

1*36] 
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to  Pethor,  which  is  by  the  river  of  the  land  of  the  children  of  his 
people,  to  call  him,  saying, 

"Behold,  there  is  a  people  come  out  from  Egypt:  behold,  they 
cover  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  they  abide  over  against  me.  Come 
now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  curse  me  this  people;  for  they  are  too 
mighty  for  me:  peradventure  I  shall  prevail,  that  we  may  smite 
them,  and  that  I  may  drive  them  out  of  the  land:  for  I  wot  that 
he  whom  thou  blessest  is  blessed,  and  he  whom  thou  cursest  is 
cursed." 

And  the  elders  of  Moab  and  the  elders  of  Midian  departed 
with  the  rewards  of  divination  in  their  hand;  and  they  came  unto 
Balaam,  and  spoke  unto  him  the  words  of  Balak.  And  he  said 
unto  them,  "Lodge  here  this  night,  and  I  will  bring  you  word 
again,  as  the  Lord  shall  speak  unto  me":  and  the  princes  of  Moab 
abode  with  Balaam. 

And  God  came  unto  Balaam,  and  said,  "What  men  are  these 
with  thee?" 

And  Balaam  said  unto  God,  "Balak  the  son  of  Zippor,  king  of 
Moab,  hath  sent  unto  me,  saying,  'Behold,  there  is  a  people  come 
out  of  Egypt,  which  covereth  the  face  of  the  earth:  come  now, 
curse  me  them;  peradventure  I  shall  be  able  to  overcome  them, 
and  drive  them  out/" 

And  God  said  unto  Balaam,  "Thou  shalt  not  go  with  them; 
thou  shalt  not  curse  the  people:  for  they  are  blessed." 

And  Balaam  rose  up  in  the  morning,  and  said  unto  the  princes 
of  Balak,  "Get  you  into  your  land:  for  the  Lord  refuseth  to  give 
me  leave  to  go  with  you." 

And  the  princes  of  Moab  rose  up,  and  they  went  unto  Balak, 
and  said,  "Balaam  refuseth  to  come  with  us." 

And  Balak  sent  yet  again  princes,  more,  and  more  honourable 
than  they.  And  they  came  to  Balaam,  and  said  to  him,  "Thus 
saith  Balak  the  son  of  Zippor,  'Let  nothing,  I  pray  thee,  hinder 
thee  from  coming  unto  me:  for  I  will  promote  thee  unto  very 
great  honour,  and  I  will  do  whatsoever  thou  sayest  unto  me: 
come  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  curse  me  this  people/" 

And  Balaam  answered  and  said  unto  the  servants  of  Balak, 
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"If  Balak  would  give  me  his  house  full  of  silver  and  gold,  I  carr 
not  go  beyond  the  word  of  the  Lord  my  God,  to  do  less  or  more. 
Now  therefore,  I  pray  you,  tarry  ye  also  here  this  night,  that  I 
may  know  what  the  Lord  will  say  unto  me  more." 

And  God  came  unto  Balaam  at  night,  and  said  unto  him,  "If 
the  men  come  to  call  thee,  rise  up,  and  go  with  them;  but  yet 
the  word  which  I  shall  say  unto  thee,  that  shalt  thou  do." 

And  Balaam  rose  up  in  the  morning,  and  saddled  his  ass,  and 
went  with  the  princes  of  Moab.  And  God's  anger  was  kindled 
because  he  went:  and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  stood  in  the  way  for 
an  adversary  against  him.  Now  he  was  riding  upon  his  ass,  and 
his  two  servants  were  with  him.  And  the  ass  saw  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  standing  in  the  way,  and  his  sword  drawn  in  his  hand: 
and  the  ass  turned  aside  out  of  the  way,  and  went  into  the  field: 
and  Balaam  smote  the  ass,  to  turn  her  into  the  way.  But  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  stood  in  a  path  of  the  vineyards,  a  wall  being  on  this 
side,  and  a  wall  on  that  side.  And  when  the  ass  saw  the  angel  of 
the  Lord,  she  thrust  herself  unto  the  wall,  and  crushed  Balaam's 
foot  against  the  wall:  and  he  smote  her  again,  And  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  went  further,  and  stood  in  a  narrow  place,  where  was 
no  way  to  turn  either  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left.  And  when 
the  ass  saw  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  she  fell  down  under  Balaam: 
and  Balaam's  anger  was  kindled,  and  he  smote  the  ass  with  a 
staff. 

And  the  Lord  opened  the  mouth  of  the  ass,  and  she  said  unto 
Balaam,  "What  have  I  done  unto  thee,  that  thou  hast  smitten 
me  these  three  times?" 

And  Balaam  said  unto  the  ass,  "Because  thou  hast  mocked  me: 
I  would  there  were  a  sword  in  mine  hand,  for  now  would  I  kill 
thee/' 

And  the  ass  said  unto  Balaam,  "Am  not  I  thine  ass,  upon  which 
thou  hast  ridden  ever  since  I  was  thine  unto  this  day?  was  I  ever 
wont  to  do  so  unto  thee?"  And  he  said,  "Nay." 

Then  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes  of  Balaam,  and  he  saw  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  standing  in  the  way,  and  his  sword  drawn  in 
his  hand;  and  he  bowed  down  his  head,  and  fell  flat  on  his  face. 
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And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Wherefore  hast 
thou  smitten  thine  ass  these  three  times?  behold,  I  went  out  to 
withstand  thee,  because  thy  way  is  perverse  before  me:  and  the 
ass  saw  me,  and  turned  from  me  these  three  times:  unless  she 
had  turned  from  me,  surely  now  also  I  had  skin  thee,  and  saved 
her  alive." 

And  Balaam  said  unto  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  "I  have  sinned; 
for  I  knew  not  that  thou  stoodest  in  the  way  against  me:  now 
therefore,  if  it  displease  thee,  I  will  get  me  back  again/' 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  Balaam,  "Go  with  the 
men:  but  only  the  word  that  I  shall  speak  unto  thee,  that  thou 
shalt  speak." 

So  Balaam  went  with  the  princes  of  Balak.  And  when  Balak 
heard  that  Balaam  was  come,  he  went  out  to  meet  him  unto  a 
city  of  Moab,  which  is  in  the  border  of  Arnon,  which  is  in  the 
utmost  coast. 

And  Balak  said  unto  Balaam,  "Did  I  not  earnestly  send  unto 
thee  to  call  thee?  wherefore  earnest  thou  not  unto  me?  am  I  not 
able  indeed  to  promote  thee  to  honour?" 

And  Balaam  said  unto  Balak,  "Lo,  I  am  come  unto  thee:  have 
I  now  any  power  at  all  to  say  any  thing?  the  word  that  God 
putteth  in  my  mouth,  that  shall  I  speak," 

And  Balaam  went  with  Balak,  and  they  came  unto  Kirjath- 
huzoth.  And  Balak  offered  oxen  and  sheep,  and  sent  to  Balaam, 
and  to  the  princes  that  were  with  him,  And  it  came  to  pass  on 
the  morrow,  that  Balak  took  Balaam,  and  brought  him  up  into 
the  high  places  of  Baal,  that  thence  he  might  see  the  utmost  part 
of  the  people. 

And  Balaam  said  unto  Balak,  "Build  me  here  seven  altars,  and 
prepare  me  here  seven  oxen  and  seven  rams." 

And  Balak  did  as  Balaam  had  spoken;  and  Balak  and  Balaam 
offered  on  every  altar  a  bullock  and  a  ram,  And  Balaam  said  unto 
Balak,  "Stand  by  thy  burnt  offering,  and  I  will  go:  peradventure 
the  Lord  will  come  to  meet  me:  and  whatsoever  he  showeth  me 
I  will  tell  thee."  And  he  went  to  a  high  place, 

And  God  met  Balaam:  and  he  said  unto  him,  "I  have  prepared 
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seven  altars,  and  I  have  offered  upon  every  altar  a  bullock  and  a 
ram."  And  the  Lord  put  a  word  in  Balaam's  mouth,  and  said, 
"Return  unto  Balak,  and  thus  thou  shalt  speak. " 

And  he  returned  unto  him,  and,  lo,  he  stood  by  his  burnt  sac- 
rifice, he,  and  all  the  princes  of  Moab.  And  he  took  up  his  par- 
able, and  said, 

"Balak  the  Icing  of  Moat  hath  "brought  me  from  Aram, 
Out  of  the  mountains  of  the  east. 
'Come,  curse  me  Jacob, 
And  come,  defy  Israel.  * 

Hou;  shall  I  curse,  whom  God  hath  not  cursed? 
Or  how  shall  I  defy,  whom  the  Lord  hath  not  defied? 
For  from  the  toy  of  the  rocks  I  see  him, 
And  from  the  hills  I  behold  him: 
Lo,  the  people  shall  dwell  alone, 
And  shall  not  le  reckoned  among  the  nations. 
Who  can  count  the  dust  of  Jacob, 
And  the  number  of  the  fourth  part  of  Israel? 
Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
And  let  my  last  end  be  like  his!" 

-  And  Balak  said  unto  Balaam,  "What  hast  thou  done  unto  me? 
Ttook  thee  to  curse  mine  enemies,  and,  behold,  thou  hast  blessed 
them  altogether." 

And  he  answered  and  said,  "Must  I  not  take  heed  to  speak 
thkt  which  the  Lord  hath  put  in  my  mouth?" 

And  Balak  said  unto  him,  "Come,  I  pray  thee,  with  me  unto 
another  place,  from  whence  thou  inayest  see  them:  thou  shalt 
see  but  the  utmost  part  of  them,  and  shalt  not  see  them  all:  and 
curse  me  them  from  thence."  ,, « 

And  he  brought  him  into  the  field  of  Zophim,  to  the  top  of 
Pisgah,  and  built  seven  altars,  and  offered  a  bullock  and  a  ram 
on  every  altar.  And  he  said  unto  Balak,  "Stand  here  by  thy  burnt 
offering,  while  I  meet  the  Lord  yonder." 

And  the  Lord  met  Balaam,  and  put  a  word  in  his  mouth,  and 
said,  "Go  again  unto  Balak,  and  say  thus/' 

J 
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And  when  he  came  to  him,  behold,  he  stood  by  his  burnt 
offering,  and  the  princes  of  Moab  with  him.  And  Balak  said  unto 
him,  "What  hath  the  Lord  spoken?" 

And  he  took  up  his  parable,  and  said, 

"Rise  up,.  Balak,  and  hear; 
Hearken  unto  me,  thou  son  ofZippor: 
God  is  not  a  "wan,  that  he  should  lie; 
Neither  the  son  of  man,  that  he  should  repent: 
Hath  he  said,  and  shall  he  not  do  it? 
Or  hath  he  spoken,  and  shall  he  not  make  it  good? 
Behold,  I  have  received  commandment  to  bless: 
And  he  hath  Messed;  and  I  cannot  reverse  it. 
He  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  Jacob, 
"^either  hath  he  seen  perverseness  in  Israel: 
The  Lord  his  God  is  u>ith  him, 
And  the  shout  of  a  king  is  among  them. 
God  brought  them  out  of  Egypt; 
He  hath  as  it  were  the  strength  of  a  unicorn. 
Surely  there  is  no  enchantment  against  Jacob, 
^either  is  there  any  divination  against  Israel: 
According  to  this  time  it  shall  be  said  of  Jacob  and  of  Israel, 

'What  hath  God  u/rought!' 
Behold,  the  people  shall  rise  up  as  a  great  lion, 
And  lift  up  himself  as  a  young  lion: 
He  shall  not  lie  down  until  he  eat  of  the  prey, 
And  drink  the  blood  of  the  slain/' 

And  Balak  said  unto  Balaam,  "Neither  curse  them  at  all,  nor 
bless  them  at  all" 

But  Balaam  answered  and  said  unto  Balak,  "Told  not  I  thee, 
saying,  'All  that  the  Lord  speaketh,  that  I  must  do?" 

And  Balak  said  unto  Balaam,  "Come,  I  pray  thee,  I  will  bring 
thee  unto  another  place;  peradventure  it  will  please  God  that 
thou  mayest  curse  me  them  from  thence/' 

And  Balak  brought  Balaam  unto  the  top  of  Peor,  that  looketh 
toward  Jeshimon,  And  Balaam  said  unto  Balak,  "Build  me  here 
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seven  altars,  and  prepare  me  here  seven  bullocks  and  seven  rams. 
And  Balak  did  as  Balaam  had  said,  and  offered  a  bullock  and  a 
ram  on  every  altar. 

And  when  Balaam  saw  that  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bless  Is- 
rael, he  went  not,  as  at  other  times,  to  seek  for  enchantments, 
but  he  set  his  face  toward  the  wilderness.  And  Balaam  lifted  up 
his  eyes,  and  he  saw  Israel  abiding  in  his  tents  according  to  their 
tribes;  and  the  spirit  of  God  came  upon  him.  And  he  took  up 
his  parable,  and  said, 

"Balaam  the  son  of  Beor  hath  said, 
And  the  man  whose  eyes  are  open  hath  said: 
He  hath  said,  which  heard  the  words  of  God, 
Which  saw  the  vision  of  the  Almighty, 
Falling  into  a  trance,  lut  having  his  eyes  open: 

'How  goodly  are  thy  tents,  0  Jacob, 

Thy  tabernacles,  0  Israel! 

As  the  valleys  are  they  spread  forth, 

As  gardens  ly  the  river's  side, 

As  the  trees  of  lignaloes  which  the  Lord  hath  planted!, 

As  cedar  trees  beside  the  waUrs, 

He  shall  four  the  water  out  of  his  "buckets, 

And  his  seed  shall  be  in  many  waters, 

And  his  king  shall  he  higher  than  Agag, 

And  his  kingdom  shall  le  exalted. 

God  brought  him  forth  out  of  Egypt; 

He  hath  as  it  were  the  strength  of  a  unicorn; 

He  shall  eat  up  the  nations  his  enemies, 

And  shall  break  their  bones, 

And  pierce  them  through  with  his  arrows. 

He  couched,  he  lay  down  as  a  lion, 

And  as  a  great  lion:  who  shall  stir  him  up? 

Blessed  is  he  that  Hesseth  thee, 

And  cursed  is  he  that  curseth  thee/" 

And  Balak' s  anger  was  kindled  against  Balaam,  and  he  smote 
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his  hands  together:  and  Balak  said  unto  Balaam,  "I  called  thee  to 
curse  mine  enemies,  and,  behold,  thou  hast  altogether  blessed 
them  these  three  times.  Therefore  now  flee  thou  to  thy  place:  I 
thought  to  promote  thee  unto  great  honour;  but,  lo,  the  Lord 
hath  kept  thee  back  from  honour." 

And  Balaam  said  unto  Balak,  "Spoke  I  not  also  to  thy  messen- 
gers which  thou  sentest  unto  me,  saying,  If  Balak  would  give 
me  his  house  full  of  silver  and  gold,  I  cannot  go  beyond  the  com- 
mandment of  the  Lord,  to  do  either  good  or  bad  of  mine  own 
mind;  but  what  the  Lord  saith,  that  will  I  speak?  And  now,  be- 
hold, I  go  unto  my  people:  come  therefore,  and  I  will  advertise 
thee  what  this  people  shall  do  to  thy  people  in  the  latter  days." 

And  he  took  up  his  parable,  and  said, 

"Balaam  the  son  of  Beor  hath  said, 
And  the  wan  whose  eyes  arc  open  hath  said: 
He  hath  said3  which  heard  the  words  of  God, 
And  knew  the  knowledge  of  the  most  High, 
Which  saw  the  vision  of  the  Almighty, 
Falling  into  a  trance,  lut  having  his  eyes  open: 

1  shall  see  him,  lut  not  now: 

I  shall  lehold  him,  lut  not  nigh: 

There  shall  come  a  Star  out  of]acol, 

And  a  Sceptre  shall  rise  out  of  Israel, 

And  shall  smite  the  corners  of  Moat, 

And  destroy  all  the  children  of  Seth. 

And  Edom  shall  le  a  possession, 

Seir  also  shall  he  a  possession  for  his  enemies; 

And  Israel  shall  do  valiantly. 

Out  ofjacol  shall  come  he  that  shall  have  dominion, 

And  shall  destroy  him  that  remaineth  of  the  city,'" 

And  when  he  looked  on  Amalek,  he  took  up  his  parable,  and 
said, 

"Amalelc  was  the  first  of  the  nations; 
But  his  latter  end  shall  le  that  he  perish  for  ever. 

CMS! 
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And  he  looked  on  the  Kenites,  and  took  up  his  parable,  and 
said, 

"Strong  is  thy  dwellingplace, 
And  thou  jiuttest  tliy  nest  in  a  rock. 
"Nevertheless  the  Kenite  shall  be  wasted, 
Until  Asshur  shall  carry  thee  away  captive." 

And  he  took  up  his  parable,  and  said, 

"Alas,  who  shall  live  when  God  doeth  this! 
And  ships  shall  come  from  the  coast  of  Chittim, 
And  shall  afflift  Asshur,  and  shall  afflid  Eber, 
And  he  also  shall  perish  for  ever" 

And  Balaam  rose  up,  and  went  and  returned  to  his  place:  and 
Balak  also  went  his  way, 

The  War  with  the  Midianites 

And,  behold,  one  of  the  children  of  Israel  came  and  brought 
unto  his  brethren  a  Midianitish  woman  in  the  sight  of  Moses, 
and  in  the  sight  of  all  the  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
who  were  weeping  before  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  con- 
gregation. And  when  Phinehas,  the  son  of  Eleazar,  the  son  of 
Aaron  the  priest,  saw  it,  he  rose  up  from  among  the  congrega- 
tion, and  took  a  javelin  in  his  hand;  and  he  went  after  the  man 
of  Israel  into  the  tent,  and  thrust  both  of  them  through,  the  man 
of  Israel,  and  the  woman  through  her  belly.  So  the  plague  was 
stayed  from  the  children  of  Israel.  And  those  that  died  in  the 
plague  were  twenty  and  four  thousand. 

And  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses,  saying,  "Phinehas,  the  son 
of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron  the  priest,  hath  turned  my  wrath 
away  from  the  children  of  Israel,  while  he  was  zealous  for  my 
sake  among  them,  that  I  consumed  not  the  children  of  Israel  in 
my  jealousy.  Wherefore  say,  'Behold,  I  give  unto  him  my  cove- 
nant of  peace:  and  he  shall  have  it,  and  his  seed  after  him,  even 
the  covenant  of  an  everlasting  priesthood;  because  he  was  zeal" 
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ous  for  his  God,  and  made  an  atonement  for  the  children  of 
Israel/" 

(Now  the  name  of  the  Israelite  that  was  slain,  even  that  was 
slain  with  the  Midianitish  woman,  was  Zimfi,  the  son  of  Salu, 
a  prince  of  a  chief  house  among  the  Simeonites.  And  the  name  of 
the  Midianitish  woman  that  was  slain  was  Cozbi,  the  daughter 
of  Zur;  he  was  head  over  a  people,  and  of  a  chief  house  in 
Midian.) 

And  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Moses,  saying,  "Vex  the  Midian- 
ites,  and  smite  them:  for  they  vex  you  with  their  wiles,  where- 
with they  have  beguiled  you  in  the  matter  of  Peor,  and  in  the 
matter  of  Cozbi,  the  daughter  of  a  prince  of  Midian,  their  sister, 
which  was. slain  in  the  day  of  the  plague  for  Peor's  sake/' 

And  they  warred  against  the  Midianites,  as  the  Lord  com- 
manded Moses;  and  they  slew  all  the  males.  And  they  slew  the 
kings  of  Midian,  beside  the  rest  of  them  that  were  slain;  namely, 
Evi,  and  Rekem,  and  Zur,  and  Hur,  and  Reba,  five  kings  of 
Midian:  Balaam  also  the  son  of  Beor  they  slew  with  the  sword. 
And  the  children  of  Israel  took  all  the  women  of  Midian  cap- 
tives, and  their  little  ones,  and  took  the  spoil  of  all  their  cattle, 
and  all  their  flocks,  and  all  their  goods.  And  they  burnt  all  their 
cities  wherein  they  dwelt,  and  all  their  goodly  castles,  with 
fire.  And  they  took  all  the  spoil,  and  all  the  prey,  both  of  men 
and  of  beasts.  And  they  brought  the  captives,  and  the  prey,  and 
the  spoil,  unto  Moses,  and  Eleazar  the  priest,  and  unto  the  con- 
gregation of  the  children  of  Israel,  unto  the  camp  at  the  plains 
of  Moab,  which  are  by  Jordan  near  Jericho. 

And  Moses,  and  Eleazar  the  priest,  and  all  the  princes  of  the 
congregation,  went  forth  to  meet  them  without  the  camp.  And 
Moses  was  wroth  with  the  officers  of  the  host,  with  the  captains 
over  thousands,  and  captains  over  hundreds,  which  came  from 
the  battle.  And  Moses  said  unto  them, 

"Have  ye  saved  all  the  women  alive?  Behold,  these  caused 
the  children  of  Israel,  through  the  counsel  of  Balaam,  to  commit 
trespass  against  the  Lord  in  the  matter  of  Peor,  and  there  was  a 
plague  among  the  congregation  of  the  Lord.  Now  therefore  kill 
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every  male  among  the  little  ones,  and  kill  every  woman  that 
hath  known  man  by  lying  with  him.  But  all  the  women  children, 
that  have  not  known  a  man  by  lying  with  him,  keep  alive  for 
yourselves.  And  do  ye  abide  without  the  camp  seven  days:  who- 
soever hath  killed  any  person,  and  whosoever  hath  touched  any 
slain,  purify  both  yourselves  and  your  captives  on  the  third  day, 
and  on  the  seventh  day.  And  purify  all  your  raiment,  and  all 
that  is  made  of  skins,  and  all  work  of  goats'  hair,  and  all  things 
made  of  wood," 

And  the  officers  which  were  over  thousands  of  the  host,  the 
captains  of  thousands,  and  captains  of  hundreds,  came  near  unto 
Moses:  and  they  said  unto  Moses,  "Thy  servants  have  taken  the 
sum  of  the  men  of  war  which  are  under  our  charge,  and  there 
lacketh  not  one  man  of  us.  We  have  therefore  brought  an  ob- 
lation for  the  Lord,  what  every  man  hath  gotten,  of  jewels  of 
gold,  chains,  and  bracelets,  rings,  earrings,  and  tablets,  to  make 
an  atonement  for  our  souls  before  the  Lord/' 

And  Moses  and  Eleazar  the  priest  took  the  gold  of  them, 
even  all  wrought  jewels.  And  all  the  gold  of  the  offering  that 
they  offered  up  to  the  Lord,  of  the  captains  of  thousands,  and  of 
the  captains  of  hundreds,  was  sixteen  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  shekels.  (For  the  men  of  war  had  taken  spoil,  every 
man  for  himself)  And  Moses  and  Eleazar  the  priest  took  the 
gold  of  the  captains  of  thousands  and  of  hundreds,  and  brought 
it  into  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  for  a  memorial  for  the 
children  of  Israel  before  the  Lord, 
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THE  BOOK  OF  DEUTERONOMY  has  Ian  a  kind  of  Rosetta  Stone  for 
-modern  Biblical  criticism,  the  Discovery  of  its  weaning  offering  a  central 
clue  for  unraveling  the  tangled  problem  of  the  Hexateuch  and  for  the 
proper  orientation  of  the  whole  work  of  the  prophetical  school.  For  Deu- 
teronomy is  none  other  than  the  mysterious  "took  of  the  law"  found  in 
the  temple  in  621  B.C.  during  the  reign  of  Josiah  and  made  the  basis 
of  that  monarch's  reforms,  as  recounted  in  the  Second  Book  of  Kings. 
It  was  a  modification  of  Jewish  law  secretly  prepared,  in  all  probability, 
during  the  suppression  of  the  prophets  in  the  tyrannical  reign  of  Manas- 
seh,  693—639  B.C.  The  ascription  of  its  authorship  to  Moses  was  as 
natural  as  it  is  to-day  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to 
find  the  essence  of  its  latest  decisions  hidden  somewhere  in  the  ConstitU" 
tion.  Nor  with  the  magical  powers  traditionally  attributed  to  Moses  did 
it  seem  at  all  improbable  that  he  should  have  included  an  account  of  his 
own  death.  Our  contemporary  ideas  of  historical  evidence,  copyright, 
plagiarism,  and  forgery  must,  of  course,  all  be  dismissed  in  approaching 
the  problem.  In  spite  of  their  emphasis  upon  inner  motivation,  the  proph- 
ets were  fully  in  accord  with  the  social-mindedness  especially  character- 
istic  of  the  Jews.  Literature  was  regarded  as  a  communal  possession  .in- 
stead of  as  a  piece  of  private  property.  The  writer  was  not  concerned 
with  the  personal  prestige  of  authorship  tut  simply  strove  to  give  his 
work  the  widest  influence  possible,  which  naturally  led  to  his  seeking 
the  support  of  such  great  names  as  those  of  Moses,  David,  or  Solomon. 
The  Deuteronomic  laws,  the  prophetical  writers  believed,  were  such  as 
Moses  intended  and  desired;  hence  there  was  no  dishonesty  in  ascribing 
them  to  him.  It  was  merely  an  example  of  the  more  open  ancient  way  of 
obtaining  the  same  sanction  of  tradition  that  moderns  are  wont  to  secure 
by  more  indired  methods. 


J) 

The  Book 

DEUTERONOMY 


The  Death  ojf  Moses 

AND  THE  LORD  SAID  UNTO  MOSES,  "Behold,  thy  days  approach  that 
JLJL  thou  must  die:  call  Joshua,  and  present  yourselves  in  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  that  I  may  give  him  a  charge," 

And  Moses  and  Joshua  went,  and  presented  themselves  in  the 
tabernacle  of  the  congregation.  And  the  Lord  appeared  in  the 
tabernacle  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloud:  and  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  stood 
over  the  door  of  the  tabernacle. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "Behold,  thou  shalt  sleep 
with  thy  fathers;  and  this  people  will  rise  up,  and  go  a-whoring 
after  the  gods  of  the  strangers  of  the  land,  whither  they  go  to  be 
among  them,  and  will  forsake  me,  and  break  my  covenant  which 
I  have  made  with  them.  Then  my  anger  shall  be  kindled  against 
them  in  that  day,  and  I  will  forsake  them,  and  I  will  hide  my 
face  from  them,  and  they  shall  be  devoured,  and  many  evils  and 
troubles  shall  befall  them;  so  that  they  will  say  in  that  day,  'Are 
not  these  evils  come  upon  us,  because  our  God  is  not  among  us?1 
And  I  will  surely  hide  my  face  in  that  day  for  all  the  evils  which 
they  shall  have  wrought,  in  that  they  are  turned  unto  other  gods. 
Now  therefore  write  ye  this  song  for  you,  and  teach  it  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel:  put  it  in  their  mouths,  that  this  song  may  be  a 
witness  for  me  against  the  children  of  Israel  For  when  I  shall 
have  brought  them  into  the  land  which  I  swore  unto  their  fathers, 
that  floweth  with  milk  and  honey;  and  they  shall  have  eaten 
and  filled  themselves,  and  waxen  fat;  then  will  they  turn  unto 
other  gods,  and  serve  them,  and  provoke  me,  and  break  my  cove- 
nant. And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  many  evils  and  troubles 
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are  befallen  them,  that  this  song  shall  testify  against  them  as  a 
witness;  for  it  shall  not  be  forgotten  out  of  the  mouths  of  their 
seed:  for  I  know  their  imagination  which  they  go  about,  even 
now,  before  I  have  brought  them  into  the  land  which  I  swore." 

Moses  therefore  wrote  this  song  the  same  day,  and  taught  it 
the  children  of  Israel. 

"Give  ear,  O  ye  heavens,  and  I  will  speak; 
And  hear,  0  earth,  the  words  of  my  mouth. 
My  dodrine  shall  drop  as  the  rain, 
My  speech  shall  distil  as  the  dew, 
As  the  small  rain  upon  the  tender  herb, 
And  as  the  showers  upon  the  grass: 
Because  I  will  publish  the  name  of  the  Lord: 
Ascribe  ye  greatness  unto  our  God. 
He  is  the  Rock,  his  work  is  perfect: 
For  all  his  ways  are  judgment: 
A  God  of  truth  and  without  iniquity, 
Just  and  right  is  he. 
They  have  corrupted  themselves,  their  spot  is  not  the  spot  of 

his  children: 

They  are  a  perverse  and  crooked  generation. 
Do  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord, 
O  foolish  people  and  unwise? 
Is  not  he  thy  father  that  hath  bought  thee? 
Hath  he  not  made  thee,  and  established  thee? 

Remember  the  Jays  of  old, 

Consider  the  years  of  many  generations: 

Ask  thy  father,  and  he  will  show  thee; 

Thy  elders,  and  they  will  tell  thee. 

When  the  Most  High  divided  to  the  nations  their  inheritance, 

When  he  separated  the  sons  of  Adam, 

He  set  the  bounds  of  the  people 

According  to  the  number  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

For  the  Lord's  portion  is  his  people; 

Jacob  is  the  lot  of  his  inheritance. 

U49] 
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He  found  him  in  a  desert  land. 

And  in  the  waste  howling  wilderness; 

He  led  him  about,  he  instructed  himy 

He  kept  him  as  the  apple  of  his  eye. 

As  an  eagle  stirreth  up  her  nest, 

Fluttered  over  her  young, 

Spreadeth  abroad  her  wings,  taketh  them, 

Beareth  them  on  her  wings: 

So  the  Lord  alone  did  lead  him, 

And  there  was  no  strange  god  with  him. 

He  made  him  ride  on  the  high  places  of  the  earth, 

That  he  might  eat  the  increase  of  the  fields; 

And  he  made  him  to  suck  honey  out  of  the  rock, 

And  oil  out  of  the  flinty  rock; 

Butter  of  kine,  and  milk  of  sheep,  with  fat  of  lambs, 

And  rams  of  the  l)recd  of  Bashan,  and  goats, 

With  the  fat  of  kidneys  of  wheat; 

And  thou  didst  drink  the  pure  Hood  of  the  grape. 

But  Jeshurun  waxed  fat,  and  kicked: 
Thou  art  ivaxen  fat,  thou  art  grown  thick,  thou  art  cov- 
ered with  fatness; 

Then  he  forsook  God  which  made  him, 
And  lightly  esteemed  the  Rock  of  his  salvation, 
They  provoked  him  to  jealousy  with  strange  gods, 
With-  abominations  provoked  they  him  to  anger. 
They  sacrificed  unto  devils,  not  to  God; 
To  Gods  whom  they  knew  not, 
To  new  gods  that  came  newly  up, 
^Whom  your  fathers  feared  not. 
Of  the  Rock  that  legot  thee  thou  art  unmindful, 
And  hast  forgotten  God  that  formed  thec. 

And  when  the  Lord  saw  it,  he  abhorred  them, 
Because  of  the  provoking  of  his  sons,  and  of  his  daughters. 
And  he  said,  7  will  hide  my  face  from  them, 
I  will  see  what  their  end  shall  Ic: 
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For  they  arc  a  very  froward  generation, 

Children  in  whom  is  no  faith. 

They  have  moved  me  to  jealousy  with  that  which  is  not  God; 

They  have  provoked  me  to  anger  with  their  vanities; 

And  I  will  move  them  to  jealousy  with  those  which  are  not  a 

people; 

I  will  provoke  them  to  anger  with  a  foolish  nation. 
For  a  fire  is  kindled  in  mine  anger, 
And  shall  iburn  unto  the  lowest  hell, 
And  shall  consume  the  earth  with  her  increase, 
And  set  on  fire  the  foundations  of  the  mountains. 
I  ivill  heap  mischiefs  upon  them; 
I  will  spend  mine  arrows  upon  them. 
They  shall  le  lurnt  with  hunger,  and  devoured  with  Burning 

heat, 

And  with  hitter  destruction; 
I  will  also  send  the  teeth  of  leasts  upon  them, 
With  the  poison  of  serpents  of  the  dust. 
The  sword  without,  and  terror  within, 
Shall  destroy  loth  the  young  man  and  the  virgin, 
The  suckling  also  with  the  man  of  gray  hairs. 
I  said,  "I  would  scatter  them  into  corners, 
I  would  make  the  remembrance  of  them  to  cease  from  among  men" 
Were  it  not  that  I  feared  the  wrath  of  the  enemy, 
Lest  their  adversaries  should  lehave  themselves  strangely, 
And  lest  they  should  say,  "Our  hand  is  high,, 
And  the  Lord  hath  not  done  all  this. " 

For  they  are  a  nation  void  of  counsel, 

^[either  is  there  any  understanding  in  them. 

O  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  understood  this, 

That  they  would  consider  their  latter  end!' 

How  should  one  chase  a  thousand, 

And  two  put  ten  thousand  to  .flight, 

Except  their  Rock  had  sold  them, 

And  the  Lord  had  shut  them  up? 
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For  their  rock  is  not  as  our  Rock, 
Even  our  enemies  themselves  heing  judges. 
For  their  vine  is  of  the  vine  of  Sodom, 
And  of  the  fields  of  Gomorrah: 
Their  grapes  are  grapes  of  gall, 
Their  clusters  are  titter; 
Their  wine  is  the  poison  of  dragons, 
And  the  cruel  venom  of  asps. 

'Is  not  this  laid  up  in  store  with  me, 

Sealed  up  among  my  treasures? 

To  me  l)elongeth  vengeance,  and  recompense; 

Their  foot  shall  slide  in  due  time: 

For  the  day  of  their  calamity  is  at  hand, 

And  the  things  that  shall  co-me  upon  them  make  haste. 

For  the  Lord  shall  judge  his  people, 

And  repent  himself  for  his  servants, 

When  he  seeth  that  their  power  is  gone, 

And  there  is  none  shut  up,  or  left. 

And  lie  shall  say,  '  Wkere  are  tkeir  gods, 

Their  rock  in  whom  they  trusted, 

Which  did  eat  the  fat  of  their  sacrifices, 

And  drank  the  wine  of  their  drink  offerings? 

Let  them  rise  up  and  h>elp  you, 

And  fee  your  protection.  * 

'See  now  that  I,  even  I,  am  he, 

And  there  is  no  god  with  me: 

I  kill,  and  I  wake  alive; 

I  wound,  and  I  heal: 

Neither  is  there  any  that  can  deliver  out  of  my  hand. 

For  I  lift  up  my  hand  to  heaveny 

And  say,  "I  live  for  ever. 

If  I  whet  my  glittering  sword, 

And  mine  hand  take  hold  on  judgment; 

I  will  render  vengeance  to  mine  enemies, 

And  will  reward  them  that  hate  me. 
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I  will  make  mine  arrows  drunk  with  Hood, 
And  my  sword  shall  devour  flesh; 
With  the  Hood  of  the  slain  and  of  the  captives, 
From  the  beginning  of  revenges  upon  the  enemy."' 

Rejoice,  O  ye  nations,  with  his  people: 
For  he  will  avenge  the  Wood  of  his  servants, 
And  will  render  vengeance  to  his  adversaries, 
•  And  will  fee  merciful  unto  his  land,  and  to  his  people." 

And  Moses  came  and  spoke  all  the  words  of  this  song  in  the 
ears  of  the  people,  he,  and  Hoshea  the  son  of  Nun. 

And  this  is  the  blessing,  wherewith  Moses  the  man  of  God 
blessed  the  children  of  Israel  before  his  death. 

And  he  said, 

"The  Lord  came  from  Sinai, 
And  rose  up  from  Seir  unto  them; 
He  shined  forth  from  Mount  Par  an, 
And  he  came  with  ten  thousands  of  saints: 
From  his  right  hand  went  a  fiery  law  for  them. 
Yea,  he  loved  the  people; 
All  his  saints  are  in  thy  hand: 
And  they  sat  down  at  thy  feet; 
Every  one  shall  receive  of  thy  words. 

Let  Reuben  live,  and  not  die; 
And  let  not  his  men  be  few. " 

And  this  is  the  blessing  of  Judah: 

"Hear,  Lord,  the  voice  of  Judah, 
And  bring  him  unto  his  people: 
Let  his  hands  be  sufficient  for  him; 
And  be  thou  a  help  to  him  from  his  enemies.  * 

And  of  Levi: 

"Let  thy  Thummim  and  thy  Urim  be  with  thy  holy  one, 
Whom  thou  didst  prove  at  Massah, 
With  whom  thou  didst  strive  at  the  waters  of  Meribah; 
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Who  said  unto  his  father  and  to  his  mother,  'I  have  not  seen 

him' ; 

J^eithcr  did  he  acknowledge  his  brethren, 
l^[pr  knew  his  own  children: 
For  they  have  observed  thy  word, 
And  kept  thy  covenant. 
They  shall  teach  Jacob  thy  judgments, 
And  Israel  thy  law: 
They  shall  put  incense  before  thcc, 
And  whole  burnt  sacrifice  upon  thine  altar. 
Bless,  Lord,  his  substance, 
And  accept  the  work  of  his  hands: 
Smite  through  the  loins  of  them  that  rise  against  him, 
And  of  them  that  hate  him,  that  they  rise  not  again. " 

And  of  Benjamin: 

(<The  beloved  of  the  Lord  shall  dwell  in  safety  by  him; 
The  Lord  shall  cover  him  all  the  day  longy 
And  he  shall  dwell  between  his  shoulders. " 

And  of  Joseph: 

"Blessed  of  the  Lord  be  his  land, 
For  the  precious  things  of  heaven,  for  the  dewy 
And  for  the  deep  that  coucheth  beneath, 
And  for  the  precious  fruits  brought  forth  by  the  sun, 
And  for  the  precious  things  put  forth  by  the  moon, 
And  for  the  chief  things  of  the  ancient  mountains, 
And  for  the  precious  things  of  the  lasting  hills, 
And  for  the  precious  things  of  the  earth  and  fulness  thereof, 
And  for  the  good  will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bush: 
Let  the  blessing  come  upon  the  head  of  Joseph, 
And  upon  the  top  of  the  head  of  him  that  was  separated  from 

his  brethren. 

His  glory  is  like  the  firstling  of  his  bullock, 
And  his  horns  are  like  the  horns  of  unicorns: 
With  them  he  shall  push  the  people  together 
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To  the  ends  of  the  earth:  and  they  are  the  ten  thousands  of 

Ephraim, 
And  they  are  the  thousands  ofM,ana$seh. 

And  of  Zebulun: 

"Rejoice,  Zebulun,  in  thy  going  out'} 
And,  Issachar,  in  thy  tents. 
"They  shall  call  the  people  unto  the  mountain; 
There  they  shall  offer  sacrifices  of  righteousness: 
For  they  shall  suck  of  the  abundance  of  the  seas, 
And  of  treasures  hid  in  the  sand. " 

And  of  Gad: 

"Blessed  he  he  that  enlargeth  Gad: 
He  dwelleth  as  a  lion, 

And  teareth  the  arm  with  the  crown  of  the  head. 
And  he  provided  the  first  part  for  himself, 
Because  there,  in  a  portion  of  the  lawgiver ,  was  he  seated; 
And  he  came  with  the  heads  of  the  people, 
He  executed  the  justice  of  the  Lord, 
And  his  judgments  with  Israel. " 

And  of  Dan: 

"Dan  is  a  lion's  whelp: 
He  shall  leap  from  Bashan, n 

And  of  Naphtali: 

"O  J^laphtali,  satisfied  with  favour, 
And  full  with  the  Messing  of  the  Lord: 
Possess  thou  the  west  and  the  south. " 

And  of  Asher: 

"Let  Asfoer  be  blessed  with  children; 
Let  him  be  acceptable  to  his  brethren, 
And  let  him  dip  his  foot  in  oil. 
Thy  shoes  shall  be  iron  and  brass; 
And  as  thy  days,  so  shall  thy  strength  be. 
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There  is  none  like  unto  the  God  of  jeshurun, 

Who  rideth  upon  the  heaven  in  thy  help, 

And,  in  his  excellency  on  the  sky. 

The  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge, 

And  underneath  are  the  everlasting  arms: 

And  he  shall  thrust  out  the  enemy  from  lefore  thee; 

And  shall  say,  'Destroy  them. ' 

Israel  then  shall  dwell  in  safety  alone: 

The  fountain  of  Jacob 

Upon  a  land  of  corn  and  wine; 

Also  his  heavens  shall  drop  down  dew. 

Happy  art  thou,  0  Israel: 

Who  is  like  unto  thee, 

O  people  saved  hy  the  Lord, 

The  shield  of  thy  help, 

And  who  is  the  sword  of  thy  excellency! 

And  thine  enemies  shall  be  found  liars  unto  thee; 

And  thou  shalt  tread  upon  their  high  places." 

And  Moses  went  up  from  the  plains  of  Moab  unto  the  moun- 
tain of  Nebo,  to  the  top  of  Pisgah,  that  is  over  against  Jericho. 
And  the  Lord  showed  him  all  the  land  of  Gilead,  unto  Dan,  and 
all  Naphtali,  and  the  land  of  Ephraim,  and  Manasseh,  and  all 
the  land  of  Judah,  unto  the  utmost  sea,  and  the  south,  and  the 
plain  of  the  valley  of  Jericho,  the  city  of  palm  trees,  unto  Zoar. 
And  the  Lord  said  unto  him, 

"This  is  the  land  which  I  swore  unto  Abraham,  unto  Isaac, 
and  unto  Jacob,  saying,  'I  will  give  it  unto  thy  seed':  I  have 
caused  thee  to  see  it  with  thine  eyes,  but  thou  shalt  not  go  over 
thither." 

So  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  died  there  in  the  land  of 
Moab,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  And  he  buried  him  in 
a  valley  in  the  land  of  Moab,  over  against  Betirpeor:  but  no  man 
knoweth  of  his  sepulchre  unto  this  day.  And  Moses  was  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  years  old  when  he  died:  his  eye  was  not  dim, 
nor  his  natural  force  abated.  And  the  children  of  Israel  wept  for 
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Moses  in  the  plains  of  Moab  thirty  days:  so  the  days  of  weeping 
and  mourning  for  Moses  were  ended.  And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun 
was  full  of  the  spirit  of  wisdom;  for  Moses  had  laid  his  hands 
upon  him:  and  the  children  of  Israel  hearkened  unto  him,  and 
did  as  the  Lord  commanded  Moses.  And  there  arose  not  a  prophet 
since  in  Israel  like  unto  Moses,  whom  the  Lord  knew  face  to 
face,  in  all  the  signs  and  the  wonders,  which  the  Lord  sent  him 
to  do  in  the  land  of  Egypt  to  Pharaoh,  and  to  all  his  servants, 
and  to  all  his  land,  and  in  all  that  mighty  hand,  and  in  all  the 
great  terror  which  Moses  showed  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel. 
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THE  ABSENCE  of  heroes  in  Jewish  literature,  has  often  been 
The  pages  of  Jewish  history  are  thronged  with  great  personalities  from 
Abraham  to  Judas  Maccabeus.,  but  they  are  rarely  presented  in  a  con- 
tinuously favorable  light.  It  was  as  if  the  jews  so  concentrated  all  their 
idealizing  tendencies  on  the  conception  of  the  deity  that  they  were  left 
free  to  observe  human  nature  with  washed  eyes.  The  one  notable  e#cefr 
tion  is  the  Booh  of  Joshua  which  represents  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
create  a  -military  hero  as  a  companion  piece  to  the  portrait  of  Moses  the 
legislator.  It  was  made  up  out  of  almost  whole  cloth  by  a  Deuteronomic 
writer's  very  free  editing  of  a  few  legends  so  turned  as  to  contradid  the 
earlier  accounts  in  Judges  and  First  Samuel,  which  show  the  conquest 
of  Canaan  to  have  been  a  very  slow  and  laborious  affair  of  centuries, 
and  to  present  it  instead  as  the  achievement  of  a  single  mighty  soldier. 
It  was  a  magnificent  attempt  but  a  failure.  The  Jewish  genius  was  at 
its  lest  only  in  works  of  peace,  not  war.  Where  Moses  seems  a  very 
dejinite  human  being,  Joshua  remains  a  lay  jigure;  the  interest  is  cen- 
tered not  in  him  but  in  the  adventures  of  the  spies,  the  collapse  of  the 
walls  of  Jericho,  the  wiles  of  the  Gibeonites,  the  staying  of  the  sun — 
special  incidents  where  the  pi£turesqueness  of  the  legendary  material  dom- 
inates the  larger  editorial  purpose. 
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The  Destruction  of  Jericho 

Now  AFTER  THE  DEATH  OF  MOSES  the  servant  of  the  Lord  it 
came  to  pass  that  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Joshua  the  son  of 
Nun,  Moses'  minister,  saying, 

"Moses  my  servant  is  dead;  now  therefore  arise,  go  over  this 
Jordan,  thou,  and  all  this  people,  unto  the  land  which  I  do  give 
to  them,  even  to  the  children  of  Israel.  Every  place  that  the  sole 
of  your  foot  shall  tread  upon,  that  have  I  given  unto  you,  as  I  said 
unto  Moses.  From  the  wilderness  and  this  Lebanon  even  unto 
the  great  river,  the  river  Euphrates,  all  the  land  of  the  Hittites, 
and  unto  the  great  sea  toward  the  going  down  of  the  sun,  shall 
be  your  coast.  There  shall  not  any  man  be  able  to  stand  before 
thee  all  the  days  of  thy  life:  as  I  was  with  Moses,  so  I  will  be 
with  thee:  I  will  not  fail  thee,  nor  forsake  thee.  Be  strong  and  of 
a  good  courage:  for  unto  this  people  shalt  thou  divide  for  an  in- 
heritance the  land,  which  I  swore  unto  their  fathers  to  give  them. 
Only  be  thou  strong  and  very  courageous,  that  thou  mayest  ob- 
serve to  do  according  to  all  the  law,  which  Moses  my  servant 
commanded  thee:  turn  not  from  it  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the 
left,  that  thou  mayest  prosper  whithersoever  thou  goest.  This 
book  of  the  law  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth;  but  thou  shalt 
meditate  therein  day  and  night,  that  thou  mayest  observe  to  do 
according  to  all  that  is  written  therein:  for  then  thou  shalt  make 
thy  way  prosperous,  and  then  thou  shalt  have  good  success.  Have 
not  I  commanded  thee?  Be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage;  be  not 
afraid,  neither  be  thou  dismayed:  for  the  Lord  thy  God  is  with 
thee  whithersoever  thou  goest." 
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Then  Joshua  commanded  the  officers  of  the  people,  saying, 

"Pass  through  the  host,  and  command  the  people,  saying,  'Pre- 
pare you  victuals;  for  within  three  days  ye  shall  pass  over  this 
Jordan,  to  go  in  to  possess  the  land,  which  the  Lord  your  God 
giveth  you  to  possess  it/" 

And  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  sent  out  of  Shittim  two  men  to 
spy  secretly,  saying,  "Go  view  the  land,  even  Jericho." 

And  they  went,  and  came  into  a  harlot's  house,  named  Rahab, 
and  lodged  there.  And  it  was  told  the  king  of  Jericho,  saying, 

"Behold,  there  came  men  in  hither  to-night  of  the  children  of 
Israel  to  search  out  the  country/'  * 

And  the  king  of  Jericho  sent  unto  Rahab,  saying, 

"Bring  forth  the  men  that  are  come  to  thee,  which  are  en- 
tered into  thine  house:  for  they  be  come  to  search  out  all  the 
country." 

And  the  woman  took  the  two  men  and  hid  them,  and  said 
thus, 

"There  came  men  unto  me,  but  I  wist  not  whence  they  were: 
and  it  came  to  pass  about  the  time  of  shutting  of  the  gate,  when 
it  was  dark,  that  the  men  went  out:  whither  the  men  went  I  wot 
not:  pursue  after  them  quickly;  for  ye  shall  overtake  them." 

But  she  had  brought  them  up  to  the  roof  of  the  house,  and  hid 
them  with  the  stalks  of  flax,  which  she  had  laid  in  order  upon 
the  roof.  And  the  men  pursued  after  them  the  way  to  Jordan 
unto  the  fords:  and  as  soon  as  they  which  pursued  after  them 
were  gone  out,  they  shut  the  gate.  And  before  they  were  laid 
down,  she  came  up  unto  them  upon  the  roof;  and  she  said  unto 
the  men, 

"I  know  that  the  Lord  hath  given  you  the  land,  and  that  your 
terror  is  fallen  upon  us,  and  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land 
faint  because  of  you.  For  we  have  heard  how  the  Lord  dried  up 
the  water  of  the  Red  Sea  for  you,  when  ye  came  out  of  Egypt; 
and  what  ye  did  unto  the  two  kings  of  the  Amorites,  that  were 
on  the  other  side  Jordan,  Sihon  and  Og,  whom  ye  utterly  de- 
stroyed. And  as  soon  as  we  had  heard  these  things,  our  hearts 
did  melt,  neither  did  there  remain  any  more  courage  in  any  man, 
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because  of  you:  for  the  Lord  your  God,  he  is  God  in  heaven 
above,  and  in  earth  beneath.  Now  therefore,  I  pray  you,  swear 
unto  me  by  the  Lord,  since  I  have  showed  you  kindness,  that  ye 
will  also  show  kindness  unto  my  father's  house,  and  give  me  a 
true  token:  and  that  ye  will  save  alive  my  father,  and  my  mother, 
and  my  brethren,  and  my  sisters,  and  all  that  they  have,  and  de- 
liver our  lives  from  death." 

And  the  men  answered  her, 

"Our  life  for  yours,  if  ye  utter  not  this  our  business.  And  it 
shall  be,  when  the  Lord  hath  given  us  the  land,  that  we  will 
deal  kindly  and  truly  with  thee. " 

Then  she  let  them  down  by  a  cord  through  the  window:  for 
her  house  was  upon  the  town  wall,  and  she  dwelt  upon  the  wall. 
And  she  said  unto  them, 

"Get  you  to  the  mountain,  lest  the  pursuers  meet  you;  and 
hide  yourselves  there  three  days,  until  the  pursuers  be  returned: 
and  afterward  may  ye  go  your  way/* 

And  the  men  said  unto  her, 

"We  will  be  blameless  of  this  thine  oath  which  thou  hast 
made  us  swear.  Behold,  when  we  come  into  the  land,  thou  shalt 
bind  this  line  of  scarlet  thread  in  the  window  which  thou  didst 
let  us  down  by:  and  thou  shalt  bring  thy  father,  and  thy  mother, 
and  thy  brethren,  and  all  thy  father's  household,  home  unto  thee. 
And  it  shall  be,  that  whosoever  shall  go  out  of  the  doors  of  thy 
house  into  the  street,  his  blood  shall  be  upon  his  head,  and  we 
will  be  guiltless:  and  whosoever  shall  be  with  thee  in  the  house, 
his  blood  shall  be  on  our  head,  if  any  hand  be  upon  him.  And  if 
thou  utter  this  our  business,  then  we  will  be  quit  of  thine  oath 
which  thou  hast  made  us  to  swear." 

And  she  said,  "According  unto  your  words,  so  be  it." 

And  she  sent  them  away,  and  they  departed:  and  she  bound 
the  scarlet  line  in  the  window. 

And  they  went,  and  came  unto  the  mountain,  and  abode  there 
three  days,  until  the  pursuers  were  returned:  and  the  pursuers 
sought  them  throughout  all  the  way,  but  found  them  not.  So  the 
two  men  returned,  and  descended  from  the  mountain,  and  passed 
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over,  and  came  to  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  told  him  all  things 
that  befell  them;  and  they  said  unto  Joshua,  "Truly  the  Lord 
hath  delivered  into  our  hands  all  the  land;  for  even  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  country  do  faint  because  of  us/' 

And  Joshua  rose  early  in  the  morning;  and  they  removed  from 
Shittim,  and  came  to  Jordan,  he  and  all  the  children  of  Israel, 
and  lodged  there  before  they  passed  over.  And  it  came  to  pass 
after  three  days  that  the  officers  went  through  the  host;  and 
they  commanded  the  people,  saying,  "When  ye  see  the  ark  of 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord  your  God,  and  the  priests  the  Levites 
bearing  it,  then  ye  shall  remove  from  your  place,  and  go  after  it. 
Yet  there  shall  be  a  space  between  you  and  it,  about  two  thou- 
sand cubits  by  measure:  come  not  near  unto  it,  that  ye  may  know 
the  way  by  which  ye  must  go:  for  ye  have  not  passed  this  way 
heretofore/' 

And  Joshua  said  unto  the  people,  "Sanctify  yourselves:  for  to- 
morrow the  Lord  will  do  wonders  among  you/' 

And  Joshua  spoke  unto  the  priests,  saying,  "Take  up  the  ark 
of  the  covenant,  and  pass  over  before  the  people/' 

And  they  took  up  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  went  before 
the  people. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  "This  day  will  I  begin  to  mag- 
nify thee  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  that  they  may  know  that,  as 
I  was  with  Moses,  so  I  will  be  with  thee.  And  thou  shalt  com- 
mand the  priests  that  bear  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  saying,  'When 
ye  are  come  to  the  brink  of  the  water  of  Jordan,  ye  shall  stand 
still  in  Jordan/" 

And  Joshua  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  "Come  hither, 
and  hear  the  words  of  the  Lord  your  God."  And  Joshua  said, 
"Hereby  ye  shall  know  that  the  living  God  is  among  you,  and 
that  he  will  without  fail  drive  out  from  before  you  the  Ca- 
naanites,  and  the  Hittites,  and  the  Hivites,  and  the  Perizzites, 
and  the  Girgashites,  and  the  Amorites,  and  the  Jebusites,  Be- 
hold, the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth  passeth 
over  before  you  into  Jordan.  Now  therefore  take  you  twelve 
men  out  of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  out  of  every  tribe  a  man.  And  it 
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shall  come  to  pass,  as  soon  as  the  soles  of  the  feet  of  the  priests 
that  bear  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth,  shall  rest 
in  the  waters  of  Jordan,  that  the  waters  of  Jordan  shall  be  cut  off 
from  the  waters  that  come  down  from  above;  and  they  shall 
stand  upon  a  heap/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  that  bore  the  ark  were  come  unto 
Jordan,  and  the  feet  of  the  priests  that  bore  the  ark  were  dipped 
in  the  brim  of  the  water  (for  Jordan  overfloweth  all  his  banks 
all  the  time  of  harvest) ,  that  the  waters  which  came  down  from 
above  stood  and  rose  up  upon  a  heap  very  far  from  the  city 
Adam,  that  is  beside  Zaretan:  and  those  that  came  down  to- 
ward the  sea  of  the  plain,  even  the  Salt  Sea,  failed,  and  were  cut 
off:  and  the  people  passed  over  right  against  Jericho.  And  the 
priests  that  bore  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  stood  firm 
on  dry  ground  in  the  midst  of  Jordan,  and  all  the  Israelites  passed 
over  on  dry  ground,  until  all  the  people  were  passed  clean  over 
Jordan, 

Now  Jericho  was  straitly  shut  up  because  of  the  children  of 
Israel:  none  went  out,  and  none  came  in.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Joshua, 

"See,  I  have  given  into  thine  hand  Jericho,  and  the  king  thereof, 
and  the  mighty  men  of  valour.  And  ye  shall  compass  the  city, 
all  ye  men  of  war,  and  go  round  about  the  city  once.  Thus  shalt 
thou  do  six  days.  And  seven  priests  shall  bear  before  the  ark 
seven  trumpets  of  rams'  horns:  and  the  seventh  day  ye  shall  com- 
pass the  city  seven  times,  and  the  priests  shall  blow  with  the 
trumpets.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  when  they  make  a  long 
blast  with  the  ram's  horn,  and  when  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet,  all  the  people  shall  shout  with  a  great  shout;  and  the 
wall  of  the  city  shall  fall  down  flat,  and  the  people  shall  ascend 
up  every  man  straight  before  him." 

And  Joshua  rose  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  priests  took  up 
the  ark  of  the  Lord.  And  seven  priests  bearing  seven  trumpets 
of  rams'  horns  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord  went  on  continually, 
and  blew  with  the  trumpets:  and  the  armed  men  went  before 
them;  but  the  rearward  came  after  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  priests 
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going  on,  and  blowing  with  the  trumpets.  And  the  second  day 
they  compassed  the  city  once,  and  returned  into  the  camp:  so 
they  did  six  days.  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day  that 
they  rose  early  about  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  compassed 
the  city  after  the  same  manner  seven  times:  only  on  that  day 
they  compassed  the  city  seven  times.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the 
seventh  time,  when  the  priests  blew  with  the  trumpets,  Joshua 
said  unto  the  people, 

"Shout;  for  the  Lord  hath  given  you  the  city.  And  the  city 
shall  be  accursed,  even  it,  and  all  that  are  therein,  to  the  Lord: 
only  Rahab  the  harlot  shall  live,  she  and  all  that  are  with  her  in 
the  house,  because  she  hid  the  messengers  that  we  sent.  And  ye, 
in  any  wise  keep  yourselves  from  the  accursed  thing,  lest  ye 
make  yourselves  accursed,  when  ye  take  of  the  accursed  thing, 
and  make  the  camp  of  Israel  a  curse,  and  trouble  it.  But  all  the 
silver,  and  gold,  and  vessels  of  brass  and  iron,  are  consecrated 
unto  the  Lord:  they  shall  come  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord," 

So  the  people  shouted  when  the  priests  blew  with  the  trum- 
pets: and  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  people  heard  the  sound  of 
the  trumpet,  and  the  people  shouted  with  a  great  shout,  that 
the  wall  fell  down  flat,  so  that  the  people  went  up  into  the  city, 
every  man  straight  before  him,  and  they  took  the  city.  And 
they  utterly  destroyed  all  that  was  in  the  city,  both  man  and 
woman,  young  and  old,  and  ox,  and  sheep,  and  ass,  with  the 
edge  of  the  sword, 

But  Joshua  had  said  unto  the  two  men  that  had  spied  out  the 
country,  "Go  into  the  harlot's  house,  and  bring  out  thence  the 
woman,  and  all  that  she  hath,  as  ye  swore  unto  her." 

And  the  young  men  that  were  spies  went  in,  and  brought  out 
Rahab,  and  her  father,  and  her  mother  >  and  her  brethren,  and  all 
that  she  had;  and  they  brought  out  all  her  kindred,  and  left  them 
without  the  camp  of  Israel,  And  they  burnt  the  city  with  fire, 
and  all  that  was  therein:  only  the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  the 
vessels  of  brass  and  of  iron,  they  put  into  the  treasury  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  And  Joshua  saved  Rahab  the  harlot  alive,  and 
her  father's  household,  and  all  that  she  had;  and  she  dwelleth 
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in  Israel  even  unto  this  day;  because  she  Lid  the  messengers, 
which  Joshua  sent  to  spy  out  Jericho. 

And  Joshua  adjured  them  at  that  time,  saying,  "Cursed  be 
the  man  before  the  Lord,  that  riseth  up  and  buildeth  this  city 
Jericho:  he  shall  lay  the  foundation  thereof  in  his  firstborn,  and 
in  his  youngest  son  shall  he  set  up  the  gates  of  it/' 

S  o  the  Lord  was  with  Joshua;  and  his  fame  was  noised  through" 
out  all^the  country. 

The  Destruction  of  Ai 

But  the  children  of  Israel  committed  a  trespass  in  the  ac- 
cursed thing:  for  Achan,  the  son  of  Carmi,  the  son  of  Zabdi,  the 
son  of  Zerah,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  took  of  the  accursed  thing: 
and  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  the  children  of 
Israel.  And  Joshua  sent  men  from  Jericho  to  Ai,  which  is  beside 
Beth-aven,  on  the  east  side  of  Beth-el,  and  spoke  unto  them,  say- 
ing, "Go  up  and  view  the  country/' 

And  the  men  went  up  and  viewed  Ai.  And  they  returned  to 
Joshua,  and  said  unto  him,  "Let  not  all  the  people  go  up;  but  let 
about  two  or  three  thousand  men  go  up  and  smite  Ai;  and  make 
not  all  the  people  to  labour  thither;  for  they  are  but  few/1 

So  there  went  up  thither  of  the  people  about  three  thousand 
men:  and  they  fled  before  the  men  of  Ai.  And  the  men  of  Ai 
smote  of  them  about  thirty  and  six  men:  for  they  chased  them 
from  before  the  gate  even  unto  Shebarim,  and  smote  them  in  the 
going  down:  wherefore  the  hearts  of  the  people  melted,  and  be- 
came as  water. 

And  Joshua  rent  his  clothes,  and  fell  to  the  earth  upon  his 
face  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord  until  the  eventide,  he  and  the 
elders  of  Israel,  and  put  dust  upon  their  heads.  And  Joshua  said, 

"Alas,  O  Lord  God,  wherefore  hast  thou  at  all  brought  this 
people  over  Jordan,  to  deliver  us  into  the  hand  of  the  Amorites, 
to  destroy  us?  would  to  God  we  had  been  content,  and  dwelt  on 
the  other  side  Jordan!  O  Lord,  what  shall  I  say,  when  Israel 
turneth  their  backs  before  their  enemies!  For  the  Canaanites 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  shall  hear  of  it,  and  shall  en- 
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viron  us  round,  and  cut  off  our  name  from  the  earth:  and  what 
wilt  thou  do  unto  thy  great  name?" 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  "Get  thee  up;  wherefore  liest 
thou  thus  upon  thy  face?  Israel  hath  sinned,  and  they  have  also 
transgressed  my  covenant  which  I  commanded  them:  for  they 
have  even  taken  of  the  accursed  thing,  and  have  also  stolen  and 
dissembled  also,  and  they  have  put  it  even  among  their  own 
stuff  Therefore  the  children  of  Israel  could  not  stand  before 
their  enemies,  but  turned  their  backs  before  their  enemies,  be^ 
cause  they  were  accursed:  neither  will  I  be  with  you  any  more, 
except  ye  destroy  the  accursed  from  among  you.  Up,  sanctify 
the  people,  and  say,  'Sanctify  yourselves  against  to-morrow:  for 
thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  "There  is  an  accursed  thing 
in  the  midst  of  thee,  O  Israel:  thou  canst  not  stand  before  thine 
enemies,  until  ye  take  away  the  accursed  thing  from  among  you. " 
In  the  morning  therefore  ye  shall  be  brought  according  to  your 
tribes:  and  it  shall  be,  that  the  tribe  which  the  Lord  taketh 
shall  come  according  to  the  families  thereof;  and  the  family 
which  the  Lord  shall  take  shall  come  by  households;  and  the 
household  which  the  Lord  shall  take  shall  come  man  by  man. 
And  it  shall  be  that  he  that  is  taken  with  the  accursed  thing, 
shall  be  burnt  with  fire,  he  and  all  that  he  hath:  because  he  hath 
transgressed  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and  because  he  hath 
wrought  folly  in  Israel '" 

So  Joshua  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  brought  Israel  by 
their  tribes;  and  the  tribe  of  Judah  was  taken:  and  he  brought 
the  family  of  Judah;  and  he  took  the  family  of  the  Zarhites:  and 
he  brought  the  family  of  the  Zarhites  man  by  man;  and  Zabdi 
was  taken:  and  he  brought  his  household  man  by  man;  and 
Achan,  the  son  of  Carmi,  the  son  of  Zabdi,  the  son  of  Zerah,  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  was  taken.  And  Joshua  said  unto  Achan, 

"My  son,  give,  I  pray  thee,  glory  to  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
and  make  confession  unto  him.;  and  tell  me  now  what  thou  hast 
done;  hide  it  not  from  me/' 

And  Achan  answered  Joshua,  and  said,  "Indeed  I  have  sinned 
against  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  and  thus  and  thus  have  I  done: 
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when  I  saw  among  the  spoils  a  goodly  Babylonish  garment,  and 
two  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  and  a  wedge  of  gold  of  fifty  shek- 
els' weight,  then  I  coveted  them,  and  took  them;  and,  behold, 
they  are  hid  in  the  earth  in  the  midst  of  my  tent,  and  the  silver 
under  it." 

So  Joshua  sent  messengers,  and  they  ran  unto  the  tent;  and, 
behold,  it  was  hid  in  his  tent,  and  the  silver  under  it.  And  they 
took  them  out  of  the  midst  of  the  tent,  and  brought  them  unto 
Joshua,  and  unto  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  laid  them  out  be- 
fore the  Lord.  And  Joshua,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  took  Achan 
the  son  of  Zerah,  and  the  silver,  and  the  garment,  and  the  wedge 
of  gold,  and  his  sons,  and  his  daughters,  and  his  oxen,  and  his 
asses,  and  his  sheep,  and  his  tent,  and  all  that  he  had:  and  they 
brought  them  unto  the  valley  of  Achor.  And  Joshua  said, 

"Why  hast  thou  troubled  us?  the  Lord  shall  trouble  thee 
this  day." 

And  all  Israel  stoned  him  with  stones,  and  burned  them  with 
fire,  after  they  had  stoned  them  with  stones.  And  they  raised 
over  him  a  great  heap  of  stones  unto  this  day.  So  the  Lord  turned 
from  the  fierceness  of  his  anger.  Wherefore  the  name  of  that 
place  was  called  the  valley  of  Achor,  unto  this  day. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Joshua,  "Fear  not,  neither  be  thou 
dismayed:  take  all  the  people  of  war  with  thee,  and  arise,  go  up 
to  Ai:  see,  I  have  given  into  thy  hand  the  king  of  Ai,  and  his 
people,  and  his  city,  and  his  land:  and  thou  shalt  do  to  Ai  and 
her  king  as  thou  didst  unto  Jericho  and  her  king:  only  the  spoil 
thereof,  and  the  cattle  thereof,  shall  ye  take  for  a  prey  unto 
yourselves:  lay  thee  an  ambush  for  the  city  behind  it." 

So  Joshua  arose,  and  all  the  people  of  war,  to  go  up  against 
Ai:  and  Joshua  chose  out  thirty  thousand  mighty  men  of  valour, 
and  sent  them  away  by  night.  And  he  commanded  them,  saying, 

"Behold,  ye  shall  lie  in  wait  against  the  city,  even  behind  the 
city:  go  not  very  far  from  the  city,  but  be  ye  all  ready:  and  I,  and 
all  the  people  that  are  with  me,  will  approach  unto  the  city: 
and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  they  come  out  against  us,  as  at 
the  first,  that  we  will  flee  before  them  (for  they  will  come  out 
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after  us),  till  we  have  drawn  them  from  the  city;  for  they  will 
say,  They  flee  before  us,  as  at  the  first':  therefore  we  will  flee 
before  them.  Then  ye  shall  rise  up  from  the  ambush,  and  seize 
upon  the  city:  for  the  Lord  your  God  will  deliver  it  into  your 
hand.  And  it  shall  be,  when  ye  have  taken  the  city,  that  ye  shall 
set  the  city  on  fire:  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord 
shall  ye  do.  See,  I  have  commanded  you/' 

Joshua  therefore  sent  them  forth:  and  they  went  to  lie  in  am- 
bush, and  abode  between  Beth-el  and  Ai,  on  the  west  side  of 
Ai:  but  Joshua  lodged  that  night  among  the  people.  And  Joshua 
rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  numbered  the  people,  and  went 
up,  he  and  the  elders  of  Israel,  before  the  people  to  Ai.  And  all 
the  people,  even  the  people  of  war  that  were  with  him,  went 
up,  and  drew  nigh,  and  came  before  the  city,  and  pitched  on  the 
north  side  of  Ai:  now  there  was  a  valley  between  them  and  Ai. 
And  he  took  about  five  thousand  men,  and  set  them  to  lie  in 
ambush  between  Beth-el  and  Ai,  on  the  west  side  of  the  city. 
And  when  they  had  set  the  people,  even  all  the  host  that  was  on 
the  north  of  the  city,  and  their  liers  in  wait  on  the  west  of  the 
city,  Joshua  went  that  night  into  the  midst  of  the  valley. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  of  Ai  saw  it,  that  they  has- 
tened and  rose  up  early,  and  the  men  of  the  city  went  out  against 
Israel  to  battle,  he  and  all  his  people,  at  a  time  appointed,  be- 
fore the  plain;  but  he  wist  not  that  there  were  liers  in  ambush 
against  him  behind  the  city.  And  Joshua  and  all  Israel  made  as 
if  they  were  beaten  before  them,  and  fled  by  the  way  of  the 
wilderness.  And  all  the  people  that  were  in  Ai  were  called  to- 
gether to  pursue  after  them:  and  they  pursued  after  Joshua,  and 
were  drawn  away  from  the  city.  And  there  was  not  a  man  left 
in  Ai  or  Beth-el,  that  went  not  out  after  Israel:  and  they  left  the 
city  open,  and  pursued  after  Israel  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Joshua, 

"Stretch  out  the  spear  that  is  in  thy  hand  toward  Ai;  for  I 
will  give  it  into  thine  hand/' 

And  Joshua  stretched  out  the  spear  that  he  had  in  his  hand 
toward  the  city.  And  the  ambush  arose  quickly  out  of  their 
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place,  and  they  ran  as  soon  as  he  had  stretched  out  his  hand:  and 
they  entered  into  the  city,  and  took  it,  and  hastened  and  set  the 
city  on  fire.  And  when  the  men  of  Ai  looked  behind  them,  they 
saw,  and,  behold,  the  smoke  of  the  city  ascended  up  to  heaven, 
and  they  had  no  power  to  flee  this  way  or  that  way:  and  the 
people  that  fled  to  the  wilderness  turned  back  upon  the  pursu- 
ers. And  when  Joshua  and  all  Israel  saw  that  the  ambush  had 
taken  the  city,  and  that  the  smoke  of  the  city  ascended,  then 
they  turned  again,  and  slew  the  men  of  Ai.  And  the  other  issued 
out  of  the  city  against  them;  so  they  were  in  the  midst  of  Israel, 
some  on  this  side,  and  some  on  that  side:  and  they  smote  them, 
so  that  they  let  none  of  them  remain  or  escape.  And  the  king  of 
Ai  they  took  alive,  and  brought  him  to  Joshua. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Israel  had  made  an  end  of  slaying 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Ai  in  the  field,  in  the  wilderness  wherein 
they  chased  them,  and  when  they  were  all  fallen  on  the  edge  of 
the  sword,  until  they  were  consumed,  that  all  the  Israelites  re- 
turned  unto  Ai,  and  smote  it  with  the  edge  of  the  sword.  And 
so  it  was,  that  all  that  fell  that  day,  both  of  men  and  women, 
were  twelve  thousand,  even  all  the  men  of  Ai.  For  Joshua  drew 
not  his  hand  back,  wherewith  he  stretched  out  the  spear,  until 
he  had  utterly  destroyed  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ai.  Only  the  cat- 
tle and  the  spoil  of  that  city  Israel  took  for  a  prey  unto  them- 
selves, according  unto  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he  com- 
manded Joshua.  And  Joshua  burnt  Ai,  and  made  it  a  heap  for 
ever,  even  a  desolation  unto  this  day.  And  the  king  of  Ai  he 
hanged  on  a  tree  until  eventide:  and  as  soon  as  the  sun  was 
down,  Joshua  commanded  that  they  should  take  his  carcase  down 
from  the  tree,  and  cast  it  at  the  entering  of  the  gate  of  the  city, 
and  raise  thereon  a  great  heap  of  stones,  that  remaineth  unto 
this  day. 

The  Craft  oftke  Gibconitcs 

And  when  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeon  heard  what  Joshua  had 
done  unto  Jericho  and  to  Ai,  they  did  work  wilily,  and  went 
and  made  as  if  they  had  been  ambassadors,  and  took  old  sacks 
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upon  their  asses,  and  wine  bottles,  old,  and  rent,  and  bound  up; 
and  old  shoes  and  clouted  upon  their  feet,  and  old  garments 
upon  them;  and  all  the  bread  of  their  provision  was  dry  and 
mouldy.  And  they  went  to  Joshua  unto  the  camp  at  Gilgal,  and 
said  unto  him,  and  to  the  men  of  Israel,  "We  be  come  from  a  far 
country:  now  therefore  make  ye  a  league  with  us." 

And  the  men  of  Israel  said  unto  the  Hivites,  "Peradventure 
ye  dwell  among  us;  and  how  shall  we  make  a  league  with  you?" 

And  they  said  unto  Joshua,  "We  are  thy  servants/' 

And  Joshua  said  unto  them, 

"Who  are  ye?  and  from  whence  come  ye?" 

And  they  said  unto  him,  "From  a  very  far  country  thy  serv- 
ants are  come  because  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God:  for  we 
have  heard  the  fame  of  him,  and  all  that  he  did  in  Egypt,  and 
all  that  he  did  to  the  two  kings  of  the  Amorites,  that  were  be- 
yond Jordan,  to  Sihon  king  of  Heshbon,  and  to  Og  king  of 
Bashan,  which  was  at  Ashtaroth.  Wherefore  our  elders  and  all 
the  inhabitants  of  our  country  spoke  to  us,  saying,  'Take  vict- 
uals with  you  for  the  journey,  and  go  to  meet  them,  and  say  unto 
them,  "We  are  your  servants:  therefore  now  make  ye  a  league 
with  us."'  This  our  bread  we  took  hot  for  our  provision  out  of 
our  houses  on  the  day  we  came  forth  to  go  unto  you;  but  now, 
behold,  it  is  dry,  and  it  is  mouldy:  and  these  bottles  of  wine, 
which  we  filled,  were  new;  and,  behold,  they  be  rent:  and  these 
our  garments  and  our  shoes  are  become  old  by  reason  of  the  very 
long  journey." 

And  Joshua  made  peace  with  them,  and  made  a  league  with 
them,  to  let  them  live:  and  the  princes  of  the  congregation 
swore  unto  them.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  three  days 
after  they  had  made  a  league  with  them,  that  they  heard  that 
they  were  their  neighbours,  and  that  they  dwelt  among  them. 
And  the  children  of  Israel  journeyed,  and  came  unto  their  cities 
on  the  third  day.  Now  their  cities  were  Gibeon,  and  Chephirah, 
aiidBeeroth,  and  Kirjath-jearim.  And  the  children  of  Israel  .smote 
them  not,  because  the  princes  of  the  congregation  had  sworn 
unto  them  by  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

|  1-70] 
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And  Joshua  called  for  them,  and  he  spoke  unto  them,  saying, 
"Wherefore  have  ye  beguiled  us,  saying,  'We  are  very  far  from 
you';  when  ye  dwell  among  us?  Now  therefore  ye  are  cursed, 
and  there  shall  none  of  you  be  freed  from  being  bondmen,  and 
hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for  the  house  of  my  God/' 

And  they  answered  Joshua,  and  said,  "Because  it  was  certainly 
told  thy  servants,  how  that  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  his 
servant  Moses  to  give  you  all  the  land,  and  to  destroy  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land  from  before  you,  therefore  we  were  sore 
afraid  of  our  lives  because  of  you,  and  have  done  this  thing.  And 
now,  behold,  we  are  in  thine  hand:  as  it  seemeth  good  and  right 
unto  thee  to  do  unto  us,  do." 

And  so  did  he  unto  them,  and  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand 
of  the  children  of  Israel,  that  they  slew  them  not.  And  Joshua 
made  them  that  day  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for 
the  congregation,  and  for  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  even  unto  this 
day,  in  the  place  which  he  should  choose. 

The  Long  Days  Battle. 

Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  Adoni-zedec  king  of  Jerusalem 
had  heard  how  Joshua  had  taken  Ai,  and  had  utterly  destroyed 
it,  and  how  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeon  had  made  peace  with 
Israel,  and  were  among  them,  they  feared  greatly,  because  Gib- 
eon  was  a  great  city,  as  one  of  the  royal  cities,  and  because  it  was 
greater  than  Ai,  and  all  the  men  thereof  were  mighty.  Where- 
fore Adoni-zedec  king  of  Jerusalem  sent  unto  Hoham  king  of 
Hebron,  and  unto  Piram  king  of  Jarmuth,  and  unto  Japhia  king 
of  Lachish,  and  unto  Debir  king  of  Eglon,  saying,  "Come  up 
unto  me,  and  help  me,  that  we  may  smite  Gibeon:  for  it  hath 
made  peace  with  Joshua  and  with  the  children  of  Israel." 

Therefore  the  five  kings  of  the  Amorites,  the  king  of  Jerusa- 
lem, the  king  of  Hebron,  the  king  of  Jarmuth,  the  king  of  Lachish, 
the  king  of  Eglon,  gathered  themselves  together,  and  went  up, 
they  and  all  their  hosts,  and  encamped  before  Gibeon,  and  made 
war  against  it. 

And  the  men  of  Gibeon  sent  unto  Joshua  to  the  camp  to  Gil- 
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gal,  saying,  "Slack  not  thy  hand  from  thy  servants;  come  up  to 
us  quickly,  and  save  us,  and  help  us:  for  all  the  kings  of  the 
Amorites  that  dwell  in  the  mountains  are  gathered  together 
against  us." 

So  Joshua  ascended  from  Gilgal,  he,  and  all  the  people  of 
war  with  him,  and  all  the  mighty  men  of  valour.  And  the  Lord 
said  unto  Joshua, 

"Fear  them  not:  for  I  have  delivered  them  into  thine  hand; 
there  shall  not  a  man  of  them  stand  before  thee." 

Joshua  therefore  came  unto  them  suddenly,  and  went  up  from 
Gilgal  all  night.  And  the  Lord  discomfited  them  before  Israel, 
and  slew  them  with  a  great  slaughter  at  Gibeon,  and  chased 
them  along  the  way  that  goeth  up  to  Beth-horon,  and  smote 
them  to  Azekah,  and  unto  MakkedaL  And  it  came  to  pass,  as 
they  fled  from  before  Israel,  and  were  in  the  going  down  to  Betir 
horon,  that  the  Lord  cast  down  great  stones  from  heaven  upon 
them  unto  Azekah,  and  they  died:  they  were  more  which  died 
with  hailstones  than  they  whom  the  children  of  Israel  slew  with 
the  sword. 

Then  spoke  Joshua  to  the  Lord  in  the  day  when  the  Lord  de- 
livered up  the  Amorites  before  the  children  of  Israel,  and  he 
said  in  the  sight  of  Israel, 

"Sun,  stand  thou  still  upon  Gileon; 
And  thou,  Moon,  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon." 
And  the  sun  stood  still, 
And  the  moon  stayed, 
Until  the  people  had  avenged  themselves  upon  their  enemies. 

Is  not  this  written  in  the  book  of  Jasher?  So  the  sun  stood 
still  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  and  hastened  not  to  go  down  about 
a  whole  day.  And  there  was  no  day  like  that  before  it  or  after  it, 
that  the  Lord  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  a  man:  for  the  Lord 
fought  for  Israel. 

And  Joshua  returned,  and  all  Israel  with  him,  unto  the  camp 
to  Gilgal.  But  these  five  kings  fled,  and  hid  themselves  in  a  cave 
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at  Makkedak  And  it  was  told  Joshua,  saying,  'The  five  kings 
are  found  hid  in  a  cave  at  Makkedah/' 

And  Joshua  said,  "Roll  great  stones  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,  and  set  men  by  it  for  to  keep  them.  And  stay  ye  not,  but 
pursue  after  your  enemies,  and  smite  the  hindmost  of  them;  suf- 
fer them  not  to  enter  into  their  cities:  for  the  Lord  your  God 
hath  delivered  them  into  your  hand." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joshua  and  the  children  of  Israel 
had  made  an  end  of  slaying  them  with  a  very  great  slaughter, 
till  they  were  consumed,  that  the  rest  which  remained  of  them 
entered  into  fenced  cities.  And  all  the  people  returned  to  the 
camp  to  Joshua  at  Makkedah  in  peace:  none  moved  his  tongue 
against  any  of  the  children  of  Israel.  Then  said  Joshua, 

"Open  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  and  bring  out  those  five  kings 
unto  me  out  of  the  cave/' 

And  they  did  so,  and  brought  forth  those  five  kings  unto  him 
out  of  the  cave,  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  the  king  of  Hebron,  the 
king  of  Jarmuth,  the  king  of  Lachish,  and  the  king  of  Eglon.  And 
it  came  to  pass,  when  they  brought  out  those  kings  unto  Joshua, 
that  Joshua  called  for  all  the  men  of  Israel,  and  said  unto  the  cap- 
tains of  the  men  of  war  which  went  with  him, 

"Come  near,  put  your  feet  upon  the  necks  of  these  kings/' 

And  they  came  near,  and  put  their  feet  upon  the  necks  of  them. 
And  Joshua  said  unto  them, 

"Fear  not,  nor  be  dismayed,  be  strong  and  of  good  courage: 
for  thus  shall  the  Lord  do  to  all  your  enemies  against  whom  ye 
fight." 

And  afterward  Joshua  smote  them,  and  slew  them,  and  hanged 
them  on  five  trees:  and  they  were  hanging  upon  the  trees  until 
the  evening.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  going  down 
of  the  sun,  that  Joshua  commanded,  and  they  took  them  down 
off  the  trees,  and  cast  them  into  the  cave  wherein  they  had  been 
hid,  and  laid  great  stones  in  the  cave's  mouth,  which  remain  un- 
til this  very  day. 
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LIKE  GOOD  WINE  that  needs  no  lush,  the  Book  of  Judges  needs  no 
introduction.  Its  stories  and  characters  are  self-revealing  and  self-validat- 
ing. In  its  original  form  it  is  one  of  the  oldest  looks  in  the  BiMe,  put 
together  in  the  ninth  century  from  still  earlier  material,  with  the  Song 
of  Deborah  and  the  Fable  of  jotham  in  the  story  of  AUmelech  going 
lack  to  the  twelfth  century;  though  reworked  under  Deuteronomic  in- 
fluence in  the  sixth  century,  it  still  retains  the  lold  and  sinking  style- 
of  saga  literature. 
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The  Story  ofEkud 

A  ND  THE  CHILDREN  OF  ISRAEL  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
JL\.  and  served  Baalim.  And  they  forsook  the  Lord  God  of  their 
fathers,  which  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  fol- 
lowed other  gods,  of  the  gods  of  the  people  that  were  round 
about  them,  and  bowed  themselves  unto  them,  and  provoked 
the  Lord  to  anger.  And  they  forsook  the  Lord,  and  served  Baal 
and  Ashtaroth.  And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot  against  Israel, 
and  he  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  spoilers  that  spoiled 
them,  and  he  sold  them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  round 
about,  so  that  they  could  not  any  longer  stand  before  their  en- 
emies. Whithersoever  they  went  out,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
against  them  for  evil,  as  the  Lord  had  said,  and  as  the  Lord  had 
sworn  unto  them,  and  they  were  greatly  distressed. 

Nevertheless  the  Lord  raised  up  judges,  which  delivered 
them  out  of  the  hand  of  those  that  spoiled  them.  And  yet  they 
would  not  hearken  unto  their  judges,  but  they  went  a-whoring 
after  other  gods,  and  bowed  themselves  unto  them;  they  turned 
quickly  out  of  the  way  which  their  fathers  walked  in,  obeying 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord;  but  they  did  not  so.  And  when 
the  Lord  raised  them  up  judges,  then  the  Lord  was  with  the 
judge,  and  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies  all 
the  days  of  the  judge:  for  it  repented  the  Lord  because  of  their 
groanings  by  reason  of  them  that  oppressed  them  and  vexed 
them.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  judge  was  dead,  that  they 
returned,  and  corrupted  themselves  more  than  their  fathers,  in 
following  other  gods  to  serve  them,  and  to  bow  down  unto 
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them;  they  ceased  not  from  their  own  doings,  nor  from  their 
stubborn  way. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  again  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord:  and  the  Lord  strengthened  Eglon  the  king  of  Moab 
against  Israel,  because  they  had  done  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord.  And  he  gathered  unto  him  the  children  of  Ammon  and 
Amalek,  and  went  and  smote  Israel,  and  possessed  the  city  of 
palm  trees.  So  the  children  of  Israel  served  Eglon  the  king  of 
Moab  eighteen  years. 

But  when  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord,  the  Lord 
raised  them  up  a  deliverer,  Ehud  the  son  of  Gera,  a  Benjamite,  a 
man  lefthanded;  and  by  him  the  children  of  Israel  sent  a  present 
unto  Eglon  the  king  of  Moab.  But  Ehud  made  him  a  dagger  which 
had  two  edges,  of  a  cubit  length;  and  he  did  gird  it  under  his 
raiment  upon  his  right  thigh. 

And  he  brought  the  present  unto  Eglon  king  of  Moab:  and 
Eglon  was  a  very  fat  man.  And  when  he  had  made  an  end  to  ofier 
the  present,  he  sent  away  the  people  that  bore  the  present.  But 
he  himself  turned  again  from  the  quarries  that  were  by  Gilgal, 
and  said,  "I  have  a  secret  errand  unto  thee,  O  king":  who  said, 
"Keep  silence." 

And  all  that  stood  by  him  went  out  from  him.  And  Ehud 
came  unto  him;  and  he  was  sitting  in  a  summer  parlour,  which 
he  had  for  himself  alone.  And  Ehud  said, 

"I  have  a  message  from  God  unto  thee." 

And  he  arose  out  of  his  seat.  And  Ehud  put  forth  his  left 
hand,  and  took  the  dagger  from  his  right  thigh,  and  thrust  it 
into  his  belly;  and  the  haft  also  went  in  after  the  blade;  and  the 
fat  closed  upon  the  blade,  so  that  he  could  not  draw  the  dagger 
out  of  his  belly;  and  the  dirt  came  out.  Then  Ehud  went  forth 
through  the  porch,  and  shut  the  doors  of  the  parlour  upon  him, 
and  locked  them.  When  he  was  gone  out,  his  servants  came;  and 
when  they  saw  that,  behold,  the  doors  of  the  parlour  were 
locked,  they  said, 

"Surely  he  covereth  his  feet  in  his  summer  chamber." 

And  they  tarried  till  they  were  ashamed:  and,  behold,  he 
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opened  not  the  doors  of  the  parlour;  therefore  they  took  a  key, 
and  opened  them:  and,  behold,  their  lord  was  fallen  down  dead 
on  the  earth. 

And  Ehud  escaped  while  they  tarried,  and  passed  beyond  the 
quarries,  and  escaped  unto'Seirath.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
he  was  come,  that  he  blew  a  trumpet  in  the  mountain  of  Eph- 
raim,  and  the  children  of  Israel  went  down  with  him  from  the 
mount,  and  he  before  them.  And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Follow  after  me:  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered  your  enemies 
the  Moabites  into  your  hand." 

And  they  went  down  after  him,  and  took  the  fords  of  Jordan 
toward  Moab,  and  suffered  not  a  man  to  pass  over.  And  they 
slew  of  Moab  at  that  time  about  ten  thousand  men,  all  lusty, 
and  all  men  of  valour;  and  there  escaped  not  a  man.  So  Moab 
was  subdued  that  day  under  the  hand  of  Israel.  And  the  land 
had  rest  fourscore  years. 

The  Story  ofDclorak 

And  the  children  of  Israel  again  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  when  Ehud  was  dead.  And  the  Lord  sold  them  into  the 
hand  of  Jabm  king  of  Canaan,  that  reigned  in  Hazor;  the  captain 
of  whose  host  was  Sisera,  which  dwelt  inHarosheth  of  the  Gen- 
tiles.  And  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord:  for  he 
had  nine  hundred  chariots  of  iron;  and  twenty  years  he  mightily 
oppressed  the  children  of  Israel. 

And  Deborah,  a  prophetess,  the  wife  of  Lapidoth,  she  judged 
Israel  at  that  time.  And  she  dwelt  under  the  palm  tree  of  Deb- 
orah between  Ramah  and  Beth-el,  in  Mount  Ephraim;  ,and  the 
children  of  Israel  came  up  to  her  for  judgment.  And  she  sent  and 
called  Barak  the  son  of  Abinoam  out  of  Kedesh-naphtali,  and 
said  unto  him, 

"Hath  not  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  commanded,  saying,  'Go 
and  draw  toward  Mount  Tabor,  and  take  with  thee  ten  thou- 
sand men  of  the  children  of  Naphtali  and  of  the  children  of 
Zebulun?  And  I  will  draw  unto  thee  to  the  river  Kishon  Sisera, 
the  captain  of  Jabin's  army,  with  his  chariots  and  his  multitude; 
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and  I  will  deliver  him  into  thine  hand/"  And  Barak  said  unto 
her, 

"If  thou  wilt  go  with  me,  then  I  will  go:  but  if  thou  wilt  not 
go  with  me,  then  I  will  not  go." 

And  she  said,  "I  will  surely  go  with  thee;  notwithstanding 
the  journey  that  thou  takest  shall  not  be  for  thine  honour;  for 
the  Lord  shall  sell  Sisera  into  the  hand  of  a  woman. " 

And  Deborah  arose,  and  went  with  Barak  to  Kedesh.  And 
Barak  called  Zebulun  and  Naphtali  to  Kedesh;  and  he  went  up 
with  ten  thousand  men  at  his  feet:  and  Deborah  went  up  with 
him. 

Now  Heber  the  Kenite,  which  was  of  the  children  of  Hobab 
the  father-in-law  of  Moses,  had  severed  himself  from  the  Kenites, 
and  pitched  his  tent  unto  the  plain  of  Zaanaim,  which  is  by 
Kedesh. 

And  they  showed  Sisera  that  Barak  the  son  of  Abinoam  was 
gone  up  to  Mount  Tabor,  And  Sisera  gathered  together  all  his 
chariots,  even  nine  hundred  chariots  of  iron,  and  all  the  people 
that  were  with  him,  from  Harosheth  of  the  Gentiles  unto  the 
river  of  Kishon. 

And  Deborah  said  unto  Barak,  "Up;  for  this  is  the  day  in 
which  the  Lord  hath  delivered  Sisera  into  thine  hand:  is  not  the 
Lord  gone  out  before  thee?" 

So  Barak  went  down  from  Mount  Tabor,  and  ten  thousand 
men  after  him.  And  the  Lord  discomfited  Sisera,  and  all  his 
chariots,  and  all  his  host,  with  the  edge  of  the  sword  before 
Barak;  so  that  Sisera  lighted  down  off  his  chariot,  and  fled  away 
on  his  feet.  But  Barak  pursued  after  the  chariots,  and  after  the 
host,  unto  Harosheth  of  the  Gentiles:  and  all  the  host  of  Sisera 
fell  upon  the  edge  of  the  sword;  and  there  was  not  a  man  left, 
Howbeit  Sisera  fled  away  on  his  feet  to  the  tent  of  Jael  the  wife 
of  Heber  the  Kenite:  for  there  was  peace  bet  ween  Jabin  the  king 
of  Hazor  and  the  house  of  Heber  the  Kenite.  And  Jael  went  out 
to  meet  Sisera,  and  said  unto  him, 

'Turn  in,  my  lord,  turn  in  to  me;  fear  not/' 
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And  when  lie  had  turned  in  unto  her  into  the  tent,  she  covered 
him  with  a  mantle.  And  he  said  unto  her, 

"Give  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  little  water  to  drink;  for  I  am  thirsty. " 

And  she  opened  a  bottle  of  milk,  and  gave  him  drink,  and 
covered  him.  Again  he  said  unto  her, 

"Stand  in  the  door  of  the  tent,  and  it  shall  be,  when  any  man 
doth  come  and  enquire  of  thee,  and  say,  Is  there  any  man  here?' 
that  thou  shalt  say,  'No/" 

Then  Jael  Heber's  wife  took  a  nail  of  the  tent,  and  took  a 
hammer  in  her  hand,  and  went  softly  unto  him,  and  smote  the 
nail  into  his  temples,  and  fastened  it  into  the  ground;  for  he  was 
fast  asleep  and  weary.  So  he  died. 

And,  behold,  as  Barak  pursued  Sisera,  Jael  came  out  to  meet 
him,  and  said  unto  him, 

"Come,  and  I  will  show  thee  the  man  whom  thou  seekest." 

And  when  he  came  into  her  tent,  behold,  Sisera  lay  dead,  and 
the  nail  was  in  his  temples. 

So  God  subdued  on  that  day  Jabin  the  king  of  Canaan  before 
the  children  of  Israel.  And  the  hand  of  the  children  of  Israel  pros' 
pered,  and  prevailed  against  Jabin  the  king  of  Canaan,  until 
they  had  destroyed  Jabin  king  of  Canaan. 

The  Song  of  Ucborak 

Then  sang  Deborah  and  Barak  the  son  of  Abinoam  on  that 
day,  saying, 

"Praise  ye  the  Lord  for  the  avenging  of  Israel, 
When  the  people  willingly  offered  themselves. 
Hear,  0  ye  kings;  give  ear,  0  ye  princes; 
I,  even  I,  will  sing  unto  the  Lord; 
I  will  sing  f  raise  to  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 

Lord,  when  thou  wentest  oiit  of  Seir, 
When  thou  warchedst  out  of  the  ji-eld  of  Edow, 
The  earth  trewHed,  and  the  heavens  dropped, 
The  clouds  also  dropped  water. 
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The  mountains  melted  from  before  the  Lord, 

Even  that  Sinai  from  before  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

In  the  days  of  Shamgar  the  son  of  Anath, 

In  the  days  of  Jael,  the  highways  were  unoccupied, 

And  the  travellers  walked  through  byways. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  villages  ceased,  they  ceased  in  Israel, 

Until  that  I  Deborah  arose, 

That  I  arose  a  mother  in  Israel.  They  chose  new  gods; 

Then  was  ivar  in  the  gates: 

Was  there  a  shield  or  spear  seen 

Among  forty  thousand  in  Israel? 

My  heart  is  toward  the  governors  of  Israel, 

That  offered  themselves  willingly  among  the  people. 

Bless  ye  the  Lord. 

Speak,  ye  that  ride  on  white  asses, 

Ye  that  sit  in  judgment,  and  walk  l>y  the  way. 

They  that  are  delivered  from  the  noise  of  archers 

In  the  places  of  drawing  water, 

There  shall  they  rehearse  the  righteous  a&$  of  the  Lord, 

Even  the  righteous  a£ts  toward  the  inhabitants  of  his  villages 

in  Israel: 
Then  shall  the  people  of  the  Lord  go  down  to  the  gates. 

Awake,  awake,  Deborah: 

Awake,  aivake,  utter  a  song: 

Arise,  Barak,  and  lead  thy  captivity  captive,  thoii  son  of 

Abinoam. 

Out  ofEphraim  was  there  a  root  of  them  against  Amalek; 
After  thee3  Benjamin,  among  thy  people; 
Out  of  Jyiachir  came  down  governors, 

And  out  of  Zebulun  they  that  handle  the  pen  of  the  writer. 
And  the  princes  oflssachar  were  with  Deborah; 
Even  Issachar,  and  also  Barak; 
He  was  sent  on  foot  into  the  valley. 
For  the  divisions  o/Reufcew 
There  were  great  thoughts  of  heart. 
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Why  abodest  thou  among  the  sheep/olds, 

To  hear  the  Heatings  of  the  /locks? 

For  the  divisions  o/ Reuben 

There  were  great  searchings  of  heart* 

Gilead  abode  beyond  Jordan: 

And  why  did  Dan  remain  in  ships? 

Asher  continued  on  the  sea  shore, 

And  abode  in  his  breaches. 

Zebulun  and  T^aphtali  were  a  people  that  jeoparded  their 

lives  unto  the  death 
In  the  high  places  of  the  field. 

The  Icings  came  and  /ought, 

Then  /ought  the  kings  of  Canaan 

In  Taanach  by  the  waters  o/Megiddo; 

They  took  no  gain  of  money. 

They  /ought  from  heaven; 

The  stars  in  their  courses  /ought  against  Sisera. 

The  river  of  fGshon  swept  them  away, 

That  ancient  river,  the  river  Kishon. 

O  my  soul,  thou  hast  trodden  down  strength. 

Then  were  the  horsehoo/s  Broken 

By  the  means  of  the  prancings,  the  prancings  of  their  mighty  ones. 

'Curse  ye  Mero£/  said  the  angel  of  the  Lord, 
'Curse  ye  bitterly  the  inhabitants  thereof; 
Because  they  came  not  to  the  help  of  the  Lord, 
To  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty.  * 

Blessed  above  women  shall  Jael  be, 

The  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite, 

Blessed  shall  she  be  above  women  in  the  tent. 

He  asked  water,  and  she  gave  him  milk; 

She  broxtght  forth  butter  in  a  lordly  dish. 

She  put  her  hand  to  the  nail, 

And  her  right  hand  to  the  workmen's  hammer; 
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And  witli'  the  hammer  she  smote  Sisera,  she,  smote  off  his 

head, 

When  she  had  pierced  and  stricken  through  his  temples. 
At  her  feet  he  lowed,  he  fell,  he  lay  down: 
At  her  feet  he  lowed,  he  fell: 
Where  lie  "bowed,  there  he  fell  down  dead. 

The  mother  of  Sisera  looked  out  at  a  window, 
And  cried  through  the  lattice, 
'Why  is  his  chariot  so  long  in  coming? 
Why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariots?' 
Her  wise  ladies  answered  her, 
Yea,  she  returned  answer  to  herself, 
'Have  they  not  sped?  have  they  not  divided  the  prey; 
To  every  man  a  damsel  or  two; 
To  Sisera  a  prey  of  divers  colours, 
A  prey  of  divers  colours  of  needlework, 
Of  divers  colours  of  needlework  on  hoth  sides 3meet  for  the 
necks  of  them  that  take  the  spoil?' 

So  let  all  thine  enemies  perish,  0  Lord: 
But  let  them  that  love  him  he  as  the  sun  when  he  goeth  forth 
in  his  might. " 

Tfoe  Story  of  Gideon 

And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord: 
and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Midian  seven 
years.  And  the  hand  of  Midian  prevailed  against  Israel:  and  be- 
cause of  the  Midianites  the  children  of  Israel  made  them  the  dens 
which  are  in  the  mountains,  and  caves,  and  strong  holds.  And  so 
it  was,  when  Israel  had  sown,  that  the  Midianites  came  up,  and 
the  Amalekites,  and  the  children  of  the  east,  even  they  came  up 
against  them;  and  they  encamped  against  them,  and  destroyed 
the  increase  of  the  earth,  till  thou  come  unto  Gaza,  and  left  no 
sustenance  for  Israel,  neither  sheep,  nor  ox,  nor  ass.  For  they 
came  up  with  their  cattle  and  their  tents,  and  they  came  as  grass" 
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hoppers  for  multitude;  for  both  they  and  their  camels  were  with- 
out number.  And  they  entered  into  the  land  to  destroy  it. 

And  there  came  an  angel  of  the  Lord,  and  sat  under  an  oak 
which  was  in  Ophrah,  that  pertained  unto  Joash  the  Abi-ezrite: 
and  his  son  Gideon  threshed  wheat  by  the  winepress,  to  hide 
it  from  the  Midianites.  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto 
him,  and  said  unto  him,  "The  Lord  is  with  thee,  thou  mighty 
man  of  valour." 

And  Gideon  said  unto  him,  "Oh  my  Lord,  if  the  Lord  be  with 
us,  why  then  is  all  this  befallen  us?  and  where  be  all  his  miracles 
which  our  fathers  told  us  of,  saying,  'Did  not  the  Lord  bring  us 
up  from  Egypt?'  but  now  the  Lord  hath  forsaken  us,  and  de- 
livered us  into  the  hands  of  the  Midianites/' 

And  the  Lord  looked  upon  him,  and  said,  "Go  in  this  thy 
might,  and  thou  shalt  save  Israel  from  the  hand  of  the  Midianites: 
have  not  I  sent  thee?" 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "Oh  my  Lord,  wherewith  shall  I  save 
Israel?  behold,  my  family  is  poor  in  Manasseh,  and  I  am  the  least 
in  my  father's  house." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Surely  I  will  be  with  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  smite  the  Midianites  as  one  man." 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "If  now  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight, 
then  show  me  a  sign  that  thou  talkest  with  me.  Depart  not 
hence,  I  pray  thee,  until  I  come  unto  thee,  and  bring  forth  my 
present,  and  set  it  before  thee." 

And  he  said,  "I  will  tarry  until  thou  come  again." 

And  Gideon  went  in,  and  made  ready  a  kid,  and  unleavened 
cakes  of  an  ephah  of  flour:  the  flesh  he  put  in  a  basket,  and  he  put 
the  broth  in  a  pot,  and  brought  it  out  unto  him  under  the  oak, 
and  presented  it.  And  the  angel  of  God  said  unto  him, 

"Take  the  flesh  and  the  unleavened  cakes,  and  lay  them  upon 
this  rock,  and  pour  out  the  broth."  And  he  did  so. 

Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord  put  forth  the  end  of  the  staff  that 
was  in  his  hand,  and  touched  the  flesh  and  the  unleavened  cakes; 
and  there  rose  up  fire  out  of  the  rock,  and  consumed  the  flesh 
and  the  unleavened  cakes.  Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord  departed 
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out  of  his  sight.  And  when  Gideon  perceived  that  he  was  an 
angel  of  the  Lord,  Gideon  said,  "Alas,  O  Lord  God!  for  be- 
cause I  have  seen  an  angel  of  the  Lord  face  to  face." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Peace  be  unto  thee;  fear  not: 
thou  shalt  not  die." 

Then  Gideon  built  an  altar  there  unto  the  Lord,  and  called 
it  Jehovah-shalom:  unto  this  day  it  is  yet  in  Ophrah  of  the  Abi- 
ezrites.  And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  night  that  the  Lord  said 
unto  him, 

"Take  thy  father's  young  bullock,  even  the  second  bullock  of 
seven  years  old,  and  throw  down  the  altar  of  Baal  that  thy 
father  hath,  and  cut  down  the  grove  that  is  by  it:  and  build  an 
altar  unto  the  Lord  thy  God  upon  the  top  of  this  rock,  in  the 
ordered  place,  and  take  the  second  bullock,  and  offer  a  burnt 
sacrifice  with  the  wood  of  the  grove  which  thou  shalt  cut  down." 

Then  Gideon  took  ten  men  of  his  servants,  and  did  as  the  Lord 
had  said  unto  him:  and  so  it  was,  because  he  feared  his  father's 
household,  and  the  men  of  the  city,  that  he  could  not  do  it  by 
day,  that  he  did  it  by  night.  And  when  the  men  of  the  city  arose 
early  in  the  morning,  behold,  the  altar  of  Baal  was  cast  down, 
and  the  grove  was  cut  down  that  was  by  it,  and  the  second 
bullock  was  offered  upon  the  altar  that  was  built.  And  they 
said  one  to  another,  "Who  hath  done  this  thing?" 

And  when  they  enquired  and  asked,  they  said,  "Gideon  the 
son  of  Joash  hath  done  this  thing." 

Then  the  men  of  the  city  said  unto  Joash,  "Bring  out  thy  son, 
that  he  may  die:  because  he  hath  cast  down  the  altar  of  Baal, 
and  because  he  hath  cut  down  the  grove  that  was  by  it." 

And  Joash  said  unto  all  that  stood  against  him,  "Will  ye  plead 
for  Baal?  will  ye  save  him?  he  that  will  plead  for  him,  let  him  be 
put  to  death  whilst  it  is  yet  morning:  if  he  be  a  god,  let  him 
plead  for  himself,  because  one  hath  cast  down  his  altar." 

Therefore  on  that  day  he  called  him  Jerubbaal,  saying,  "Let 
Baal  plead  against  him,  because  he  hath  thrown  down  his  altar." 

Then  all  the  Midianites  and  the  Amalekites  and  the  children 
of  the  east  were  gathered  together,  and  went  over,  and  pitched 
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in  the  valley  of  Jezreel  But  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon 
Gideon,  and  he  blew  a  trumpet;  and  Abi-ezer  was  gathered 
after  him.  And  he  sent  messengers  throughout  all  Manasseh; 
who  also  was  gathered  after  him:  and  he  sent  messengers  unto 
Asher,  and  unto  Zebulun,  and  unto  Naphtali;  and  they  came  up 
to  meet  them.  And  Gideon  said  unto  God, 

"If  thou  wilt  save  Israel  by  mine  hand,  as  thou  hast  said,  be- 
hold, I  will  put  a  fleece  of  wool  in  the  floor;  and  if  the  dew  be  on 
the  fleece  only,  and  it  be  dry  upon  all  the  earth  beside,  then  shall 
I  know  that  thou  wilt  save  Israel  by  mine  hand,  as  thou  hast 
said/'  And  it  was  so:  for  he  rose  up  early  on  the  morrow,  and 
thrust  the  fleece  together,  and  wrung  the  dew  out  of  the  fleece, 
a  bowl  full  of  water. 

And  Gideon  said  unto  God,  "Let  not  thine  anger  be  hot 
against  me,  and  I  will  speak  but  this  once:  let  me  prove,  I  pray 
thee,  but  this  once  with  the  fleece;  let  it  now  be  dry  only  upon 
the  fleece,  and  upon  all  the  ground  let  there  be  dew." 

And  God  did  so  that  night:  for  it  was  dry  upon  the  fleece 
only,  and  there  was  dew  on  all  the  ground. 

Thenjerubbaal,  who  is  Gideon,  and  all  the  people  that  were 
with  him,  rose  up  early,  and  pitched  beside  the  well  of  Harod; 
so  that  the  host  of  the  Midianites  were  on  the  north  side  of 
them,  by  the  hill  of  Moreh,  in  the  valley.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Gideon, 

"The  people  that  are  with  thee  are  too  many  for  me  to  give 
the  Midianites  into  their  hands,  lest  Israel  vaunt  themselves 
against  me,  saying,  'Mine  own  hand  hath  saved  me/  Now  there- 
fore go  to,  proclaim  in  the  ears  of  the  people,  saying,  'Whoso- 
ever is  fearful  and  afraid,  let  him  return  and  depart  early  from 
Mount  Gilead/" 

And  there  returned  of  the  people  twenty  and  two  thousand; 
and  there  remained  ten  thousand.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Gid- 
eon, 

"The  people  are  yet  too  many;  bring  them  down  unto  the 
water,  and  I  will  try  them  for  thee  there:  and  it  shall  be,  that  of 
whom  I  say  unto  thee,  This  shall  go  with  thee/  the  same  shall 
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go  with  th.ee;  and  of  whomsoever  I  say  unto  thee,  'This  shall 
not  go  with  thee/  the  same  shall  not  go." 

So  he  brought  down  the  people  unto  the  water:  and  the  Lord 
said  unto  Gideon,  "Every  one  that  lappeth  of  the  water  with 
his  tongue,  as  a  dog  lappeth,  him  shalt  thou  set  by  himself;  like- 
wise every  one  that  boweth  down  upon  his  knees  to  drink." 

And  the  number  of  them  that  lapped,  putting  their  hand  to 
their  mouth,  were  three  hundred  men  but  all  the  rest  of  the 
people  bowed  down  upon  their  knees  to  drink  water.  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  Gideon, 

"By  the  three  hundred  men  that  lapped  will  I  save  you,  and 
deliver  the  Midianites  into  thine  hand:  and  let  all  the  other  peo- 
ple go  every  man  unto  his  place." 

So  the  people  took  victuals  in  their  hand,  and  their  trumpets: 
and  he  sent  all  the  rest  of  Israel  every  man  unto  his  tent,  and  re- 
tained those  three  hundred  men:  and  the  host  of  Midian  was  be- 
neath him  in  the  valley. 

And  it  came  to  pass  the  same  night,  that  the  Lord  said  unto 
him,  "Arise,  get  thee  down  unto  the  host;  for  I  have  delivered  it 
into  thine  hand.  But  if  thou  fear  to  go  down,  go  thou  with 
Phurah  thy  servant  down  to  the  host:  and  thou  shalt  hear  what 
they  say;  and  afterward  shall  thine  hands  be  strengthened  to  go 
down  unto  the  host." 

Then  went  he  down  with  Phurah  his  servant  unto  the  outside 
of  the  armed  men  that  were  in  the  host.  And  the  Midianites  and 
the  Amalekites  and  all  the  children  of  the  east  lay  along  in  the 
valley  like  grasshoppers  for  multitude;  and  their  camels  were 
without  number,  as  the  sand  by  the  sea  side  for  multitude.  And 
when  Gideon  was  come,  behold,  there  was  a  man  that  told  a 
dream  unto  his  fellow,  and  said, 

"Behold,  I  dreamed  a  dream,  and,  lo,  a  cake  of  barley  bread 
tumbled  into  the  host  of  Midian,  and  came  unto  a  tent,  and 
smote  it  that  it  fell,  and  overturned  it,  that  the  tent  lay  along." 

And  his  fellow  answered  and  said, 

"This  is  nothing  else  save  the  sword  of  Gideon  the  son  of 
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Joash,  a  man  of  Israel:  for  into  his  Hand  hath  God  delivered 
Midian,  and  all  the  host." 

And  it  was  so,  when  Gideon  heard  the  telling  of  the  dream, 
and  the  interpretation  thereof,  that  he  worshipped,  and  re- 
turned into  the  host  of  Israel,  and  said,  "Arise;  for  the  Lord 
hath  delivered  into  your  hand  the  host  of  Midian." 

And  he  divided  the  three  hundred  men  into  three  companies, 
and  he  put  a  trumpet  in  every  man's  hand,  with  empty  pitchers, 
and  lamps  within  the  pitchers.  And  he  said  unto  them,  "Look  on 
me,  and  do  likewise:  and,  behold,  when  I  come  to  the  outside  of 
the  camp,  it  shall  be  that,  as  I  do,  so  shall  ye  do.  When  I  blow 
with  a  trumpet,  I  and  all  that  are  with  me,  then  blow  ye  the 
trumpets  also  on  every  side  of  all  the  camp,  and  say,  'The  sword 
of  the  Lord,  and  of  Gideon/" 

So  Gideon,  and  the  hundred  men  that  were  with  him,  came 
unto  the  outside  of  the  camp  in  the  beginning  of  the  middle 
watch;  and  they  had  but  newly  set  the  watch:  and  they  blew 
the  trumpets,  and  broke  the  pitchers  that  were  in  their  hands. 
And  the  three  companies  blew  the  trumpets,  and  broke  the 
pitchers,  and  held  the  lamps  in  their  left  hands,  and  the  trumpets 
in  their  right  hands  to  blow  withal:  and  they  cried,  "The  sword 
of  the  Lord,  and  of  Gideon." 

And  they  stood  every  man  in  his  place  round  about  the  camp 
and  all  the  host  ran,  and  cried,  and  fled.  And  the  three  hundred 
blew  the  trumpets,  and  the  Lord  set  every  man's  sword  against 
his  fellow,  even  throughout  all  the  host:  and  the  host  fled  to 
Bettrshittah  in  Zererath,  and  to  the  border  of  Abel-meholah, 
unto  Tabbath,  And  the  men  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  to- 
gether out  of  Naphtali,  and  out  of  Asher,  and  out  of  all  Manasseh, 
and  pursued  after  the  Midianites. 

And  Gideon  sent  messengers  throughout  all  Mount  Ephraim, 
saying,  "Come  down  against  the  Midianites,  and  take  before 
them  the  waters  unto  Beth-barah  and  Jordan/' 

Then  all  the  men  of  Ephraim  gathered  themselves  together, 
and  took  the  waters  unto  Beth-barah  and  Jordan.  And  they  took 
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two  princes  of  the  Midianites,  Oreb  and  Zeeb;  and  they  slew 
Oreb  upon  the  rock  Oreb,  and  Zeeb  they  slew  at  the  winepress 
of  Zeeb,  and  pursued  Midian,  and  brought  the  heads  of  Oreb 
and  Zeeb  to  Gideon  on  the  other  side  Jordan. 

And  the  men  of  Ephraim  said  unto  him,  "Why  hast  thou 
served  us  thus,  that  thou  calledst  us  not,  when  thou  wentest  to 
fight  with  the  Midianites?"  And  they  did  chide  with  him  sharply. 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "What  have  I  done  now  in  compari- 
son of  you?  Is  not  the  gleaning  of  the  grapes  of  Ephraim  better 
than  the  vintage  of  Abrezer?  God  hath  delivered  into  your 
hands  the  princes  of  Midian,  Oreb  and  Zeeb:  and  what  was  I 
able  to  do  in  comparison  of  you?"  Then  their  anger  was  abated 
toward  him,  when  he  had  said  that.  And  Gideon  came  to  Jordan, 
and  passed  over,  he,  and  the  three  hundred  men  that  were  with 
him,  faint,  yet  pursuing  them.  And  he  said  unto  the  men  of 
Succoth,  "Give,  I  pray  you,  loaves  of  bread  unto  the  people  that 
follow  me;  for  they  be  faint,  and  I  am  pursuing  after  Zebah  and 
Zalmunna,  kings  of  Midian. w 

And  the  princes  of  Succoth  said,  "Are  the  hands  of  Zebah 
and  Zalmunna  now  in  thine  hand,  that  we  should  give  bread 
unto  thine  army?" 

And  Gideon  said,  "Therefore  when  the  Lord  hath  delivered 
Zebah  and  Zalmunna  into  mine  hand,  then  I  will  tear  your  flesh 
with  the  thorns  of  the  wilderness  and  with  briers." 

And  he  went  up  thence  to  Penuel,  and  spoke  unto  them  like- 
wise and  the  men  of  Penuel  answered  him  as  the  men  of  Succoth 
had  answered  him.  And  he  spoke  also  unto  the  men  of  Penuel, 
saying,  "When  I  come  again  in  peace,  I  will  break  down  this 
tower." 

Now  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  were  in  Karkor,  and  their  hosts 
with  them,  about  fifteen  thousand  men,  all  that  were  left  of  all 
the  hosts  of  the  children  of  the  east;  for  there  fell  a  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  men  that  drew  sword.  And  Gideon  went 
up  by  the  way  of  them  that  dwelt  in  tents  on  the  east  of  Nobah 
and  Jogbehah,  and  smote  the  host;  for  the  host  was  secure.  And 
when  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  fled,  he  pursued  after  them,  and  took 
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the  two  kings  of  Midian,  Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  and  discomfited 
all  the  host. 

And  Gideon  the  son  of  Joash  returned  from  battle  before  the 
sun  was  up,  and  caught  a  young  man  of  the  men  of  Succoth,  and 
enquired  of  him;  and  he  described  unto  him  the  princes  of  Sue- 
coth,  and  the  elders  thereof,  even  threescore  and  seventeen  men. 
And  he  came  unto  the  men  of  Succoth,  and  said,  "Behold,  Zebah 
and  Zalmunna,  with  whom  ye  did  upbraid  me,  saying,  'Are  the 
hands  of  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  now  in  thine  hand,  that  we 
should  give  bread  unto  thy  men  that  are  weary?"1 

And  he  took  the  elders  of  the  city,  and  thorns  of  the  wilder- 
ness and  briers,  and  with  them  he  taught  the  men  of  Succotk 
And  he  beat  down  the  tower  of  Penuel,  and  slew  the  men  of  fhe 
city.  Then  said  he  unto  Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  "What  manner  of 
men  were  they  whom  ye  slew  at  Tabor?" 

And  they  answered,  "As  thou  art,  so  were  they;  each  one  re- 
sembled the  children  of  a  king." 

And  he  said,  "They  were  my  brethren,  even  the  sons  of  my 
mother:  as  the  Lord  liveth,  if  ye  had  saved  them  alive,  I  would 
not  slay  you/' 

And  he  said  unto  Jether  his  firstborn,  "Up,  and  slay  them!" 
But  the  youth  drew  not  his  sword:  for  he  feared,  because  he  was 
yet  a  youth. 

Then  Zebah  and  Zalmunna  said,  "Rise  thou,  and  fall  upon  us: 
for  as  the  man  is,  so  is  his  strength." 

And  Gideon  arose,  and  slew  Zebah  and  Zalmunna,  and  took 
away  the  ornaments  that  were  on  their  camels'  necks. 

Then  the  men  of  Israel  said  unto  Gideon,  "Rule  thou  over  us, 
both  thou,  and  thy  son,  and  thy  son's  son  also:  for  thou  hast  de- 
livered us  from  the  hand  of  Midian."  And  Gideon  said  unto 
them,  "I  will  not  rule  over  you,  neither  shall  my  son  rule  over 
you:  the  Lord  shall  rule  over  you." 

And  Gideon  said  unto  them,  "I  would  desire  a  request  of  you, 
that  ye  would  give  me  every  man  the  earrings  of  his  prey."  (For 
they  had  golden  earrings,  because  they  were  Ishmaelites.)  And 
they  answered,  "We  will  willingly  give  them." 
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And  they  spread  a  garment,  and  did  cast  therein  every  man 
the  earrings  of  his  prey.  And  the  weight  of  the  golden  earrings 
that  he  requested  was  a  thousand  and  seven  hundred  shekels  of 
gold;  beside  ornaments,  and  collars,  and  purple  raiment  that 
was  on  the  kings  of  Midian,  and  beside  the  chains  that  were 
about  their  camels'  necks.  And  Gideon  made  an  ephod  thereof, 
and  put  it  in  his  city,  even  in  Ophrah,  and  all  Israel  went  thither 
a-whoring  after  it:  which  thing  became  a  snare  unto  Gideon, 
and  to  his  house, 

Thus  was  Midian  subdued  before  the  children  of  Israel,  so 
that  they  lifted  up  their  heads  no  more.  And  the  country  was  in 
quietness  forty  years  in  the  days  of  Gideon. 

And  Gideon  had  threescore  and  ten  sons  of  his  body  begotten: 
for  he  had  many  wives.  And  his  concubine  that  was  in  Shechem, 
she  also  bore  him  a  son,  whose  name  he  called  Abimelech.  And 
Gideon  the  son  of  Joash  died  in  a  good  old  age,  and  was  buried 
in  the  sepulchre  of  Joash  his  father,  in  Ophrah  of  the  Abrezrites. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  Gideon  was  dead,  that  the 
children  of  Israel  turned  again,  and  went  a-whoring  after  Baalim, 
and  made  Baal-berith  their  god.  And  the  children  of  Israel  re- 
membered not  the  Lord  their  God,  who  had  delivered  them  out 
of  the  hands  of  all  their  enemies  on  every  side:  neither  showed 
they  kindness  to  the  house  of  Jerubbaal,  namely,  Gideon,  ac- 
cording to  all  the  goodness  which  he  had  showed  unto  Israel 


Story  of  AKweleck 

And  Abimelech  the  son  of  Jerubbaal  went  to  Shechem  unto 
his  mother's  brethren,  and  communed  with  them,  and  with  all 
the  family  of  the  house  of  his  mother's  father,  saying, 

"Speak,  I  pray  you,  in  the  ears  of  all  the  men  of  Shechem,, 
'Whether  is  better  for  you,  either  that  all  the  sons  of  Jerubbaal, 
which  are  threescore  and  ten  persons,  reign  over  you,  or  that 
one  reign  over  you?'  remember  also  that  I  am  your  bone  and 
your  flesh/' 

And  his  mother's  brethren  spoke  of  him  in  the  ears  of  all  the 
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men  of  Shechem  all  these  words:  and  their  hearts  inclined  to 
follow  ALimelech;  for  they  said,  "He  is  our  brother."  And  they 
gave  him  threescore  and  ten  pieces  of  silver  out  of  the  house  of 
Baal^berith,  wherewith  Abimelech  hired  vain  and  light  persons, 
which  followed  him.  And  he  went  unto  his  father's  house  at 
Ophrah,  and  slew  his  brethren  the  sons  of  Jerubbaal,  being  three- 
score and  ten  persons,  upon  one  stone:  notwithstanding  yet 
Jotham  the  youngest  son  of  Jerubbaal  was  left;  for  he  hid  him- 
self. And  all  the  men  of  Shechem  gathered  together,  and  all  the 
house  of  Millo,  and  went,  and  made  Abimelech  king,  by  the 
plain  of  the  pillar  that  was  in  Shechem. 

And  when  they  told  it  to  Jotham,  he  went  and  stood  in  the 
top  of  Mount  Gerizim,  and  lifted  up  his  voice,  and  cried,  and 
said  unto  them, 

"Hearken  unto  me,  ye  men  of  Shechem,  that  God  may  hearken 
unto  you. 

"The  trees  went  forth  on  a  time 
To  anoint  a  king  over  them; 
And  they  said  unto  the  olive  tree, 
'Reign  thou  over  us. ' 
But  the  olive  tree  said  unto  them, 
'Should  I  leave  my  fatness, 
Wherewith  Ivy  me  they  honour  God  and  man, 
And  go  to  le  -promoted  over  the  trees?' 

And  the  trees  said  to  the  jig  tree, 
'Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us/ 
But  the  jig  tree  said  unto  them, 
'Should  1  forsake  my  sweetness, 
And  my  good  fruit, 
And  go  to  le  promoted  over  the  trees?' 

Then  said  the  trees  unto  the  vine, 
'Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us,3 
And  the  vine  said  unto  them, 
'Should  I  leave  my  wine, 
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Which  cheereth  God  and  man, 

And,  go  to  Toe  promoted  over  the  trees?3 

Then  said  all  the  trees  unto  the  "bramble, 
'Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us. ' 
And  the  bramble  said  unto  the  trees, 
'If  in  truth  ye  anoint 
Me  Icing. over  you, 

Come  and  jput  your  trust  in  my  shadow: 
And  if  not,  let  fire  come  out  of  the  bramble, 
And  devour  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. ' 

"Now  therefore,  if  ye  have  done  truly  and  sincerely,  in  that 
ye  have  made  Abimelech  king,  and  if  ye  have  dealt  well  with 
Jerubbaal  and  his  house,  and  have  done  unto  him  according  to 
the  deserving  of  his  hands  (for  my  father  fought  for  you,  and 
adventured  his  life  far,  and  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of 
Midian:  and  ye  are  risen  up  against  my  father's  house  this  day, 
and  have  slam  his  sons,  threescore  and  ten  persons,  upon  one 
stone,  and  have  made  Abimelech,  the  son  of  his  maidservant, 
king  over  the  men  of  Shechem,  because  he  is  your  brother) ;  if  ye 
then  have  dealt  truly  and  sincerely  with  Jerubbaal  and  with  his 
house  this  day,  then  rejoice  ye  in  Abimelech,  and  let  him  also 
rejoice  in  you:  but  if  not,  let  fire  come  out  from  Abimelech,  and 
devour  the  men  of  Shechem,  and  the  house  of  Millo;  and  let  fire 
come  out  from  the  men  of  Shechem,  and  from  the  house  of  Millo, 
and  devour  Abimelech." 

And  Jotham  ran  away,  and  fled,  and  went  to  Beer,  and  dwelt 
there,  for  fear  of  Abimelech  his  brother. 

When  Abimelech  had  reigned  three  years  over  Israel,  then 
God  sent  an  evil  spirit  between  Abimelech  and  the  men  of 
Shechem;  and  the  men  of  Shechem  dealt  treacherously  with 
Abimelech:  that  the  cruelty  done  to  the  threescore  and  ten  sons 
of  Jerubbaal  might  come,  and  their  blood  be  laid  upon  Abime- 
lech their  brother,  which  slew  them;  and  upon  the  men  of  She- 
chem, which  aided  him.  in  the  killing  of  his  brethren.  And  the 
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men  of  Shechem  set  Hers  in  wait  for  him  in  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  they  robbed  all  that  came  along  that  way  by  them. 

And  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  came  with  his  brethren,  and  went 
over  to  Shechem:  and  the  men  of  Shechem  put  their  confidence 
in  him.  And  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  said, 

"Who  is  Abimelech,  and  who  is  Shechem,  that  we  should 
serve  him?  is  not  he  the  son  of  Jertibbaal?  and  Zebul  his  officer? 
serve  the  men  of  Hamor  the  father  of  Shechem:  for  why  should 
we  serve  him?  And  would  to  God  this  people  were  under  my 
hand!  then  would  I  remove  Abimelech." 

And  when  Zebul  the  ruler  of  the  city  heard  the  words  of 
Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed,  his  anger  was  kindled.  And  he  sent  mes- 
sengers unto  Abimelech  privily,  saying, 

"Behold,  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  and  his  brethren  be  come  to 
Shechem;  and,  behold,  they  fortify  the  city  against  thee.  Now 
therefore  up  by  night,  thou  and  the  people  that  is  with  thee, 
and  lie  in  wait  in  the  field:  and  it  shall  be  that  in  the  morning, 
as  soon  as  the  sun  is  up,  thou  shalt  rise  early,  and  set  upon  the 
city:  and,  behold,  when  he  and  the  people  that  is  with  him  come 
out  against  thee,  then  mayest  thou  do  to  them  as  thou  shalt  find 
occasion/' 

And  Abimelech  rose  up,  and  all  the  people  that  were  with 
him,  by  night,  and  they  laid  wait  against  Shechem  in  four  com- 
panies. And  Gaal  the  son  of  Ebed  went  out,  and  stood  in  the 
entering  of  the  gate  of  the  city:  and  Abimelech  rose  up,  and  the 
people  that  were  with  him,  from  lying  in  wait. 

And  when  Gaal  saw  the  people,  he  said  to  Zebul,  "Behold, 
there  come  people  down  from  the  top  of  the  mountains/' 

And  Zebul  said  unto  him,  "Thou  seest  the  shadow  of  the 
mountains  as  if  they  were  men/' 

And  Gaal  spoke  again  and  said,  "See  there  come  people 
down  by  the  middle  of  the  land,  and  another  company  come 
along  by  the  plain  of  Meonenim/' 

Then  said  Zebul  unto  him,  "Where  is  now  thy  mouth,  where- 
with thou  saidst,  'Who  is  Abimelech,  that  we  should  serve  him?' 
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is  not  this  the  people  that  thou  hast  despised?  go  out,  I  pray 
now,  and  fight  with  them." 

And  Gaal  went  out  before  the  men  of  Shechem,  and  fought 
with  Abimelech.  And  Abimelech  chased  him,  and  he  fled  be- 
fore him,  and  many  were  overthrown  and  wounded,  even  unto 
the  entering  of  the  gate. 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow  that  the  people  went 
out  into  the  field;  and  they  told  Abimelech.  And  he  took  the 
people,  and  divided  them  into  three  companies,  and  laid  wait 
in  the  field,  and  looked,  and,  behold,  the  people  were  come  forth 
out  of  the  city;  and  he  rose  up  against  them,  and  smote  them. 
And  Abimelech,  and  the  company  that  was  with  him,  rushed 
forward,  and  stood  in  the  entering  of  the  gate  of  the  city:  and 
the  two  other  companies  ran  upon  all  the  people  that  were  in 
the  fields,  and  slew  them.  And  Abimelech  fought  against  the 
city  all  that  day;  and  he  took  the  city,  and  slew  the  people  that 
was  therein,  and  beat  down  the  city,  and  sowed  it  with  salt. 

Then  went  Abimelech  to  Thebez,  and  encamped  against  The- 
bez,  and  took  it.  But  there  was  a  strong  tower  within  the  city, 
and  thither  fled  all  the  men  and  women,  and  all  they  of  the  city, 
and  shut  it  to  them,  and  got  them  up  to  the  top  of  the  tower. 
And  Abimelech  came  unto  the  tower,  and  fought  against  it,  and 
went  hard  unto  the  door  of  the  tower  to  burn  it  with  fire.  And 
a  certain  woman  cast  a  piece  of  a  millstone  upon  Abimelech's 
head,  and  all  to  break  his  skull  Then  he  called  hastily  unto  the 
young  man  his  armourbearer,  and  said  unto  him, 

"Draw  thy  sword,  and  slay  me,  that  men  say  not  of  me,  'A 
woman  slew  him/" 

And  his  young  man  thrust  him  through,  and  he  died.  And 
when  the  men  of  Israel  saw  that  Abimelech  was  dead,  they  de- 
parted every  man  unto  his  place. 

Thus  God  rendered  the  wickedness  of  Abimelech,  which  he 
did  unto  his  father,  in  slaying  his  seventy  brethren:  and  all  the 
evil  of  the  men  of  Shechem  did  God  render  upon  their  heads: 
and  upon  them  came  the  curse  of  Jotham  the  son  of  Jerubbaal. 
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Tike  Story  ofjzvhtliak's  Daughter 

Now  Jephthah  the  Gileadite  was  a  mighty  man  of  valour,  and 
he  was  the  son  of  a  harlot:  and  Gilead  begot  Jephthah.  And 
Gilead's  wife  bore  him  sons;  and  his  wife's  sons  grew  up,  and 
they  thrust  out  Jephthah,  and  said  unto  him,  "Thou  shalt  not 
inherit  in  our  father's  house;  for  thou  art  the  son  of  a  strange 
woman," 

Then  Jephthah  fled  from  his  brethren,  and  dwelt  in  the  land 
of  Tob:  and  there  were  gathered  vain  men  to  Jephthah,  and  went 
out  with  him. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  process  of  time  that  the  children  of 
Ammon  made  war  against  Israel. 

Then  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Jephthah,  and  he 
passed  over  Gilead,  and  Manasseh,  and  passed  over  Mizpeh  of 
Gilead,  and  from  Mizpeh  of  Gilead  he  passed  over  unto  the 
children  of  Ammon.  And  Jephthah  vowed  a  vow  unto  the  Lord, 
and  said, 

"If  thou  shalt  without  fail  deliver  the  children  of  Ammon 
into  mine  hands,  then  it  shall  be  that  whatsoever  cometh  forth 
of  the  doors  of  my  house  to  meet  me,  when  I  return  in  peace 
from  the  children  of  Ammori,  shall  surely  be  the  Lord's,  and  I 
will  offer  it  up  for  a  burnt  offering/' 

So  Jephthah  passed  over  unto  the  children  of  Ammon  to  fight 
against  them;  and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  his  hands.  And 
he  smote  them  from  Aroer,  even  till  thou  come  to  Minnith,  even 
twenty  cities,  and  unto  the  plain  of  the  vineyards,  with  a  very 
great  slaughter.  Thus  the  children  of  Ammon  were  subdued  be- 
fore the  children  of  Israel. 

And  Jephthah  came  to  Mizpeh  unto  his  house,  and,  behold, 
his  daughter  came  out  to  meet  him  with  timbrels  and  with  dances: 
and  she  was  his  only  child;  beside  her  he  had  neither  son  nor 
daughter.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  saw  her,  that  he  rent 
his  clothes,  and  said, 

"Alas,  my  daughter !  thou  hast  brought  me  very  low,  and  thou 
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art  one  of  them  that  trouble  me:  for  I  have  opened  my  mouth 
unto  the  Lord,  and  I  cannot  go  back." 

And  she  said  unto  him, 

"My  father,  if  thou  hast  opened  thy  mouth  unto  the  Lord, 
do  to  me  according  to  that  which  hath  proceeded  out  of  thy 
mouth;  forasmuch  as  the  Lord  hath  taken  vengeance  for  thee  of 
thine  enemies,  even  of  the  children  of  Aramon." 

And  she  said  unto  her  father, 

"Let  this  thing  be  done  for  me:  let  me  alone  two  months,  that 
I  may  go  up  and  down  upon  the  mountains,  and  bewail  my  vir- 
ginity, I  and  my  fellows/' 

And  he  said,  "Go!"  And  he  sent  her  away  for  two  months: 
and  she  went  with  her  companions,  and  bewailed  her  virginity 
upon  the  mountains.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  two 
months  that  she  returned  unto  her  father,  who  did  with  her  ac- 
cording to  his  vow  which  he  had  vowed:  and  she  knew  no  man. 
And  it  was  a  custom  in  Israel  that  the  daughters  of  Israel  went 
yearly  to  lament  the  daughter  of  Jephthah  the  Gileadite  four 
days  in  a  year. 

The  Story  of  Samson 

And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  again  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord;  and  the  Lord  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  the  Philis- 
tines forty  years. 

And  there  was  a  certain  man  of  Zorah,  of  the  family  of  the 
Danites,  whose  name  was  Manoah;  and  his  wife  was  barren,  and 
bore  not.  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  the  woman, 
and  said  unto  her, 

"Behold  now,  thou  art  barren,  and  bearest  not:  but  thou  shah 
conceive,  and  bear  a  son.  Now  therefore  beware,  I  pray  thee, 
and  drink  not  wine  nor  strong  drink,  and  eat  not  any  unclean 
thing:  for,  lo,  thou  shalt  conceive,  and  bear  a  son;  and  no  razor 
shall  come  on  his  head:  for  the  child  shall  be  a  Nazarite  unto 
God  from  the  womb:  and  he  shall  begin  to  deliver  Israel  out  of 
the  hand  of  the  Philistines." 

Then  the  woman  came  and  told  her  husband,  saying, 
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"A  man  of  God  came  unto  me,  and  his  countenance  was  like 
the  countenance  of  an  angel  of  God,  very  terrible:  but  I  asked 
him  not  whence  he  was,  neither  told  he  me  his  name:  but  he 
said  unto  me,  'Behold,  thou  shalt  conceive,  and  bear  a  son;  and 
now  drink  no  wine  nor  strong  drink,  neither  eat  any  unclean 
thing:  for  the  child  shall  be  a  Nazarite  to  God  from  the  womb 
to  the  day  of  his  death/ " 

Then  Manoah  intreated  the  Lord,  and  said,  "O  my  Lord,  let 
the  man  of  God  which  thou  didst  send  come  again  unto  us,  and 
teach  us  what  we  shall  do  unto  the  child  that  shall  be  born." 

And  God  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  Manoah;  and  the  angel  of 
God  came  again  unto  the  woman  as  she  sat  in  the  field:  but 
Manoah  her  husband  was  not  with  her.  And  the  woman  made 
haste,  and  ran,  and  showed  her  husband,  and  said  unto  him,  "Be- 
hold, the  man  hath  appeared  unto  me,  that  came  unto  me  the 
other  day." 

And  Manoah  arose,  and  went  after  his  wife,  and  came  to  the 
man,  and  said  unto  him,  "Art  thou  the  man  that  spokest  unto 
the  woman?"  And  he  said,  "I  am." 

And  Manoah  said,  "Now  let  thy  words  come  to  pass.  How 
shall  we  order  the  child,  and  how  shall  we  do  unto  him?" 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  Manoah,  "Of  all  that  I 
said  unto  the  woman  let  her  beware.  She  may  not  eat  of  any 
thing  that  cometh  of  the  vine,  neither  let  her  drink  wine  or 
strong  drink,  nor  eat  any  unclean  thing:  all  that  I  commanded 
her  let  her  observe." 

And  Manoah  said  unto  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  "I  pray  thee,  let 
us  detain  thee,  until  we  shall  have  made  ready  a  kid  for  thee." 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  Manoah,  "Though  thou 
detain  me,  I  will  not  eat  of  thy  bread:  and  if  thou  wilt  offer  a 
burnt  offering,  thou  must  offer  it  unto  the  Lord."  For  Manoah 
knew  not  that  he  was  an  angel  of  the  Lord.  And  Manoah  said 
unto  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  "What  is  thy  name,  that  when  thy 
sayings  come  to  pass  we  may  do  thee  honour?" 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Why  askest  thou 
thus  after  my  name,  seeing  it  is  secret?" 
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So  Manoah  took  a  kid  with  a  meat  offering,  and  offered  it 
upon  a  rock  unto  the  Lord:  and  the  angel  did  wonderously;  and 
Manoah  and  his  wife  looked  on.  For  it  came  to  pass,  when  the 
flame  went  up  toward  heaven  from  off  the  altar,  that  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  ascended  in  the  flame  of  the  altar.  And  Manoah  and 
his  wife  looked  on  it,  and  fell  on  their  faces  to  the  ground.  But 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  did  no  more  appear  to  Manoah  and  to  his 
wife.  Then  Manoah  knew  that  he  was  an  angel  of  the  Lord. 

And  Manoah  said  unto  his  wife,  "We  shall  surely  die,  be- 
cause we  have  seen  God." 

But  his  wife  said  unto  him,  "If  the  Lord  were  pleased  to  kill 
us,  he  would  not  have  received  a  burnt  offering  and  a  meat  offer-  • 
ing  at  our  hands,  neither  would  he  have  showed  us  all  these 
things,  nor  would  as  at  this  time  have  told  us  such  things  as 
these/' 

And  the  woman  bore  a  son,  and  called  his  name  Samson:  and 
the  child  grew,  and  the  Lord  blessed  him.  And  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  began  to  move  him  at  times  in  the  camp  of  Dan  between 
Zorah  and  Eshtaol. 

And  Samson  went  down  to  Timnath,  and  saw  a  woman  in 
Timnath  of  the  daughters  of  the  Philistines.  And  he  came  up, 
and  told  his  father  and  his  mother,  and  said, 

"I  have  seen  a  woman  in  Timnath  of  the  daughters  of  the 
Philistines:  now  therefore  get  her  for  me  to  wife." 

Then  his  father  and  his  mother  said  unto  him, 

"Is  there  never  a  woman  among  the  daughters  of  thy  brethren, 
or  among  all  my  people,  that  thou  goest  to  take  a  wife  of  the 
uncircumcised  Philistines?" 

And  Samson  said  unto  his  father,  "Get  her  for  me;  for  she 
pleaseth  me  well." 

But  his  father  and  his  mother  knew  not  that  it  was  of  the 
Lord,  that  he  sought  an  occasion  against  the  Philistines:  for  at 
that  time  the  Philistines  had  dominion  over  Israel. 

Then  went  Samson  down,  and  his  father  and  his  mother,  to 
Timnath,  and  came  to  the  vineyards  of  Timnath:  and,  behold,  a 
young  lion  roared  against  him,  And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came 
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mightily  upon  him,  and  lie  rent  him  as  he  would  have  rent  a  kid, 
and  he  had  nothing  in  his  hand;  but  he  told  not  his  father  or  his 
mother  what  he  had  done.  And  he  went  down,  and  talked  with 
the  woman;  and  she  pleased  Samson  well. 

And  after  a  time  he  returned  to  take  her,  and  he  turned  aside 
to  see  the  carcase  of  the  lion:  and  behold,  there  was  a  swarm  of 
bees  and  honey  in  the  carcase  of  the  lion.  And  he  took  thereof 
in  his  hands,  and  went  on  eating,  and  came  to  his  father  and 
mother,  and  he  gave  them,  and  they  did  eat:  but  he  told  not  them 
that  he  had  taken  the  honey  out  of  the  carcase  of  the  lion. 

So  his  father  went  down  unto  the  woman:  and  Samson  made 
there  a  feast;  for  so  used  the  young  men  to  do.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  when  they  saw  him,  that  they  brought  thirty  companions 
to  be  with  him.  And  Samson  said  unto  them, 

"I  will  now  put  forth  a  riddle  unto  you:  if  ye  can  certainly 
declare  it  me  within  the  seven  days  of  the  feast,  and  find  it  out, 
then  I  will  give  you  thirty  sheets  and  thirty  changes  of  garments: 
but  if  ye  cannot  declare  it  me,  then  shall  ye  give  me  thirty  sheets 
and  thirty  changes  of  garments. " 

And  they  said  unto  him,  "Put  forth  thy  riddle,  that  we  may 
hear  it.* 

And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Out  of  the  eater  came  forth  meat, 
And  out  of  the  strong  came  forth  sweetness." 

And  they  could  not  in  three  days  expound  the  riddle.  And  it 
came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day  that  they  said  unto  Samson's 
wife,  "Entice  thy  husband,  that  he  may  declare  unto  us  the 
riddle,"  lest  we  burn  thee  and  thy  father's  house  with  fire:  have 
ye  called  us  to  take  that  we  have?  is  it  not  so?" 

And  Samson's  wife  wept  before  him,  and  said,  "Thou  dost 
but  hate  me,  and  lovest  me  not:  thou  hast  put  forth  a  riddle  unto 
the  children  of  my  people,  and  hast  not  told  it  me." 

And  he  said  unto  her,  "Behold,  I  have  not  told  it  my  father 
nor  my  mother,  and  shall  I  tell  it  thee?" 

And  she  wept  before  him  the  seven  days,  while  their  feast 
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lasted:  and  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day  that  he  told  her, 
because  she  lay  sore  upon  him:  and  she  told  the  riddle  to  the 
children  of  her  people.  And  the  men  of  the  city  said  unto  him 
on  the  seventh  day  before  the  sun  went  down, 

"What  is  sweeter  than  honey? 
And  what  is  stronger  than  a  lion?" 

And  he  said  unto  them, 

"If  ye  had  not  plowed  with  my  heifer, 
Ye  had  not  found  out  my  riddle." 

And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  him,  and  he  went  down 
to  Ashkelon,  and  slew  thirty  men  of  them,  and  took  their  spoil, 
and  gave  change  of  garments  unto  them  which  expounded  the 
riddle.  And  his  anger  was  kindled,  and  he  went  up  to  his  father's 
house.  But  Samson's  wife  was  given  to  his  companion,  whom  he 
had  used  as  his  friend.  But  it  came  to  pass  within  a  while  after, 
in  the  time  of  wheat  harvest,  that  Samson  visited  his  wife  with 
a  kid;  and  he  said,  "I  will  go  in  to  my  wife  into  the  chamber/' 
But  her  father  would  not  suffer  him  to  go  in.  And  her  father  said, 

"I  verily  thought  that  thou  hadst  utterly  hated  her;  therefore 
I  gave  her  to  thy  companion:  is  not  her  younger  sister  fairer  than 
she?  take  her,  I  pray  thee,  instead  of  her." 

And  Samson  said  concerning  them,  "Now  shall  I  be  more 
blameless  than  the  Philistines,  though  I  do  them  a  displeasure?" 

And  Samson  went  and  caught  three  hundred  foxes,  and  took 
firebrands,  and  turned  tail  to  tail,  and  put  a  firebrand  in  the 
midst  between  two  tails.  And  when  he  had  set  the  brands  on 
fire,  he  let  them  go  into  the  standing  corn  of  the  Philistines,  and 
burnt  up  both  the  shocks,  and  also  the  standing  corn,  with  the 
vineyards  and  olives. 

Then  the  Philistines  said,  "Who  hath  done  this?" 

And  they  answered,  "Samson,  the  son-in-law  of  the  Timnite, 
because  he  had  taken  his  wife,  and  given  her  to  his  companion/1 

And  the  Philistines  came  up,  and  burnt  her  and  her  father 
with  fire. 
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And  Samson  said  unto  them,  "Though  ye  have  done  this,  yet 
will  I  be  avenged  of  you,  and  after  that  I  will  cease." 

And  he  smote  them  hip  and  thigh  with  a  great  slaughter:  and 
he  went  down  and  dwelt  in  the  top  of  the  rock  Etam. 

Then  the  Philistines  went  up,  and  pitched  in  Judah,  and 
spread  themselves  in  Lehi.  And  the  men  of  Judah  said,  "Why 
are  ye  come  up  against  us?" 

And  they  answered,  "To  bind  Samson  are  we  come  up,  to  do 
to  him  as  he  hath  done  to  us." 

Then  three  thousand  men  of  Judah  went  to  the  top  of  the 
rock  Etam,  and  said  to  Samson,  "Knowest  thou  not  that  the 
Philistines  are  rulers  over  us?  what  is  this  that  thou  hast  done 
unto  us?" 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "As  they  did  unto  me,  so  have  I  done 
unto  them." 

And  they  said  unto  him,  "We  are  come  down  to  bind  thee, 
that  we  may  deliver  thee  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines." 

And  Samson  said  unto  them,  "Swear  unto  me  that  ye  will 
not  fall  upon  me  yourselves." 

And  they  spoke  unto  him,  saying,  "No;  but  we  will  bind  thee 
fast,  and  deliver  thee  into  their  hand:  but  surely  we  will  not 
kill  thee." 

And  they  bound  him  with  two  new  cords,  and  brought  him 
up  from  the  rock.  And  when  he  came  unto  Lehi,  the  Philistines 
shouted  against  him:  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  mightily 
upon  him,  and  the  cords  that  were  upon  his  arms  became  as  flax 
that  was  burnt  with  fire,  and  his  bands  loosed  from  off  his  hands. 
And  he  found  a  new  jawbone  of  an  ass,  and  put  forth  his  hand, 
and  took  it,  and  slew  a  thousand  men  therewith.  And  Samson 
said, 

"With  the  jawbone,  of  an  ass,  heaps  upon  heaps, 
With  the  jaw  of  an  ass  have  I  slain  a  thousand  men.' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  had  made  an  end  of  speaking, 
that  he  cast  away  the  jawbone  out  of  his  hand,  and  called  that 
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place  Ramath-lehi.  And  he  was  sore  athirst,  and  called  on  the 
Lord,  and  said, 

"Thou  hast  given  this  great  deliverance  into  the  hand  of  thy 
servant:  and  now  shall  I  die  for  thirst,  and  fall  into  the  hand  of 
the  uncircumcised?" 

But  God  clove  a  hollow  place  that  was  in  the  jaw,  and  there 
came  water  thereout;  and  when  he  had  drunk,  his  spirit  came 
again,  and  he  revived:  wherefore  he  called  the  name  thereof  En- 
hakkore,  which  is  in  Lehi  unto  this  day.  And  he  judged  Israel 
in  the  days  of  the  Philistines  twenty  years. 

Then  went  Samson  to  Gaza,  and  saw  there  a  harlot,  and 
went  in  unto  her.  And  it  was  told  the  Gazites,  saying,  "Samson 
is  come  hither/'  And  they  compassed  him  in,  and  laid  wait  for 
him  all  night  in  the  gate  of  the  city,  and  were  quiet  all  the  night, 
saying,  "In  the  morning,  when  it  is  day,  we  shall  kill  him." 

And  Samson  lay  till  midnight,  and  arose  at  midnight,  and 
took  the  doors  of  the  gate  of  the  city,  and  the  two  posts,  and 
went  away  with  them,  bar  and  all,  and  put  them  upon  his  shoul- 
ders, and  carried  them  up  to  the  top  of  a  hill  that  is  before 
Hebron. 

And  it  came  to  pass  afterward  that  he  loved  a  woman  in  the 
valley  of  Sorek,  whose  name  was  Delilah.  And  the  lords  of  the 
Philistines  came  up  unto  her,  and  said  unto  her, 

"Entice  him,  and  see  wherein  his  great  strength  lieth,  and  by 
what  means  we  may  prevail  against  him,  that  we  may  bind  him 
to  afflict  him:  and  we  will  give  thee  every  one  of  us  eleven  hurr 
dred  pieces  of  silver." 

And  Delilah  said  to  Samson,  "Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  wherein 
thy  great  strength Jieth,  and  wherewith  thou  mightest  be  bound 
to  afflict  thee." 

And  Samson  said  unto  her,  "If  they  bind  me  with  seven  green 
withes  that  were  never  dried,  then  shall  I  be  weak,  and  be  as  an- 
other man." 

Then  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  brought  up  to  her  seven 
green  withes  which  had  not  been  dried,  and  she  bound  him  with 
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them.  Now  there  were  men  lying  in  wait,  abiding  with  her  in 
the  chamber.  And  she  said  unto  him, 

"The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson/'  And  he  broke  the 
withes,  as  a  thread  of  tow  is  broken  when  it  toucheth  the  fire. 
So  his  strength  was  not  known.  And  Delilah  said  unto  Sams  on, 
"Behold,  thou  hast  mocked  me,  and  told  me  lies:  now  tell  me,  I 
pray  thee,  wherewith  thou  mightest  be  bound/' 

And  he  said  unto  her,  "If  they  bind  me  fast  with  new  ropes 
that  never  were  occupied,  then  shall  I  be  weak,  and  be  as  an- 
other man." 

Delilah  therefore  took  new  ropes,  and  bound  him  therewith, 
and  said  unto  him,  "The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson/'  And 
there  were  liers  in  wait  abiding  in  the  chamber.  And  he  broke 
them  from  off  his  arms  like  a  thread. 

And  Delilah  said  unto  Samson,  "Hitherto  thou  hast  mocked 
me,  andtoldmelies:  tell  me  wherewith  thou  mightest  be  bound. " 

And  he  said  unto  her,  "If  thou  weavest  the  seven  locks  of  my 
head  with  the  web/' 

And  she  fastened  it  with  the  pin,  and  said  unto  him,  "The 
Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson." 

And  he  awaked  out  of  his  sleep,  and  went  away  with  the  pin 
of  the  beam,  and  with  the  web.  And  she  said  unto  him, 

"How  canst  thou  say,  1  love  thee/  when  thine  heart  is  not 
with  me?  thou  hast  mocked  me  these  three  times,  and  hast  not 
told  me  wherein  thy  great  strength  lieth/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  she  pressed  him  daily  with  her 
words,  and  urged  him,  so  that  his  soul  was  vexed  unto  death, 
that  he  told  her  all  his  heart,  and  said  unto  her,  "There  hath  not 
come  a  razor  upon  mine  head;  for  I  have  been  a  Nazarite  unto 
God  from  my  mother's  womb:  if  I  be  shaven,  then  my  strength 
will  go  from  me,  and  I  shall  become  weak,  and  be  like  any  other 
man." 

And  when  Delilah  saw  that  he  had  told  her  all  his  heart,  she 
sent  and  called  for  the  lords  of  the  Philistines,  saying,  "Come 
up  this  once,  for  he  hath  showed  me  all  his  heart/' 
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Then  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  came  up  unto  her,  and  brought 
money  in  their  hand.  And  she  made  him  sleep  upon  her  knees; 
and  she  called  for  a  man,  and  she  caused  him  to  shave  off  the 
seven  locks  of  his  head;  and  she  began  to  afflict  him,  and  his 
strength  went  from  him.  And  she  said, 

"The  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson/'  And  he  awoke  out 
of  his  sleep,  and  said,  "I  will  go  out  as  at  other  times  before,  and 
shake  myself/'  And  he  wist  not  that  the  Lord  was  departed  from, 
him. 

But  the  Philistines  took  him,  and  put  out  his  eyes,  and  brought 
him  down  to  Gaza,  and  bound  him  with  fetters  of  brass;  and  he 
did  grind  in  the  prison  house.  Howbeit  the  hair  of  his  head  be- 
gan to  grow  again  after  he  was  shaven. 

Then  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  gathered  them  together  for 
to  offer  a  great  sacrifice  unto  Dagon  their  god,  and  to  rejoice: 
for  they  said,  "Our  god  hath  delivered  Samson  our  enemy  into 
our  hand 

And  when  the  people  saw  him,  they  praised  their  god:  for 
they  said,  "Our  god  hath  delivered  into  our  hands  our  enemy, 
and  the  destroyer  of  our  country,  which  slew  many  of  us/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  their  hearts  were  merry,  that  they 
said,  "Call  for  Samson,  that  he  may  make  us  sport/' 

And  they  called  for  Samson  out  of  the  prison  house;  and  he 
made  them  sport:  and  they  set  him  between  the  pillars.  And 
Samson  said  unto  the  lad  that  held  him  by  the  hand,  "Suffer  me 
that  I  may  feel  the  pillars  whereupon  the  house  standeth,  that  I 
may  lean  upon  them/' 

Now  the  house  was  full  of  men  and  women;  and  all  the  lords 
of  the  Philistines  were  there;  and  there  were  upon  the  roof  about 
three  thousand  men  and  women  that  beheld  while  Samson  made 
sport.  And  Samson  called  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  "O  Lord 
God,  remember  me,  I  pray  thee,  and  strengthen  me,  I  pray  thee, 
only  this  once,  O  God,  that  I  may  be  at  once  avenged  of  the 
Philistines  for  my  two  eyes/' 

And  Samson  took  hold  of  the  two  middle  pillars  upon  which 
the  house  stood,  and  on  which  it  was  borne  up,  of  the  one  with 
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his  right  hand,  and  of  the  other  with  his  left.  And  Samson  said, 
"Let  me  die  with  the  Philistines/' 

And  he  bowed  himself  with  all  his  might;  and  the  house  fell 
upon  the  lords,  and  upon  all  the  people  that  were  therein.  So 
the  dead  which  he  slew  at  his  death  were  more  than  they  "which 
he  slew  in  his  life.  Then  his  brethren  and  all  the  house  of  his 
father  came  down,  and  took  him,  and  brought  him  up,  and  bur- 
ied him  between  Zorah  and  Eshtaol  in  the  burying  place  of 
Manoah  his  father.  And  he  judged  Israel  twenty  years. 


Bmjamitt  War 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  when  there  was  no  king 
in  Israel,  that  there  was  a  certain  Levite  sojourning  on  the  side 
of  Mount  Ephraim,  who  took  to  him  a  concubine  out  of  Beth- 
lehem-judah.  And  his  concubine  played  the  whore  against  him, 
and  went  away  from  him  unto  her  father's  house  to  Beth-lehem- 
judah,  and  was  there  four  whole  months.  And  her  husband  arose, 
and  went  after  her,  to  speak  friendly  unto  her,  and  to  bring  her 
again,  having  his  servant  with  him,  and  a  couple  of  asses:  and 
she  brought  him  into  her  father's  house:  and  when  the  father  of 
the  damsel  saw  him,  he  rejoiced  to  meet  him.  And  his  father-in- 
law,  the  damsel's  father,  retained  him;  and  he  abode  with  him 
three  days:  so  they  did  eat  and  drink,  and  lodged  there.  And  it 
came  to  pass  on  the  fourth  day,  when  they  arose  early  in  the 
morning,  that  he  rose  up  to  depart:  and  the  damsel's  father  said 
unto  his  son-in-law,  "Comfort  thine  heart  with  a  morsel  of 
bread,  and  afterward  go  your  way." 

And  they  sat  down,  and  did  eat  and  drink  both  of  them  to- 
gether: for  the  damsel's  father  had  said  unto  the  man,  "Be  con- 
tent, I  pray  thee,  and  tarry  all  night,  and  let  thine  heart  be 
merry." 

And  when  the  man  rose  up  to  depart,  his  father-in-law  urged 
him:  therefore  he  lodged  there  again.  And  he  arose  early  in  the 
morning  on  the  fifth  day  to  depart:  and  the  damsel's  father  said, 
"Comfort  thine  heart,  I  pray  thee." 

And  they  tarried  until  afternoon,  and  they  did  eat  both  of 
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them.  And  when  the  man  rose  up  to  depart,  he,  and  his  concu- 
bine, and  his  servant,  his  father-in-law,  the  damsel's  father,  said 
unto  him,  "Behold,  now  the  day  draweth  toward  evening,  I  pray 
you  tarry  all  night:  behold,  the  day  groweth  to  an  end,  lodge 
here,  that  thine  heart  may  be  merry;  and  to-morrow  get  you 
early  on  your  way,  that  thou  mayest  go  home." 

But  the  man  would  not  tarry  that  night,  but  he  rose  up  and 
departed,  and  came  over  against  Jebus,  which  is  Jerusalem;  and 
there  were  with  him  two  asses  saddled,  his  concubine  also  was 
with  him.  And  when  they  were  by  Jebus,  the  day  was  far  spent; 
and  the  servant  said  unto  his  master, 

"Come,  I  pray  thee,  and  let  us  turn  in  into  this  city  of  the 
Jebusites,  and  lodge  in  it/' 

And  his  master  said  unto  him,  "We  will  not  turn  aside  hither 
into  the  city  of  a  stranger,  that  is  not  of  the  children  of  Israel;  we 
will  pass  over  to  Gibeah." 

And  he  said  unto  his  servant,  "Come,  and  let  us  draw  near  to 
one  of  these  places  to  lodge  all  night,  in  Gibeah,  or  in  Ramah/' 

And  they  passed  on  and  went  their  way;  and  the  sun  went 
down  upon  them  when  they  were  by  Gibeah,  which  belongeth 
to  Benjamin.  And  they  turned  aside  thither,  to  go  in  and  to 
lodge  in  Gibeah:  and  when  he  went  in  he  sat  him  down  in  a 
street  of  the  city:  for  there  was  no  man  that  took  them  into  his 
house  to  lodging.  And,  behold,  there  came  an  old  man  from  his 
work  out  of  the  field  at  even,  which  was  also  of  Mount  Ephraim; 
and  he  sojourned  in  Gibeah:  but  the  men  of  the  place  were  Ben" 
jamites.  And  when  he  had  lifted  up  his  eyes,  he  saw  a  wayfaring 
man  in  the  street  of  the  city:  and  the  old  man  said, 

"Whither  goest  thou?  and  whence  comest  thou?" 

And  he  said  unto  him, 

"We  are  passing  from  Beth-lehem-judah  toward  the  side  of 
Mount  Ephraim;  from  thence  am  I:  and  I  went  to  Beth-lehem- 
judah,  but  I  am  now  going  to  the  house  of  the  Lord;  and  there  is 
no  man  that  receiveth  me  to  house.  Yet  there  is  both  straw  and 
provender  for  our  asses;  and  there  is  bread  and  wine  also  for  me, 
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and  for  thy  handmaid,  and  for  the  young  man  which  is  with  thy 
servants:  there  is  no  want  of  any  thing/3 

And  the  old  man  said, 

"Peace  be  with  thee;  howsoever  let  all  thy  wants  lie  upon  me; 
only  lodge  not  in  the  street/' 

So  he  brought  him  into  his  house,  and  gave  provender  unto 
the  asses:  and  they  washed  their  feet,  and  did  eat  and  drink  Now 
as  they  were  making  their  hearts  merry,  behold,  the  men  of  the 
city,  certain  sons  of  Belial,  beset  the  house  round  about,  and 
beat  at  the  door,  and  spoke  to  the  master  of  the  house,  the  old 
man,  saying,  "Bring  forth  the  man  that  came  into  thine  house, 
that  we  may  know  him/' 

And  the  man,  the  master  of  the  house,  went  out  unto  them, 
and  said  unto  them,  "Nay,' my  brethren,  nay,  I  pray  you,  do  not 
so  wickedly;  seeing  that  this  man  is  come  into  mine  house,  do 
not  this  folly.  Behold,  here  is  my  daughter  a  maiden,  and  his  con- 
cubine; them  I  will  bring  out  now,  and  humble  ye  them,  and  do 
with  them  what  seemeth  good  unto  you:  but  unto  this  man  do 
not  so  vile  a  thing/' 

But  the  men  would  not  hearken  to  him:  so  the  man  took  his 
concubine,  and  brought  her  forth  unto  them;  and  they  knew  her, 
and  abused  her  all  the  night  until  the  morning:  and  when  the 
day  began  to  spring,  they  let  her  go.  Then  came  the  woman  in 
the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  fell  down  at  the  door  of  the  man's 
house  where  her  lord  was,  till  it  was  light.  And  her  lord  rose  up 
in  the  morning,  .and  opened  the  doors  of  the  house,  and  went 
out  to  go  his  way:  and,  behold,  the  woman  his  concubine  was 
fallen  down  at  the  door  of  the  house,  and  her  hands  were  upon 
the  threshold.  And  he  said  unto  her, 

"Up,  and  let  us  be  going/'  But  none  answered. 

Then  the  man  took  her  up  upon  an  ass,  and  the  man  rose  up, 
andgothim  untohis  place.  And  when  he  was  come  into  his  house, 
he  took  a  knife,  and  laid  hold  on  his  concubine,  and  divided  her, 
together  with  her  bones,  into  twelve  pieces,  and  sent  her  into 
all  the  coasts  of  Israel  And  it  was  so  that  all  that  saw  it  said, 
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"There  was  no  such  deed  done  nor  seen  from  the  day  that  the 
children  of  Israel  came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  unto  this 
day:  consider  of  it,  take  advice,  and  speak  your  minds/' 

Then  all  the  children  of  Israel  went  out,  and  the  congregation 
was  gathered  together  as  one  man,  from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba, 
with  the  land  of  Gilead,  unto  the  Lord  in  Mizpeh.  And  the  chief 
of  all  the  people,  even  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  presented  them- 
selves in  the  assembly  of  the  people  of  God,  four  hundred  thou- 
sand footmen  that  drew  sword.  (Now  the  children  of  Benjamin 
heard  that  the  children  of  Israel  were  gone  up  to  Mizpeh.)  Then 
said  the  children  of  Israel, 

"Tell  us,  how  was  this  wickedness?" 

And  the  Levite,  the  husband  of  the  woman  that  was  slain, 
answered  and  said, 

'1  came  into  Gibeah  that  belongeth  to  Benjamin,  I  and  my 
concubine,  to  lodge.  And  the  men  of  Gibeah  rose  against  me, 
and  beset  the  house  round  about  upon  me  by  night,  and  thought 
to  have  slain  me:  and  my  concubine  have  they  forced,  that  she 
is  dead.  And  I  took  my  concubine,  and  cut  her  in  pieces,  and 
sent  her  throughout  all  the  country  of  the  inheritance  of  Israel: 
for  they  have  committed  lewdness  and  folly  in  Israel.  Behold,  ye 
are  all  children  of  Israel;  give  here  your  advice  and  counsel." 

And  all  the  people  arose  as  one  man,  saying, 

"We  will  not  any  of  us  go  to  his  tent,  neither  will  we  any  of 
us  turn  into  his  house.  But  now  this  shall  be  the  thing  which  we 
will  do  to  Gibeah;  we  will  go  up  by  lot  against  it;  and  we  will 
take  ten  men  of  a  hundred  throughout  all  the  tribes  of  Israel, 
and  a  hundred  of  a  thousand,  and  a  thousand  out  of  ten  thou- 
sand, to  fetch  victual  for  the  people,  that  they  may  do,  when 
they  come  to  Gibeah  of  Benjamin,  according  to  all  the  folly  that 
they  have  wrought  in  Israel." 

So  all  the  men  of  Israel  were  gathered  against  the  city,  knit 
together  as  one  man.  And  the  tribes  of  Israel  sent  men  through 
all  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  saying, 

"What  wickedness  is  this  that  is  done  among  you?  Now 
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therefore  deliver  us  the  men,  the  children  of  Belial,  which  are  in 
Gibeah,  that  we  may  put  them  to  death,  and  put  away  evil  from 
Israel." 

But  the  children  of  Benjamin  would  not  hearken  to  the  voice 
of  their  brethren  the  children  of  Israel:  but  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin gathered  themselves  together  out  of  the  cities  unto  Gib- 
eah, to  go  out  to  battle  against  the  children  of  Israel  And  the 
children  of  Benjamin  were  numbered  at  that  time  out  of  the 
cities  twenty  and  six  thousand  men  that  drew  sword,  beside 
the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  which  were  numbered  seven  hundred 
chosen  men.  Among  all  this  people  there  were  seven  hundred 
chosen  men  lefthanded;  every  one  could  sling  stones  at  a  hair- 
breadth, and  not  miss.  And  the  men  of  Israel,  beside  Benjamin, 
were  numbered  four  hundred  thousand  men  that  drew  sword: 
all  these  were  men  of  war. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  arose,  and  went  up  to  the  house  of 
God,  and  asked  counsel  of  God,  and  said,  "Which  of  us  shall  go 
up  first  to  the  battle  against  the  children  of  Benjamin?" 

And  the  Lord  said,  "judah  ^H  g0  up  first." 

And  the  children  of  Israel  rose  up  in  the  morning,  and  en- 
camped against  Gibeah.  And  the  men  of  Israel  went  out  to  bat- 
tle against  Benjamin;  and  the  men  of  Israel  put  themselves  in 
array  to  fight  against  them  at  Gibeah.  And  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin  came  forth  out  of  Gibeah,  and  destroyed  down  to  the 
ground  of  the  Israelites  that  day  twenty  and  two  thousand  men. 
And  the  people  the  men  of  Israel  encouraged  themselves,  and 
set  their  battle  again  in  array  in  the  place  where  they  put  them- 
selves in  array  the  first  day.  And  the  children  of  Israel  went  up 
and  wept  before  the  Lord  until  even,  and  asked  counsel  of  the 
Lord,  saying, 

"Shall  I  go  up  again  to  battle  against  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin my  brother?" 

And  the  Lord  said,  "Go  up  against  him/' 

And  the  children  of  Israel  came  near  against  the  children  of 
Benjamin  the  second  day.  And  Benjamin  went  forth  against  them 
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out  of  Gibeah  the  second  day,  and  destroyed  down  to  the  ground 
of  the  children  of  Israel  again  eighteen  thousand  men;  all  these 
drew  the  sword. 

Then  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  all  the  people,  went  up, 
and  came  unto  the  house  of  God,  and  wept,  and  sat  there  before 
the  Lord,  and  fasted  that  day  until  even,  and  offered  burnt  offer- 
ings and  peace  offerings  before  the  Lord.  And  the  children  of 
Israel  enquired  of  the  Lord  (for  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  God 
was  there  in  those  days,  and  Phinehas,  the  son  of  Eleazar,  the 
son  of  Aaron,  stood  before  it  in  those  days),  saying, 

"Shall  I  yet  again  go  out  to  battle  against  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin my  brother,,  or  shall  I  cease?" 

And  the  Lord  said,  "Go  up;  for  to-morrow  I  will  deliver 
them  into  thine  hand/' 

And  Israel  set  liers  in  wait  round  about  Gibeah.  And  the 
children  of  Israel  went  up  against  the  children  of  Benjamin  on 
the  third  day,  and  put  themselves  in  array  against  Gibeah,  as  at 
other  times.  And  the  children  of  Benjamin  went  out  against  the 
people,  and  were  drawn  away  from  the  city;  and  they  began  to 
smite  of  the  people,  and  kill,  as  at  other  times,  in  the  highways, 
of  which  one  goeth  up  to  the  house  of  God,  and  the  other  to 
Gibeah  in  the  field,  about  thirty  men  of  Israel  So  the  children 
of  Benjamin  saw  that  they  were  smitten:  for  the  men  of  Israel 
gave  place  to  the  Benjamites,  because  they  trusted  unto  the  liers 
in  wait  which  they  had  set  beside  Gibeah.  And  the  liers  in  wait 
hastened,  and  rushed  upon  Gibeah;  and  the  liers  in  wait  drew 
themselves  along,  and  smote  all  the  city  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword. 

Now  there  was  an  appointed  sign  between  the  men  of  Israel 
and  the  liers  in  wait,  that  they  should  make  a  great  flame  with 
smoke  rise  up  out  of  the  city. 

But  when  the  flame  began  to  arise  up  out  of  the  city  with  a 
pillar  of  smoke,  the  Benjamites  looked  behind  them,  and,  be- 
hold, the  flame  of  the  city  ascended  up  to  heaven.  And  when  the 
men  of  Israel  turned  again,  the  men  of  Benjamin  were  amazed; 
for  they  saw  that  evil  was  come  upon  them.  Therefore  they  turned 
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their  backs  before  the  men  of  Israel  unto  the  way  of  the  wilder- 
ness;  but  the  battle  overtook  them;  and  them  which  came  out  of 
the  cities  they  destroyed  in  the  midst  of  them.  Thus  they  in- 
closed the  Benjamites  round  about,  and  chased  them,  and  trod 
them  down  with  ease  over  against  Gibeah  toward  the  sunrising. 
And  there  fell  of  Benjamin  eighteen  thousand  men;  all  these  were 
men  of  valour.  And  they  turned  and  fled  toward  the  wilderness 
unto  the  rock  of  Rimmon:  and  they  gleaned  of  them  in  the  high- 
ways five  thousand  men;  and  pursued  hard  after  them  unto  Gi- 
dom,  and  slew  two  thousand  men  of  them.  So  that  all  which  fell 
that  day  of  Benjamin  were  twenty  and  five  thousand  men  that 
drew  the  sword;  all  these  were  men  of  valour.  But  six  hundred 
men  turned  and  fled  to  the  wilderness  unto  the  rock  Rimmon, 
and  abode  in  the  rock  Rimmon  four  months.  And  the  men  of 
Israel  turned  again  upon  the  children  of  Benjamin,  and  smote 
them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  as  well  the  men  of  every  city, 
as  the  beast,  and  all  that  came  to  hand:  also  they  set  on  fire  all 
the  cities  that  they  came  to. 

Now  the  men  of  Israel  had  sworn  in  Mizpeh,  saying,  ''There 
shall  not  any  of  us  give  his  daughter  unto  Benjamin  to  wife." 

And  the  people  came  to  the  house  of  God,  and  abode  there 
till  even  before  God,  and  lifted  up  their  voices,  and  wept  sore; 
and  said,  "O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  why  is  this  come  to  pass  in 
Israel,  that  there  should  be  to-day  one  tribe  lacking  in  Israel?" 

And  the  people  repented  them  for  Benjamin,  because  that  the 
Lord  had  made  a  breach  in  the  tribes  of  Israel 

Then  the  elders  of  the  congregation  said,  "How  shall  we  do 
for  wives  for  them  that  remain,  seeing  the  women  are  destroyed 
out  of  Benjamin?" 

And  they  said,  "There  must  be  an  inheritance  for  them  that 
be  escaped  of  Benjamin,  that  a  tribe  be  not  destroyed  out  of 
Israel  Howbeit  we  may  not  give  them  wives  of  our  daughters: 
for  the  children  of  Israel  have  sworn,  saying,  'Cursed  be  he  that 
giveth  a  wife  to  Benjamin. '" 

Then  they  said,  "Behold,  there  is  a  feast  of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh 
yearly  in  a  place  which  is  on  the  north  side  of  Beth-el,  on  the 
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east  side  of  the  highway  that  goeth  up  from  Beth-el  to  Shechem, 
and  on  the  south  of  Lebonah." 

Therefore  they  commanded  the  children  of  Benjamin,  saying, 
"Go  and  lie  in  wait  in  the  vineyards;  and  see,  and,  behold,  if 
the  daughters  of  Shiloh  come  out  to  dance  in  dances,  then  come 
ye  out  of  the  vineyards,  and  catch  you  every  man  his  wife  of  the 
daughters  of  Shiloh,  and  go  to  the  land  of  Benjamin.  And  it  shall 
be,  when  their  fathers  or  their  brethren  come  unto  us  to  com- 
plain, that  we  will  say  unto  them,  'Be  favourable  unto  them  for 
our  sakes:  because  we  reserved  not  to  each  man  his  wife  in  the 
war:  for  ye  did  not  give  unto  them  at  this  time,  that  ye  should 
be  guilty/" 

And  the  children  of  Benjamin  did  so,  and  took  them  wives, 
according  to  their  number,  of  them  that  danced,  whom  they 
caught:  and  they  went  and  returned  unto  their  inheritance,  and 
repaired  the  cities,  and  dwelt  in  them.  And  the  children  of  Is- 
rael departed  thence  at  that  time,  every  man  to  his  tribe  and  to 
his  family,  and  they  went  out  from  thence  every  man  to  his  in- 
heritance. In  those  days  there  was  no  king  in  Israel:  every  man 
did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes. 


THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF  SAMUEL 

WHAT  WAS  SAID  of  the  Book  of  Judges  is  also  largely  true  of  the 
First  Book  of  Samuel,  save  that  the  narratives  of  which  it  is  composed 
— probably  originally  put  together  even  a  little  earlier  than  the  Book  of 
Judges — dealt  with  events  nearer  to  the  writers'  own  tine  so  that  their 
imagination  was  a  trifle  more  limited  by  actuality.  The  theme  of  the 
work  is  twofold:  first,  the  conflict  between  the  older  semirepublican  gov- 
ernment of  the  Judges  represented  by  Samuel  and  the  rising  monarchical 
party  led  by  Saul,  and  second,  after  the  monarchy  is  established,  the 
successful  rebellion  of  David  against  it.  Looking  lack  upon  these  strug- 
gles from  the  point  of  view  of  the  later  kingdom,  when  David  was  ac- 
cepted as  the  national  hero  and  when  there  was  at  the  same  time  a 
tendency  to  glorify  the  older  past,  the  writers  attitude  was,  on  the 
whole,  decidedly  unfavorable  to  the  transitional  jigure  of  Saul,  although 
stories  emanating  from  his  followers  and  contradictory  of  the  Samuel- 
David  version  were  also  incorporated  in  the  record.  The  work  was  sub- 
jeded  to  Deuteronomic  revision  ditring  the  E#ile,  but  as  the  editors 
were  interested  in  historical  fads,  not  for  their  own  sake,  but  as  illus- 
trations of  religious  principles,  they  did  not  trouble  to  iron  out  these 
minor  discrepancies. 
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The  Birth  of  Samuel 

Now  THERE  WAS  A  CERTAIN  MAN  of  Ramathaim-~zophim,  of 
Mount  Ephraim,  and  his  name  was  Elkanah,  the  son  of 
Jeroham,  the  son  of  Elihu,  the  son  of  Tohu,  the  son  of  Zuph,  an 
Ephrathite:  and  he  had  two  wives;  the  name  of  the  one  was 
Hannah,  and  the  name  of  the  other  Peninnah:  and  Peninnah  had 
children,  but  Hannah  had  no  children.  And  this  man  went  up 
out  of  his  city  yearly  to  worship  and  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord 
of  hosts  inShiloh.Andthetwo  sons  of  Eli,  Hophni  andPhinehas, 
the  priests  of  the  Lord,  were  there. 

And  when  the  time  was  that  Elkanah  offered,  he  gave  to  Penin- 
nah his  wife,  and  to  all  her  sons  and  her  daughters,  portions: 
but  unto  Hannah  he  gave  a  worthy  portion;  for  he  loved  Han- 
nah: but  the  Lord  had  shut  up  her  womb.  And  her  adversary  also 
provoked  her  sore,  for  to  make  her  fret,  because  the  Lord  had 
shut  up  her  womb.  And  as  he  did  so  year  by  year,  when  she 
went  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,  so  she  provoked  her;  there- 
fore she  wept,  and  did  not  eat.  Then  said  Elkanah  her  husband 
to  her, 

"Hannah,  why  weepest  thou?  and  why  eatest  thou  not?  and 
why  is  thy  heart  grieved?  am  not  I  better  to  thee  than  ten  sons?" 

So  Hannah  rose  up  after  they  had  eaten  in  Shiloh,  and  after 
they  had  drunk.  Now  Eli  the  priest  sat  upon  a  seat  by  a  post  of 
the  temple  of  the  Lord.  And  she  was  in  bitterness  of  soul,  and 
prayed  unto  the  Lord,  and  wept  sore.  And  she  vowed  a  vow, 
and  said, 

"O  Lord  of  hosts,  if  thou  wilt  indeed  look  on  the  affliction  of 
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thine  handmaid,  and  remember  me,  and  not  forget  thine  Hand- 
maid, but  wilt  give  unto  thine  handmaid  a  man  child,  then  I  will 
give  him  unto  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  his  life,  and  there  shall  no 
razor  come  upon  his  head/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  she  continued  praying  before  the 
Lord,  that  Eli  marked  her  mouth.  Now  Hannah,  she  spoke  in 
her  heart;  only  her  lips  moved,  but  her  voice  was  not  heard: 
therefore  Eli  thought  she  had  been  drunken. 

And  Eli  said  unto  her,  "How  long  wilt  thou  be  drunken?  put 
away  thy  wine  from  thee." 

And  Hannah  answered  and  said,  "No,  my  lord,  I  am  a  woman 
of  a  sorrowful  spirit:  I  have  drunk  neither  wine  nor  strong  drink, 
but  have  poured  out  my  soul  before  the  Lord.  Count  not  thine 
handmaid  for  a  daughter  of  Belial:  for  out  of  the  abundance  of 
my  complaint  and  grief  have  I  spoken  hitherto." 

Then  Eli  answered  and  said,  "Go  in  peace:  and  the  God  of 
Israel  grant  thee  thy  petition  that  thou  hast  asked  of  him." 

And  she  said,  "Let  thine  handmaid  find  grace  in  thy  sight/' 

So  the  woman  went  her  way,  and  did  eat,  and  her  counte- 
nance was  no  more  sad.  And  they  rose  up  in  the  morning  early," 
and  worshipped  before  the  Lord,  and  returned,  and  came  to 
their  house  to  Ramah:  and  Elkanah  knew  Hannah  his  wife;  and 
the  Lord  remembered  her.  Wherefore  it  came  to  pass,  when  the 
time  was  come  about  after  Hannah  had  conceived,  that  she  bore 
a  son,  and  called  his  name  Samuel,  saying,  "Because  I  have  asked 
him  of  the  Lord." 

And  the  man  Elkanah,  and  all  his  house,  went  up  to  offer 
unto  the  Lord  the  yearly  sacrifice,  and  his  vow.  But  Hannah  went 
not  up;  for  she  said  unto  her  husband, 

"I  will  not  go  up  until  the  child  be  weaned,  and  then  I  will 
bring  him,  that  he  may  appear  before  the  Lord,  and  there  abide 
for  ever." 

And  Elkanah  her  husband  said  unto  her,  "Do  what  seemeth 
thee  good;  tarry  until  thou  have  weaned  him;  only  the  Lord 
establish  his  word." 

So  the  woman  abode,  and  gave  her  son  suck  until  she  weaned 
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him.  And  when  she  had  weaned  him,  she  took  him  up  with  her, 
with  three  bullocks,  and  one  ephah  of  flour,  and  a  bottle  of  wine, 
and  brought  him  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh:  and  the 
child  was  young.  And  they  slew  a  bullock,  and  brought  the 
child  to  Eli.  And  she  said, 

"Oh  my  lord,  as  thy  soul  liveth,  my  lord,  I  am  the  woman 
that  stood  by  thee  here,  praying  unto  the  Lord.  For  this  child  I 
prayed;  and  the  Lord  hath  given  me  my  petition  which  I  asked 
of  him:  therefore  also  I  have  lent  him  to  the  Lord;  as  long  as  he 
liveth  he  shall  be  lent  to  the  Lord." 

And  he  worshipped  the  Lord  there. 

Hannah's  Thanksgiving 
And  Hannah  prayed,  and  said,, 


eart  rejoiceth  in  the  Lord, 
Mine  horn  is  exalted  in  the  Lord: 
My  mouth  is  enlarged  over  mine  enemies; 
Because  1  rejoice  in  thy  salvation. 
There  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord: 
For  there  is  none  leside  thee: 
!N[either  is  there  any  rock  like  our  God. 
Talk  no  more  so  exceeding  proudly; 
Let  not  arrogancy  come  out  of  your  mouth: 
For  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  "knowledge, 
And  ly  him  adions  are  weighed. 
The  lows  of  the  mighty  men  are  Irohen, 
And  they  that  stumbled  are  girded  with  strength. 
The;y  that  were  full  have  hired  out  themselves  for  Iread; 
And  they  that  were  hungry  ceased: 
So  that  the  larren  hath  home  seven; 
And  she  that  hath  many  children  is  waxed  feeble. 
The  Lord  killeth,  and  wafeeth  alive: 
He  kringeth  down  to  the  grave,  and  Iringeth  u]). 
The  Lord  walceth  poor,  and  maketh  rich: 
He  bringeth  low,  and  lifteth  up. 
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He  raisctk  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dust, 

And  lifteth  up  the  leggarfrom  the  dunghill, 

To  set  them  among  princes, 

And  to  make  them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory: 

For  the  pillars  of  the  earth  are  the  Lord's, 

And  he  hath  set  the  world  upon  them. 

He  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  saints, 

And  the  wicked  shall  fce  silent  in  darkness; 

For  ly  strength  shall  no  man  prevail. 

The  adversaries  of  the  Lord  shall  lc  Broken  to  pieces; 

Out  of  heaven  shall  he  thunder  upon  them: 

The  Lord  shall  judge  the  ends  of  the  earth; 

And  he  shall  give  strength  i^nto  his  king, 

And  exalt  the  horn  of  his  anointed." 

The  Call  of  Samuel 

Now  the  sons  of  Eli  were  sons  of  Belial;  they  knew  not  the 
Lord.  And  the  priest's  custom  with  the  people  was  that,  when 
any  man  offered  sacrifice,  the  priest's  servant  came,  while  the 
flesh  was  in  seething,  with  a  fleshhook  of  three  teeth  in  his  hand; 
and  he  struck  it  into  the  pan,  or  kettle,  or  caldron,  or  pot;  all 
that  the  fleshhook  brought  up  the  priest  took  for  himself.  So 
they  did  in  Shiloh  unto  all  the  Israelites  that  came  thither.  Also 
before  they  burnt  the  fat,  the  priest's  servant  came,  and  said  to 
the  man  that  sacrificed,  "Give  flesh  to  roast  for  the  priest;  for  he 
will  not  have  sodden  flesh  of  thee,  but  raw." 

And  if  any  man  said  unto  him,  "Let  them  not  fail  to  burn  the 
fat  presently,  and  then  take  as  much  as  thy  soul  desireth";  then 
he  would  answer  him,  "Nay;  but  thou  shalt  give  it  me  now:  and 
if  not,  I  will  take  it  by  force/'  Wherefore  the  sin  of  the  young 
men  was  very  great  before  the  Lord:  for  men  abhorred  the  offer- 
ing of  the  Lord. 

But  Samuel  ministered  before  the  Lord,  being  a  child,  girded 
with  a  linen  ephod.  Moreover  his  mother  made  him  a  little  coat, 
and  brought  it  to  him  from  year  to  year,  when  she  came  up  with 
her  husband  to  offer  the  yearly  sacrifice. 
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And  Eli  blessed  Elkanah  and  his  wife,  and  said,  "The  Lord 
give  thee  seed  of  this  woman  for  the  loan  which  is  lent  to  the 
Lord." 

And  they  went  unto  their  own  home.  And  the  Lord  visited 
Hannah,  so  that  she  conceived,  and  bore  three  sons  and  two 
daughters.  And  the  child  Samuel  grew  before  the  Lord. 

Now  Eli  was  very  old,  and  heard  all  that  his  sons  did  unto  all 
Israel;  and  how  they  lay  with  the  women  that  assembled  at  the 
door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation.  And  he  said  unto 
them, 

"Why  do  ye  such  things?  for  I  hear  of  your  evil  dealings  by 
all  this  people.  Nay,  my  sons;  for  it  is  no  good  report  that  I 
hear:  ye  make  the  Lord's  people  to  transgress.  If  one  man  sin 
against  another,  the  judge  shall  judge  him:  but  if  a  man  sin  against 
the  Lord,  who  shall  intreat  for  him?" 

Notwithstanding  they  hearkened  not  unto  the  voice  of  their 
father,  because  the  Lord  would  slay  them.  And  the  child  Samuel 
grew  on,  and  was  in  favour  both  with  the  Lord,  and  also  with 
men. 

And  the  child  Samuel  ministered  unto  the  Lord  before  Eli. 
And  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  precious  in  those  days;  there  was 
no  open  vision. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  that  time,  when  Eli  was  laid  down  in 
his  place,  and  his  eyes  began  to  wax  dim,  that  he  could  not  see 
(and  ere  the  lamp  of  God  went  out  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord, 
where  the  ark  of  God  was,  and  Samuel  was  laid  down  to  sleep) , 
that  the  Lord  called  Samuel:  and  he  answered,  "Here  am  I/' 
And  he  ran  unto  Eli,  and  said,  "Here  am  I;  for  thou  calledst  me." 
And  he  said,  "I  called  not;  lie  down  again."  And  he  went  and 
lay  down. 

And  the  Lord  called  yet  again,  "Samuel/'  And  Samuel  arose 
and  went  to  Eli,  and  said,  "Here  am  I;  for  thou  didst  call  me." 
And  he  answered,  "I  called  not,  my  son;  lie  down  again." 

And  the  Lord  called  Samuel  again  the  third  time.  And  he 
arose  and  went  to  Eli,  and  said,  "Here  am  I;  for  thou  didst  call 
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And  Eli  perceived  that  the  Lord  Lad  called  the  child,  There- 
fore  Eli  said  unto  Samuel,  "Go,  lie  down:  and  it  shall  be,  if  he 
call  thee,  that  thou  shalt  say,  'Speak,  Lord;  for  thy  servant  hear- 
eth/" So  Samuel  went  and  lay  down  in  his  place. 

And  the  Lord  came,  and  stood,  and  called  as  at  other  times, 
"Samuel,  Samuel."  Then  Samuel  answered,  "Speak:  for  thy  serv- 
ant heareth/' 

And  the  Lord  said  to  Samuel,  "Behold,  I  will  do  a  thing  in 
Israel,  at  which  both  the  ears  of  every  one  that  heareth  it  shall 
tingle.  In  that  day  I  will  perform  against  Eli  all  things  which  I 
have  spoken  concerning  his  house:  when  I  begin,  I  will  also  make 
an  end.  For  I  have  told  him  that  I  will  judge  his  house  for  ever 
for  the  iniquity  which  he  knoweth;  because  his  sons  made  them- 
selves vile,  and  he  restrained  them  not.  And  therefore  I  have 
sworn  unto  the  house  of  Eli  that  the  iniquity  of  Eli's  house  shall 
not  be  purged  with  sacrifice  nor  offering  for  ever/' 

And  Samuel  lay  until  the  morning,  and  opened  the  doors  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  Samuel  feared  to  show  Eli  the  vision. 

Then  Eli  called  Samuel,  and  said,  "Samuel,  my  son."  And  he 
answered,  "Her  earn  I." 

And  he  said,  "What  is  the  thing  that  the  Lord  hath  said  unto 
thee?  I  pray  thee  hide  it  not  from  me:  God  do  so  to  thee,  and 
more  also,  if  thou  hide  any  thing  from  me  of  all  the  things  that 
he  said  unto  thee/' 

And  Samuel  told  him  every  whit,  and  hid  nothing  from  him. 
And  he  said,  "It  is  the  Lord:  let  him  do  what  seemeth  him  good/' 

And  Samuel  grew,  and  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and  did  let 
none  of  his  words  fall  to  the  ground.  And  all  Israel  from  Dan 
even  to  Beer-sheba  knew  that  Samuel  was  established  to  be  a 
prophet  of  the  Lord. 

The  Lass  of  the,  Ark 

Now  Israel  went  out  against  the  Philistines  to  battle,  and 
pitched  beside  Eben-ezer:  and  the  Philistines  pitched  in  Aphek 
And  the  Philistines  put  themselves  in  array  against  Israel:  and 
when  they  joined  battle,  Israel  was  smitten  before  the  Philis- 
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tines:  and  they  slew  of  the  army  in  tlie  field  about  four  thousand 
men. 

And  when  the  people  were  come  into  the  camp,  the  elders  of 
Israel  said,  "Wherefore  hath  the  Lord  smitten  us  to-day  before 
the  Philistines?  Let  us  fetch  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord 
out  of  Shiloh  unto  us,  that,  when  it  cometh  among  us,  it  may 
save  us  out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies." 

So  the  people  sent  to  Shiloh,  that  they  might  bring  from 
thence  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  which  dwell- 
eth  between  the  cherubims:  and  the  two  sons  of  Eli,  Hophni 
and  Phinehas,  were  there  with  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  God. 
And  when  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  came  into  the 
camp,  all  Israel  shouted  with  a  great  shout,  so  that  the  earth 
rang  again. 

And  when  the  Philistines  heard  the  noise  of  the  shout,  they 
said,  "What  meaneth  the  noise  of  this  great  shout  in  the  camp 
of  the  Hebrews?" 

And  they  understood  that  the  ark  of  the  Lord  was  come  into 
the  camp.  And  the  Philistines  were  afraid,  for  they  said,  "God 
is  come  into  the  camp." 

And  they  said,  "Woe  unto  us !  for  there  hath  not  been  such  a 
thing  heretofore.  Woe  unto  us !  who  shall  deliver  us  out  of  the 
hand  of  these  mighty  Gods?  these  are  the  Gods  that  smote  the 
Egyptians  with  all  the  plagues  in  the  wilderness.  Be  strong, 
and  quit  yourselves  like  men,  O  ye  Philistines,  that  ye  be  not 
servants  unto  the  Hebrews,  as  they  have  been  to  you:  quit  your- 
selves like  men,  and  fight." 

And  the  Philistines  fought,  and  Israel  was  smitten,  and  they 
fled  every  man  into  his  tent:  and  there  was  a  very  great  slaugtr 
ter;  for  there  fell  of  Israel  thirty  thousand  footmen.  And  the  ark 
of  God  was  taken;  and  the  two  sons  of  Eli,  Hophni  and  Phinehas, 
were  slain. 

And  there  ran  a  man  of  Benjamin  out  of  the  army,  and  came 
to  Shiloh  the  same  day  with  his  clothes  rent,  and  with  earth 
upon  his  head.  And  when  he  came,  lo,  Eli  sat  upon  a  seat  by  the 
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wayside  watching:  for  his  heart  trembled  for  the  ark  of  God. 
And  when  the  man  came  into  the  city,  and  told  it,  all  the  city 
cried  out. 

And  when  Eli  heard  the  noise  of  the  crying,  he  said,  "What 
meaneth  the  noise  of  this  tumult?" 

Now  Eli  was  ninety  and  eight  years  old;  and  his  eyes  were 
dim,  that  he  could  not  see.  And  the  man  said  unto  Eli,  "I  am  he 
that  came  out  of  the  army,  and  I  fled  to-day  out  of  the  army." 
And  he  said,  "What  is  there  done,  my  son?" 

And  the  messenger  answered  and  said,  "Israel  is  fled  before 
the  Philistines,  and  there  hath  been  also  a  great  slaughter  among 
the  people,  and  thy  two  sons  also,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  are 
dead,  and  the  ark  of  God  is  taken." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  made  mention  of  the  ark  of 
God,  that  he  fell  from  off  the  seat  backward  by  the  side  of  the 
gate,  and  his  neck  broke,  and  he  died:  for  he  was  an  old  man,  and 
heavy.  And  he  had  judged  Israel  forty  years. 

And  his  daughter-in-law,  Phinehas'  wife,  was  with  child, 
near  to  be  delivered:  and  when  she  heard  the  tidings  that  the 
ark  of  God  was  taken,  and  that  her  father-in-law  and  her  hus- 
band were  dead,  she  bowed  herself  and  travailed;  for  her  pains 
came  upon  her.  And  about  the  time  of  her  death  the  women 
that  stood  by  her  said  unto  her,  "Fear  not:  for  thou  hast  borne 
a  son." 

But  she  answered  not,  neither  did  she  regard  it.  And  she 
named  the  child  I-chabod,  saying,  "The  glory  is  departed  from 
Israel":  because  the  ark  of  God  was  taken,  and  because  of  her 
father-in-law  and  her  husband.  And  she  said, 

"The  glory  is  departed  from  Israel: 
For  the  ark  of  God  is  taken.* 

TJie  Anointing  of  Saul 

And  Samuel  judged  Israel  all  the  days  of  his  life.  And  he 
went  from  year  to  year  in  circuit  to  Beth-el,  and  Gilgal,  and 
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Mizpeh,  and  judged  Israel  in  all  those  places.  And  his  return 
was  to  Ramah;  for  there  was  his  house;  and  there  he  judged 
Israel;  and  there  he  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Samuel  was  old,  that  he  made  his 
sons  judges  over  Israel.  Now  the  name  of  his  firstborn  was  Joel; 
and  the  name  of  his  second,  Abiah:  they  were  judges  in  Beer- 
sheba.  And  his  sons  walked  not  in  his  ways,  but  turned  aside 
after  lucre,  and  took  bribes,  and  perverted  judgment.  Then  all 
the  elders  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  together,  and  came  to 
Samuel  unto  Ramah,  and  said  unto  him, 

"Behold,  thou  art  old,  and  thy  sons  walk  not  in  thy  ways: 
now  make  us  a  king  to  judge  us  like  all  the  nations." 

But  the  thing  displeased  Samuel,  when  they  said,  "Give  us  a 
king  to  judge  us."  And  Samuel  prayed  unto  the  Lord.  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  Samuel, 

"Hearken  unto  the  voice  of  the  people  in  all  that  they  say 
unto  thee:  for  they  have  not  rejected  thee,  but  they  have  rejected 
me,  that  I  should  not  reign  over  them.  According  to  all  the  works 
which  they  have  done  since  the  day  that  I  brought  them  up  out 
of  Egypt  even  unto  this  day,  wherewith  they  have  forsaken  me, 
and  served  other  gods,  so  do  they  also  unto  thee.  Now  therefore 
hearken  unto  their  voice:  howbeit  yet  protest  solemnly  unto 
them,  and  show  them  the  manner  of  the  king  that  shall  reign  over 
them." 

And  Samuel  told*  all  the  words  of  the  Lord  unto  the  people 
that  asked  of  him  a  king.  And  he  said, 

"This  will  be  the  manner  of  the  king  that  shall  reign  over 
you:  he  will  take  your  sons,  and  appoint  them  for  himself,  for 
his  chariots,  and  to  be  his  horsemen;  and  some  shall  run  before 
his  chariots. 

"And  he  will  appoint  him  captains  over  thousands,  and  cap- 
tains over  fifties;  and  will  set  them  to  ear  his  ground,  and  to 
reap  his  harvest,  and  to  make  his  instruments  of  war,  and  in- 
struments of  his  chariots. 

"And  he  will  take  your  daughters  to  be  confectioners,  and 
to  be  cooks,  and  to  be  bakers. 
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"And  he  will  take  your  fields,  and  your  vineyards,  and  your 
oliveyards,  even  the  best  of  them,  and  give  them  to  his  servants. 

"And  he  will  take  the  tenth  of  your  seed,  and  of  your  vine- 
yards, and  give  to  his  officers,  and  to  his  servants. 

"And  he  will  take  your  menservants,  and  your  maidservants, 
and  your  goodliest  young  men,  and  your  asses,  and  put  them  to 
his  work. 

"He  will  take  the  tenth  of  your  sheep:  and  ye  shall  be  his 
servants.  And  ye  shall  cry  out  in  that  day  because  of  your  king 
which  ye  shall  have  chosen  you;  and  the  Lord  will  not  hear  you 
in  that  day/' 

Nevertheless  the  people  refused  to  obey  the  voice  of  Samuel; 
and  they  said, 

"Nay;  but  we  will  have  a  king  over  us;  that  we  also  may  be 
like  all  the  nations;  and  that  our  king  may  judge  us,  and  go  out 
before  us,  and  fight  our  battles/' 

And  Samuel  heard  all  the  words  of  the  people,  and  he  re- 
hearsed them  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord.  And  the  Lord  said  to 
Samuel,  "Hearken  unto  their  voice,  and  make  them  a  king/'  And 
Samuel  said  unto  the  men  of  Israel,  "Go  ye  every  man  unto  his 
city/' 

Now  there  was  a  man  of  Benjamin,  whose  name  was  Kish, 
the  son  of  Abiel,  the  son  of  Zeror,  the  son  of  Bechorath,  the  son 
of  Aphiah,  a  Benjamite,  a  mighty  man  of  power.  And  he  had  a 
son,  whose  name  was  Saul,  a  choice  young  man,  and  a  goodly: 
and  there  was  not  among  the  children  of  Israel  a  goodlier  person 
than  he:  from  his  shoulders  and  upward  he  was  higher  than  any 
of  the  people. 

And  the  asses  of  Kish  Saul's  father  were  lost.  And  Kish  said 
to  Saul  his  son,  "Take  now  one  of  the  servants  with  thee,  and 
arise,  go  seek  the  asses." 

And  he  passed  through  Mount  Ephraim,  and  passed  through 
the  land  of  Shalisha,  but  they  found  them  not:  then  they  passed 
through  the  land  of  Shalim,  and  there  they  were  not:  and  he 
passed  through  the  land  of  the  Benjamites,  but  they  found  them 
not.  And  when  they  were  come  to  the  land  of  Zuph,  Saul  said 
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to  his  servant  that  was  with  him,  "Come,  and  let  us  return;  lest 
my  father  leave  caring  for  the  asses,  and  take  thought  for  us." 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "Behold  now,  there  is  in  this  city  a  man 
of  God,  and  he  is  an  honourable  man;  all  that  he  saith  cometh 
surely  to  pass:  now  let  us  go  thither;  peradventure  he  can  show 
us  our  way  that  we  should  go." 

Then  said  Saul  to  his  servant,  "But,  behold,  if  we  go,  what 
shall  we  bring  the  man?  for  the  bread  is  spent  in  our  vessels,  and 
there  is  not  a  present  to  bring  to  the  man  of  God:  what  have  we?" 

And  the  servant  answered  Saul  again,  and  said,  "Behold,  I 
have  here  at  hand  the  fourth  part  of  a  shekel  of  silver:  that  will 
I  give  to  the  man  of  God,  to  tell  us  our  way." 

(Beforetime  in  Israel,  when  a  man  went  to  enquire  of  God, 
thus  he  spoke,  "Come,  and  let  us  go  to  the  seer:  for  he  that  is  now 
called  a  prophet  was  beforetime  called  a  seer/7) 

Then  said  Saul  to  his  servant,  "Well  said;  come,  let  us  go." 

So  they  went  unto  the  city  where  the  man  of  God  was.  And 
as  they  went  up  the  hill  to  the  city,  they  found  young  maidens 
going  out  to  draw  water,  and  said  unto  them,  "Is  the  seer  here?" 

And  they  answered  them,  and  said, 

"He  is;  behold,  he  is  before  you:  make  haste  now,  for  he  came 
to-day  to  the  city;  for  there  is  a  sacrifice  of  the  people  to-day  in 
the  high  place:  as  soon  as  ye  be  come  into  the  city,  ye  shall 
straightway  find  him,  before  he  go  up  to  the  high  place  to  eat: 
for  the  people  will  not  eat  until  he  come,  because  he  doth  bless 
the  sacrifice;  and  afterwards  they  eat  that  be  bidden.  Now  there- 
fore get  you  up;  for  about  this  time  ye  shall  find  him." 

And  they  went  up  into  the  city:  and  when  they  were  come 
into  the  city,  behold,  Samuel  came  out  against  them,  for  to  go 
up  to  the  high  place. 

Now  the  Lord  had  told  Samuel  in  his  ear  a  day  before  Saul 
came,  saying, 

"To-morrow  about  this  time  I  will  send  thee  a  man  out  of  the 
land  of  Benjamin,  and  thou  shalt  anoint  him  to  be  captain  over 
my  people  Israel,  that  he  may  save  my  people  out  of  the  hand  of 
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the  Philistines:  for  I  have  looked  upon  my  people,  because  their 
cry  is  come  unto  me." 

And  when  Samuel  saw  Saul,  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Behold 
the  man  whom  I  spoke  to  thee  of!  this  same  shall  reign  over  my 
people/' 

Then  Saul  drew  near  to  Samuel  in  the  gate,  and  said,  "Tell 
me,  I  pray  thee,  where  the  seer's  house  is." 

And  Samuel  answered  Saul,  and  said,  "I  am  the  seer:  go  up 
before  me  unto  the  high  place;  for  ye  shall  eat  with  me  to-day, 
and  to-morrow  I  will  let  thee  go,  and  will  tell  thee  all  that  is  in 
thine  heart.  And  as  for  thine  asses  that  were  lost  three  days  ago, 
set  not  thy  mind  on  them;  for  they  are  found.  And  on  whom  is  all 
the  desire  of  Israel?  Is  it  not  on  thee,  and  on  all  thy  father' s  house?" 

And  Saul  answered  and  said,  "Am  not  I  a  Benjamite,  of  the 
smallest  of  the  tribes  of  Israel?  and  my  family  the  least  of  all  the 
families  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin?  wherefore  then  speakest  thou 
so  to  me?" 

And  Samuel  took  Saul  and  his  servant,  and  brought  them  into 
the  parlour,  and  made  them  sit  in  the  chiefest  place  among  them 
that  were  bidden,  which  were  about  thirty  persons.  And  Sam- 
uel said  unto  the  cook,  "Bring  the  portion  which  I  gave  thee, 
of  which  I  said  unto  thee,  'Set  it  by  thee. '" 

And  the  cook  took  up  the  shoulder,  and  that  which  was  upon 
it,  and  set  it  before  Saul.  And  Samuel  said,  "Behold  that  which 
is  left !  set  it  before  thee,  and  eat:  for  unto  this  time  hath  it  been 
kept  for  thee  since  I  said,  'I  have  invited  the  people/" 

So  Saul  did  eat  with  Samuel  that  day.  And  when  they  were 
come  down  from  the  high  place  into  the  city,  Samuel  communed 
with  Saul  upon  the  top  of  the  house.  And  they  arose  early:  and 
it  came  to  pass,  about  the  spring  of  the  day,  that  Samuel  called 
Saul  to  the  top  of  the  house,  saying, 

"Up,  that  I  may  send  thee  away/' 

And  Saul  arose,  and  they  went  out  both  of  them,  he  and  Sam- 
uel, abroad.  And  as  they  were  going  down  to  the  end  of  the 
city,  Samuel  said  to  Saul, 
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"Bid  the  servant  pass  on  before  us—"  and  he  passed  on — "but 
stand  thou  still  a  while,  that  I  may  show  thee  the  word  of  God. " 

Then  Samuel  took  a  vial  of  oil,  and  poured  it  upon  his  head, 
and  kissed  him,  and  said, 

"Is  it  not  because  the  Lord  hath  anointed  thee  to  be  captain 
over  his  inheritance?  When  thou  art  departed  from  me  to-day, 
then  thou  shalt  find  two  men  by  Rachel's  sepulchre  in  the  bor- 
der of  Benjamin  at  Zelzah;  and  they  will  say  unto  thee,  The 
asses  which  thou  wentest  to  seek  are  found:  and,  lo,  thy  father 
hath  left  the  care  of  the  asses,  and  sorroweth  for  you,  saying, 
"What  shall  I  do  for  my  son?"'  Then  shalt  thou  go  on  forward 
from  thence,  and  thou  shalt  come  to  the  plain  of  Tabor,  and 
there  shall  meet  thee  three  men  going  up  to  God  to  Beth-el,  one 
carrying  three  kids,  and  another  carrying  three  loaves  of  bread, 
and  another  carrying  a  bottle  of  wine;  and  they  will  salute  thee, 
and  give  thee  two  loaves  of  bread;  which  thou  shalt  receive  of 
their  hands.  After  that  thou  shalt  come  to  the  hill  of  God,  where 
is  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines:  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when 
thou  art  come  thither  to  the  city,  that  thou  shalt  meet  a  com- 
pany of  prophets  coming  down  from  the  high  place  with  a  psal- 
tery, and  a  tablet,  and  a  pipe,  and  a  harp,  before  them;  and  they 
shall  prophesy:  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  come  upon  thee, 
and  thou  shalt  prophesy  with  them,  and  shalt  be  turned  into 
another  man.  And  let  it  be,  when  these  signs  are  come  unto  thee, 
that  thou  do  as  occasion  serve  thee;  for  God  is  with  thee.  And 
thou  shalt  go  down  before  me  to  Gilgal;  and,  behold,  I  will 
come  down  unto  thee,  to  offer  burnt  offerings,  and  to  sacrifice 
sacrifices  of  peace  offerings:  seven  days  shalt  thou  tarry,  till  I 
come  to  thee,  and  show  thee  what  thou  shalt  do." 

And  Samuel  called  the  people  together  unto  the  Lord  to  Miz- 
peh,  and  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel, 

"Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  1  brought  up  Israel  out 
of  Egypt,  and  delivered  you  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians, 
and  out  of  the  hand  of  all  kingdoms,  and  of  them  that  oppressed 
you':  and  ye  have  this  day  rejected  your  God,  who  himself  saved 
you  out  of  all  your  adversities  and  your  tribulations;  and  ye 


THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF  SAMUEL 

have  said  unto  him,  'Nay,  but  set  a  king  over  us. '  Now  there- 
fore present  yourselves  before  the  Lord  by  your  tribes,  and  by 
your  thousands/' 

And  when  Samuel  had  caused  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  come 
near,  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  was  taken.  When  he  had  caused  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin  to  come  near  by  their  families,  the  family  of 
Matri  was  taken,  and  Saul  the  son  of  Kish  was  taken:  and  when 
they  sought  him,  he  could  not  be  found.  Therefore  they  enquired 
of  the  Lord  further,  if  the  man  should  yet  come  thither.  And  the 
Lord  answered, 

"Behold,  he  hath  hid  himself  among  the  stuff/' 

And  they  ran  and  fetched  him  thence:  and  when  he  stood 
among  the  people,  he  was  higher  than  any  of  the  people  from 
his  shoulders  and  upward.  And  Samuel  said  to  all  the  people, 

"See  ye  him  whom  the  Lord  hath  chosen,  that  there  is  none 
like  him  among  all  the  people?" 

And  all  the  people  shouted,  and  said, 

"God  save  the  king/' 

Then  Samuel  told  the  people  the  manner  of  the  kingdom, 
and  wrote  it  in  a  book,  and  laid  it  up  before  the  Lord.  And 
Samuel  sent  all  the  people  away,  every  man  to  his  house.  And 
Saul  also  went  home  to  Gibeah,*  and  there  went  with  him  a  band 
of  men,  whose  hearts  God  had  touched. 

The  Beginning  ojtke  Reign  of  Saul 

Then  Nahash  the  Ammonite  came  up,  and  encamped  against 
Jabesh-gilead:  and  all  the  men  of  Jabesh  said  unto  Nahash,  "Make 
a  covenant  with  us,  and  we  will  serve  thee." 

And  Nahash  the  Ammonite  answered  them,  "On  this  condi" 
tion  will  I  make  a  covenant  with  you,  that  I  may  thrust  out  all 
your  right  eyes,  and  lay  it  for  a  reproach  upon  all  Israel/' 

And  the  elders  of  Jabesh  said  unto  him,  "Give  us  seven  days 
respite,  that  we  may  send  messengers  unto  all  the  coasts  of  Is- 
rael: and  then,  if  there  be  no  man  to  save  us,  we  will  come  out 
to  thee/' 

Then  came  the  messengers  to  Gibeah  of  Saul,  and  told  the 


THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF  SAMUEL 

tidings  in  the  ears  of  the  people:  and  all  the  people  lifted  up 
their  voices,  and  wept.  And,  behold,  Saul  came  after  the  herd 
out  of  the  field;  and  Saul  said,  "What  aileth  the  people  that 
they  weep?"  And  they  told  him  the  tidings  of  the  men  of  Jabesh. 

And  the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  Saul  when  he  heard  those 
tidings,  and  his  anger  was  kindled  greatly.  And  he  took  a  yoke 
of  oxen,  and  hewed  them  in  pieces,  and  sent  them  throughout 
all  the  coasts  of  Israel  by  the  hands  of  messengers,  saying, 

"Whosoever  cometh  not  forth  after  Saul  and  after  Samuel, 
so  shall  it  be  done  unto  his  oxen." 

And  the  fear  of  the  Lord  fell  on  the  people,  and  they  came 
out  with  one  consent.  And  when  he  numbered  them  in  Bezek, 
the  children  of  Israel  were  three  hundred  thousand,  and  the  men 
of  Judah  thirty  thousand.  And  they  said  unto  the  messengers 
that  came, 

"Thus  shall  ye  say  unto  the  men  of  Jabesh-gilead,  To-mor- 
row, by  that  time  the  sun  be  hot,  ye  shall  have  help/" 

And  the  messengers  came  and  showed  it  to  the  men  of  Jabesh; 
and  they  were  glad.  Therefore  the  men  of  Jabesh  said, 

"To-morrow  we  will  come  out  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  do  with 
us  all  that  seemeth  good  unto  you/' 

And  it  was  so  on  the  morrow,  that  Saul  put  the  people  in 
three  companies;  and  they  came  into  the  midst  of  the  host  in 
the  morning  watch,  and  slew  the  Ammonites  until  the  heat  of 
the  day:  and  it  came  to  pass  that  they  which  remained  were 
scattered,  so  that  two  of  them  were  not  left  together. 

And  all  the  people  went  to  Gilgal;  and  there  they  made  Saul 
king  before  the  Lord  in  Gilgal;  and  there  they  sacrificed  sacri- 
fices of  peace  offerings  before  the  Lord;  and  there  Saul  and  all 
the  men  of  Israel  rejoiced  greatly. 

Saul  reigned  one  year;  and  when  he  had  reigned  two  years 
over  Israel,  Saul  chose  him  three  thousand  men  of  Israel;  whereof 
two  thousand  were  with  Saul  in  Michmash  and  in  Mount  Beth- 
el, and  a  thousand  were  with  Jonathan  in  Gibeah  of  Benjamin: 
and  the  rest  of  the  people  he  sent  every  man  to  his  tent.  And 
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Jonathan  smote  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines  that  was  in  Geba, 
and  the  Philistines  heard  of  it.  And  Saul  blew  the  trumpet 
throughout  all  the  land,  saying,  "Let  the  Hebrews  hear."  And 
all  Israel  heard  say  that  Saul  had  smitten  a  garrison  of  the  Phi- 
listines, and  that  Israel  also  was  had  in  abomination  with  the 
Philistines.  And  the  people  were  called  together  after  Saul  to 
GilgaL 

And  the  Philistines  gathered  themselves  together  to  fight 
with  Israel,  thirty  thousand  chariots,  and  six  thousand  horse- 
men, and  people  as  the  sand  which  is  on  the  sea  shore  in  multi- 
tude: and  they  came  up,  and  pitched  in  Michmash,  eastward 
from  Beth-aven.  When  the  men  of  Israel  saw  that  they  were  in  a 
strait  (for  the  people  were  distressed),  then  the  people  did  hide 
themselves  in  caves,  and  in  thickets,  and  in  rocks,  and  in  high 
places,  and  in  pits.  And  some  of  the  Hebrews  went  over  Jordan 
to  the  land  of  Gad  and  Gilead.  As  for  Saul,  he  was  yet  in  Gilgal, 
and  all  the  people  followed  him  trembling.  And  the  garrison  of 
the  Philistines  went  out  to  the  passage  of  Michmash. 

Now  it  came  to  pass  upon  a  day,  that  Jonathan  the  son  of 
Saul  said  unto  the  young  man  that  bore  his  armour,  "Come,  and 
let  us  go  over  to  the  Philistines'  garrison,  that  is  on  the  other 
side."  But  he  told  not  his  father. 

And  Jonathan  said  to  the  young  man  that  bore  his  armour, 
"Come,  and  let  us  go  over  unto  the  garrison  of  these  uncircum- 
cised:  it  may  be  that  the  Lord  will  work  for  us:  for  there  is  no 
restraint  to  the  Lord  to  save  by  many  or  by  few." 

And  his  armourbearer  said  unto  him,  "Do  all  that  is  in  thine 
heart:  turn  thee;  behold,  I  am  with  thee  according  to  thy  heart." 

Then  said  Jonathan,  "Behold,  we  will  pass  over  unto  these 
men,  and  we  will  discover  ourselves  unto  them.  If  they  say  thus 
unto  us,  'Tarry  until  we  come  to  you/  then  we  will  stand  still 
in  our  place,  and  will  not  go  up  unto  them.  But  if  they  say  thus, 
'Come  up  unto  us';  then  we  will  go  up:  for  the  Lord  hath  de- 
livered them  into  our  hand:  and  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  us." 

And  both  of  them  discovered  themselves  unto  the  garrison  of 
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the  Philistines:  and  the  Philistines  said,  "Behold,  the  Hebrews 
come  forth  out  of  the  holes  where  they  had  hid  themselves." 

And  the  men  of  the  garrison  answered  Jonathan  and  his  ar- 
mourbearer, and  said,  "Come  up  to  us,  and  we  will  show  you  a 
thing." 

And  Jonathan  said  unto  his  armourbearer,  "Come  up  after 
me:  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Israel." 

And  Jonathan  climbed  up  upon  his  hands  and  upon  his  feet, 
and  his  armourbearer  after  him:  and  they  fell  before  Jonathan; 
and  his  armourbearer  slew  after  him.  And  that  first  slaughter, 
which  Jonathan  and  his  armourbearer  made,  was  about  twenty 
men,  within  as  it  were  a  half  acre  of  land,  which  a  yoke  of  oxen 
might  plow.  And  there  was  trembling  in  the  host,  in  the  field, 
and  among  all  the  people:  the  garrison,  and  the  spoilers,  they 
also  trembled,  and  the  earth  quaked:  so  it  was  a  very  great 
trembling. 

And  the  watchmen  of  Saul  in  Gibeah  of  Benjamin  looked; 
and,  behold,  the  multitude  melted  away,  and  they  went  on  beat- 
ing down  one  another. 

Then  said  Saul  unto  the  people  that  were  with  him,  "Num- 
ber now,  and  see  who  is  gone  from  us/' 

And  when  they  had  numbered,  behold,  Jonathan  and  his  ar- 
mourbearer were  not  there. 

And  Saul  and  all  the  people  that  were  with  him  assembled 
themselves,  and  they  came  to  the  battle:  and,  behold,  every  man's 
sword  was  against  his  fellow,  and  there  was  a  very  great  dis- 
comfiture. Moreover  the  Hebrews  that  were  with  the  Philistines 
before  that  time,  which  went  up  with  them  into  the  camp  from 
the  country  round  about,  even  they  also  turned  to  be  with  the 
Israelites  that  were  with  Saul  and  Jonathan.  Likewise  all  the 
men  of  Israel  which  had  hid  themselves  in  Mount  Ephraim,  when 
they  heard  that  the  Philistines  fled,  even  they  also  followed  hard 
after  them  in  the  battle.  So  the  Lord  saved  Israel  that  day:  and 
the  battle  passed  over  unto  Bettraven. 

And  the  men  of  Israel  were  distressed  that  day:  for  Saul  had 
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adjured  the  people,  saying,  "Cursed  be  the  man  that  eateth  any 
food  until  evening,  that  I  may  be  avenged  on  mine  enemies."  So 
none  of  the  people  tasted  any  food.  And  all  they  of  the  land 
came  to  a  wood;  and  there  was  honey  upon  the  ground.  And 
when  the  people  were  come  into  the  wood,  behold,  the  honey 
dropped;  but  no  man  put  his  hand  to  his  mouth:  for  the  people 
feared  the  oath. 

But  Jonathan  heard  not  when  his  father  charged  the  people 
with  the  oath:  wherefore  he  put  forth  the  end  of  the  rod  that 
was  in  his  hand,  and  dipped  it  in  an  honeycomb,  and  put  his 
hand  to  his  mouth;  and  his  eyes  were  enlightened. 

Then  answered  one  of  the  people,  and  said,  "Thy  father  str  aitly 
charged  the  people  with  an  oath,  saying,  'Cursed  be  the  man 
that  eateth  any  food  this  day. 9" 

And  the  people  were  faint.  Then  said  Jonathan 

"My  father  hath  troubled  the  land:  see,  I  pray  you,  how  mine 
eyes  have  been  enlightened,  because  I  tasted  a  little  of  this  honey. 
How  much  more,  if  haply  the  people  had  eaten  freely  to-day  of 
the  spoil  of  their  enemies  which  they  found?  for  had  there  not 
been  now  a  much  greater  slaughter  among  the  Philistines?" 

And  they  smote  the  Philistines  that  day  from  Michmash  to 
Aijalon:  and  the  people  were  very  faint.  And  the  people  flew 
upon  the  spoil,  and  took  sheep,  and  oxen,  and  calves,  and  slew 
them  on  the  ground:  and  the  people  did  eat  them  with  the  blood, 

Then  they  told  Saul,  saying,  "Behold,  the  people  sin  against 
the  Lord,  in  that  they  eat  with  the  blood/'  And  he  said,  "Ye 
have  transgressed:  roll  a  great  stone  unto  me  this  day/ 

And  Saul  said,  "Disperse  yourselves  among  the  people,  and 
say  unto  them,  'Bring  me  hither  every  man  his  ox,  and  every 
man  his  sheep/  and  slay  them  here,  and  eat;  and  sin  not  against 
the  Lord  in  eating  with  the  blood." 

And  all  the  people  brought  every  man  his  ox  with  him  that 
night,  and  slew  them  there.  And  Saul  built  an  altar  unto  the 
Lord:  the  same  was  the  first  altar  that  he  built  unto  the  Lord. 

And  Saul  said,  "Let  us  go  down  after  the  Philistines  by  night, 
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and  spoil  them  until  the  morning  light,  and  let  us  not  leave  a 
man  of  them." 

And  they  said,  "Do  whatsoever  seemeth  good  unto  thee/' 

Then  said  the  priest,  "Let  us  draw  near  hither  unto  God/' 

And  Saul  asked  counsel  of  God,  "Shall  I  go  down  after  the 
Philistines?  wilt  thou  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Israel?" 

But  he  answered  him  not  that  day. 

And  Saul  said,  "Draw  ye  near  hither,  all  the  chief  of  the  peo- 
ple: and  know  and  see  wherein  this  sin  hath  been  this  day.  For, 
as  the  Lord  liveth,  which  saveth  Israel,  though  it  be  in  Jonathan 
my  son,  he  shall  surely  die." 

But  there  was  not  a  man  among  all  the  people  that  answered 
hi-m. 

/Then  said  he  unto  all  Israel,  "Be  ye  on  one  side,  and  I  and 
Jonathan  my  son  will  be  on  the  other  side/' 

And  the  people  said  unto  Saul,  "Do  what  seemeth  good  unto 
thee." 

Therefore  Saul  said  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  "Give  a  per- 
fect lot/'  And  Saul  and  Jonathan  were  taken:  but  the  people  es- 
caped. 

And  Saul  said,  "Cast  lots  between  me  and  Jonathan  my  son/' 
And  Jonathan  was  taken. 

Then  Saul  said  to  Jonathan,  "Tell  me  what  thou  hast  done/' 
And  Jonathan  told  him,  and  said,  "I  did  but  taste  a  little  honey 
with  the  end  of  the  rod  that  was  in  mine  hand,  and,  lo,  I  must 
die." 

And  Saul  answered,  "God  do  so  and  more  also:  for  thou  shalt 
surely  die,  Jonathan.  * 

And  the  people  said  unto  Saul,  "Shall  Jonathan  die,  who  hath 
wrought  this  great  salvation  in  Israel?  God  forbid:  as  the  Lord 
liveth,  there  shall  not  one  hair  of  his  head  fall  to  the  ground; 
for  he  hath  wrought  with  God  this  day." 

So  the  people  rescued  Jonathan,  that  he  died  not. 

Then  Saul  went  up  from  following  the  Philistines:  and  the 
Philistines  went  to  their  own  place.  So  Saul  took  the  kingdom 
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over  Israel,  and  fought  against  all  His  enemies  on  every  side, 
against  Moab,  and  against  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  against 
Edom,  and  against  the  kings  of  Zobah,  and  against  the  Philis- 
tines: and  whithersoever  he  turned  himself,  he  vexed  them.  And 
he  gathered  a  host,  and  smote  the  Amalekites,  and  delivered 
Israel  out  of  the  hands  of  them  that  spoiled  them. 

Now  the  sons  of  Saul  were  Jonathan,  and  Ishui,  and  Melchi- 
shua:  and  the  names  of  his  two  daughters  were  these;  the  name 
of  the  firstborn  Merab,  and  the  name  of  the  younger  Michal: 
and  the  name  of  Saul's  wife  was  Ahinoam,  the  daughter  of  Ahr 
maaz:  and  the  name  of  the  captain  of  his  host  was  Abner,  the  son 
of  Ner,  Saul's  uncle.  And  Kish  was  the  father  of  Saul;  and  Ner 
the  father  of  Abner  was  the  son  of  AbieL  And  there  was  sore 
war  against  the  Philistines  all  the  days  of  Saul:  and  when  Saul 
saw  any  strong  man,  or  any  valiant  man,  he  took  him  unto  him. 

Samuel  also  said  unto  Saul,  'The  Lord  sent  me  to  anoint  thee 
to  be  king  over  his  people,  over  Israel:  now  therefore  hearken 
thou  unto  the  voice  of  the  words  of  the  Lord.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  'I  remember  that  which  Amalek  did  to  Israel, 
how  he  laid  wait  for  him  in  the  way,  when  he  came  up  from 
Egypt.  Now  go  and  smite  Amalek,  and  utterly  destroy  all  that 
they  have,  and  spare  them  not;  but  slay  both  man  and  woman, 
infant  and  suckling,  ox  and  sheep,  camel  and  ass/* 

And  Saul  gathered  the  people  together,  and  numbered  them 
in  Telaim,  two  hundred  thousand  footmen,  and  ten  thousand 
men  of  Judah.  And  Saul  came  to  a  city  of  Amalek,  and  laid  wait 
in  the  valley. 

And  Saul  said  unto  the  Kenites,  "Go,  depart,  get  you  down 
from  among  the  Amalekites,  lest  I  destroy  you  with  them:  for 
ye  showed  kindness  to  all  the  children  of  Israel,  when  they  came 
up  out  of  Egypt." 

So  the  Kenites  departed  from  among  the  Amalekites.  And 
Saul  smote  the  Amalekites  from  Havilah  until  thou  comest  to 
Shur,  that  is  over  against  Egypt.  And  he  took  Agag  the  king  of 
the  Amalekites  alive,  and  utterly  destroyed  all  the  people  with 
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the  edge  of  the  sword.  But  Saul  and  the  people  spared  Agag, 
and  the  Lest  of  the  sheep,  and  of  the  oxen,  and  of  the  fatlings, 
and  the  lambs,  and  all  that  was  good,  and  would  not  utterly 
destroy  them:  but  every  thing  that  was  vile  and  refuse,  that  they 
destroyed  utterly. 

Then  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Samuel,  saying, 

"It  repent eth  me  that  I  have  set  up  Saul  to  be  king:  for  he  is 
turned  back  from  following  me,  and  hath  not  performed  my 
commandments.  * 

And  it  grieved  Samuel;  and  he  cried  unto  the  Lord  all  night. 
And  when  Samuel  rose  early  to  meet  Saul  in  the  morning,  it  was 
told  Samuel,  saying,  ''Saul  came  to  Carmel,  and,  behold,  he  set 
him  up  a  place,  and  is  gone  about,  and  passed  on,  and  gone  down 
to  Gilgal." 

And  Samuel  came  to  Saul:  and  Saul  said  unto  him,  "Blessed  be 
thou  of  the  Lord:  Ihave  performed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord. " 

And  Samuel  said,  "What  meaneth  then  this  bleating  of  the 
sheep  in  mine  ears,  and  the  lowing  of  the  oxen  which  I  hear?" 

AndSaulsaid,  "They  have  brought  them  from  the  Amalekites: 
for  the  people  spared  the  best  of  the  sheep  and  of  the  oxen,  to 
sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  thy  God;  and  the  rest  we  have  utterly 
destroyed/' 

Then  Samuel  said  unto  Saul,  "Stay,  and  I  will  tell  thee  what 
the  Lord  hath  said  to  me  this  night." 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "Say  on." 

And  Samuel  said,  "When  thou  wast  little  in  thine  own  sight, 
wast  thou  not  made  the  head  of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  and  the 
Lord  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel?  And  the  Lord  sent  thee 
on  a  journey,  and  $aid,  'Go  and  utterly  destroy  the  sinners  the 
Amalekites,  and  fight  against  them  until  they  be  consumed/ 
Wherefore  then  didst  thou  not  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  but 
didst  fly  upon  the  spoil,  and  didst  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord?" 

And  Saul  said  unto  Samuel,  "Yea,  I  have  obeyed  the  voice  of 
the  Lord,  and  have  gone  the  way  which  the  Lord  sent  me,  and 
have  brought  Agag  the  king  of  Amalek,  and  have  utterly  de- 
stroyed the  Amalekites.  But  the  people  took  of  the  spoil,  sheep 
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and  oxen,  the  chief  of  the  things  which  should  have  been  utterly 
destroyed,  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  thy  God  in  Gilgal." 

And  Samuel  said,  "Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt 
offerings  and  sacrifices  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord?  Be- 
hold, to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the 
fat  of  rams.  For  rebellion  is  as  the  sin  of  witchcraft,  and  stub- 
bornness is  as  iniquity  and  idolatry.  Because  thou  hast  rejected 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  he  hath  also  rejected  thee  frombeing  king. " 

And  Saul  said  unto  Samuel,  "I  have  sinned:  for  I  have  trans- 
gressed the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  thy  words:  because 
I  feared  the  people,  and  obeyed  their  voice.  Now  therefore,  I 
pray  thee,  pardon  my  sin,  and  turn  again  with  me,  that  I  may 
worship  the  Lord." 

And  Samuel  said  unto  Saul,  "I  will  not  return  with  thee:  for 
thou  hast  rejected  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  hath  re- 
jected thee  from  being  king  over  Israel." 

And  as  Samuel  turned  about  to  go  away,  he  laid  hold  upon 
the  skirt  of  his  mantle,  and  it  rent.  And  Samuel  said  unto  him, 
"The  Lord  hath  rent  the  kingdom  of  Israel  from  thee  this  day, 
and  hath  given  it  to  a  neighbour  of  thine,  that  is  better  than 
thou.  And  also  the  Strength  of  Israel  will  not  lie  nor  repent:  for 
he  is  not  a  man,  that  he  should  repent." 

Then  he  said,  "I  have  sinned:  yet  honour  me  now,  I  pray  thee, 
before  the  elders  of  my  people,  and  before  Israel,  and  turn  again 
with  me,  that  I  may  worship  the  Lord  thy  God." 

So  Samuel  turned  again  after  Saul;  and  Saul  worshipped  the 
Lord. 

Then  said  Samuel,  "Bring  ye  hither  to  me  Agag  the  king  of  the 
Amalekites." 

And  Agag  came  unto  him  delicately.  And  Agag  said,  "Surely 
the  bitterness  of  death  is  past." 

And  Samuel  said,  "As  thy  sword  hath  made  women  childless, 
so  shall  thy  mother  be  childless  among  women." 

And  Samuel  hewed  Agag  in  pieces  before  the  Lord  in  Gilgal. 

Then  Samuel  went  to  Ramah;  and  Saul  went  up  to  his  house 
to  Gibeah  of  Saul,  And  Samuel  came  no  more  to  see  Saul  until 
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the  day  of  his  death.:  nevertheless  Samuel  mourned  for  Saul:  and 
the  Lord  repented  that  he  had  made  Saul  king  over  Israel.  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel, 

"How  long  wilt  thou  mourn  for  Saul,  seeing  I  have  rejected 
him  from  reigning  over  Israel?  fill  thine  horn  with  oil,  and  go,  I 
will  send  thee  to  Jesse  the  Bettrlehemite:  for  I  have  provided 
me  a  king  among  his  sons." 

And  Samuel  said,  "HowcanIgo?ifSaulhearit,hewillkillnie. 

And  the  Lord  said,  "Take  a  heifer  with  thee,  and  say,  'I  am 
come  to  sacrifice  to  the  Lord.  *  And  call  Jesse  to  the  sacrifice,  and 
I  will  show  thee  what  thou  shalt  do:  and  thou  shalt  anoint  unto 
me  him  whom  I  name  unto  thee/' 

And  Samuel  did  that  which  the  Lord  spoke,  and  came  to 
Bettrlehem.  And  the  elders  of  the  town  trembled  at  his  coming, 
and  said,  "Comest  thou  peaceably?" 

.  And  he  said,  "Peaceably:  I  am  come  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord: 
sanctify  yourselves,  and  come  with  me  to  the  sacrifice." 

And  he  sanctified  Jesse  and  his  sons,  and  called  them  to  the 
sacrifice.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come,  that  he 
looked  on  Eliab,  and  said,  "Surely  the  Lord's  anointed  is  before 
him." 

But  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  "Look  not  on  his  counte- 
nance, or  on  the  height  of  his  stature;  because  I  have  refused  him: 
for  the  Lord  seeth  not  as  man  seeth;  for  man  looketh  on  the  out- 
ward appearance,  but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart." 

Then  Jesse  called  Abinadab,  and  made  him  pass  before  Samuel. 
And  he  said,  "Neither  hath  the  Lord  chosen  this." 

Then  Jesse  made  Shammah  to  pass  by.  And  he  said,  "Neither 
hath  the  Lord  chosen  this." 

Again,  Jesse  made  seven  of  his  sons  to  pass  before  Samuel. 
And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse,  "The  Lord  hath  not  chosen  these." 

And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse,  "Are  here  all  thy  children?" 

And  he  said,  "There  remaineth  yet  the  youngest,  and,  behold, 
he  keepeth  the  sheep." 

And  Samuel  said  unto  Jesse,  "Send  and  fetch  him:  for  we  will 
not  sit  down  till  he  come  hither." 
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And  he  sent,  and  brought  kirn  in.  Now  he  was  ruddy,  and 
withal  of  a  beautiful  countenance,  and  goodly  to  look  to.  And 
the  Lord  said,  "Arise,  anoint  him:  for  this  is  he." 

Then  Samuel  took  the  horn  of  oil,  and  anointed  him  in  the 
midst  of  his  brethren:  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon 
David  from  that  day  forward.  So  Samuel  rose  up,  and  went  to 
Ramah. 

But  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  departed  from  Saul,  and  an  evil 
spirit  from  the  Lord  troubled  him.  And  Saul's  servants  said 
unto  him,  "Behold  now,  an  evil  spirit  from  God  troubleth  thee. 
Let  our  lord  now  command  thy  servants,  which  are  before  thee, 
to  seek  out  a  man,  who  is  a  cunning  player  on  a  harp:  and  it 
shall  come  to  pass,  when  the  evil  spirit  from  God  is  upon  thee, 
that  he  shall  play  with  his  hand,  and  thou  shalt  be  well." 

And  Saul  said  unto  his  servants,  "Provide  me  now  a  man  that 
can  play  well,  and  bring  him  to  me." 

Then  answered  one  of  the  servants,  and  said,  "Behold,  I  have 
seen  a  son  of  Jesse  the  Bethrlehemite,  that  is  cunning  in  playing, 
and  a  mighty  valiant  man,  and  a  man  of  war,  and  prudent  in 
matters,  and  a  comely  person,  and  the  Lord  is  with  him." 

Wherefore  Saul  sent  messengers  unto  Jesse,  and  said,  "Send 
me  David  thy  son,  which  is  with  the  sheep." 

And  Jesse  took  an  ass  laden  with  bread,  and  a  bottle  of  wine, 
and  a  kid,  and  sent  them  by  David  his  son  unto  Saul.  And  David 
came  to  Saul,  and  stood  before  him:  and  he  loved  him  greatly; 
and  he  became  his  armourbearer.  And  Saul  sent  to  Jesse,  saying, 
"Let  David,  I  pray  thee,  stand  before  me;  for  he  hath  found 
favour  in  my  sight." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  evil  spirit  from  God  was  upon 
Saul,  that  David  took  a  harp,  and  played  with  his  hand:  so 
Saul  was  refreshed,  and  was  well,  and  the  evil  spirit  departed 
from  him. 

David  and  Goliath 

Now  the  Philistines  gathered  together  their  armies  to  battle/ 
and  were  gathered  together  at  Shochoh,  which  belongeth  to 
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Judah,  and  pitched  between  Shochoh  and  Azekah,  in  Ephes- 
dammim.  And  Saul  and  the  men  of  Israel  were  gathered  to- 
gether, and  pitched  by  the  valley  of  Elah,  and  set  the  battle  in 
array  against  the  Philistines.  And  the  Philistines  stood  on  a 
mountain  on  the  one  side,  and  Israel  stood  on  a  mountain  on  the 
other  side:  and  there  was  a  valley  between  them. 

And  there  went  out  a  champion  out  of  the  camp  of  the  Phi- 
listines, named  Goliath,  of  Gath,  whose  height  was  six  cubits 
and  a  span.  And  he  had  a  helmet  of  brass  upon  his  head,  and  he 
was  armed  with  a  coat  of  mail;  and  the  weight  of  the  coat  was 
five  thousand  shekels  of  brass.  And  he  had  greaves  of  brass  upon 
his  legs,  and  a  target  of  brass  between  his  shoulders.  And  the 
staff  of  his  spear  was  like  a  weaver's  beam;  and  his  spear's  head 
weighed  six  hundred  shekels  of  iron:  and  one  bearing  a  shield 
went  before  him.  And  he  stood  and  cried  unto  the  armies  of 
Israel,  and  said  unto  them, 

"Why  are  ye  come  out  to  set  your  battle  in  array?  am  not  I  a 
Philistine,  and  ye  servants  to  Saul?  choose  you  a  man  for  you, 
and  let  him  come  down  to  me.  If  he  be  able  to  fight  with  me, 
and  to  kill  me,  then  will  we  be  your  servants:  but  if  I  prevail 
against  him,  and  kill  him,  then  shall  ye  be  our  servants,  and 
serve  us/* 

And  the  Philistine  said,  "I  defy  the  armies  of  Israel  this  day; 
give  me  a  man,  that  we  may  fight  together." 

When  Saul  and  all  Israel  heard  those  words  of  the  Philistine, 
they  were  dismayed,  and  greatly  afraid. 

Now  David  was  the  son  of  that  Ephrathite  of  Beth-lehem- 
judah,  whose  name  was  Jesse;  and  he  had  eight  sons:  and  the  man 
went  among  men  for  an  old  man  in  the  days  of  Saul.  And  the 
three  eldest  sons  of  Jesse  went  and  followed  Saul  to  the  battle: 
and  the  names  of  his  three  sons  that  went  to  the  battle  were 
Eliab  the  firstborn,  and  next  unto  him  Abinadab,  and  the  third 
Shammah.  And  David  was  the  youngest:  and  the  three  eldest 
followed  Saul.  But  David  went  and  returned  from  Saul  to  feed 
his  father's  sheep  at  Beth-lehem. 
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(And  the  Philistine  drew  near  morning  and  evening,  and  pre- 
sented himself  forty  days.) 

And  Jesse  said  unto  David  his  son,  "Take  now  for  thy  brethren 
an  ephah  of  this  parched  corn,  and  these  ten  loaves,  and  run  to 
the  camp  to  thy  brethren;  and  carry  these  ten  cheeses  unto  the 
captain  of  their  thousand,  and  look  how  thy  brethren  fare,  and 
take  their  pledge/' 

(Now  Saul,  and  they,  and  all  the  men  of  Israel,  were  in  the 
valley  of  Elah,  fighting  with  the  Philistines.) 

And  David  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  left  the  sheep 
with  a  keeper,  and  took,  and  went,  as  Jesse  had  commanded  him; 
and  he  came  to  the  trench,  as  the  host  was  going  forth  to  the 
fight,  and  shouted  for  the  battle.  For  Israel  and  the  Philistines 
had  put  the  battle  in  array,  army  against  army.  And  David  left 
his  carriage  in  the  hand  of  the  keeper  of  the  carriage,  and  ran 
into  the  army,  and  came  and  saluted  his  brethren.  And  as  he 
talked  with  them,  behold,  there  came  up  the  champion,  the 
Philistine  of  Gath,  Goliath  by  name,  out  of  the  armies  of  the 
Philistines,  and  spoke  according  to  the  same  words:  and  David 
heard  them.  And  all  the  men  of  Israel,  when  they  saw  the  man, 
fled  from  him,  and  were  sore  afraid. 

And  the  men  of  Israel  said,  "Have  ye  seen  this  man  that  is 
come  up?  surely  to  defy  Israel  is  he  come  up:  and  it  shall  be  that 
the  man  who  killeth  him,  the  king  will  enrich  him  with  great 
riches,  and  will  give  him  his  daughter,  and  make  his  father's 
house  free  in  Israel." 

And  D  avid  spoke  to  the  men  that  stood  by  him,  saying,  "What 
shall  be  done  to  the  man  that  killeth  this  Philistine,  and  taketh 
away  the  reproach  from  Israel?  for  who  is  this  uncircumcised 
Philistine,  that  he  should  defy  the  armies  of  the  living  God?" 

And  the  people  answered  him  after  this  manner,  saying,  "So 
shall  it  be  done  to  the  man  that  killeth  him." 

And  Eliab  his  eldest  brother  heard  when  he  spoke  unto  the 
men;  and  Eliab 's  anger  was  kindled  against  David,  and  he  said, 
"Why  earnest  thou  down  hither?  and  with  whom  hast  thou  left 
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those  few  sheep  in  the  wilderness?  I  know  thy  pride,  and  the 
naughtiness  of  thine  heart;  for  thou  art  come  down  that  thou 
mightest  see  the  battle/' 

And  David  said,  "What  have  I  now  done?  Is  there  not  a 
cause?" 

And  he  turned  from  him  toward  another,  and  spoke  after  the 
same  manner:  and  the  people  answered  him  again  after  the  former 
manner.  And  when  the  words  were  heard  which  David  spoke, 
they  rehearsed  them  before  Saul:  and  he  sent  for  him. 

And  David  said  to  Saul,  "Let  no  man's  heart  fail  because  of 
him;  thy  servant  will  go  and  fight  with  this  Philistine." 

And  Saul  said  to  David,  "Thou  art  not  able  to  go  against  this 
Philistine  to  fight  with  him:  for  thou  art  but  a  youth,  and  he  a 
man  of  war  from  his  youth. " 

And  David  said  unto  Saul,  "Thy  servant  kept  his  father's 
sheep,  and  there  came  a  lion,  and  a  bear,  and  took  a  lamb  out  of 
the  flock:  and  I  went  out  after  him,  and  smote  him,  and  de- 
livered it  out  of  his  mouth:  and  when  he  arose  against  me,  I 
caught  him  by  his  beard,  and  smote  him,  and  slew  him.  Thy  serv- 
ant slew  both  the  lion  and  the  bear:  and  this  uncircumcised  Phi- 
listine shall  be  as  one  of  them,  seeing  he  hath  defied  the  armies 
of  the  living  God." 

David  said  moreover,  "The  Lord  that  delivered  me  out  of  the 
paw  of  the  lion,  and  out  of  the  paw  of  the  bear,  he  will  deliver 
me  out  of  the  hand  of  this  Philistine." 

And  Saul  said  unto  David,  "Go,  and  the  Lord  be  with  thee." 

And  Saul  armed  David  with  his  armour,  and  he  put  a  helmet 
of  brass  upon  his  head;  also  he  armed  him  with  a  coat  of  mail. 
And  David  girded  his  sword  upon  his  armour,  and  he  essayed 
to  go;  for  he  had  not  proved  it.  And  David  said  unto  Saul,  "I 
cannot  go  with  these;  for  I  have  not  proved  them." 

And  David  put  them  off  him.  And  he  took  his  staff  in  his 
hand,  and  chose  him.  five  smooth  stones  out  of  the  brook,  and 
put  them  in  a  shepherd's  bag  which  he  had,  even  in  a  scrip;  and 
his  sling  was  in  his  hand:  and  he  drew  near  to  the  Philistine.  And 
the  Philistine  came  on  and  drew  near  unto  David;  and  the  man 
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that  bore  the  shield  went  before  him.  And  when  the  Philistine 
looked  about,  and  saw  David,  he  disdained  him:  for  he  was  but 
a  youth,  and  ruddy,  and  of  a  fair  countenance.  And  the  Philistine 
said  unto  David,  "Am  I  a  dog,  that  thou  comest  to  me  with 
staves?" 

And  the  Philistine  cursed  David  by  his  gods.  And  the  Philis- 
tine said  to  David,  "Come  to  me,  and  I  will  give  thy  flesh  unto 
the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  field." 

Then  said  David  to  the  Philistine,  "Thou  comest  to  me  with 
a  sword,  and  with  a  spear,  and  with  a  shield:  but  I  come  to  thee 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  the  armies  of  Israel, 
whom  thou  hast  defied.  This  day  will  the  Lord  deliver  thee  into 
mine  hand;  and  I  will  smite  thee,  and  take  thine  head  from  thee; 
and  I  will  give  the  carcases  of  the  host  of  the  Philistines  this  day 
unto  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  the  wild  beasts  of  the  earth; 
that  all  the  earth  may  know  that  there  is  a  God  in  Israel.  And 
all  this  assembly  shall  know  that  the  Lord  saveth  not  with  sword 
and  spear:  for  the  battle  is  the  Lord's,  and  he  will  give  you  into 
our  hands/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  Philistine  arose,  and  came  and 
drew  nigh  to  meet  David,  that  David  hastened,  and  ran  toward 
the  army  to  meet  the  Philistine.  And  David  put  his  hand  in  his 
bag,  and  took  thence  a  stone,  and  slung  it,  and  smote  the  Phi- 
listine in  his  forehead,  that  the  stone  sunk  into  his  forehead;  and 
he  fell  upon  his  face  to  the  earth.  So  David  prevailed  over  the 
Philistine  with  a  sling  and  with  a  stone,  and  smote  the  Philistine, 
and  slew  him;  but  there  was  no  sword  in  the  hand  of  David. 
Therefore  David  ran,  and  stood  upon  the  Philistine,  and  took 
his  sword,  and  drew  it  out  of  the  sheath  thereof,  and  slew  him, 
and  cut  off  his  head  therewith.  And  when  the  Philistines  saw 
their  champion  was  dead,  they  fled. 

And  the  men  of  Israel  and  of  Judah  arose,  and  shouted,  and 
pursued  the  Philistines,  until  thou  come  to  the  valley,  and  to 
the  gates  of  Ekron.  And  the  wounded  of  the  Philistines  fell 
down  by  the  way  to  Shaaraim,  even  unto  Gath,  and  unto  Ekron. 
And  the  children  of  Israel  returned  from  chasing  after  the  Phi- 
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listines,  and  they  spoiled  their  tents.  And  David  took  the  head 
of  the  Philistine,  and  brought  it  to  Jerusalem;  but  he  put  his  ar- 
mour in  his  tent. 

The  Friendship  of  David  and  Jonathan 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  soul  of  Jonathan  was  knit  with 
the  soul  of  David,  and  Jonathan  loved  him  as  his  own  soul.  And 
Saul  took  him  that  day,  and  would  let  him  go  no  more  home  to 
his  father's  house.  Then  Jonathan  and  David  made  a  covenant, 
because  he  loved  him  as  his  own  soul.  And  Jonathan  stripped 
himself  of  the  robe  that  was  upon  him,  and  gave  it  to  David, 
and  his  garments,  even  to  his  sword,  and  to  his  bow,  and  to  his 
girdle. 

And  David  went  out  whithersoever  Saul  sent  him,  and  be- 
haved himself  wisely:  and  Saul  set  him  over  the  men  of  war,  and 
he  was  accepted  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people,  and  also  in  the 
sight  of  Saul's  servants.  And  it  came  to  pass  as  they  came,  when 
David  was  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the  Philistine,  that 
the  women  came  out  of  all  cities  of  Israel,  singing  and  dancing, 
to  meet  king  Saul,  with  tabrets,  with  joy,  and  with  instruments 
of  music.  And  the  women  answered  one  another  as  they  played, 
and  said, 

"Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands, 
And  David  his  ten  thousands." 

And  Saul  was  very  wroth,  and  the  saying  displeased  him; 
and  he  said,  "They  have  ascribed  unto  David  ten  thousands,  and 
to  me  they  have  ascribed  but  thousands:  and  what  can  he  have 
more  but  the  kingdom?" 

And  Saul  was  afraid  of  David,  because  the  Lord  was  with 
him,  and  was  departed  from  Saul.  Therefore  Saul  removed  him 
from  Aim,  and  made  him  his  captain  over  a  thousand;  and  he 
went  out  and  came  in  before  the  people.  And  David  behaved 
himself  wisely  in  all  his  ways;  and  the  Lord  was  with  him. 
Wherefore  when  Saul  saw  that  he  behaved  himself  very  wisely, 
he  was  afraid  of  him.  But  all  Israel  and  Judah  loved  David,  be- 
cause he  went  out  and  came  in  before  them. 
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And  Saul  said  to  David, 

"Behold  my  elder  daughter  Merab,  her  will  I  give  thee  to 
wife:  only  be  thou  valiant  for  me,  and  fight  the  Lord's  battles." 
(For  Saul  said,  "Let  not  mine  hand  be  upon  him,  but  let  the 
hand  of  the  Philistines  be  upon  him.") 

And  David  said  unto  Saul,  "Who  am  I?  and  what  is  my  life, 
or  my  father's  family jn  Israel,  that  I  should  be  son-in-law  to  the 
king?" 

But  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  when  Merab  Saul's  daughter 
should  have  been  given  to  David,  that  she  was  given  unto  Adriel 
the  Meholathite  to  wife.  And  Michal  Saul's  daughter  loved 
David:  and  they  told  Saul,  and  the  thing  pleased  him.  And 'Saul 
said,  "I  will  give  him  her,  that  she  may  be  a  snare  to  him,  and 
that  the  hand  of  the  Philistines  may  be  against  him." 

Wherefore  Saul  said  to  David,  "Thou  shalt  this  day  be  my 
son-in-law  in  the  one  of  the  twain." 

And  Saul  commanded  his  servants,  saying,  "Commune  with 
David  secretly,  and  say,  'Behold,  the  king  hath  delight  in  thee, 
and  all  his  servants  love  thee:  now  therefore  be  the  king's  son- 
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m-law. 

And  Saul's  servants  spoke  those  words  in  the  ears  of  David. 
And  David  said,  "Seemeth  it  to  you  a  light  thing  to  be  a  king's 
son-in-law,  seeing  that,  I  am  a  poor  man,  and  lightly  esteemed?" 

And  the  servants  of  Saul  told  him,  saying,  "On  this  manner 
spoke  David." 

And  Saul  said,  "Thus  shall  ye  say  to  David,  The  king  de- 
sireth  not  any  dowry,  but  a  hundred  foreskins  of  the  Philistines, 
to  be  avenged  of  the  king's  enemies.'" 

But  Saul  thought  to  make  David  fall  by  the  hand  of  the  Phi- 
listines. And  when  his  servants  told  David  these  words,  it 
pleased  David  well  to  be  the  king's  son-in-law:  and  the  days 
were  not  expired.  Wherefore  David  arose  and  went,  he  and  his 
.  men,  and  slew  of  the  Philistines  two  hundred  men;  and  David 
brought  their  foreskins,  and  they  gave  them  in  full  tale  to  the 
king,  that  he  might  be  the  king's  son-in-law.  And  Saul  gave  him 
Miehal  his  daughter  to  wife. 
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And  Saul  saw  and  knew  that  the  Lord  was  with  David,  and 
that  Michal  Saul's  daughter  loved  him.  And  Saul  was  yet  the 
more  afraid  of  David;  and  Saul  became  David's  enemy  contin- 
ually. 

And  Saul  spoke  to  Jonathan  his  son,  and  to  all  his  servants, 
that  they  should  kill  David.  But  Jonathan  Saul's  son  delighted 
much  in  David:  and  Jonathan  told  David,  saying,  "Saul  my 
father  seeketh  to  kill  thee:  now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  take  heed 
to  thyself  until  the  morning,  and  abide  in  a  secret  place,  and 
hide  thyself:  and  I  will  go  out  and  stand  beside  my  father  in  the 
field  where  thou  art,  and  I  will  commune  with  my  father  of  thee; 
and  what  I  see,  that  I  will  tell  thee." 

And  Jonathan  spoke  good  of  David  unto  Saul  his  father,  and 
said  unto  him,  "Let  not  the  king  sin  against  his  servant,  against 
D^vid;  because  he  hath  not  sinned  against  thee,  and  because  his 
works  have  been  to  thee-ward  very  good:  for  he  did  put  his  life 
in  his  hand,  and  slew  the  Philistine,  and  the  Lord  wrought  a 
great  salvation  for  all  Israel:  thou  sawest  it,  and  didst  rejoice: 
wherefore  then  wilt  thou  sin  against  innocent  blood,  to  slay 
David  without  a  cause?" 

And  Saul  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  Jonathan:  and  Saul 
swore,  "As  the  Lord  liveth,  he  shall  not  be  slain." 

And  Jonathan  called  David,  and  Jonathan  showed  him  all 
those  things.  And  Jonathan  brought  David  to  Saul,  and  he  was 
in  his  presence,  as  in  times  past. 

And  there  was  war  again:  and  David  went  out,  and  fought 
with  the  Philistines,  and  slew  them  with  a  great  slaughter;  and 
they  fled  from  him.  And  the  evil  spirit  from  the  Lord  was  upon 
Saul,  as  he  sat  in  his  house  with  his  javelin  in  his  hand:  and  David 
played  with  his  hand.  And  Saul  sought  to  smite  David  even  to 
the  wall  with  the  javelin;  but  he  slipped  away  out  of  Saul's 
presence,  and  he  smote  the  javelin  into  the  wall:  and  David  fled, 
and  escaped  that  night. 

Saul  also  sent  messengers  unto  David's  house,  to  watch  him, 
and  to  slay  him  in  the  morning:  and  Michal  David's  wife  told 
him,  saying, 


THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF  SAMUEL 

"If  thou  save  not  thy  life  to-night,  to-morrow  thou  shalt  be 
slain." 

So  Michal  let  David  down  through  a  window:  and  he  went, 
and  fled,  and  escaped.  And  Michal  took  an  image,  and  laid  it  in 
the  bed,  and  put  a  pillow  of  goats'  hair  for  his  bolster,  and  cov- 
ered it  with  a  cloth.  And  when  Saul  sent  messengers  to  take 
David,  she  said, 

«TT        •  •     "I      » 

He  is  sick. 

And  Saul  sent  the  messengers  again  to  see  David,  saying, 
"Bring  him  up  to  me  in  the  bed,  that  I  may  slay  him." 

And  when  the  messengers  were  come  in,  behold,  there  was 
an  image  in  the  bed,  with  a  pillow  of  goats'  hair  for  his  bolster. 

And  Saul  said  unto  Michal,  "Why  hast  thou  deceived  me  so, 
and  sent  away  mine  enemy,  that  he  is  escaped?" 

And  Michal  answered  Saul,  "He  said  unto  me,  Tet  me  go; 
why  should  I  kill  thee?'" 

So  David  fled,  and  escaped,  and  came  to  Samuel  to  Ramah., 
and  told  him  all  that  Saul  had  done  to  him.  And  he  and  Samuel 
went  and  dwelt  in  Naioth. 

And  it  was  told  Saul,  saying,  "Behold,  David  is  at  Naioth  in 
Ramah. " 

And  Saul  sent  messengers  to  take  David:  and  when  they  saw 
the  company  of  the  prophets  prophesying,  and  Samuel  standing 
as  appointed  over  them,  the  Spirit  of  God  was  upon  the  mes- 
sengers of  Saul,  and  they  also  prophesied.  And  when  it  was  told 
Saul,  he  sent  other  messengers,  and  they  prophesied  likewise. 
And  Saul  sent  messengers  again  the  third  time,  and  they  prophe- 
sied also.  Then  went  he  also  to  Ramah,  and  came  to  a  great  well 
that  is  in  Sechu:  and  he  asked  and  said,  "Where  are  Samuel  and 
David?" 

And  one  said,  "Behold,  they  be  at  Naioth  in  Ramah/* 

And  he  went  thither  to  Naioth  in  Ramah:  and  the  Spirit  of 
God  was  upon  him  also,  and  he  went  on,  and  prophesied,  until 
he  came  to  Naioth  in  Ramah.  And  he  stripped  off  his  clothes 
also,  and  prophesied  before  Samuel  in  like  manner,  and  lay  down 
naked  all  that  day  and  all  that  night.  Wherefore  they  say, 
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"Is  Saul  also  among  the  prophets?" 

And  David  fled  from  Naioth  in  Ramah,  and  came  and  said 
before  Jonathan,  "What  have  I  done?  what  is  mine  iniquity?  and 
what  is  my  sin  before  thy  father,  that  he  seeketh  my  life?" 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "God  forbid;  thou  shalt  not  die:  be- 
hold, my  father  will  do  nothing  either  great  or  small,  but  that 
he  will  show  it  me:  and  why  should  my  father  hide  this  thing 
from  me?  it  is  not  so." 

And  David  swore  moreover,  and  said,  "Thy  father  certainly 
knoweth  that  I  have  found  grace  in  thine  eyes;  and  he  saith,  'Let 
not  Jonathan  know  this,  lest  he  be  grieved':  but  truly  as  the 
Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  there  is  but  a  step  between 
me  and  death/' 

And  Jonathan  said  unto  David,  "Come,  and  let  us  go  out  into 
the  field/' 

And  they  went  out  both  of  them  into  the  field.  And  Jonathan 
said  unto  David,  "O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  when  I  have  sounded 
my  father  about  to-morrow  any  time,  or  the  third  day,  and,  be- 
hold, if  there  be  good  toward  David,  and  I  then  send  not  unto 
thee,  and  show  it  thee;  the  Lord  do  so  and  much  more  to  Jon- 
athan: but  if  it  please  my  father  to  do  thee  evil,  then  I  will  show 
it  thee,  and  send  thee  away,  that  thou  mayest  go  in  peace:  and 
the  Lord  be  with  thee,  as  he  hath  been  with  my  father.  Thou 
shalt  go  down  quickly,  and  come  to  the  place  where  thou  didst 
hide  thyself  when  the  business  was  in  hand,  and  shalt  remain  by 
the  stone  Ezel.  And  I  will  shoot  three  arrows  on  the  side  thereof, 
as  though  I  shot  at  a  mark.  And,  behold,  I  will  send  a  lad,  saying, 
*Go,  find  out  the  arrows/  If  I  expressly  say  unto  the  lad,  'Be- 
hold, the  arrows  are  on  this  side  of  thee,  take  them';  then  come 
thou:  for  there  is  peace  to  thee,  and  no  hurt;  as  the  Lord  liveth. 
But  if  I  say  thus  unto  the  young  man,  'Behold,  the  arrows  are  be- 
yond thee';  go  thy  way:  for  the  Lord  hath  sent  thee  away.  And 
as  touching  the  matter  which  thou  and  I  have  spoken  of,  behold, 
the  Lord  be  between  thee  and  me  for  ever/' 

So  David  hid  himself  in  the  field:  and  when  the  new  moon 
was  come,  the  king  sat  him  down  to  eat  meat.  And  the  king  sat 
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upon  his  seat,  as  at  other  times,  even  upon  a  seat  by  the  wall: 
and  Jonathan  arose,  and  Abner  sat  by  Saul's  side,  and  David's 
place  was  empty.  Then  Saul's  anger  was  kindled  against  Jon- 
athan, and  he  said  unto  him, 

"Thou  son  of  the  perverse  rebellious  woman,  do  not  I  know 
that  thou  hast  chosen  the  son  of  Jesse  to  thine  own  confusion, 
and  unto  the  confusion  of  thy  mother's  nakedness?  For  as  long 
as  the  son  of  Jesse  liveth  upon  the  ground,  thou  shalt  not  be  es- 
tablished, nor  thy  kingdom.  Wherefore  now  send  and  fetch  him 
unto  me,  for  he  shall  surely  die." 

And  Jonathan  answered  Saul  his  father,  and  said  unto  him, 
"Wherefore  shall  he  be  slain?  what  hath  he  done?" 

And  Saul  cast  a  javelin  at  him  to  smite  him:  whereby  Jon- 
athan knew  that  it  was  determined  of  his  father  to  slay  David. 
So  Jonathan  arose  from  the  table  in  fierce  anger,  and  did  eat  no 
meat  the  second  day  of  the  month:  for  he  was  grieved  for  David, 
because  his  father  had  done  him  shame. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning  that  Jonathan  went  out 
into  the  field  at  the  time  appointed  with  David,  and  a  little  lad 
with  him.  And  he  said  unto  his  lad,  "Run,  find  out  now  the  ar- 
rows which  I  shoot." 

And  as  the  lad  ran,  he  shot  an  arrow  beyond  him.  And  when 
the  lad  was  come  to  the  place  of  the  arrow  which  Jonathan  had 
shot,  Jonathan  cried  after  the  lad,  and  said,  "Is  not  the  arrow 
beyond  thee?" 

And  Jonathan  cried  after  the  lad,  "Make  speed,  haste,  stay 
not." 

And  Jonathan's  lad  gathered  up  the  arrows,  and  came  to  his 
master.  But  the  lad  knew  not  any  thing:  only  Jonathan  and  David 
knew  the  matter.  And  Jonathan  gave  his  artillery  unto  his  lad, 
and  said  unto  him,  "Go,  carry  them  to  the  city." 

And  as  soon  as  the  lad  was  gone,  David  arose  out  of  a  place 
toward  the  south,  and  fell  on  his  face  to  the  ground,  and  bowed 
himself  three  times:  and  they  kissed  one  another,  and  wept  one 
with  another,  until  David  exceeded.  Andjonathan  said  to  D  avid, 

"Go  in  peace,  forasmuch  as  we  have  sworn  both  of  us  in  the 
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name  of  the  Lord,  saying,  'The  Lord  be  between  me  and  thee, 
and  between  my  seed  and  thy  seed  for  ever.  '* 

And  lie  arose  and  departed:  and  Jonathan  went  into  the  city. 

The  Flight  of  David 

Then  came  David  to  Nob  to  Ahimelech  the  priest:  and  Ahi- 
melech  was  afraid  at  the  meeting  of  David,  and  said  unto  him, 
"Why  art  thou  alone,  and  no  man  with  thee?" 

And  David  said  unto  Ahimelech  the  priest,  'The  king  hath 
commanded  me  a  business,  and  hath  said  unto  me,  'Let  no  man 
know  any  thing  of  the  business  whereabout  I  send  thee,  and 
what  I  have  commanded  thee:  and  I  have  appointed  my  servants 
to  such  and  such  a  place/  Now  therefore  what  is  under  thine 
hand?  give  me  five  loaves  of  bread  in  mine  hand,  or  what  there  is 
present." 

And  the  priest  answered  David,  and  said,  "There  is  no  com- 
mon bread  under  mine  hand,  but  there  is  hallowed  bread;  if  the 
young  men  have  kept  themselves  at  least  from  women." 

And  David  answered  the  priest,  and  said  unto  him,  "Of  a 
truth  women  have  been  kept  from  us  about  these  three  days, 
since  I  came  out,  and  the  vessels  of  the  young  men  are  holy,  and 
the  bread  is  in  a  manner  common,  yea,  though  it  were  sanctified 
this  day  in  the  vessel." 

So  the  priest  gave  him  hallowed  bread:  for  there  was  no  bread 
there  but  the  showbread,  that  was  taken  from  before  the  Lord, 
to  put  hot  bread  in  the  day  when  it  was  taken  away. 

Now  a  certain  man  of  the  servants  of  Saul  was  there  that  day, 
detained  before  the  Lord;  and  his  name  was  Doeg,  an  Edomite, 
the  chiefest  of  the  herdsmen  that  belonged  to  Saul. 

And  D  avid  said  unto  Ahimelech,  "And  is  there  not  here  under 
thine  hand  spear  or  sword?  for  I  have  neither  brought  my  sword 
nor  my  weapons  with  me,  because  the  king's  business  required 
haste." 

And  the  priest  said,  "The  sword  of  Goliath  the  Philistine, 
whom  thou  sleWest  in  the  valley  of  Elah,  behold,  it  is  here 
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wrapped  in  a  cloth  behind  the  ephod:  if  thou  wilt  take  that, 

take  it:  for  there  is  no  other  save  that  here/' 

And  David  said,  "There  is  none  like  that;  give  it  me." 

And  David  arose,  and  fled  that  day  for  fear  of  Saul,  and  went 

to  Achish  the  king  of  Gath.  And  the  servants  of  Achish  said 

unto  him,  "Is  not  this  David  the  king  of  the  land?  did  they  not 

sing  one  to  another  of  him  in  dances,  saying, 

"'Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands, 
And  David  his  ten  thousands'?" 

And  David  laid  up  these  words  in  his  heart,  and  was  sore 
afraid  of  Achish  the  king  of  Gath.  And  he  changed  his  behaviour 
before  them,  and  feigned  himself  mad  in  their  hands,  and  scrab- 
bled on  the  doors  of  the  gate,  and  let  his  spittle  fall  down  upon 
his  beard.  Then  said  Achish  linto  his  servants, 

"Lo,  ye  see  the  man  is  mad:  wherefore  then  have  ye  brought 
him  to  me?  Have  I  need  of  mad  men,  that  ye  have  brought  this 
fellow  to  play  the  mad  man  in  my  presence?  shall  this  fellow 
come  into  my  house?" 

David  therefore  departed  thence,  and  escaped  to  the  cave 
Adullam:  and  when  his  brethren  and  all  his  father's  house  heard 
it,  they  went  down  thither  to  him.  And  every  one  that  was  in 
distress,  and  every  one  that  was  in  debt,  and  every  one  that  was 
discontented,  gathered  themselves  unto  him;  and  he  became  a 
captain  over  them:  and  there  were  with  him  about  four  hundred 
men. 

When  Saul  heard  that  David  was  discovered,  and  the  men 
that  were  with  him  (now  Saul  abode  in  Gibeah  under  a  tree  in 
Ramah,  having  his  spear  in  his  hand,  and  all  his  servants  were 
standing  about  him),  then  Saul  said  unto  his  servants  that  stood 
about  him, 

"Hear  now,  ye  Benjamites;  will  the  son  of  Jesse  give  every 
one  of  you  fields  and  vineyards,  and  make  you  all  captains  of 
thousands,  and  captains  of  hundreds;  that  all  of  you  have  con- 
spired against  me,  and  there  is  none  that  showeth  me  that  my 
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son  hath  made  a  league  with  the  son  of  Jesse,  and  there  is  none  of 
you  that  is  sorry  for  me,  or  showeth  unto  me  that  my  son  hath 
stirred  up  my  servant  against  me,  to  lie  in  wait,  as  at  this  day?" 

Then  answered  Doeg  the  Edomite,  which  was  set  over  the 
servants  of  Saul,  and  said, 

"I  saw  the  son 'of  Jesse  coming  to  Nob,  to  Ahimelech  the  son 
of  Ahitub.  And  he  enquired  of  the  Lord  for  him,  and  gave  him 
victuals,  and  gave  him  the  sword  of  Goliath  the  Philistine." 

Then  the  king  sent  to  call  Ahimelech  the  priest,  the  son  of 
Ahitub,  and  all  his  father's  house,  the  priests  that  were  in  Nob: 
and  they  came  all  of  them  to  the  king. 

And  Saul  said,  "Hear  now,  thou  son  of  Ahitub." 

And  he  answered,  "Here  I  am,  my  lord." 

And  Saul  said  unto  him,  "Why  have  ye  conspired  against  me, 
thou  and  the  son  of  Jesse,  in  that  thou  hast  given  him  bread,  and 
a  sword,  and  hast  enquired  of  God  for  him,  that  he  should  rise 
against  me,  to  lie  in  wait,  as  at  this  day?" 

Then  Ahimelech  answered  the  king,  and  said,  "And  who  is 
so  faithful  among  all  thy  servants  as  David,  which  is  the  king's 
son-in-law,  and  goeth  at  thy  bidding,  and  is  honourable  in  thine 
house?  Did  I  then  begin  to  enquire  of  God  for  him?  be  it  far 
from  me:  let  not  the  king  impute  any  thing  unto  his  servant,  nor 
to  all  the  house  of  my  father:  for  thy  servant  knew  nothing  of  all 
this,  less  or  more." 

And  the  king  said,  "Thou  shalt  surely  die,  Ahimelech,  thou, 
and  all  thy  father's  house." 

And  the  king  said  unto  the  footmen  that  stood  about  him, 
"Turn,  and  slay  the  priests  of  the  Lord;  because  their  hand  also 
is  with  David,  and  because  they  knew  when  he  fled,  and  did  not 
show  it  to  me." 

But  the  servants  of  the  king  would  not  put  forth  their  hand 
to  fall  upon  the  priests  of  the  Lord.  And  the  king  said  to  Doeg, 

"Turn  thou,  and  fall  upon  the  priests." 

And  Doeg  the  Edomite  turned,  and  he  fell  upon  the  priests, 
and  slew  on  that  day  fourscore  and  five  persons  that  did  wear  a 
linen  ephod.  And  Nob,  the  city  of  the  priests,  smote  he  with  the 
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edge  of  the  sword,  both  men  and  women,  children  and  suck- 
lings, and  oxen,  and  asses,  and  sheep,  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

And  one  of  the  sons  of  Ahimelech  the  son  of  Ahitub,  named 
Abiathar,  escaped,  and  fled  after  David.  And  Abiathar  showed 
David  that  Saul  had  slain  the  Lord's  priests.  And  David  said 
unto  Abiathar, 

"I  knew  it  that  day,  when  Doeg  the  Edomite  was  there^  that 
he  would  surely  tell  Saul:  I  have  occasioned  the  death  of  all  the 
persons  of  thy  father's  house.  Abide  thou  with  me,  fear  not:  for 
he  that  seeketh  my  life  seeketh  thy  life:  but  with  me  thou  shalt 
be  in  safeguard." 

Then  they  told  David,  saying,  "Behold,  the  Philistines  fight 
against  Keilah,  and  they  rob  the  threshingfloors/' 

Therefore  David  enquired  of  the  Lord,  saying,  "Shall  I  go 
and  smite  these  Philistines?"  And  the  Lord  said  unto  David, 
"Go,  and  smite  the  Philistines,  and  save  Keilah." 

And  David's  men  said  unto  him,  "Behold,  we  be  afraid  here 
in  Judah:  how  much  more  then  if  we  come  to  Keilah  against  the 
armies  of  the  Philistines?" 

Then  David  enquired  of  the  Lord  yet  again.  And  the  Lord 
answered  him  and  said,  "Arise,  go  down  to  Keilah;  for  I  will 
deliver  the  Philistines  into  thine  hand." 

So  David  and  his  men  went  to  Keilah,  and  fought  with  the 
Philistines,  and  brought  away  their  cattle,  and  smote  them  with 
a  great  slaughter.  So  David  saved  the  inhabitants  of  KeilaL 

And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David  was  come  to  Keilah.  And 
Saul  said,  "God  hath  delivered  him  into  mine  hand;  for  he  is 
shut  in,  by  entering  into  a  town  that  hath  gates  and  bars/' 

And  Saul  called  all  the  people  together  to  war,  to  go  down 
to  Keilah,  to  besiege  David  and  his  men. 

Then  said  David,  "O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  thy  servant  hath 
certainly  heard  that  Saul  seeketh  to  come  to  Keilah,  to  destroy 
the  city  for  my  sake.  Will  the  men  of  Keilah  deliver  me  up  into 
his  hand?  will  Saul  come  down,  as  thy  servant  hath  heard?  O 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  I  beseech  thee,  tell  thy  servant."  And  the 
Lord  said,  "He  will  come  down." 
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Then  said  David,  "Will  the  men  of  Keilah  deliver  me  and 
my  men  into  the  hand  of  Saul?"  And  the  Lord  said,  "They  will 
deliver  thee  up." 

Then  David  and  his  men,  which  were  about  six  hundred, 
arose  and  departed  out  of  Keilah,  and  went  whithersoever  they 
could  go.  And  David  abode  in  the  wilderness  in  strong  holds, 
and  remained  in  a  mountain  in  the  wilderness  of  Ziph.  And 
Saul  sought  him  every  day,  but  God  delivered  him  not  into  his 
hand. 

Then  came  up  theZiphites  to  Saul  to  Gibeah,  saying,  "Doth 
not  David  hide  himself  with  us  in  strong  holds  in  the  wood,  in 
the  hill  of  Hachilah,  which  is  on  the  south  of  Jeshimon?  Now 
therefore,  O  king,  come  down  according  to  all  the  desire  of  thy 
soul  to  come  down;  and  our  part  shall  be  to  deliver  him  into  the 
king's  hand." 

And  Saul  said,  "Blessed  be  ye  of  the  Lord;  for  ye  have  com- 
passion on  me.  Go,  I  pray  you,  prepare  yet,  and  know  and  see 
his  place  where  his  haunt  is,  and  who  hath  seen  him  there:  for  it 
is  told  me  that  he  dealeth  very  subtly.  See  therefore,  and  take 
knowledge  of  all  the  lurking  places  where  he  hideth  himself, 
and  come  ye  again  to  me  with  the  certainty,  and  I  will  go  with 
you:  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  if  he  be  in  the  land,  that  I  will 
search  him  out  throughout  all  the  thousands  of  Judah." 

And  they  arose,  and  went  to  Ziph  before  Saul:  but  David 
and  his  men  were  in  the  wilderness  of  Maon,  in  the  plain  on  the 
south  of  Jeshimon.  Saul  also  and  his  men  went  to  seek  him.  And 
they  told  David:  wherefore  he  came  down  into  a  rock,  and  abode 
in  the  wilderness  of  Maon.  And  when  Saul  heard  that,  he  pur- 
sued after  David  in  the  wilderness  of  Maon.  And  Saul  went  on 
this  side  of  the  mountain,  and  David  and  his  men  on  that  side  of 
the  mountain:  and  David  made  haste  to  get  away  for  fear  of 
Saul;  for  Saul  and  his  men  compassed  David  and  his  men  round 
about  to  take  them. 

But  there  came  a  messenger  untcl  Saul,  saying,  "Haste  thee, 
and  come;  for  the  Philistines  have  invaded  the  land." 

Wherefore  Saul  returned  from  pursuing  after  David,  and 
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went  against  thePhilistines:  therefore  they  called  that  place  Sela- 
hammahlekoth.  And  David  went  up  from  thence,  and  dwelt  in 
strong  holds  at  En-gedi. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Saul  was  returned  from  following 
the  Philistines,  that  it  was  told  him,  saying,  "Behold,  David  is 
in  the  wilderness  of  En-gedi." 

Then  Saul  took  three  thousand  chosen  men  out  of  all  Israel, 
and  went  to  seek  David  and  his  men  upon  the  rocks  of  the  wild 
goats.  And  he  came  to  the  sheepcotes  by  the  way,  where  was  a 
cave;  and  Saul  went  in  to  cover  his  feet:  and  David  and  his  men 
remained  in  the  sides  of  the  cave. 

And  the  men  of  David  said  unto  him,  "Behold  the  day  of 
which  the  Lord  said  unto  thee,  'Behold,  I  will  deliver  thine 
enemy  into  thine  hand,  that  thou  xnayest  do  to  him  as  it  shall 
seem  good  unto  thee/" 

Then  David  arose,  and  cut  off  the  skirt  of  Saul's  robe  privily. 
And  it  came  to  pass  afterward,  that  David's  heart  smote  him, 
because  he  had  cut  off  Saul's  skirt.  And  he  said  unto  his  men, 
"The  Lord  forbid  that  I  should  do  this  thing  unto  my  master, 
the  Lord's  anointed,  to  stretch  forth  mine  hand  against  him,  see- 
ing he  is  the  anointed  of  the  Lord." 

So  David  stayed  his  servants  with  these  words,  and  suffered 
them  not  to  rise  against  Saul.  But  Saul  rose  up  out  of  the  cave, 
and  went  on  his  way.  David  also  arose  afterward,  and  went  out 
of  the  cave,  and  cried  after  Saul,  saying,  "My  lord  the  king/' 

And  when  Saul  looked  behind  him,  David  stooped  with  his 
face  to  the  earth,  and  bowed  himself. 

And  David  said  to  Saul,  "Wherefore  hearest  thou  men's 
words,  saying,  'Behold,  David seeketh  thy  hurt '?Beho Id,  this  day 
thine  eyes  have  seen  how  that  the  Lord  had  delivered  thee  to- 
day into  mine  hand  in  the  cave:  and  some  bade  me  kill  thee:  but 
mine  eye  spared  thee;  and  I  said,  1  will  not  put  forth  mine  hand 
against  my  lord;  for  he  is  the  Lord's  anointed/  Moreover,  my 
father,  see,  yea,  see  the  skirt  of  thy  robe  in  my  hand:  for  in  that 
I  cut  off  the  skirt  of  thy  robe,  and  killed  thee  not,  know  thou  and 
see  that  there  is  neither  evil  nor  transgression  in  mine  hand,  and 
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I  have  not  sinned  against  thee;  yet  thou  liuntest  my  soul  to  take 
it.  The  Lord  judge  between  me  and  tkee,  and  the  Lord  avenge 
me  of  thee:  but  mine  hand  shall  not  be  upon  thee.  As  saith  the 
proverb  of  the  ancients, 

"* Wickedness  yrocccdcth  from  the  wicked: 
But  mine  hand  shall  not  le  upon  tha. ' 

"After  whom  is  the  king  of  Israel  come  out?  after  whom  dost 
thou  pursue?  after  a  dead  dog,  after  a  flea.  The  Lord  therefore  be 
judge,  and  judge  between  me  and  thee,  and  see,  and  plead  my 
cause,  and  deliver  me  out  of  thine  hand. " 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  David  had  made  an  end  of  speak- 
ing these  words  unto  Saul,  that  Saul  said,  "Is  this  thy  voice,  my 
son  David?" 

And  Saul  lifted  up  his  voice,  and  wept.  And  he  said  to  David, 

"Thou  art  more  righteous  than  I:  for  thou  hast  rewarded  me 
good,  whereas  I  have  rewarded  thee  evil." 

And  Saul  went  home;  but  David  and  his  men  got  them  up 
unto  the  hold. 

And  Samuel  died;  and  all  the  Israelites  were  gathered  to- 
gether, and  lamented  him,  and  buried  him  in  his  house  at  Ramah. 
And  David  arose,  and  went  down  to  the  wilderness  of  Paran. 
And  there  was  a  man  in  Maon,  whose  possessions  were  in 
Carmel;  and  the  man  was  very  great,  and  he  had  three  thousand 
sheep,  and  a  thousand  goats:  and  he  was  shearing  his  sheep  in 
Carmel.  Now  the  name  of  the  man  was  Nabal;  and  the  name  of 
his  wife  Abigail:  and  she  was  a  woman  of  good  understanding, 
and  of  a  beautiful  countenance:  but  the  man  was  churlish  and 
evil  in  his  doings;  and  he  was  of  the  house  of  Caleb. 

And  David  heard  in  the  wilderness  that  Nabal  did  shear  his 
sheep.  And  David  sent  out  ten  young  men,  and  David  said  unto 
the  young  men, 

"Get  you  up  to  Carmel,  and  go  to  Nabal,  and  greet  him  in 
my  name:  and  thus  shall  ye  say  to  him  that  liveth  in  prosperity, 
'Peace  be  both  to  thee,  and  peace  be  to  thine  house,  and  peace 
be  unto  all  that  thou  hast.  And  now  I  have  heard  that  thou  hast 
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shearers:  now  thy  shepherds  which  were  with  us,  we  hurt  them 
not,  neither  was  there  ought  missing  unto  them,  all  the  while 
they  were  in  Carmel.  Ask  thy  young  men,  and  they  will  show 
thee.  Wherefore  let  the  young  men  find  favour  in  thine  eyes:  for 
we  come  in  a  good  day:  give,  I  pray  thee,  whatsoever  cometh  to 
thine  hand  unto  thy  servants,  and  to  thy  son  David/" 

And  when  David's  young  men  came,  they  spoke  to  Nabal  ac- 
cording to  all  those  words  in  the  name  of  David,  and  ceased. 
And  Nabal  answered  David's  servants,  and  said, 

"Who  is  David?  and  who  is  the  son  of  Jesse?  there  be  many 
servants  nowadays  that  break  away  every  man  from  his  master. 
Shall  I  then  take  my  bread,  and  my  water,  and  my  flesh,  that  I 
have  killed  for  my  shearers,  and  give  it  unto  men,  whom  I  know 
not  whence  they  be?" 

So  David's  young  men  turned  their  way,  and  went  again,  and 
came  and  told  him  all  those  sayings.  And  David  said  unto  his 
men, 

"Gird  ye  on  every  man  his  sword/' 

And  they  girded  on  every  man  his  sword;  and  David  also 
girded  on  his  sword:  and  there  went  up  after  David  about  four 
hundred  men;  and  two  hundred  abode  by  the  stuff.  But  one  of 
the  young  men  told  Abigail,  Nabal's  wife,  saying, 

"Behold,  David  sent  messengers  out  of  the  wilderness  to  sa" 
lute  our  master;  and  he  railed  on  them.  But  the  men  were  very 
good  unto  us,  and  we  were  not  hurt,  neither  missed  we  any 
thing,  as  long  as  we  were  conversant  with  them,  when  we  were 
in  the  fields:  they  were  a  wall  unto  us  both  by  night  and  day,  all 
the  while  we  were  with  them  keeping  the  sheep.  Now  therefore 
know  and  consider  what  thou  wilt  do;  for  evil  is  determined 
against  our  master,  and  against  all  his  household:  for  he  is  such  a 
son  of  Belial  that  a  man  cannot  speak  to  him." 

Then  Abigail  made  haste,  and  took  two  hundred  loaves,  and 
two  bottles  of  wine,  and  five  sheep  ready  dressed,  and  five 
measures  of  parched  corn,  and  a  hundred  clusters  of  raisins, 
and  two  hundred  cakes  of  figs,  and  laid  them  on  asses.  And  she 
said  unto  her  servants, 
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"Go  on  before  me;  behold,  I  come  after  you."  But  she  told  not 
her  husband  NabaL 

And  it  was  so,  as  she  rode  on  the  ass,  that  she  came  down  by 
the  covert  of  the  hill,  and,  behold,  David  and  his  men  came 
down  against  her;  and  she  met  them. 

Now  David  had  said,  "Surely  in  vain  have  I  kept  all  that  this 
fellow  hath  in  the  wilderness,  so  that  nothing  was  missed  of  all 
that  pertained  unto  him:  and  he  hath  requited  me  evil  for  good. 
So  and  more  also  do  God  unto  the  enemies  of  David,  if  I  leave 
of  all  that  pertain  to  him  by  the  morning  light  any  that  pisseth 
against  the  wall/' 

And  when  Abigail  saw  David,  she  hastened,  and  lighted  off 
the  ass,  and  fell  before  David  on  her  face,  and  bowed  herself  to 
the  ground,  and  fell  at  his  feet,  and  said, 

"Upon  me,  my  lord,  upon  me  let  this  iniquity  be:  and  let  thine 
handmaid,  I  pray  thee,  speak  in  thine  audience,  and  hear  the 
words  of  thine  handmaid.  Let  not  my  lord,  I  pray  thee,  regard 
this  man  of  Belial,  even  Nabal:  for  as  his  name  is,  so  is  he;  Nabal 
is  his  name,  and  folly  is  with  him:  but  I  thine  handmaid  saw  not 
the  young  men  of  my  lord,  whom  thou  didst  send.  Now  there- 
fore, my  lord,  as  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  seeing 
the  Lord  hath  withheld  thee  from  coming  to  shed  blood,  and 
from  avenging  thyself  with  thine  own  hand,  now  let  thine  en- 
emies,  and  they  that  seek  evil  to  my  lord,  be  as  NabaL  And  now 
this  blessing  which  thine  handmaid  hath  brought  unto  my  lord, 
let  it  even  be  given  unto  the  young  men  that  follow  my  lord.  I 
pray  thee,  forgive  the  trespass  of  thine  handmaid:  for  the  Lord 
will  certainly  make  my  lord  a  sure  house;  because  my  lord  fight- 
eth  the  battles  of  the  Lord,  and  evil  hath  not  been  found  in  thee 
all  thy  days.  Yet  a  man  is  risen  to  pursue  thee,  and  to  seek  thy 
soul:  but  the  soul  of  my  lord  shall  be  bound  in  the  bundle  of  life 
with  the  Lord  thy  God;  and  the  souls  of  thine  enemies,  them 
shall  he  sling  out,  as  out  of  the  middle  of  a  sling.  And  it  shall 
come  to  pass,  when  the  Lord  shall  have  done  to  my  lord  accord- 
ing to  all  the  good  that  he  hath  spoken  concerning  thee,  and 
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shall  have  appointed  thee  ruler  over  Israel;  that  this  shall  be  no 
grief  unto  thee,  nor  offence  of  heart  unto  my  lord,  either  that 
thou  hast  shed  blood  causeless,  or  that  my  lord  hath  avenged 
himself:  but  when  the  Lord  shall  have  dealt  well  with  my  lord, 
then  remember  thine  handmaid/' 

And  David  said  to  Abigail, 

"Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  sent  thee  this  day 
to  meet  me:  and  blessed  be  thy  advice,  and  blessed  be  thou, 
which  hast  kept  me  this  day  from  coming  to  shed  blood,  and 
from  avenging  myself  with  mine  own  hand.  For  in  very  deed,  as 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth,  which  hath  kept  me  back  from 
hurting  thee,  except  thou  hadst  hastened  and  come  to  meet  me, 
surely  there  had  not  been  left  unto  Nabal  by  the  morning  light 
any  that  pisseth  against  the  wall/' 

So  David  received  of  her  hand  that  which  she  had  brought 
him,  and  said  unto  her, 

"Go  up  in  peace  to  thine  house;  see,  I  have  hearkened  to  thy 
voice,  and  have  accepted  thy  person." 

And  Abigail  came  to  Nabal;  and,  behold,  he  held  a  feast  in 
his  house,  like  the  feast  of  a  king;  and  NabaFs  heart  was  merry 
within  him,  for  he  was  very  drunken:  wherefore  she  told  him 
nothing,  less  or  more,  until  the  morning  light.  But  it  came  to 
pass  in  the  morning,  when  the  wine  was  gone  out  of  Nabal,  and 
his  wife  had  told  him  these  things,  that  his  heart  died  within 
him,  and  he  became  as  a  stone.  And  it  came  to  pass,  about  ten 
days  after,  that  the  Lord  smote  Nabal,  that  he  died. 

And  when  David  heard  that  Nabal  was  dead,  he  said, 
"Blessed  be  the  Lord,  that  hath  pleaded  the  cause  of  my  re- 
proach from  the  hand  of  Nabal,  and  hath  kept  his  servant  from 
evil:  for  the  Lord  hath  returned  tke  wickedness  of  Nabal  upon 
his  own  head." 

And  David  sent  and  communed  with  Abigail,  to  take  her  to 
him  to  wife.  And  when  the  servants  of  David  were  come  to 
Abigail  to  Carmel,  they  spoke  unto  her,  saying,  "David  sent  us 
unto  thee,  to  take  thee  to  him  to  wife/' 
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And  she  arose,  and  bowed  herself  on  her  face  to  the  earth, 
and  said,  "Behold,  let  thine  handmaid  be  a  servant  to  wash  the 
feet  of  the  servants  of  my  lord." 

And  Abigail  hastened,  and  arose,  and  rode  upon  an  ass,  with 
five  damsels  of  hers  that  went  after  her;  and  she  went  after  the 
messengers  of  David,  and  became  his  wife.  David  also  took 
Ahinoam  of  Jezreel;  and  they  were  also  both  of  them  his  wives. 
But  Saul  had  given  Michal  his  daughter,  David's  wife,  to  Phalti 
the  son  of  Laish,  which  was  of  Gallim. 

And  the  Ziphites  came  unto  Saul  to  Gibeah,  saying,  "Doth 
not  David  hide  himself  in  the  hill  of  Hachilah,  which  is  before 
Jeshimon?" 

Then  Saul  arose,  and  went  down  to  the  wilderness  of  Ziph, 
having  three  thousand  chosen  men  of  Israel  with  him,  to  seek 
David  in  the  wilderness  of  Ziph.  And  Saul  pitched  in  the  hill  of 
Hachilah,  which  is  before  Jeshimon,  by  the  way.  But  David 
abode  in  the  wilderness,  and  he  saw  that  Saul  came  after  him 
into  the  wilderness.  David  therefore  sent  out  spies,  and  under- 
stood that  Saul  was  come  in  very  deed.  And  David  arose,  and 
came  to  the  place  where  Saul  had  pitched:  and  David  beheld 
the  place  where  Saul  lay,  and  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  the  captain 
of  his  host:  and  Saul  lay  in  the  trench,  and  the  people  pitched 
round  about  him. 

Then  answered  David  and  said  to  Ahimelech  the  Hittite,  and 
to  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  brother  to  Joab,  saying,  "Who 
will  go  down  with  me  to  Saul  to  the  camp?" 

And  Abishai  said,  "I  will  go  down  with  thee." 

So  David  and  Abishai  came  to  the  people  by  night:  and,  be- 
hold, Saul  lay  sleeping  within  the  trench,  and  his  spear  stuck  in 
the  ground  at  his  bolster:  but  Abner  and  the  people  lay  round 
about  him. 

Then  said  Abishai  t  o  D  avid,  "God  hath  delivered  thine  enemy 
into  thine  hand  this  day:  now  therefore  let  me  smite  him,  I  pray 
thee,  with  the  spear  even  to  the  earth  at  once,  and  I  will  not 
smite  him  the  second  time/' 
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And  David  said  to  Abishai,  "Destroy  him  not:  for  who  can 
stretch  forth  his  hand  against  the  Lord's  anointed,  and  be  guilt- 
less?" 

David  said  furthermore,  "As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  Lord  shall 
smite  him;  or  his  day  shall  come  to  die;  or  he  shall  descend  into 
battle,  and  perish.  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  should  stretch  forth 
mine  hand  against  the  Lord's  anointed:  but,  I  pray  thee,  take 
thou  now  the  spear  that  is  at  his  bolster,  and  the  cruse  of  water, 
and  let  us  go." 

So  David  took  the  spear  and  the  cruse  of  water  from  Saul's 
bolster;  and  they  got  them  away,  and  no  man  saw  it,  nor  knew 
it,  neither  awaked:  for  they  were  all  asle'ep;  because  a  deep 
sleep  from  the  Lord  was  fallen  upon  them.  Then  David  went 
over  to  the  other  side,  and  stood  on  the  top  of  a  hill  afar  off;  a 
great  space  being  between  them:  and  David  cried  to  the  people, 
and  to  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  saying,  "Answerest  thou  not,  Ab- 
ner?" 

Then  Abner  answered  and  said,  "Who  art  thou  that  criest  to 
the  king?" 

And  David  said  to  Abner,  "Art  not  thou  a  valiant  man?  and 
who  is  like  to  thee  in  Israel?  wherefore  then  hast  thou  not  kept 
thy  lord  the  king?  for  there  came  one  of  the  people  in  to  destroy 
the  king  thy  lord.  This  thing  is  not  good  that  thou  hast  done. 
As  the  Lord  liveth,  ye  are  worthy  to  die,  because  ye  have  not 
kept  your  master,  the  Lord's  anointed.  And  now  see  where  the 
king's  spear  is,  and  the  cruse  of  water  that  was  at  his  bolster." 

And  Saul  knew  David's  voice,  and  said,  "Is  this  thy  voice, 
my  son  David?" 

And  David  said,  "It  is  my  voice,  my  lord,  O  king/' 

And  he  said,  "Wherefore  doth  my  lord  thus  pursue  after  his 
servant?  for  what  have  I  done?  or  what  evil  is  in  mine  hand?  Now 
therefore,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  lord  the  king  hear  the  words  of  his 
servant.  If  the  Lord  have  stirred  thee  up  against  me,  let  him 
accept  an  offering:  but  if  they  be  the  children  of  men,  cursed  be 
they  before  the  Lord;  for  they  have  driven  me  out  this  day  from 
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abiding  in  the  inheritance  of  the  Lord,  saying,  'Go,  serve  other 
gods/  Now  therefore,  let  not  my  blood  fall  to  the  earth  before 
the  face  of  the  Lord:  for  the  king  of  Israel  is  come  out  to  seek  a 
flea,  as  when  one  doth  hunt  a  partridge  in  the  mountains." 

Then  said  Saul,  'I  have  sinned:  return,  my  son  David:  for  I 
will  no  more  do  thee  harm,  because  my  soul  was  precious  in 
thine  eyes  this  day:  behold,  I  have  played  the  fool,  and  have 
erred  exceedingly/' 

And  David  answered  and  said,  "Behold  the  king's  spear!  and 
let  one  of  the  young  men  come  over  and  fetch  it.  The  Lord  render 
to  every  man  his  righteousness  and  his  faithfulness:  for  the  Lord 
delivered  thee  into  my  hand  to-day,  but  I  would  not  stretch 
forth  mine  hand  against  the  Lord's  anointed.  And,  behold,  as 
thy  life  was  much  set  by  this  day  in  mine  eyes,  so  let  my  life  be 
much  set  by  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  let  him  deliver  me  out 
of  all  tribulation/' 

Then  Saul  said  to  David,  "Blessed  be  thou,  my  son  David: 
thou  shalt  both  do  great  things,  and  also  shalt  still  prevail/' 

So  David  went  on  his  way,  and  Saul  returned  to  his  place. 

And  David  said  in  his  heart,  "I  shall  now  perish  one  day  by 
the  hand  of  Saul:  there  is  nothing  better  for  me  than  that  I  should 
speedily  escape  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines;  and  Saul  shall 
despair  of  me,  to  seek  me  any  more  in  any  coast  of  Israel:  so  shall 
I  escape  out  of  his  hand/'  And  David  arose,  and  he  passed  over 
with  the  six  hundred  men  that  were  with  him  unto  Achish,  the 
son  of  Maoch,  king  of  Gath.  And  David  dwelt  with  Achish  at 
Gath,  he  and  his  men,  every  man  with  his  household,  even  David 
with  his  two  wives,  Ahinoam  the  Jezreelitess,  and  Abigail  the 
Carmelitess,  Nabal's  wife.  And  it  was  told  Saul  that  David 
was  fled  to  Gath:  and  he  sought  no  more  again  for  him. 

And  David  said  unto  Achish,  "If  I  have  now  found  grace  in 
thine  eyes,  let  them  give  me  a  place  in  some  town  in  the  country, 
that  I  may  dwell  there:  for  why  should  thy  servant  dwell  in  the 
royal  city  with  thee?" 

Then  Achish  gave  him  Ziklag  that  day:  wherefore  Ziklag 
pertaineth  unto  the  kings  of  Judah  unto  this  day.  And  the  time 
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that  David  dwelt  in  the  country  of  the  Philistines  was  a  full 
year  and  four  months. 

Tk  Witch  of  En-dor 

Now  Samuel  was  dead,  and  all  Israel  had  lamented  him,  and 
buried  him  in  Ramah,  even  in  his  own  city.  And  Saul  had  put 
away  those  that  had  familiar  spirits,  and  the  wizards,  out  of  the 
land.  And  the  Philistines  gathered  themselves  together,  and 
came  and  pitched  in  Shunem:  and  Saul  gathered  all  Israel  to- 
gether, and  they  pitched  in  Gilboa.  And  when  Saul  saw  the 
host  of  the  Philistines,  he  was  afraid,  and  his  heart  greatly  trem- 
bled. And  when  Saul  enquired  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  answered 
him  not,  neither  by  dreams,  nor  by  Urim,  nor  by  prophets. 

Then  said  Saul  unto  his  servants,  "Seek  me  a  woman  that 
hath  a  familiar  spirit,  that  I  may  go  to  her,  and  enquire  of  her." 

And  his  servants  said  to  him,  "Behold,  there  is  a  woman  that 
hath  a  familiar  spirit  at  En-dor." 

And  Saul  disguised  himself,  and  put  on  other  raiment,  and  he 
went,  and  two  men  with  him,  and  they  came  to  the  woman  by 
night:  and  he  said,  "I  pray  thee,  divine  unto  me  by  the  familiar 
spirit,  and  bring  me  him  up,  whom  I  shall  name  unto  thee." 

And  the  woman  said  unto  him,  "Behold,  thou  knowest  what 
Saul  hath  done,  how  he  hath  cut  off  those  that  have  familiar 
spirits,  and  the  wizards,  out  of  the  land:  wherefore  then  layest 
thou  a  snare  for  my  life,  to  cause  me  to  die?" 

And  Saul  swore  to  her  by  the  Lord,  saying,  "As  the  Lord 
liveth,  there  shall  no  punishment  happen  to  thee  for  this  thing." 

Then  said  the  woman,  "Whom  shall  I  bring  up  unto  thee?" 

And  he  said,  "Bring  me  up  Samuel." 

And  when  the  woman  saw  Samuel,  she  cried  with  a  loud 
voice:  and  the  woman  spoke  to  Saul,  saying,  "Why  hast  thou 
deceived  me?  for  thou  art  Saul." 

And  the  king  said  unto  her,  "Be  not  afraid:  for  what  sawest 
thou?" 

And  the  woman  said  unto  Saul,  "I  saw  gods  ascending  out  of 
the  earth." 
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And  he  said  unto  her,  "What  form  is  he  of?" 

And  she  said,  "An  old  man  cometh  up;  and  he  is  covered  with 
a  mantle." 

And  Saul  perceived  that  it  was  Samuel,  and  he  stooped  with 
his  face  to  the  ground,  and  bowed  himself. 

And  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  "Why  hast  thou  disquieted  me,  to 
bring  me  up?" 

And  Saul  answered,  "I  am  sore  distressed;  for  the  Philistines 
make  war  against  me,  and  God  is  departed  from  me,  and  an- 
swereth  me  no  more,  neither  by  prophets,  nor  by  dreams:  there- 
fore I  have  called  thee,  that  thou  mayest  make  known  unto  me 
what  I  shall  do." 

Then  said  Samuel,  "Wherefore  then  dost  thou  ask  of  me,  see- 
ing the  Lord  is  departed  from  thee,  and  is  become  thine  enemy? 
And  the  Lord  hath  done  to  him,  as  he  spoke  by  me:  for  the  Lord 
hath  rent  the  kingdom  out  of  thine  hand,  and  given  it  to  thy 
neighbour,  even  to  David:  because  thou  obeyedst  not  the  voice 
of  the  Lord,  nor  executedst  his  fierce  wrath  upon  Amalek,  there- 
fore hath  the  Lord  done  this  thing  unto  thee  this  day.  Moreover 
the  Lord  will  also  deliver  Israel  with  thee  into  the  hand  of  the 
Philistines:  and  to-morrow  shalt  thou  and  thy  sons  be  with  me: 
the  Lord  also  shall  deliver  the  host  of  Israel  into  the  hand  of  the 
Philistines." 

Then  Saul  fell  straightway  all  along  on  the  earth,  and  was 
sore  afraid,  because  of  the  words  of  Samuel:  and  there  was  no 
strength  in  him;  for  he  had  eaten  no  bread  all  the  day,  nor  all 
the  night. 

And  the  woman  came  unto  Saul,  and  saw  that  he  was  sore 
troubled,  and  said  unto  him,  "Behold,  thine  handmaid  hath 
obeyed  thy  voice,  and  I  have  put  my  life  in  my  hand,  and  have 
hearkened  unto  thy  words  which  thou  spokest  unto  me.  Now 
therefore,  I  pray  thee,  hearken  thou  also  unto  the  voice  of  thine 
handmaid,  and  let  me  set  a  morsel  of  bread  before  thee;  and  eat, 
that  thou  mayest  have  strength,  when  thou  goest  on  thy  way." 

But  he  refused,  and  said,  "I  will  not  eat." 
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But  his  servants,  together  with  the  woman,  compelled  him; 
and  he  hearkened  unto  their  voice.  So  he  arose  from  the  earth, 
and  sat  upon  the  bed.  And  the  woman  had  a  fat  calf  in  the  house; 
and  she  hastened,  and  killed  it,  and  took  flour,  and  kneaded  it,  and 
did  bake  unleavened  bread  thereof:  and  she  brought  it  before 
Saul,  and  before  his  servants;  and  they  did  eat.  Then  they  rose 
up,  and  went  away  that  night. 

The  Death  of  Said 

Now  the  Philistines  gathered  together  all  their  armies  to 
Aphek:  and  the  Israelites  pitched  by  a  fountain  which  is  in  Jez- 
reel.  And  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  passed  on  by  hundreds,  and 
by  thousands:  but  David  and  his  men  passed  on  in  the  rearward 
with  Achish, 

Then  said  the  princes  of  the  Philistines,  "What  do  these  He- 
brews here?" 

And  Achish  said  unto  the  princes  of  the  Philistines,  "Is  not 
this  David,  the  servant  of  Saul  the  king  of  Israel,  which  hath 
been  with  me  these  days,  or  these  years,  and  I  have  found  no 
fault  in  him  since  he  fell  unto  me  unto  this  day?" 

And  the  princes  of  the  Philistines  were  wroth  with  him;  and 
the  princes  of  the  Philistines  said  unto  him,  "Make  this  fellow 
return,  that  he  may  go  again  to  his  place  which  thou  hast  ap- 
pointed him,  and  let  him  not  go  down  with  us  to  battle,  lest  in 
the  battle  he  be  an  adversary  to  us:  for  wherewith  should  he 
reconcile  himself  unto  his  master?  should  it  not  be  with  the 
heads  of  these  men?  Is  not  this  David,  of  whom  they  sang  one  to 
another  in  dances,  saying, 

"  'Saul  slew  his  thousands , 
And  David  his  ten  thousands?* 

Then  Achish  called  David,  and  said  unto  him,  "Surely,  as  the 
Lord  liveth,  thou  hast  been  upright,  and  thy  going  out  and  thy 
coming  in  with  me  in  the  host  is  good  in  my  sight:  for  I  have  not 
found  evil  in  thee  since  the  day  of  thy  coming  unto  me  unto  this 
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day:  nevertheless  the  lords  favour  tkee  not.  Wherefore  now  re- 
turn, and  go  in  peace,  that  thou  displease  not  the  lords  of  the 
Philistines/ 

And  David  said  unto  Achish,  "But  what  have  I  done?  and 
what  hast  thou  found  in  thy  servant  so  long  as  I  have  been  with 
thee  unto  this  day,  that  I  may  not  go  fight  against  the  enemies  of 
my  lord  the  king?" 

And  Achish  answered  and  said  to  David,  "I  know  that  thou 
art  good  in  my  sight,  as  an  angel  of  God:  notwithstanding  the 
princes  of  the  Philistines  have  said,  'He  shall  not  go  up  with  us 
to  the  battle/  Wherefore  now  rise  up  early  in  the  morning  with 
thy  master's  servants  that  are  come  with  thee:  and  as  soon  as  ye 
be  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  have  light,  depart." 

So  David  and  his  men  rose  up  early  to  depart  in  the  morning, 
to  return  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines.  And  the  Philistines 
went  up  to  Jezreel. 

Now  the  Philistines  fought  against  Israel:  and  the  men  of 
Israel  fled  from  before  the  Philistines,  and  fell  down  slain  in 
Mount  Gilboa.  And  the  Philistines  followed  hard  upon  Saul  and 
upon  his  sons;  and  the  Philistines  slew  Jonathan,  and  Abinadab, 
and  Melchi-shua,  Saul's  sons.  And  the  battle  went  sore  against 
Saul,  and  the  archers  hit  him;  and  he  was  sore  wounded  of  the 
archers.  Then  said  Saul  unto  his  armourbearer, 

"Draw  thy  sword,  and  thrust  me  through  therewith;  lest 
these  uncircumcised  come  and  thrust  me  through,  and  abuse  me. " 

But  his  armourbearer  would  not;  for  he  was  sore  afraid.  There- 
fore Saul  took  a  sword,  and  fell  upon  it.  And  when  his  armour- 
bearer  saw  that  Saul  was  dead,  he  fell  likewise  upon  his  sword, 
and  died  with  him.  So  Saul  died,  and  his  three  sons,  and  his 
armourbearer,  and  all  his  men,  that  same  day  together. 

And  when  the  men  of  Israel  that  were  on  the  other  side  of  the 
valley,  and  they  that  were  on  the  other  side  Jordan,  saw  that 
the  men  of  Israel  fled,  and  that  Saul  and  his  sons  were  dead,  they 
forsook  the  cities,  and  fled;  and  the  Philistines  came  and  dwelt 
in  them.  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  when  the  Philistines 
came  to  strip  the  slain,  that  they  found  Saul  and  his  three  sons 
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fallen  in  Mount  Gilboa.  And  they  cut  off  his  head,  and  stripped 
off  his  armour,  and  sent  into  the  knd  of  the  Philistines  round 
about,  to  publish  it  in  the  house  of  their  idols,  and  among  the 
people.  And  they  put  his  armour  in  the  house  of  Ashtaroth:  and 
they  fastened  his  body  to  the  wall  of  Beth-shan. 

And  when  the  inhabitants  of Jabesh-gilead  heard  of  that  which 
the  Philistines  had  done  to  Saul,  all  the  valiant  men  arose,  and 
went  all  night,  and  took  the  body  of  Saul  and  the  bodies  of  his 
sons  from  the  wall  of  Beth-shan,  and  came  to  Jabesh,  and  burnt- 
them  there.  And  they  took  their  bones,  and  buried  them  under 
a  tree  at  Jabesh,  and  fasted  seven  days. 
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THERE  is  <t  plausible  and  -pleasant  theory,  though  one  not  universally 
accepted,  that  the  nucleus  of  the  Second  Book  of  Samuel  is  a  court 
history  of  David,  written  by  some  nobleman  immediately  conversant 
with  the  events  of  David's  reign.  In  any  event,  Second  Samuel  would 
seem  to  have  been  the  first  of  the  Biblical  books  written  in  anything  like 
its  present  form  and  to  have  started  the  school  of  historical  writing  that 
continued  until  the  first  century  B.  C.  It  was  the  natural  mode  of  pro" 
cedure,  if  one  stops  to  think  of  it,  for  historians  to  begin  with  the  period 
that  they  knew  most  about  and  work  gradually  backward  through  the 
ever-dimming  past  until  they  should  reach  the  Creation  as  their  final 
terminus. 

The  treatment  of  the  central  figure,  David,  is  obviously  somewhat 
apologetic,  yet  without  any  such  idealization  as  moderns,  living  in  a  so- 
called  scientific  age,  are  wont  to  bestow  upon  their  national  heroes.  The 
unknown  ] ewish  writers  of  the  tenth  century  B.C.  were  better  histori- 
ans than  the  popular  Parson  Weews  of  the  nineteenth  century  A.D. 
It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  like  all  the  rest  of  these  books 
Second  Samuel  was  extensively  revised  in  later  centuries.  For  example, 
in  the  account  of  the  Bath-sheta  incident  and  the  rebuke  of  David  by 
the  prophet  J^athan  one  can  clearly  see  the  hand  of  the  Dcuteronomist  at 
work.  ^Nevertheless,  out  of  the  whole  narrative  King  David,  with  his 
most  human  inconsistencies,  emerges  as  one  of  the  essentially  real  figures 
in  ancient  history. 
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ow  IT  CAME  TO  PASS  after  the  death  of  Saul,  when  David 
had  abode  two  days  in  Ziklag,  it  came  even  to  pass  on  the 
third  day  that,  behold,  a  man  came  out  of  the  camp  from  Saul 
with  his  clothes  rent,  and  earth  upon  his  head:  and  so  it  was, 
when  he  came  to  David,  that  he  fell  to  the  earth,  and  did  obei- 
sance. 

And  David  said  unto  him,  "From  whence  comest  thou?"  And 
he  said  unto  him,  "Out  of  the  camp  of  Israel  am  I  escaped." 

And  David  said  unto  him,  "How  went  the  matter?  I  pray 
thee,  tell  nie."  And  he  answered  that  "the  people  are  fled  from 
the  battle,  and  many  of  the  people  also  are  fallen  and  dead;  and 
Saul  and  Jonathan  his  son  are  dead  also." 

And  David  said  unto  the  young  man  that  told  him,  "How 
knowest  thou  that  Saul  and  Jonathan  his  son  be  dead?" 

And  the  young  man  that  told  him  said,  "As  I  happened  by 
chance  upon  Mount  Gilboa,  behold,  Saul  leaned  upon  his  spear; 
and,  lo,  the  chariots  and  horsemen  followed  hard  after  him.  And 
when  he  looked  behind  him,  he  saw  me,  and  called  unto  me. 
And  I  answered,  'Here  am  I/  And  he  said  unto  me,  'Who  art 
thou?'  And  I  answered  him,  'I  am  an  Amalekite/  He  said  unto 
me  again,  'Stand,  I  pray  thee,  upon  me,  and  slay  me:  for  anguish 
is  come  upon  me,  because  my  life  is  yet  whole  in  me.  '  So  I  stood 
upon  him,  and  slew  him,  because  I  was  sure  that  he  could  not 
live  after  that  he  was  fallen:  and  I  took  the  crown  that  was  upon 
his  head,  and  the  bracelet  that  was  on  his  arm,  and  have  brought 
them  hither  unto  my  lord." 
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Then  David  took  hold  on  his  clothes,  and.  rent  them;  and  like- 
wise all  the  men  that  were  with  him:  and  they  mourned,  and 
wept,  and  fasted  until  even,  for  Saul,  and  for  Jonathan  his  son, 
and  for  the  people  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  house  of  Israel;  be- 
cause they  were  fallen  by  the  sword. 

And  David  said  unto  the  young  man  that  told  him,  "Whence 
art  thou?" 

And  he  answered,  "I  am  the  son  of  a  stranger,  an  Amalekite. " 

And  David  said  unto  him,  "How  wast  thou  not  afraid  to 
stretch  forth  thine  hand  to  destroy  the  Lord's  anointed?" 

And  David  called  one  of  the  young  men,  and  said,  "Go  near, 
and  fall  upon  him/'  And  he  smote  him  that  he  died. 

And  David  said  unto  him,  "Thy  blood  be  upon  thy  head;  for 
thy  mouth  hath  testified  against  thee,  saying,  1  have  slain  the 
Lord's  anointed/" 

And  David  lamented  with  this  lamentation  over  Saul  and 
over  Jonathan  his  son  (also  he  bade  them  teach  the  children  of 
Judah  the  use  of  the  bow:  behold,  it  is  written  in  the  Book  of 
Jasher): 

"The  "beauty  of  Israel  is  slain  upon  thy  high  places: 
How  are  the  mighty  /alien! 
Tell  it  not  in  Gatk, 
Publish  it  not  in  the  streets  ofAskelon; 
Lest  the  daughters  of  the  Philistines  rejoice, 
Lest  the  daughters  of  the  uncircumcised  triumph. 

Ye  mountains  ofGilboa, 

Let  there  le  no  dew,  neither  let  there  he  rain,  upon  you,  nor 

fields  of  offerings: 

For  there  the  shield  of  the  mighty  is  vilely  cast  away, 
The  shield  of  Saul,  as  though  he  had  not  been  anointed  with 

oil 

From  the  Uood  of  the  slain,  from  the  fat  of  the  mighty, 
The  how  of  Jonathan  turned  not  back, 
And  the  sword  of  Saul  returned  not  empty. 
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Saul  and  Jonathan  wen  lovdy  and  pleasant  in  their  lives. 

And  in  tkdr  death  they  were  not  divided: 

They  were  swifter  than  eagles, 

They  were  stronger  than  lions. 

Ye  daughters  of  Israel,  weep  over  Saul, 

Who  dothed  you  in  scarlet,  with  other  delights, 

Who  put  ornaments  of  gold  upon  your  apparel. 

How  are  the  mighty  fallen  in  the  midst  of  the  battle! 

0  Jonathan,  thou  wast  slain  in  thine  high  places. 

1  am  distressed  for  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan : 
Very  pleasant  hast  thou  been  unto  me: 

Thy  love  to  me  was  wonderful, 
Passing  the  love  of  women. 
How  are  the  mighty  fallen, 
And  the  weapons  of  war  perishedr 

The  Triuwpli  of  David 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  this  that  David  enquired  of  the 
Lord,  saying,  "Shall  I  go  up  into  any  of  the  cities  of  Judah?"  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Go  up."  And  David  said,  "Whither 
shall  I  go  up?"  And  he  said,  "Unto  Hebron." 

So  David  went  up  thither,  and  his  two  wives  also,  Ahinoam 
the  Jezreelitess,  and  Abigail  NabaFs  wife  the  Carmelite.  And 
his  men  that  were  with  him  did  David  bring  up,  every  man 
with  his  household:  and  they  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  Hebron.  And 
the  men  of  Judah  came,  and  there  they  anointed  David  king  over 
the  house  of  Judah.  And  they  told  David  that  the  men  of Jabesh- 
gilead  were  they  that  buried  Saul. 

And  David  sent  messengers  unto  the  men  of  Jabesh-gilead, 
and  said  unto  them,  "Blessed  be  ye  of  the  Lord,  that  ye  have 
showed  this  kindness  unto  your  lord,  even  unto  Saul,  and  have 
buried  him.  And  now  the  Lord  show  kindness  and  truth  unto 
you:  and  I  also  will  requite  you  this  kindness,  because  ye  have 
done  this  thing.  Therefore  now  let  your  hands  be  strengthened, 
and  be  ye  valiant:  for  your  master  Saul  is  dead,  and  also  the 
house  of  Judah  have  anointed  me  king  over  them." 
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But  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  captain  of  Saul's  Lost,  took  Ish- 
bosheth  the  son  of  Saul,  and  brought  him  over  to  Mahanaim; 
and  made  him  king  over  Gilead,  and  over  the  Ashurites,  and 
over  Jezreel,  and  over  Ephraim,  and  over  Benjamin,  and  over  all 
Israel.  Isfarbosheth  Saul's  son  was  forty  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign  over  Israel,  and  reigned  two  years.  But  the  house  of 
Judah  followed  David.  And  the  time  that  David  was  king  in 
Hebron  over  the  house  of  Judah  was  seven  years  and  six  months. 

And  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  and  the  servants  of  Isbrbosheth 
the  son  of  Saul,  went  out  from  Mahanaim  to  Gibeon.  And  Joab 
the  son  of  Zeruiah,  and  the  servants  of  David,  went  out,  and 
met  together  by  the  pool  of  Gibeon:  and  they  sat  down,  the  one 
on  the  one  side  of  the  pool,  and  the  other  on  the  other  side  of 
the  pool. 

And  Abner  said  to  Joab,  "Let  the  young  men  now  arise,  and 
play  before  us."  And  Joab  said,  "Let  them  arise/' 

Then  there  arose  and  went  over  by  number  twelve  of  Benja- 
min, which  pertained  to  Ish-bosheththesonof  Saul,  and  twelve 
of  the  servants  of  David,  And  they  caught  every  one  his  fellow 
by  the  head,  and  thrust  his  sword  in  his  fellow's  side;  so  they 
fell  down  together:  wherefore  that  place  was  called  Helkath- 
hazzurim,  which  is  in  Gibeon.  And  there  was  a  very  sore  battle 
that  day;  and  Abner  was  beaten,  and  the  men  of  Israel,  before 
the  servants  of  David. 

And  there  were  three  sons  of  Zeruiah  there,  Joab,  and  Abis- 
hai,  and  Asahel:  and  Asahel  was  as  light  of  foot  as  a  wild  roe. 
And  Asahel  pursued  after  Abner;  and  in  going  he  turned  not  to 
the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left  from  following  Abner. 

Then  Abner  looked  behind  him,  and  said,  "Art  thou  Asahel?" 
And  he  answered,  "I  am." 

And  Abner  said  to  him,  "Turn  thee  aside  to  thy  right  hand  or 
to  thy  left,  and  lay  thee  hold  on  one  of  the  young  men,  and  take 
thee  his  armour."  But  Asahel  would  not  turn  aside  from  follow- 
ing of  him. 

And  Abner  said  again  to  Asahel,  "Turn  thee  aside  from  fol- 
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lowing  me:  wherefore  should  I  smite  thee  to  the  ground?  Low 
then  should  I  hold  up  my  face  to Joab  thy  brother?" 

Howbeit  he  refused  to  turn  aside:  wherefore  Abner  with  the 
hinder  end  of  the  spear  smote  him  under  the  fifth  rib,  that  the 
spear  came  out  behind  him;  and  he  fell  down  there,  and  died  in 
the  same  place:  and  it  came  to  pass  that  as  many  as  came  to  the 
place  where  Asahel  fell  down  and  died  stood  still  Joab  also 
and  Abishai  pursued  after  Abner:  and  the  sun  went  down  when 
they  were  come  to  the  hill  of  Ammah,  that  lieth  before  Giah  by 
the  way  of  the  wilderness  of  Gibeon.  And  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin  gathered  themselves  together  after  Abner,  and  became 
one  troop,  and  stood  on  the  top  of  a  hill. 

Then  Abner  called  to  Joab,  and  said,  "Shall  the  sword  de- 
vour for  ever?  knowest  thou  not  that  it  will  be  bitterness  in  the 
latter  end?  how  long  shall  it  be  then,  ere  thou  bid  the  people 
return  from  following  their  brethren?" 

And  Joab  said,  "As  God  liveth,  unless  thou  hadst  spoken, 
surely  then  in  the  morning  the  people  had  gone  up  every  one 
from  following  his  brother." 

So  Joab  blew  a  trumpet,  and  all  the  people  stood  still,  and 
pursued  after  Israel  no  more,  neither  fought  they  any  more.  And 
Abner  and  his  men  walked  all  that  night  through  the  plain,  and 
passed  over  Jordan,  and  went  through  all  Bithron,  and  they  came 
to  Mahanaim.  And  Joab  returned  from  following  Abner:  and 
when  he  had  gathered  all  the  people  together,  there  lacked  of 
David's  servants  nineteen  men  and  Asahel,  But  the  servants  of 
David  had  smitten  of  Benjamin,  and  of  Abner 's  men,  so  that 
three  hundred  and  threescore  men  died.  And  they  took  up  Asahel, 
and  buried  him  in  the  sepulchre  of  his  father,  which  was  in 
Bethlehem.  And  Joab  and  his  men  went  all  night,  and  they  came 
to  Hebron  at  break  of  day. 

Now  there  was  long  war  between  the  house  of  Saul  and  the 
house  of  David:  but  David  waxed  stronger  and  stronger,  and 
the  house  of  Saul  waxed  weaker  and  weaker.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  while  there  was  war  between  the  house  of  Saul  and  the 
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kouse  of  David,  tkat  Abner  made  Himself  strong  for  tke  house 
of  Saul.  And  Saul  kad  a  concubine,  wkose  name  was  Rizpak, 
tke  daugkter  of  Aiak:  and  Ish-bosketk  said  to  Abner,  "Where- 
fore kast  tkou  gone  in  unto  my  fatker's  concubine?" 

Tken  was  Abner  very  wrotk  for  tke  words  of  Isk-bosketk, 
and  said,  "Am  I  a  dog's  kead,  wkick  against  Judak  do  skow  kind- 
ness this  day  unto  tke  kouse  of  Saul  tky  father,  to  kis  bretkren, 
and  to  kis  friends,  and  kave  not  delivered  tkee  into  tke  kand  of 
David,  tkat  tkou  ckargest  me  to-day  witk  a  fault  concerning 
tkis  woman?  So  do  God  to  Abner,  and  more  also,  except,  as  tke 
Lord  katk  sworn  to  David,  even  so  I  do  to  kim;  to  translate  tke 
kingdom  from  tke  kouse  of  Saul,  and  to  set  up  tke  tkrone  of 
David  over  Israel  and  over  Judak,  from  Dan  even  to  Reer-skeba. " 

And  ke  could  not  answer  Abner  a  word  again,  because  ke 
feared  kim. 

And  Abner  sent  messengers  to  David  on  kis  bekalf,  saying, 
"Wkose  is  tke  land?"  saying  also,  "Make  tky  league  witk  me, 
and,  bekold,  my  kand  skall  be  witk  tkee,  to  bring  about  all 
Israel  unto  tkee. " 

And  ke  said,  "Well:  I  will  make  a  league  witk  tkee:  but  one 
tking  I  require  of  tkee,  tkat  is:  tkou  skalt  not  see  my  face,  ex- 
cept tkou  first  bring  Mickal  Saul's  daugkter,  wken  tkou  comest 
to  see  my  face." 

And  David  sent  messengers  to  Isk-bosketk  Saul's  son,  saying, 
"Deliver  me  my  wife  Mickal,  wkick  I  espoused  to  me  for  a*kun- 
dred  foreskins  of  tkePkilistines." 

And  Isk-bosketk  sent,  and  took  ker  from  ker  kusband,  even 
from  Pkaltiel  tke  son  of  Laisk.  And  ker  kusband  went  witk  ker 
along  weeping  bekind  ker  to  Bakurim.  Tken  said  Abner  unto 
kim,  "Go,  return."  And  ke  returned. 

And  Abner  kad  communication  witk  tke  elders  of  Israel,  say- 
ing, "Ye  sougkt  for  David  in  times  past  to  be  king  over  you: 
now  tken  do  it:  for  tke  Lord  katk  spoken  of  David,  saying,  'By 
tke  kand  of  my  servant  David  I  will  save  my  people  Israel  out  of 
tke  kand  of  tke  Pkilistines,  and  out  of  tke  kand  of  all  tkeir  en- 


emies.'" 
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And  Abner  also  spoke  in  the  ears  of  Benjamin:  and  Abner 
went  also  to  speak  in  the  ears  of  David  in  Hebron  all  that  seemed 
good  to  Israel,  and  that  seemed  good  to  the  whole  house  of  Ben- 
jamin. So  Abner  came  to  David  to  Hebron,  and  twenty  men 
with  him.  And  David  made  Abner  and  the  men  that  were  with 
him  a  feast. 

And  Abner  said  unto  David,  "I  will  arise  and  go,  and  will 
gather  all  Israel  unto  my  lord  the  king,  that  they  may  make  a 
league  with  thee,  and  that  thou  mayest  reign  over  all  that  thine 
heart  desireth."  And  David  sent  Abner  away;  and  he  went  in 
peace. 

And,  behold,  the  servants  of  David  and  Joab  came  from  pur- 
suing a  troop,  and  brought  in  a  great  spoil  with  them:  but  Ab- 
ner was  not  with  David  in  Hebron;  for  he  had  sent  him  away, 
and  he  was  gone  in  peace.  When  Joab  and  all  the  host  that  was 
with  him  were  come,  they  told  Joab,  saying,  "Abner  the  son  of 
Ner  came  to  the  king,  and  he  hath  sent  him  away:  and  he  is  gone 
in  peace."  Then  Joab  came  to  the  king,  and  said,  "What  hast 
thou  done?  behold,  Abner  came  unto  thee;  why  is  it  that  thou 
hast  sent  him  away,  and  he  is  quite  gone?  Thou  knowest  Abner 
the  son  of  Ner,  that  he  came  to  deceive  thee,  and  to  know  thy 
going  out  and  thy  coming  in,  and  to  know  all  that  thou  doest." 

And  when  Joab  was  come  out  from  David,  he  sent  messen- 
gers after  Abner,  which  brought  him  again  from  the  well  of 
Sir  ah:  but  David  knew  it  not.  And  when  Abner  was  returned 
to  Hebron,  Joab  took  him  aside  in  the  gate  to  speak  with  him 
quietly,  and  smote  him  there  under  the  fifth  rib,  that  he  died, 
for  the  blood  of  Asahel  his  brother. 

And  afterward  when  David  heard  it,  he  said,  "I  and  my  king- 
dom are  guiltless  before  the  Lord  for  ever  from  the  blood  of  Ab- 
ner the  son  of  Ner.  Let  it  rest  on  the  head  of  Joab,  and  on  all  his 
father's  house;  and  let  there  not  fail  from  the  house  of  Joab  one 
that  hath  an  issue,  or  that  is  a  leper,  or  that  leaneth  on  a  staff,  or 
that  falleth  on  the  sword,  or  that  lacketh  bread/' 

So  Joab  and  Abishai  his  brother  slew  Abner,  because  he  had 
slain  their  brother  Asahel  at  Gibeon  in  the  battle.  And  David 
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said  to  Joab,  and  to  all  the  people  that  were  with  him,  "Rend 
your  clothes,  and  gird  you  with  sackcloth,  and  mourn  before 
Abner." 

And  King  David  himself  followed  the  bier.  And  they  buried 
Abner  in  Hebron:  and  the  king  lifted  up  his  voice,  and  wept  at 
the  grave  of  Abner;  and  all  the  people  wept.  And  the  king  la- 
mented over  Abner,  and  said, 

"Died  Aimer  as  a  fool  dieth? 
TKy  hands  were  not  bound, 
~Nj)r  thy  feet  put  into  fetters: 
As  a  -man  falletk  lefore  wicked  men,  so  fdlest  tkou, 

And  the  sons  of  Rimmon  the  Beerothite,  Rechab  and  Baanah, 
went,  and  came  about  the  heat  of  the  day  to  the  house  of  Ish- 
bosheth,  who  lay  on  a  bed  at  noon.  And  they  came  thither  into 
the  midst  of  the  house,  as  though  they  would  have  fetched  wheat; 
and  they  smote  him  under  the  fifth  rib:  and  Rechab  and  Baanah 
his  brother  escaped.  For  when  they  came  into  the  house,  he  lay 
on  his  bed  in  his  bedchamber,  and  they  smote  him,  and  slew 
him,  and  beheaded  him,  and  took  his  head,  and  got  them  away 
through  the  plain  all  night.  And  they  brought  the  head  of  Ish- 
bosheth  unto  David  to  Hebron,  and  said  to  the  king,  "Behold 
the  head  of  Ish-bosheth  the  son  of  Saul  thine  enemy,  which 
sought  thy  life;  and  the  Lord  hath  avenged  my  lord  the  king 
this  day  of  Saul,  and  of  his  seed/' 

And  David  answered  Rechab  and  Baanah  his  brother,  the 
sons  of  Rimmon  the  Beerothite,  and  said  unto  them,  "As  the 
Lord  liveth,  who  hath  redeemed  my  soul  out  of  all  adversity, 
when  one  told  me,  saying,  'Behold,  Saul  is  dead/  thinking  to 
have  brought  good  tidings,  I  took  hold  of  him,  and  slew  him  in 
Ziklag,  who  thought  that  I  would  have  given  him  a  reward  for 
his  tidings:  how  much  more,  when  wicked  men  have  slain  a 
righteous  person  in  his  own  house  upon  his  bed?  shall  I  not 
therefore  now  require  his  blood  of  your  hand,  and  take  you  away 
from  the  earth?" 

And  David  commanded  his  young  men,  and  they  slew  them, 
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and  cut  off  their  hands  and  their  feet,  and  hanged  them  up  over 
the  pool  in  Hebron,  But  they  took  the  head  of  Ish-bosheth,  and 
buried  it  in  the  sepulchre  of  Abner  in  Hebron. 

And  the  Philistines  came  up  yet  again,  and  spread  themselves 
in  the  valley  of  Rephaim.  And  when  David  enquired  of  the 
Lord>  he  said, 

"Thou  shalt  not  go  up;  but  fetch  a  compass  behind  them,  and 
come  upon  them  over  against  the  mulberry  trees.  And  let  it  be, 
when  thou  hearest  the  sound  of  a  going  in  the  tops  of  the  mul- 
berry trees,  that  then  thou  shalt  bestir  thyself:  for  then  shall  the 
Lord  go  out  before  thee,  to  smite  the  host  of  the  Philistines." 

And  David  did  so,  as  the  Lord  had  commanded  him;  and 
smote  the  Philistines  from  Geba  until  thou  come  to  Gazer. 

Again,  David  gathered  together  all  the  chosen  men  of  Israel, 
thirty  thousand.  And  David  arose,  and  went  with  all  the  peo- 
ple that  were  with  him  from  Baale  of  Judahx  to  bring  up  from 
thence  the  ark  of  God,  whose  name  is  called  by  the  name  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts  that  dwelleth  between  the  cherubims.  And  they 
set  the  ark  of  God  upon  a  new  cart,  and  brought  it  out  of  the 
house  of  Abinadab  that  was  in  Gibeah:  and  Uzzah  and  Ahio,  the 
sons  of  Abinadab,  drove  the  new  cart.  And  they  brought  it  out 
of  the  house  of  Abinadab  which  was  at  Gibeah,  accompanying 
the  ark  of  God:  and  Ahio  went  before  the  ark.  And  David  and 
all  the  house  of  Israel  played  before  the  Lord  on  all  manner  of 
instruments  made  of  fir  wood,  even  on  harps,  and  on  psalteries, 
and  on  timbrels,  and  on  cornets,  and  on  cymbals.  And  David 
danced  before  the  Lord  with  all  his  might;  and  David  was  girded 
with  a  linen  ephod.  So  David  and  all  the  house  of  Israel  brought 
up  the  ark  of  the  Lord  with  shouting,  aipid  with  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet.  And  as  the  ark  of  the  Lord  came  into  the  city  of  David^ 
Michal  Saul's  daughter  looked  through  a  window,  and  saw  King 
David  leaping  and  dancing  before  the  Lord;  and  she  despised 
him  in  her  heart. 

And  they  brought  in  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  set  it  m  his 
place,  in  the  midst  of  the  tabernacle  that  David  had  pitched  for 
it:  and  David  offered  burnt  offerings  and  peace  offerings  before 
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the  Lord.  And  as  soon  as  David  had  made  an  end  of  offering 
burnt  offerings  and  peace  offerings,  he  blessed  the  people  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts.  And  he  dealt  among  all  the  people, 
even  among  the  whole  multitude  of  Israel,  as  well  to  the  women 
as  men,  to  every  one  a  cake  of  bread,  and  a  good  piece  of  flesh, 
and  a  flagon  of  wine.  So  all  the  people  departed  every  one  to  his 
house. 

Then  David  returned  to  bless  his  household.  And  Michal  the 
daughter  of  Saul  came  out  to  meet  David,  and  said,  "How  glori- 
ous was  the  king  of  Israel  to-day,  who  uncovered  himself  to-day 
in  the  eyes  of  the  handmaids  of  his  servants,  as  one  of  the  vain 
fellows  shamelessly  uncovereth  himself! " 

And  David  said  unto  Michal,  "It  was  before  the  Lord,  which 
chose  me  before  thy  father,  and  before  all  his  house,  to  appoint 
me  ruler  over  the  people  of  the  Lord,  over  Israel:  therefore  will 
I  play  before  the  Lord.  And  I  will  yet  be  more  vile  than  thus, 
and  will  be  base  in  mine  own  sight:  and  of  the  maidservants 
which  thou  hast  spoken  of,  of  them  shall  I  be  had  in  honour." 

Therefore  Michal  the  daughter  of  Saul  had  no  child  unto  the 
day  of  her  death. 

And  David  said,  "Is  there  yet  any  that  is  left  of  the  house  of 
Saul,  that  I  may  show  him  kindness  for  Jonathan's  sake?" 

And  there  was  of  the  house  of  Saul  a  servant  whose  name  was 
Ziba.  And  when  they  had  called  him  unto  David,  the  king  said 
unto  him,  "Art  thou  Ziba?"  And  he  said,  "Thy  servant  is  he/' 
And  the  king  said,  "Is  there  not  yet  any  of  the  house  of  Saul, 
that  I  may  show  the  kindness  of  God  unto  him?"  And  Ziba  said 
unto  the  king,  "Jonathan  hath  yet  a  son,  which  is  lame  on  his 
feet/'  And  the  king  said  unto  him,  "Where  is  he?"  And  Ziba 
said  unto  the  king,  "Behold,  he  is  in  the  house  of  Machir,  the  son 
of  Ammiel,  in  Lo-debar." 

Then  King  David  sent,  and  fetched  him  out  of  the  house  of 
Machir,  the  son  of  Ammiel,  from  Lo-debar.  Now  when  Mephi- 
bosheth,  the  son  of  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul,  was  come  unto 
David,  he  fell  on  his  face,  and  did  reverence.  And  David  said, 
"Mephibosheth."  And  he  answered,  "Behold  thy  servant!" 
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And  David  said  unto  him,  "Fear  not:  for  I  will  surely  show 
thee  kindness  for  Jonathan  thy  father's  sake,  and  will  restore  thee 
all  the  land  of  Saul  thy  father;  and  thou  shalt  eat  bread  at  my 
table  continually." 

And  he  bowed  himself,  and  said,  "What  is  thy  servant,  that 
thou  shouldest  look  upon  such  a  dead  dog  as  I  am?" 

Then  the  king  called  to  Ziba,  Saul's  servant,  and  said  unto 
him,  "I  have  given  unto  thy  master's  son  all  that  pertained  to 
Saul  and  to  all  his  house.  Thou  therefore,  and  thy  sons,  and  thy 
servants,  shall  till  the  land  for  him,  and  thou  shalt  bring  in  the 
fruits,  that  thy  master's  son  may  have  food  to  eat:  but  Mephi- 
bosheth  thy  master's  son  shall  eat  bread  always  at  my  table." 
Now  Ziba  had  fifteen  sons  and  twenty  servants. 

Then  said  Ziba  unto  the  king,  "According  to  all  that  my  lord 
the  king  hath  commanded  his  servant,  so  shall  thy  servant  do." 

"As  for  Mephibosheth,"  said  the  king,  "he  shall  eat  at  my 
table,  as  one  of  the  king's  sons." 

And  Mephibosheth  had  a  young  son,  whose  name  was  Micha. 
And  all  that  dwelt  in  the  house  of  Ziba  were  servants  unto 
Mephibosheth.  So  Mephibosheth  dwelt  in  Jerusalem:  for  he  did 
eat  continually  at  the  king's  table;  and  was  lame  on  both  his 
feet. 

David  and  Bath-sKdta 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  an  eveningtide  that  David  arose  from 
off  his  bed,  and  walked  upon  the  roof  of  the  king's  house:  and 
from  the  roof  he  saw  a  woman  washing  herself;  and  the  woman 
was  very  beautiful  to  look  upon.  And  David  sent  and  enquired 
after  the  woman.  And  one  said,  "Is  not  this  Bath-sheba,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Eliam,  the  wife  of  Uriah  the  Hittite?" 

And  David  sent  messengers,  and  took  her;  and  she  came  in 
unto  him,  and  he  lay  with  her;  for  she  was  purified  from  her  un- 
cleanness:  and  she  returned  unto  her  house.  And  the  woman  con- 
ceived, and  sent  and  told  David,  and  said,  "I  am  with  child." 

And  David  sent  to  Joab,  saying,  "Send  me  Uriah  the  Hittite." 
And  Joab  sent  Uriah  to  David. 
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And  when  Uriah  was  come  unto  him,  David  demanded  of 
him  how  Joab  did,  and  how  the  people  did,  and  how  the  war 
prospered.  And  David  said  to  Uriah,  "Go  down  to  thy  house, 
and  wash  thy  feet/'  And  Uriah  departed  out  of  the  king's  house, 
and  there  followed  him  a  mess  of  meat  from  the  king.  But  Uriah 
slept  at  the  door  of  the  king's  house  with  all  the  servants  of  his 
lord,  and  went  not  down  to  his  house. 

And  when  they  had  told  David,  saying,  "Uriah  went  not  down 
unto  his  house/'  David  said  unto  Uriah,  "Camest  thou  not  from 
thy  journey?  why  then  didst  thou  not  go  down  unto  thine  house?" 

And  Uriah  said  unto  David,  "The  ark,  and  Israel,  and  Judah, 
abide  in  tents;  and  my  lord  Joab,  and  the  servants  of  my  lord, 
are  encamped  in  the  open  fields;  shall  I  then  go  into  mine  house, 
to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  to  lie  with  my  wife?  as  thou  livest,  and 
as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  do  this  thing/' 

And  David  said  to  Uriah,  "Tarry  here  to-day  also,  and  to- 
morrow I  will  let  thee  depart." 

So  Uriah  abode  in  Jerusalem  that  day,  and  the  morrow.  And 
when  David  had  called  him,  he  did  eat  and  drink  before  him; 
and  he  made  him  drunk:  and  at  even  he  went  out  to  lie  on  his 
bed  with  the  servants  of  his  lord,  but  went  not  down  to  his 
house. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning  that  David  wrote  a  letter 
to  Joab,  and  sent  it  by  the  hand  of  Uriah.  And  he  wrote  in  the 
letter,  saying,  "Set  ye  Uriah  in  the  forefront  of  the  hottest  bat- 
tle, and  retire  ye  from  him,  that  he  may  be  smitten,  and  die/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joab  observed  the  city,  that  he  as- 
signed Uriah  unto  a  place  where  he  knew  that  valiant  men  were. 
And  the  men  of  the  city  went  out,  and  fought  with  Joab:  and 
there  fell  some  of  the  people  of  the  servants  of  David;  and  Uriah 
the  Hittite  died  also. 

Then  Joab  sent  and  told  David  all  the  things  concerning  the 

'  war;  and  charged  the  messenger,  saying,  "When  thou  hast  made 

an  end  of  telling  the  matters  of  the  war  unto  the  king,  and  if  so 

be  that  the  king's  wrath  arise,  and  he  say  unto  thee,  'Wherefore 
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approached  ye  so  nigh  unto  the  city  when  ye  did  fight?  knew  ye 
not  that  they  would  shoot  from  the  wall?  Who  smote  Abime- 
lech  the  son  of  Jerubbesheth?  did  not  a  woman  cast  a  piece  of  a 
millstone  upon  him  from  the  wall,  that  he  died  in  Thebez?  why 
went  ye  nigh  the  wall?'  then  say  thou,  'Thy  servant  Uriah  the 
Hittite  is  dead  also/" 

So  the  messenger  went,  and  came  and  showed  David  all  that 
Joab  had  sent  him  for.  And  the  messenger  said  unto  David, 
"Surely  the  men  prevailed  against  us,  and  came  out  unto  us  into 
the  field,  and  we  were  upon  them  even  unto  the  entering  of  the 
gate.  And  the  shooters  shot  from  off  the  wall  upon  thy  servants; 
and  some  of  the  king's  servants  be  dead,  and  thy  servant  Uriah 
the  Hittite  is  dead  also." 

Then  David  said  unto  the  messenger,  "Thus  shalt  thou  say 
unto  Joab,  'Let  not  this  thing  displease  thee,  for  the  sword  de- 
voured one  as  well  as  another;  make  thy  battle  more  strong 
against  the  city,  and  overthrow  it':  and  encourage  thou  him." 

And  when  the  wife  of  Uriah  heard  that  Uriah  her  husband 
was  dead,  she  mourned  for  her  husband.  And  when  the  mourn- 
ing was  past,  David  sent  and  fetched  her  to  his  house,  and  she 
became  his  wife,  and  bore  him  a  son.  But  the  thing  that  David 
had  done  displeased  the  Lord.  And  the  Lord  sent  Nathan  unto 
David.  And  he  came  unto  him,  and  said  unto  him, 

"There  were  two  men  in  one  city;  the  one  rich,  and  the  other 
poor.  The  rich  man  had  exceeding  many  flocks  and  herds:  but 
the  poor  man  had  nothing,  save  one  little  ewe  lamb,  which  he 
had  bought  and  nourished  up:  and  it  grew  up  together  with 
him,  and  with  his  children;  it  did  eat  of  his  own  meat,  and 
drank  of  his  own  cup,  and  lay  in  his  bosom,  and  was  unto  him 
as  a  daughter. 

"And  there  came  a  traveller  unto  the  rich  man,  and  he  spared 
to  take  of  his  own  flock  and  of  his  own  herd,  to  dress  for  the 
wayfaring  man  that  was  come  unto  him;  but  took  the  poor  man's 
lamb,  and  dressed  it  for  the  man  that  was  come  to  him." 

And  David's  anger  was  greatly  kindled  against  the  man;  and 
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he  said  to  Nathan,  "As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  man  that  hath  done 
this  thing  shall  surely  die:  and  he  shall  restore  the  lamb  four- 
fold, because  he  did  this  thing,  and  because  he  had  no  pity." 

And  Nathan  said  to  David,  "Thou  art  the  man.  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  T  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel,  and  I 
delivered  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  Saul;  and  I  gave  thee  thy  mas- 
ter's house,  and  thy  master's  wives  into  thy  bosom,  and  gave 
thee  the  house  of  Israel  and  of  Judah;  and  if  that  had  been  too 
little,  I  would  moreover  have  given  unto  thee  such  and  such 
things.  Wherefore  hast  thou  despised  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord,  to  do  evil  in  his  sight?  thou  hast  killed  Uriah  the  Hittite 
with  the  sword,  and  hast  taken  his  wife  to  be  thy  wife,  and  hast 
slain  him  with  the  sword  of  the  children  of  Ammon.  Now  there- 
fore the  sword  shall  never  depart  from  thine  house;  because  thou 
hast  despised  me,  and  hast  taken  the  wife  of  Uriah  the  Hittite 
to  be  thy  wife/  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  'Behold,  I  will  raise  up 
evil  against  thee  out  of  thine  own  house,  and  I  will  take  thy 
wives  before  thine  eyes,  and  give  them  unto  thy  neighbour,  and 
he  shall  lie  with  thy  wives  in  the  sight  of  this  sun.  For  thou 
didst  it  secretly:  but  I  will  do  this  thing  before  all  Israel,  and 
before  the  sun/3> 

And  D  avid  said  unto  Nathan,  "I  have  sinned  against  the  Lord. " 

And  Nathan  said  unto  David,  "The  Lord  also  hath  put  away 
thy  sin;  thou  shalt  not  die.  Howbeit,  because  by  this  deed  thou 
hast  given  great  occasion  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  to  bias" 
pheme,  the  child  also  that  is  born  unto  thee  shall  surely  die/' 

And  Nathan  departed  unto  his  house.  And  the  Lord  struck 
the  child  that  Uriah's  wife  bore  unto  David,  and  it  was  very 
sick  David  therefore  besought  God  for  the  child;  and  David 
fasted,  and  went  in,  and  lay  all  night  upon  the  earth.  And  the 
elders  of  his  house  arose,  and  went  to  him,  to  raise  him  up  from 
the  earth:  but  he  would  not,  neither  did  he  eat  bread  with  them. 
And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  seventh  day  that  the  child  died.  And 
the  servants  of  David  feared  to  tell  him  that  the  child  was  dead: 
for  they  said,  "Behold,  while  the  child  was  yet  alive,  we  spoke 
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unto  kirn,  and  lie  would  not  hearken  unto  our  voice:  how  will 
he  then  vex  himself,  if  we  tell  him  that  the  child  is  dead?" 

But  when  David  saw  that  his  servants  whispered,  David  per- 
ceived that  the  child  was  dead:  therefore  David  said  unto  his 
servants,  "Is  the  child  dead?"  And  they  said,  "He  is  dead." 

Then  David  arose  from  the  earth,  and  washed,  and  anointed 
himself,  and  changed  his  apparel,  and  came  into  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  worshipped:  then  he  came  to  his  own  house;  and  when 
he  required,  they  set  bread  before  him,  and  he  did  eat.  Then 
said  his  servants  unto  him,  "What  thing  is  this  that  thou  hast 
done?  thou  didst  fast  and  weep  for  the  child,  while  it  was  alive; 
but  when  the  child  was  dead,  thou  didst  rise  and  eat  bread." 

And  he  said,  "While  the  child  was  yet  alive,  I  fasted  and 
wept:  for  I  said,  'Who  can  tell  whether  God  will  be  gracious  to 
me,  that  the  child  may  live?'  But  now  he  is  dead,  wherefore 
should  I  fast?  can  I  bring  him  back  again?  I  shall  go  to  him,  but 
he  shall  not  return  to  me." 

And  David  comforted  Battrsheba  his  wife,  and  went  in  unto 
her,  and  lay  with  her:  and  she  bore  a  son,  and  he  called  his  name 
Solomon:  and  the  Lord  loved  him.  And  he  sent  by  the  hand  of 
Nathan  the  prophet;  and  he  called  his  name  Jedidiah,  because  of 
the  Lord 


Rebellion  of  Absalom 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  that  Absalom  the  son  of  David 
had  a  fair  sister,  whose  name  was  Tamar;  and  Amnon  the  son  of 
David  loved  her.  And  Amnon  was  so  vexed,  that  he  fell  sick  for 
his  sister  Tamar;  for  she  was  a  virgin  and  Amnon  thought  it  hard 
for  him  to  do  any  thing  to  her. 

But  Amnon  had  a  friend,  whose  name  was  Jonadab,  the  son  of 
Shimeah  David's  brother:  and  Jonadab  was  a  very  subtile  man. 
And  he  said  unto  him,  "Why  art  thou,  being  a  king's  son,  lean 
from  day  to  day?  wilt  thou  not  tell  me?'* 

And  Amnon  said  unto  him,  "I  love  Tainar,  my  brother  Ab- 
salom's sister/' 
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And  Jonadab  said  unto  him,  "Lay  thee  down  on  thy  bed,  and 
make  thyself  sick:  and  when  thy  father  cometh  to  see  thee,  say 
unto  him,  1  pray  thee,  let  my  sister  Tamar  come,  and  give  me 
meat,  and  dress  the  meat  in  my  sight,  that  I  may  see  it,  and  eat  it 
at  her  hand. 

So  Amnon  lay  down,  and  made  himself  sick:  and  when  the 
king  was  come  to  see  him,  Amnon  said  unto  the  king,  "I  pray 
thee,  let  Tamar  my  sister  come,  and  make  me  a  couple  of  cakes 
in  my  sight,  that  I  may  eat  at  her  hand."  - 

Then  David  sent  home  to  Tamar,  saying,  "Go  now  to  thy 
brother  Amnon 's  house,  and  dress  him  meat." 

So  Tamar  went  to  her  brother  Amnon's  house;  and  he  was 
laid  down.  And  she  took  flour,  and  kneaded  it,  and  made  cakes 
in  his  sight,  and  did  bake  the  cakes.  And  she  took  a  pan,  and 
poured  them  out  before  him;  but  he  refused  to  eat.  And  Amnon 
said,  "Have  out  all  men  from  me/'  And  they  went  out  every 
man  from  him. 

And  Amnon  said  unto  Tamar,  "Bring  the  meat  into  the  cham- 
ber, that  I  may  eat  of  thine  hand."  And  Tamar  took  the  cakes 
which  she  had  made,  and  brought  them  into  the  chamber  to 
Amnon  her  brother.  And  when  she  had  brought  them  unto  him  to 
eat,  he  took  hold  of  her,  and  said  unto  her,  "Come  lie  with  me, 
my  sister." 

And  she  answered  him,  "Nay,  my  brother,  do  not  force  me; 
for  no  such  thing  ought  to  be  done  in  Israel:  do  not  thou  this 
folly.  And  I,  whither  shall  I  cause  my  shame  to  go?  and  as  for 
thee,  thou  shalt  be  as  one  of  the  fools  in  Israel.  Now  therefore,  I 
pray  thee,  speak  unto  the  king;  for  he  will  not  withhold  me  from 
thee,"  Howbeit  he  would  not  hearken  unto  her  voice:  but,  being 
stronger  than  she,  forced  her,  and  lay  with  her. 

Then  Amnon  hated  her  exceedingly;  so  that  the  hatred  where- 
with he  hated  her  was  greater  than  the  love  wherewith  he  had 
loved  her.  And  Amnon  said  unto  her,  "Arise,  be  gone." 

And  she  said  unto  him,  "There  is  no  cause:  this  evil  in  send- 
ing me  away  is  greater  than  the  other  that  thou  didst  unto  me." 
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But  he  would  not  hearken  unto  her.  Then  he  called  his  serv- 
ant that  ministered  unto  him,  and  said,  "Put  now  this  woman 
out  from  me,  and  bolt  the  door  after  her."  And  she  had  a  gar- 
ment of  divers  colours  upon  her:  for  with  such  robes  were  the 
king's  daughters  that  were  virgins  apparelled.  Then  his  servant 
brought  her  out,  and  bolted  the  door  after  her. 

And  Tamar  put  ashes  on  her  head,  and  rent  her  garment  of 
divers  colours  that  was  on  her,  and  laid  her  hand  on  her  head, 
and  went  on  crying.  And  Absalom  her  brother  said  unto  her, 
"Hath  Amnon  thy  brother  been  with  thee?  but  hold  now  thy 
peace,  my  sister:  he  is  thy  brother;  regard  not  this  thing."  So 
Tamar  remained  desolate  in  her  brother  Absalom's  house, 

But  when  King  David  heard  of  all  these  things,  he  was  very 
wroth.  And  Absalom  spoke  unto  his  brother  Amnon  neither 
good  nor  bad:  for  Absalom  hated  Amnon,  because  he  had  forced 
his  sister  Tamar. 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  two  full  years  that  Absalom  had 
sheep  shearers  in  Baal-hazor,  which  is  beside  Ephraim:  and  Ab- 
salom invited  all  the  king's  sons.  And  Absalom  came  to  the  king, 
and  said,  "Behold  now,  thy  servant  hath  sheepshearers;  let  the 
king,  I  beseech  thee,  and  his  servants  go  with  thy  servant." 

And  the  king  said  to  Absalom,  "Nay,  my  son,  let  us  not  all 
now  go,  lest  we  be  chargeable  unto  thee."  And  he  pressed  him: 
howbeit  he  would  not  go,  but  blessed  him. 

Then  said  Absalom,  "If  not,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  brother  Am- 
non go  with  us. " 

And  the  king  said  unto  him,  "Why  should  he  go  with  thee?" 

But  Absalom  pressed  him,  that  he  let  Amnon  and  all  the  king '  s 
sons  go  with  him. 

Now  Absalom  had  commanded  his  servants,  saying,  "Mark 
ye  now  when  Amnon' s  heart  is  merry  with  wine,  and  when  I 
say  unto  you,  'Smite  Amnon';  then  kill  him,  fear  not:  have  not  I 
commanded  you?  Be  courageous,  and  be  valiant." 

And  the  servants  of  Absalom  did  unto  Amnon  as  Absalom 
had  commanded.  Then  all  the  king's  sons  arose,  and  every  man 
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got  him  up  upon  his  mule,  and  fled.  And  it  came  to  pass,  while 
they  were  in  the  way,  that  tidings  came  to  David,  saying,  "Ab- 
salom hath  slain  all  the  king's  sons,  and  there  is  not  one  of  them 
left." 

Then  the  king  arose,  and  tore  his  garments,  and  lay  on  the 
earth;  and  all  his  servants  stood  by  with  their  clothes  rent.  And 
Jonadab,  the  son  of  Shimeah  David's  brother,  answered  and  said, 
"Let  not  my  lord  suppose  that  they  have  slain  all  the  young 
men  the  king's  sons;  for  Amnon  only  is  dead:  for  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Absalom  this  hath  been  determined  from  the  day  that 
he  forced  his  sister  Tamar.  Now  therefore  let  not  my  lord  the 
king  take  the  thing  to  his  heart,  to  think  that  all  the  king's 
sons  are  dead;  for  Amnon  only  is  dead." 

But  Absalom  fled,  and  went  to  Geshur,  and  was  there  three 
years.  And  the  soul  of  King  David  longed  to  go  forth  unto  Ab- 
salom: for  he  was  comforted  concerning  Amnon,  seeing  he  was 
dead. 

Nowjoab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  perceived  that  the  king's  heart 
was  toward  Absalom.  And  Joab  sent  to  Tekoah,  and  fetched 
thence  a  wise  woman,  and  said  unto  her,  "I  pray  thee,  feign  thy- 
self to  be  a  mourner,  and  put  on  now  mourning  apparel,  and 
anoint  not  thyself  with  oil,  but  be  as  a  woman  that  had  a  long 
time  mourned  for  the  dead:  and  come  to  the  king,  and  speak  on 
this  manner  unto  him."  So  Joab  put  the  words  in  her  mouth. 

And  when  the  woman  of  Tekoah  spoke  to  the  king,  she  fell  on 
her  face  to  the  ground,  and  did  obeisance,  and  said,  "Help,  O 
king.'1 

And  the  king  said  unto  her,  "What  aileth  thee?" 

And  she  answered,  "I  am  indeed  a  widow  woman,  and  mine 
husband  is  dead.  And  thy  handmaid  had  two  sons,  and  they  two 
strove  together  in  the  field,  and  there  was  none  to  part  them, 
but  the  one  smote  the  other,  and  slew  him.  And,  behold,  the 
whole  family  is  risen  against  thine  handmaid,  and  they  said, 
'Deliver  him  that  smote  his  brother,  that  we  may  kill  him,  for 
the  life  of  his  brother  whom  he  slew;  and  we  will  destroy  the 
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heir  also':  and  so  they  shall  quench  my  coal  which  is  left,  and 
shall  not  leave  to  my  husband  neither  name  nor  remainder  upon 
the  earth/' 

And  the  king  said  unto  the  woman,  "Go  to  thine  house,  and  I 
will  give  charge  concerning  thee." 

And  the  woman  of  Tekoah  said  unto  the  king,  "My  lord,  O 
king,  the  iniquity  be  on  me,  and  on  my  father's  house:  and  the 
king  and  his  throne  be  guiltless."  And  the  king  said,  "Whoso- 
ever saith  ought  unto  thee,  bring  him  to  me,  and  he  shall  not 
touch  thee  any  more."  Then  the  woman  said,  "Let  thine  hand- 
maid, I  pray  thee,  speak  one  word  unto  my  lord  the  king." 

And  he  said,  "Say  on." 

And  the  woman  said,  "Wherefore  then  hast  thou  thought 
such  a  thing  against  the  people  of  God?  for  the  king  doth  speak 
this  thing  as  one  which  is  faulty,  in  that  the  king  doth  not  fetch 
home  again  his  banished.  For  we  must  needs  die,  and  are  as 
water  spilt  on  the  ground,  which  cannot  be  gathered  up  again; 
neither  doth  God  respect  any  person:  yet  doth  he  devise  means, 
that  his  banished  be  not  expelled  from  him.  Now  therefore  that 
I  am  come  to  speak  of  this  thing  unto  my  lord  the  king,  it  is  be- 
cause the  people  have  made  me  afraid:  and  thy  handmaid  said, 
'I  will  now  speak  unto  the  king;  it  may  be  that  the  king  will 
perform  the  request  of  his  handmaid.  For  the  king  will  hear,  to 
deliver  his  handmaid  out  of  the  hand  of  the  man  that  would  de- 
stroy me  and  my  son  together  out  of  the  inheritance  of  God.' 
Then  thine  handmaid  said,  'The  word  of  my  lord  the  king  shall 
now  be  comfortable':  for  as  an  angel  of  God,  so  is  my  lord  the 
king  to  discern  good  and  bad:  therefore  the  Lord  thy  God  will 
be  with  thee." 

Then  the  king  answered  and  said  unto  the  woman,  "Hide  not 
from  me,  I  pray  thee,  the  thing  that  I  shall  ask  thee." 

And  the  woman  said,  "Let  my  lord  the  king  now  speak." 

And  the  king  said,  "Is  not  the  hand  of  Joab  with  thee  in  all 
this?"  And  the  woman  answered  and  said,  "As  thy  soul  liveth,  my 
lord  the  king,  none  can  turn  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left  from 
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ought  that  my  lord  the  king  hath  spoken:  for  thy  servant  Joab, 
he  bade  me,  and  he  put  all  these  words  in  the  mouth  of  thine 
handmaid.  To  fetch  about  this  form  of  speech  hath  thy  servant 
Joab  done  this  thing:  and  my  lord  is  wise,  according  to  the  wis- 
dom of  an  angel  of  God,  to  know  all  things  that  are  in  the  earth. " 

And  the  king  said  unto  Joab,  "Behold  now,  I  have  done  this 
thing:  go  therefore,  bring  the  young  man  Absalom  again." 

And  Joab  fell  to  the  ground  on  his  face,  and  bowed  himself, 
and  thanked  the  king:  and  Joab  said,  'To-day  thy  servant  know- 
eth  that  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  my  lord,  O  king,  in  that 
the  king  hath  fulfilled  the  request  of  his  servant/' 

So  Joab  arose  and  went  to  Geshur,  and  brought  Absalom  to 
Jerusalem.  And  the  king  said,  "Let  him  turn  to  his  own  house, 
and  let  him  not  see  my  face."  So  Absalom  returned  to  his  own 
house,  and  saw  not  the  king's  face. 

But  in  all  Israel  there  was  none  to  be  so  much  praised  as  Ab- 
salom for  his  beauty:  from  the  sole  of  his  foot  even  to  the  crown 
of  his  head  there  was  no  blemish  in  him.  And  when  he  polled  his 
head  (for  it  was  at  every  year's  end  that  he  polled  it:  because 
the  hair  was  heavy  on  him,  therefore  he  polled  it) ,  he  weighed 
the  hair  of  his  head  at  two  hundred  shekels  after  the  king's 
weight.  And  unto  Absalom  there  were  born  three  sons,  and  one 
daughter,  whose  name  was  Tamar;  she  was  a  woman  of  a  fair 
countenance. 

So  Absalom  dwelt  two  full  years  in  Jerusalem,  and  saw  not 
the  king's  face.  Therefore  Absalom  sent  for  Joab,  to  have  sent 
him  to  the  king;  but  he  would  not  come  to  him:  and  when  he 
sent  again  the  second  time,  he  would  not  come.  Therefore  he 
said  unto  his  servants,  "See,  Joab's  field  is  near  mine,  and  he 
hath  barley  there;  go  and  set  it  on  fire."  And  Absalom's  serv- 
ants set  the  field  on  fire. 

Then  Joab  arose,  and  came  to  Absalom  unto  his  house,  and 
said  unto  him,  "Wherefore  have  thy  servants  set  my  field  on  fire?" 

And  Absalom  answered  Joab,  "Behold,  I  sent  unto  thee,  say- 
ing, 'Come  hither,  that  I  may  send  thee  to  the  king,  to  say, 
"Wherefore  am  I  come  from  Geshur?  it  had  been  good  for  me  to 
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have  been  there  still":  now  therefore  let  me  see  the  king's  face; 
and  if  there  be  any  iniquity  in  me,  let  him  kill  me. '" 

So  Joab  came  to  the  king,  and  told  him:  and  when  he  had 
called  for  Absalom,  he  came  to  the  king,  and  bowed  himself  on 
his  face  to  the  ground  before  the  king:  and  the  king  kissed  Ab- 
salom. 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  this  that  Absalom  prepared  him 
chariots  and  horses,  and  fifty  men  to  run  before  him.  And  Ab- 
salom rose  up  early,  and  stood  beside  the  way  of  the  gate:  and 
it  was  so,  that  when  any  man  that  had  a  controversy  came  to  the 
king  for  judgment,  then  Absalom  called  unto  him,  and  said,  "Of 
what  city  art  thou?" 

And  he  said,  "Thy  servant  is  of  one  of  the  tribes  of  Israel/' 

And  Absalom  said  unto  him,  "See,  thy  matters  are  good  and 
right;  but  there  is  no  man  deputed  of  the  king  to  hear  thee." 
Absalom  said  moreover,  "Oh  that  I  were  made  judge  in  the  land, 
that  every  man  which  hath  any  suit  or  cause  might  come  unto 
me,  and  I  would  do  him  justice ! " 

And  it  was  so,  that  when  any  man  came  nigh  to  him  to  do 
him  obeisance,  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  took  him,  and  kissed 
him.  And  on  this  manner  did  Absalom  to  all  Israel  that  came  to 
the  king  for  judgment:  so  Absalom  stole  the  hearts  of  the  men  of 
Israel. 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  forty  years  that  Absalom  said  unto 
the  king,  "I  pray  thee,  let  me  go  and  pay  my  vow,  which  I  have 
vowed  unto  the  Lord,  in  Hebron.  For  thy  servant  vowed  a  vow 
while  I  abode  at  Geshur  in  Syria,  saying,  If  the  Lord  shall  bring 
me  again  indeed  to  Jerusalem,  then  I  will  serve  the  Lord/" 

And  the  king  said  unto  him,  "Go  in  peace/'  So  he  arose,  and 
went  to  Hebron. 

But  Absalom  sent  spies  throughout  all  the  tribes  of  Israel, 
saying,  "As  soon  as  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  then  ye 
shall  say,  'Absalom  reigneth  in  Hebron/" 

And  with  Absalom  went  two  hundred  men  out  of  Jerusalem, 
that  were  called;  and  they  went  in  their  simplicity,  and  they 
knew  not  any  thing.  And  Absalom  sent  for  Ahithophel  the  Gil" 
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onite,  David's  counsellor,  from  his  city,  even  from  Giloh,  while 
lie  offered  sacrifices.  And  the  conspiracy  was  strong;  for  the  peo- 
ple increased  continually  with  Absalom. 

And  there  came  a  messenger  to  David,  saying,  "The  hearts  of 
the  men  of  Israel  are  after  Absalom." 

And  David  said  unto  all  his  servants  that  were  with  him  at 
Jerusalem,  " Arise,  and  let  us  flee;  for  we  shall  not  else  escape 
from  Absalom:  make  speed  to  depart,  lest  he  overtake  us  sud- 
denly, and  bring  evil  upon  us,  and  smite  the  city  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword." 

And  the  king's  servants  said  unto  the  king,  "Behold,  thy  serv- 
ants are  ready  to  do  whatsoever  my  lord  the  king  shall  appoint." 

And  the  king  went  forth,  and  all  his  household  after  him. 
And  the  king  left  ten  women,  which  were  concubines,  to  keep 
the  house.  And  the  king  went  forth,  and  all  the  people  after  him, 
and  tarried  in  a  place  that  was  far  off.  And  all  his  servants  passed 
on  beside  him;  and  all  the  Cherethites,  and  all  the  Pelethites, 
and  all  the  Gittites,  six  hundred  men  which  came  after  him 
from  Gath,  passed  on  before  the  king. 

Then  said  the  king  to  Itt&i  the  Gittite,  "Wherefore  goest 
thou  also  with  us?  return  to  thy  place,  and  abide  with  the  king; 
for  thou  art  a  stranger,  and  also  an  exile.  Whereas  thou  earnest 
but  yesterday,  should  I  this  day  make  thee  go  up  and  down  with 
us?  seeing  I  go  whither  I  may,  return  thou,  and  take  back  thy 
brethren:  mercy  and  truth  be  with  thee." 

And  Ittai  answered  the  king,  and  said,  "As  the  Lord  liveth, 
and  as  my  lord  the  king  liveth,  surely  in  what  place  my  lord  the 
king  shall  be,  whether  in  death  or  life,  even  there  also  will  thy 
servant  be." 

And  David  said  to  Ittai,  "Go  and  pass  over."  And  Ittai  the 
Gittite  passed  over,  and  all  his  men,  and  all  the  little  ones  that 
were  with  him.  And  all  the  country  wept  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
all  the  people  passed  over:  the  king  also  himself  passed  over 
the  brook  Kidron,  and  all  the  people  passed  over,  toward  the 
way  of  the  wilderness. 

And  one  told  David,  saying,  "Ahithophel  is  among  the  con- 
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spirators  with  Absalom/  And  David  said,  "O  Lord,  I  pray  thee, 
turn  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel  into  foolishness." 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  David  was  come  to  the  top 
of  the  mount,  where  he  worshipped  God,  "behold,  Hushai  the 
Archite  came  to  meet  him  with  his  coat  rent,  and  earth  upon 
his  head:  unto  whom  David  said,  "If  thou  passest  on  with  me, 
then  thou  shalt  be  a  burden  unto  me:  but  if  thou  return  to  the 
city,  and  say  unto  Absalom,  'I  will  be  thy  servant,  O  king;  as  I 
have  been  thy  father's  servant  hitherto,  so  will  I  now  also  be 
thy  servant':  then  mayest  thou  for  me  defeat  the  counsel  of  Ahith^ 
opheL  And  hast  thou  not  there  with  thee  Zadok  and  Abiathar 
the  priests?  therefore  it  shall  be,  that  what  thing  soever  thou 
shalt  hear  out  of  the  king's  house,  thou  shalt  tell  it  to  Zadok 
and  Abiathar  the  priests.  Behold,  they  have  there  with  them 
their  two  sons,  Ahimaaz  Zadok's  son,  and  Jonathan  Abiathar 's 
son;  and  by  them  ye  shall  send  unto  me  every  thing  that  ye  can 
hear." 

So  Hushai  David's  friend  came  into  the  city,  and  Absalom 
came  into  Jerusalem. 

And  when  David  was  a  little  past  the  top  of  the  hill,  behold, 
Ziba  the  servant  of  Mephibosheth  met  him,  with  a  couple  of 
asses  saddled,  and  upon  them  two  hundred  loaves  of  bread,  and 
a  hundred  bunches  of  raisins,  and  a  hundred  of  summer  fruits,  and 
a  bottle  of  wine. 

And  the  king  said  unto  Ziba,  "What  meanest  thou  by  these?" 
And  Ziba  said,  "The  asses  be  for  the  king's  household  to  ride  on; 
and  the  bread  and  summer  fruit  for  the  young  men  to  eat;  and 
the  wine,  that  such  as  be  faint  in  the  wilderness  may  drink." 

And  the  king  said,  "And  where  is  thy  master's  son?"  And 
Ziba  said  unto  the  king,  "Behold,  he  abideth  at  Jerusalem:  for  he 
said,  To-day  shall  the  house  of  Israel  restore  me  the  kingdom  of 
my  father.'" 

Then  said  the  king  to  Ziba,  "Behold,  thine  are  all  that  per- 
tained unto  Mephibosheth."  And  Ziba  said,  "I  humbly  beseech 
thee  that  I  may  find  grace  in  thy  sight,  my  lord,  O  king." 

And  when  King  David  came  to  Bahurim,  behold,  thence  came 
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out  a  man  of  the  family  of  the  house  of  Saul,  whose  name  was 
Shixnei,  the  son  of  Gera:  he  came  forth,  and  cursed  still  as  he 
came.  And  he  cast  stones  at  David,  and  at  all  the  servants  of 
King  David:  and  all  the  people  and  all  the  mighty  men  were  on 
his  right  hand  and  on  his  left.  And  thus  said  Shimei  when  he 
cursed,  "Come  out,  come  out,  thou  bloody  man,  and  thou  man 
of  Belial.  The  Lord  hath  returned  upon  thee  all  the  blood  of  the 
house  of  Saul,  m  whose  stead  thou  hast  reigned;  and  the  Lord 
hath  delivered  the  kingdom  into  the  hand  of  Absalom  thy  son: 
and,  behold,  thou  art  taken  in  thy  mischief,  because  thou  art  a 
bloody  man." 

Then  said  Abishai  the  son  of  Zeruiah  unto  the  king,  "Why 
should  this  dead  dog  curse  my  lord  the  king?  let  me  go  over,  I 
pray  thee,  and  take  off  his  head." 

And  the  king  said,  "What  have  I  to  do  with  you,  ye  sons  of 
Zeruiah?  so  let  him  curse,  because  the  Lord  hath  said  unto  him, 
'Curse  David/  Who  shall  then  say,  'Wherefore  hast  thou  done 
so?'"  And  David  said  to  Abishai,  and  to  all  his  servants,  "Be- 
hold, my  son,  which  came  forth  of  my  bowels,  seeketh  my  life: 
how  much  more  now  may  this  Benjamite  do  it?  let  him  alone, 
and  let  him  curse;  for  the  Lord  hath  bidden  him.  It  may  be  that 
the  Lord  will  look  on  mine  affliction,  and  that  the  Lord  will 
requite  me  good  for  his  cursing  this  day." 

And  as  David  and  his  men  went  by  the  way,  Shimei  went 
along  on  the  hill's  side  over  against  him,  and  cy.rsed  as  he  went, 
and  threw  stones  at  him,  and  cast  dust.  And  the  king,  and  all 
the  people  that  were  with  him,  came  weary,  and  refreshed  them- 
selves there. 

And  Absalom,  and  all  the  people  the  men  of  Israel,  came  to 
Jerusalem,  and  Ahithophel  with  him.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Hushai  the  Archite,  David's  friend,  was  come  unto  Absalom, 
that  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom,  "God  save  the  king,  God  save 
the  king."  And  Absalom,  said  to  Hushai,  "Is  this  thy  kindness  to 
thy  friend?  why  wentest  thou  not  with  thy  friend?" 

And  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom,  "Nay;  but  whom  the  Lord, 
and  this  people,  and  all  the  men  of  Israel,  choose,  his  will  I  be, 
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and  with  him  will  I  abide.  And  again,  whom  should  I  serve? 
should  I  not  serve  in  the  presence  of  his  son?  as  I  have  served  in 
thy  father's  presence,  so  will  I  be  in  thy  presence." 

Then  said  Absalom  to  Ahithophel,  "Give  counsel  among  you 
what  we  shall  do," 

And  Ahithophel  said  unto  Absalom,  "Go  in  unto  thy  father's 
concubines,  which  he  hath  left  to  keep  the  house;  and  all  Israel 
shall  hear  that  thou  art  abhorred  of  thy  father:  then  shall  the 
hands  of  all  that  are  with  thee  be  strong." 

So  they  spread  Absalom  a  tent  upon  the  top  of  the  house; 
and  Absalom  went  in  unto  his  father's  concubines  in  the  sight 
of  all  Israel  And  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel,  which  he  counselled 
in  those  days,  was  as  if  a  man  had  enquired  at  the  oracle  of  God: 
so  Ivas  all  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel  both  with  David  and  with 
Absalom.  Moreover  Ahithophel  said  unto  Absalom,  "Let  me 
now  choose  out  twelve  thousand  men,  and  I  will  arise  and  pur- 
sue  after  David  this  night:  and  I  will  come  upon  him  while  he  is 
weary  and  weak  handed,  and  will  make  him  afraid:  and  all  the 
people  that  are  with  him  shall  flee;  and  I  will  smite  the  king 
only:  and  I  will  bring  back  all  the  people  unto  thee:  the  man 
whom  thou  seekest  is  as  if  all  returned:  so  all  the  people  shall  be 
in  peace."  And  the  saying  pleased  Absalom  well,  and  all  the 
elders  of  Israel 

Then  said  Absalom,  "Call  now  Hushai  the  Archite  also,  and 
let  us  hear  likewise  what  he  saith." 

And  when  Hushai  was  come  to  Absalom,  Absalom  spoke  unto 
him,  saying,  "Ahithophel  hath  spoken  after  this  manner:  shall 
we  do  after  his  saying?  if  not;  speak  thou." 

And  Hushai  said  unto  Absalom,  "The  counsel  that  Ahitho- 
phel hath  given  is  not  good  at  this  time.  For,"  said  Hushai, 
"thou  knowest  thy  father  and  his  men,  that  they  be  mighty  men, 
and  they  be  chafed  in  their  minds,  as  a  bear  robbed  of  her  whelps 
in  the  field:  and  thy  father  is  a  man  of  war,  and  will  not  lodge 
with  the  people.  Behold,  he  is  hid  now  in  some  pit,  or  in  some 
other  place:  and  it  will  come  to  pass,  when  some  of  them  be 
overthrown  at  the  first,  that  whosoever  heareth  it  will  say,  There 
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is  a  slaughter  among  the  people  that  follow  Absalom/  And  he 
also  that  is  valiant,  whose  heart  is  as  the  heart  of  a  lion,  shall 
utterly  melt:  for  all  Israel  knoweth  that  thy  father  is  a  mighty 
man,  and  they  which  be  with  him  are  valiant  men.  Therefore  I 
counsel  that  all  Israel  be  generally  gathered  unto  thee,  from  Dan 
even  to  Beer-sheba,  as  the  sand  that  is  by  the  sea  for  multitude; 
and  that  thou  go  to  battle  in  thine  own  person.  So  shall  we  come 
upon  him  in  some  place  where  he  shall  be  found,  and  we  will 
light  upon  him  as  the  dew  falleth  on  the  ground:  and  of  him  and 
of  all  the  men  that  are  with  him  there  shall  not  be  left  so  much 
as  one.  Moreover,  if  he  be  gotten  into  a  city,  then  shall  all  Israel 
bring  ropes  to  that  city,  and  we  will  draw  it  into  the  river, 
until  there  be  not  one  small  stone  found  there." 

And  Absalom  and  all  the  men  of  Israel  said,  "The  counsel  of 
Hushai  the  Archite  is  better  than  the  counsel  of  Ahithophel/' 
For  the  Lord  had  appointed  to  defeat  the  good  counsel  of  Ahitlr 
ophel,  to  the  intent  that  the  Lord  might  bring  evil  upon  Ab- 
salom. 

Then  said  Hushai  unto  Zadok  and  to  Abiathar  the  priests, 
'Thus  and  thus  did  Ahithophel  counsel  Absalom  and  the  elders 
of  Israel;  and  thus  and  thus  have  I  counselled.  Now  therefore 
send  quickly,  and  tell  David,  saying,  'Lodge  not  this  night  in 
the  plains  of  the  wilderness,  but  speedily  pass  over;  lest  the 
king  be  swallowed  up,  and  all  the  people  that  are  with  him/" 

Nowjonathan  and  Ahimaaz  stayed  by  En-rogel;  for  they  might 
not  be  seen  to  come  into  the  city:  and  a  wench  went  and  told 
them;  and  they  went  and  told  King  David.  Nevertheless  a  lad 
saw  them,  and  told  Absalom:  but  they  went  both  of  them  away 
quickly,  and  came  to  a  man's  house  in  Bahurim,  which  had  a  well 
in  his  court;  whither  they  went  down.  And  the  woman  took  and 
spread  a  covering  over  the  well's  mouth,  and  spread  ground 
corn  thereon;  and  the  thing  was  not  known.  And  when  Absa- 
lom's servants  came  to  the  woman  to  the  house,  they  said,  "Where 
is  Ahimaaz  and  Jonathan?"  And  the  woman  said  unto  them,  "They 
be  gone  over  the  brook  of  water/'  And  when  they  had  sought 
and  could  not  find  them,  they  returned  tq Jerusalem. 
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And  it  came  to  pass,  after  tliey  were  departed,  that  they  came 
up  out  of  the  well,  and  went  and  told  King  David,  and  said  unto 
David,  "Arise,  and  pass  quickly  over  the  water:  for  thus  hath 
Ahithophel  counselled  against  you/' 

Then  David  arose,  and  all  the  people  that  were  with  him, 
and  they  passed  over  Jordan:  by  the  morning  light  there  lacked 
not  one  of  them  that  was  not  gone  over  Jordan. 

And  when  Ahithophel  saw  that  his  counsel  was  not  followed, 
he  saddled  his  ass,  and  arose,  and  got  him  home  to  his  house,  to 
his  city,  and  put  his  household  in  order,  and  hanged  himself, 
and  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  sepulchre  of  his  father. 

And  David  numbered  the  people  that  were  with  him,  and 
set  captains  of  thousands  and  captains  of  hundreds  over  them. 
And  David  sent  forth  a  third  part  of  the  people  under  the  hand 
of  Joab,  and  a  third  part  under  the  hand  of  Abishai  the  son  of 
Zeruiah,  Joab's  brother,  and  a  third  part  under  the  hand  of  Ittai 
the  Gittite.  And  the  king  said  unto  the  people,  "I  will  surely  go 
forth  with  you  myself  also." 

But  the  people  answered,  "Thou  shalt  not  go  forth:  for  if  we 
flee  away,  they  will  not  care  for  us;  neither  if  half  of  us  die,  will 
they  care  for  us:  but  now  thou  art  worth  ten  thousand  of  us: 
therefore  now  it  is  better  that  thou  succour  us  out  of  the  city." 

And  the  king  said  unto  them,  "What  seemeth  you  best  I  will 
do."  And  the  king  stood  by  the  gate  side,  and  all  the  people 
came  out  by  hundreds  and  by  thousands. 

And  the  king  commanded  Joab  and  Abishai  and  Ittai,  saying, 
"Deal  gently  for  my  sake  with  the  young  man,  even  with  Ab- 
salom." And  all  the  people  heard  when  the  king  gave  all  the 
captains  charge  concerning  Absalom. 

So  the  people  went  out  into  the  field  against  Israel:  and  the 
battle  was  in  the  wood  of  Ephraim,  where  the  people  of  Israel 
were  slain  before  the  servants  of  David,  and  there  was  there  a 
great  slaughter  that  day  of  twenty  thousand  men.  For  the  battle 
was  there  scattered  over  the  face  of  all  the  country:  and  the 
wood  devoured  more  people  that  day  than  the  sword  devoured. 

And  Absalom  met  the  servants  of  David.  And  Absalom  rode 
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upon  a  mule,  and  the  mule  went  under  the  thick  boughs  of  a 
great  oak,  and  his  head  caught  hold  of  the  oak,  and  he  was  taken 
up  between  the  heaven  and  the  earth;  and  the  mule  that  was 
under  him  went  away.  And  a  certain  man  saw  it,  and  told  Joab, 
and  said,  "Behold,  I  saw  Absalom  hanged  in  an  oak." 

And  Joab  said  unto  the  man  that  told  him,  "And,  behold, 
thou  sawest  him,  and  why  didst  thou  not  smite  him  there  to  the 
ground?  and  I  would  have  given  thee  ten  shekels  of  silver,  and  a 
girdle/' 

And  the  man  said  unto  Joab,  "Though  I  should  receive  a  thou- 
sand shekels  of  silver  in  mine  hand,  yet  would  I  not  put  forth 
mine  hand  against  the  king's  son:  for  in  our  hearing  the  king 
charged  thee  and  Abishai  and  Ittai,  saying,  'Beware  that  none 
touch  theyoungman  Absalom/ Otherwise  Ishouldhave  wrought 
falsehood  against  mine  own  life:  for  there  is  no  matter  hid  from 
the  king,  and  thou  thyself  wouldest  have  set  thyself  against  me. " 

Then  said  Joab,  "I  may  not  tarry  thus  with  thee/' 

And  he  took  three  darts  in  his  hand,  and  thrust  them  through 
the  heart  of  Absalom,  while  he  was  yet  alive  in  the  midst  of  the 
oak.  And  ten  young  men  that  bore  Joab's  armour  compassed 
about  and  smote  Absalom,  and  slew  him.  And  Joab  blew  the 
trumpet,  and  the  people  returned  from  pursuing  after  Israel:  for 
Joab  held  back  the  people.  And  they  took  Absalom,  and  cast 
him  into  a  great  pit  in  the  wood,  and  laid  a  very  great  heap  of 
stones  upon  him:  and  all  Israel  fled  every  one  to  his  tent. 

Then  said  Ahimaaz  the  son  of  Zadok,  "Let  me  now  run,  and 
bear  the  king  tidings,  how  that  the  Lord  hath  avenged  him  of 
his  enemies/'  And  Joab  said  unto  him,  "Thou  shalt  not  bear  tid- 
ings this  day,  but  thou  shalt  bear  tidings  another  day:  but  this 
day  thou  shalt  bear  no  tidings,  because  the  king's  son  is  dead/' 

Then  said  Joab  to  Cushi,  "Go  tell  the  king  what  thou  hast 
seen/'  And  Cushi  bowed  himself  unto  Joab,  and  ran. 

Then  said  Ahimaaz  the  son  of  Zadok  yet  again  to  Joab,  "But 
howsoever,  let  me,  I  pray  thee,  also  run  after  Cushi/'  And  Joab 
said,  "Wherefore  wilt  thou  run,  my  son,  seeing  that  thou  hast 
no  tidings  ready?" 
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"But  howsoever/'  said  he,  "let  me  run. "  And  he  said  unto  him, 
"Run."  Then  Ahimaaz  ran  by  the  way  of  the  plain,  and  overran 
Cushi. 

And  David  sat  between  the  two  gates:  and  the  watchman 
went  up  to  the  roof  over  the  gate  unto  the  wall,  and  lifted  up 
his  eyes,  and  looked,  and  behold  a  man  running  alone.  And  the 
watchman  cried,  and  told  the  king.  And  the  king  said,  "If  he  be 
alone,  there  is  tidings  in  his  mouth."  And  he  came  apace,  and 
drew  near. 

And  the  watchman  saw  another  man  running:  and  the  watch- 
man called  unto  the  porter,  and  said,  "Behold  another  man  run- 
ning alone."  And  the  king  said,  "He  also  bringeth  tidings." 

And  the  watchman  said,  "Me  thinketh  the  running  of  the  fore- 
most is  like  the  running  of  Ahimaaz  the  son  of  Zadok."  And  the 
king  said,  "He  is  a  good  man,  and  cometh  with  good  tidings." 

And  Ahimaaz  called,  and  said  unto  the  king,  "All  is  well." 
And  he  fell  down  to  the  earth  upon  his  face  before  the  king,  and 
said,  "Blessed  be  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  hath  delivered  up 
the  men  that  lifted  up  their  hand  against  my  lord  the  king." 

And  the  king  said,  "Is  the  young  man  Absalom  safe?" 

And  Ahimaaz  answered,  "When  Joab  sent  the  king's  servant, 
and  me  thy  servant,  I  saw  a  great  tumult,  but  I  knew  not  what  it 
was." 

And  the  king  said  unto  him,  "Turn  aside,  and  stand  here." 
And  he  turned  aside,  and  stood  still. 

And,  behold,  Cushi  came;  and  Cushi  said,  "Tidings,  my  lord 
the  king:  for  the  Lord  hath  avenged  thee  this  day  of  all  them 
that  rose  up  against  thee." 

And  the  king  said  unto  Cushi,  "Is  the  young  man  Absalom 
safe?" 

And  Cushi  answered,  "The  enemies  of  my  lord  the  king,  and 
all  that  rise  against  thee  to  do  thee  hurt,  be  as  that  young  man  is. " 

And  the  king  was  much  moved,  and  went  up  to  the  chamber 
over  the  gate,  and  wept:  and  as  he  went,  thus  he  said, 

"O  my  son  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son  Absalom!  would  God  I 
had  died  for  thee,  O  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son!" 


THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF  THE  KINGS 

FROM  THE  TIME  of  King  Solomon  adual  records  were  kept  loth  ly 
the  priests  and  ly  lay  writers.  Shortly  lefore  the  fall  of  Judah,  these 
were  compiled  into  a  consecutive  history  of  the  monarchy,  interpreted 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  prophets.  Convinced  that  righteousness  is 
rewarded  ly  prosperity  and  sin  by  misery,  the  authors  explained  the  polit- 
ical failures  of  the  Jewish  monarchs  ly  their  and  their  people's  apostasy 
from  the  strid  worship  of]ehovah}  and  minimized  the  successes  of  such 
great  apostates  as  Kings  Omri  and  Ahab.  To  the  writers,  the  figures  of 
the  prophets  Elijah  and  Flisha  were  far  more  important  than  those  of  any 
of  the  rulers.  In  the  Books  of  the  Kings  we  are  reading  what  is  pri- 
marily a  religious  philosophy  of  history  rather  than  history  proper,  yet 
as  always  with  the  Jewish  writers  the  ideas  are  conveyed  through  such 
vivid  pidures  of  concrete  personalities  that  the  latter  have  for  us  a  value 
in  themselves  over  and  above  the  principles  they  are  designed  to  illustrate. 
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The  Death  of  David 

Now  KING  DAVID  WAS  OLD  and  stricken  in  years;  and  they 
covered  him  with  clothes,  but  he  got  no  heat.  Wherefore 
his  servants  said  unto  him, 

"Let  there  be  sought  for  my  lord  the  king  a  young  virgin:  and 
let  her  stand  before  the  king,  and  let  her  cherish  him,  and  let 
her  lie  in  thy  bosom,  that  my  lord  the  king  may  get  heat/' 

So  they  sought  for  a  fair  damsel  throughout  all  the  coasts  of 
Israel,  and  found  Abishag  a  Shunammite,  and  brought  her  to  the 
king.  And  the  damsel  was  very  fair,  and  cherished  the  king,  and 
ministered  to  him:  but  the  king  knew  her  not. 

Then  Adonijah  the  son  of  Haggith  exalted  himself,  saying,  "I 
will  be  king":  and  he  prepared  him  chariots  and  horsemen,  and 
fifty  men  to  run  before  him.  And  his  father  had  not  displeased 
him  at  any  time  in  saying,  "Why  hast  thou  done  so?"  and  he  also 
was  a  very  goodly  man;  and  his  mother  bore  him  after  Absalom. 
And  he  conferred  with  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  and  with  Abi- 
athar  the  priest:  and  they  following  Adonijah  helped  him.  But 
Zadok  the  priest,  and  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  and  Nathan, 
the  prophet,  and  Shimei,  and  Rei,  and  the  mighty  men  which 
belonged  to  David,  were  not  with  Adonijah.  Wherefore  Na^ 
than  spoke  unto  Bath-sheba  the  mother  of  Solomon,  saying, 

"Hast  thou  not  heard  that  Adonijah  the  son  of  Haggith  doth 
reign,  and  David  our  lord  knoweth  it  not?  Now  therefore  come, 
let  me,  I  pray  thee,  give  thee  counsel,  that  thou  mayest  save 
thine  own  life,  and  the  life  of  thy  son  Solomon.  Go  and  get  thee 
in  unto  King  David,  and  say  unto  him,  'Didst  not  thou,  my  lord, 
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O  king,  swear  unto  thine  handmaid,  saying,  "Assuredly  Solomon 
thy  son  shall  reign  after  me,  and  he  shall  sit  upon  my  throne"? 
why  then  doth  Adonijah  reign?'  Behold,  while  thou  yet  talkest 
there  with  the  king,  I  also  will  come  in  after  thee,  and  confirm 
thy  words." 

And  Bath-sheba  went  in  unto  the  king  into  the  chamber:  and 
the  king  was  very  old;  and  Abishag  the  Shunaxnmite  ministered 
unto  the  king.  And  Batkrsheba  bowed,  and  did  obeisance  unto 
the  king.  And  the  king  said,  "What  wouldest  thou?" 

And  she  said  unto  him, 

"My  lord,  thou  sworest  by  the  Lord  thy  God  unto  thine  hand- 
maid, saying,  'Assuredly  Solomon  thy  son  shall  reign  after  me, 
and  he  shall  sit  upon  my  throne/  And  now,  behold,  Adonijah 
reigneth;  and  now,  my  lord  the  king,  thou  knowest  it  not.  And 
he  hath  slain  oxen  and  fat  cattle  and  sheep  in  abundance,  and 
hath  called  all  the  sons  of  the  king,  and  Abiathar  the  priest,  and 
Joab  the  captain  of  the  host:  but  Solomon  thy  servant  hath  he 
not  called.  And  thou,  my  lord,  O  king,  the  eyes  of  all  Israel  are 
upon  thee,  that  thou  shouldest  tell  them  who  shall  sit  on  the 
throne  of  my  lord  the  king  after  him.  Otherwise  it  shall  come  to 
pass,  when  my  lord  the  king  shall  sleep  with  his  fathers,  that  I 
and  my  son  Solomon  shall  be  counted  offenders." 

And,  lo,  while  she  yet  talked  with  the  king,  Nathan  the 
prophet  also  came  in.  And  they  told  the  king,  saying, 

"Behold  Nathan  the  prophet ! " 

And  when  he  was  come  in  before  the  king,  he  bowed  himself 
before  the  king  with  his  face  to  the  ground.  And  Nathan  said, 

"My  lord,  O  king,  hast  thou  said,  'Adonijah  shall  reign  after 
me,  and  he  shall  sit  upon  my  throne'?  For  he  is  gone  down  this 
day,  and  hath  slain  oxen  and  fat  cattle  and  sheep  in  abundance, 
and  hath  called  all  the  king's  sons,  and  the  captains  of  the  host, 
and  Abiathar  the  priest;  and,  behold,  they  eat  and  drink  before 
him.,  and  say,  'God  save  King  Adonijah/  But  me,  even  me  thy 
servant,  and  Zadok  the  priest,  and  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada, 
and  thy  servant  Solomon,  hath  he  not  called.  Is  this  thing  done 
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by  my  lord  the  king,  and  thou  hast  not  showed  it  unto  thy  serv- 
ant, who  should  sit  on  the  throne  of  my  lord  the  king  after  him?" 

Then  King  David  answered  and  said,  "Call  me  Bath-sheba/' 

And  she  came  into  the  king's  presence,  and  stood  before  the 
king.  And  the  king  swore,  and  said, 

"As  the  Lord  liveth,  that  hath  redeemed  my  soul  out  of  all 
distress,  even  as  I  swore  unto  thee  by  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
saying,  'Assuredly  Solomon  thy  son  shall  reign  after  me,  and  he 
shall  sit  upon  my  throne  in  my  stead':  even  so  will  I  certainly 
do  this  day/' 

Then  Bath-sheba  bowed  with  her  face  to  the  earth,  and  did 
reverence  to  the  king,  and  said,  "Let  my  lord  King  David  live 
for  ever/  * 

And  King  David  said,  "Call  me  Zadok  the  priest,  and  Na- 
than the  prophet,  and  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada/'  And  they 
came  before  the  king. 

The  king  also  said  unto  them,  "Take  with  you  the  servants  of 
your  lord,  and  cause  Solomon  my  son  to  ride  upon  mine  own 
mule,  and  bring  him  down  to  Gihon:  and  let  Zadok  the  priest 
and  Nathan  the  prophet  anoint  him  there  king  over  Israel:  and 
blow  ye  with  the  trumpet,  and  say,  'God  save  King  Solomon/ 
Then  ye  shall  come  up  after  him,  that  he  may  come  and  sit  upon 
my  throne;  for  he  shall  be  king  in  my  stead:  and  I  have  appointed 
him  to  be  ruler  over  Israel  and  over  Judah." 

So  Zadok  the  priest,  and  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  Benaiah 
the  son  of  Jehoiada,  and  the  Cherethites,  and  the  Pelethites, 
went  down,  and  caused  Solomon  to  ride  upon  King  David's 
mule,  and  brought  him  to  Gihon.  And  Zadok  the  priest  took  a 
horn  of  oil  out  of  the  tabernacle,  and  anointed  Solomon.  And 
they  blew  the  trumpet;  and  all  the  people  said,  "God  save  King 
Solomon ! "  And  all  the  people  came  up  after  him,  and  the  people 
piped  with  pipes,  and  rejoiced  with  great  joy,  so  that  the  earth 
rent  with  the  sound  of  them. 

And  Adonijah  and  all  the  guests  that  were  with  him  heard  it 
as  they  had  made  an  end  of  eating.  And  all  the  guests  that  were 
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with  Adonijah  were  afraid,  and  rose  up,  and  went  every  man 
his  way.  And  Adonijah  feared  because  of  Solomon,  and  arose, 
and  went,  and  caught  hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar. 

And  it  was  told  Solomon,  saying,  "Behold,  Adonijah  feareth 
King  Solomon:  for,  lo,  he  hath  caught  hold  on  the  horns  of  the 
altar,  saying,  'Let  King  Solomon  swear  unto  me  to-day  that  he 
will  not  slay  his  servant  with  the  sword/" 

And  Solomon  said,  "If  he  will  show  himself  a  worthy  man, 
there  shall  not  a  hair  of  him  fall  to  the  earth;  but  if  wickedness 
shall  be  found  in  him,  he  shall  die/' 

So  King  Solomon  sent,  and  they  brought  him  down  from  the 
altar.  And  he  came  and  bowed  himself  to  King  Solomon:  and 
Solomon  said  unto  him,  "Go  to  thine  house/' 

Now  the  days  of  David  drew  nigh  that  he  should  die;  and  he 
charged  Solomon  his  son,  saying, 

"I  go  the  way  of  all  the  earth:  be  thou  strong  therefore,  and 
show  thyself  a  man;  and  keep  the  charge  of  the  Lord  thy  God, 
to  walk  in  his  ways,  to  keep  his  statutes,  and  his  command- 
ments, and  his  judgments,  and  his  testimonies,  as  it  is  written 
in  the  law  of  Moses,  that  thou  mayest  prosper  in  all  that  thou 
doest,  and  whithersoever  thou  turnest  thyself:  that  the  Lord 
may  continue  his  word  which  he  spoke  concerning  me,  saying, 
'If  thy  children  take  heed  to  their  way,  to  "walk  before  me  in 
truth  with  all  their  heart  and  with  all  their  soul,  there  shall  not 
fail  thee'  (said  he)  'a  man  on  the  throne  of  Israel/  Moreover 
thou  knowest  also  what  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  did  to  me,  and 
what  he  did  to  the  two  captains  of  the  hosts  of  Israel,  unto  Ab- 
ner  the  son  of  Ner,  and  unto  Amasa  the  son  of  Jether,  whom  he 
slew,  and  shed  the  blood  of  war  in  peace,  and  put  the  blood  of 
war  upon  his  girdle  that  was  about  his  loins,  and  in  his  shoes 
that  were  on  his  feet.  Do  therefore  according  to  thy  wisdom, 
and  let  not  his  hoar  head  go  down  to  the  grave  in  peace.  But 
show  kindness  unto  the  sons  of  Barzillai  the  Gileadite,  and  let 
them  be  of  those  that  eat  at  thy  table:  for  so  they  came  to  me 
when  I  fled  because  of  Absalom  thy  brother.  And,  behold,  thou 
hast  with  thee  Shimei  the  son  of  Gera,  a  Benjamite  of  Bahurim, 
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which  cursed  me  with  a  grievous  curse  in  the  day  when  I  went 
to  Mahanaim:  but  he  came  down  to  meet  me  at  Jordan,  and  I 
swore  to  him  by  the  Lord,  saying,  'I  will  not  put  thee  to  death 
with  the  sword.  *  Now  therefore  hold  him  not  guiltless:  for  thou 
art  a  wise  man,  and  knowest  what  thou  oughtest  to  do  unto  him; 
but  his  hoar  head  bring  thou  down  to  the  grave  with  blood/1 

So  David  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of 
David.  And  the  days  that  David  reigned  over  Israel  were  forty 
years:  seven  years  reigned  he  in  Hebron,  and  thirty  and  three 
years  reigned  he  in  Jerusalem. 


Reign  of  Solomon 

Then  sat  Solomon  upon  the  throne  of  David  his  father;  and 
his  kingdom  was  established  greatly. 

And  Adonijah  the  son  of  Haggith  came  to  Bath-sheba  the 
mother  of  Solomon.  And  she  said,  "Comest  thou  peaceably?" 
And  he  said,  "Peaceably."  He  said  moreover,  "I  have  somewhat 
to  say  unto  thee."  And  she  said,  "Say  on/'  And  he  said,  "Thou 
knowest  that  the  kingdom  was  mine,  and  that  all  Israel  set  their 
faces  on  me,  that  I  should  reign:  howbeit  the  kingdom  is  turned 
about,  and  is  become  my  brother's:  for  it  was  his  from  the  Lord. 
And  now  I  ask  one  petition  of  thee,  deny  me  not/'  And  she  said 
unto  him,  "Say  on/'  And  he  said,  "Speak,  I  pray  thee,  unto  Sol- 
omon the  king  (for  he  will  not  say  thee  nay),  that  he  give  me 
Abishag  the  Shunammite  to  wife/'  And  Bath-sheba  said,  "Well; 
I  will  speak  for  thee  unto  the  king/'  Bath-sheba  therefore  went 
unto  King  Solomon,  to  speak  unto  him  for  Adonijah.  And  the 
king  rose  up  to  meet  her,  and  bowed  himself  unto  her,  and  sat 
down  on  his  throne,  and  caused  a  seat  to  be  set  for  the  king's 
mother;  and  she  sat  on  his  right  hand.  Then  she  said,  "I  desire 
one  small  petition  of  thee;  I  pray  thee,  say  me  not  nay."  And  the 
king  said  unto  her,  "Ask  on,  my  mother:  for  I  will  not  say  thee 
nay/'  And  she  said,  "Let  Abishag  the  Shunammite  be  given  to 
Adonijah  thy  brother  to  wife/'  And  King  Solomon  answered 
and  said  unto  his  mother,  "And  why  dost  thou  ask  Abishag  the 
Shunammite  for  Adonijah?  ask  for  him  the  kingdom  also;  for  he 
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is  mine  elder  brother;  even  for  him,  and  for  Abiathar  the  priest, 
and  for  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah."  Then  King  Solomon  swore  by 
the  Lord,  saying,  "God  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  Adonijah 
have  not  spoken  this  word  against  his  own  life.  Now  therefore, 
as  the  Lord  liveth,  which  hath  established  me,  and  set  me  on 
the  throne  of  David  my  father,  and  who  hath  made  me  a  house, 
as  he  promised,  Adonijah  shall  be  put  to  death  this  day/'  And 
King  Solomon  sent  by  the  hand  of  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada; 
and  he  fell  upon  him  that  he  died. 

And  unto  Abiathar  the  priest  said  the  king,  "Get  thee  to 
Anathoth,  unto  thine  own  fields;  for  thou  art  worthy  of  death: 
but  I  will  not  at  this  time  put  thee  to  death,  because  thou  borest 
the  ark  of  the  Lord  God  before  David  my  father,  and  because 
thou  hast  been  afflicted  in  all  wherein  my  father  was  afflicted/' 
So  Solomon  thrust  out  Abiathar  from  being  priest  unto  the  Lord; 
that  he  might  fulfil  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spoke  con- 
cerning the  house  of  Eli  in  Shiloh. 

Then  tidings  came  to  Joab:  for  Joab  had  turned  after  Adoni- 
jah, though  he  turned  not  after  Absalom.  And  Joab  fled  unto  the 
tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and  caught  hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar. 
And  it  was  told  King  Solomon  that  Joab  was  fled  unto  the  tab- 
ernacle of  the  Lord;  and,  behold,  he  is  by  the  altar.  Then  Sol- 
omon sent  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  saying,  "Go,  fall  upon 
him/7  And  Benaiah  came  to  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and  said 
unto  him,  "Thus  saith  the  king,  'Come  forth/"  And  he  said, 
"Nay;  but  I  will  die  here."  And  Benaiah  brought  the  king  word 
again,  saying,  "Thus  said  Joab,  and  thus  he  answered  me/'  And 
the  king  said  unto  him,  "Do  as  he  hath  said,  and  fall  upon  him, 
and  bury  him;  that  thou  mayest  take  away  the  innocent  blood, 
which  Joab  shed,  from  me,  and  from  the  house  of  my  father.  And 
the  Lord  shall  return  his  blood  upon  his  own  head,  who  fell 
upon  two  men  more  righteous  and  better  than  he,  and  slew  them 
with  the  sword,  my  father  David  not  knowing  thereof,  to  wit, 
Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  captain  of  the  host  of  Israel,  and  Amasa 
the  son  of  Jether,  captain  of  the  host  of  Judah.  Their  blood  shall 
therefore  return  upon  the  head  of  Joab,  and  upon  the  head  of  his 
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seed  for  ever:  but  upon  David,  and  upon  his  seed,  and  upon  his 
house,  and  upon  his  throne,  shall  there  be  peace  for  ever  from 
the  Lord/'  So  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  went  up,  and  fell  upon 
him,  and  slew  him:  and  he  was  buried  in  his  own  house  in  the 
wilderness. 

And  the  king  sent  and  called  for  Shimei,  and  said  unto  him, 
"Build  thee  a  house  in  Jerusalem,  and  dwell  there,  and  go  not 
forth  thence  any  whither.  For  it  shall  be,  that  on  the  day  thou 
goest  out,  and  passest  over  the  brook  Kidron,  thou  shalt  know 
for  certain  that  thou  shalt  surely  die:  thy  blood  shall  be  upon 
thine  own  head."  And  Shimei  said  unto  the  king,  "The  saying  is 
good:  as  my  lord  the  king  hath  said,  so  will  thy  servant  do." 
And  Shimei  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  many  days.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
at  the  end  of  three  years,  that  two  of  the  servants  of  Shimei  ran 
away  unto  Achish  son  of  Maachah  king  of  Gath.  And  they  told 
Shimei,  saying,  "Behold,  thy  servants  be  in  Gath."  And  Shimei 
arose,  and  saddled  his  ass,  and  went  to  Gath  to  Achish  to  seek 
his  servants:  and  Shimei  went,  and  brought  his  servants  from 
GatL  And  it  was  told  Solomon  that  Shimei  had  gone  from  Je^ 
rusalem  to  Gath,  and  was  come  again.  And  the  king  sent  and 
called  for  Shimei,  and  said  unto  him,  "Did  I  not  make  thee  to 
swear  by  the  Lord,  and  protested  unto  thee,  saying,  'Know  for 
a  certain,  on  the  day  thou  goest  out,  and  walkest  abroad  any 
whither,  that  thou  shalt  surely  die'?  and  thou  saidst  unto  me, 
'The  word  that  I  have  heard  is  good/  Why  then  hast  thou  not 
kept  the  oath  of  the  Lord,  and  the  commandment  that  I  have 
charged  thee  with?"  The  king  said  moreover  to  Shimei,  "Thou 
knowest  all  the  wickedness  which  thine  heart  is  privy  to,  that 
thou  didst  to  David  my  father:  therefore  the  Lord  shall  return 
thy  wickedness  upon  thine  own  head;  and  King  Solomon  shall 
be  blessed,  and  the  throne  of  David  shall  be  established  before 
the  Lord  for  ever."  So  the  king  commanded  Benaiah  the  son  of 
Jehoiada;  which  went  out,  and  fell  upon  him,  that  he  died.  And 
the  kingdom  was  established  in  the  hand  of  Solomon. 

And  Solomon  made  affinity  with  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  and 
took  Pharaoh's  daughter,  and  brought  her  into  the  city  of  David, 
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until  lie  had  made  an  end  of  building  kis  own  kouse,  and  tke 
kouse  of  tke  Lord,  and  tke  wall  of  Jerusalem  round  about.  Only 
tke  people  sacrificed  in  kigk  places,  because  tkere  was  no  kouse 
built  unto  tke  name  of  tke  Lord,  until  tkose  days.  And  Solomon 
loved  tke  Lord,  walking  in  tke  statutes  of  David  kis  fatker:  only 
ke  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  in  kigk  places.  And  tke  king 
went  to  Gibeon  to  sacrifice  tkere;  for  tkat  was  tke  great  kigk 
place:  a  tkousand  burnt  offerings  did  Solomon  offer  upon  tkat 
altar. 

In  Gibeon  tke  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon  in  a  dream  by  nigkt: 
and  God  said,  "Ask  wkat  I  skall  give  tkee."  And  Solomon  said, 
"Tkou  kast  skowedunto  tky  servant  David  my  fatker  great  mercy, 
according  as  ke  walked  before  tkee  in  trutk,  and  in  rigkteous- 
ness,  and  in  uprigktness  of  keart  witk  tkee;  and  tkou  kast  kept 
for  kim  tkis  great  kindness,  tkat  tkou  kast  given  kim  a  son  to 
sit  on  kis  tkrone,  as  it  is  tkis  day.  And  now,  O  Lord  my  God, 
tkou  kast  made  tky  servant  king  instead  of  David  my  fatker:  and 
I  am  but  a  little  ckild:  I  know  not  kow  to  go  out  or  come  in.  And 
tky  servant  is  in  tke  midst  of  tky  people  wkick  tkou  kast  ckosen, 
a  great  people,  tkat  cannot  be  numbered  nor  counted  for  multi- 
tude. Give  tkerefore  tky  servant  an  understanding  keart  to 
judge  tky  people,  tkat  I  may  discern  between  good  and  bad:  for 
wko  is  able  to  judge  tkis  tky  so  great  a  people?"  And  tke  speeck 
pleased  tke  Lord,  tkat  Solomon  kad  asked  tkis  tking.  And  God 
said  unto  kim,  "Because  tkou  kast  asked  tkis  tking,  and  kast  not 
asked  for  tkyself  long  life;  neitker  kast  asked  rickes  for  tkyself, 
nor  kast  asked  tke  life  of  tkine  enemies;  but  kast  asked  for  tky- 
self understanding  to  discern  judgment;  bekold,  I  kave  done  ac- 
cording to  tky  words:  lo,  I  kave  given  tkee  a  wise  and  an  under- 
standing keart;  so  tkat  tkere  was  none  like  tkee  before  tkee, 
neitker  after  tkee  skall  any  arise  like  unto  tkee.  And  I  kave  also 
given  tkee  tkat  wkick  tkou  kast  not  asked,  botk  rickes,  and 
konour:  so  tkat  tkere  skall  not  be  any  among  tke  kings  like  unto 
tkee  all  tky  days.  And  if  tkou  wilt  walk  in  my  ways,  to  keep 
my  statutes  and  my  commandments,  as  tky  fatker  David  did 
walk,  tken  I  will  lengtken  tky  days." 
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And  Solomon  awoke;  and,  behold,  it  was  a  dream.  And  he 
came  to  Jerusalem,  and  stood  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord,  and  offered  up  burnt  offerings,  and  offered  peace  offer- 
ings, and  made  a  feast  to  all  his  servants. 

Then  came  there  two  women,  that  were  harlots,  unto  the 
king,  and  stood  before  him.  And  the  one  woman  said,  "O  my 
lord,  I  and  this  woman  dwell  in  one  house;  and  I  was  delivered 
of  a  child  with  her  in  the  house.  And  it  came  to  pass  the  third 
day  after  that  I  was  delivered,  that  this  woman  was  delivered 
also:  and  we  were  together;  there  was  no  stranger  with  us  in 
the  house,  save  we  two  in  the  house.  And  this  woman's  child 
died  in  the  night;  because  she  overlaid  it.  And  she  arose  at  mid- 
night, and  took  my  son  from  beside  me,  while  thine  handmaid 
slept,  and  laid  it  in  her  bosom,  and  laid  her  dead  child  in  my 
bosom.  And  when  I  rose  in  the  morning  to  give  my  child  suck, 
behold,  it  was  dead:  but  when  I  had  considered  it  in  the  morn- 
ing, behold,  it  was  not  my  son,  which  I  did  bear."  And  the  other 
woman  said,  "Nay;  but  the  living  is  my  son,  and  the  dead  is  thy 
son/'  And  this  said,  "No;  but  the  dead  is  thy  son,  and  the  living 
is  my  son."  Thus  they  spoke  before  the  king.  Then  said  the  king, 
"The  one  saith,  'This  is  my  son  that  liveth,  and  thy  son  is  the 
dead':  and  the  other  saith,  'Nay;  but  thy  son  is  the  dead,  and 
my  son  is  the  living/"  And  the  king  said,  "Bring  me  a  sword/' 
And  they  brought  a  sword  before  the  king.  And  the  king  said, 
"Divide  the  living  child  in  two,  and  give  half  to  the  one,  and 
half  to  the  other/'  Then  spoke  the  woman  whose  thriving  child 
was  unto  the  king,  for  her  bowels  yearned  upon  her  son,  and  she 
said,  "O  my  lord,  give  her  the  living  child,  and  in  no  wise  slay 
it."  But  the  other  said,  "Let  it  be  neither  mine  nor  thine,  but 
divide  it/'  Then  the  king  answered  and  said,  "Give  her  the  liv- 
ing child,  and  in  no  wise  slay  it:  she  is  the  mother  thereof."  And 
all  Israel  heard  of  the  judgment  which  the  king  had  judged;  and 
they  feared  the  king:  for  they  saw  that  the  wisdom  of  God  was 
in  him,  to  do  judgment. 

And  Solomon  reigned  over  all  kingdoms  from  the  river  unto 
the  land  of  the  Philistines,  and  unto  the  border  of  Egypt:  they 
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btougkt  presents,  and  served  Solomon  all  the  days  of  his  life. 
And  Solomon's  provision  for  one  day  was  thirty  measures  of 
fine  flour,  and  threescore  measures  of  meal,  ten  fat  oxen,  and 
twenty  oxen  out  of  the  pastures,  and  a  hundred  sheep,  beside 
harts,  and  roebucks,  and  fallowdeer,  and  fatted  fowl.  For  he  had 
dominion  over  all  the  region  on  this  side  the  river,  from  Tiphsah 
even  to  Azzah,  over  all  the  kings  on  this  side  the  river:  and  he 
had  peace  on  all  sides  round  about  him.  And  Judah  and  Israel 
dwelt  safely,  every  man  under  his  vine  and  under  his  fig  tree, 
from  Dan  even  to  Beer-sheba,  all  the  days  of  Solomon. 

And  Solomon  had  forty  thousand  stalls  of  horses  for  his  char- 
iots, and  twelve  thousand  horsemen.  And  those  officers  pro- 
vided victual  for  King  Solomon,  and  for  all  that  came  unto  King 
Solomon's  table,  every  man  in  his  month:  they  lacked  nothing. 
Barley  also  and  straw  for  the  horses  and  dromedaries  brought 
they  unto  the  place  where  the  officers  were,  every  man  accord- 
ing to  his  charge. 

And  God  gave  Solomon  wisdom  and  understanding  exceed- 
ing much,  and  largeness  of  heart,  even  as  the  sand  that  is  on  the 
sea  shore.  And  Solomon's  wisdom  excelled  the  wisdom  of  all 
the  children  of  the  east  country,  and  all  the  wisdom  of  Egypt. 
For  he  was  wiser  than  all  men;  than  Ethan  the  Ezrahite,  and 
Heman,  and  Chalcol,  and  Darda,  the  sons  of  Mahol:  and  his 
fame  was  in  all  nations  round  about.  And  he  spoke  three  thou- 
sand proverbs:  and  his  songs  were  a  thousand  and  five.  And  he 
spoke  of  trees,  from  the  cedar  tree  that  is  in  Lebanon  even  unto 
the  hyssop  that  springeth  out  of  the  wall:  he  spoke  also  of  beasts, 
and  of  fowl,  and  of  creeping  things,  and  of  fishes.  And  there 
came  of  all  people  to  hear  the  wisdom  of  Solomon,  from  all  kings 
of  the  earth,  which  had  heard  of  his  wisdom. 

And  Hiram  king  of  Tyre  sent  his  servants  unto  Solomon;  for 
he  had  heard  that  they  had  anointed  him  king  in  the  room  of  his 
father:  for  Hiram  was  ever  a  lover  of  David.  And  Solomon  sent 
to  Hiram,  saying,  "Thou  knowest  how  that  David  my  father 
could  not  build  a  house  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  his  God  for 
the  wars  which  were  about  him  on  every  side,  until  the  Lord 
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put  them  under  the  soles  of  his  feet.  But  now  the  Lord  my  God 
hath  given  me  rest  on  every  side,  so  that  there  is  neither  adver- 
sary nor  evil  occurrent.  And,  behold,  I  purpose  to  build  a  house 
unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  my  God,  as  the  Lord  spoke  unto 
David  my  father,  saying,  Thy  son,  whom  I  will  set  upon  thy 
throne  in  thy  room,  he  shall  build  a  house  unto  my  name. '  Now 
therefore  command  thou  that  they  hew  me  cedar  trees  out  of 
Lebanon;  and  my  servants  shall  be  with  thy  servants:  and  unto 
thee  will  I  give  hire  for  thy  servants  according  to  all  that  thou 
shalt  appoint:  for  thou  knowest  that  there  is  not  among  us  any 
that  can  skill  to  hew  timber  like  unto  the  Sidonians." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Hiram  heard  the  words  of  Solomon, 
that  he  rejoiced  greatly,  and  said,  "Blessed  be  the  Lord  this  day, 
which  hath  given  unto  David  a  wise  son  over  this  great  people." 
And  Hiram  sent  to  Solomon,  saying,  "I  have  considered  the 
things  which  thou  sentest  to  me  for:  and  I  will  do  all  thy  desire 
concerning  timber  of  cedar,  and  concerning  timber  of  fir.  My 
servants  shall  bring  them  down  from  Lebanon  unto  the  sea:  and 
I  will  convey  them  by  sea  in  floats  unto  the  place  that  thou  shalt 
appoint  me,  and  will  cause  them  to  be  discharged  there,  and 
thou  shalt  receive  them:  and  thou  shalt  accomplish  my  desire,  in 
giving  food  for  my  household." 

So  Hiram  gave  Solomon  cedar  trees  and  fir  trees  according  to 
all  his  desire.  And  Solomon  gave  Hiram  twenty  thousand  meas- 
ures of  wheat  for  food  to  his  household,  and  twenty  measures  of 
pure  oil:  thus  gave  Solomon  to  Hiram  year  by  year.  And  the  Lord 
gave  Solomon  wisdom,  as  he  promised  him:  and  there  was  peace 
between  Hiram  and  Solomon;  and  they  two  made  a  league  to-* 
gether. 

And  King  Solomon  raised  a  levy  out  of  all  Israel;  and  the  levy 
was  thirty  thousand  men.  And  he  sent  them  to  Lebanon,  ten 
thousand  a  month  by  courses:  a  month  they  were  in  Lebanon, 
and  two  months  at  home:  and  Adoniram  was  over  the  levy.  And 
Solomon  had  threescore  and  ten  thousand  that  bore  burdens, 
and  fourscore  thousand  hewers  in  the  mountains;  beside  the 
chief  of  Solomon's  officets  which  were  over  the  work,  three 
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thousand  and  three  hundred,  which  ruled  over  the  people  that 
wrought  in  the  work.  And  the  king  commanded,  and  they  brought 
great  stones,  costly  stones,  and  hewed  stones,  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  the  house.  And  Solomon's  builders  and  Hiram's  build- 
ers did  hew  them,  and  the  stonesquarers:  so  they  prepared  tim- 
ber and  stones  to  build  the  house. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  four  hundred  and  eightieth  year 
after  the  children  of  Israel  were  come  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
in  the  fourth  year  of  Solomon's  reign  over  Israel,  in  the  month 
Zif,  which  is  the  second  month,  that  he  began  to  build  the  house 
of  the  Lord.  And  the  house  which  King  Solomon  built  for  the 
Lord,  the  length  thereof  was  threescore  cubits,  and  the  breadth 
thereof  twenty  cubits,  and  the  height  thereof  thirty  cubits.  And 
the  porch  before  the  temple  of  the  house,  twenty  cubits  was  the 
length  thereof,  according  to  the  breadth  of  the  house;  and  ten 
cubits  was  the  breadth  thereof  before  the  house.  And  for  the 
house  he  made  windows  of  narrow  lights. 

And  against  the  wall  of  the  house  he  built  chambers  round 
about,  against  the  walls  of  the  house  round  about,  both  of  the 
temple  and  of  the  oracle:  and  he  made  chambers  round  about. 
The  nethermost  chamber  was  five  cubits  broad,  and  the  middle 
was  six  cubits  broad,  and  the  third  was  seven  cubits  broad:  for 
without  in  the  wall  of  the  house  he  made  narrowed  rests  round 
about,  that  the  beams  should  not  be  fastened  in  the  walls  of  the 
house.  And  the  house,  when  it  was  in  building,  was  built  of 
stone  made  ready  before  it  was  brought  thither:  so  that  there 
was  neither  hammer  nor  ax  nor  any  tool  of  iron  heard  in  the 
house,  while  it  was  in  building.  The  door  for  the  middle  cham- 
ber was  in  the  right  side  of  the  house:  and  they  went  up  with 
winding  stairs  into  the  middle  chamber,  and  out  of  the  middle 
into  the  third.  So  he  built  the  house,  and  finished  it;  and  covered 
the  house  with  beams  and  boards  of  cedar.  And  then  he  built 
chambers  against  all  the  house,  five  cubits  high:  and  they  rested 
on  the  house  with  timber  of  cedar.  And  he  built  the  walls  of  the 
house  within  with  boards  of  cedar,  both  the  floor  of  the  hotise, 
and  the  walls  of  the  ceiling:  and  he  covered  them  on  the  inside 
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with  wood,  and  covered  the  floor  of  the  house  with  planks  of 
fir.  And  he  built  twenty  cubits  on  the  sides  of  the  house,  both 
the  floor  and  the  walls  with  boards  of  cedar:  he  even  built  them 
for  it  within,  even  for  the  oracle,  even  for  the  most  holy  place. 
And  the  house,  that  is,  the  temple  before  it,  was  forty  cubits 
long.  And  the  cedar  of  the  house  within  was  carved  with  knops 
and  open  flowers:  all  was  cedar;  there  was  no  stone  seen.  And  the 
oracle  he  prepared  in  the  house  within,  to  set  there  the  ark  of 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord.  And  the  oracle  in  the  forepart  was 
twenty  cubits  in  length,  and  twenty  cubits  in  breadth,  and 
twenty  cubits  in  the  height  thereof:  and  he  overlaid  it  with  pure 
gold;  and  so  covered  the  altar  which  was  of  cedar.  So  Solomon 
overlaid  the  house  within  with  pure  gold:  and  he  made  a  parti- 
tion by  the  chains  of  gold  before  the  oracle;  and  he  overlaid  it 
with  gold.  And  the  whole  house  he  overlaid  with  gold,  until  he 
had  finished  all  the  house:  also  the  whole  altar  that  was  by  the 
oracle  he  overlaid  with  gold. 

And  within  the  oracle  he  made  two  cherubims  of  olive  tree, 
each  ten  cubits  high.  And  five  cubits  was  the  one  wing  of  the 
cherub,  and  five  cubits  the  other  wing  of  the  cherub:  from  the 
uttermost  part  of  the  one  wing  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
other  were  ten  cubits.  And  the  other  cherub  was  ten  cubits: 
both  the  cherubims  were  of  one  measure  and  one  size.  The  height 
of  the  one  cherub  was  ten  cubits,  and  so  was  it  of  the  other 
cherub.  And  he  set  the  cherubims  within  the  inner  house:  and 
they  stretched  forth  the  wings  of  the  cherubims,  so  that  the 
wing  of  the  one  touched  the  one  wall,  and  the  wing  of  the 
other  cherub  touched  the  other  wall;  and  their  wings  touched 
one  another  in  the  midst  of  the  house.  And  he  overlaid  the 
cherubims  with  gold.  And  he  carved  all  the  walls  of  the  house 
round  about  with  carved  figures  of  cherubims,  and  palm  trees 
and  open  flowers,  within  and  without.  And  the  floor  of  the 
house  he  overlaid  with  gold,  within  and  without. 

And  for  the  entering  of  the  oracle  he  made  doors  of  olive  tree: 
the  lintel  and  side  posts  were  a  fifth  part  of  the  wall.  The  two 
doors  also  were  of  olive  tree;  and  he  carved  upon  them  carvings 
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of  cherubims  and  palm  trees  and  open  flowers,  and  overlaid 
them  with,  gold,  and  spread  gold  upon  the  cherubims,  and  upon 
the  palm  trees.  So  also  made  he  for  the  door  of  the  temple  posts 
of  olive  tree,  a  fourth  part  of  the  wall  And  the  two  doors  were 
of  fir  tree:  the  two  leaves  of  the  one  door  were  folding,  and  the 
two  leaves  of  the  other  door  were  folding.  And  he  carved  thereon 
cherubims  and  palm  trees  and  open  flowers:  and  covered  them 
with  gold  fitted  upon  the  carved  work.  And  he  built  the  inner 
court  with  three  rows  of  hewed  stone,  and  a  row  of  cedar  beams. 

In  the  fourth  year  was  the  foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord 
laid,  in  the  month  Zif:  and  in  the  eleventh  year,  in  the  month 
Bui,  which  is  the  eighth  month,  was  the  house  finished  through- 
out all  the  parts  thereof,  and  according  to  all  the  fashion  of  it. 
So  was  he  seven  years  in  building  it. 

But  Solomon  was  building  his  own  house  thirteen  years,  and 
he  finished  all  his  house.  He  built  also  the  house  of  the  forest  of 
Lebanon;  the  length  thereof  was  a  hundred  cubits,  and  the 
breadth  thereof  fifty  cubits,  and  the  height  thereof  thirty  cubits, 
upon  four  rows  of  cedar  pillars,  with  cedar  beams  upon  the 
pillars.  And  it  was  covered  with  cedar  above  upon  the  beams, 
that  lay  on  forty-five  pillars,  fifteen  in  a  row.  And  there  were 
windows  in  three  rows,  and  light  was  against  light  in  three 
ranks.  And  all  the  doors  and  posts  were  square,  with  the  win- 
dows: and  light  was  against  light  in  three  ranks.  And  he  made  a 
porch  of  pillars;  the  length  thereof  was  fifty  cubits,  and  the 
breadth  thereof  thirty  cubits:  and  the  porch  was  before  them: 
and  the  other  pillars  and  the  thick  beam  were  before  them.  Then 
he  made  a  porch  for  the  throne  where  he  might  judge,  even  the 
porch  of  judgment:  and  it  was  covered  with  cedar  from  one  side 
of  the  floor  to  the  other.  And  his  house  where  he  dwelt  had  an- 
other court  within  the  porch,  which  was  of  the  like  work.  Solo- 
mon made  also  a  house  for  Pharaoh's  daughter,  whom  he  had 
taken  to  wife,  like  unto  this  porch.  All  these  were  of  costly 
stones,  according  to  the  measures  of  hewed  stones,  sawed  with 
saws,  within  and  without,  even  from  the  foundation  unto  the 
coping,  and  so  on  the  outside  toward  the  great  court.  And  the 
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foundation  was  of  costly  stones,  even  great  stones,  stones  often 
cubits,  and  stones  of  eight  cubits.  And  above  were  costly  stones, 
after  the  measures  of  hewed  stones,  and  cedars.  And  the  great 
court  round  about  was  with  three  rows  of  hewed  stones,  and  a 
row  of  cedar  beams,  both  for  the  inner  court  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  for  the  porch  of  the  house. 

And  King  Solomon  made  a  navy  of  ships  in  Ezion-geber, 
which  is  beside  Eloth,  on  the  shore  of  the  Red  Sea,  in  the  land 
of  Edom.  And  Hiram  sent  in  the  navy  his  servants,  shipmen  that 
had  knowledge  of  the  sea,  with  the  servants  of  Solomon.  And 
they  came  to  Ophir,  and  fetched  from  thence  gold,  four  hundred 
and  twenty  talents,  and  brought  it  to  King  Solomon. 

And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the  fame  of  Solomon 
concerning  the  name  of  the  Lord,  she  came  to  prove  him  with 
hard  questions.  And  she  came  to  Jerusalem  with  a  very  great 
train,  with  camels  that  bore  spices,  and  very  much  gold,  and 
precious  stones:  and  when  she  was  come  to  Solomon,  she  com- 
muned with  him  of  all  that  was  in  her  heart.  And  Solomon  told 
her  all  her  questions:  there  was  not  any  thing  hid  from  the  king, 
which  he  told  her  not.  And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  had  seen 
all  Solomon's  wisdom,  and  the  house  that  he  had  built,  and  the 
meat  of  his  table,  and  the  sitting  of  his  servants,  and  the  attend- 
ance of  his  ministers,  and  their  apparel,  and  his  cupbearers,  and 
his  ascent  by  which  he  went  up  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord;  there 
was  no  more  spirit  in  her.  And  she  said  to  the  king,  "It  was  a 
true  report  that  I  heard  in  mine  own  land  of  thy  acts  and  of  thy 
wisdom.  Howbeit  I  believed  not  the  words,  until  I  came,  and 
mine  eyes  had  seen  it:  and,  behold,  the  half  was  not  told  me:  thy 
wisdom  and  prosperity  exceedeth  the  fame  which  I  heard. 
Happy  are  thy  men,  happy  are  these  thy  servants,  which  stand 
continually  before  thee,  and  that  hear  thy  wisdom.  Blessed  be 
the  Lord  thy  God,  which  delighted  in  thee,  to  set  thee  on  the 
throne  of  Israel:  because  the  Lord  loved  Israel  for  ever,  therefore 
made  he  thee  king,  to  do  judgment  and  justice." 

And  she  gave  the  king  a  hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  gold, 
and  of  spices  very  great  store,  and  precious  stones:  there  came 
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no  more  such  abundance  of  spices  as  these  which  the  queen  of 
Sheba  gave  to  King  Solomon.  And  the  navy  also  of  Hiram,  that 
brought  gold  from  Ophir,  brought  in  from  Ophir  great  plenty 
of  almug  trees,  and  precious  stones.  And. the  king  made  of  the 
almug  trees  pillars  for  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  king's 
house,  harps  also  and  psalteries  for  singers:  there  came  no  such 
almug  trees,  nor  were  seen  unto  this  day.  And  King  Solomon 
gave  unto  the  queen  of  Sheba  all  her  desire,  whatsoever  she 
asked,  beside  that  which  Solomon  gave  her  of  his  royal  bounty. 
So  she  turned  and  went  to  her  own  country,  she  and  her  servants. 

Now  the  weight  of  gold  that  came  to  Solomon  in  one  year 
was  six  hundred  threescore  and  six  talents  of  gold,  beside  that 
he  had  of  the  merchantmen,  and  of  the  traffic  of  the  spice  mer- 
chants, and  of  all  the  kings  of  Arabia,  and  of  the  governors  of 
the  country.  And  King  Solomon  made  two  hundred  targets  of 
beaten  gold:  six  hundred  shekels  of  gold  went  to  one  target. 

And  he  made  three  hundred  shields  of  beaten  gold;  three 
pounds  of  gold  went  to  one  shield:  and  the  king  put  them  in  the 
house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon.  Moreover  the  king  made  a  great 
throne  of  ivory,  and  overlaid  it  with  the  best  gold.  The  throne 
had  six  steps,  and  the  top  of  the  throne  was  round  behind:  and 
there  were  stays  on  either  side  on  the  place  of  the  seat,  and  two 
lions  stood  beside  the  stays.  And  twelve  lions  stood  there  on 
the  one  side  and  on  the  other  upon  the  six  steps:  there  was  not 
the  like  made  in  any  kingdom.  And  all  King  Solomon's  drinking 
vessels  were  of  gold,  and  all  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the  forest 
of  Lebanon  were  of  pure  gold;  none  were  of  silver:  it  was  noth- 
ing accounted  of  in  the  days  of  Solomon.  For  the  king  had  at  sea 
a  navy  of  Tharshish  with  the  navy  of  Hiram:  once  in  three  years 
came  the  navy  of  Tharshish,  bringing  gold,  and  silver,  ivory, 
and  apes,  and  peacocks.  So  King  Solomon  exceeded  all  the  kings 
of  the  earth  for  riches  and  for  wisdom. 

But  King  Solomon  loved  many  strange  women,  together  with 
the  daughter  of  Pharaoh,  women  of  the  Moabites,  Ammonites, 
Edomites,  Sidonians,  and  Hittites;  of  the  nations  concerning 
which  the  Lord  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  "Ye  shall  not  go 
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in  to  them,  neither  shall  they  come  in  unto  you:  for  surely  they 
will  turn  away  your  heart  after  their  gods" :  Solomon  cleaved  unto 
these  in  love.  And  he  had  seven  hundred  wives,  princesses,  and 
three  hundred  concubines:  and  his  wives  turned  away  his  heart. 
For  it  came  to  pass,  when  Solomon  was  old,  that  his  wives 
turned  away  his  heart  after  other  gods:  and  his  heart  was  not 
perfect  with  the  Lord  his  God,  as  was  the  heart  of  David  his 
father.  For  Solomon  went  after  Ashtoreth  the  goddess  of  the 
Sidonians,  and  after  Milcom  the  abomination  of  the  Ammo- 
nites. And  Solomon  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  went 
not  fully  after  the  Lord,  as  did  David  his  father.  Then  did  Solo- 
mon build  a  high  place  for  Chemosh,  the  abomination  of  Moab, 
in  the  hill  that  is  before  Jerusalem,  and  for  Molech,  the  abomi- 
nation of  the  children  of  Ammon.  And  likewise  did  he  for  all 
his  strange  wives,  which  burnt  incense  and  sacrificed  unto  their 
gods. 

And  the  Lord  was  angry  with  Solomon,  because  his  heart 
was  turned  from  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  had  appeared 
unto  him  twice,  and  had  commanded  him  concerning  this  thing, 
that  he  should  not  go  after  other  gods:  but  he  kept  not  that 
which  the  Lord  commanded.  Wherefore  the  Lord  said  unto 
Solomon, 

'^Forasmuch  as  this  is  done  of  thee,  and  thou  hast  not  kept 
my  covenant  and  my  statutes,  which  I  have  commanded  thee,  I 
will  surely  rend  the  kingdom  from  thee,  and  will  give  it  to  thy 
servant.  Notwithstanding  in  thy  days  I  will  not  do  it  for  David 
thy  fathers  sake:  but  I  will  rend  it  out  of  the  hand  of  thy  son. 
Howbeit  I  will  not  rend  away  all  the  kingdom;  but  will  give 
one  tribe  to  thy  son  for  David  my  servant's  sake,  and  for  Jer- 
usalem's sake  which  I  have  chosen." 

And  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  an  Ephrathite  of  Zereda, 
Solomon's  servant,  whose  mother's  name  was  Zeruah,  a  widow 
woman,  even  he  lifted  up  his  hand  against  the  king.  And  this 
was  the  cause  that  he  lifted  up  his  hand  against  the  king:  Solo- 
mon built  Millo,  and  repaired  the  breaches  of  the  city  of  David 
his  father.  And  the  man  Jeroboam  was  a  mighty  man  of  valour: 

[3^3] 
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and  Solomon  seeing  the  young  man  t;hat  he  was  industrious,  he 
made  him  ruler  over  all  the  charge  of  the  house  of  Joseph,  And  it 
came  to  pass  at  that  time,  when  Jeroboam  went  out  of  Jerusalem, 
that  the  prophet  Ahijah  the  Shilonite  found  him  in  the  way;  and 
he  had  clad  himself  with  a  new  garment;  and  they  two  were 
alone  in  the  field:  and  Ahijah  caught  the  new  garment  that  was 
on  him,  and  rent  it  in  twelve  pieces:  and  he  said  to  Jeroboam, 

"Take  thee  ten  pieces:  for  thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of 
Israel,  'Behold,  I  will  rend  the  kingdom  out  of  the  hand  of  Solo- 
mon, and  will  give  ten  tribes  to  thee:  because  that  they  have 
forsaken  me,  and  have  worshipped  Ashtoreth  the  goddess  of  the 
Sidonians,  Chemosh  the  god  of  the  Moabites,  and  Milcom  the 
god  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  have  not  walked  in  my  ways, 
to  do  that  which  is  right  in  mine  eyes,  and  to  keep  my  statutes 
and  my  judgments,  as  did  David  his  father.  Howbeit  I  will  not 
take  the  whole  kingdom  out  of  his  hand:  but  I  will  make  him 
prince  all  the  days  of  his  life  for  David  my  servant's  sake,  whom 
I  chose,  because  he  kept  my  commandments  and  my  statutes: 
but  I  will  take  the  kingdom  out  of  his  son's  hand,  and  will  give 
it  unto  thee,  even  ten  tribes.  And  unto  his  son  will  I  give  one 
tribe,  that  David  my  servant  may  have  a  light  alway  before  me 
in  Jerusalem,  the  city  which  I  have  chosen  me  to  put  my  name 
there.  And  I  will  take  thee,  and  thou  shalt  reign  according  to  all 
that  thy  soul  desireth,  and  shalt  be  king  over  Israel.  And  it  shall 
be,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto  all  that  I  command  thee,  and  wilt 
walk  in  my  ways,  and  do  that  is  right  in  my  sight,  to  keep  my 
statutes  and  my  commandments,  as  David  my  servant  did;  that 
I  will  be  with  thee,  and  build  thee  a  sure  house,  as  I  built  for 
David,  and  will  give  Israel  unto  thee.  And  I  will  for  this  afflict 
the  seed  of  David,  but  not  for  ever/" 

Solomon  sought  therefore  to  kill  Jeroboam.  And  Jeroboatm 
arose,  and  fled  into  Egypt,  unto  Shishak  king  of  Egypt,  and  was 
in  Egypt  until  the  death  of  Solomon.  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of 
Solomon,  and  all  that  he  did,  and  his  wisdom,  are  they  not  writ- 
ten in  the  Book  of  the  Acts  of  Solomon?  And  the  time  that  Solo- 
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mon  reigned  in  Jerusalem  over  all  Israel  was  forty  years.  And 
Solomon  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of 
David  his  father:  and  Rehoboam  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Tke  Division  of  tke  Kingdom 

And  Rehoboam  went  to  Shechem:  for  all  Israel  were  come  to 
Shechem  to  make  him  king.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jeroboam 
the  son  of  Nebat,  who  was  yet  in  Egypt,  heard  of  it  (for  he  was 
fled  from  the  presence  of  King  Solomon,  and  Jeroboam  dwelt 
in  Egypt);  that  they  sent  and  called  him.  And  Jeroboam  and 
all  the  congregation  of  Israel  came,  and  spoke  unto  Rehoboam, 
saying, 

"Thy  father  made  our  yoke  grievous:  now  therefore  make 
thou  the  grievous  service  of  thy  father,  and  his  heavy  yoke  which 
he  put  upon  us,  lighter,  and  we  will  serve  thee." 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Depart  yet  for  three  days,  then 
come  again  to  me."  And  the  people  departed. 

And  King  Rehoboam  consulted  with  the  old  men,  that  stood 
before  Solomon  his  father  while  he  yet  lived,  and  said,  "How 
do  ye  advise  that  I  may  answer  this  people?" 

And  they  spoke  unto  him,  saying,  "If  thou  wilt  be  a  servant 
unto  this  people  this  day,  and  wilt  serve  them,  and  answer 
them,  and  speak  good  words  to  them,  then  they  will  be  thy 
servants  for  ever." 

But  he  forsook  the  counsel  of  the  old  men,  which  they  had 
given  him,  and  consulted  with  the  young  men  that  were  grown 
up  with  him,  and  which  stood  before  him:  and  he  said  unto 
them,  "What  counsel  give  ye  that  we  may  answer  this  people, 
who  have  spoken  to  me,  saying,  'Make  the  yoke  which  thy  father 
did  put  upon  us  lighter'?" 

And  the  young  men  that  were  grown  up  with  him  spoke  unto 
him,  saying,  "Thus  shalt  thou  speak  unto  this  people  that  spoke 
unto  thee,  saying,  'Thy  father  made  our  yoke  heavy,  but  make 
thou  it  lighter  unto  us';  thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  them,  'My  little 
finger  shall  be  thicker  than  my  father's  loins.  And  now  whereas 
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my  father  did  lade  you  with  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  add  to  your 
yoke:  my  father  hath  chastised  you  with  whips,  but  I  will 
chastise  you  with  scorpions.'" 

So  Jeroboam  and  all  the  people  came  to  Rehoboam  the  third 
day,  as  the  king  had  appointed,  saying,  "Come  to  me  again  the 
third  day." 

And  the  king  answered  the  people  roughly,  and  forsook  the 
old  men's  counsel  that  they  gave  him,  and  spoke  to  them  after 
the  counsel  of  the  young  men,  saying,  "My  father  made  your 
yoke  heavy,  and  I  will  add  to  your  yoke:  my  father  also  chastised 
you  with  whips,  but  I  will  chastise  you  with  scorpions." 

Wherefore  the  king  hearkened  not  unto  the  people;  for  the 
cause  was  from  the  Lord,  that  he  might  perform  his  saying, 
which  the  Lord  spoke  by  Ahijah  the  Shilonite  unto  Jeroboam 
the  son  of  Nebat. 

So  when  all  Israel  saw  that  the  king  hearkened  not  unto 
them,  the  people  answered  the  king,  saying,  "What  portion  have 
we  in  David?  neither  have  we  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse:  to 
your  tents,  O  Israel:  now  see  to  thine  own  house,  David."  So 
Israel  departed  unto  their  tents. 

But  as  for  the  children  of  Israel  which  dwelt  in  the  cities  of 
Judah,  Rehoboam  reigned  over  them.  Then  King  Rehoboam  sent 
Adoram,  who  was  over  the  tribute;  and  all  Israel  stoned  him 
with  stones,  that  he  died.  Therefore  King  Rehoboam  made 
speed  to  get  him  up  to  his  chariot,  to  flee  to  Jerusalem.  So  Israel 
rebelled  against  the  house  of  David  unto  this  day.  And  it  came 
to  pass,  when  all  Israel  heard  that  Jeroboam  was  come  again, 
that  they  sent  and  called  him  unto  the  congregation,  and  made 
him  king  over  all  Israel:  there  was  none  that  followed  the  house 
of  David,  but  the  tribe  of  Judah  only. 

Elijah  the  Tisklitc 

And  in  the  thirty  and  eighth  year  of  Asa  king  of  Judah  began 
Ahab  the  son  of  Omri  to  reign  over  Israel:  and  Ahab  the  son  of 
Omri  reigned  over  Israel  in  Samaria  twenty  and  two  years.  And 
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Ahab  tke  son  of  Omri  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  above  all 
that  were  before  him.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  if  it  had  been  a 
light  thing  for  him  to  walk  in  the  sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  that  he  took  to  wife  Jezebel  the  daughter  of  Ethbaal 
King  of  the  Sidonians,  and  went  and  served  Baal,  and  wor- 
shipped him.  And  he  reared  up  an  altar  for  Baal  in  the  house  of 
Baal,  which  he  had  built  in  Samaria.  And  Ahab  made  a  grove; 
and  Ahab  did  more  to  provoke  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  to  anger 
than  all  the  kings  of  Israel  that  were  before  him. 

And  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  who  was  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gi" 
lead,  said  unto  Ahab,  "As  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth,  before 
whom  I  stand,  there  shall  not  be  dew  nor  rain  these  years,  but 
according  to  my  word/* 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him,  saying,  "Get  thee 
hence,  and  turn  thee  eastward,  and  hide  thyself  by  the  brook 
Cherith,  that  is  before  Jordan.  And  it  shall  be  that  thou  shalt 
drink  of  the  brook;  and  I  have  commanded  the  ravens  to  feed 
thee  there." 

So  he  went  and  did  according  unto  the  word  of  the  Lord:  for 
he  went  and  dwelt  by  the  brook  Cherith,  that  is  before  Jordan. 
And  the  ravens  brought  him  bread  and  flesh  in  the -morning,  and 
bread  and  flesh  in  the  evening;  and  he  drank  of  the  brook.  And  it 
came  to  pass  after  a  while,  that  the  brook  dried  up,  because 
there -had  been  no  rain  in  the  land. 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him,  saying,  "Arise,  get 
thee  to  Zarephath,  which  belongeth  to  Sidon,  and  dwell  there: 
behold,  I  have  commanded  a  widow  woman  there  to  sustain  thee. " 

So  he  arose  and  went  to  Zarephath.  And  when  he  came  to  the 
gate  of  the  city,  behold,  the  widow  woman  was  there  gather- 
ing of  sticks:  and  he  called  to  her,  and  said,  "Fetch  me,  I  pray 
thee,  a  little  water  in  a  vessel,  that  I  may  drink  "  And  as  she  was 
going  to  fetch  it,  he  called  to  her,  and  said,  "Bring  me,  I  pray 
thee,  a  morsel  of  bread  in  thine  hand/' 

And  she  said,  "As  the  Lord  thy  God  liveth,  I  have  not  a  cake, 
but  a  handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  cruse:  and, 
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behold,  I  am  gathering  two  sticks,  that  I  may  go  in  and  dress  it 
for  me  and  my  son,  that  we  may  eat  it,  and  die/' 

And  Elijah  said  unto  her,  'Tear  not;  go  and  do  as  thou  hast 
said:  but  make  me  thereof  a  little  cake  first,  and  bring  it  unto 
me,  and  after  make  for  thee  and  for  thy  son.  For  thus  saith  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  'The  barrel  of  meal  shall  not  waste,  neither 
shall  the  cruse  of  oil  fail,  until  the  day  that  the  Lord  sendeth 
rain  upon  the  earth/" 

And  she  went  and  did  according  to  the  saying  of  Elijah:  and 
she,  and  he,  and  her  house,  did  eat  many  days.  And  the  barrel  of 
meal  wasted  not,  neither  did  the  cruse  of  oil  fail,  according  to 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spoke  by  Elijah. 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  that  the  son  of  the 
woman,  the  mistress  of  the  house,  fell  sick;  and  his  sickness  was 
so  sore  that  there  was  no  breath  left  in  him.  And  she  said  unto 
Elijah,  "What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  O  thou  man  of  God?  art 
thou  come  unto  me  to  call  my  sin  to  remembrance,  and  to  slay 
my  son?" 

And  he  said  unto  her,  "Give  me  thy  son." 

And  he  took  him  out  of  her  bosom,  and  carried  him  up  into 
a  loft,  where  he  abode,  and  laid  him  upon  his  own  bed.  And  he 
cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  "O  Lord  my  God,  hast  thou  also 
brought  evil  upon  the  widow  with  whom  I  sojourn,  by  slaying 
her  son?" 

And  he  stretched  himself  upon  the  child  three  times,  and 
cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  "O  Lord  my  God,  I  pray  thee, 
let  this  child's  soul  come  into  him  again/' 

And  the  Lord  heard  the  voice  of  Elijah;  and  the  soul  of  the 
child  came  into  him  again,  and  he  revived.  And  Elijah  took  the 
child,  and  brought  him  down  out  of  the  chamber  into  the 
house,  and  delivered  him  unto  his  mother:  and  Elijah  said,  "See, 
thy  son  liveth/' 

And  the  woman  said  to  Elijah,  "Now  by  this  I  know  that 
thou  art  a  man  of  God,  and  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  thy 
mouth  is  truth. " 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  many  days,  that  the  word  of  the 


THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF  THE  KINGS 

Lord  came  to  Elijah  in  the  third  year,  saying,  "Go,  show  thyself 
unto  Ahab;  and  I  will  send  rain  upon  the  earth."  And  Elijah 
went  to  show  himself  unto  Ahab. 

And  there  was  a  sore  famine  in  Samaria.  And  Ahab  called 
Obadiah,  which  was  the  governor  of  his  house.  (Now  Obadiah 
feared  the  Lord  greatly:  for  it  was  so,  when  Jezebel  cut  off  the 
prophets  of  the  Lord,  that  Obadiah  took  a  hundred  prophets, 
and  hid  them  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  and  fed  them  with  bread  and 
water.)  And  Ahab  said  unto  Obadiah,  "Go  into  the  land,  unto 
all  fountains  of  water,  and  unto  all  brooks:  peradventure  we 
may  find  grass  to  save  the  horses  and  mules  alive,  that  we  lose 
not  all  the  beasts." 

So  they  divided  the  land  between  them  to  pass  throughout 
it:  Ahab  went  one  way  by  himself,  and  Obadiah  went  another 
way  by  himself.  And  as  Obadiah  was  in  the  way,  behold,  Elijah 
met  him:  and  he  knew  him,  and  fell  on  his  face,  and  said,  "Art 
thou  that  my  lord  Elijah?" 

And  he  answered  him,  "I  am:  go,  tell  thy  lord,  'Behold,  Elijah 
i        >» 
is  here. 

And  he  said,  "What  have  I  sinned,  that  thou  wouldest  de- 
liver thy  servant  into  the  hand  of  Ahab,  to  slay  me?  As  the  Lord 
thy  God  liveth,  there  is  no  nation  or  kingdom,  whither  my  lord 
hath  not  sent  to  seek  thee:  and  when  they  said,  *He  is  not  there'; 
he  took  an  oath  of  the  kingdom  and  nation,  that  they  found  thee 
not.  And  now  thou  sayest,  "Go,  tell  thy  lord,  "Behold,  Elijah  is 
here."'  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  as  soon  as  I  am  gone  from  thee, 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  carry  thee  whither  I  know  not; 
and  so  when  I  come  and  tell  Ahab,  and  he  cannot  find  thee,  he 
shall  slay  me:  but  I  thy  servant  fear  the  Lord  from  my  youth. 
Was  it  not  told  my  lord  what  I  did  when  Jezebel  slew  the 
prophets  of  the  Lord,  how  I  hid  a  hundred  men  of  the  Lord's 
prophets  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  and  fed  them  with  bread  and  water? 
And  now  thou  sayest,  'Go,  tell  thy  lord,  "Behold,  Elijah  is 
here"':  and  he  shall  slay  me." 

And  Elijah  said,  "As  the  Lord  of  hosts  liveth,  before  whom 
I  stand,  I  will  surely  show  myself  unto  him  to-day." 
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So  Obadiah  went  to  meet  Ahab,  and  told  Kim:  and  Ahab 
went  to  meet  Elijah. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ahab  saw  Elijah,  that  Ahab  said 
unto  him,  "Art  thou  he  that  troubleth  Israel?" 

And  he  answered,  "I  have  not  troubled  Israel;  but  thou,  and 
thy  father's  house,  in  that  ye  have  forsaken  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord,  and  thou  hast  followed  Baalim.  Now  therefore 
send,  and  gather  to  me  all  Israel  unto  Mount  Carmel,  and  the 
prophets  of  Baal  four  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  prophets  of  the 
groves  four  hundred,Vwhich  eat  at  Jezebel's  table." 

So  Ahab  sent  unto  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and  gathered  the 
prophets  together  unto  Mount  CarmeL  And  Elijah  came  unto 
all  the  people,  and  said,  "How  long  halt  ye  between  two  opin- 
ions? if  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him:  but  if  Baal,  then  follow 
him."  And  the  people  answered  him  not  a  word. 

Then  said  Elijah  unto  the  people,  "I,  even  I  only,  remain  a 
prophet  of  the  Lord;  but  Baal's  prophets  are  four  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  Let  them  therefore  give  us  two  bullocks;  and  let  them 
choose  one  bullock  for  themselves,  and  cut  it  in  pieces,  and  lay 
it  on  wood,  and  put  no  fire  under:  and  I  will  dress  the  other 
bullock,  and  lay  it  on  wood,  and  put  no  fire  under:  and  call  ye  on 
the  name  of  your  gods,  and  I  will  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord: 
and  the  God  that  answereth  by  fire,  let  him  be  God."  And  all 
the  people  answered  and  said,  "It  is  well  spoken." 

And  Elijah  said  unto  the  prophets  of  Baal,  "Choose  you  one 
bullock  for  yourselves,  and  dress  it  first;  for  ye  are  many;  and 
call  on  the  name  of  your  gods,  but  put  no  fire  under." 

And  they  took  the  bullock  which  was  given  them,  and  they 
dressed  it,  and  called  on  the  name  of  Baal  from  morning  even 
until  noon,  saying,  "O  Baal,  hear  us."  But  there  was  no  voice, 
nor  any  that  answered.  And  they  leaped  upon  the  altar  which 
was  made. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  noon,  that  Elijah  mocked  them,  and 
said,  "Cry  aloud:  for  he  is  a  god;  either  he  is  talking,  or  he  is 
pursuing,  or  he  is  in  a  journey,  or  peradventure  he  sleepeth,  and 
must  be  awaked." 
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And  they  cried  aloud,  and  cut  themselves  after  their  manner 
with  knives  and  lancets,  till  the  blood  gushed  out  upon  them. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  when  midday  was  past,  and  they  prophe- 
sied until  the  time  of  the  offering  of  the  evening  sacrifice,  that 
there  was  neither  voice,  nor  any  to  answer,  nor  any  that  re- 
garded. 

And  Elijah  said  unto  all  the  people,  "Come  near  unto  me." 
And  all  the  people  came  near  unto  him.  And  he  repaired  the 
altar  of  the  Lord  that  was  broken  down.  And  Elijah  took  twelve 
stones,  according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  the  sons  of 
Jacob,  unto  whom  the  word  of  the  Lord  came,  saying,  "Israel 
shall  be  thy  name":  and  with  the  stones  he  built  an  altar  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord:  and  he  made  a  trench  about  the  altar,  as  great 
as  would  contain  two  measures  of  seed.  And  he  put  the  wood 
in  order,  and  cut  the  bullock  in  pieces,  and  laid  him  on  the 
wood,  and  said,  "Fill  four  barrels  with  water,  and  pour  it  on 
the  burnt  sacrifice,  and  on  the  wood."  And  he  said,  "Do  it  the 
second  time."  And  they  did  it  the  second  time.  And  he  said, 
"Do  it  the  third  time."  And  they  did  it  the  third  time.  And  the 
water  ran  round  about  the  altar;  and  he  filled  the  trench  also 
•with  water. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  offering  of  the  evening 
sacrifice,  that  Elijah  the  prophet  came  near,  and  said,  "Lord 
God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  of  Israel,  let  it  be  known  this  day 
that  thou  art  God  in  Israel,  and  that  I  am  thy  servant,  and  that  I 
have  done  all  these  things  at  thy  word.  Hear  me,  O  Lord,  hear 
me,  that  this  people  may  know  that  thou  art  the  Lord  God,  and 
that  thou  hast  turned  their  heart  back  again." 

Then  the  fire  of  the  Lord  fell,  and  consumed  the  burnt  sacri- 
fice, and  the  wood,  and  the  stones,  and  the  dust,  and  licked  up 
the  water  that  was  in  the  trench.  And  when  all  the  people  saw 
it,  they  fell  on  their  faces:  and  they  said,  "The  Lord,  he  is  the 
God;  the  Lord,  he  is  the  God." 

And  Elijah  said  unto  them,  "Take  the  prophets  of  Baal;  let 
not  one  of  them  escape."  And  they  took  them:  and  Elijah 
brought  them  down  to  the  brook  Kishon,  and  slew  them  there. 
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And  Elijah  said  unto  Ahab,  "Get  thee  up,  eat  and  drink;  for 
there  is  a  sound  of  abundance  of  rain/' 

So  Ahab  went  up  to  eat  and  to  drink.  And  Elijah  went  up  to 
the  top  of  Carmel;  and  lie  cast  himself  down  upon  the  earth, 
and  put  his  face  between  his  knees,  and  said  to  his  servant,  "Go 
up  now,  look  toward  the  sea."  And  he  went  up,  and  looked, 
and  said,  "There  is  nothing."  And  he  said,  "Go  again  seven 
times." 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  seventh  time,  that  he  said,  "Be- 
hold, there  ariseth  a  little  cloud  out  of  the  sea,  like  a  man's 
hand."  And  he  said,  "Go  up,  say  unto  Ahab,  'Prepare  thy  char- 
iot, and  get  thee  down,  that  the  rain  stop  thee  not/" 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  mean  while,  that  the  heaven  was 
black  with  clouds  and  wind,  and  there  was  a  great  rain.  And 
Ahab  rode,  and  went  to  JezreeL  And  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
on  Elijah;  and  he  girded  up  his  loins,  and  ran  before  Ahab  to 
the  entrance  of  Jezreel. 

And  Ahab  told  Jezebel  all  that  Elijah  had  done,  and  withal 
how  he  had  slain  all  the  prophets  with  the  sword.  Then  Jezebel 
sent  a  messenger  unto  Elijah,  saying,  "So  let  the  gods  do  to  me, 
and  more  also,  if  I  make  not  thy  life  as  the  life  of  one  of  them 
by  to-morrow  about  this  time." 

And  when  he  saw  that,  he  arose,  and  went  for  his  life,  and 
came  to  Beer-sheba,  which  belongethtojudah,  and  left  his  serv- 
ant there.  But  he  himself  went  a  day's  journey  into  the  wilder- 
ness, and  came  and  sat  down  under  a  juniper  tree:  and  he  re- 
quested for  himself  that  he  might  die;  and  said,  "It  is  enough; 
now,  O  Lord,  take  away  my  life;  for  I  am  not  better  than  my 
fathers/' 

And  as  he  lay  and  slept  under  a  juniper  tree,  behold,  then  an 
angel  touched  him,  and  said  unto  him,  "Arise  and  eat/' 

And  he  looked,  and,  behold,  there  was  a  cake  baked  on  the 
coals,  and  a  cruse  of  water  at  his  head.  And  he  did  eat  and 
drink,  and  laid  him  down  again.  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came 
again  the  second  time,  and  touched  him,  and  said,  "Arise  and 
eat;  because  the  journey  is  too  great  for  thee. " 
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And  lie  arose,  and  did  eat  and  drink,  and  went  in  the  strength 
of  that  meat  forty  days  and  forty  nights  unto  Horeb  the  mount 
of  God.  And  he  came  thither  unto  a  cave,  and  lodged  there.  And, 
behold,  the  Lord  passed  by,  and  a  great  and  strong  wind  rent 
the  mountains,  and  broke  in  pieces  the  rocks  before  the  Lord; 
but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind:  and  after  the  wind  an  earth- 
quake; but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  earthquake:  and  after  the 
earthquake  a  fire;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  fire:  and  after  the 
fire  a  still  small  voice.  And  it  was  so,  when  Elijah  heard  it,  that 
he  wrapped  his  face  in  his  mantle,  and  went  out,  and  stood  in 
the  entering  in  of  the  cave.  And,  behold,  there  came  a  voice 
unto  him,  and  said, 

"What  doest  thou  here,  Elijah?" 

And  he  said,  "I  have  been  very  jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of 
hosts:  because  the  children  of  Israel  have  forsaken  thy  covenant, 
thrown  down  thine  altars,  and  slain  thy  prophets  with  the 
sword;  and  I,  even  I  only,  am  left;  and  they  seek  my  life,  to  take 
it  away." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Go,  return  on  thy  way  to  the 
wilderness  of  Damascus:  and  when  thou  comest,  anoint  Hazael 
to  be  king  over  Syria;  and  Jehu  the  son  of  Nimshi  shalt  thou 
anoint  to  be  king  over  Israel;  and  Elisha  the  son  of  Shaphat  of 
Abel-meholah  shalt  thou  anoint  to  be  prophet  in  thy  room.  And 
it  shall  come  to  pass  that  him  that  escapeth  the  sword  of  Hazael 
shall  Jehu  slay:  and  him  that  escapeth  from  the  sword  of  Jehu 
shall  Elisha  slay.  Yet  I  have  left  me  seven  thousand  in  Israel, 
all  the  knees  which  have  not  bowed  unto  Baal,  and  every  mouth 
which  hath  not  kissed  him." 

So  he  departed  thence,  and  found  Elisha  the  son  of  Shaphat, 
who  was  plowing  with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen  before  him,  and  he 
with  the  twelfth:  and  Elijah  passed  by  him,  and  cast  his  mantle 
upon  him.  And  he  left  the  oxen,  and  ran  after  Elijah,  and  said, 
"Let  me,  I  pray  thee,  kiss  my  father  and  my  mother,  and  then  I 
will  follow  thee."  And  he  said  unto  him,  "Go  back  again:  for 
what  have  I  done  to  thee?" 

And  he  returned  back  from  him,  and  took  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and 
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slew  them,  and  boiled  their  flesh  with  the  instruments  of  the 
oxen,  and  gave  unto  the  people,  and  they  did  eat.  Then  he  arose, 
and  went  after  Elijah,  and  ministered  unto  him. 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  that  Naboth  the  Jez- 
reelite  had  a  vineyard,  which  was  in  Jezreel,  hard  by  the  palace 
of  Ahab  king  of  Samaria.  And  Ahab  spoke  unto  Naboth,  saying, 
"Give  me  thy  vineyard,  that  I  may  have  it  for  a  garden  of  herbs, 
because  it  is  near  unto  my  house:  and  I  will  give  thee  for  it  a 
better  vineyard  than  it;  or,  if  it  seem  good  to  thee,  I  will  give 
thee  the  worth  of  it  in  money/' 

And  Naboth  said  to  Ahab,  "The  Lord  forbid  it  me,  that  I 
should  give  the  inheritance  of  my  fathers  unto  thee."  • 

And  Ahab  came  into  his  house  heavy  and  displeased  because 
of  the  word  which  Naboth  the  Jezreelite  had  spoken  to  him:  for 
he  had  said,  '1  will  not  give  thee  the  inheritance  of  my  fathers." 
And  he  laid  him  down  upon  his  bed,  and  turned  away  his  face, 
and  would  eat  no  bread. 

But  Jezebel  his  wife  came  to  him,  and  said  unto  him,  "Why 
is  thy  spirit  so  sad,  that  thou  eatest  no  bread?" 

And  he  said  unto  her,  "Because  I  spoke  unto  Naboth  the  Jez- 
reelite, and  said  unto  him,  'Give  me  thy  vineyard  for  money;  or 
else,  if  it  please  thee,  I  will  give  thee  another  vineyard  for  it': 
and  he  answered,  1  will  not  give  thee  my  vineyard. '" 

And  Jezebel  his  wife  said  unto  him,  "Dost  thou  now  govern 
the  kingdom  of  Israel?  arise,  and  eat  bread,  and  let  thine  heart 
be  merry:  I  will  give  thee  the  vineyard  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite. " 

So  she  wrote  letters  in  Ahab's  name,  and  sealed  them  with 
his  seal,  and  sent  the  letters  unto  the  elders  and  to  the  nobles 
that  were  in  his  city,  dwelling  with  Naboth.  And  she  wrote  in 
the  letters,  saying,  "Proclaim  a  fast,  and  set  Naboth  on  high 
among  the  people:  and  set  two  men,  sons  of  Belial,  before  him, 
to  bear  witness  against  him,  saying,  'Thou  didst  blaspheme 
God  and  the  king. '  And  then  carry  him  out,  and  stone  him,  that 
he  may  die/J 

And  the  men  of  his  city,  even  the  elders  and  the  nobles  who 
were  the  inhabitants  in  his  city,  did  as  Jezebel  had  sent  unto 
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them,  and  as  it  was  written  in  the  letters  which  she  had  sent 
unto  them.  They  proclaimed  a  fast,  and  set  Naboth  on  high 
among  the  people.  And  there  came  in  two  men,  children  of 
Belial,  and  sat  before  him:  and  the  men  of  Belial  witnessed 
against  him,  even  against  Naboth,  in  the  presence  of  the  people, 
saying,  "Naboth  did  blaspheme  God  and  the  king."  Then  they 
carried  him  forth  out  of  the  city,  and  stoned  him  with  stones, 
that  he  died. 

Then  they  sent  to  Jezebel,  saying,  "Naboth  is  stoned,  and  is 
dead."  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jezebel  heard  that  Naboth 
was  stoned,  and  was  dead,  that  Jezebel  said  to  Ahab,  "Arise, 
take  possession  of  the  vineyard  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite,  which 
he  refused  to  give  thee  for  money:  for  Naboth  is  not  alive,  but 
dead." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ahab  heard  that  Naboth  was  dead, 
that  Ahab  rose  up  to  go  down  to  the  vineyard  of  Naboth  the 
Jezreelite,  to  take  possession  of  it. 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  say- 
ing, "Arise,  go  down  to  meet  Ahab  king  of  Israel,  which  is  in 
Samaria:  behold,  he  is  in  the  vineyard  of  Naboth,  whither  he  is 
gone  down  to  possess  it.  And  thou  shalt  speak  unto  him,  saying, 
'Thus  saith  the  Lord,  "Hast  thou  killed,  and  also  taken  posses" 
sion?"'  And  thou  shalt  speak  unto  him,  saying,  'Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  "In  the  place  where  dogs  licked  the  blood  of  Naboth  shall 
dogs  lick  thy  blood,  even  thine."1" 

And  Ahab  said  to  Elijah,  "Hast  thou  found  me,  O  mine 
enemy?" 

And  he  answered,  "I  have  found  thee:  because  thou  hast  sold 
thyself  to  work  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  Behold,  I  will  bring 
evil  upon  thee,  and  will  take  away  thy  posterity,  and  will  cut 
off  from  Ahab  him  that  pisseth  against  the  wall,  and  him  that  is 
shut  up  and  left  in  Israel,  and  will  make  thine  house  like  the 
house  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  and  like  the  house  of  Baasha 
the  son  of  Ahijah,  for  the  provocation  wherewith  thou  hast  pro- 
voked me  to  anger,  and  made  Israel  to  sin.  And  of  Jezebel  also 
spoke  the  Lord,  saying,  The  dogs  shall  eat  Jezebel  by  the  wall 
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of  JezreeL '  Him  that  dieth  of  Ahab  in  the  city  the  dogs  shall  eat; 
and  him  that  dieth  in  the  field  shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ahab  heard  those  words,  that  he 
rent  his  clothes,  and  put  sackcloth  upon  his  flesh,  and  fasted, 
and  lay  in  sackcloth,  and  went  softly.  And  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  to  Elijah  the  Tishbite,  saying,  "Seest  thou  how  Ahab 
humbleth  himself  before  me?  because  he  humbleth  himself  be- 
fore me,  I  will  not  bring  the  evil  in  his  days:  but  in  his  son's 
days  will  I  bring  the  evil  upon  his  house." 
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THE  DIVISION  Between  the  First  and  Second  Books  of  the  Kings  is 
•purely  artificial,  as  there  is  no  Break  in  the  narrative  or  alteration  of 
point  of  view ,  except  that  the  account  of  tke  aftual  fall  of  Jerusalem  was 
written  later  than  the  rest  during  the  Exile.  There  is,  however,  a  strife- 
ing  contrast  of  charader  between  the  protagonists  of  tke  two  works.  The 
stern  and  solitary  Elijah,  cowing  out  of  the  wilderness  and  retiring  into 
it,  dramatic  and  mysterious,  irreconcilable  in  his  hostility  to  the  reign- 
ing powers  of  his  day,  was  of  tke  type  later  seen  in  Amos  and  John  the 
Baptist.  The  milder  jigure  of  his  disciple  Elisha,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
that  of  one  who  Belongs  to  a  movement  instead  of  initiating  it.  His  is 
emphatically  the  world  of  men;  the  "sons  of  the  prophets"  in  whose 
company  he  is  found  is  a  semiprofessional  association;  in  fomenting  the 
rebellion  of  Jehu  he  enters  diredly  into  political  life,  and,  as  regards 
statesmanship,  unwisely  so,  since  however  leneficial  Jehu's  fidelity  to  the 
religion  of  Jehovah  may  have  been  his  ruthless  slaughter  of  the  opposing 
faflion  further  weakened  the  strength  of  the  kingdom.  The  hope  of  exer- 
cising direfl  influence  upon  the  monarchy  was  often  present  to  the  proph- 
ets and  in  the  case  of  Isaiah  was  superBIy  realized,  lout  it  was  very  dan- 
gerous to  their  independence  and  integrity,  as  the  attainment  of  political 
influence  Brought  with  it  great  temptations  to  corruption.  In  the  years 
following  Elisha  the  order  fell  into  such  disrepute  that  Amos,  who  was 
to  inaugurate  the  prophetic  revival  of  the  seventh  century,  stoutly  de- 
clared that  he  was  "neither  a  prophet  nor  the  son  of  a  prophet. " 

Of  special  interest  in  the  Second  Book  of  the  Kings  are  the  accounts  of 
the  reigns  of  He#ekiah  and  Josiah:  the  former  for  its  references  to  Isaiah 
and  its  story  of  Sennacherib's  strange  defeat,  also  mentioned  By  Herodo- 
tus But  attributed  by  him  to  an  incursion  of  field  mice  which  gnawed 
away  the  Bowstrings  of  the  Assyrian  warriors — from  which  some  mod- 
ern critics  have  inferred  that  the  Assyrian  army  succumbed  to  an  attack 
of  the  BuBonic  plague  frequently  carried  By  rodents;  the  narrative  of  the 
reign  of  Josiah  still  more  significant  for  its  precious  account*  of  the  dis- 
covery of  the  all-important  Book  of  Deuteronomy. 
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The  Miracles  ofElisha 

A  ND  IT  CAME  TO  PASS,  when  the  Lord  would  take  up  Elijah 
zl_  into  heaven  by  a  whirlwind,  that  Elijah  went  with  Elisha 
from  Gilgal.  And  Elijah  said  unto  Elisha,  "Tarry  here,  I  pray 
thee;  for  the  Lord  hath  sent  me  to  Beth-el."  And  Elisha  said  unto 
him,  "As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave 
thee/' 

So  they  went  down  to  Beth-el.  And  the  sons  of  the  prophets 
that  were  at  Beth-el  came  forth  to  Elisha,  and  said  unto  him, 
"Knowest  thou  that  the  Lord  will  take  away  thy  master  from 
thy  head  to-day?"  And  he  said,  "Yea,  I  know  it;  hold  ye  your 
peace." 

And  Elijah  said  unto  him,  "Elisha,  tarry  here,  I  pray  thee;  for 
the  Lord  hath  sent  me  to  Jericho."  And  he  said,  "As  the  Lord 
liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee." 

So  they  came  to  Jericho.  And  the  sons  of  the  prophets  that 
were  at  Jericho  came  to  Elisha,  and  said  unto  him,  "Knowest 
thou  that  the  Lord  will  take  away  thy  master  from  thy  head  to- 
day?" And  he  answered,  "Yea,  I  know  it;  hold  ye  your  peace." 

And  Elijah  said  unto  him,  "Tarry,  I  pray  thee,  here;  for  the 
Lord  hath  sent  me  to  Jordan."  And  he  said,  "As  the  Lord  liveth, 
and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee." 

And  they  two  went  on.  And  fifty  men  of  the  sons  of  the  proph- 
ets went,  and  stood  to  view  afar  off:  and  they  two  stood  by 
Jordan.  And  Elijah  took  his  mantle,  and  wrapped  it  together, 
and  smote  the  waters,  and  they  were  divided  hither  and  thither, 
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so  that  they  two  went  over  on  dry  ground.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  they  were  gone  over,  that  Elijah  said  unto  Elisha, 

"Ask  what  I  shall  do  for  thee,  before  I  be  taken  away  from  thee. " 

And  Elisha  said,  T  pray  thee,  let  a  double  portion  of  thy 
spirit  be  upon  me." 

And  he  said,  "Thou  hast  asked  a  hard  thing:  nevertheless,  if 
thou  see  me  when  I  am  taken  from  thee,  it  shall  be  so  unto  thee; 
but  if  not,  it  shall  not  be  so." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  still  went  on,  and  talked,  that, 
behold,  there  appeared  a  chariot  of  fire,  and  horses  of  fire,  and 
parted  them  both  asunder;  and  Elijah  went  up  by  a  whirlwind 
into  heaven.  And  Elisha  saw  it,  and  he  cried, 

"My  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  Israel,  and  the  horsemen 
thereof! " 

And  he  saw  him  no  more:  and  he  took  hold  of  his  own  clothes, 
and  rent  them  in  two  pieces.  He  took  up  also  the  mantle  of 
Elijah  that  fell  from  him,  and  went  back,  and  stood  by  the  bank 
of  Jordan.  And  he  took  the  mantle  of  Elijah  that  fell  from  him, 
and  smote  the  waters,  and  said, 

"Where  is  the  Lord  God  of  Elijah?" 

And  when  he  also  had  smitten  the  waters,  they  parted  hither 
and  thither:  and  Elisha  went  over.  And  when  the  sons  of  the 
prophets  which  were  to  view  at  Jericho  saw  him,  they  said, 

"The  spirit  of  Elijah  doth  rest  on  Elisha." 

And  they  came  to  meet  him,  and  bowed  themselves  to  the 
ground  before  him.  And  they  said  unto  him,  "Behold  now,  there 
be  with  thy  servants  fifty  strong  men;  let  them  go,  we  pray  thee, 
and  seek  thy  master:  lest  peradventure  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
hath  taken  him  up,  and  cast  him  upon  some  mountain,  or  into 
some  valley." 

And  he  said,  "Ye  shall  not  send."  And  when  they  urged  him 
till  he  was  ashamed,  he  said,  "Send!"  They  sent  therefore  fifty 
men;  and  they  sought  three  days,  but  found  him  not.  And  when 
they  came  again  to  him  (for  he  tarried  at  Jericho),  he  said  unto 
them,  "Did  I  not  say  unto  you,  'Go  not'?" 
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And  the  men  of  the  city  said  unto  Elisha,  "Behold,  I  pray 
thee,  the  situation  of  this  city  is  pleasant,  as  my  lord  seeth:  but 
the  water  is  naught,  and  the  ground  barren." 

And  he  said,  "Bring  me  a  new  cruse,  and  put  salt  therein." 

And  they  brought  it  to  him.  And  he  went  forth  unto  the 
spring  of  the  waters,  and  cast  the  salt  in  there,  and  said,  "Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  1  have  healed  these  waters;  there  shall  not  be 
from  thence  any  more  death  or  barren  land/" 

So  the  waters  were  healed  unto  this  day,  according  to  the 
saying  of  Elisha  which  he  spoke. 

And  he  went  up  from  thence  unto  Beth-el;  and  as  he  was 
going  up  by  the  way,  there  came  forth  little  children  out  of  the 
city,  and  mocked  him,  and  said  unto  him,  "Go  up,  thou  bald 
head;  go  up,  thou  bald  head/' 

And  he  turned  back,  and  looked  on  them,  and  cursed  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  there  came  forth  two  she-bears 
out  of  the  wood,  and  tore  forty  and  two  children  of  them. 

Andjie  went  from  thence  to  Mount  Carmel,  and  from  thence 
he  returned  to  Samaria. 

And  Mesha  king  of  Moab  was  a  sheepmaster,  and  rendered 
unto  the  king  of  Israel  a  hundred  thousand  lambs,  and  a  hundred 
thousand  rams,  with  the  wool  But  it  came  to  pass,  when  Ahab 
was  dead,  that  the  king  of  Moab  rebelled  against  the  king  of 
Israel 

And  King  Jehoram  went  out  of  Samaria  the  same  time,  and 
numbered  all  Israel.  And  he  went  and  sent  to  Jehoshaphat  the 
king  of  Judah,  saying,  "The  king  of  Moab  hath  rebelled  against 
me:  wilt  thou  go  with  me  against  Moab  to  battle?" 

And  he  said,  "I  will  go  up:  I  am  as  thou  art,  my  people  as  thy 
people,  and  my  horses  as  thy  horses." 

And  he  said,  "Which  way  shall  we  go  up?" 

And  he  answered,  "The  way  through  the  wilderness  of  Edom/' 

So  the  king  of  Israel  went,  and  the  king  of  Judah,  and  the  king 
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of  Edom:  and  they  fetched,  a  compass  of  seven  days'  journey: 
and  there  was  no  water  for  the  host,  and  for  the  cattle  that  fol- 
lowed them.  And  the  king  of  Israel  said,  "Alas!  that  the  Lord 
hath  called  these  three  kings  together,  to  deliver  them  into  the 
hand  of  Moab ! " 

But  Jehoshaphat  said,  "Is  there  not  here  a  prophet  of  the 
Lord,  that  we  may  enquire  of  the  Lord  by  him?" 

And  one  of  the  king  of  Israel's  servants  answered  and  said, 
"Here  is  Elisha  the  son  of  Shaphat,  which  poured  water  on  the 
hands  of  Elijah." 

And  Jehoshaphat  said,  "The  word  of  the  Lord  is  with  him." 

So  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  and  the  king  of  Edom 
went  down  to  him.  And  Elisha  said  unto  the  king  of  Israel, 
"What  have  I  to  do  with  thee?  get  thee  to  the  prophets  of  thy 
father,  and  to  the  prophets  of  thy  mother." 

And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  him,  "Nay:  for  the  Lord  hath 
called  these  three  kings  together,  to  deliver  them  into  the  hand 
of  Moab." 

And  Elisha  said,  "As  the  Lord  of  hosts  liveth,  before  whom 
I  stand,  surely,  were  it  not  that  I  regard  the  presence  of  Jehosh^ 
aphat  the  king  of  Judah,  I  would  not  look  toward  thee,  nor  to 
see  thee.  But  now  bring  me  a  minstrel." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  minstrel  played,  that  the  hand 
of  the  Lord  came  upon  him.  And  he  said,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
'Make  this  valley  full  of  ditches/  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  'Ye 
shall  not  see  wind,  neither  shall  ye  see  rain;  yet  that  valley  shall 
be  filled  with  water,  that  ye  may  drink,  both  ye,  and  your 
cattle,  and  your  beasts.'  And  this  is  but  a  light  thing  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord:  he  will  deliver  the  Moabites  also  into  your 
hand.  And  ye  shall  smite  every  fenced  city,  and  every  choice 
city,  and  shall  fell  every  good  tree,  and  stop  all  wells  of  water, 
and  mar  every  good  piece  of  land  with  stones." 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning,  when  the  meat  offering 
was  offered,  that,  behold,  there  came  water  by  the  way  of  Edom, 
and  the  country  was  filled  with  water* 
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And  when  all  the  Moabites  heard  that  the  kings  were  come 
up  to  fight  against  them,  they  gathered  all  that  were  able  to  put 
on  armour,  and  upward,  and  stood  in  the  border.  And  they  rose 
up  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  sun  shone  upon  the  water,  and 
the  Moabites  saw  the  water  on  the  other  side  as  red  as  blood; 
and  they  said,  "This  is  blood:  the  kings  are  surely  slain,  and 
they  have  smitten  one  another:  now  therefore,  Moab ,  to  the  sp  oil " 

And  when  they  came  to  the  camp  of  Israel,  the  Israelites  rose 
up  and  smote  the  Moabites,  so  that  they  fled  before  them:  but 
they  went  forward  smiting  the  Moabites,  even  in  their  country. 
And  they  beat  down  the  cities,  and  on  every  good  piece  of  land 
cast  every  man  his  stone,  and  filled  it;  and  they  stopped  all  the 
wells  of  water,  and  felled  all  the  good  trees:  only  in  Kir-haraseth 
left  they  the  stones  thereof;  howbeit  the  slingers  went  about  it, 
and  smote  it. 

Now  there  cried  a  certain  woman  of  the  wives  of  the  sons  of 
the  prophets  unto  Elisha,  saying,  "Thy  servant  my  husband  is 
dead;  and  thou  knowest  that  thy  servant  did  fear  the  Lord:  and 
the  creditor  is  come  to  take  unto  him  my  two  sons  to  be  bond- 
men." 

And  Elisha  said  unto  her,  "What  shall  I  do  for  thee?  tell  me, 
what  hast  thou  in  the  house?" 

And  she  said,  "Thine  handmaid  hath  not  any  thing  in  the 
house,  save  a  pot  of  oil/' 

Then  he  said,  "Go,  borrow  thee  vessels  abroad  of  all  thy 
neighbours,  even  empty  vessels;  borrow  not  a  few.  And  when 
thou  art  come  in,  thou  shalt  shut  the  door  upon  thee  and  upon 
thy  sons,  and  shalt  pour  out  into  all  those  vessels,  and  thou 
shalt  set  aside  that  which  is  full." 

So  she  went  from  him,  and  shut  the  door  upon  her  and  upon 
her  sons,  who  brought  the  vessels  to  her;  and  she  poured  out. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  vessels  were  full,  that  she  said 
unto  her  son,  "Bring  me  yet  a  vessel"  And  he  said  unto  her, 
"There  is  not  a  vessel  more."  And  the  oil  stayed. 

Then  she  came  and  told  the  man  of  God.  And  he  said,  "Go, 
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sell  the  oil,  and  pay  thy  debt,  and  live  thou  and  thy  children  of 
the  rest." 

And  it  fell  on  a  day,  that  Elisha  passed  to  Shunem,  where 
was  a  great  woman;  and  she  constrained  him  to  eat  bread.  And 
so  it  was  that  as  oft  as  he  passed  by,  he  turned  in  thither  to  eat 
bread.  And  she  said  unto  her  husband,  "Behold  now,  I  perceive 
that  this  is  a  holy  man  of  God,  which  passeth  by  us  continually. 
Let  us  make  a  little  chamber,  I  pray  thee,  on  the  wall;  and  let  us 
set  for  him  there  a  bed,  and  a  table,  and  a  stool,  and  a  candle- 
stick: and  it  shall  be,  when  he  cometh  to  us,  that  he  shall  turn  in 
thither." 

And  it  fell  on  a  day,  that  he  came  thither,  and  he  turned  into 
the  chamber,  and  lay  there.  And  he  said  to  Gehazi  his  servant, 
"Call  this  Shunammite." 

And  when  he  had  called  her,  she  stood  before  him.  And  he 
said  unto  him,  "Say  now  unto  her,  'Behold,  thou  hast  been  care- 
ful for  us  with  all  this  care;  what  is  to  be  done  for  thee?  would- 
est  thou  be  spoken  for  to  the  king,  or  to  the  captain  of  the  host?'" 

And  she  answered,  "I  dwell  among  mine  own  people/' 

And  he  said,  "What  then  is  to  be  done  for  her?"  And  Gehazi 
answered,  "Verily  she  hath  no  child,  and  her  husband,  is  old." 

And  he  said,  "Call  her."  And  when  he  had  called  her,  she 
stood  in  the  door.  And  he  said,  "About  this  season,  according  to 
the  time  of  life,  thou  shalt  embrace  a  son."  And  she  said,  "Nay, 
my  lord,  thou  man  of  God,  do  not  lie  unto  thine  handmaid." 

And  the  woman  conceived,  and  bore  a  son  at  that  season  that 
Elisha  had  said  unto  her,  according  to  the  time  of  life.  And  when 
the  child  was  grown,  it  fell  on  a  day,  that  he  went  out  to  his 
father  to  the  reapers. 

And  he  said  unto  his  father,  "My  head,  my  head." 

And  he  said  to  a  lad,  "Carry  him  to  his  mother/' 

And  when  he  had  taken  him,  and  brought  him  to  his  mother, 
he  sat  on  her  knees  till  noon,  and  then  died.  And  she  went  up, 
and  laid  him  on  the  bed  of  the  man  of  God,  and  shut  the  door 
upon  him,  and  went  out. 
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And  she  called  unto  her  husband,  and  said,  "Send  me,  I  pray 
thee,  one  of  the  young  men,  and  one  of  the  asses,  that  I  may  run 
to  the  man  of  God,  and  come  again/'  And  he  said,  "Wherefore 
wilt  thou  go  to  him  to-day?  it  is  neither  new  moon,  nor  sabbath." 
And  she  said,  "It  shall  be  well." 

Then  she  saddled  an  ass,  and  said  to  her  servant,  "Drive,  and 
go  forward;  slack  not  thy  riding  for  me,  except  I  bid  thee/' 

So  she  went  and  came  unto  the  man  of  God  to  Mount  Car- 
mel.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  man  of  God  saw  her  afar  off, 
that  he  said  to  Gehazi  his  servant,  "Behold,  yonder  is  that  Shu- 
nammite.  Run  now,  I  pray  thee,  to  meet  her,  and  say  unto  her,  Is 
it  well  with  thee?  is  it  well  with  thy  husband?  is  it  well  with 
the  child? '"  And  she  answered,  "It  is  well/' 

And  when  she  came  to  the  man  of  God  to  the  hill,  she  caught 
him  by  the  feet:  but  Gehazi  came  near  to  thrust  her  away.  And 
the  man  of  God  said,  "Let  her  alone;  for  her  soul  is  vexed  within 
her:  and  the  Lord  hath  hid  it  from  me,  and  hath  not  told  me/' 

Then  she  said,  "Did  I  desire  a  son  of  my  lord?  did  I  not  say, 
'Do  not  deceive  me'?" 

Then  he  said  to  Gehazi,  "Gird  up  thy  loins,  and  take  my  staff 
in  thine  hand,  and  go  thy  way:  if  thou  meet  any  man,  salute  him 
not;  and  if  any  salute  thee,  answer  him  not  again:  and  lay  my 
staff  upon  the  face  of  the  child/' 

And  the  mother  of  the  child  said,  "As  the  Lord  liveth,  and 
as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee/'  And  he  arose,  and  fol- 
lowed her. 

And  Gehazi  passed  on  before  them,  and  laid  the  staff  upon 
the  face  of  the  child;  but  there  was  neither  voice,  nor  hearing. 
Wherefore  he  went  again  to  meet  him,  and  told  him,  saying, 
"The  child  is  not  awaked." 

And  when  Elisha  was  come  into  the  house,  behold,  the  child 
was  dead,  and  laid  upon  his  bed.  He  went  in  therefore,  and  shut 
the  door  upon  them  twain,  and  prayed  unto  the  Lord.  And  he 
went  up,  and  lay  upon  the  child,  and  put  his  mouth  upon  his 
mouth,  and  his  eyes  upon  his  eyes,  and  his  hands  upon  his  hands: 
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and  lie  stretched  himself  upon  the  child;  and  the  flesh  of  the 
child  waxed  warm.  Then  he  returned,  and  walked  in  the  house 
to  and  fro;  and  went  up,  and  stretched  himself  upon  him:  and 
the  child  sneezed  seven  times,  and  the  child  opened  his  eyes. 

And  he  called  Gehazi,  and  said,  "Call  this  Shunammite/'  So 
he  called  her.  And  when  she  was  come  in  unto  him,  he  said, 
Take  up  thy  son."  Then  she  went  in,  and  fell  at  his  feet,  and 
bowed  herself  to  the  ground,  and  took  up  her  son,  and  went  out. 

And  Elisha  came  again  to  Gilgal:  and  there  was  a  dearth  in 
the  land;  and  the  sons  of  the  prophets  were  sitting  before  him: 
and  he  said  unto  his  servant,  "Set  on  the  great  pot,  and  seethe 
pottage  for  the  sons  of  the  prophets.'* 

And  one  went  out  into  the  field  to  gather  herbs,  and  found  a 
wild  vine,  and  gathered  thereof  wild  gourds  his  lap  full,  and 
came  and  shred  them  into  the  pot  of  pottage:  for  they  knew 
them  not.  So  they  poured  out  for  the  men  to  eat.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  as  they  were  eating  of  the  pottage,  that  they  cried  out,  and 
said, 

"O  thou  man  of  God,  there  is  death  in  the  pot/' 

And  they  could  not  eat  thereof.  But  he  said,  Then  bring 
meal/'  And  he  cast  it  into  the  pot;  and  he  said,  "Pour  out  for 
the  people,  that  they  may  eat." 

And  there  was  no  harm  in  the  pot. 

'  Now  Naaman,  captain  of  the  host  of  the  king  of  Syria,  was 
a  great  man  with  his  master,  and  honourable,  because  by  him 
the  Lord  had  given  deliverance  unto  Syria:  he  was  also  a  mighty 
man  in  valour,  but  he  was  a  leper.  And  the  Syrians  had  gone  out 
by  companies,  and  had  brought  away  captive  out  of  the  land  of 
Israel  a  little  maid;  and  she  waited  on  Naaman 's  wife.  And  she 
said  unto  his  mistress,  "Would  God  my  lord  were  with  the 
prophet  that  is  in  Samaria!  for  he  would  recover  him  of  his 
leprosy." 
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And  one  went  in,  and  told  his  lord,  saying,  "Thus  and  thus 
said  the  maid  that  is  of  the  land  of  Israel" 

And  the  king  of  Syria  said,  "Go  to,  go,  and  I  will  send  a 
letter  unto  the  king  of  Israel" 

And  he  departed,  and  took  with  him  ten  talents  of  silver, 
and  six  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  ten  changes  of  raiment. 
And  he  brought  the  letter  to  the  king  of  Israel,  saying,  "Now 
when  this  letter  is  come  unto  thee,  behold,  I  have  therewith 
sent  Naaman  my  servant  to  thee,  that  thou  mayest  recover  him 
of  his  leprosy/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  of  Israel  had  read  the 
letter,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  said,  "Am  I  God,  to  kill  and 
to  make  alive,  that  this  man  doth  send  unto  me  to  recover  a  man 
of  his  leprosy?  wherefore  consider,  I  pray  you,  and  see  how  he 
seeketh  a  quarrel  against  me." 

And  it  was  so,  when  Elisha  the  man  of  God  had  heard  that 
the  king  of  Israel  had  rent  his  clothes,  that  he  sent  to  the  king, 
saying,  "Wherefore  hast  thou  rent  thy  clothes?  let  him  come 
now  to  me,  and  he  shall  know  that  there  is  a  prophet  in  Israel" 

So  Naaman  came  with  his  horses  and  with  his  chariot,  and 
stood  at  the  door  of  the  house  of  Elisha.  And  Elisha  sent  a  mes- 
senger unto  him,  saying,  "Go  and  wash  in  Jordan  seven  times, 
and  thy  flesh  shall  come  again  to  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  clean." 

But  Naaman  was  wroth,  and  went  away,  and  said,  "Behold, 
I  thought,  'He  will  surely  come  out  to  me,  and  stand,  and  call  on 
the  name  of  the  Lord  his  God,  and  strike  his  hand  over  the  place, 
and  recover  the  leper. '  Are  not  Abana  andPharpar,  rivers  of  Da- 
mascus, better  than  all  the  waters  of  Israel?  may  I  not  wash  in 
them,  an<^  be  clean?"  So  he  turned  and  went  away  in  a  rage. 

And  his  servants  came  near,  and  spoke  unto  him,  and  said, 
"My  father,"  if  the  prophet  had  bid  thee  do  some  great  thing, 
wouldest  thou  not  have  done  it?  how  much  rather  then,  when  he 
saith  to  thee,  'Wash,  and  be  clean'?" 

Then  went  he  down,  and  dipped  himself  seven  times  in  Jor- 
dan, according  to  the  saying  of  the  man  of  God:  and  his  flesh 
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came  again  like  unto  the  flesh  of  a  little  child,  and  ke  was  clean. 
And  ke  returned  to  tke  man  of  God,  ke  and  all  kis  company,  and 
came,  and  stood  before  kim:  and  ke  said,  "Behold,  now  I  know 
tkat  tkere  is  no  God  in  all  tke  earth,  but  in  Israel:  now  therefore, 
I  pray  thee,  take  a  blessing  of  tky  servant." 

But  ke  said,  "As  tke  Lord  livetk,  before  wkom  I  stand,  I  will 
receive  none/'  And  ke  urged  kim  to  take  it;  but  ke  refused. 

And  Naaman  said,  "Shall  tkere  not  tken,  I  pray  tkee,  be  given 
to  tky  servant  two  mules'  burden  of  eartk?  for  tky  servant  will 
kencefortk  offer  neitker  burnt  offering  nor  sacrifice  unto  otker 
gods,  but  unto  tke  Lord.  In  tkis  tking  tke  Lord  pardon  tky  serv- 
ant, tkat  wken  my  master  goetk  into  tke  kouse  of  Rimmon  to 
worskip  tkere,  and  ke  leanetk  on  my  kand,  and  I  bow  myself  in 
tke  kouse  of  Rimmon:  wken  I  bow  down  myself  in  tke  kouse  of 
Rimmon,  tke  Lord  pardon  tky  servant  in  tkis  thing. " 

And  ke  said  unto  kim,  "Go  in' peace."  So  ke  departed  from 
kim  a  little  way. 

But  Gekazi,  tke  servant  of  Eliska  tke  man  of  God,  said,  "Be- 
kold,  my  master  katk  spared  Naaman  tkis  Syrian,  in  not  receiv- 
ing at  kis  kands  tkat  wkick  ke  brougkt:  but,  as  tke  Lord  livetk, 
I  will  run  after  kim,  and  take  somewkat  of  kim/' 

So  Gekazi  followed  after  Naaman.  And  wken  Naaman  saw 
kim  running  after  kim,  ke  ligkted  down  from  tke  ckariot  to  meet 
kim,  and  said,  "Is  all  well?" 

And  ke  said,  "All  is  well.  My  master  katk  sent  me,  saying, 
'Behold,  even  now  there  be  come  to  me  from  Mount  Epkraim 
two  young  men  of  tke  sons  of  tke  propkets:  give  them,  I  pray 
thee,  a  talent  of  silver,  and  two  changes  of  garments/" 

And  Naaman  said,  "Be  content,  take  two  talents/'  And  he 
urged  him,  and  bound  two  talents  of  silver  in  two  bags,  with 
two  changes  of  garments,  and  laid  tkem  upon  two  of  kis  serv- 
ants; and  tkey  bore  them  before  him.  And  when  he  came  to  the 
tower,  he  took  them  from  their  hand,  and  bestowed  them  in  tke 
kouse:  and  ke  let  tke  men  go,  and  tkey  departed. 

But  he  went  in,  and  stood  before  his  master.  And  Elisha  said 
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unto  him,  "Whence  comest  thou,  Gehazi?"  And  he  said,  "Thy 
servant  went  no  whither/'  And  he  said  unto  him,  "Went  not 
mine  heart  with  thee,  when  the  man  turned  again  from  his  char- 
iot to  meet  thee?  Is  it  a  time  to  receive  money,  and  to  receive 
garments,  and  oliveyards,  and  vineyards,  and  sheep,  and  oxen, 
and  menservants,  and  maidservants?  The  leprosy  therefore  of 
Naaman  shall  cleave  unto  thee,  and  unto  thy  seed  for  ever."  And 
he  went  out  from  his  presence>  leper  as  white  as  snow. 

And  the  sons  of  the  prophets  said  unto  Elisha,  "Behold  now, 
the  place  where  we  dwell  with  thee  is  too  strait  for  us.  Let  us 
go,  we  pray  thee,  unto  Jordan,  and  take  thence  every  man  a  beam, 
and  let  us  make  us  a  place  there,  where  we  may  dwell/' 

And  he  answered,  "Go  ye." 

And  one  said,  "Be  content,  I  pray  thee,  and  go  with  thy  serv- 
ants." 

And  he  answered,  "I  will  go/' 

So  he  went  with  them.  And  when  they  came  to  Jordan,  they 
cut  down  wood.  But  as  one  was  felling  a  beam,  the  ax  head  fell 
into  the  water;  and  he  cried,  and  said,  "Alas,  master ! "  for  it  was 
borrowed. 

And  the  man  of  God  said,  "Where  fell  it?"  And  he  showed 
him  the  place.  And  he  cut  down  a  stick,  and  cast  it  in  thither; 
and  the  iron  did  swim.  Therefore  said  he,  "Take  it  up  to  thee." 
And  he  put  out  his  hand,  and  took  it. 

Then  the  king  of  Syria  warred  against  Israel,  and  took  counsel 
with  his  servants,  saying,  "In  such  and  such  a  place  shall  be  my 
camp/' 

And  the  man  of  God  sent  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  saying,  "Be- 
ware that  thou  pass  not  such  a  place;  for  thither  the  Syrians  are 
come  down/' 

And  the  king  of  Israel  sent  to  the  place  which  the  man  of 
God  told  him  and  warned  him  of,  and  saved  himself  there,  not 
once  nor  twice. 

Therefore  the  heart  of  the  king  of  Syria  was  sore  troubled  for 
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this  thing;  and  he  called  his  servants,  and  said  unto  them,  "Will 
ye  not  show  me  which  of  us  is  for  the  king  of  Israel?" 

And  one  of  his  servants  said,  "None,  my  lord,  O  king:  but 
Elisha,  the  prophet  that  is  in  Israel,  telleth  the  king  of  Israel 
the  words  that  thou  speakest  in  thy  bedchamber/' 

And  he  said,  "Go  and  spy  where  he  is,  that  I  may  send  and 
fetch  him."  And  it  was  told  him,  saying,  "Behold,  he  is  in  Do- 
than."  Therefore  sent  he  thither  horses,  and  chariots,  and  a  great 
host:  and  they  came  by  night,  and  compassed  the  city  about. 

And  when  the  servant  of  the  man  of  God  was  risen  early,  and 
gone  forth,  behold,  a  host  compassed  the  city  both  with  horses 
and  chariots.  And  his  servant  said  unto  him,  "Alas,  my  master! 
how  shall  we  do?" 

And  he  answered,  "Fear  not:  for  they  that  be  with  us  are  more 
than  they  that  be  with  them." 

And  Elisha  prayed,  and  said,  "Lord,  I  pray  thee,  open  his 
eyes,  that  he  may  see."  And  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
young  man;  and  he  saw:  and,  behold,  the  mountain  was  full  of 
horses  and  chariots  of  fire  round  about  Elisha. 

And  when  they  came  down  to  him,  Elisha  prayed  unto  the 
Lord,  and  said,  "Smite  this  people,  I  pray  thee,  with  blindness." 
And  he  smote  them  with  blindness  according  to  the  word  of 
Elisha. 

And  Elisha  said  unto  them,  "This  is  not  the  way,  neither  is 
this  the  city:  follow  me,  and  I  will  bring  you  to  the  man  whom 
ye  seek"  But  he  led  them  to  Samaria. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come  into  Samaria, 
that  Elisha  said,  "Lord,  open  the  eyes  of  these  men,  that  they 
may  see."  And  the  Lord  opened  their  eyes,  and  they  saw;  and, 
behold,  they  were  in  the  midst  of  Samaria. 

And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Elisha,  when  he  saw  them, 
"My  father,  shall  I  smite  them?  shall  I  smite  them?" 

And  he  answered,  "Thou  shalt  not  smite  them:  wouldest  thou 
smite  those  whom  thou  hast  taken  captive  with  thy  sword  and 
with  thy  bow?  set  bread  and  water  before  them,  that  they  may 
eat  and  drink,  and  go  to  their  master/' 
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And  he  prepared  great  provision  for  them:  and  when  they 
had  eaten  and  drunk,  he  sent  them  away,  and  they  went  to  their 
master.  So  the  bands  of  Syria  came  no  more  into  the  land  of 
Israel. 

And  Elisha  came  to  Damascus;  and  Ben-hadad  the  king  of 
Syria  was  sick;  and  it  was  told  him,  saying,  "The  man  of  God  is 
come  hither/' 

And  the  king  said  unto  Hazael,  "Take  a  present  in  thine  hand, 
and  go,  meet  the  man  of  God,  and  enquire  of  the  Lord  by  him, 
saying,  'Shall  I  recover  of  this  disease?"' 

So  Hazael  went  to  meet  him,  and  took  a  present  with  him, 
even  of  every  good  thing  of  Damascus,  forty  camels'  burden, 
and  came  and  stood  before  him,  and  said,  "Thy  son  Ben-hadad 
king  of  Syria  hath  sent  me  to  thee,  saying,  'Shall  I  recover  of 
this  disease?"' 

And  Elisha  said  unto  him,  "Go,  say  unto  him,  'Thou  mayest 
certainly  recover':  howbeit  the  Lord  hath  showed  me  that  he 
shall  surely  die."  And  he  settled  his  countenance  steadfastly,  un- 
til he  was  ashamed:  and  the  man  of  God  wept. 

And  Hazael  said,  "Why  weepeth  my  lord?" 

And  he  answered,  "Because  I  know  the  evil  that  thou  wilt  do 
unto  the  children  of  Israel:  their  strong  holds  wilt  thou  set  on 
fire,  and  their  young  men  wilt  thou  slay  with  the  sword,  and 
wilt  dash  their  children,  and  rip  up  their  women  with  child." 

And  Hazael  said,  "But  what,  is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he 
should  do  this  great  thing?" 

And  Elisha  answered,  "The  Lord  hath  showed  me  that  thou 
shalt  be  king  over  Syria." 

So  he  departed  from  Elisha,  and  came  to  his  master,  who 
said  to  him,  "What  said  Elisha  to  thee?"  And  he  answered,  "He 
told  me  that  thou  shouldest  surely  recover." 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  he  took  a  thick 
cloth,  and  dipped  it  in  water,  and  spread  it  on  his  face,  so  that 
he  died:  and  Hazael  reigned  in  his  stead. 
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Cons-piracy  of  Jehu 

And  Elisha  the  prophet  called  one  of  the  children  of  the  proph- 
ets, and  said  unto  him,  "Gird  up  thy  loins,  and  take  this  box  of 
oil  in  thine  hand,  and  go  to  Ramoth-gilead:  and  when  thou  com- 
est  thither,  look  out  there  Jehu  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of 
Nimshi,  and  go  in,  and  make  him  arise  up  from  among  his  breth- 
ren, and  carry  him  to  an  inner  chamber.  Then  take  the  box  of 
oil,  and  pour  it  on  his  head,  and  say,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord,  "I 
have  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel."*  Then  open  the  door,  and 
flee,  and  tarry  not/' 

So  the  young  man,  even  the  young  man  the  prophet,  went  to 
Ramoth-gilead,  And  when  he  came,  behold,  the  captains  of  the 
host  were  sitting;  and  he  said,  "I  have  an  errand  to  thee,  O  cap- 
tain." 

And  Jehu  said,  "Unto  which  of  all  us?" 

And  he  said,  "To  thee,  O  captain." 

And  he  arose,  and  went  into  the  house;  and  he  poured  the  oil 
on  his  head,  and  said  unto  him,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  1  have  anointed  thee  king  over  the  people  of  the  Lord, 
even  over  Israel  And  thou  shalt  smite  the  house  of  Ahab  thy 
master,  that  I  may  avenge  the  blood  of  my  servants  the  proph- 
ets, and  the  blood  of  all  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  at  the  hand  of 
Jezebel.  For  the  whole  house  of  Ahab  shall  perish:  and  I  will 
cut  off  from  Ahab  him  that  pisseth  against  the  wall,  and  him 
that  is  shut  up  and  left  in  Israel:  and  I  will  make  the  house  of 
Ahab  like  the  house  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  and  like  the 
house  of  Baasha  the  son  of  Ahijah:  and  the  dogs  shall  eat  Jezebel 
in  the  portion  of  Jezreel,  and  there  shall  be  none  to  bury  her/" 

And  he  opened  the  door,  and  fled. 

Then  Jehu  caine  forth  to  the  servants  of  his  lord:  and  one  said 
unto  him,  "Is  all  well?  wherefore  came  this  mad  fellow  to  thee?" 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Ye  know  the  man,  and  his  com- 
munication." 

And  they  said,  "It  is  false;  tell  us  now/'  ; 
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And  lie  said,  "Thus  and  thus  spoke  he  to  me,  saying,  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  "I  have  anointed  thee  king  over  Israel""' 

Then  they  hastened,  and  took  every  man  his  garment,  and  put 
it  under  him  on  the  top  of  the  stairs,  and  blew  with  trumpets, 
saying,  "Jehu  is  king/' 

So  Jehu  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of  Nimshi  conspired 
against  Joram.  (Now  Joram  had  kept  Ramoth-gilead,  he  and  all 
Israel,  because  of  Hazael  king  of  Syria.  But  King  Joram  was  re- 
turned to  be  healed  injezreel  of  the  wounds  which  the  Syrians 
had  given  him,  when  he  fought  with  Hazael  king  of  Syria.)  And 
Jehu  said,  "If  it  be  your  minds,  then  let  none  go  forth  nor  escape 
out  of  the  city  to  go  to  tell  it  injezreel." 

So  Jehu  rode  in  a  chariot,  and  went  to  Jezreel;  for  Joram  lay 
there.  And  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah  was  come  down  to  see  Joram. 
And  there  stood  a  watchman  on  the  tower  in  Jezreel,  and  he 
spied  the  company  of  Jehu  as  he  came,  and  said,  '1  see  a  com- 
pany. "  Andjoram  said,  "Take  a  horseman,  and  send  to  meet  them, 
and  let  him  say,  'Is  it  peace?' " 

So  there  went  one  on  horseback  to  meet  him,  and  said,  "Thus 
saith  the  king,  'Is  it  peace?'"  And  Jehu  said,  "What  hast  thou  to 
do  with  peace?  turn  thee  behind  me."  And  the  watchman  told, 
saying,  "The  messenger  came  to  them,  but  he  cometh  not  again." 

Then  he  sent  out  a  second  on  horseback,  which  came  to  them, 
and  said,  "Thus  saith  the  king,  Is  it  peace?'"  And  Jehu  answered, 
"What  hast  thou  to  do  with  peace?  turn  thee  behind  me."  And 
the  watchman  told,  saying,  "He  came  even  unto  them,  and  com- 
eth not  again:  and  the  driving  is  like  the  driving  of  Jehu  the  son 
of  Nimshi;  for  he  driveth  furiously." 

Andjoram  said,  "Make  ready,"  And  his  chariot  was  made 
ready.  Andjoram  king  of  Israel  and  Ahaziah  king  of  Judah  went 
out,  each  in  his  chariot,  and  they  went  out  against  Jehu,  and  met 
him  in  the  portion  of  Naboth  the  Jezreelite. 

And  it  came  to  pass^when  Joram  saw  Jehu,  that  he  said,  "Is  it 
peace,  Jehu?" 

And  he  answered,  "What  peace,  so  long  as  the  whoredoms  of 
thy  mother  Jezebel  and  her  witchcrafts  are  so  many?" 
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And  Joram  turned  his  hands,  and  fled,  and  said  to  Ahaziah, 
"There  is  treachery,  O  Ahaziah." 

And  Jehu  drew  a  bow  with  his  full  strength,  and  smote  Je- 
horam  between  his  arms,  and  the  arrow  went  out  at  his  heart, 
and  he  sunk  down  in  his  chariot.  Then  said  Jehu  to  Bidkar  his 
captain,  "Take  up,  and  cast  him  in  the  portion  of  the  field  of 
Naboth  the  Jezreelite:  for  remember  how  that,  when  I  and  thou 
rode  together  after  Ahab  his  father,  the  Lord  laid  this  burden 
upon  him.  'Surely  I  have  seen  yesterday  the  blood  of  Naboth, 
and  the  blood  of  his  sons/  saith  the  Lord;  'and  I  will  requite 
thee  in  this  plot/  saith  the  Lord.  Now  therefore  take  and  cast 
him  into  the  plot  of  ground,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord/' 

But  when  Ahaziah  the  king  of  Judah  saw  this,  he  fled  by  the 
way  of  the  garden  house.  And  Jehu  followed  after  him,  and  said, 
"Smite  him  also  in  the  chariot."  And  they  did  so  at  the  going  up 
to  Gur,  which  is  by  Ibleam.  And  he  fled  to  Megiddo,  and  died 
there. 

And  when  Jehu  was  come  to  Jezreel,  Jezebel  heard  of  it;  and 
she  painted  her  face,  and  tired  her  head,  and  looked  out  at  a 
window.  And  as  Jehu  entered  in  at  the  gate,  she  said,  "Had 
Zimri  peace,  who  slew  his  master?" 

And  he  lifted  up  his  face  to  the  window,  and  said,  "Who  is  on 
my  side?  who?"  And  there  looked  out  to  him  two  or  three  eunuchs. 

And  he  said,  "Throw  her  down/'  So  they  threw  her  down: 
and  some  of  her  blood  was  sprinkled  on  the  wall,  and  on  the 
horses:  and  he  trod  her  under  foot.  And  when  he  was  come  in, 
he  did  eat  and  drink,  and  said,  "Go,  see  now  this  cursed  woman, ; 
and  bury  her:  for  she  is  a  king's  daughter/' 

And  they  went  to  bury  her:  but  they  found  no  more  of  her 
than  the  skull,  and  the  feet,  and  the  palms  of  her  hands. 

Wherefore  they  came  again,  and  told  him.  And  he  said,  "This 
is  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spoke  by  his  servant  Elijah 
the  Tishbite,  saying,  'Iji  the  portion  of  Jezreel  shall  dogs  eat  the 
flesh  of  Jezebel:  and  the  carcase  of  Jezebel  shall  be  as  dung  upon 
the  face  of  the  field  in  the  portion  of  Jezreel;  so  that  they  shall 
not  say,  "This  is  Jezebel/"" 
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Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehu,  and  all  that  he  did,  and  all 
his  might,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  Chronicles  of 
the  Kings  of  Israel?  And  Jehu  slept  with  his  fathers:  and  they 
buried  him  in  Samaria.  And  Jehoahaz  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 
And  the  time  that  Jehu  reigned  over  Israel  in  S  amaria  was  twenty 
and  eight  years. 

The  Death  ofElisha 

In  the  three  and  twentieth  year  of  Joash,  the  son  of  Ahaziah 
king  of  Judah,  Jehoahaz  the  son  of  Jehu  began  to  reign  over  Israel 
in  Samaria,  and  reigned  seventeen  years.  And  Jehoahaz  slept 
with  his  fathers;  and  they  buried  him  in  Samaria:  and  Joash  his 
son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Now  Elisha  was  fallen  sick  of  his  sickness  whereof  he  died. 
And  Joash  the  king  of  Israel  came  down  unto  him,  and  wept 
over  his  face,  and  said,  "O  my  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of 
Israel,  and  the  horsemen  thereof." 

And  Elisha  said  unto  him,  "Take  bow  and  arrows."  And  he 
took  unto  him  bow  and  arrows. 

And  he  said  to  the  king  of  Israel,  'Tut  thine  hand  upon  the 
bow/'  And  he  put  his  hand  upon  it:  and  Elisha  put  his  hands 
upon  the  king's  hands. 

Andhe  said,  "Open the  window  eastward."  And  he  opened  it. 

Then  Elisha  said,  "Shoot/1  And  he  shot. 

Andhe  said,  'The  arrow  of  the  Lord's  deliverance,  and  the 
arrow  of  deliverance  from  Syria:  for  thou  shalt  smite  the  Syri- 
ans in  Aphek,  till  thou  have  consumed  them/1 

And  he  said,  "Take  the  arrows/'  And  he  took  them. 

And  he  said  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  "Smite  upon  the  ground/' 
And  he  smote  thrice,  and  stayed. 

And  the  man  of  God  was  wroth  with  him,  and  said,  'Thou 
shouldest  have  smitten  five  or  six  times;  then  hadst  thou  smit- 
ten Syria  till  thou  hadst  consumed  it:  whereas  now  thou  shalt 
smite  Syria  but  thrice." 

And  Elisha  died,  and  they  buried  him.  And  the  bands  of  the 
Moabites  invaded  the  land  at  the  coming  in  of  the  year.  And  it 
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came  to  pass,  as  they  "were  burying  a  man,  that,  behold,  they 
spied  a  band  of  men;  and  they  cast  the  man  into  the  sepulchre  of 
Elisha:  and  when  the  man  was  let  down,  and  touched  the  bones 
of  Elisha,  he  revived,  and  stood  up  on  his  feet. 

Tk  Fall  of  Israel 

In  the  twelfth  year  of  Ahaz  king  of  Judah  began  Hoshea  the 
son  of  Elah  to  reign  in  Samaria  over  Israel  nine  years.  And  he 
did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  but  not  as  the 
kings  of  Israel  that  were  before  him.  Against  him  came  up  Shal- 
maneser  king  of  Assyria;  and  Hoshea  became  his  servant,  and 
gave  him  presents.  And  the  king  of  Assyria  found  conspiracy  in 
Hoshea:  for  he  had  sent  messengers  to  So  king  of  Egypt,  and 
brought  no  present  to  the  king  of  Assyria,  as  he  had  done  year 
by  year:  therefore  the  king  of  Assyria  shut  him  up,  and  bound 
him  in  prison.  Then  the  king  of  Assyria  came  up  throughout  all 
the  land,  and  went  up  to  Samaria,  and  besieged  it  three  years. 
In  the  ninth  year  of  Hoshea  the  king  of  Assyria  took  Samaria, 
and  carried  Israel  away  into  Assyria,  and  placed  them  in  Halah 
and  in  Habor  by  the  river  of  Gozan,  and  in  the  cities  of  the 
Medes. 

For  so  it  was  that  the  children  of  Israel  had  sinned  against 
the  Lord  their  God,  which  had  brought  them  up  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt,  from  under  the  hand  of  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  and 
had  feared  other  gods,  and  walked  in  the  statutes  of  the  heathen, 
whom  the  Lord  cast  out  from  before  the  children  of  Israel,  and 
of  the  kings  of  Israel,  which  they  had  made.  And  the  children  of 
Israel  did  secretly  those  things  that  were  not  right  against  the 
Lord  their  God,  and  they  built  them  high  places  in  all  their 
cities,  from  the  tower  of  the  "watchmen  to  the  fenced  city.  And 
they  set  them  up  images  and  groves  in  every  high  hill,  and  un- 
der  every  green  tree:  and  there  they  burnt  incense  in  all  the  high 
places,  as  did  the  heathen  whom  the  Lord  carried  away  before 
them;  and  wrought  wicked  things  to  provoke  the  Lord  to  anger. 
For  they  served  idols,  whereof  the  Lord  had  said  unto  them, 
"Ye  shall  not  do  this  thing/'  Yet  the  Lord  testified  against  Is- 
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rael,  and  against  Judak,  by  all  the  propkets,  and  by  all  tke  seers, 
saying,  "Turn  ye  from  your  evil  ways,  and  keep  my  command- 
ments and  my  statutes,  according  to  all  tke  law  wkick  I  com- 
manded your  fatkers,  and  wkick  I  sent  to  you  by  my  servants 
tke  propkets." 

Notwitkstanding  tkey  would  not  kear,  but  kardened  tkeir 
necks,  like  to  tke  neck  of  tkeir  fatkers,  tkat  did  not  believe  in 
tke  Lord  tkeir  God.  And  tkey  rejected  kis  statutes,  and  kis 
covenant  tkat  ke  made  witk  tkeir  fatkers,  and  kis  testimonies 
wkick  ke  testified  against  tkem;  and  tkey  followed  vanity,  and 
became  vain,  and  went  after  tke  keatken  tkat  were  round  about 
them,  concerning  wkom  tke  Lord  kad  ckarged  them,  tkat  tkey 
skould  not  do  like  tkem.  And  tkey  left  all  tke  commandments 
of  tke  Lord  tkeir  God,  and  made  tkem  molten  images,  even  two 
calves,  and  made  a  grove,  and  worskipped  all  tke  kost  of  keaven, 
and  served  Baal.  And  tkey  caused  tkeir  sons  and  tkeir  daugkters 
to  pass  tkrougk  tke  fire,  and  used  divination  and  enckantments, 
and  sold  tkemselves  to  do  evil  in  tke  sigkt  of  tke  Lord,  to  pro- 
voke kim  to  anger.  Tkerefore  tke  Lord  was  very  angry  witk  Is- 
rael, and  removed  tkem  out  of  kis  sigkt:  tkere  was  none  left  but 
tke  tribe  of  Judak  only. 

And  tke  king  of  Assyria  brougkt  men  from  Babylon,  and  from 
Cutkak,  and  from  Ava,  and  from  Hamath,  and  from  Sepkarvaim, 
and  placed  tkem  in  tke  cities  of  Samaria  instead  of  tke  ckildren 
of  Israel:  and  tkey  possessed  Samaria,  and  dwelt  in  tke  cities 
tkereof. 


Ragn  of  Hzzekictk 

Now  it  came  to  pass  in  tke  tkird  year  of  Hoskea  son  of  Elak 
king  of  Israel,  tkat  Hezekiah  tke  son  of  Akaz  king  of  Judak  be- 
gan to  reign.  Twenty  and  five  years  old  was  ke  wken  ke  began 
to  reign;  and  ke  reigned  twenty  and  nine  years  in  Jerusalem. 
His  motker's  name  also  was  Abi,  tke  daugkter  of  Zackariak. 
And  ke  did  tkat  wkick  was  rigkt  in  tke  sigkt  of  tke  Lord,  ac- 
cording to  all  tkat  David  kis  fatker  did.  He  removed  tke  kigk 
places,  and  broke  tke  images,  and  cut  down  tke  groves,  and 
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broke  in  pieces  the  brazen  serpent  that  Moses  had  made:  for 
unto  those  days  the  children  of  Israel  did  burn  incense  to  it: 
and  he  called  it  Nehushtan.  He  trusted  in  the  Lord  God  of  Is- 
rael; so  that  after  him  was  none  like  him  among  all  the  kings  of 
Judah,  nor  any  that  were  before  him.  For  he  cleaved  to  the  Lord, 
and  departed  not  from  following  him,  but  kept  his  command" 
ments,  which  the  Lord  commanded  Moses.  And  the  Lord  was 
with  him;  and  he  prospered  whithersoever  he  went  forth:  and 
he  rebelled  against  the  king  of  Assyria,  and  served  him  not.  He 
smote  the  Philistines,  even  unto  Gaza,  and  the  borders  thereof, 
from  the  tower  of  the  watchmen  to  the  fenced  city. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  fourth  year  of  King  Hezekiah,  which 
was  the  seventh  year  of  Hoshea  son  of  Elah  king  of  Israel,  that 
Shalmaneser  king  of  Assyria  came  up  against  Samaria,  and  be- 
sieged it.  And  at  the  end  of  three  years  they  took  it:  even  in  the 
sixth  year  of  Hezekiah,  that  is  the  ninth  year  of  Hoshea  king  of 
Israel,  Samaria  was  taken.  And  the  king  of  Assyria  did  carry 
away  Israel  unto  Assyria,  and  put  them  in  Halah  and  in  Habor 
by  the  river  of  Gozan,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  Medes. 

Now  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  King  Hezekiah  did  Sennacherib 
king  of  Assyria  come  up  against  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah, 
and  took  them.  And  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah  sent  to  the  king  of 
Assyria  to  Lachish,  saying,  "I  have  offended;  return  from  me: 
that  which  thou  puttest  on  me  will  I  bear/' 

And  the  king  of  Assyria  appointed  unto  Hezekiah  king  of 
Judah  three  hundred  talents  of  silver  and  thirty  talents  of  gold. 
And  Hezekiah  gave  him  all  the  silver  that  was  found  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house.  At 
that  time  did  Hezekiah  cut  off  the  gold  from  the  doors  of  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  pillars  which  Hezekiah  king 
of  Judah  had  overlaid,  and  gave  it  to  the  king  of  Assyria. 

And  the  king  of  Assyria  sent  Tartan  and  Rabsaris  and  Rab- 
shakeh  from  Lachish  to  King  Hezekiah  with  a  great  host  against 
Jerusalem.  And  they  went  up  and  came  to  Jerusalem.  And  when 
they  were  come  up,  they  came  and  stood  by  the  conduit  of  the 
upper  pool,  which  is  in  the  highway  of  the  fuller's  field.  And 
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when  they  had  called  to  the  king,  there  came  out  to  them  Eli- 
akim  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  which  was  over  the  household,  and 
Shebna  the  scribe,  and  Joah  the  son  of  Asaph  the  recorder.  And 
Rab-shakeh  said  unto  them, 

"Speak  ye  now  to  Hezekiah,  Thus  saith  the  great  king,  the 
king  of  Assyria,  "What  confidence  is  this  wherein  thou  trust  est? 
Thou  sayest  (but  they  are  but  vain  words)  I  have  counsel  and 
strength  for  the  war.  Now  on  whom  dost  thou  trust,  that  thou 
rebellest  against  me?  Now,  behold,  thou  trustest  upon  the  staff 
of  this  bruised  reed,  even  upon  Egypt,  on  which  if  a  man  lean, 
it  will  go  into  his  hand,  and  pierce  it:  so  is  Pharaoh  king  of 
Egypt  unto  all  that  trust  on  him.  But  if  ye  say  unto  me,  'We 
trust  in  the  Lord  our  God';  is  not  that  he,  whose  high  places 
and  whose  altars  Hezekiah  hath  taken  away,  and  hath  said  to 
Judah  and  Jerusalem,  'Ye  shall  worship  before  this  altar  in  Je- 
rusalem'? Now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  give  pledges  to  my  lord 
the  king  of  Assyria,  and  I  will  deliver  thee  two  thousand  horses, 
if  thou  be  able  on  thy  part  to  set  riders  upon  them.  How  then 
wilt  thou  turn  away  the  face  of  one  captain  of  the  least  of  my 
master's  servants,  and  put  thy  trust  on  Egypt  for  chariots  and 
for  horsemen?  Am  I  now  come  up  without  the  Lord  against  this 
place  to  destroy  it?  The  Lord  said  to  me,  'Go  up  against  this 
land,  and  destroy  it/"'" 

Then  said  Eliakim  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  and  Shebna,  and  Joah, 
unto  Rab-shakeh, 

"Speak,  I  pray  thee,  to  thy  servants  in  the  Syrian  language; 
for  we  understand  it:  and  talk  not  with  us  in  the  Jews'  language 
in  the  ears  of  the  people  that  are  on  the  wall." 

But  Rab-shakeh  said  unto  them, 

"Hath  my  master  sent  me  to  thy  master,  and  to  thee,  to  speak 
these  words?  hath  he  not  sent  me  to  the  men  which  sit  on  the 
wall,  that  they  may  eat  their  own  dung,  and  drink  their  own 
piss  with  you?" 

Then  Rab-shakeh  stood  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice  in  the 
Jews'  language,  and  spoke,  saying, 
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"Hear  the  word  of  the  great  king,  the  king  of  Assyria:  thus 
saith  the  king,  'Let  not  Hezekiah  deceive  you:  for  he  shall  not 
be  able  to  deliver  you  out  of  his  hand;  neither  let  Hezekiah 
make  you  trust  in  the  Lord,  saying,  'The  Lord  will  surely  de- 
liver us,  and  this  city  shall  not  be  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the 
king  of  Assyria.7"  Hearken  not  to  Hezekiah:  for  thus  saith  the 
king  of  Assyria,  'Make  an  agreement  with  me  by  a  present,  and 
come  out  to  me,  and  then  eat  ye  every  man  of  his  own  vine,  and 
every  one  of  his  fig  tree,  and  drink  ye  every  one  the  waters  of  his 
cistern:  until  I  come  and  take  you  away  to  a  land  like  your  own 
land,  a  land  of  corn  and  wine,  a  land  of  bread  and  vineyards,  a 
land  of  oil  olive  and  of  honey,  that  ye  may  live,  and  not  die:  and 
hearken  not  unto  Hezekiah,  when  he  persuadeth  you,  saying, 
"The  Lord  will  deliver  us."  Hath  any  of  the  gods  of  the  nations 
delivered  at  all  his  land  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria? 
Where  are  the  gods  of  Hamath,  and  of  Arpad?  where  are  the 
gods  of  Sepharvaim,  Hena,  and  Ivah?  have  they  delivered  Sa- 
maria out  of  mine  hand?  Who  are  they  among  all  the  gods  of  the 
countries,  that  have  delivered  their  country  out  of  mine  hand, 
that  the  Lord  should  deliver  Jerusalem  out  of  mine  hand?'" 

But  the  people  held  their  peace,  and  answered  him  not  a  word: 
for  the  king's  commandment  was,  saying,  "Answer  him  not." 

Then  came  Eliakim  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  which  was  over  the 
household,  and  Shebna  the  scribe,  and  Joah  the  son  of  Asaph 
the  recorder,  to  Hezekiah  with  their  clothes  rent,  and  told  him 
the  words  of  Rab-shakeh.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  King  Heze- 
kiah heard  it,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  covered  himself  with 
sackcloth,  and  went  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  he  sent 
Eliakim,  which  was  over  the  household,  and  Shebna  the  scribe, 
and  the  elders  of  the  priests,  covered  with  sackcloth,  to  Isaiah 
the  prophet  the  son  of  Amoz.  And  they  said  unto  him, 

"Thus  saith  Hezekiah,  This  day  is  a  day  of  trouble,  and  of 
rebuke,  and  blasphemy:  for  the  children  are  come  to  the  birth, 
and  there  is  not  strength  to  bring  forth.  It  may  be  the  Lord  thy 
God  will  hear  all  the  words  of  Rab-shakeh,  whom  the  king  of 
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Assyria  his  master  hath  sent  to  reproach  the  living  God;  and 
will  reprove  the  words  which  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  heard: 
wherefore  lift  up  thy  prayer  for  the  remnant  that  are  left/" 

So  the  servants  of  King  Hezekiah  came  to  Isaiah.  And  Isaiah 
said  unto  them, 

"Thus  shall  ye  say  to  your  master,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord,  "Be 
not  afraid  of  the  words  which  thou  hast  heard,  with  which  the 
servants  of  the  king  of  Assyria  have  blasphemed  me.  Behold,  I 
will  send  a  blast  upon  him,  and  he  shall  hear  a  rumour,  and  shall 
return  to  his  own  land;  and  I  will  cause  him  to  fall  by  the  sword 
in  his  own  land.'"" 

And  Hezekiah  prayed  before  the  Lord,  and  said, 

"O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which  dwellest  between  the  cheru- 
bims,  thou  art  the  God,  even  thou  alone,  of  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  earth;  thou  hast  made  heaven  and  earth.  Lord,  bow  down 
thine  ear,  and  hear:  open,  Lord,  thine  eyes,  and  see:  and  hear  the 
words  of  Sennacherib,  which  hath  sent  him  to  reproach  the  liv- 
ing God.  Of  a  truth,  Lord,  the  kings  of  Assyria  have  destroyed 
the  nations  and  their  lands,  and  have  cast  their  gods  into  the 
fire:  for  they  were  no  gods,  but  the  work  of  men's  hands,  wood 
and  stone:  therefore  they  have  destroyed  them.  Now  therefore, 
O  Lord  our  God,  I  beseech  thee,  save  thou  us  out  of  his  hand, 
that  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  may  know  that  thou  art  the 
Lord  God,  even  thou  only." 

Then  Isaiah  the  son  of  Amoz  sent  to  Hezekiah,  saying, 
.  "Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  'That  which  thou  hast 
prayed  to  me  against  Sennacherib  king  of  Assyria  I  have  heard.  * 
This  is  the  word  that  the  Lord  hath  spoken  concerning  him:  'The 
virgin  the  daughter  of  Zion  hath  despised  thee,  and  laughed 
thee  to  scorn;  the  daughter  of  Jerusalem  hath  shaken  her  head  at 
thee.  Whom  hast  thou  reproached  and  blasphemed?  and  against 
whom  hast  thou  exalted  thy  voice,  and  lifted  up  thine  eyes  on 
high?  even  against  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  By  thy  messengers 
thou  hast  reproached  the  Lord,  and  hast  said,  "With  the  multi-* 
tude  of  my  chariots  I  am  come  up  to  the  height  of  the  mountains, 
to  the  sides  of  Lebanon,  and  will  cut  down  the  tall  cedar  trees 
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thereof,  and  the  cKoice  fir  trees'  thereof:  and  I  will  enter  into  the 
lodgings  of  his  borders,  and  into  the  forest  of  his  Carmel/'  Be- 
cause thy  rage  against  me  and  thy  tumult  is  come  up  into  mine 
ears,  therefore  I  will  put  my  hook  in  thy  nose,  and  my  bridle  in 
thy  lips,  and  I  will  turn  thee  back  by  the  way  by  which  thou 
earnest. ' 

"Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  concerning  the  king  of  Assy" 
ria,  'He  shall  not  come  into  this  city,  nor  shoot  an  arrow  there, 
nor  come  before  it  with  shield,  nor  cast  a  bank  against  it.  By  the 
way  that  he  came,  by  the  same  shall  he  return,  and  shall  not  come 
into  this  city/  saith  the  Lord,  Tor  I  will  defend  this  city,  to 
save  it,  for  mine  own  sake,  and  for  my  servant  David's  sake/" 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
went  out,  and  smote  in  the  camp  of  the  Assyrians  a  hundred 
fourscore  and  five  thousand:  and  when  they  arose  early  in  the 
morning,  behold,  they  were  all  dead  corpses.  So  Sennacherib 
king  of  Assyria  departed,  and  went  and  returned,  and  dwelt  at 
Nineveh.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  was  worshipping  in  the 
house  of  Nisroch  his  god,  that  Adrammelech  and  Sharezer  his 
sons  smote  him  "with  the  sword:  and  they  escaped  into  the  land 
of  Armenia.  And  Esarhaddon  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

In  those  days  was  Hezekiah  sick  unto  death.  And  the  prophet 
Isaiah  the  son  of  Amoz  came  to  him,  and  said  unto  him,  "Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  'Set  thine  house  in  order;  for  thou  shalt  die,  and 
not  live/" 

Then  he  turned  his  face  to  the  wall,  and  prayed  unto  the 
Lord,  saying,  "I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  remember  now  how  I 
have  walked  before  thee  in  truth  and  with  a  perfect  heart,  and 
have  done  that  which  is  good  in  thy  sight/'  And  Hezekiah  wept 
sore. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  afore  Isaiah  was  gone  out  into  the  middle 
court,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  saying,  "Turn 
again,  and  tell  Hezekiah  the  captain  of  my  people,  'Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  David  thy  father,  "I  have  heard  thy  prayer, 
I  have  seen  thy  tears:  behold,  I  will  heal  thee:  on  the  third  day 
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thou  shalt  go  up  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  I  will  add  unto 
thy  days  fifteen  years;  and  I  will  deliver  thee  and  this  city  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria;  and  I  will  defend  this  city 
for  mine  own  sake,  and  for  my  servant  David's  sake/1'" 

And  Isaiah  said,  "Take  a  lump  of  figs/'  And  they  took  and  laid 
it  on  the  boil,  and  he  recovered. 

And  Hezekiah  said  unto  Isaiah,  "What  shall  be  the  sign  that 
the  Lord  will  heal  me,  and  that  I  shall  go  up  into  the  house  of 
the  Lord  the  third  day?" 

And  Isaiah  said,  "This  sign  shalt  thou  have  of  the  Lord,  that 
the  Lord  will  do  the  thing  that  he  hath  spoken:  shall  the  shadow 
go  forward  ten  degrees,  or  go  back  ten  degrees?"  And  Hezekiah 
answered, 

"It  is  a  light  thing  for  the  shadow  to  go  down  ten  degrees: 
nay,  but  let  the  shadow  return  backward  ten  degrees." 

And  Isaiah  the  prophet  cried  unto  the  Lord:  and  he  brought 
the  shadow  ten  degrees  backward,  by  which  it  had  gone  down 
in  the  dial  of  Ahaz. 

At  that  time  Berodach-baladan,  the  son  of  Baladan,  king  of 
Babylon,  sent  letters  and  a  present  unto  Hezekiah:  for  he  had 
heard  that  Hezekiah  had  been  sick.  And  Hezekiah  hearkened 
unto  them,  and  showed  them  all  the  house  of  his  precious  things, 
the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  the  spices,  and  the  precious  oint- 
ment, and  all  the  house  of  his  armour,  and  all  that  was  found  in 
his  treasures:  there  was  nothing  in  his  house,  nor  in  all  his 
dominion,  that  Hezekiah  showed  them  not. 

Then  came  Isaiah  the  prophet  unto  King  Hezekiah,  and  said 
unto  him,  "What  said  these  men?  and  from  whence  came  they 
unto  thee?" 

And  Hezekiah  said,  "They  are  come  from  a  far  country,  even 
from  Babylon." 

And  he  said,  "What  have  they  seen  in  thine  house?" 

And  Hezekiah  answered,  "All  the  things  that  are  in  mine 
house  have  they  seen:  there  is  nothing  among  my  treasures  that  I 
have  not  showed  them." 

And  Isaiah  said  unto  Hezekiah,  "Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord 
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'Behold,  the  days  come,  that  all  that  is  in  thine  house,  and  that 
which  thy  fathers  have  laid  up  in  store  unto  this  day,  shall  be 
carried  into  Babylon:  nothing  shall  be  left/  saith  the  Lord.  'And 
of  thy  sons  that  shall  issue  from  thee,  which  thou  shalt  beget, 
shall  they  take  away;  and  they  shall  be  eunuchs  in  the  palace  of 
the  king  of  Baby  Ion.  '* 

Then  said  Hezekiah  unto  Isaiah,  "Good  is  the  word  of  the 
Lord  which  thou  hast  spoken."  And  he  said,  "Is  it  not  good,  if 
peace  and  truth  be  in  my  days?" 

And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Hezekiah,  and  all  his  might,  and 
how  he  made  a  pool,  and  a  conduit,  and  brought  water  into  the 
city,  are  they  not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  Chronicles  of  the 
Kings  of  Judah?  And  Hezekiah  slept  with  his  fathers:  and  Manas^ 
seh  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

The,  Reforms  of  Josiah 

Manasseh  was  twelve  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and 
reigned  fifty  and  five  years  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name 
was  Hephzi-bah.  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  after  the  abominations  of  the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord 
cast  out  before  the  children  of  Israel.  For  he  built  up  again  the 
high  places  which  Hezekiah  his  father  had  destroyed;  and  he 
reared  up  altars  for  Baal,  and  made  a  grove,  as  did  Ahab  king  of 
Israel;  and  worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  them. 

And  Manasseh  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  the 
garden  of  his  own  house,  in  the  garden  of  Uzza:  and  Amon  his 
son  reigned  in  his  stead.  And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  as  his  father  Manasseh  did.  And  he  walked  in 
all  the  way  that  his  father  walked  in,  and  served  the  idols  that 
-his  father  served,  and  worshipped  them.  And  the  servants  of 
Amon  conspired  against  him,  and  slew  the  king  in  his  own  house. 
And  the  people  of  the  land  slew  all  them  that  had  conspired 
against  King  Amon;  and  the  people  of  the  land  made  Josiah  his 
son  king  in  his  stead. 

Josiah  was  eight  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he 
reigned  thirty  and  one  years  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name 
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was  Jedidah,  the  daughter  of  Adaiah  of  BoscatL  And  he  did 
that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in  all 
the  way  of  David  his  father,  and  turned  not  aside  to  the  right 
hand  or  to  the  left. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  King  Josiah, 
that  the  king  sent  Shaphan  the  son  of  Azaliah,  the  son  of  Meshul- 
lain,  the  scribe,  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,  saying,  "Go  up  to 
Hilkiah  the  high  priest,  that  he  may  sum  the  silver  which  is 
brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  which  the  keepers  of  the 
door  have  gathered  of  the  people:  and  let  them  deliver  it  into 
the  hand  of  the  doers  of  the  work,  that  have  the  oversight  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord:  and  let  them  give  it  to  the  doers  of  the  work 
which  is  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  to  repair  the  breaches  of  the 
house — unto  carpenters,  and  builders,  and  masons,  and  to  buy 
timber  and  hewn  stone  to  repair  the  house/'  Howbeit  there  was 
no  reckoning  made  with  them  of  the  money  that  was  delivered 
into  their  hand,  because  they  dealt  faithfully. 

And  Hilkiah  the  high  priest  said  unto  Shaphan  the  scribe, 
"I  have  found  the  book  of  the  law  in  the  house  of  the  Lord/' 
And  Hilkiah  gave  the  book  to  Shaphan,  and  he  read  it. 

And  Shaphan  the  scribe  came  to  the  king,  and  brought  the 
king  word  again,  and  said,  'Thy  servants  have  gathered  the 
money  that  was  found  in  the  house,  and  have  delivered  it  into 
the  hand  of  them  that  do  the  work,  that  have  the  oversight  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord/'  And  Shaphan  the  scribe  showed  the 
king,  saying,  "Hilkiah  the  priest  hath  delivered  me  a  book." 
And  Shaphan  read  it  before  the  king. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  had  heard  the  words  of 
the  book  of  the  law,  that  he  rent  his  clothes.  And  the  king  com- 
manded Hilkiah  the  priest,  and  Ahikam  the  son  of  Shaphan,  and 
Achbor  the  son  of  Michaiah,  and  Shaphan  the  scribe,  and  Asahiah 
a  servant  of  the  king's,  saying,  "Go  ye,  enquire  of  the  Lord  for 
me,  and  for  the  people,  and  for  all  Judah,  concerning  the  words 
of  this  book  that  is  found:  for  great  is  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  that 
is  kindled  against  us,  because  our  fathers  have  not  hearkened 
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unto  tke  words  of  this  book,  to  do  according  unto  all  that  which 
is  written  concerning  us/' 

So  Hilkiah  the  priest,  andAhikam,  and  Achbor,  andShaphan, 
and  Asahiah,  went  unto  Huldah  the  prophetess,  the  wife  of 
Shallum  the  son  of  Tikvah,  the  son  of  Harhas,  keeper  of  the 
wardrobe  (now  she  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  in  the  college);  and  they 
communed  with  her.  And  she  said  unto  them,  "Thus  saith  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  Tell  the  man  that  sent  you  to  me,  "Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  'Behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this  place,  and 
upon  the  inhabitants  thereof,  even  all  the  words  of  the  book 
which  the  king  of  Judah  hath  read:  because  they  have  forsaken 
me,  and  have  burned  incense  unto  other  gods,  that  they  might 
provoke  me  to  anger  with  all  the  works  of  their  hands;  there" 
fore  my  wrath  shall  be  kindled  against  this  place,  and  shall  not 
be  quenched/"'  But  to  the  king  of  Judah  which  sent  you  to  en- 
quire  of  the  Lord,  thus  shall  ye  say  to  him,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  "As  touching  the  words  which  thou  hast  heard: 
because  thine  heart  was  tender,  and  thou  hast  humbled  thyself 
before  the  Lord,  when  thou  heardest  what  I  spoke  against  this 
place,  and  against  the  inhabitants  thereof,  that  they  should  be- 
come a  desolation  and  a  curse,  and  hast  rent  thy  clothes,  and 
wept  before  me;  I  also  have  heard  thee,"  saith  the  Lord.  "Behold 
therefore,  I  will  gather  thee  unto  thy  fathers,  and  thou  shalt  be 
gathered  into  thy  grave  in  peace;  and  thine  eyes  shall  not  see  all 
the  evil  which  I  will  bring  upon  this  place. " '"  And  they  brought 
the  king  word  again. 

And  the  king  sent,  and  they  gathered  unto  him  all  the  elders 
of  Judah  and  of  Jerusalem.  And  the  king  went  up  into  the  hous6 
of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  men  of  Judah  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem  with  him,  and  the  priests,  and  the  prophets,  and  all 
the  people,  both  small  and  great:  and  he  read  in  their  ears  all 
the  words  of  the  book  of  the  covenant  which  was  found  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord. 

And  the  king  stood  by  a  pillar,  and  made  a  covenant  before 
the  Lord,  to  walk  after  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  his  commandments 
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and  his  testimonies  and  his  statutes  with  all  their  heart  and  all 
their  soul,  to  perform  the  words  of  this  covenant  that  were  writ- 
ten in  this  book  And  all  the  people  stood  to  the  covenant.  And 
the  king  commanded  Hilkiah  the  high  priest,  and  the  priests  of 
the  second  order,  and  the  keepers  of  the  door,  to  bring  forth 
out  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord  all  the  vessels  that  were  made  for 
Baal,  and  for  the  grove,  and  for  all  the  host  of  heaven:  and  he 
burned  them  without  Jerusalem  in  the  fields  of  Kidron,  and  car- 
ried the  ashes  of  them  unto  BetlreL  And  he  put  down  the  idola- 
trous priests,  whom  the  kings  of  Judah  had  ordained  to  burn  in- 
cense in  the  high  places  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  in  the  places 
round  about  Jerusalem;  them  also  that  burned  incense  unto  Baal, 
to  the  sun,  and  to  the  moon,  and  to  the  planets,  and  to  all  the 
host  of  heaven.  And  he  brought  out  the  grove  from  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  without  Jerusalem,  unto  the  brook  Kidron,  and  burned 
it  at  the  brook  Kidron,  and  stamped  it  small  to  powder,  and 
cast  the  powder  thereof  upon  the  graves  of  the  children  of  the 
people.  And  he  broke  down  the  houses  of  the  sodomites,  that 
were  by  the  house  of  the  Lord,  where  the  women  wove  hang- 
ings for  the  grove.  And  he  brought  all  the  priests  out  of  the 
cities  of  Judah,  and  defiled  the  high  places  where  the  priests  had 
burned  incense,  from  Geba  to  Beer-sheba,  and  broke  down  the 
high  places  of  the  gates  that  were  in  the  entering  in  of  the  gate 
of  Joshua  the  governor  of  the  city,  which  were  on  a  man's  left 
hand  at  the  gate  of  the  city.  (Nevertheless  the  priests  of  the 
high  places  came  not  up  to  the  altar  of  the  Lord  in  Jerusalem, 
but  they  did  eat  of  the  unleavened  bread  among  their  brethren.) 
And  he  defiled  Topheth,  which  is  in  the  valley  of  the  children  of 
Hinnom,  that  no  man  might  make  his  son  or  his  daughter  to  pass 
through  the  fire  to  Molech.  And  he  took  away  the  horses  that 
the  kings  of  Judah  had  given  to  the  sun,  at  the  entering  in  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  by  the  chamber  of  Nathan-melech  the  cham- 
berlain, which  was  in  the  suburbs,  and  burned  the  chariots  of 
the  sun  with  fire.  And  the  altars  that  were  on  the  top  of  the 
upper  chamber  of  Ahaz,  which  the  kings  of  Judah  had  made,  and 
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the  altars  which  Manasseh  had  made  in  the  two  courts  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  did  the  king  beat  down,  and  broke  them 
down  from  thence,  and  cast  the  dust  of  them  into  the  brook 
Kidron.  And  the  high  places  that  were  before  Jerusalem,  which 
were  on  the  right  hand  of  the  mount  of  corruption,  which  Sol- 
omon the  king  of  Israel  had  builded  for  Ashtoreth  the  abomina- 
tion of  the  Sidonians,  and  for  Chemosh  the  abomination  of  the 
Moabites,  and  for  Milcom  the  abomination  of  the  children  of 
Ammon,  did  the  king  defile.  And  he  broke  in  pieces  the  images, 
and  cut  down  the  groves,  and  filled  their  places  with  the  bones 
of  men. 

And  like  unto  him  was  there  no  king  before  him  that  turned 
to  the  Lord  with  all  his  heart,  and  with  all  his  soul,  and  with  all 
his  might,  according  to  all  the  law  of  Moses;  neither  after  him 
arose  there  any  like  him. 

Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Josiah,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they 
not  written  in  the  Book  of  the  Chronicles  of  the  Kings  of  Judah? 
In  his  days  Pharaoh-nechoh  king  of  Egypt  went  up  against  the 
king  of  Assyria  to  the  river  Euphrates:  and  King  Josiah  went 
against  him;  and  he  slew  him  at  Megiddo,  when  he  had  seen  him. 
And  his  servants  carried  him  in  a  chariot  dead  from  Megiddo, 
and  brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  and  buried  him  in  his  own  sepul- 
chre. And  the  people  of  the  land  took  Jehoahaz  the  son  of  Jo- 
siah, and  anointed  him,  and  made  him  king  in  his  father's  stead. 

Tk  Fall  ofjutlah, 

And  Pharaoh-nechoh  made  Eliakim  the  son  of  Josiah  king  in 
the  room  of  Josiah  his  father,  and  turned  his  name  to  Jehoiakim, 
and  took  Jehoahaz  away:  and  he  came  to  Egypt,  and  died  there. 
Jehoiakim  was  twenty  and  five  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign; 
and  he  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusalem.  In  his  days  Nebuchad- 
nezzar king  of  Babylon  came  up,  and  Jehoiakim  became  his  serv- 
ant three  years:  then  he  turned  and  rebelled  against  him.  Now 
the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoiakim,  and  all  that  he  did,  are  they  not 
written  in  the  Book  of  the  Chronicles  of  the  Kings  of  Judah?  So 
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Jehoiakim  slept  with  his  fathers:  and  Jehoiachin  his  son  reigned 
in  his  stead.  Jehoiachin  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign,  and  he  reigned  in  Jerusalem  three  months. 

At  that  time  the  servants  of  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon 
came  up  against  Jerusalem,  and  the  city  was  besieged.  And 
Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  came  against  the  city,  and  his 
servants  did  besiege  it.  And  Jehoiachin  the  king  of  Judah  went 
out  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  he,  and  his  mother,  and  his  servants, 
and  his  princes,  and  his  officers:  and  the  king  of  Babylon  took 
him  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign.  And  he  carried  out  thence 
all  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treasures  of 
the  king's  house,  and  cut  in  pieces  all  the  vessels  of  gold  which 
Solomon  king  of  Israel  had  made  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  as 
the  Lord  had  said.  And  he  carried  away  all  Jerusalem,  and  all 
the  princes,  and  all  the  mighty  men  of  valour,  even  ten  thousand 
captives,  and  all  the  craftsmen  and  smiths:  none  remained,  save 
the  poorest  sort  of  the  people  of  the  land.  And  he  carried  away 
Jehoiachin  to  Babylon,  and  the  king's  mother,  and  the  king's 
wives,  and  his  officers,  and  the  mighty  of  the  land,  those  carried 
he  into  captivity  from  Jerusalem  to  Babylon.  And  all  the  men  of 
might,  even  seven  thousand,  and  craftsmen  and  smiths  a  thou- 
sand, all  that  were  strong  and  apt  for  war,  even  them  the  king 
of  Babylon  brought  captive  to  Babylon. 

And  the  king  of  Babylon  made  Mattaniah  his  father's  brother 
king  in  his  stead,  and  changed  his  name  to  Zedekiah.  Zedekiah 
was  twenty  and  one  years  old  "when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he 
reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name  was 
Hamutal,  the  daughter  of  Jeremiah  of  Libnah.  And  he  did  that 
which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that 
Jehoiakim  had  done.  For  through  the  anger  of  the  Lord  it  came 
to  pass  in  Jerusalem  and  Judah,  until  he  had  cast  them  out  from 
his  presence,  that  Zedekiah  rebelled  against  the  king  of  Babylon. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  in  the 
tenth  month,  in  the  tenth  day  of  the  month,  that  Nebuchadnez- 
zar king  of  Babylon  came,  he,  and  all  his  host,  against  Jerusalem, 
and  pitched  against  it;  and  they  built  forts  against  it  round  about. 
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And  the  city  was  besieged  unto  the  eleventh  year  of  King  Zede- 
kiah.  And  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  fourth  month  the  famine  pre- 
vailed in  the  city,  and  there  was  no  bread  for  the  people  of  the 
land. 

And  the  city  was  broken  up,  and  all  the  men  of  war  fled  by 
night  by  the  way  of  the  gate  between  two  walls,  which  is  by 
the  king's  garden  (now  the  Chaldees  were  against  the  city 
round  about):  and  the  king  went  the  way  toward  the  plain.  And 
the  army  of  the  Chaldees  pursued  after  the  king,  and  overtook 
him  in  the  plains  of  Jericho:  and  all  his  army  were  scattered  from 
him.  So  they  took  the  king,  and  brought  him  up  to  the  king  of 
Babylon  to  Riblah;  and  they  gave  judgment  upon  him.  And  they 
slew  the  sons  of  Zedekiah  before  his  eyes,  and  put  out  the  eyes 
of  Zedekiah,  and  bound  him  with  fetters  of  brass,  and  carried 
him  to  Babylon. 

And  in  the  fifth  month,  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  month, 
which  is  the  nineteenth  year  of  King  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of 
Babylon,  came  Nebuzar-adan,  captain  of  the  guard,  a  servant  of 
the  king  of  Babylon,  unto  Jerusalem:  and  he  burnt  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  king's  house,  and  all  the  houses  of  Jerusalem, 
and  every  great  man's  house  burnt  he  with  fire.  And  all  the 
army  of  the  Chaldees,  that  were  with  the  captain  of  the  guard, 
broke  down  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  round  about.  Now  the  rest  of 
the  people  that  were  left  in  the  city,  and  the  fugitives  that  fell 
away  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  with  the  remnant  of  the  multitude, 
did  Nebuzar-adan  the  captain  of  the  guard  carry  away.  But  the 
captain  of  the  guard  left  of  the  poor  of  the  land  to  be  vinedress" 
ers  and  husbandmen. 
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DURING  the  period  of  the  Exile  (586—538  B.C. )  a  surprising 
amount  of  literary  work  was  done,  mainly  })y  the  priesthood  who,  as 
already  mentioned,  absorbed  hut  at  the  same  time  formalized  the  pro- 
phetic spirit  in  their  successful  effort  to  keep  alive  the  religious  life  of 
the  community.  With  the  return  from  captivity  hut  still  in  the  igno- 
minious position  of  a  subjed  people,  the  Jews  passed  the  next  century  in 
a  discouragingly  slow  effort  to  revive  their  national  consciousness.  Much 
assistance  was  rendered  ly  the  enthusiasm  of  J^ehemiah  in  rebuilding 
the  walls  of  Jerusalem  in  444  B.  C.  and  still  more  by  the  promulgation 
of  the  code  of  Ezra  in  397  B.C.  By  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century, 
a  genuine  revival  of  national  culture  and  literature  was  under  way. 

What  was  to  be  a  great  literary  century  opened  with  its  weakest 
work — the  arid  Books  of  the  Chronicles,  a  hopelessly  unhistorical  re- 
writing  of  Jewish  history  from  the  standpoint  of  the  priesthood.  At  the 
end  of  his  account,  the  feeble  Chronicler  was  aided  by  the  vigorous  per- 
sonal memoirs  ofl^ehemiah  and  Ezra  which  he  wove  into  his  narrative 
in  the  wrong  order.  The  delightful,  though  probably  quite  mythical, 
story  of  Zorobabel  included  in  our  text  is  not  found  in  the  authorized 
version  of  Ezra  Lut  is  taken  jirora  the  much  expanded  Greek  Books  of 
Esdras,  a  part  of -the  BiMical  Apocrypha  which  developed  among  the  Jews 
of  Alexandria. 


First  Book  of 

ESDRAS 


The  Return  jrow  Captii-aty 

IN  THE  FIRST  YEAR  of  Cyrus  king  of  the  Persians,  that  the  word 
of  the  Lord  might  be  accomplished,  that  he  had  promised  by 
the  mouth  of  Jeremy;  the  Lord  raised  up  the  spirit  of  Cyrus  the 
king  of  the  Persians,  and  he  made  proclamation  through  all  his 
kingdom,  and  also  by  writing,  saying, 

"Thus  saith  Cyrus  king  of  thePersians:  'The  Lord  of  Israel,  the 
most  high  Lord,  hath  made  me  king  of  the  whole  world,  and 
commanded  me  to  build  him  a  house  at  Jerusalem  in  Jewry.  If 
therefore  there  be  any  of  you  that  are  of  his  people,  let  the  Lord, 
even  his  Lord,  be  with  him,  and  let  him  go  up  to  Jerusalem  that 
is  in  Judea,  and  build  the  house  of  the  Lord  of  Israel:  for  he  is 
the  Lord  that  dwelleth  in  Jerusalem/" 

Then  the  chief  of  the  families  of  Judea  and  of  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin  stood  up;  the  priests  also,  and  the  Levites,  and  all 
they  whose  mind  the  Lord  had  moved  to  go  up,  and  to  build  a 
house  for  the  Lord  at  Jerusalem.  And  they  that  dwelt  round 
about  them,  and  helped  them  in  all  things  with  silver  and  gold, 
with  horses  and  cattle,  and  with  very  many  free  gifts  of  a  great 
number  whose  minds  were  stirred  up  thereto.  King  Cyrus  also 
brought  forth  the  holy  vessels,  which  Nabuchodonosor  had  car- 
ried away  from  Jerusalem,  and  had  set  up  in  his  temple  of  idols. 
Now  when  Cyrus  king  of  the  Persians  had  brought  them  forth, 
he  delivered  them  to  Mithridates  his  treasurer:  and  by  him  they 
were  delivered  to  Sanabassar  the  governor  of  Judea.  And  this 
was  the  number  of  them;  a  thousand  golden  cups,  and  a  thou- 
sand of  silver,  censers  of  silver  twenty-nine,  vials  of  gold  thirty, 
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and  of  silver  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten,  and  a  thousand 
other  vessels.  So  all  the  vessels  of  gold  and  of  silver,  which  were 
carried  away,  were  five  thousand  four  hundred  threescore  and 
nine. 

But  in  the  time  of  Artaxerxes  king  of  the  Persians  Belemus, 
and  Mithridates,  and  Tabellius,  and  Rathumus,  and  Beeltettr 
mus,  and  Semellius  the  secretary,  with  others  that  were  in  comr 
mission  with  them,  dwelling  in  Samaria  and  other  places,  wrote 
unto  him  against  them  that  dwelt  in  Judea  and  Jerusalem  these 
letters  following: 

"To  King  Artaxerxes  our  lord:  thy  servants,  Rathumus  the 
story  writer,  and  Semellius  the  scribe,  and  the  rest  of  their  coun- 
cil, and  the  judges  that  are  in  Celosyria  and  Phenice: 

"Be  it  now  known  to  the  lord  the  king  that  the  Jews  that  are 
come  up  from  you  to  us,  being  come  into  Jerusalem,  that  rebel- 
lious and  wicked  city,  do  build  the  marketplaces,  and  repair 
the  walls  of  it,  and  do  lay  the  foundation  of  the  temple.  Now  if 
this  city  and  the  walls  thereof  be  made  up  again,  they  will  not 
only  refuse  to  give  tribute,  but  also  rebel  against  kings." 

Then  the  king  wrote  back  again  to  Rathumus  the  story  writer, 
to  Beeltethmus,  to  Semellius  the  scribe,  and  to  the  rest  that  were 
in  commission,  and  dwellers  in  Samaria  and  Syria  and  Phenice, 
after  this  manner: 

"I  have  read  the  epistle  which  ye  have  sent  unto  me:  therefore 
I  commanded  to  make  diligent  search,  and  it  hath  been  found 
that  that  city  was  from  the  beginning  practising  against  kings; 
and  the  men  therein  were  given  to  rebellion  and  war:  and  that 
mighty  kings  and  fierce  were  in  Jerusalem,  who  reigned  and  ex- 
acted tributes  in  Celosyria  and  Phenice.  Now  therefore  I  have 
commanded  to  hinder  those  men  from  building  the  city,  and 
heed  to  be  taken  that  there  be  no  more  done  in  it;  and  that 
those  wicked  workers  proceed  no  further  to  the  annoyance  of 
kings/' 

Then  King  Artaxerxes  his  letters  being  read,  Rathumus,  and 
Semellius  the  scribe,  and  the  rest  that  were  in  commission  with 
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them,  removing  in  haste  toward  Jerusalem  with  a  troop  of  Horse- 
men and  a  multitude  of  people  in  battle  array,  began  to  hinder 
the  builders;  and  the  building  of  the  temple  in  Jerusalem  ceased 
until  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius  king  of  the  Persians. 

Now  when  Darius  reigned,  he  made  a  great  feast  unto  all  his 
subjects,  and  unto  all  his  household,  and  unto  all  the  princes  of 
Media  and  Persia,  and  to  all  the  governors  and  captains  and 
lieutenants  that  were  under  him,  from  India  unto  Ethiopia,  of 
a  hundred  twenty  and  seven  provinces.  And  when  they  had 
eaten  and  drunken,  and  being  satisfied  were  gone  home,  then 
Darius  the  king  went  into  his  bedchamber,  and  slept,  and  soon 
after  awaked. 

Then  three  young  men,  that  were  of  the  guard  that  kept  the 
king's  body,  spoke  one  to  another: 

"Let  every  one  of  us  speak  a  sentence;  he  that  shall  overcome, 
and  whose  sentence  shall  seem  wiser  than  the  others,  unto  him 
shall  the  King  Darius  give  great  gifts,  and  great  things  in  token 
of  victory:  as,  to  be  clothed  in  purple,  to  drink  in  gold,  and  to 
sleep  upon  gold,  and  a  chariot  with  bridles  of  gold,  and  a  head- 
tire  of  fine  linen,  and  a  chain  about  his  neck;  and  he  shall  sit  next 
to  Darius  because  of  his  wisdom,  and  shall  be  called  Darius  his 
cousin." 

And  then  every  one  wrote  his  sentence,  sealed  it,  and  laid  it 
under  King  Darius  his  pillow,  and  said  that,  when  the  king  is 
risen,  some  will  give  him  the  writings;  and  of  whose  side  the 
king  and  the  three  princes  of  Persia  shall  judge  that  his  sentence 
is  the  wisest,  to  him  shall  the  victory  be  given,  as  was  appointed. 

The  first  wrote,  "Wine  is  the  strongest." 

The  second  wrote,,  "The  king  is  strongest/* 

The  third  wrote,  "Women  are  strongest:  but  above  all  things 
Truth  beareth  away  the  victory/' 

Now  when  the  king  was  risen  up,  they  took  their  writings, 
and  delivered  them  unto  him,  and  so  he  read  them.  And  sending 
forth  he  called  all  the  princes  of  Persia  and  Media,  and  the  gov- 
ernors, and  the  captains,  and  the  lieutenants,  and  the  chief  of- 
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fleers,  and  sat  him  down  in  tke  royal  seat  of  judgment;  and  the 
writings  were  read  before  them.  And  he  said,  "Call  the  young 
men,  and  they  shall  declare  their  own  sentences/'  So  they  were 
called,  and  came  in.  And  he  said  unto  them,  "Declare  unto  us 
your  mind  concerning  the  writings/' 

Then  began  the  first,  who  had  spoken  of  the  strength  of  wine, 
and  he  said  thus, 

"O  ye  men,  how  exceeding  strong  is  wine!  it  causeth  all  men 
to  err  that  drink  it.  It  maketh  the  mind  of  the  king  and  of  the 
fatherless  child  to  be  all  one;  of  the  bondman  and  of  the  free- 
man, of  the  poor  man  and  of  the  rich.  It  turneth  also  every 
thought  into  jollity  and  mirth,  so  that  a  man  remembereth  ner 
ther  sorrow  nor  debt.  And  it  maketh  every  heart  rich,  so  that  a 
man  remembereth  neither  king  nor  governor;  and  it  maketh  to 
speak  all  things  by  talents.  And  when  they  are  in  their  cups, 
they  forget  their  love  both  to  friends  and  brethren,  and  a  little 
after  draw  out  swords:  but  when  they  are  from  the  wine,  they 
remember  not  what  they  have  done.  O  ye  men,  is  not  wine  the 
strongest,  that  enforceth  to  do  thus?" 

Then  the  second,  that  had  spoken  of  the  strength  of  the  king, 
began  to  say, 

"O  ye  men,  do  not  men  excel  in  strength,  that  bear  rule  over 
sea  and  land,  and  all  things  in  them?  But  yet  the  king  is  more 
mighty:  for  he  is  lord  of  all  these  things,  and  hath  dominion  over 
them;  and  whatsoever  he  commandeth  them  they  do.  If  he  bid 
them  make  war  the  one  against  the  other,  they  do  it:  if  he  send 
them  out  against  the  enemies,  they  go,  and  break  down  moun- 
tains, walls,  and  towers.  They  slay  and  are  slain,  and  transgress 
not  the  king's  commandment:  if  they  get  the  victory,  they  bring 
all  to  the  king,  as  well  the  spoil,  as  all  things  else.  Likewise  for 
those  that  are  no  soldiers,  and  have  not  to  do  with  wars,  but 
use  husbandry,  when  they  have  reaped  again  that  which  they 
had  sown,  they  bring  it  to  the  king,  and  compel  one  another  to 
pay  tribute  unto  the  king.  O  ye  men,  how  should  not  the  king 
be  mightiest,  when.in  such  sort  he  is  obeyed?" 
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Then  the  third,  who  had  spoken  of  women,  and  of  the  truth 
(this  was  Zorobabel),  began  to  speak 

"O  ye  men,  it  is  not  the  great  king,  nor  the  multitude  of  men, 
neither  is  it  wine,  that  excelleth;  who  is  it  then  that  ruleth 
them,  or  hath  the  lordship  over  them?  are  they  not  women? 
Women  have  borne  the  king  and  all  the  people  that  bear  rule 
by  sea  and  land.  Even  of  them  came  they:  and  they  nourished 
them  up  that  planted  the  vineyards,  from  whence  the  wine 
cometh.  These  also  make  garments  for  men;  these  bring  glory 
unto  men;  and  without  women  cannot  men  be.  Yea,  and  if  men 
have  gathered  together  gold  and  silver,  or  any  other  goodly 
thing,  do  they  not  love  a  woman  which  is  comely  in  favour 
and  beauty?  And  letting  all  those  things  go,  do  they  not  gape, 
and  even  with  open  mouth  fix  their  eyes  fast  on  her;  and  have 
not  all  men  more  desire  unto  her  than  unto  silver  or  gold,  or  any 
goodly  thing  whatsoever?  A  man  leaveth  his  own  father  that 
brought  him  up,  and  his  own  country,  and  cleaveth  unto  his 
wife.  He  sticketh  not  to  spend  his  life  with  his  wife,  and  re- 
raembereth  neither  father,  nor  mother,  nor  country.  By  this  also 
ye  must  know  that  women  have  dominion  over  you:  do  ye  not 
labour  and  toil,  and  give  and  bring  all  to  the  woman?  Yea,  a  man 
taketh  his  sword,  and  goeth  his  way  to  rob  and  to  steal,  to  sail 
upon  the  sea  and  upon  rivers;  and  looketh  upon  a  lion,  and  goeth 
in  the  darkness;  and  when  he  hath  stolen,  spoiled,  and  robbed, 
he  bringeth  it  to  his  love.  Yea,  many  there  be  that  have  run  out 
of  their  wits  for  women,  and  become  servants  for  their  sakes. 
Many  also  have  perished,  have  erred,  and  sinned,  for  women. 
And  now  do  ye  not  believe  me?  is  not  the  king  great  in  his  power? 
do  not  all  regions  fear  to  touch  him?  Yet  did  I  see  him  and  Apame 
the  king's  concubine,  the  daughter  of  the  admirable  Bartacus, 
sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  the  king,  and  taking  the  crown  from 
the  king's  head,  and  setting  it  upon  her  own  head;  she  also 
struck  the  king  with  her  left  hand.  And  yet  for  all  this  the  king 
gaped  and  gazed  upon  her  with  open  mouth:  if  she  laughed  upon 
him,  he  laughed  also;  but  if  she  took  any  displeasure  at  him,  the 
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king  was  fain  to  flatter,  that  she  might  be  reconciled  to  him 
again.  O  ye  men,  how  can  it  be  but  women  should  be  strong, 
seeing  they  do  thus?" 

Then  the  king  and  the  princes  looked  one  upon  another:  so  he 
began  to  speak  of  the  truth. 

"Q  ye  men,  are  not  women  strong?  great  is  the  earth,  high  is 
the  heaven,  swift  is  the  sun  in  his  course,  for  he  compasseth  the 
heavens  round  about,  and  fetcheth  his  course  again  to  his  own 
place  in  one  day.  Is  he  not  great  that  maketh  these  things?  there- 
fore great  is  the  truth,  and  stronger  than  all  things.  All  the  earth 
calleth  upon  the  truth,  and  the  heaven  blesseth  it:  all  works 
shake  and  tremble  at  it,  and  with  it  is  no  unrighteous  thing. 
Wine  is  wicked,  the  king  is  wicked,  women  are  wicked,  all  the 
children  of  men  are  wicked,  and  such  are  all  their  wicked  works; 
and  there  is  no  truth  in  them;  in  their  unrighteousness  also  they 
shall  perish.  As  for  the  truth,  it  endureth,  and  is  always  strong; 
it  liveth  and  conquereth  for  evermore.  With  her  there  is  no 
accepting  of  persons  or  rewards;  but  she  doeth  the  things  that 
are  just,  and  refraineth  from  all  unjust  and  wicked  things;  and 
all  men  do  well  like  of  her  works.  Neither  in  her  judgment  is 
any  unrighteousness;  and  she  is  the  strength,  kingdom,  power, 
and  majesty,  of  all  ages.  Blessed  be  the  God  of  truth."  And  with 
that  he  held  his  peace.  And  all  the  people  then  shouted,  and 
said,  "Great  is  Truth,  and  mighty  above  all  things/' 

Then  said  the  king  unto  him,  "Ask  what  thou  wilt  more  than 
is  appointed  in  the  writing,  and  we  will  give  it  thee,  because 
thou  art  found  wisest;  and  thou  shalt  sit  next  me,  and  shalt  be 
called  my  cousin." 

Then  said  he  unto  the  king,  "Remember  thy  vow,  which  thou 
hast  vowed  to  build  Jerusalem,  in  the  day  when  thou  earnest  to 
thy  kingdom,  and  to  send  away  all  the  vessels  that  were  taken 
away  out  of  Jerusalem,  which  Cyrus  set  apart,  when  he  vowed 
to  destroy  Babylon,  and  to  send  them  again  thither.  Thou  also 
hast  vowed  to  build  up  the  temple,  which  the  Edomites  burned 
when  Judea  was  made  desolate  by  the  Chaldees.  And  now,  O 
lord  the  king,  this  is  that  which  I  require,  and  which  I  desire  of 
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thee,  and  this  is  the  princely  liberality  proceeding  from  thyself: 
I  desire  therefore  that  thou  make  good  the  vow,  the  performance 
whereof  with  thine  own  mouth  thou  hast  vowed  to  the  King  of 
heaven." 

Then  Darius  the  king  stood  up,  and  kissed  him,  and  wrote 
letters  for  him  unto  all  the  treasurers  and  lieutenants  and  cap- 
tains and  governors,  that  they  should  safely  convey  on  their  way 
both  him,  and  all  those  that  go  up  with  him  to  build  Jerusalem. 

Now"  when  this  young  man  was  gone  forth,  he  lifted  up  his 
face  to  heaven  toward  Jerusalem,  and  praised  the  King  of 
heaven,  and  said,  "From  thee  cometh  victory,  from  thee  cometh 
wisdom,  and  thine  is  the  glory,  and  I  am  thy  servant.  Blessed  art 
thou,  who  hast  given  me  wisdom:  for  to  thee  I  give  thanks,  O 
Lord  of  our  fathers."  And  so  he  took  the  letters,  and  went  out, 
and  came  unto  Babylon,  and  told  it  all  his  brethren.  And  they 
praised  the  God  of  their  fathers,  because  he  had  given  them 
freedom  and  liberty  to  go  up,  and  to  build  Jerusalem,  and  the 
temple  which  is  called  by  his  name:  and  they  feasted  with  in- 
struments of  music  and  gladness  seven  days. 
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OF  THE  TWO  memoir  writers,  whose  work  in  its  original  form  was 
an  exception  to  the  general  anonymity  of  the  nonprophetical  looks  of  the 
Old  Testament,  l^ehemiah  the  courtier-cupbearer  was  much  more  gifted 
as  an  author  than  Ezra  the  priest.  He  succeeded  in  stamping  liis  person- 
ality upon  his  writing  so  that  his  figure  stands  out  as  that  of  a  surpris- 
ingly modern  type  of  charader  in  his  energy,  his  will  to  adion,  h>is  benev- 
olent intentions,  and  his  self-complacency.  Tire  movement  that  lie  and 
E%ra  inaugurated  was  on  the  whole  undoubtedly  beneficial,  but  their 
liarsh  abolition  of  mixed  marriages  produced  much  hardship  at  the  time 
and  led  to  the  noble  protest  in  the  Book  of  Ruth. 


The  Book  o 

NEHEMIAH 


Tk  RefcuilJing  oj  the  Walls 

WORDS  OF  NEHEMIAH  the  son  of  Hachaliah.  And  it  came 
JL  to  pass  in  the  month  Chisleu,  in  the  twentieth  year,  as  I 
was  in  Shushan  the  palace,  that  Hanani,  one  of  my  brethren, 
came,  he  and  certain  men  of  Judah;  and  I  asked  them  concerning 
the  Jews  that  had  escaped,  which  were  left  of  the  captivity,  and 
concerning  Jerusalem.  And  they  said  unto  me, 

"The  remnant  that  are  left  of  the  captivity  there  in  the  prov- 
ince are  in  great  affliction  and  reproach:  the  wall  of  Jerusalem 
also  is  broken  down,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  burned  with  fire." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  I  heard  these  words,  that  I  sat 
down  and  wept,  and  mourned  certain  days,  and  fasted,  and 
prayed  before  the  God  of  heaven,  and  said, 

"I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord  God  of  heaven,  the  great  and  terrible 
God,  that  keepeth  covenant  and  mercy  for  them  that  love  him 
and  observe  his  commandments:  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  let  now 
thine  ear  be  attentive  to  the  prayer  of  thy  servant,  and  to  the 
prayer  of  thy  servants,  who  desire  to  fear  thy  name:  and  prosper, 
I  pray  thee,  thy  servant  this  day,  and  grant  him  mercy  in  the 
sight  of  this  man." 

For  I  was  the  king's  cupbearer.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the 
month  Nisan,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Artaxerxes  the  king,  that 
wine  was  before  him:  and  I  took  tip  the  wine,  and  gave  it  unto 
the  king.  Now  I  had  not  been  beforetime  sad  in  his  presence. 
Wherefore  the  king  said  unto  me, 

"Why  is  thy  countenance  sad,  seeing  thou  art  not  sick?  this 
is  nothing  else  but  sorrow  of  heart/' 
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Then  I  was  very  sore  afraid,  and  said  unto  the  king, 

"Let  the  king  live  for  ever:  why  should  not  iny  countenance 
be  sad,  when  the  city,  the  place  of  my  fathers'  sepulchres,  lieth 
waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  consumed  with  fire?" 

Then  the  king  said  unto  me,  "For  what  dost  thou  make  re- 
quest?" 

So  I  prayed  to  the  God  of  heaven.  And  I  said  unto  the  king, 
"If  it  please  the  king,  and  if  thy  servant  have  found  favour  in  thy 
sight,  that  thou  wouldest  send  me  unto  Judah,  unto  the  city  of 
my  fathers'  sepulchres,  that  I  may  build  it." 

And  the  king  said  unto  me  (the  queen  also  sitting  by  him) , 
"For  how  long  shall  thy  journey  be?  and  when  wilt  thou  re- 
turn?" 

So  it  pleased  the  king  to  send  me;  and  I  set  him  a  time.  More- 
over I  said  unto  the  king, 

"If  it  please  the  king,  let  letters  be  given  me  to  the  governors 
beyond  the  river,  that  they  may  convey  me  over  till  I  come  into 
Judah;  and  a  letter  unto  Asaph  the  keeper  of  the  king's  forest, 
that  he  may  give  me  timber  to  make  beams  for  the  gates  of  the 
palace  which  appertained  to  the  house,  and  for  the  wall  of  the 
city,  and  for  the  house  that  I  shall  enter  into." 

And  the  king  granted  me,  according  to  the  good  hand  of  my 
God  upon  me.  So  I  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  was  there  three  days. 

And  I  arose  in  the  night,  I  and  some  few  men  with  me;  neither 
told  I  any  man  what  my  God  had  put  in  my  heart  to  do  at  Jeru- 
salem: neither  was  there  any  beast  with  me,  save  the  beast  that 
I  rode  upon.  And  I  went  out  by  night  by  the  gate  of  the  valley, 
even  before  the  dragon  well,  and  to  the  dung  port,  and  viewed 
the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  which  were  broken  down,  and  the  gates 
thereof  were  consumed  with  fire.  Then  I  went  on  to  the  gate  of 
the  fountain,  and  to  the  king's  pool:  but  there  was  no  place  for 
the  beast  that  was  under  me  to  pass.  Then  I  went  up  in  the  night 
by  the  brook,  and  viewed  the  wall,  and  turned  back,  and  entered 
by  the  gate  of  the  valley,  and  so  returned.  And  the  rulers  knew 
not  whither  I  went,  or  what  I  did;  neither  had  I  as  yet  told  it  to 
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the  Jews,  nor  to  the  priests,  nor  to  the  nobles,  nor  to  the  rulers, 
nor  to  the  rest  that  did  the  work.  Then  said  I  unto  them, 

"Ye  see  the  distress  that  we  are  in,  how  Jerusalem  lieth  waste, 
and  the  gates  thereof  are  burned  with  fire:  come,  and  let  us 
build  up  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  that  we  be  no  more  a  reproach." 

Then  Eliashib  the  high  priest  rose  up  with  his  brethren  the 
priests,  and  they  builded  the  sheep  gate;  they  sanctified  it,  and  set 
up  the  doors  of  it;  even  unto  the  tower  of  Meah  they  sanctified 
it,  unto  the  tower  of  HananeeL  And  next  unto  him  builded  the 
men  of  Jericho.  And  next  to  them  builded  Zaccur  the  son  of 
Imri.  But  the  fish  gate  did  the  sons  of  Hassenaah  build,  who  also 
laid  the  beams  thereof,  and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  the  locks 
thereof,  and  the  bars  thereof.  And  next  unto  them  repaired 
Meremoth  the  son  of  Urijah,  the  son  of  Koz.  And  next  unto  them 
repaired  Meshullam  the  son  of  Berechiah,  the  son  of  Meshezabeel. 
And  next  unto  them  repaired  Zadok  the  son  of  Baana.  And  next 
unto  them  the  Tekoites  repaired;  but  their  nobles  put  not  their 
necks  to  the  work  of  their  Lord.  Moreover  the  old  gate  repaired 
Jehoiada  the  son  of  Paseah,  and  Meshullam  the  son  of  Besodeiah; 
they  laid  the  beams  thereof,  and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  and 
the  locks  thereof,  and  the  bars  thereof.  And  next  unto  them  re- 
paired Melatiah  the  Gibeonite,  and  Jadon  the  Meronothite,  the 
men  of  Gibeon,  and  of  Mizpah,  unto  the  throne  of  the  governor 
on  this  side  the  river.  Next  unto  him  repaired  Uzziel  the  son  of 
Harhaiah,  of  the  goldsmiths.  Next  unto  him  also  repaired 
Hananiah  the  son  of  one  of  the  apothecaries,  and  they  fortified 
Jerusalem  unto  the  broad  wall. 

The  Prohibition  of  Mixed  Marriages 

In  those  days  also  saw  I  Jews  that  had  married  wives  of 
Ashdod,  of  Ammon,  and  of  Moab:  and  their  children  spoke  half 
in  the  speech  of  Ashdod,  and  could  not  speak  in  the  Jews'  lan- 
guage, but  according  to  the  language  of  each  people.  And  I  con- 
tended with  them,  and  cursed  them,  and  smote  certain  of  them, 
and  plucked  off  their  hair,  and  made  them  swear  by  God,  saying, 
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"Ye  shall  not  give  your  daughters  unto  their  sons,  nor  take 
their  daughters  unto  your  sons,  or  for  yourselves.  Did  not  Solo- 
mon king  of  Israel  sin  by  these  things?  yet  among  many  nations 
was  there  no  king  like  him,  who  was  beloved  of  his  God,  and 
God  made  him  king  over  all  Israel:  nevertheless  even  him  did 
outlandish  women  cause  to  sin.  Shall  we  then  hearken  unto  you 
to  do  all  this  great  evil,  to  transgress  against  our  God  in  marry- 
ing strange  wives?" 

And  one  of  the  sons  of  Joiada,  the  son  of  Eliashib  the  high 
priest,  was  son-in-law  to  Sanballat  the  Horonite:  therefore  I 
chased  him  from  me.  Remember  them,  O  my  God,  because  they 
have  defied  the  priesthood,  and  the  covenant  of  the  priesthood, 
and  of  the  Levites.  Thus  cleansed  I  them  from  all  strangers,  and 
appointed  the  wards  of  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  every  one  in 
his  business.  Remember  me,  O  my  God,  for  good. 
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THE  CONQUESTS  of  Alexander  the  Great  Irouglit  the  Jews  under 
Greek  sovereignty.  Aside  from  the  gradual  infiltration  of  Hellenic  cul- 
ture,, this  made  little  difference  in  their  status  until  in  the  middle  of 
the  second  century  B.  C.  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  strangely  intolerant  for  a 
Greek,  attempted  to  suppress  the  Jewish  religion.  His  deliberate  outrag- 
ing of  all  that  the  Jews  held  sacred  amsed  the  heroic  and  successful  re- 
bellion of  Simon  and  Judas  Maccakus  who  secured  religious  freedom 
for  their  people  until  the  destru<3ion  of  Jerusalem  in  A.D.  70.  The 
almost  contemporary  account  of  the  rebellion  in  the  Apocryphal  Books  of 
the  First  and  Second  Maccakes  thus  forms  a  jitting  close  to  the  long 
series  of  BiHical  histories  in  its  triumphant  rcassertion  of  that  worship 
of  Jehovah  which  is  the  central  theme  of  all  of  them. 
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The  Greek  ^Tyranny 

A  ND  IT  HAPPENED,  after  that  Alexander  son  of  Philip,  the  Mace- 
/\  donian,  who  came  out  of  the  land  of  Chettiim,  had  smitten 
Darius  king  of  the  Persians  and  Medes,  that  he  reigned  in  his 
stead,  the  first  over  Greece,  and  made  many  wars,  and  won 
many  strong  holds,  and  slew  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  went 
through  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  took  spoils  of  many  nations, 
insomuch  that  the  earth  was  quiet  before  him;  whereupon  he 
was  exalted,  and  his  heart  was  lifted  up.  And  he  gathered  a 
mighty  strong  host,  and  ruled  over  countries,  and  nations,  and 
kings,  who  became  tributaries  unto  him.  And  after  these  things 
he  fell  sick,  and  perceived  that  he  should  die.  Wherefore  he 
called  his  servants,  such  as  were  honourable,  and  hatd  been 
brought  up  with  him  from  his  youth,  and  parted  his  kingdom 
among  them,  while  he  was  yet  alive.  So  Alexander  reigned 
twelve  years,  and  then  died.  And  his  servants  bore  rule  every 
one  in  his  place. 

And  after  his  death  they  all  put  crowns  upon  themselves;  so 
did  their  sons  after  them  many  years;  and  evils  were  multiplied 
in  the  earth.  And  there  came  out  of  them  a  wicked  root,  Antiochus 
surnamed  Epiphanes,  son  of  Antiochus  the  king,  who  had  been 
a  hostage  at  Rome,  and  he  reigned  in  the  hundred  and  thirty 
and  seventh  year  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Greeks.  In  those  days 
went  there  out  of  Israel  wicked  men,  who  persuaded  many, 
saying, 

"Let  us  go  and  make  a  covenant  with  the  heathen  that  are 
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round  about  us:  foi  since  we  departed  from  them  we  have  had 
much,  sorrow/* 

So  this  device  pleased  them  well.  Then  certain  of  the  people 
were  so  forward  herein,  that  they  went  to  the  king,  who  gave 
them  licence  to  do  after  the  ordinances  of  the  heathen:  where- 
upon they  built  a  place  of  exercise  at  Jerusalem  according  to 
the  customs  of  the  heathen,  and  made  themselves  uncircumcised, 
and  forsook  the  holy  covenant,  and  joined  themselves  to  the 
heathen,  and  were  sold  to  do  mischief. 

Now  when  the  kingdom  was  established  before  Antiochus, 
he  thought  to  reign  over  Egypt,  that  he  might  have  the  domin- 
ion of  two  realms.  Wherefore  he  entered  into  Egypt  with  a 
great  multitude,  with  chariots,  and  elephants,  and  horsemen, 
and  a  great  navy,  and  made  war  against  Ptolemee  king  of  Egypt: 
but  Ptolemee  was  afraid  of  him,  and  fled;  and  many  were 
wounded  to  death.  Thus  they  got  the  strong  cities  in  the  land 
of  Egypt,  and  he  took  the  spoils  thereof. 

And  after  that  Antiochus  had  smitten  Egypt,  he  returned 
again  in  the  hundred  forty  and  third  year,  and  went  up  against 
Israel  and  Jerusalem  with  a  great  multitude,  and  entered 
proudly  into  the  sanctuary,  and  took  away  the  golden  altar,  and 
the  candlestick  of  light,  and  all  the  vessels  thereof,  and  the 
table  of  the  showbread,  and  the  pouring  vessels,  and  the  vials, 
and  the  censers  of  gold,  and  the  veil,  and  the  crowns,  and  the 
golden  ornaments  that  were  before  the  temple,  all  which  he 
pulled  off.  He  took  also  the  silver  and  the  gold,  and  the  precious 
vessels:  also  he  took  the  hidden  treasures  which  he  found.  And 
when  he  had  taken  all  away,  he  went  into  his  own  land,  having 
made  a  great  massacre,  and  spoken  very  proudly.  Therefore 
there  was  great  mourning  in  Israel,  in  every  place  where  they 
were,  so  that  the  princes  and  elders  mourned,  the  virgins  and 
young  men  were  made  feeble,  and  the  beauty  of  women  was 
changed.  Every  bridegroom  took  up  lamentation,  and  she  that 
sat  in  the  marriage  chamber  was  in  heaviness.  The  land  also  was 
moved  for  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  all  the  house  of  Jacob 

[375] 


THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF  THE  MACCABEES 

was  covered  with,  confusion.  And  after  two  years  fully  expired 
the  king  sent  his  chief  collector  of  tribute  unto  tke  cities  of  Juda, 
who  came  unto  Jerusalem  with  a  great  multitude,  and  spoke 
peaceable  words  unto  them,  but  all  was  deceit:  for  when  they 
had  given  him  credence,  he  fell  suddenly  upon  the  city,  and 
smote  it  very  sore,  and  destroyed  much  people  of  Israel.  And 
when  he  had  taken  the  spoils  of  the  city,  he  set  it  on  fire,  and 
pulled  down  the  houses  and  walls  thereof  on  every  side.  But  the 
women  and  children  took  they  captive,  and  possessed  the 
cattle. 

Then  builded  they  the  city  of  David  with  a  great  and  strong 
wall,  and  with  mighty  towers,  and  made  it  a  strong  hold  for 
them.  And  they  put  therein  a  sinful  nation,  wicked  men,  and 
fortified  themselves  therein.  They  stored  it  also  with  armour 
and  victuals,  and  when  they  had  gathered  together  the  spoils  of 
Jerusalem,  they  laid  them  up  there,  and  so  they  became  a  sore 
snare:  for  it  was  a  place  to  lie  in  wait  against  the  sanctuary,  and 
an  evil  adversary  to  Israel.  Thus  they  shed  innocent  blood  on 
every  side  of  the  sanctuary,  and  defiled  it:  insomuch  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  fled  because  of  them:  whereupon  the 
city  was  made  a  habitation  of  strangers,  and  became  strange 
to  those  that  were  born  in  her;  and  her  own  children  left  her. 
Her  sanctuary  was  laid  waste  like  a  wilderness,  her  feasts  were 
turned  into  mourning,  her  sabbaths  into  reproach,  her  honour 
into  contempt.  As  had  been  her  glory,  so  was  her  dishonour  in- 
creased, and  her  excellency  was  turned  into  mourning. 

Moreover  King  Antiochus  wrote  to  his  whole  kingdom  that 
all  "should  be  one  people,  and  every  one  should  leave  his  laws: 
so  all  the  heathen  agreed  according  to  the  commandment  of  the 
king.  Yea,  many  also  of  the  Israelites  consented  to  his  religion, 
and  sacrificed  unto  idols,  and  profaned  the  sabbath.  For  the 
king  had  sent  letters  by  messengers  unto  Jerusalem  and  the  cities 
of  Juda,  that  they  should  follow  the  strange  laws  of  the  land, 
and  forbid  burnt  offerings,  and  sacrifice,  and  drink  offerings,  in 
the  temple;  and  that  they  should  profane  the  sabbaths  and 
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festival  days,  and  pollute  the  sanctuary  and  holy  people,  set  up 
altars,  and  groves,  and  chapels  of  idols,  and  sacrifice  swine's 
flesh,  and  unclean  beasts;  that  they  should  also  leave  their  chil- 
dren uncircumcised,  and  make  their  souls  abominable  with  all 
manner  of  uncleanness  and  profanation:  to  the  end  they  might 
forget  the  law,  and  change  all  the  ordinances.  And  whosoever 
would  not  do  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  king,  he 
said,  he  should  die.  In  the  selfsame  manner  wrote  he  to  his  whole 
kingdom,  and  appointed  overseers  over  all  the  people,  com- 
manding the  cities  of  Juda  to  sacrifice,  city  by  city.  Then  many 
of  the  people  were  gathered  unto  them,  to  wit,  every  one  that 
forsook  the  law;  and  so  they  committed  evils  in  the  land,  and 
drove  the  Israelites  into  secret  places,  even  wheresoever  they 
could  flee  for  succour. 

Now  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month  Casleu,  in  the  hundred 
forty  and  fifth  year,  they  set  up  the  abomination  of  desolation 
upon  the  altar,  and  builded  idol  altars  throughout  the  cities  of 
Juda  on  every  side,  and  burnt  incense  at  the  doors  of  their 
houses,  and  in  the  streets.  And  when  they  had  rent  in  pieces  the 
books  of  the  law  which  they  found,  they  burnt  them  with  fire. 
And  wheresoever  was  found  with  any  the  book  of  the  testament, 
or  if  any  consented  to  the  law,  the  king's  commandment  was 
that  they  should  put  him  to  death.  Thus  did  they  by  their  au- 
thority unto  the  Israelites  every  month,  to  as  many  as  were  found 
in  the  cities.  Now  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  month  they 
did  sacrifice  upon  the  idol  altar,  which  was  upon  the  altar  of 
God.  At  which  time  according  to  the  commandment  they  put 
to  death  certain  women  that  had  caused  their  children  to  be 
circumcised.  And  they  hanged  the  infants  about  their  necks, 
and  rifled  their  houses,  and  slew  them  that  had  circumcised  them. 

Howbeit  many  in  Israel  were  fully  resolved  and  confirmed 
in  themselves  not  to  eat  any  unclean  thing.  Wherefore  they 
chose  rather  to  die,  that  they  might  not  be  defiled  with  meats, 
and  that  they  might  not  profane  the  holy  covenant:  so  then  they 
died.  And  there  was  very  great  wrath  upon  Israel 
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TJi<e  Rebellion  of  the 

'  In  those  days  arose  Mattathias  the  son  of  John,  the  son  of 
Simeon,  a  priest  of  the  sons  of  Joarib,  from  Jerusalem,  and  dwelt 
in  Modin.  And  he  had  five  sons,  Joannan,  called  Caddis;  Simon, 
called  Thassi;  Judas,  who  was  called  Maccabeus;  Eleazar,  called 
Avaran;  and  Jonathan,  whose  surname  was  Apphus.  And  when 
he  saw  the  blasphemies  that  were  committed  in  Juda  and  Jer- 
usalem, he  said, 

"Woe  is  me!  wherefore  was  I  born  to  see  this  misery  of  my 
people,  and  of  the  holy  city,  and  to  dwell  there,  when  it  was 
delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  the  sanctuary  into 
the  hand  of  strangers?  Her  temple  is  become  as  a  man  without 
glory.  Her  glorious  vessels  are  carried  away  into  captivity,  her 
infants  are  slain  in  the  streets,  her  young  men  with  the  sword  of 
the  enemy.  What  nation  hath  not  had  a  part  in  her  kingdom,  and 
gotten  of  her  spoils?  All  her  ornaments  are  taken  away;  of  a  free 
woman  she  is  become  a  bondslave.  And,  behold,  our  sanctuary, 
even  our  beauty  and  our  glory,  is  laid  waste,  and  the  Gentiles 
have  profaned  it.  To  what  end  therefore  shall  we  live  any 
longer?" 

Then  Mattathias  and  his  sons  rent  their  clothes,  and  put  on 
sackcloth,  and  mourned  very  sore.  In  the  mean  while  the  king's 
officers,  such  as  compelled  the  people  to  revolt,  came  into  the 
city  Modin,  to  make  them  sacrifice.  And  when  many  of  Israel 
came  unto  them,  Mattathias  also  and  his  sons  came  together. 
Then  answered  the  king's  officers,  and  said  to  Mattathias  on 
this  wise, 

"Thou  art  a  ruler,  and  an  honourable  and  great  man  in  this 
city,  and  strengthened  with  sons  and  brethren.  Now  therefore 
come  thou  first,  and  fulfil  the  king's  commandment,  like  as  all 
the  heathen  have  done,  yea,  and  the  men  of  Juda  also,  and  such 
as  remain  at  Jerusalem:  so  shalt  thou  and  thy  house  be  in  the 
number  of  the  king's  friends,  and  thou  and  thy  children  shall  be 
honoured  with  silver  and  gold,  and  many  rewards." 

Then  Mattathias  answered  and  spoke  with  a  loud  voice, 
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"Though  all  the  nations  that  are  under  the  king's  dominion 
obey  him,  and  fall  away  every  one  from  the  religion  of  their 
fathers,  and  give  consent  to  his  commandments:  yet  will  I  and 
my  sons  and  my  brethren  walk  in  the  covenant  of  our  fathers. 
God  forbid  that  we  should  forsake  the  law  and  the  ordinances. 
We  will  not  hearken  to  the  king's  words,  to  go  from  our  re- 
ligion, either  on  the  right  hand,  or  the  left/' 

Now  when  he  had  left  speaking  these  words,  there  came  one 
of  the  Jews  in  the  sight  of  all  to  sacrifice  on  the  altar  which  was 
at  Modin,  according  to  the  king's  commandment.  Which  thing 
when  Mattathias  saw,  he  was  inflamed  with  zeal,  and  his  reins 
trembled,  neither  could  he  forbear  to  show  his  anger  according 
to  judgment:  wherefore  he  ran,  and  slew  him  upon  the  altar. 
Also  the  king's  commissioner,  who  compelled  men  to  sacrifice, 
he  killed  at  that  time,  and  the  altar  he  pulled  down.  Thus  dealt 
he  zealously  for  the  law  of  God,  like  as  Phinees  did  unto  Zambri 
the  son  of  Salom.  And  Mattathias  cried  throughout  the  city 
with  a  loud  voice,  saying, 

"Whosoever  is  zealous  of  the  law,  and  maintaineth  the 
covenant,  let  him  follow  me/' 

So  he  and  his  sons  fled  into  the  mountains,  and  left  all  that 
ever  they  had  in  the  city.  Then  many  that  sought  after  justice 
and  judgment  went  down  into  the  wilderness,  to  dwell  there: 
both  they,  and  their  children,  and  their  wives,  and  their  cattle; 
because  afflictions  increased  sore  upon  them. 

Now  when  it  was  told  the  king's  servants,  and  the  host  that 
was  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  city  of  David,  that  certain  men,  who 
had  broken  the  king's  commandment,  were  gone  down  into  the 
secret  places  in  the  wilderness,  they  pursued  after  them  a  great 
number,  and  having  overtaken  them,  they  camped  against  them, 
and  made  war  against  them  on  the  sabbath  day.  And  they  said 
unto  them, 

"Let  that  which  ye  have  done  hitherto  suffice;  come  forth, 
and  do  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  king,  and  ye  shall 
live." 

But  they  said, 
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"We  will  not  come  forth,  neither  will  we  do  the  king's  com- 
mandment, to  profane  the  sabbath  day/' 

So  then  they  gave  them  the  battle  with  all  speed.  Howbeit 
they  answered  them  not,  neither  cast  they  a  stone  at  them,  nor 
stopped  the  places  where  they  lay  hid,  but  said, 

"Let  us  die  all  in  our  innocency:  heaven  and  earth  shall  testify 
for  us,  that  ye  put  us  to  death  wrongfully." 

So  they  rose  up  against  them  in  battle  on  the  sabbath,  and 
they  slew  them,  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  their  cattle, 
to  the  number  of  a  thousand  people.  Now  when  Mattathias  and 
his  friends  understood  hereof,  they  mourned  for  them  right  sore. 
And  one  of  them  said  to  another, 

"If  we  all  do  as  our  brethren  have  done,  and  fight  not  for  our 
lives  and  laws  against  the  heathen,  they  will  now  quickly  root 
us  out  of  the  earth/' 

At  that  time  therefore  they  decreed,  saying, 

"Whosoever  shall  come  to  make  battle  with  us  on  the  sabbath 
day,  we  will  fight  against  him;  neither  will  we  die  all,  as  our 
brethren  that  were  murdered  in  the  secret  places." 

Then  came  there  unto  him  a  company  of  Assideans,  who  were 
mighty  men  of  Israel,  even  all  such  as  were  voluntarily  devoted 
unto  the  law.  Also  all  they  that  fled  for  persecution  joined 
themselves  unto  them,  and  were  a  stay  unto  them.  So  they  joined 
their  forces,  and  smote  sinful  men  in  their  anger,  and  wicked 
men  in  their  wrath:  but  the  rest  fled  to  the  heathen  for  succour. 
Then  Mattathias  and  his  friends  went  round  about,  and  pulled 
down  the  altars,  and  what  children  soever  they  found  within 
the  coast  of  Israel  uncircumcised,  those  they  circumcised  val- 
iantly. They  pursued  also  after  the  proud  men,  and  the  work 
prospered  in  their  hand.  So  they  recovered  the  law  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  Gentiles,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  kings,  neither 
suffered  they  the  sinner  to  triumph. 

Now  when  the  time  drew  near  that  Mattathias  should  die, 
he  said  unto  his  sons, 

"Now  hath  pride  and  rebuke  gotten  strength,  and  the  time 
of  destruction,  and  the  wrath  of  indignation.  Now  therefore, 
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my  sons,  be  ye  zealous  for  the  law,  and  give  your  lives  for  the 
covenant  of  your  fathers.  Call  to  remembrance  what  acts  our 
fathers  did  in  their  time;  so  shall  ye  receive  great  honour  and 
an  everlasting  name.  Wherefore,  ye  my  sons,  be  valiant,  and 
show  yourselves  men  in  the  behalf  of  the  law;  for  by  it  shall  ye 
obtain  glory.  And,  behold,  I  know  that  your  brother  Simon  is  a 
man  of  counsel,  give  ear  unto  him  alway:  he  shall  be  a  father 
unto  you.  As  for  Judas  Maccabeus,  he  hath  been  mighty  and 
strong,  even  from  his  youth  up:  let  him  be  your  captain,  and 
fight  the  battle  of  the  people.  Take  also  unto  you  all  those  that 
observe  the  law,  and  avenge  ye  the  wrong  of  your  people. 
Recompense  fully  the  heathen,  and  take  heed  to  the  command- 
ments of  the  law." 

So  he  blessed  them,  and  was  gathered  to  his  fathers.  And  he 
died  in  the  hundred  forty  and  sixth  year,  and  his  sons  buried 
him  in  the  sepulchres  of  his  fathers  at  Modin,  and  all  Israel 
made  great  lamentation  for  him. 

Then  his  son  Judas,  called  Maccabeus,  rose  up  in  his  stead. 
And  all  his  brethren  helped  him,  and  so  did  all  they  that  held 
with  his  father,  and  they  fought  with  cheerfulness  the  battle  of 
Israel  So  he  got  his  people  great  honour,  and  put  on  a  breast- 
plate as  a  giant,  and  girt  his  warlike  harness  about  him,  and  he 
made  battles,  protecting  the  host  with  his  sword.  In  his  acts  he 
was  like  a  lion,  and  like  a  lion's  whelp  roaring  for  his  prey.  For 
he  pursued  the  wicked,  and  sought  them  out,  and  burnt  up 
those  that  vexed  his  people.  Wherefore  the  wicked  shrunk  for 
fear  of  him,  and  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  were  troubled,  be- 
cause salvation  prospered  in  his  hand.  He  grieved  also  many 
kings,  and  made  Jacob  glad  with  his  acts,  and  his  memorial  is 
blessed  for  ever.  Moreover  he  went  through  the  cities  of  Juda, 
destroying  the  ungodly  out  of  them,  and  turning  away  wrath 
from  Israel:  so  that  he  was  renowned  unto  the  utmost  part  of 
the  earth,  and  he  received.unto  him  such  as  were  ready  to  perish. 
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THE  PROPHETICAL  BOOKS  of  the  OU  Testament  ajford  the  most 
complete  refutation  to  fa  found  in  any  literature  of  the  "art  for  art '5 
sake"  heresy.  For  they  contain  undeniably  sublime  poetry  which  is  also 
undeniably  inspired  ly  a  moral  purpose.  The  message  of  all  the  great 
literary  prophets  is  alike  in  its  unrelenting  hostility  to  any  compromise 
with  the  lax  moral  customs  of  the  surrounding  paganisms,  in  its  in- 
sistence  upon  the  monotheistic  worship  of  God  through  righteousness  rather 
than  through  ceremonial,  and  in  its  constant  proletarian  protest  against 
the  injustice  of  the  ruling  classes.  Prophecies  of  the  approaching  doom  of 
the  whole  political  and  social  order  are  so  recurrent  as  to  facomc  weari- 
some to  a  modern  reader,  lut  since  this  doom  was  actually  fulfilled  the 
prophets  must  fa  acknowledged  to  have  read  the  signs  of  the  times  cor- 
redly.  And  with  all  this  community  of  purpose  among  them,  there  were 
still  great  individual  dijferences  of  personality  and  literary  style. 

The  characteristic  of  Hebrew  poetry  of  king  based  upon  parallelism 
of  phrase  instead  of  upon  metre  made  it  easy  to  pass  lack  and  forth  from 
prose  to  verse,  a  lifarty  used  ly  the  prophets  so  extensively  that  there  are 
many  borderline  cases  of  passages  that  may  almost  equally  well  fa  re- 
garded as  verse  or  as  rhythmical  prose. 

The  first  of  the  new;  school,  Amos  the  herdsman  of  Tekoa,  writing 
fatween  165  and  750  B.C.,  caught  jrom  his  native  southern  moun- 
tains their  rugged  grandeur  and  simplicity.  Bursting  in  like  a  moral 
thunderbolt  upon  the  merry  feast  at  "Beth-el  in  the  Northern  Kingdom, 
he  nevertheless  intuitively  followed  the  most  approved  method  of  rhetor- 
ical persuasion  in  opening  his  discourse  with  a  pronouncement  of  doom 
upon  successive  neighboring  peoples  and  then  slowly  and  as  it  were  in- 
evitably narrowing  the  circle  to  include  the  company  before  him.  In  spite 
of  this  ta&ful  beginning,  it  is  not  surprising  that  fafore  his  message  was 
jlnished  there  was  demand  that  he  fa  deported  as  an  alien  incendiary 
lack  to  the  Southern  Kingdom,  there  "to  eat  bread  and  prophesy  there" 
and  to  "prophesy  not  again  any  more  at  Beth-el " 
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WHO  WAS  AMONG  THE  HERDSMEN  OF  TEKOA,  WHICH  HE 
SAW  CONCERNING  ISRAEL  IN  THE  DAYS  OF  UZZIAH  KING  OF 
JUDAHj  AND  IN  THE  DAYS  OF  JEROBOAM  THE  SON  OF  JOASH 
KING  OF  ISRAEL,  TWO  YEARS  BEFORE  THE  EARTHQUAKE. 


"Tk  Lord  Will  Roar  from  Zion 

The  Lord  will  roar  from  Zion, 

And  utter  his  voice  from  Jerusalem; 

And  the  habitations  of  the  shepherds  shall  mourn, 

And  the  top  ofCarmel  shall  wither. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord: 

"For  three  transgressions  of  Damascus, 

And  for  four, 

I  will  not  turn  away  the  punishment  thereof; 

Because  they  have  threshed  Gilead  with  threshing  instruments  of  iron. 

But  I  will  sendajire  into  the  house  ofHazael, 

Which  shall  devour  the  palaces  ofBen-hadad. 

I  will  break  also  the  lar  of  Damascus, 

And  cut  ojfthe  inhabitant  from  the  plain  ofAven, 

And  him  that  holdeth  the  sceptre  from  the  house  of  Eden: 

And  the  people  of  Syria  shall  go  into  captivity  unto  Kir/ 

Saith  the  Lord. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord: 

"For  three  transgressions  of  Gaza, 

And  for  four, 

I  will  not  turn  away  the  punishment  thereof; 
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Because  they  carried  away  captive  the  whole  captivity, 

To  deliver  them  up  to  Edom. 

But  I  will  send  a  fire  on  the  wall  of  Gaza, 

Which  shall  devour  the  palaces  thereof: 

And  I  will  cut  off  the  inhabitant  from  Ashdod, 

And  him  that  holdeth  the  sceptre  from  Ashkelon, 

And  I  will  turn  mine  hand  against  Eferon: 

And  the  remnant  of  the  Philistines  shall  perish, " 

Saith  the  Lord  God. 

°Thus  saith  the  Lord: 

"For  three  transgressions  ofTyrus, 

And  for  four, 

I  will  not  turn  away  the  punishment  thereof; 

Because  they  delivered  up  the  whole  captivity  to  Edom; 

And  remembered  not  the  brotherly  covenant. 

But  I  will  send  a  fire  on  the  wall  of  Tyrus, 

Which  shall  devour  the  palaces  thereof." 

Thus  saith  the  Lord: 

"For  three  transgressions  of  Edom 3 

And  for  /our, 

I  will  not  turn  away  the  punishment  thereof; 

Because  he  did  pursue  his  brother  with  the  sword, 

And  did  cast  ojf  all  pity, 

And  his  anger  did  tear  perpetually, 

And  he  kept  his  wrath  for  ever. 

But  I  will  send  a  fire  upon  Teman, 

Which  shall  devour  the  palaces  of  Bo zr ah." 

Thus  saith  the  Lord: 

"For  three  transgressions  of  the  children  of  Ammon; 

And  for  four, 

I  will  not  turn  away  the  punishment  thereof; 

Because  they  have  ripped  up  the  women  with  child  of  Gileacl; 

That  they  might  enlarge  their  border. 
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But  I  will  kindle  a  fire  in  the  wall  of  Rattak, 

And  it  shall  devour  the  palaces  thereof, 

\Vith  shouting  in  the  day  of  tattle, 

With  a  tempest  in  the  day  of  the  whirlwind: 

And  their  Icing  shall  go  into  captivity, 

He  and  his  princes  together" 

Saith  the  Lord. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord: 

"For  three  transgressions  of  Moat, 

And  for  four, 

I  will  not  turn  away  the  punishment  thereof; 

Because  he  turned  the  tones 

Of  the  Icing  ofEdom  into  lime. 

But  I  will  send  a  fire  upon  Moat., 

And  it  shall  devour  the  palaces  ofKirioth: 

And  Moat  shall  die  with  tumult, 

Vtfith  shouting,  and  with  the  sound  of  the  trumpet: 

And  I  will  cut  off  the  judge  from  the  midst  thereof, 

And  will  slay  all  the  princes  thereof  with  himj" 

Saith  the  Lord. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord: 

"For  three  transgressions  ofjudah, 

And  for  four, 

I  will  not  turn  away  the  punishment  thereof; 

Because  they  have  despised  the  law  of  the  Lord, 

And  have  not  kept  his  commandments, 

And  their  lies  caused  them  to  crr3 

After  the  which  their  fathers  have  walked. 

But  I  will  send  afire  uponjudah, 

And  it  shall  devour  the  palaces  of  Jerusalem.  ** 

Thus  saith  the  Lord: 

"For  three  transgressions  of  Israel., 

And  for  four , 
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I  will  not  turn  away  the  punishment  thereof; 

Because  they  sold  ike  righteous  for  silver } 

And  the  poor  for  a  pair  of  shoes; 

Tkat  pant  after  the  dust  of  the  earth  on  the  head  of  the  poor; 

And  turn  aside  the  way  of  the  meek: 

And  a  man  and  his  father  will  go  in  unto  the  same  maid, 

To  profane  my  holy  name: 

And  they  lay  themselves  down  upon  clothes  laid  to  pledge  to  every  altar, 

And  they  drink  the  wine  of  the  condemned  in  the  house  of  their  god. 

Yet  destroyed  1  the  Amorite  lefore  them , 

Whose  height  was  like  the  height  of  the  cedars, 

And  he  was  strong  as  the  oaks; 

Yet  I  destroyed  his  fruit  from  above, 

And  his  roots  from  beneath. 

Also  I  brought  you  up  from  the  land  of  Egypt, 

And  led  you  forty  years  through  the  wilderness, 

To  possess  the  land  of  the  Amorite. 

And  I  raised  up  of  your  sons  for  prophets, 

And  of  your  young  men  for  J^azarites. 

Is  it  not  even  thus,  O  ye  children  of  Israel?" 

Saith  the  Lord. 

"But  ye  gave  the  'N&zarites  wine  to  drink; 

And  commanded  the  prophets, 

Saying,  'Prophesy  not " 

Behold,  I  am  pressed  under  you, 

As  a  cart  is  pressed  that  is  full  of  sheaves. 

Therefore  the  flight  shall  perish  from  the  swift ; 

And  the  strong  shall  not  strengthen  his  force, 

Neither  shall  the  mighty  deliver  himself: 

l^ieither  shall  he  stand  that  handleth  the  low; 

And  he  that  is  swift  of  foot  shall  not  deliver  himself: 

Neither  shall  he  that  rideth  the  horse  deliver  himself. 

And  he  that  is  courageous  among  the  mighty 

Shall  flee  away  naked  in  that  day," 

Saith  the  Lord. 
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"Hmr  TUs  Word  That  the  Lord  Hath  Sf 

Hear  this  word  that  the  Lord  hath  spoken  against  you,  O  children  of 

Israel, 
Against  the  whole  family  which  I  brought  up  from  the  land  of  Egypt, 

saying, 

"You  only  have  I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth": 
Therefore  I  will  punish  you  for  all  your  iniquities. 

Can  two  walk  together,  except  they  lot  agreed? 

Will  a  lion  roar  in  the  forest,  when  he  hath  no  prey? 

Will  a  young  lion  cry  out  of  his  den,  if  he  have  taken  nothing? 

Can  a  hird  fall  in  a  snare  upon  the  earth,  where  no  gin  is  for  him? 

Shall  one  take  up  a  snare  from  the  earth,  and  have  taken  nothing  at  all? 

Shall  a  trumpet  le  lolown  in  the  city,  and  the  people  not  le  afraid? 

Shall  there  he  evil  in  a  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it? 

Surely  the  Lord  God  will  do  nothing^  hut  he  revedeth  his  secret  unto 

his  servants  the  prophets. 
The  lion  hath  roared,  who  will  not  fear? 
The  Lord  God  hath  spoken,  who  can  lut  prophesy? 

Publish  in  the  palaces  at  Ashdod, 

And  in  the  palaces  in  the  land  of  Egypt, 

And  say,  "  Assemble  yourselves  upon  the  mountains  of  Samaria, 

And  Toehold  the  great  tumults  in  the  midst  thereof 3 

And  the  oppressed  in  the  midst  thereof!' 

"For  they  know  not  to  do  right"  saith  the  Lord, 

" Who  store  up  violence  and  robbery  in  their  palaces." 

TTaerefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God: 
"An  adversary  there  shall  le  even  round  about  the  land; 
And  he  shall  Taring  down  thy  strength  from  thcc, 
And  thy  palaces  shall  be  spoiled." 

Thus  saith  the  Lord: 

"As  the  shepherd  taketh  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  lion  two  legs,  or  a  piece 
of  an  ear; 
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So  shall  the  children  of  Israel  lot  taken  out  that  dwell  in  Samaria  in  the 

corner  of  a  led, 
And  in  Damascus  in  a  couch. 

Hear  ye,  and  testify  in  the  house  of  Jacob'3 

Saith  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  hosts, 

"That  in  the  day  that  I  shall  visit  the  transgressions  of  Israel  upon  him 

I  will  also  visit  the  altars  of  Beth" el: 

And  the  horns  of  the  altar  shall  le  cut  off,  and  fall  to  the  ground. 

And  I  will  smite  the  winter  house  with  the  summer  house; 

And  the  houses  of  ivory  shall  perish, 

And  the  great  houses  shall  have  an  end" 

Saith  the  Lord. 

"Hear  Tkis  Word,  Ye  Kine  o/BasJwn" 

Hear  this  word,  ye  Jane  ofBashan, 

That  are  in  the  mountain  of  Samaria, 

Which  oppress  the  poor,  which  crush  the  needy, 

Which  say  to  their  masters,  "Bring,  and  let  us  drink" 

The  Lord  God  hath  sworn  loy  his  holiness, 

That,  lo,  the  days  shall  come  upon  you, 

That  he  will  take  you  away  with  hooks, 

And  your  posterity  with  fishhooks. 

"And  ye  shall  go  out  at  the  Ir  caches, 

Every  cow  at  that  which  is  lefore  her; 

And  ye  shall  cast  them  into  the  palace" 

Saith  the  Lord. 

"Come  to  Bcth"cl3  and  transgress; 

At  Gilgal  multiply  transgression; 

And  bring  your  sacrifices  every  morning, 

And  your  tithes  after  three  years: 

And  offer  a  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving  with  leaven. 

And  proclaim  and  publish  the  free  offerings: 

For  this  liketh  you,  O  ye  children  of  Israel," 

Saith  the  Lord  God. 
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"And  I  also  have  given  you  cleanness  of  teeth  in  all  your  cities, 
And  want  ofloread  in  all  your  places: 
Yet  have  ye  not  returned  unto  me" 
Saith  the  Lord. 

"And  also  I  have  withheld  the  rain  from  you, 

When  there  were  yet  three  months  to  the  harvest: 

And  I  caused  it  to  rain  upon  one  city, 

And  caused  it  not  to  rain  upon  another  city: 

One  piece  was  rained  upon, 

And  the  piece  whereupon  it  rained  not  withered. 

So  two  or  three  cities  wandered  unto  one  city,  to  drink  water; 

But  they  were  not  satisfied: 

Yet  have  ye  not  returned  unto  me," 

Saith  the  Lord. 

"I  have  smitten  you  with  "blasting  and  mildew: 

When  your  gardens  and  your  vineyards  and  your  fig  trees  and  your 

olive  trees  increased, 
The  palmerworm  devoured  them: 
Yet  have  ye  not  returned  unto  me/' 
Saith  the  Lord. 

"I  have  sent  among  you  the  pestilence  after  the  manner  of  Egypt: 

Your  young  men  have  I  slain  with  the  sword, 

And  have  taken  away  your  horses; 

And  I  have  made  the  stink  of  your  camps  to  come  up  unto  your 

nostrils: 

Yet  have  ye  not  returned  unto  me" 
Saith  the  Lord. 

"I  have  overthrown  some  of  you,  as  God  overthrew  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah, 

And  ye  were  as  a  firebrand  plucked  out  of  the  burning: 
Yet  have  ye  not  returned  unto  me" 
Saith  the  Lord. 
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"Therefore  thus  will  I  do  unto  thee,  O  Israel: 
And  because  I  will  do  this  unto  thee} 
Prepare  to  meet  thy  God,  O  Israel." 

For,  lo,  lie  that  formeth  the  mountains,  and  createth  ike  wind, 

And  dedareth  unto  man  what  is  his  thought, 

Tkat  maketh  the  morning  darkness, 

And  treadeth  upon  the  high  places  of  the  earth, 

The  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts,  is  his  name. 

"Hear  Ye  Tkis  Word  Which  I  Take  Up  Against  You' 

Hear  ye  this  word  which  I  take  up  against  you, 
Even  a  lamentation,  O  house  of  Israel: 
"The  virgin  of  Israel  is  fallen;  she  shall  no  more  rise: 
She  is  forsaken  upon  her  land;  there  is  none  to  raise  her  up" 
For  thus  saith  the  Lord  God; 

"The  city  that  went  out  Ivy  a  thousand  shall  leave  a  hundred, 
And  that  which  went  forth  Toy  a  hundred  shall  leave  ten,  to  the 
house  of  Israel." 

"Seek  Ye  Me,  and  Ye  Shall  Live" 

°Thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  the  house  of  Israel, 

"Seek  ye  me,  and  ye  shall  live: 

But  seek  not  Beth-el, 

J^ipr  enter  into  Gilgal, 

And  pass  not  to  Beer-sheba: 

For  Gilgal  shall  surely  go  into  captivity, 

And  Beth-el  shall  come  'to  nought. " 

Seek  the  Lord,  and  ye  shall  live; 

Lest  he  })reak  out  like  fire  in  the  house  of  Joseph,  and  devour  it, 

And  there  Le  none  to  quench  it  in  Beth-el.  Ye  who  turn  judgment 

to  wormwood. 

And  leave  off  righteousness  in  the  earth, 
Seek  him  that  maketh  the  seven  stars  and  Orion, 
And  turneth  the  shadow  of  death  into  the  morning, 
And  maketh  the  day  dark  with  night: 
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*That  calleth  for  the  waters  of  the  sea, 

And  poureth  them  out  upon  the  face  of  the  earth: 

The  Lord  is  his  name. 

"Wailing  Shall  Be  in  All  Streets" 

The  Lord,  the  God  of  hosts y  the  Lord,  saith  thus: 
"\Vailing  shall  he  in  all  streets; 
And  they  shall  say  in  all  the  highways,  'Alas!  alas!9 
And  they  shall  call  the  husbandman  to  mourning, 
And  such  as  are  skilful  of  lamentation  to  wailing* 
And  in  all  vineyards  shall  he  wailing: 
For  I  will  pass  through  thee" 
Saith  the  Lord. 

"Woe  unto  you  that  desire  the  day  of  the  Lord! 

To  what  end  is  it  for  you? 

The  day  of  the  Lord  is  darkness,  and  not  light. 

As  if  a  man  did  flee  from  a  lion, 

And  a  hear  -met  him; 

Or  went  into  the  house,  and  leaned  his  hand  on  the  wall, 

And  a  serpent  Bvt  him. 

Shall  not  the  day  of  the  Lord  he  darkness,  and  not  light? 

Even  very  dark,  and  no  brightness  in  it? 

I  hate,  I  despise  your  feast  days, 

And  I  ivill  not  smell  in  your  solemn  assemblies. 

Though  ye  offer  -me  lournt  offerings  and  your  meat  offerings, 

I  will  not  accept  them: 

J^either  ivill  I  regard  the  peace  offerings  of  your  fat  leasts. 

Take  thou  away  from  me  the  noise  of  thy  songs; 

For  I  ivill  not  hear  the  melody  of  thy  viols. 

But  let  judgment  run  down  as  waters, 

And  righteousness  as  a  mighty  stream*" 

"Woe  to  Them  'That  Arc  at  Ease  in 

Woe  to  them  that  are  at  ease  in  Zion, 
And  trust  in  the  mountain  of  Samaria, 
Which  are  named  chief  of  the  nations, 
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To  whom  the  house  of  Israel  camel 

Pass  ye  unto  Calneh,  and  see; 

And  from  thence  go  ye  to  Hamath  the  great: 

Then  go  doum  to  Gath  of  the  Philistines: 

Be  they  tetter  thaw  these  kingdoms? 

Or  their  border  greater  than  your  border? 

Ye  that  put  far  away  the  evil  day,, 

And  cause  the  seat  of  violence  to  come  near; 

That  lie  upon  leds  of  ivory, 

And  stretch  themselves  upon  their  couches, 

And  eat  the  lambs  out  of  the  flock, 

And  the  calves  out  of  the  midst  of  the  stall; 

That  chant  to  the  sound  of  the  viol, 

And  invent  to  themselves  instruments  of  music,  like  David; 

That  drink  wine  in  "bowls, 

And  anoint  themselves  with  the  chief  ointments: 

But  they  are  not  grieved  for  the  ajflidion  of  Joseph. 

Therefore  now  shall  they  go  captive  with  the  first  that  go  captive, 

And  the  banquet  of  them  that  stretched  themselves  shall  he  removed. 

The  Lord  God  hath  sworn  loy  himself, 

Saith  the  Lord  the  God  of  hosts, 

"I  abhor  the  excellency  of  Jacob,  and  hate  his  palaces: 

Therefore  will  I  deliver  up  the  city  with  all  that  is  therein. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 

If  there  remain  ten  men  in  one  house,  they  shall  die. 

And  a  man's  uncle  shall  take  him  up, 

And  he  that  lur'neth  him  shall  say  unto  him  that  is  ty  the  sides  of 

the  house, 

"Is  there  yet  any  with  thcc?" 
And  he  shall  say,  "J\£o. " 
Then  shall  he  say,  "Hold  thy  tongue' : 
For  we  may  not  make  mention  of  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
For,  behold,  the  Lord  commandeth, 
And  he  will  smite  the  great  house  with  breaches^ 
And  the  little  house  with  clefts. 
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Symbolism  of  the  Grasshoppers,  the  Fire,  and  the  Plumbline 

Thus  hath  the  Lord  God  showed  unto  me;  and,  behold,  he 
formed  grasshoppers  in  the  beginning  of  the  shooting  up  of  the 
latter  growth;  and,  lo,  it  was  the  latter  growth  after  the  king's 
mowings.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  they  had  made  an  end 
of  eating  the  grass  of  the  land,  then  I  said,  "O  Lord  God,  forgive, 
I  beseech  thee:  by  whom  shall  Jacob  arise?  for  he  is  small."  The 
Lord  repented  for  this:  "It  shall  not  be,"  saith  the  Lord. 

Thus  hath  the  Lord  God  showed  unto  me:  and,  behold,  the 
Lord  God  called  to  contend  by  fixe,  and  it  devoured  the  great 
deep,  and  did  eat  up  a  part.  Then  said  I,  "O  Lord  God,  cease,  I 
beseech  thee:  by  whom  shall  Jacob  arise?  for  he  is  small."  The 
Lord  repented  for  this:  "This  also  shall  not  be,"  saith  the  Lord 
God. 

Thus  he  showed  me:  and,  behold,  the  Lord  stood  upon  a  wall 
made  by  a  plumbline,  with  a  plumbline  in  his  hand.  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  me,  "Amos,  what  seest  thou?"  And  I  said,  "A 
plumbline."  Then  said  the  Lord,  "Behold,  I  will  set  a  plumbline 
in  the  midst  of  my  people  Israel;  I  will  not  again  pass  by  them 
any  more;  and  the  high  places  of  Isaac  shall  be  desolate,  and  the 
sanctuaries  of  Israel  shall  be  laid  waste;  and  I  will  rise  against 
the  house  of  Jeroboam  with  the  sword." 


"Amos  Hath  ConspireJ  Against 

Then  Amaziah  the  priest  of  Beth-el  sent  to  Jeroboam  Icing  of 
Israel,  saying, 

"Amos  hath  conspired  against  thee  in  ike  midst  of  the  house  of  Israel: 
The  land  is  not  able  to  hear  all  his  words. 
For  thus  Amos  saith, 
'Jeroboam  shall  die  ly  the  sword, 
And  Israel  shall  surely  be  led  away  captive  out  of  their  own  lanL'" 

Also  Amaziah  said  unto  Amos, 

"O  thou  seer,  go,  flee  thee  away  into  the  land  of]udah} 
And  there  eat  bread,  and  prophesy  there. 
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But  prophesy  not  again  any  more  at  BetJrel: 

For  it  is  the  kings  chapel,  and  it  is  the  king's  court 

Then  answered  Amos,  and  said  to  Amaziah, 

"I  was  no  -prophet,  neither  was  I  a  prophet's  son; 
But  I  was  a  herdsman,  and  a  gatherer  of  sycamore  fruit: 
And  the  Lord  took  me  as  I  followed  the  flock, 
And  the  Lord  said  unto  me, 
'Go,  prophesy  unto  my  people  Israel. ' 
Nj)w  therefore  hear  thou  the  word  of  the  Lord: 
Thou  sayest,  'Prophesy  not  against  Israel, 
And  drop  not  thy  word  against  the  house  of  Isaac. ' 
Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord: 
'Thy  wife  shall  le  a  harlot  in  the  city, 
And  thy  sons  and  thy  daughters  shall  fall  by  the  sword, 
And  thy  land  shall  le  divided  ly  line; 
And  thou  shalt  die  in  a  polluted  land: 
And  Israel  shall  surely  go  into  captivity  forth  of  his  land. 

Symbolism  of  the  Fruit 

Thus  hath  the  Lord  God  stowed  unto  me:  and  behold  a  bas- 
ket of  summer  fruit.  And  tie  said,  "Amos,  what  seest  thou?"  And 
I  said,  "A  basket  of  summer  fruit."  Then  said  the  Lord  unto  me, 
"The  end  is  come  upon  my  people  of  Israel;  I  will  not  again  pass 
by  them  any  more. 

"And  the  songs  of  the  temple  shall  be  howlings  in  that  day/' 
saith  the  Lord  God:  "there  shall  be  many  dead  bodies  in  every 
place;  they  shall  cast  them  forth  with  silence." 

Hear  this,  O  ye  that  swallow  up  the  needy,  even  to  make  the 
poor  of  the  land  to  fail,  saying,  "When  will  the  new  moon  be 
gone,  that  we  may  sell  corn?  and  the  sabbath,  that  we  may  set 
forth  wheat?"  making  the  ephah  small,  and  the  shekel  great,  and 
falsifying  the  balances  by  deceit.  "That  we  may  buy  the  poor 
for  silver,  and  the  needy  for  a  pair  of  shoes;  yea,  and  sell  the 
refuse  of  the  wheat?  " 

The  Lord  hath  sworn  by  the  excellency  of  Jacob,  "Surely  I 
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will  never  forget  any  of  their  works/'  SKall  not  the  land  tremble 
for  this,  and  every  one  mourn  that  dwelleth  therein?  and  it  shall 
rise  up  wholly  as  a  flood;  and  it  shall  be  cast  out  and  drowned, 
as  by  the  flood  of  Egypt. 

"And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,"  saith  the  Lord  God, 
"that  I  will  cause  the  sun  to  go  down  at  noon,  and  I  will  darken 
the  earth  in  the  clear  day:  and  I  will  turn  your  feasts  into  mourn- 
ing, and  all  your  songs  into  lamentation;  and  I  will  bring  up 
sackcloth  upon  all  loins,  and  baldness  upon  every  head;  and  I 
will  make  it  as  the  mourning  of  an  only  son,  and  the  end  thereof 
as  a  bitter  day. 

"Behold,  the  days  come,"  saith  the  Lord  God,  "that  I  will 
send  a  famine  in  the  land,  not  a  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for 
water,  but  of  hearing  the  words  of  the  Lord:  and  they  shall 
wander  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  north  even  to  the  east, 
they  shall  run  to  and  fro  to  seek  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  shall 
not  find  it.  In  that  day  shall  the  fair  virgins  and  young  men  faint 
for  thirst.  They  that  swear  by  the  sin  of  Samaria,  and  say,  'Thy 
god,  O  Dan,  liveth';  and,  The  manner  of  Beer-sheba  liveth'; 
even  they  shall  fall,  and  never  rise  up  again/' 

"Smite  tkc  Lintel'5 
I  saw  the  Lord  standing  upon  the  altar:  and  he  said, 

"Smite  the  lintel  of  the  door,  that  the  posts  may  shake: 
And  cut  them  in  the  head,  all  of  them; 
And  I  will  slay  the  last  of  them  with  the  sword: 
He  that  fleeth  of  them  shall  not  flee  away, 
And  he  that  escapeth  of  them  shall  not  he  delivered,!. . 
Though  they  dig  into  hell, 
Thence  shall  mine  hand  take  them; 
Though  they  climb  uy  to  heaven, 
Thence  will  I  hring  them  down: 
And  though  they  hide  themselves  in  the  top  of  Camel, 
I  will  search  and  take  them  out  thence; 
And  though  they  he  hid  from  my  sight  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea, 
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Tkence  will  I  command'  the  serpent,  and  he  shall  bite  them: 
And  though  they  go  into  captivity  before  their  enemies, 
Thence  will  I  command  the  sword,  and  it  shall  slay  them: 
And  I  will  set  mine  eyes  upon  them  for  evil,  and  not  for  good. 

And  the  Lord  God  of  hosts  is  he  that  toucheth  the  land,  and  it  shall 

melt3 

And  all  that  dwell  therein  shall  mourn: 
And  it  shall  rise  up  wholly  like  a  flood; 
And  shall  he  drowned,  as  lay  the  flood  of  Egypt. 
It  is  he  that  louildeth  his  stories  in  the  heaven, 
And  hath  founded  his  troop  in  the  earth; 
He  that  calleth  for  the  waters  of  the  sea} 
And  poureth  them  out  upon  the  face  of  the  earth: 
The  Lord  is  his  name. 

"Are  ye  not  as  children  of  the  Ethiopians  unto  me, 
O  children  of  Israel?"  saith  the  Lord. 
"Have  not  I  Ir  ought  up  Israel  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt? 
And  the  Philistines  from  Caphtor, 
And  the  Syrians  from  Kir? 

Behold,  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  God  are  upon  the  sinful  kingdom, 
And  I  will  destroy  it  from  ojf  the  face  of  the  earth; 
Saving  that  I  will  not  utterly  destroy  the  house  of  Jacob," 
Saith  the  Lord. 
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THE  DEPARTURE  of  Awos  Hid  not  for  long  preserve  the 
Kingdom  from  hearing  words  of  prophecy.  Within  ten  years  a  follower 
of  Amos  appeared  in  the  person  of  one  of  its  own  citizens,  Hosea.  But 
though  in  essentials  his  message  was  similar  to  that  of  Awos,  the  man- 
ner was  much  milder.  Hosea  preferred  entreaty  to  denunciation,  he  em- 
phasized God's  love  for  his  people,  and  where  the  imagery  of  Amos 
Ireathed  of  fire,  famine,  and  slaughter  ly  the  sword,  Hosea  drew  his 
from  the  peaceful  life  of  husbandry.  All  of  the  prophets  made  much  use 
of  symbolism  in  their  writings  and  frequently  tried  to  make  their  points 
clear  ly  symbolic  aflions,  lut  no  other  carried  this  so  far  as  Hosea  if  his 
words  are  to  le  taken  literally  that  he  adually  married  a  harlot  in  order 
to  symbolize  the  relation  of  God  to  his  faithless  people.  Extravagant  as 
such  an  aflion  seems,  it  is  not  utterly  incrcdille  as  an  extreme  example 
of  the  utter  devotion  of  the  prophets  to  their  mission. 
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THE  SON  OF  BEERI,  IN  THE  DAYS  OF  UZZIAH,  JOTHAM, 
AHAZ,  AND  HEZEKIAH,  KINGS  OF  JUDAH,  AND  IN  THE 
DAYS  OF  JEROBOAM  THE  SON  OF  JOASH,  KING  OF  ISRAEL. 


Symbolism  ofGomer 

BEGINNING  OF  THE  WORD  of  the  Lord  by  Hosea.  And  the 
JL  Lord  said  to  Hosea,  "Go,  take  unto  thee  a  wife  of  whore- 
doms and  children  of  whoredoms:  for  the  land  hath  committed 
great  whoredom,  departing  from  the  Lord/'  So  he  went  and 
took  Gomer  the  daughter  of  Diblaim;  which  conceived,  and 
bore  him  a  son.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Call  his  name 
Jezreel;  for  yet  a  little  while,  and  I  will  avenge  the  blood  of 
Jezreel  upon  the  house  of  Jehu,  and  will  cause  to  cease  the  king- 
dom of  the  house  of  Israel.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  at  that  day, 
that  I  will  break  the  bow  of  Israel  in  the  valley  of  Jezreel."  And 
she  conceived  again,  and  bore  a  daughter.  And  God  said  unto 
him,  "Call  her  name  Lo-ruhamah:  for  I  will  no  more  have  mercy 
upon  the  house  of  Israel;  but  I  will  utterly  take  them  away.  But 
I  will  have  mercy  upon  the  house  of  Judah,  and  will  save  them 
by  the  Lord  their  God,  and  will  not  save  them  by  bow,  nor  by 
sword,  nor  by  battle,  by  horses,  nor  by  horsemen."  Now  when 
she  had  weaned  Lo-ruhamah,  she  conceived,  and  bore  a  son.  Then 
said  God,  "Call  his  name  Lo-ammi:  for  ye  are  not  my  people, 
and  I  will  not  be  your  God. 

"Yet  the  number  of  the  children  of  Israel  shall  be  as  the  sand 
of  the  sea,  which  cannot  be  measured  nor  numbered;  and  it  shall 
come  to  pass,  that  in  the  place  where  it  was  said  unto  them, 
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'Ye  are  not  my  people/  there  it  shall  be  said  unto  them,  'Ye 
are  the  sons  of  the  living  God/  Then  shall  the  children  of  Judah 
and  the  children  of  Israel  be  gathered  together,  and  appoint 
themselves  one  head,  and  they  shall  come  up  out  of  the  land:  for 
great  shall  be  the  day  of  Jezreel. 

"Say  ye  unto  your  brethren,  *  Ammi*;  and  to  your  sisters,  'Ru- 
hamah.  *  Plead  with  your  mother,  plead:  for  she  is  not  my  wife, 
neither  am  I  her  husband:  let  her  therefore  put  away  her  whore- 
doms out  of  her  sight,  and  her  adulteries  frombetweenher  breasts; 
lest  I  strip  her  naked,  and  set  her  as  in  the  day  that  she  was  born, 
and  make  her  as  a  wilderness,  and  set  her  like  a  dry  land,  and 
slay  her  with  thirst.  And  I  will  not  have  mercy  upon  her  chil- 
dren; for  they  be  the  children  of  whoredoms.  For  their  mother 
hath  played  the  harlot:  she  that  conceived  them  hath  done  shame- 
fully: for  she  said,  'I  will  go  after  my  lovers,  that  give  me  my 
bread  and  my  water,  my  wool  and  my  flax,  mine  oil  and  my 
drink/ 

"Therefore,  behold,  I  will  hedge  up  thy  way  with  thorns,  and 
make  a  wall,  that  she  shall  not  find  her  paths.  And  she  shall  fol- 
low after  her  lovers,  but  she  shall  not  overtake  them;  and  she 
shall  seek  them,  but  shall  not  find  them:  then  shall  she  say,  1  will 
go  and  return  to  my  first  husband;  for  then  was  it  better  with  me 
than  now. '  For  she  did  not  know  that  I  gave  her  corn,  and  wine, 
and  oil,  and  multiplied  her  silver  and  gold,  which  they  prepared 
for  Baal 

"Therefore  will  I  return,  and  take  away  my  corn  in  the  time 
thereof,  and  my  wine  in  the  season  thereof,  and  will  recover  my 
wool  and  my  flax  given  to  cover  her  nakedness.  And  now  will  I 
discover  her  lewdness  in  the  sight  of  her  lovers,  and  none  shall 
deliver  her  out  of  mine  hand.  I  will  also  cause  all  her  mirth  to 
cease,  her  feast  days,  her  new  moons,  and  her  sabbaths,  and  all 
her  solemn  feasts.  And  I  will  destroy  her  vines  and  her  fig  trees, 
whereof  she  hath  said,  'These  are  my  rewards  that  my  lovers 
have  given  me':  and  I  will  make  them  a  forest,  and  the  beasts  of 
the  field  shall  eat  them.  And  I  will  visit  upon  her  the  days  of 
Baalim,  wherein  she  burned  incense  to  them,  and  she  decked 
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Herself  witk  ker  earrings  and  ker  jewels,  and  ske  went  after  ker 
lovers,  and  forgot  me,"  saitk  tke  Lord. 

"Tkerefore,  bekold,  I  will  allure  ker,  and  bring  ker  into  tke 
wilderness,  and  speak  comfortably  unto  ker.  And  I  will  give 
ker  ker  vineyards  from  tkence,  and  tke  valley  of  Ackor  for  a 
door  of  kope:  and  ske  skall  sing  tkere,  as  in  tke  days  of  ker 
youtk,  and  as  in  tke  day  wken  ske  came  up  out  of  tke  land  of 
Egypt.  And  it  skall  be  at  tkat  day,"  saitk  tke  Lord,  "tkat  tkou 
skalt  call  me  Iski;  and  skalt  call  me  no  more  Baali.  For  I  will 
take  away  tke  names  of  Baalim  out  of  ker  moutk,  and  tkey  skall 
no  more  be  remembered  by  tkeir  name.  And  in  tkat  day  will  I 
make  a  covenant  for  tkem  witk  tke  beasts  of  tke  field,  and  witk 
tke  fowls  of  keaven,  and  witk  tke  creeping  tkings  of  tke  ground: 
and  I  will  break  tke  bow  of  tke  sword  and  tke  battle  out  of  tke 
eartk,  and  will  make  tkem  to  lie  down  safely.  And  I  will  be- 
trotk  tkee  unto  me  for  ever;  yea,  I  will  betrotk  tkee  unto  me  in 
rigkteousness,  and  in  judgment,  and  in  lovingkindness,  and  in 
mercies.  I  will  even  betrotk  tkee  unto  me  in  faitkfiilness:  and 
tkou  skalt  know  tke  Lord.  And  it  skall  come  to  pass  in  tkat 
day,  I  will  kear,"  saitk  tke  Lord,  "I  will  kear  tke  keavens,  and 
tkey  skall  kear  tke  eartk;  and  tke  eartk  skall  kear  tke  corn,  and 
tke  wine,  and  tke  oil;  and  tkey  skall  kear  Jezreel,  and  I  will  sow 
ker  unto  me  in  tke  eartk;  and  I  will  kave  mercy  upon  ker  tkat 
kad  not  obtained  mercy;  and  I  will  say  to  tkem  wkick  were  not 
my  people,  'Tkou  art  my  people5;  and  tkey  skall  say,  'Tkou  art 
my  God/" 

"When  Israel  Was  a  QnU" 

"Wken  Israel  was  a  child,  then  I  loved  him, 
And  called  my  son  out  of  Egypt. 
As  they  called  them  so  they  went  from  them: 
They  sacrificed  unto  Baalim, 
An d  lurned  incense  to  graven  images. 
I  taught  Eyhraim  also  to  go,  taking  them  loy  their  arms; 
But  they  knew  not  that  I  healed  them. 
I  drew  them  with  cords  of  a  man,  with  lands  of  love: 
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And  I  was  to  them  as  they  that  take  off  the  yoke  on  their  jaws, 
And  I  laid  meat  unto  them. 

He  shall  not  return  into  the  land  of  Egypt, 

But  the  Assyrian  shall  le  his  Icing, 

Because  they  refused  to  return. 

And  the  sword  shall  abide  on  his  cities, 

And  shall  consume  his  branches,  and  devour  them, 

Because  of  their  own  counsels. 

And  my  people  are  lent  to  backsliding  from  me: 

Though  they  called  them  to  the  most  High, 

J^pnc  at  all  would  exalt  him. 

How  shall  I  give  thee  up,  Ephraim? 

How  shall  I  deliver  thee,  Israel? 

How  shall  I  make  thee  as  Admah? 

How  shall  I  set  thee  as  Zcboim? 

Mine  heart  is  turned  within  me, 

My  repcntings  are  kindled  together. 

I  will  not  execute  the  fierceness  of  mine  anger, 

I  will  not  return  to  destroy  Ephraim: 

For  I  am  God,  and  not  man; 

The  Holy  One  in  the  midst  of  thee: 

And  I  will  not  enter  into  the  city. 

They  shall  walk  after  the  Lord: 

He  shall  roar  like  a  lion: 

When  he  shall  roar, 

Then  the  children  shall  tremble  from  the  west 

They  shall  tremble  as  a  lird  out  of  Egypt, 

And  as  a  dove  out  of  the  land  of  Assyria: 

And  I  will  place-  them  in  their  houses," 

Saith  the  Lord. 

"O  Israel,  Return  unto  the  Lord" 

0  Israel,  return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God; 
For  thou  hast  fallen  ly  thine  iniquity. 
Take  with  you  words,  and  turn  to  the  Lord: 
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Say  unto  him,  "Take  away  all  iniquity,  and  receive,  us  graciously: 

So  will  we  render  the  calves  of  our  lips. 

Asshur  shall  not  save  us;  we  will  not  ride  upon  horses: 

Neither  will  we  say  any  more  to  the  work  of  our  hands,  'Ye  are  our 

gods': 
For  in  thee  the  fatherless  findeth  mercy. " 

"I  will  heal  their  lacksliding,  I  will  love  them  freely: 

For  mine  anger  is  turned  away  from  him. 

1  will  l>e  as  the  dew  unto  Israel: 

He  shall  grow  as  the  lily,  and  cast  forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon. 

His  branches  shall  spread,  and  his  beauty  shall  be  as  the  olive  tree, 

and  his  smell  as  Lebanon. 
They  that  dwell  under  his  shadow  shall  return; 
They  shall  revive  as  the  corn,  and  grow  as  the  vine: 
The  scent  thereof  shall  be  as  the  wine  of  Lebanon. 
Ephraim  shall  say,  l What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols?' 
I  have  heard  him,  and  observed  him: 
I  am  like  a  green  fir  tree. 
From  me  is  thy  fruit  found." 

Who  is  wise,  and  he  shall  understand  these  things? 
Prudent,  and  he  shall  know  them? 
For  the  ways  of  the  Lord  are  right, 
And  the  just  shall  walk  in  them: 
But  the  transgressors  shall  fall  therein. 


THE  WORD  OF  THE  LORD  THAT 

CAME  UNTO  MICAH  THE 

MORASTHITE 

THE  CONQUEST  of  the  kingdom  of  Samaria  ly  the  Assyrians  in  722 
B.  C.  made  an  end  of  the  "Northern  culture  and  literature.  While  prob- 
ably not  all  of  the  inhabitants  were  carried  into  captivity,  the  expulsion 
was  sufficiently  ruthless  to  break  up  the  ten  "lost  tribes"  so  completely 
that  they  vanish  from  history,  never  to  reappear  save  in  such  fanciful  ac- 
counts as  that  in  the  Boole  of  Mormon.  In  this  stormy  period  when  a 
like  extermination  threatened  the  two  tribes  of  the  Southern  Kingdom, 
a  new  prophet  arose  there  who  in  some  measure  combined  the  chara£ter- 
istics  of  Amos  and  Hosea.  Micak  the  Morastkite  was  certain  that  God 
would  chastise  the  sins  of  priests  and  princes  ly  the  overthrow  of  the 
national  power,  lout  beyond  that  time  of  punishment  he  foresaw  an  era 
of  redemption.  His  was  probably  the  first  voice  in  the  Western  world  to 
announce  the  dream  of  universal  peace.  Those  who  two  thousand  years 
later  doubt  that  war  can  ever  be  abolished  should  refled  that  when  this 
vision  came  to  Micah  the  chances  of  its  fulfilment  seemed  almost  in- 
finitely less  than  they  do  even  to~day.  True,  it  was  with  him  a  hind  of 
corollary  of  the  new-found  prophetic  faith  in  God  as  a  God  of  righteous- 
ness rather  than  a  God  of  war,  but  as  those  who  held  this  faith  were 
still  but  voices  in  the  unlderness,  Micah's  hope  of  peace  must  have 
seemed  to  his  contemporaries  no  more  wild  and  radical  than  the  rest  of 
his  beliefs. 


Tfce  Word  of  the  lord 
Tltat  Came  wwto 

MICAH 

THE  MORASTHITE 


IN  THE  DAYS  OF  JOTHAM,  AHAZ,  AND  HEZE" 
KIAH,  KINGS  OF  JUDAH,  WHICH  HE  SAW 
CONCERNING  SAMARIA  AND  JERUSALEM. 


"Hear,  All  Ye  People" 

r,  all  ye  people; 
Hearken,  0  earth,  and,  all  that  therein  is: 
And  let  the  Lord  God  le  witness  against  yon, 
The  Lord  from  his  holy  temple. 

For,  leholdj  the  Lord  cometh  forth  out  of  his  place. 

And  will  come  down,  and  tread  upon  the  high  places  of  the  earth. 

And  the  mountains  shall  k  molten  under  him3 

And  the  valleys  shall  k  cleft, 

As  wax  Before  the  fire, 

As  the  waters  poured  down  a  steep  place. 

For  the  transgression  of  Jacob  is  all  this,  and  for  the  sins  of  the  house  of 

Israel. 

What  is  the  transgression  of  Jacob? 
Is  it  not  Samaria? 

And  what  are  the  high  places  of]udah? 
Are  they  not  Jerusalem? 

Therefore  I  will  make  Samaria  as  a  heap  of  the  field, 
And  as  plantings  of  a  vineyard: 
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And  I  will  pour  down  the  stones  thereof  into  the  valley, 
And  I  will  discover  the  foundations  thereof. 

And  all  the  graven  images  thereof  shall  lie  Iteaten  to  pieces, 
And  all  the  hires  thereof  shall  })e  turned  with  the  fire. 
And  all  the  idols  thereof  will  I  lay  desolate: 
For  she  gathered  it  of  the  hire  of  a  harlot, 
And  they  shall  return  to  the  hire  of  a  harlot. 

Therefore  I  urill  wail  and  howl, 

I  will  go  stripped  and  naked: 

I  will  make  a  wailing  like  the  dragons  y 

And  mourning  as  the  owls. 

For  her  wound  is  incurable; 

For  it  is  come  unto  Judah; 

Fie  is  come  unto  the  gate  of  my  people, 

Even  to  Jerusalem. 

"Hear,  I  Pray  You,  O  Heads  of  Jacob" 

Hear,  I  pray  you,  O  heads  of  Jacob, 

And  ye  princes  of  the  house  of  Israel; 

Is  it  not  for  you  to  know  judgment? 

Who  hate  the  good,  and  love  the  evil; 

\Vho  pluck  off  their  skin  from  off  them, 

And  their  flesh  from  off  their  bones; 

Who  also  eat  the  flesh  of  my  people, 

And  flay  their  skin  from  off  them; 

And  they  break  their  bones,  and  chop  them  in  pieces, 

As  for  the  pot,  and  as  flesh  within  the  caldron. 

Then  shall  they  cry  unto  the  Lord, 

But  he  will  not  hear  them:     - 

He  will  even  hide  his  face  from  them  at  that  time,, 

As  they  have  behaved  themselves  ill  in  their  doings. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord 

Concerning  the  prophets  that  make  my  people  erry 
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That  Itite  with  their  teeth,  and  cry,  "Peace" ; 
And  he  that  putteth  not  into  their  mouths, 
They  even  prepare  war  against  him: 

"Therefore  night  shall  loe  unto  you, 

cThat  ye  shall  not  have  a  vision; 

And  it  shall  fee  dark  unto  you,  that  ye  shall  not  divine;  ' 

And  the  sun  shall  go  doum  over  the  prophets, 

And  the  day  shall  loe  dark  over  them. 

Then  shall  the  seers  le  ashamed, 

And  the  diviners  confounded: 

Yea,  they  shall  all  cover  their  lips; 

For  there  is  no  answer  of  God." 

But  truly  I  am  full  of  power 

By  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  of  judgment,  and  of  might, 

To  declare  unto  Jacol  his  transgression, 

And  to  Israel  his  sin. 

Hear  this,  I  pray  you,  ye  heads  of  the  house  of  Jacob, 
And  princes  of  the  house  of  Israel, 
That  abhor  judgment, 

And  pervert  all  equity. 

• 

They  louild  up  Zion  with  blood, 
And  Jerusalem  with  iniquity. 
The  heads  thereof  judge  for  reward, 
And  the  priests  thereof  teach  for  hire, 
And  the  prophets  thereof  divine  for  money: 
Yet  will  -they  lean  upon  the  Lord,  and  say, 
"Is  not  the  Lord  among  us? 
7\ione  evil  can  come  upon  us." 

Therefore  shall  Zion  for  your  sake  le  plowed  as  a  field, 

And  Jerusalem  shall  become  heaps, 

And  the  mountain  of  the  house  as  the  high  places  of  the  forest. 
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"But  in  the  Last  Days' 

But  in  the  last  days  it  shall  cowe  to  pass, 
That  the  mountain  of  the  house  of  the  Lord 
Shall  he  established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains, 
And  it  shall  he  exalted  above  the  hills; 
And  people  shall  flow  unto  it. 

And  many  nations  shall  come,  and  say, 

"Come,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord, 

And  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob; 

And  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways, 

And  we  will  walk  in  his  paths"  : 

For  the  law  shall  go  forth  o/Zion, 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem. 

And  he  shall  judge  among  many  people. 

And  reluke  strong  nations  afar  off; 

And  they  shall  heat  their  swords  into  plow/shares, 

And  their  spears  into  prxwinghooles: 

Nation  shall  not  lift  up  a  sword  against  nation, 

Neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more. 

But  they  shall  sit  every  man  under  his  vine 

And  under  his  fig  tree; 

And  none  shall  make  them  afraid: 

For  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  spoken  it, 

For  all  people  will  walk  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  god, 

And  we  will  walk  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God  for  ever  and  ever. 

"In  that  day, "  saith  the  Lord, 

"Will  I  assemble  her  that  halteth, 

And  I  will  gather  her  that  is  driven  out, 

And  her  that  I  hai;e  affli&ed; 

And  I  will  make  her  that  halted  a  remnant, 

And  her  that  was  cast  far  off  a  strong  nation": 
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And  the  Lor  J  shall  reign  over  them  in  Mount  Zwn 
From  henceforth,  even  for  ever. 

"]^pw  Gathc-r  Thyself  in  Troop' 

ather  thyself  in  troops/ 0  laughter  of  troops: 
He  hath  laid  siege  against  us: 
They  shall  smite  the  judge  of  Israel  with  a  rod  upon  the  cheek. 

But  thou,  Beth-lehcm  Ephratah, 
Though  thou  le  little  among  the  thousands  ofjudah, 
Yet  out  ofthee  shall  he  come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be  ruler  of  Israel; 
Whose  goings  forth  have  leenfrom  ofold}  from  everlasting. 
Therefore  will  he  give  them  up, 

Until  the  time  that  she  which  travaileth  hath  brought  forth: 
Then  the  remnant  of  his  brethren  shall  return  unto  the  children  of 
Israel. 

And  he  shall  stand  and  feed  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord, 

In  the  majesty  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  his  God; 

And  they  shall  abide: 

For  now  shall  he  be  great  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

And  this  man  shall  lot  the  peace, 

When  the  Assyrian  shall  come  into  our  land: 

And  when  he  shall  tread  in  our  palaces, 

Then  shall  we  raise  against  him  seven  shepherds, 

And  eight  principal  men. 

And  they  shall  waste  the  land  of  Assyria  with  the  sword, 

And  the  land  ofNimrod  in  the  entrances  thereof: 

Thus  shall  he  deliver  us  from  the  Assyrian, 

When  he  cometh  into  our  land, 

And  when  he  treadeth  within  our  lorders. 

And  the  remnant  o/Jacob 

Shall  be  in  the  midst  of  many  people 

As  a  dew  from  the  Lord, 

As  the  showers  upon  the  grass, 

That  tarrieth  not  for  man, 
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l^pr  waiteth  for  the  sons  of  mm. 

And  the  remnant  of  Jacob 

Shall  Be  among  the  Gentiles  in  the  midst  of  many  people 

As  a  lion  among  the  Beasts  of  the  forest, 

As  a  young  lion  among  the  flocks  of  sheep: 

Who,  if  he  go  through,  Both  treadeth  down,  and  teareth  in  pieces, 

And  none  can  deliver. 

Thine  hand  shall  Be  lifted  up  upon  thine  adversaries, 

And  all  thine  enemies  shall  Be  cut  off. 

"Hear  Ye  l^ow  What  the.  Lord  Saith" 

Hear  ye  now  what  the  Lord  saith: 
"Arise,  contend  thou  before  the  mountains, 
And  let  the  hills  hear  thy  voice." 

Hear  ye,  O  mountains,  the  Lord's  controversy, 
And  ye  strong  foundations  of  the  earth: 
For  the  Lord  hath  a  controversy  with  his  people, 
And  he  will  plead  witlv  Israel. 

"O  my  people,  what  have  I  done  unto  thee? 

And  wherein  have  I  wearied  thee? 

Testify  against  me. 

For  I  Brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 

And  redeemed  thee  out  of  the  house  of  servants; 

And  I  sent  Be/ore  thee  Moses,  Aaron,  and  Miriam/ 

Wherewith  shall  I  come  Before  the  Lord, 

And  bow  myself  before  the  high  God? 

Shall  1  come  before  him  with  burnt  ojferings, 

With  calves  of  a  year  old? 

Will  the  Lord  Be  pleased  with  thousands  of  rams, 

Or  with  ten  thousands  of  rivers  of  oil? 

Shall  I  give  my  firstborn  for  my  transgression, 

The  fruit  of  my  Bod^  for  the  sin  of  my  soul? 
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He  hath  showed  theey  O  man,  what  is  good; 
A.nd  what  doth  the  ILord  require  of  theey 
T3ut  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy, 
A.nd  to  ivalk  humbly  with  thy  God? 
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THE  VISION  OF  ISAIAH 

ISAIAH,  usually  considered  the  greatest  of  the  prophets,  differed  from 
his  predecessors  in  being  an  aristocrat  and  a  city  dweller.  During  his  long 
prophetic  career  in  Jerusalem,  extending  from  740  to  701  B.  C. ,  he 
exercised  much  influence  upon  political  affairs,  particularly  during  the 
critical  time  of  the  Assyrian  invasion.  A  wise  statesman,  he  had  op" 
posed  the  policy  of  alliance  with  Egypt  against  Assyria,  perceiving  that 
the  Egyptian  day  was  over,  and  had  counseled  the  maintenance  of  friendly 
relations  with  Nineveh  even  at  the  cost  of  tribute,  lout  when  war  came, 
in  spite  of  his  efforts,  he  heartened  the  spirit  of  King  Hczckiah  to  fight 
to  the  death.  The  fortunate  outcome  of  that  event  increased  his  influ- 
ence which  continued  until  the  paganizing  group  under  Manassefo  came 
into  power  when,  according  to  tradition,  Isaiah  suffered  martyrdom 
through  being  sawn  asunder. 

In  spite  of  his  aristocratic  birth  and  breeding,  Isaiah  sympathized 
with  the  proletarian  aspirations  of  the  prophetic  school,  lout  deeming  the 
complete  moral  regeneration  of  the  people  impossible  he  placed  his  hope 
in  the  survival  of  a  "Saving  Remnant"  and  the  eventual  appearance  of 
some  mighty  leader  strong  enough  to  establish  justice  throughout  the 
land.  From  him  stemmed  the  Messianic  ideal  that  was  to  acquire  ever- 
increasing  weight  through  the  centuries  of  defeat  that  were  to  follow. 
And  in  large  measure  he  did  succeed  in  creating  the  very  "Remnant" 
that  he  sought,  so  that  the  prophetic  spirit  was  enabled  to  survive  the 
fifty  y&ws  of  persecution  under  ManasseH  and  emerge  temporarily  tri- 
umphant in  the  reign  of  Josiak  Oiling  to  his  reputation  and  the  variety 
of  his  poetic  gifts  which  brought  to  an  immense  command  of  technical 
resources  a  wide  range  of  emotional  experience,  .many  later  poems  came 
to  le  ascribed  to  him3  chief  among  them  the  separate  Exilic  collection 
from  Chapters  XL  to  LXVI  entitled  in  this  text  "The  Rhapsody  of  the 
Unknown  Prophet." 


Tke  Vision  of 

ISAIAH 


THE  SON  OF  AMOZ,  WHICH  HE  SAW  CONCERNING 
JUDAH  AND  JERUSALEM  IN  THE  DAYS  OF  UZZIAH, 
JOTHAM,  AHAZ,  AND  HEZEKIAH,  KINGS  OF  JUDAH. 


The  Call  of  tke  Prophet 

IN  THE  YEAR  THAT  KING  UZZIAH  DIED  I  Saw  also  the  Lord  Sitting 
upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train  filled  the 
temple.  Above  it  stood  the  seraphims:  each  one  had  six  wings; 
with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and  with  twain  he  covered  his 
feet,  and  with  twain  he  did  fly.  And  one  cried  unto  another,  and 
said,  "Holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord  of  hosts:  the  whole  earth  is 
full  of  his  glory."  And  the  posts  of  the  door  moved  at  the  voice 
of  him  that  cried,  and  the  house  was  filled  with  smoke. 

Then  said  I,  "Woe  is  me!  for  I  am  undone;  because  I  am  a 
man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  of  un- 
clean lips:  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts/' 

Then  flew  one  of  the  seraphims  unto  me,  having  a  live  coal  in 
his  hand,  which  he  had  taken  with  the  tongs  from  off  the  altar: 
and  he  laid  it  upon  my  mouth,  and  said,  "Lo,  this  hath  touched 
thy  lips;  and  thine  iniquity  is  taken  away,  and  thy  sin  purged." 

Also  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  saying,  "Whom  shall  I 
send,  and  who  will  go  for  us?" 

Then  said  I,  "Here  am  I;  send  me." 

And  he  said,  "Go,  and  tell  this  people,  'Hear  ye  indeed,  but 
understand  not;  and  see  ye  indeed,  but  perceive  not. '  Make  the 
heart  of  this  people  fat,  and  make  their  ears  heavy,  and  shut 
their  eyes;  lest  they  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears, 
and  understand  with  their  heart,  and  convert,  and  be  healed." 
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Then  said  I,  "Lord,  tow  long?" 

And  he  answered,  "Until  the  cities  be  wasted  without  in- 
habitant, and  the  houses  without  man,  and  the  land  be  utterly 
desolate,  and  the  Lord  have  removed  men  far  away,  and  there 
be  a  great  forsaking  in  the  midst  of  the  land.  But  yet  in  it  shall 
be  a  tenth,  and  it  shall  return,  and  shall  be  eaten:  as  a  teil  tree, 
and  as  an  oak,  whose  substance  is  in  them,  when  they  cast  their 
leaves:  so  the  holy  seed  shall  be  the  substance  thereof/ 

"Hear,  0  Heavens" 

Hear,  0  heavens,  and  give  ear,  0  earth: 

For  the  Lord  hath  spoken: 

"I  have  nourished  and  brought  up  children, 

And  they  have  rebelled  against  me. 

The  ox  knoweth  his  owner, 

And  the  ass  his  master's  crib; 

But  Israel  doth  not  know, 

My  people  doth  not  consider." 

Ah  sinful  nation,  a  people  laden  with  iniquity, 

A  seed  of  evildoers,  children  that  are  corruptersl 

They  have  forsaken  the  Lord, 

They  have  provoked  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  unto  anger, 

They  are  gone  away  backward. 

Why  should  ye  le  stricken  any  more?  ye  will  revolt  more  and  more; 

The  whole  head  is  sick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint. 

From  the  sole  of  the  foot  even  unto  the  head  there  is  no  soundness  in  it; 

But  wounds,  and  Iruises,  and  putrifying  sores; 

They  have  not  leen  closed,  neither  lound  up,  neither  mollified  with 

ointment. 

Your  country  is  desolate,  your  cities  are  burned  with  fire: 
Your  land,  strangers  devour  it  in  your  presence, 
And  it  is  desolate,  as  overthrown  lay  strangers. 
And  the  daughter  ofZion  is  left  as  a  cottage  in  a  vineyard, 
As  a  lodge  in  a  garden  of  cucumbers,  as  a  besieged  city. 
Except  the  Lord  of  hosts  had  left  unto  us  a  very  small  remnant, 
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W^  should  have  loe.cn  as  Sodom,  we  should  have  been  like  unto 
Gomorrah. 

Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
Ye  rulers  of  Sodom! 
Give  ear  unto  the  law  of  our  God, 
Ye  people  of  Gomorrah! 

"To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of  your  sacrifices  unto  me?' 
Saith  the  Lord: 

"I  am  full  of  the  burnt  offerings  of  rams, 
And  the  fat  of  fed  leasts; 
And  I  delight  not  in  the  Hood  of  bullocks, 
Or  of  lambs ,  or  ofhe~goats. 
WHken  ye  come  to  appear  before  me, 
Who  hath  required  this  at  your  hand, 
To  tread  my  courts? 
Bring  no  more  vain  oblations; 
Incense  is  an  abomination  unto  me; 
The  new  moons  and  sabbaths,  the  calling  of  assemblies, 
I  cannot  away  with; 
It  is  iniquity,  even  the  solemn  meeting. 
Your  new  moons  and  your  appointed  feasts  my  soul  hateth: 
They  are  a  trouble  unto  me;  I  am  weary  to  bear  them. 
And  when  ye  spread  forth  your  hands, 
I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you: 
Yea,  when  ye  -make  many  prayers, 
I  will  not  hear: 
Your  hands  are  full  of  blood. 
V^ash  you,  make  you  clean; 

Put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes; 
Cease  to  do  evil; 
Learn  to  do  well; 

Seek  judgment,  relieve  the  oppressed, 
Judge  the  fatherless,  plead  for  the  widow. 

Come  now,  and  let  us  reason  together," 
Saith  the  Lord: 
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t£Though  your  sins  fee  as  scarlet, 

They  shall  lye  as  white  as  snow; 

Though  they  fee  red  like  crimson, 

They  shall  he  as  wool. 

If  ye  })e  willing  and  obedient, 

Ye  shall  eat  the  good  of  the  land: 

But  if  ye  refuse  and  rebel, 

Ye  shall  Be  devoured  with  the  sword"  : 

For  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it. 

"And  It  Shall  Come  to  Pass" 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days, 
That  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house 
Shall  be  established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains, 
And  shall  be  exalted  above  the  hills; 
And  all  nations  shall  flow  unto  it. 
And  many  people  shall  go  and  say, 

"Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord, 
To  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob; 
And  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways, 
And  we  will  walk  in  his  paths; 
For  out  of  Zion  skall  go  forth  the  law, 
And  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem.  " 
And  he  shall  judge  among  the  nations, 
And  shall  rebuke  many  people; 
And  they  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plowshares, 
And  their  spears  into  pruninghooks; 
JN[ation  skall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation, 
shall  they  learn  war  any  -more. 


"Therefore  Thou  Hast  Forsaken  Thy  People9 

Therefore  thou  hast  forsaken  thy  people  the  house  of  Jacob, 

Because  they  he  replenished  from  the  east, 

And  are  soothsayers  like  the  Philistines, 

And  they  please  themselves  in  the  children  of  strangers. 

Their  land  also  is  full  of  silver  and  gold, 
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J^either  is  there  any  end  of  their  treasures; 
Their  land  is  also  full  of  horses, 
N[eitker  is  there  any  end  of  their  chariots; 
Their  land  also  is  full  of  idols; 
They  worship  the  work  of  their  own  hands, 
That  which  their  own  fingers  have  made; 
And  the  mean  man  looweth  doivn, 
And  the  great  man  humbleth  himself: 
Therefore  forgive  them  not. 

"Enter  into  the  Rock" 

Enter  into  the  rock,  and  hide  thee  in  the  dust, 

For  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majesty. 

The  lofty  looks  of  man  shall  he  humbled, 

And  the  haughtiness  of  men  shall  he  Itotued  down, 

And  the  Lord  alone  shall  he  exalted  in  that  day. 

For  the  day  of  the  Lord  of  hosts 

Shall  le  upon  every  one  that  is  proud  and  lofty. 

And  upon  every  one  that  is  lifted  up; 

And  he  shall  }>e  brought  low; 

And  upon  all  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  that  are  high  and  lifted  up, 

And  upon  all  the  oaks  ofBashan, 

And  upon  all  the  high  mountains, 

And  upon  all  the  hills  that  are  lifted  up, 

And  upon  every  high  tower, 

And  upon  every  fenced  wall, 

And  upon  all  the  ships  ofTarshish, 

And  upon  all  pleasant  pictures. 

And  the  loftiness  of  man  shall  be  lowed  downy 

And  the  haughtiness  of  men  shall  fee  made  low; 

And  the  Lord  alone  shall  loe  exalted  in  that  day. 

And  the  idols  he  shall  utterly  abolish. 

And  they  shall  go  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks, 

And  into  the  caves  of  the  earth, 

For  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majesty, 

When  he  ariseth  to  shake  terribly  the  earth. 


THE  VISION  OF  ISAIAH 

In  that  day  a  man  shall  cast  his  idols  of  silver,  and  his  idols  of  gold, 


they  made  each  one  for  himself  to  worship, 
To  the  moles  and  to  the  hats; 
To  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks, 
And  into  the  tops  of  the  ragged  rocks, 
For  fear  of  the  Lord  ,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majesty, 
When  he  ariseth  to  shake  terribly  the  earth. 
Cease  ye  from  man,  whose  breath  is  in  his  nostrils: 
For  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of? 

"Because  the  Daughters  of  Zion  Are  FLaughty" 

Because  the  daughters  ofZion  are  haughty, 

And  walk  unth  stretched  forth  necks  and  wanton  eyes, 

"Walking  and  mincing  as  they  go, 

And  making  a  tinkling  with  their  feet: 

Therefore  the  Lor  d  will  smite  with  a  scab 

The  crown  of  the  head  of  the  daughters  ofZion, 

And  the  Lord  will  discover  their  secret  parts. 

In  that  day  the  Lord  will  take  away 

The  hravery  of  their  tinkling  ornaments  about  their  feet, 

And  their  cauls,  and  their  round  tires  like  the  moon, 

The  chains,  and  the  Iracelets,  and  the  mufflers, 

The  honnets,  and  the  ornaments  of  the  legs, 

And  the  headbands,  and  the  tablets,  and  the  earrings, 

The  rings,  and  nose  jewels, 

The  changeable  suits  of  apparel, 

And  the  mantles,  and  the  wimples,  and  the  crisping  pins, 

The  glasses,  and  the  fine  linen,  and  the  hoods,  and  the  veils. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 

That  instead  of  sweet  smell  there  shall  Toe  stink; 

And  instead  of  a  girdle  a  rent; 

And  instead  of  well-set  hair  laldness; 

And  instead  of  a  stomacher  a  girding  of  sackcloth; 

And  Burning  instead  of  beauty. 

Thy  men  shall  fall  loy  the  sword, 

And  thy  mighty  in  the  war. 
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And  her  gates  shall  lament  and  mourn; 

And  she  Icing  desolate  shall  sit  upon  the  ground. 

And  in  that  day  seven  women  shall  take  hold  of  one  man,  say- 
ing, "We  will  eat  our  own  bread,  and  wear  our  own  apparel: 
only  let  us  be  called  by  thy  name,  to  take  away  our  reproach." 


Will  I  Sing  to  My  Wdlhlavcd" 

l^yw  will  I  sing  to  my  wellbeloved 

A  song  of  my  beloved  touching  his  vineyard. 

My  wellbeloved  hath  a  vineyard 

In  a  very  fruitful  hill; 

And  he  fenced  it,  and  gathered  out  the  stones  thereof, 

And  planted  it  with  the  choicest  vine, 

And  Built  a  tourer  in  the  midst  of  it, 

And  also  made  a  winepress  therein; 

And  he  looked  that  it  should  Bring  forth  grapes, 

And  it  Brought  forth  wild  grapes. 

And  now,  O  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  and  men  ofjudah, 

Judge,  I  pray  you,  letwixt  me  and  my  vineyard. 

What  could  have  Been  done  more  to  my  vineyard, 

That  I  have  not  done  in  it? 

Where/ore,  u>hen  I  looked  that  it  should  Bring  forth  grapes, 

Brought  it  forth  wild  grapes? 

And  now  go  to;  I  will  tell  you 

What  I  will  do  to  my  vineyard: 

I  mil  take  away  the  hedge  thereof,  and  it  shall  Be  eaten  up; 

And  Break  down  the  wall  thereof,  and  it  shall  Be  trodden  down; 

And  I  will  lay  it  waste:  it  shall  not  Be  pruned,  nor  digged; 

But  there  shall  cowe  up  Briers  and  thorns: 

I  will  also  command  the  clouds 

That  they  rain  no  rain  upon  it. 

For  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  the  house  of  Israel, 
And  the  men  ofjudah  his  pleasant  plant; 
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And  he  looked  for  judgment,  but  behold  oppression; 
For  righteousness,  lout  behold  a  cry. 

"The  People  That  Walked  in  Darkness9 

The  people  that  walked  in  darkness 

Have  seen  a  great  light; 

They  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  shadow  of  death, 

Upon  them  hath  the  light  shined. 

Thou  hast  mTiltiplicd  the  nation,  increased  the  joy; 

They  joy  before  thee  according  to  the  joy  in  harvest, 

And  as  -men  rejoice  -when  they  divide  the  spoil. 

For  thou  hast  broken  the  yoke  of  his  burden, 

And  the  staff  of  his  shoulder, 

The  rod  of  his  oppressor, 

As  in  the  day  ofhiidian. 

For  every  battle  of  the  -warrior  is  with  conjused  noise, 

And  garments  rolled  in  Uood; 

Bitt  this  shall  }>e  with  burning  and  fuel  of  fire. 

For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given; 

And  the  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder; 

And  his  name  shall  be  called 

^Vondcrful,  Counsellor,  The  mighty  God, 

The  everlasting  Father,  The  Prince  of  peace. 

Of  the  increase  of  his  government  and  peace 

There  shall  l>e  no  end, 

Upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  upon  his  kingdom, 

To  order  it,  and  to  establish  it 

With  judgment  and  with  justice 

From  henceforth  even  for  ever. 

The  &eal  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  -will  perform  this. 

"The  Lord  Sent  a  Word" 

The  Lord  sent  a  word  into  Jacob, 

And  it  hath  lighted  upon  Israel. 

And  all  the  people  shall  know, 

Even  Ephraim  and  the  inhabitant  of  Samaria, 
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That  say  in  the  pride  and  stoutness  of  heart, 
"The  tricks  are  fallen  down,  but  we  will  huild  with  hewn  stones; 
The  sycamores  are  cut  down,  lut  we  will  change  them  into  cedars. 
Therefore  the  Lord  shall  set  up  the  adversaries  of  R.ezin  against 

him, 

And  join  his  enemies  together; 
The  Syrians  before,  and  the  Philistines  behind; 
And  they  shall  devour  Israel  with  open  mouth. 
For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  away, 
But  his  hand  is  stretched  out  still. 

For  the  people  turneth  not  unto  him  that  smiteth  them, 

^either  do  they  seek  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

Therefore  the  Lord  will  cut  off  from  Israel 

Head  and  tail,  branch  and  rush,  in  one  day. 

The  ancient  and  honourable,  he  is  the  head; 

And  the  prophet  that  teacheth  lies,  he  is  the  tail. 

For  the  leaders  of  this  people  cause  them  to  err; 

And  they  that  are  led  of  them  are  destroyed. 

Therefore  the  Lord  shall  have  no  joy  in  their  young  men, 

Neither  shall  have  mercy  on  their  fatherless  and  widows: 

For  every  one  is  a  hypocrite  and  an  evildoer, 

And  every  mouth  speaketh  folly. 

For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  away, 

Biit  his  hand  is  stretched  out  still. 

For  wickedness  lurneth  as  the  fire: 

It  shall  devour  the  briers  and  thorns, 

And  shall  kindle  in  the  thickets  of  the  forest, 

And  they  shall  mount  up  like  the  lifting  up  of  smoke. 

Through  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  the  land  darkened, 

And  the  people  shall  loe  as  the  fuel  of  the  fire: 

J^o  man  shall  spare  his  brother. 

And  he  shall  snatch  on  the  right  hand}  and  fee  hungry; 

And  he  shall  eat  on  the  left  hand,  and  they  shall  not  l)c  satisfied: 

They  shall  eat  every  man  the  flesh  of  his  ottw  arm: 

Manassch,  Ffphraim;  and  Fphraim,  Manasseh: 
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And  they  together  shall  loc  against  Judah. 
For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  away, 
But  his  hand  is  stretched  out  still. 


unto  them  that  decree  unrighteous  decrees, 
And  that  write  grievousness  which  they  have  prescribed; 
To  turn  aside  the  needy  from  judgment, 
And  to  take  away  the  right  from  the  poor  of  my  people, 
That  widows  may  loe  their  prey, 
And  that  they  may  rob  the  fatherless! 
And  what  will  ye  do  in  the  day  of  visitation, 
And  in  the  desolation  which  shall  come  from  far? 
To  whom  will  ye  flee  for  help? 
And  where  will  ye  leave  your  glory? 
^Without  me  they  shall  how  down  under  the  prisoners, 
And  they  shall  fall  under  the  slain. 
For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  away, 
But  his  hand  is  stretched  out  still. 

"O  Assyrian,  the  RocJ  of  Mine  Anger" 

0  Assyrian,  the  rod  of  mine  anger, 

And  the  staff  in  their  hand  is  mine  indignation. 

1  will  send  him  against  a  hypocritical  nation, 

And  against  the  people  of  my  wrath  will  I  give  him  a  charge, 

To  take  the  spoil,  and  to  take  the  prey, 

And  to  tread  them  down  like  the  mire  of  the  streets. 

Howbcit  he  meaneth  not  so, 

J^leither  doth  his  heart  think  so; 

But  it  is  in  his  heart  to  destroy 

And  cut  off  nations  not  a  few. 

For  he  saith,   "Are  not  my  princes  altogether  Icings? 

Is  not  Calno  as  Carchemish? 

Is  not  Hamath  as  Arpad? 

Is  not  Samaria  as  Damascus? 

As  my  hand  hath  found  the  kingdoms  of  the  idols, 
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And  whose  graven  images  did  excel  them  of  Jerusalem  and  of 

Samaria; 

Shall  I  not,  as  I  have  done  unto  Samaria  and  her  idols, 
So  do  to  Jerusalem  and  her  idols?" 
Where/ore  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
That  when  the  Lord  hath  performed  his  whole  work  upon  Mount 

2ion  and  on  Jerusalem, 

I  will  punish  the  fruit  of  the  stout  heart  of  the  king  qf  Assyria, 
And  the  glory  of  his  high  looks. 

For  he  saith,  "By  the  strength  of  my  hand  I  have  done  it, 

And  by  my  wisdom:  for  I  am  prudent; 

And  I  have  removed  the  hounds  of  the  people, 

And  have  rolled  their  treasures, 

And  I  have  put  down  the  inhabitants  like  a  valiant  man; 

And  my  hand  hath  found  as  a  nest 

The  riches  of  the  people; 

And  as  one  gathereth  eggs  that  are  left, 

Have  1  gathered  all  the  earth; 

And  there  was  none  that  moved  the  wind, 

Or  opened  the  mouth,  or  peeped." 

Shall  the  ax  toast  itself  against  him  that  heweth  therewith? 

Or  shall  the  saw  magnify  itself  against  him  that  shaketh  it? 

As  if  the  rod  should  shake  itself  against  them  that  lift  it  up, 

Or  as  if  the  stajf  should  lift  up  itself,  as  if  it  were  no  wood. 

Therefore  shall  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
Send  among  his  fat  ones  leanness; 
And  under  his  glory  he  shall  kindle  a  burning 
Like  the  burning  of  a  fire. 
And  the  Light  of  Israel  shall  be /or  afire, 
And  his  Holy  One  for  aflame; 
w  And  it  shall  burn  and  devour  his  thorns 
And  his  loners  in  one  day; 
And  shall  consume  the  glory  of  his  forest,  and  of  his  fruitful  field, 

both  soul  and  body; 
And  they  shall  be  as  when  a  standardbearer  fainteth. 
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And  the  rest  of  the  trees  of  his  forest  shall  be  few, 
That  a  child  may  write  them. 

And  it  shall  come,  to  pass  in  that  day, 

That  the  remnant  of  Israel, 

And  such  as  are  escaped  of  the  house  of  Jacob, 

Shall  no  more  again  stay  upon  him  that  smote  them; 

But  shall  stay  upon  the  Lord,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel. 

The  remnant  shall  return,  even  the  remnant  of  Jacob, 

Unto  the  mighty  God. 

For  though  thy  people  Israel  be  as  the  sand  of  the  sea, 

Yet  a  remnant  of  them  shall  return: 

The  consumption  decreed  shall  overflow  with  righteousness. 

For  the  Lord  God  of  hosts  shall  make  a  consumption, 

Even  determined,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  land. 

Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  hosts, 

"O  my  people  that  dwellest  in  Zion3 

Be  not  afraid  of  the  Assyrian: 

He  shall  smite  thee  with  a  rod, 

And  shall  lift  up  his  staff  against  thee,  after  the  manner  of  Egypt 

Yet  a  very  little  while,  and  the  indignation  shall  cease, 

And  mine  anger  in  their  destruction. " 

And  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  stir  up  a  scourge  for  him 

According  to  the  slaughter  o/Midian  at  the  rock  ofOreb; 

And  as  his  rod  was  upon  the  sea, 

So  shall  he  lift  it  up  after  the  manner  of  Egypt. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day, 

That  his  burden  shall  le  taken  away  from  off  thy  shoiiUer, 

And  his  yoke  from  off  thy  neck, 

And  the  yoke  shall  le  destroyed  because  of  the  anointing. 

He  is  come  to  Aiath,  he  is  passed  to  Migron; 
At  Michwash  he  hath  laid  up  his  carriages; 
They  are  gone  over  the  passage; 
They  have  taken  up  their  lodging  at  Geba; 
Ramah  is  afraid;  Gifceah  of  Saul  is  fled. 
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Lift  up  iky  voice,  O  daughter  ofGallim; 

Cause  it  to  lot  heard  unto  Laish,  O  poor  Anathoth. 

Madmcnah  is  removed; 

The  inhabitants  of  Gebim  gather  themselves  to'flee. 

As  yet  shall  he  remain  at  Nj?b  that  day; 

He  shall  shake  his  hand  against  the  mount  of  the  daughter  ofZion, 

The  hill  of  Jerusalem. 

Behold,  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hosts, 

Shall  lop  the  lough  with  terror; 

And  the  high  ones  of  stature  shall  lot  hewn  down, 

And  the  haughty  shall  lot  humbled. 

And  he  shall  cut  down  the  thickets  of  the  forest  with  iron, 

And!  Lebanon  shall  fall  ly  a  mighty  one. 

"And  There  Shall  Come  Forth  a  Rod" 

And  there  shall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  stem  of  Jesse, 

And  a  Branch  shall  grow  out  of  his  roots. 

And  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  rest  upon  him, 

The  spirit  of  wisdom  and  understanding} 

The  spirit  of  counsel  and  might } 

The  spirit  of  knowledge  and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord; 

And  shall  make  him  of  quick  understanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord: 

And  he  shall  not  judge  after  the  sight  of  his  eyes, 

leather  reprove  after  the  hearing  of  his  ears; 

But  with  righteousness  shall  he  judge  the  poor, 

And  reprove  with  equity  for  the  meek  of  the  earth; 

And  he  shall  smite  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouth, 

And  with  the  breath  of  his  lips  shall  he  slay  the  wicked. 

And  righteousness  shall  lot  the  girdle  of  his  loins, 

And  faithfulness  the  girdle  of  his  reins. 

The  wolf  also  shall  dwell  with  the  lamb, 

And  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid; 

And  the  calf  and  the  young  lion  and  thefatling  together; 

And  a  little  child  shall  lead  them. 

And  the  cow  and  the  hear  shall  feed; 
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Their  young  ones  shall  lie  down  together: 

And  the  lion  shall  cat  straw  like  the  ox. 

And  the  sucking  child  shall  play  on  the  hole  of  the  asp, 

And  the  weaned  child  shall  put  his  hand  on  the  cockatrice  s  den. 

They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy 

In  all  my  holy  mountain: 

For  the  earth  shall  lefull  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord, 

As  the  waters  cover  the  sea. 

"BeJwU,  I  Will  Stir  Up  tk  Moles" 

Behold,  I  will  stir  up  the  Medes  against  them,  which  shall 
not  regard  silver; 

And  as  for  gold,  they  shall  not  delight  in  it 

Their  lows  also  shall  dash  the  young  men  to  pieces; 

And  they  shall  have  no  pity  on  the  fruit  of  the  womb; 

Their  eye  shall  not  spare  children. 

And  Babylon,  the  glory  of  kingdoms, 

The  leauty  of  the  Chaldees's  excellency, 

Shall  he  as  when  God  overthrew  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 

It  shall  never  le  inhabited, 

Neither  shall  it  le  dwelt  in  from  generation  to  generation: 

Neither  shall  the  Arabian  pitch  tent  there; 

Neither  shall  the  shepherds  make  their  fold  there. 

But  wild  leasts  of  the  desert  shall  lie  there; 

And  their  houses  shall  lefull  of  doleful  creatures; 

And  owls  shall  dwell  there, 

And  satyrs  shall  dance  there. 

And  the  wild  leasts  of  the  islands  shall  cry  in  their  desolate  houses, 

And  dragons  in  their  pleasant  palaces: 

And  her  time  is  near  to  come, 

And  her  days  shall  not  le  prolonged. 

For  the  Lord  will  have  mercy  on  Jacob,  and  will  yet  choose 
Israel,  and  set  them  in  their  own  land:  and  the  strangers  shall  be 
joined  with  them,  and  they  shall  cleave  to  the  house  of  Jacob. 
And  the  people  shall  take  them,  and  bring  them  to  their  place: 
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and  the  house  of  Israel  shall  possess  them  in  the  land  of  the  Lord 
for  servants  and  handmaids:  and  they  shall  take  them  captives, 
whose  captives  they  were;  and  they  shall  rule  over  their  oppres- 
sors. And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  shall 
give  thee  rest  from  thy  sorrow,  and  from  thy  fear,  and  from  the 
hard  bondage  wherein  thou  wast  made  to  serve,  that  thou  shalt 
take  up  this  proverb  against  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  say, 

"How  hath  the  oppressor  ceased! 
The  gotten  city  ceased! 

The  Lor d  hath  Irroken  the,  staff  of  the  wicked, 
And  the  sceptre  of  the  rulers. 

He  who  smote  the  people  in  wrath  with  a  continual  stroke, 
He  that  ruled  the  nations  in  anger, 
Is  persecuted,  and  none  hindereth. 
The  whole  earth  is  at  rest,  and  is  quiet: 
They  Ireak  forth  into  singing. 
Yea,  the  fir  trees  rejoice  at  thee, 
And  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  saying, 
'Since  thou  art  laid  down, 
]N(p  feller  is  come  up  against  us.  * 
Hell  from  leneath  is  moved  for  thee 
.   To  meet  thee  at  thy  coming: 
It  stirretk  up  the  dead  for  thee, 
Even  all  the  chief  ones  of  the  earth; 

It  hath  raised  up  from  their  tkrones  all  the  kings  of  the  nations. 
All  they  shall  speak  and  say  unto  thee, 
'Art  tkow  also  lecome  weak  as  we? 
Art  thou  become  like  unto  us?* 
Thy  pomp  is  brought  down  to  the  grave, 
And  the  noise  of  thy  viols: 
The  worm  is  spread  under  thee, 
And  the  worms  cover  thee. 
How  art  thou  fallen  from  heaven, 
0  Lucifer,  son  of  the  morning! 
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How  art  thou  cut  down  to  the  ground, 

Which  didst  weaken  the  nations! 

For  thou  hast  said  in  thine  heart,  'I  will  ascend  into  heaven3 

I  mil  exalt  my  throne  above  the  stars  of  God: 

I  ivill  sit  also  upon  the  mount  of  the  congregation, 

In  the  sides  of  the  north: 

I  will  ascend  above  the  heights  of  the  clouds; 

I  will  he  like  the  most  High. ' 

Yet  thou  shalt  he  brought  down  to  hell, 

To  the  sides  of  the  -pit. 

They  that  see  thee  shall  narrowly  look  upon  thee3 

And  consider  thee,  saying, 

'Is  this  the  man  that  made  the  earth  to  tremble, 

That  did  shake  kingdoms; 

That  made  the  world  as  a  wilderness,  and  destroyed  the  cities  thereof; 

That  opened  not  the  house  of  his  prisoners?' 

All  the  kings  of  the  nations,  even  all  of  them,  lie  in  glory, 

Every  one  in  his  own  house. 

But  thou  art  cast  out  of  thy  grave 

Like  an  abominable  branch, 

And  as  the  raiment  of  those  that  are  slain, 

Thrust  through  with  a  sword, 

That  go  down  to  the  stones  of  the  pit; 

As  a  carcase  trodden  under  feet." 

"Rejoice  Not  Thou,  Whole  Palestine? 

Rejoice  not  thou,  whole  Palestina, 

Because  the  rod  of  him  that  smote  thee  is  broken: 

For  out  of  the  serpent's  root  shall  come  forth  a  cockatrice, 

And  his  fruit  shall  le  a  fiery  flying  serpent. 

And  the  firstborn  of  the  poor  shall  feed, 

And  the  needy  shall  lie  down  in  safety: 

And  I  will  hill  thy  root  with  famine, 

And  he  shall  slay  thy  remnant. 

Howl,  O  gate;  cry}  O  city; 
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Thou,  whole  Palestine,  art  dissolved: 

For  there  shall  come  from  the  north  a  smoke, 

And  none  shall  Be  alone  in  his  appointed  times. 

"Because,  in  the  Night  Ar  ofMoab" 

Because  in  the  night  Ar  ofMoab  is  laid  waste,  and  brought  to  silence; 

Because  in  the  night  Kir  of  Moab  is  laid  waste 3  and  brought  to  silence; 

He  is  gone  up  to  Bajith,  and  to  Dibon,  the  high  places,  to  weep: 

Moab  shall  howl  over  N[eBo,  and  over  Medeba: 

On  all  their  heads  shall  be  laldness}  and  every  beard  cut  off. 

In  their  streets  they  shall  gird  themselves  with  sackcloth: 

On  the  tops  of  their  houses,  and  in  their  streets,  every  one  shall  howl, 

Weeping  abundantly. 

And  HeshBon  shall  cry,  and  Elealeh: 

Their  voice  shall  be  heard  even  unto  Jahag: 

Therefore  the  armed  soldiers  ofMoab  shall  cry  out; 

His  life  shall  be  grievous  unto  him. 

My  keart  shall  cry  out  for  Moat; 

His  fugitives  shall  flee  unto  Zoar,  a  heifer  of  three  years  old: 

For  by  the  mounting  up  ofLuhith  with  weeping  shall  they  go  it  up; 

For  in  the  way  ofHoronaim  they  shall  raise  up  a  cry  of  destrudion. 

For  the  waters  of  Niwriw  shall  be  desolate; 

For  the  hay  is  withered  away, 

The  grass  faileth, 

There  is  no  green  thing. 

Therefore  the  abundance  they  have  gotten. 

And  that  which  they  have  laid  up, 

Shall  they  carry  away  to  the  Brook  of  the  willows. 

For  the  cry  is  gone  round  about  the  borders  ofMoab; 

The  howling  thereof  unto  Eglaim3 

And  the  howling  thereof  unto  Beer-eliw. 

For  the  waters  ofDimon  shall  be  full  of  blood: 

For  I  will  Bring  wore  upon  Diwon, 

Lions  upon  him  that  escapeth  ofMoab, 

And  upon  the  remnant  of  the  land. 
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For  it  shall  be  that,  as  a  wandering  bird  cast  out  of  the,  nest, 
So  the  daughters  of  Moat  shall  be  at  the  fords  ofArnon. 

We  have  heard  of  the  -pride  of  Moat; 
He  is  very  proud: 

Even  of  his  haughtiness,  and  his  pride,  and  his  wrath: 
But  his  lies  shall  not  lie  so. 

Therefore  shall  Moat  howl  for  Moat,  ever^y  one  shall  howl: 
For  the  foundations  of  Kir-hareseth  shall  ye  mourn;  surely  they 
are  stricken. 

For  the  fields  of  Heshton  languish,  and  the  vine  of  Sitmah: 

The  lords  of  the  heathen  have  broken  down  the  principal  plants 

thereof, 
They  are  come  even  unto  Jazcr,  they  wandered  through  the  wilder" 

ness: 

Her  branches  are  stretched  out,  they  are  gone  over  the  sea. 
Therefore  I  will  bewail  with  the  weeping  ofjazer  the  vine  of  Sitmah: 
I  will  water  thee  with  my  tears,  O  Heshton,  and  Elealeh: 
For  the  shouting  for  thy  summer  fruits  and  for  thy  harvest  is  fallen. 

And  gladness  is  taken  away,  and  joy  out  of  the  plentiful  field; 
And  in  the  vineyards  there  shall  be  no  singing,  neither  shall  there  be 

shouting: 
The  treaders  shall  tread  out  no  wine  in  their  presses;  I  have  made 

their  vintage  shouting  to  cease. 

Wherefore  my  bowels  shall  sound  like  a  harp  for  Moat, 
And  mine  inward  parts  for  Kir-haresk 

"Behold,  Damascus  Is  Taken  Away' 

"Behold,  Damascus  is  taken  away  from  being  a  city, 

And  it  shall  be  a  ruinous  heap. 

The  cities  of  Aroer  are  forsaken: 

They  shall  be  for  flocks,  which  shall  lie  down, 

And  none  shall  wake  them  afraid. 

The  fortress  also  shall  cease  from  Ephraim, 

And  the  kingdom  from  Damascus,  and  the  remnant  of  Syria: 
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<(€They  shall  he  as  the  glory  of  the  children  of  Israel/' 

Saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

"And  in  that  day  it  shall  come  to  pass, 

Tkat  the  glory  of  Jacob  shall  le  made  thin, 

And  the  fatness  of  his  flesh  shall  wax  lean. 

And  it  shall  loe  as  when  the  harvestman  gathereth  the  corn, 

And  reapeth  the  ears  with  his  arm; 

And  it  shall  loe  as  he  that  gathereth  ears 

In  the  valley  ofRephaim. 

Yet  gleaning  grapes  shall  Be  left  in  it, 

As  the  shaking  of  an  olive  tree, 

Two  or  three  berries  in  the  top  of  the  uppermost  l)ough, 

Four  or  five  in  the  outmost  fruitful  branches  thereof, " 

Saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

At  that  day  shall  a  man  look  to  his  Maker, 

And  his  eyes  shall  have  resped  to  the  Holy  One  of  Israel. 

And  he  shall  not  look  to  the  altars,  the  work  of  his  hands , 

Neither  shall  respett  that  which  his  fingers  have  made, 

Either  the  groves,  or  the  images. 

In  that  day  shall  his  strong  cities  he  as  a  forsaken  lough,  and  an  up- 
permost branch, 

Which  they  left  because  of  the  children  of  Israel: 
And  there  shall  fee  desolation. 

Because  thou  hast  forgotten  the  God  of  thy  salvation, 
And  hast  not  leen  mindful  of  the  rock  of  thy  strength, 
Therefore  shah  thou  plant  pleasant  plants, 
And  shalt  set  it  with  strange  slips: 
In  the  day  shalt  thou  make  thy  plant  to  grow, 
And  in  the  morning  shalt  thou  make  thy  seed  to  flourish: 
But  the  harvest  shall  }>e  a  heap 
In  the  day  of  grief  and  of  desperate  sorrow. 

Woe  to  the  multitude  of  many  people, 
Which  make  a  noise  like  the  noise  of  the  seas; 
And  to  the  rushing  of  nations, 
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That  make  a  rushing  like  the,  rushing  of  mighty  waters! 

The  nations  shall  rusk  like  the  rushing  of  many  waters: 

But  God  shall  rebuke  them,  and  they  shall  flee  far  off, 

And  shall  be  chased  as  the  chaff  of  the  mountains  before  the  wind, 

And  like  a  rolling  thing  before  the  whirlwind. 

And  behold  at  eveningtide  trouble; 

And  before  the  morning  he  is  not. 

This  is  the  portion  of  them  that  spoil  us} 

And  the  lot  of  them  that  rob  us. 

aWoe  to  the  Land  Shadowing  with  Wings" 

Woe  to  the  land  shadowing  with  wings, 
Which  is  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia: 
That  sendeth  ambassadors  by  the  sea, 
Even  in  vessels  of  bulrushes  upon  the  waters, 
•  Saying,  "Go,  ye  swift  messengers,  to  a  nation  scattered  and  peeled, 
To  a  people  terrible  from  their  beginning  hitherto; 
A  nation  meted  out  and  trodden  down, 
Whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled!" 

All  ye  inhabitants  of  the  world,  and  dwellers  on  the  earth, 
see  ye,  when  he  lifteth  up  an  ensign  on  the  mountains;  and  when 
he  bloweth  a  trumpet,  hear  ye.  For  so  the  Lord  said  unto  me, , 
"I  will  take  my  rest,  and  I  will  consider  in  my  dwelling  place  like 
a  clear  heat  upon  herbs,  and  like  a  cloud  of  dew  in  the  heat  of 
harvest."  For  afore  the  harvest,  when  the  bud  is  perfect,  and  the 
sour  grape  is  ripening  in  the  flower,  he  shall  both  cut  off  the 
sprigs  with  pruninghooks,  and  take  away  and  cut  down  the 
branches.  They  shall  be  left  together  unto  the  fowls  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  to  the  beasts  of  the  earth:  and  the  fowls  shall  summer 
upon  them,  and  all  the  beasts  of  the  earth  shall  winter  upon 
them.  In  that  time  shall  the  present  be  brought  unto  the  Lord 
of  hosts 

Of  a  people  scattered  and  peeled, 

And  from  a  people  terrible  from  their  beginning  hitherto; 
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A  nation  meted  out  and  trodden  underfoot, 
Whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled. 

Tke  Bur  dm  of  Egypt 

Behold,  the  Lord  rideth  upon  a  swift  cloud,  and  shall  come 
into  Egypt:  and  the  idols  of  Egypt  shall  be  moved  at  his  pres- 
ence, and  the  heart  of  Egypt  shall  melt  in  the  midst  of  it.  "And  I 
will  set  the  Egyptians  against  the  Egyptians:  and  they  shall 
fight  every  one  against  his  brother,  and  every  one  against  his 
neighbour;  city  against  city,  and  kingdom  against  kingdom.  And 
the  spirit  of  Egypt  shall  fail  in  the  midst  thereof;  and  I  will  de- 
stroy the  counsel  thereof:  and  they  shall  seek  to  the  idols,  and 
to  the  charmers,  and  to  them  that  have  familiar  spirits,  and  to 
the  wizards.  And  the  Egyptians  will  I  give  over  into  the  hand 
of  a  cruel  lord;  and  a  fierce  king  shall  rule  over  them,"  saith  the 
Lord,  the  Lord  of  hosts.  And  the  waters  shall  fail  from  the  sea, 
and  the  river  shall  be  wasted  and  dried  up.  And  they  shall  turn 
the  rivers  far  away;  and  the  brooks  of  defence  shall  be  emptied 
and  dried  up:  the  reeds  and  flags  shall  wither.  The  paper  reeds 
by  the  brooks,  by  the  mouth  of  the  brooks,  and  every  thing 
sown  by  the  brooks,  shall  wither,  be  driven  away,  and  be  no 
more.  The  fishers  also  shall  mourn,  and  all  they  that  cast  angle 
into  the  brooks  shall  lament,  and  they  that  spread  nets  upon  the 
waters  shall  languish.  Moreover  they  that  work  in  fine  flax,  and 
they  that  weave  networks,  shall  be  confounded.  And  they  shall 
be  broken  in  the  purposes  thereof,  all  that  make  sluices  and 
ponds  for  fish. 

Surely  the  princes  of  Zoan  are  fools,  the  counsel  of  the  wise 
counsellors  of  Pharaoh  is  become  brutish:  how  say  ye  unto  Pha- 
raoh, '1  am  the  son  of  the  wise,  the  son  of  ancient  kings"?  Where 
are  they?  where  are  thy  wise  men?  and  let  them  tell  thee  now, 
and  let  them  know  what  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  purposed  upon 
Egypt.  The  princes  of  Zoan  are  become  fools,  the  princes  of 
Noph  are  deceived;  they  have  also  seduced  Egypt,  even  they 
that  are  the  stay  of  the  tribes  thereof.  The  Lord  hath  mingled  a 
perverse  spirit  in  the  midst  thereof:  and  they  have  caused  Egypt 
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to  err  in  every  work  thereof,  as  a  drunken  man  staggereth  in  his 
vomit.  Neither  shall  there  be  any  work  for  Egypt,  which  the 
head  or  tail,  branch  or  rush,  may  do. 

In  that  day  shall  Egypt  be  like  unto  women:  and  it  shall  be 
afraid  and  fear  because  of  the  shaking  of  the  hand  of  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  which  he  shaketh  over  it.  And  the  land  of  Judah  shall  be  a 
terror  unto  Egypt,  every  one  that  maketh  mention  thereof  shall 
be  afraid  in  himself,  because  of  the  counsel  of  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
which  he  hath  determined  against  it. 

In  that  day  shall  five  cities  in  the  land  of  Egypt  speak  the  lan- 
guage of  Canaan,  and  swear  to  the  Lord  of  hosts;  one  shall  be 
called  "the  city  of  destruction." 

In  that  day  shall  there  be  an  altar  to  the  Lord  in  the  midst  of 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  a  pillar  at  the  border  thereof  to  the  Lord. 
And  it  shall  be  for  a  sign  and  for  a  witness  unto  the  Lord  of  hosts 
in  the  land  of  Egypt:  for  they  shall  cry  unto  the  Lord  because  of 
the  oppressors,  and  he  shall  send  them  a  saviour,  and  a  great  one, 
and  he  shall  deliver  them. 

And  the  Lord  shall  be  known  to  Egypt,  and  the  Egyptians 
shall  know  the  Lord  in  that  day,  and  shall  do  sacrifice  and  obla- 
tion; yea,  they  shall  vow  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  and  perform  it. 

And  the  Lord  shall  smite  Egypt:  he  shall  smite  and  heal  it: 
and  they  shall  return  even  to  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  be  intreated 
of  them,  and  shall  heal  them. 

In  that  day  shall  there  be  a  highway  out  of  Egypt  to  Assyria, 
and  the  Assyrian  shall  come  into  Egypt,  and  the  Egyptian  into 
Assyria,  and  the  Egyptians  shall  serve  with  the  Assyrians. 

In  that  day  shall  Israel  be  the  third  with  Egypt  and  with 
Assyria,  even  a  blessing  in  the  midst  of  the  land:  whom  the 
Lord  of  hosts  shall  bless,  saying,  "Blessed  be  Egypt  my  people, 
and  Assyria  the  work  of  my  hands,  and  Israel  mine  inheritance." 

"As  Whirlwinds  in  the  South  Pass  Through" 

As  whirlwinds  in  the  south  pass  through; 
So  it  comcth  from  the  desert, 
From  a  terrible  land. 
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A  grievous  vision  is  declared  unto  me; 

The  treacherous  dealer  dealeth  treacherously, 

And  the  spoiler  spoileth. 

"Go  up,  O  Elam: 

Besiege,  O  Media; 

All  the  sighing  thereof  have  I  made  to  cease. " 

Therefore  are  my  loins  filled  with  pain: 

Pangs  have  taken  hold  upon  me, 

As  the  pangs  of  a  woman  that  travaileth: 

I  was  lowed  down  at  the  hearing  of  it; 

I  was  dismayed  at  the  seeing  of  it. 

My  heart  panted,  fearjulness  affrighted  me: 

The  night  of  my  pleasure  hath  he  turned  into  fear  unto  me. 

Prepare  the  table,  watch  in  the  watchtower,  eat,  drink: 

"Arise,  ye  princes,  and  anoint  the  shield. " 

For  thus  hath  the  Lord  said  unto  me, 

"Go,  set  a  watchman,  let  him  declare  what  he  seeth." 

And  he  saw  a  chariot  with  a  couple  of  horsemen, 

A  chariot  of  asses,  and  a  chariot  of  camels; 

And  he  hearkened  diligently  with  much  heed: 

And  he  cried,  "My  lord, 

1  stand  continually  upon  the  watchtower  in  the  daytime, 

And  I  am  set  in  my  ward  whole  nights" : 

And,  behold,  here  cometh  a  chariot  of  men,  with  a  couple  of  horse- 
men. 

And  he  answered  and  said, 

"Babylon  is  fallen,  is  fallen; 

And  all  the  graven  images  of  her  gods  he  hath  Broken  unto  the 
ground" 

"He  Callcth  to  Me  Out  of  Sar" 

He  calleth  to  me  out  ofScir, 
"Watchman,  what  of  the  night? 
Watchman,  what  of  the  night?" 
The  watchman  said,  "The  morning  comethy 
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And  also  the  night: 

If  ye,  will  enquire,,  enquire  ye: 

Return,  come." 

"In  the  Forest  in  Arabia" 

In  the  forest  in  Arabia  shall  ye  lodge, 
O  ye  travelling  companies  ofDedanim. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  land  o/Teraa 
Brought  water  to  him  that  was  thirsty, 
They  prevented  with  their  bread  him  that  fled. 
For  they  fled  from  the  swords, 
From  the  drawn  sword,  and  from  the  bent  bow, 
And  from  the  grievousness  of  war. 

For  thus  hath  the  Lord  said  unto  me, 

"Within  a  year,  according  to  the  years  of  a  hireling, 

And  all  the  glory  ofKedar  shall  fail." 

"Howl,  Ye  Skip  of  Tars  his  h" 

Howl,  ye  ships  o/Tarshish; 

For  it  is  laid  waste, 

So  that  there  is  no  house, 

J^o  entering  in: 

From  the  land  of  Chittim  it  is  revealed  to  them. 

Be  still,  ye  inhabitants  of  the  isle; 

Thou  whom  the  merchants  of  Sidon,  that  pass  over  the  sea,  have 

replenished. 

And  by  great  waters  the  seed  ofSihor, 
The  harvest  of  the  river,  is  her  revenue; 
And  she  is  a  mart  of  nations. 
Be  thou  ashamed,  O  Sidon: 

For  the  sea  hath  spoken,  even  the  strength  of  the  sea, 
Saying,  "I  travail  not,  nor  bring  forth  children, 
Neither  do  I  nourish  up  young  men,  nor  bring  up  virgins. 
As  at  the  report  concerning  Egypt,  so  shall  they  be  sorely  pained  at 

the  report  of  Tyre. 
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Pass  ye  over  to  Tarshish; 

Howl,  ye  inhabitants  of  the  isle. 

Is  this  your  joyous  city, 

Whose  antiquity  is  of  ancient  days? 

Her  own  feet  shall  carry  her  afar  off  to  sojourn. 

Who  hath  taken  this  counsel  against  Tyre,  the  crowning  city, 

Whose  merchants  are  princes, 

Whose  trajrclcers  are  the  honourable  of  the  earth? 

The  Lord  of  hosts  hath  purposed  it} 

To  stain  the  pride  of  all  glory, 

And  to  Bring  into  contempt  all  the  honourable  of  the  earth. 

Pass  through  thy  land  as  a  river,  O  daughter  o/Tarshish: 

There  is  no  more  strength. 

He  stretched  out  his  hand  over  the  sea, 

He  shook  the  kingdoms: 

The  Lord  hath  giuen  a  commandment  against  the  merchant  city, 

To  destroy  the  strong  holds  thereof. 

And  he  said,  "Thou  shalt  no  more  rejoice, 

0  thou  oppressed  virgin,  daughter  ofSidon: 

Arise,  pass  over  to  Chittim; 

There  also  shalt  thou  have  no  rest.  " 

Behold  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans; 

This  people  was  not,  till  the  Assyrian  founded  it  for  them  that 

dwell  in  the  wilderness  ; 

They  set  up  the  towers  thereof,  they  raised  up  the  palaces  thereof; 
And  he  brought  it  to  ruin. 


. 

Hou>l,  ye  ships  o/Tarshish: 
For  your  strength  is  laid  waste. 


And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  Tyre  shall  be  for- 
gotten seventy  years,  according  to  the  days  of  one  Icing:  after 
the  end  of  seventy  years  shall  Tyre  sing  as  a  harlot, 

"Take  a  harp, 
Go  alout  the  city, 
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Thou  harlot  that  hast  been  forgotten; 
Make  sweet  melody. 

Sing  many  songs, 

That  thou  mayest  be  remembered." 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  after  the  end  of  seventy  years,  that 
the  Lord  will  visit  Tyre,  and  she  shall  turn  to  her  hire,  and  shall 
commit  fornication  with  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  And  her  merchandise  and  her  hire  shall  be 
holiness  to  the  Lord:  it  shall  not  be  treasured  nor  laid  up;  for 
her  merchandise  shall  be  for  them  that  dwell  before  the  Lord, 
to  eat  sufficiently,  and  for  durable  clothing. 

"Behold,  the  Lord  Mafeetfo  the  Earth  Empty" 

Behold,  the  Lord  maketh  the  earth  empty, 

And  maketh  it  waste, 

And  turneth  it  upside  down, 

And  scattereth  abroad  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

And  it  shall  be, 

As  with  the  -people,  so  with  the  priest; 

As  with  the  servant,  so  with  his  master; 

As  with  the  maid,  so  with  her  mistress; 

As  with  the  buyer,  so  with  the  seller; 

As  with  the  lender,  so  with  the  borrower; 

As  with  the  taker  of  usury,  so  with  the  giver  of  usury  to  him. 

The  land  shall  be  utterly  emptied,  and  utterly  spoiled: 

For  the  Lord  hath  spoken  this  word. 

The  earth  mourneth  and  fadeth  away, 

The  world  languisheth  and  fadeth  away, 

The  haughty  people  of  the  earth  do  languish. 

The  earth  also  is  defiled  under  the  inhabitants  thereof; 

Because  they  have  transgressed  the  laws, 

Changed  the  ordinance, 

Broken  the  everlasting  covenant. 

Therefore  hath  the  curse  devoured  the  earth, 
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And  they  that  dwell  therein  are  desolate: 
Therefore  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  burned, 
And  few  men  left. 

The  new  wine  mourneth, 

The  vine  languisheth, 

All  the  merryhearted  do  sigh. 

The  mirth  of  tabrets  ceaseth, 

The  noise  of  them  that  rejoice  endcth, 

The  joy  of  the  harp  ceaseth. 

They  shall  not  drink  wine  with  a  song; 

Strong  drink  shall  loe  hitter  to  them  that  drink  it. 

The  city  of  confusion  is  broken  down: 

Every  house  is  shut  up,  that  no  man  may  come  in. 

There  is  a  crying  for  wine  in  the  streets; 

All  joy  is  darkened, 

The  mirth  of  the  land  is  gone. 

In  the  city  is  left  desolation, 

And  the  gate  is  smitten  with  destruction. 

Vtfhen  thus  it  shall  lye  in  the  midst  of  the  land  among  the  people. 

There  shall  lye  as  the  shaking  of  an  olive  tree, 

And  as  the  gleaning  grapes  when  the  vintage  is  done. 

They  shall  lift  up  their  voice, 

They  shall  sing  for  the  majesty  of  the  Lord, 

They  shall  cry  aloud  from  the  sea: 

"Wherefore  glorify  ye  the  Lord  in  the  fires, 

Even  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 

In  the  isles  of  the  sea" 

From  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth  have  we  heard  songs, 

Even  glory  to  the  righteous. 

But  I  said,  "M/y  leanness,  my  leanness,  woe  unto  mel 

The  treacherous  dealers  have  dealt  treacherously; 

Yea,  the  treacherous  dealers  have  dealt  very  treacherously. " 

Fear,  and  the  pit,  and  the  snare,  are  upon  thee, 

O  inhabitant  of  the  earth. 
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And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 

That  lie  who  fieeth  from  the  noise  of  the  fear  shall  fall  into  the  pit; 

And  he  that  cometh  up  out  of  the  midst  of  the  pit  shall  he  taken  in 

the  snare; 

For  the  windows  from  on  high  are  open, 
And  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  do  shake. 
The  earth  is  utterly  broken  down, 
The  earth  is  clean  dissolved, 
The  earth  is  moved  exceedingly. 
The  earth  shall  reel  to  and  fro  like  a  drunkard, 
And  shall  lot  removed  like  a  cottage; 
And  the  transgression  thereof  shall  k  heavy  upon  it; 
And  it  shall  fall,  and  not  rise  again. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day, 

That  the  Lord  shall  punish  the  host  of  the  high  ones  that  are  on  high, 
And  the  kings  of  the  earth  upon  the  earth. 
And  they  shall  le  gathered  together, 
As  prisoners  are  gathered  in  the  pit, 
And  shall  lot  shut  up  in  the  prison, 
And  after  many  days  shall  they  le  visited. 
Then  the  moon  shall  lot  confounded,  and  the  sun  ashamed, 
When  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  reign  in  Moimt  Zion,  and  in  Jeru- 
salem, 
And  before  his  ancients  gloriously. 

"O  Lord,  Thou  Art  My  God" 

0  Lord,  thou  art  my  God;  I  will  exalt  thee; 

1  will  praise  thy  name; 

For  thou  hast  done  wonderful  things; 

Thy  counsels  of  old  are  faithfulness  and  truth. 

For  thou  hast  made  of  a  city  a  heap; 

Of  a  defenced  city  a  ruin: 

A  palace  of  strangers  to  he  no  city; 

It  shall  never  lie  tuilt. 

Therefore  shall  the  strong  people  glorify  thee, 
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The  city  of  the  terrible  nations  shall  fear  thee. 

For  thou  hast  been  a  strength  to  the  poor, 

A  strength  to  the  needy  in  his  distress, 

A  refuge  from  the  storm, 

A  shadow  from  the  heat, 

When  the  Hast  of  the  terrible  ones 

Is  as  a  storm  against  the  wall. 

Thou  shalt  bring  down  the  noise  qf  strangers, 

As  the  heat  in  a  dry  place; 

Even  the  heat  with  the  shadow  of  a  cloud: 

The  branch  of  the  terrible  ones  shall  be  brought  low. 

Lo,  this  is  our  God; 

We  have  waited  for  him, 

And  he  will  save  us: 

This  is  the  Lord; 

We  have  waited  for  himy 

We  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  his  salvation. 

"In  That  Day  Shall  This  Song  Be  Sung' 
In  that  day  shall  this  song  be  sung  in  the  land  of  Judah: 

"We  have  a  strong  city; 

Salvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks. 

Open  ye  the  gates, 

Tkat  the  righteous  nation  which  keepeth  the  truth  may  enter  in. 

Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfed  peace, 

Wfoose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee: 

Because  he  trusteth  in  thee. 

Trust  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever: 

For  in  the  Lord  JEHOVAH  is  everlasting  strength: 

For  he  Iringeth  down  them  that  dwell  on  high; 

The  lofty  city,  he  layeth  it  low; 

He  layeth  it  low,  even  to  the  ground; 

He  bringetk  it  even  to  the  dust. 

[442] 


THE  VISION  OF  ISAIAH 

The  foot  shall  tread  it  down. 

Even  the  feet  of  the  poor, 

And  the  steps  of  the  needy/9 

The  way  of  the  just  is  uprightness: 

Thou,  most  upright,  dost  weigh  the  path  of  the  just. 

Yea,  in  the  way  of  thy  judgments,  O  Lord, 

Have  we  waited  for  thee; 

The  desire  of  our  soul  is  to  thy  name, 

And  to  the  remembrance  of  thee. 

With  my  soul  have  I  desired  thee  in  the  night; 

Yea,  with  my  spirit  within  me  will  I  seek  thee  early: 

For  when  thy  judgments  are  in  the  earth, 

The  inhabitants  of  the  world  will  learn  righteousness. 

Let  favour  ~be  showed  to  the  wicked, 

Yet  will  he  not  learn  righteousness: 

In  the  land  of  uprightness  will  he  deal  unjustly, 

And  will  not  lehold  the  majesty  of  the  Lord. 

"Lord,  Thou  Wilt  Ordain  Peace" 

Lord,  thou  wilt  ordain  peace  for  us: 

For  thou  also  hast  wrought  all  our  works  in  us. 

O  Lord  our  God,  other  lords  loeside  thee  have*had  dominion  over  us: 

But  loy  thee  only  will  we  make  mention  of  thy  name. 

They  are  dead,  they  shall  not  live; 

They  are  deceased,  they  shall  not  rise: 

Therefore  hast  thou  visited  and  destroyed  them, 

And  made  all  their  memory  to  perish. 

Thou  hast  increased  the  nation,  O  Lord, 

Thou  hast  increased  the  nation:  thou  art  glorified: 

Thou  hadst  removed  it  far  unto  all  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

Thy  dead  men  shall  live, 

Together  wth  my  dead  lody  shall  they  arise. 

Awake  and  sing,  ye  that  dwell  in  dust: 

For  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs, 

And  the  earth  shall  cast  out  the  dead. 
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"In  That  Day  the  Lord'9 

In  that  day  the  Lord  with  his  sore  and  great  and  strong  sword 
shall  punish  Leviathan  the  piercing  serpent,  even  Leviathan  that 
crooked  serpent;  and  he  shall  slay  the  dragon  that  is  in  the  sea. 

In  that  day  sing  ye  unto  her,  "A  vineyard  of  red  wine. 

I  the  Lord  do  keep  it;  I  will  water  it  every  -moment: 

Lest  any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day. 

Fury  is  not  in  me: 

Who  would  set  the  triers  and  thorns  against  me  in  battle? 

I  would  go  through  them,  I  would  burn  them  together. 

Or  let  him  take  hold  of  my  strength, 

That  he  may  make  peace  with  me; 

And  he  shall  make  peace  with  me." 

He  shall  cause  them  that  come  of  Jacob  to  take  root: 

Israel  shall  Blossom  and  lud. 

And  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  fruit. 

The  Covenant  with  Death 

Woe  to  the  crown  of  pride,  to  the  drunkards  of  Ephraim, 
whose  glorious  beauty  is  a  fading  flower,  which  are  on  the  head 
of  the  fat  valleys  of  them  that  are  overcome  with  wine!  Behold, 
the  Lord  hath  a  mighty  and  strong  one,  which  as  a  tempest  of 
hail  and  a  destroying  storm,  as  a  flood  of  mighty  waters  over- 
flowing, shall  cast  down  to  the  earth  with  the  hand.  The  crown 
of  pride,  the  drunkards  of  Ephraim,  shall  be  trodden  under  feet: 
and  the  glorious  beauty,  which  is  on  the  head  of  the  fat  valley, 
shall  be  a  fading  flower,  and  as  the  hasty  fruit  before  the  sum." 
mer;  which  when  he  that  looketh  upon  it  seeth,  while  it  is  yet  in 
his  hand  he  eateth  it  up. 

In  that  day  shall  the  Lord  of  hosts  be  for  a  crown  of  glory, 
and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty,  unto  the  residue  of  his  people,  and 
for  a  spirit  of  judgment  to  him  that  sitteth  in  judgment,  and  for 
strength  to  them  that  turn  the  battle  to  the  gate. 

But  they  also  have  erred  through  wine,  and  through  strong 
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drink  are  out  of  the  way;  the  priest  and  the  prophet  have  erred 
through  strong  drink,  they  are  swallowed  up  of  wine,  they  are 
out  of  the  way  through  strong  drink;  they  err  in  vision,  they 
stumble  in  judgment.  For  all  tables  are  full  of  vomit  and  filthi- 
ness,  so  that  there  is  no  place  clean.  Whom  shall  he  teach  knowl- 
edge? and  whom  shall  he  make  to  understand  doctrine?  them 
that  are  weaned  from  the  milk,  and  drawn  from  the  breasts. 
For  precept  must  be  upon  precept,  precept  upon  precept;  line 
upon  line,  line  upon  line;  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little:  for  with 
stammering  lips  and  another  tongue  will  he  speak  to  this  peo- 
ple. To  whom  he  said,  "This  is  the  rest  wherewith  ye  may  cause 
the  weary  to  rest;  and  this  is  the  refreshing":  yet  they  would 
not  hear.  But  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  unto  them  precept  upon 
precept,  precept  upon  precept;  line  upon  line,  line  upon  line; 
here  a  little,  and  there  a  little;  that  they  might  go,  and  fall  back- 
ward, and  be  broken,  and  snared,  and  taken. 

Wherefore  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  scornful  men,  that 
rule  this  people  which  is  in  Jerusalem.  Because  ye  have  said, 
"We  have  made  a  covenant  with  death,  and  with  hell  are  we  at 
agreement;  when  the  overflowing  scourge  shall  pass  through,  it 
shall  not  come  unto  us:  for  we  have  made  lies  our  refuge,  and 
under  falsehood  have  we  hid  ourselves":  therefore  thus  saith  the 
Lord  God,  "Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation  a  stone,  a 
tried  stone,  a  precious  corner  stone,  a  sure  foundation:  he  that 
believeth  shall  not  make  haste.  Judgment  also  will  I  lay  to  the 
line,  and  righteousness  to  the  plummet":  and  the  hail  shall  sweep 
away  the  refuge  of  lies,  and  the  waters  shall  overflow  the  hiding 
place.  And  your  covenant  with  death  shall  be  disannulled,  and 
your  agreement  with  hell  shall  not  stand;  when  the  overflowing 
scourge  shall  pass  through,  then  ye  shall  be  trodden  down  by  it. 
From  the  time  that  it  goeth  forth  it  shall  take  you:  for  morning 
by  morning  sh.all  it  pass  over,  by  day  and  by  night:  and  it  shall 
be  a  vexation  only  to  understand  the  report.  For  the  bed  is 
shorter  than  that  a  man  can  stretch  himself  on  it:  and  the  cover- 
ing narrower  than  that  he  can  wrap  himself  in  it. 

For  the  Lord  shall  rise  up  as  in  Mount  Perazim,  he  shall  be 
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wroth  as  in  the  valley  of  Gibeon,  that  he  may  do  his  work,  his 
strange  work;  and  bring  to  pass  his  act,  his  strange  act.  Now 
therefore  be  ye  not  mockers,  lest  your  bands  be  made  strong: 
for  I  have  heard  from  the  Lord  God  of  hosts  a  consumption,  even 
determined  upon  the  whole  earth. 

Give  ye  ear,  and  hear  my  voice;  hearken,  and  hear  my  speech. 
Doth  the  plowman  plow  all  day  to  sow?  doth  he  open  and  break 
the  clods  of  his  ground?  When  he  hath  made  plain  the  face 
thereof,  doth  he  not  cast  abroad  the  fitches,  and, scatter  the 
cummin,  and  cast  in  the  principal  wheat  and  the  appointed  bar- 
ley and  the  rye  in  their  place?  For  his  God  doth  instruct  him  to 
discretion,  and  doth  teach  him.  For  the  fitches  are  not  threshed 
with  a  threshing  instrument,  neither  is  a  cart  wheel  turned  about 
upon  the  cummin;  but  the  fitches  are  beaten  out  with  a  staff,  and 
the  cummin  with  a  rod.  Bread  corn  is  bruised;  because  he  will 
not  ever  be  threshing  it,  nor  break  it  with  the  wheel  of  his  cart, 
nor  bruise  it  with  his  horsemen.  This  also  cometh  forth  from 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  which  is  wonderful  in  counsel,  and  excellent 
in  working. 

"Wot  to  Tkew  TKat  Go  Down  to  Egypt" 

Woe  to  them  that  go  down  to  Egypt  for  help; 

And  stay  on  horses,  and  trust  in  chariots,  because  they  arc  many; 

And  in  Norsemen,  because  they  are  very  strong; 

But  they  look  not  unto  the  Holy  One  of  Israel, 

Neither  seek  the  Lord! 

Yet  he  also  is  wise,  and  will  Iring  evil, 

And  will  not  call  lack  his  words: 

But  will  arise  against  the  house  of  the  evildoers, 

And  against  the  help  of  them  that  work  iniquity. 

J^ow  the  Egyptians  are  wen,  and  not  God; 

And  their  horses  flesh,  and  not  spirit 

When  the  Lord  shall  stretch  out  his  hand. 

Both  he  that  helpeth  shall  /all, 

And  he  that  is  helped  shall  fall  down> 

And  they  all  shall  fail  together. 
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For  thus  hath  the  Lord  spoken  unto  me, 

"Like  as  the  lion  and  the  young  lion  roaring  on  his  prey, 

When  a  multitude  of  shepherds  is  called  forth  against  him, 

He  will  not  be  afraid  of  their  voice, 

Nor  abase  himself  for  the  noise  of  them": 

So  shall  the  Lord  of  hosts  come  down  to  fight  for  Mount  Zion, 

And  for  the  hill  thereof. 

As  loirds  flying, 

So  will  the  Lord  of  hosts  defend  Jerusalem; 

Defending  also  he  will  deliver  it; 

And  passing  over  he  will  -preserve  it. 

Turn  ye  unto  him  from  whom  the  children  of  Israel  have  deeply  re- 
volted. 

For  in  that  day  every  man  shall  cast  away  his  idols  of  silver,  and  his 
idols  of  gold, 

Which  your  own  hands  have  made  unto  you  for  a  sin. 

Then  shall  the  Assyrian  fall  with  the  sword,  not  of  a  mighty  man; 

And  the  sword,  not  of  a  mean  man,  shall  devour  him: 

"But  he  shall  flee  from  the  sword, 

And  his  young  men  shall  be  discomfited. 

And  he  shall  pass  over  to  his  strong  hold  for  fear, 

And  his  princes  shall  le  afraid  of  the  ensign, " 

Saith  the  Lord,  whose  fire  is  in  Zion, 

And  his  furnace  in  Jerusalem. 

The  Charader  of  the  Liberal 

Behold,  a  king  shall  reign  in  righteousness,  and  princes  shall 
rule  in  judgment.  And  a  man  shall  be  as  a  hiding  place  from  the 
wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempest;  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry 
place,  as  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land.  And  the 
eyes  of  them  that  see  shall  not  be  dim,  and  the  ears  of  them  that 
hear  shall  hearken.  The  heart  also  of  the  rash  shall  understand 
knowledge,  and  the  tongue  of  the  stammerers  shall  be  ready  to 
speak  plainly.  The  vile  person  shall  be  no  more  called  liberal, 
nor  the  churl  said  to  be  bountiful  For  the  vile  person  will  speak 
villainy,  and  his  heart  will  work  iniquity,  to  practise  hypocrisy, 
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and  to  utter  error  against  the  Lord,  to  make  empty  the  soul  of 
the  hungry,  and  he  will  cause  the  drink  of  the  thirsty  to  fail. 
The  instruments  also  of  the  churl  are  evil:  he  deviseth  wicked 
devices  to  destroy  the  poor  with  lying  words,  even  when  the 
needy  speaketh  right.  But  the  liberal  deviseth  liberal  things;  and 
by  liberal  things  shall  he  stand. 

The  Women  That  Art  at  "East 

Rise  up,  ye  women  that  are  at  ease;  hear  my  voice,  ye  careless 
daughters;  give  ear  unto  my  speech.  Many  days  and  years  shall 
ye  be  troubled,  ye  careless  women;  for  the  vintage  shall  fail,  the 
gathering  shall  not  come.  Tremble,  ye  women  that  are  at  ease; 
be  troubled,  ye  careless  ones:  strip  you,  and  make  you  bare,  and 
gird  sackcloth  upon  your  loins.  They  shall  lament  for  the  teats, 
for  the  pleasant  fields,  for  the  fruitful  vine.  Upon  the  land  of  my 
people  shall  come  up  thorns  and  briers;  yea,  upon  all  the  houses 
of  joy  in  the  joyous  city:  because  the  palaces  shall  be  forsaken; 
the  multitude  of  the  city  shall  be  left;  the  forts  and  towers  shall 
be  for  dens  for  ever,  a  joy  of  wild  as$es,  a  pasture  of  flocks;  until 
the  spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from  on  high,  and  the  wilderness  be 
a  fruitful  field,  and  the  fruitful  field  be  counted  for  a  forest. 
Then  judgment  shall  dwell  in  the  wilderness,  and  righteousness 
remain  in  the  fruitful  field.  And  the  work  of  righteousness  shall 
be  peace;  and  the  effect  of  righteousness  quietness  and  assurance 
for  ever.  And  my  people  shall  dwell  in  a  peaceable  habitation, 
and  in  sure  dwellings,  and  in  quiet  resting  places;  when  it  shall 
hail,  coming  down  on  the  forest;  and  the  city  shall  be  low  in  a 
low  place.  Blessed  are  ye  that  sow  beside  all  waters,  that  send 
forth  thither  the  feet  of  the  ox  and  the  ass. 

"Come  Near,  Ye  Rations,  to  Hear" 

Come  near,  ye  nations ,  to  hear; 

And  hearken,  ye  f eople; 

Let  the  earth  hear,  and  all  that  is  therein; 

The  world,  and  all  things  that  come  forth  of  it. 

For  the  indignation  of  the  Lord  is  upon  all  nations. 
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And  his  fury  upon  all  their  armies: 
He  hath  utterly  destroyed  them, 
He  hath  delivered  them  to  the  slaughter. 
Their  slain  also  shall  he  cast  out, 
And  their  stink  shall  come  up  out  of  their  carcases, 
And  the  mountains  shall  loe  melted  with  thdr  Wood. 
And  all  the  host  of  heaven  shall  lot  dissolved, 
And  the  heavens  shall  he  rolled  together  as  a  scroll: 
And  all  their  host  shall  fall  down, 
As  the  leaffalleth  off  from  the  vine, 
And  as  a  falling  fig  from  the  fig  tree. 
For  my  sword  shall  fee  bathed  in  heaven: 
Behold,  it  shall  come  down  upon  Idumca, 
And  upon  the  people  of  my  curse,  to  judgment. 
The  sword  of  the  Lord  is  filled  with  Wood, 
It  is  made  fat  with  fatness,  with  the  blood  of  lambs  and  goats, 
With  the  fat  of  the  kidneys  of  rams: 
For  the  Lord  hath  a  sacrifice  in  Bozrah, 
And  a  great  slaughter  in  the  land  ofldumea. 
And  the  unicorns  shall  come  down  with  them, 
And  the  bullocks  with  the  lulls; 
And  their  land  shall  be  soaked  with  Hood, 
And  their  dust  made  fat  with  fatness. 
For  it  is  the  day  of  the  Lord's  vengeance, 
And  the  year  of  recompenses  for  the  controversy  ofZion. 
And  the  streams  thereof  shall  l>e  turned  into  pitch, 
And  the  dust  thereof  into  brimstone, 
And  the  land  thereof  shall  become  burning  pitch. 
It  shall  not  be  quenched  night  nor  day; 
The  smoke  thereof  shall  go  up  for  ever: 
From  generation  to  generation  it  shall  lie  waste; 
JS[pne  shall  pass  through  it  for  ever  and  ever. 
But  the  cormorant  and  the  bittern  shall  possess  it; 
The  owl  also  and  the  raven  shall  dwell  in  it: 

And  he  shall  stretch  out  upon  it  the  line  of  confusion,  and  the  stones 
of  emptiness. 
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They  shall  call  the  nobles  thereof  to  the  kingdom, 

But  none  shall  he  there, 

And  all  her  princes  shall  he  nothing. 

And  thorns  shall  come  up  in  her  palaces, 

"Nettles  and  hramhles  in  the  fortresses  thereof: 

And  it  shall  he  a  habitation  of  dragons, 

And  a  court  for  owls. 

The  wild  heasts  of  the  desert  shall  also  meet  with  the  wild  leasts  of 

the  island. 

And  the  satyr  shall  cry  to  his  fellow; 
The  screech  owl  also  shall  rest  there, 
And  find  for  herself  a  place  of  rest, 
There  shall  the  great  owl  make  her  nest, 
And  lay,  and  hatch,  and  gather  under  her  shadow: 
There  shall  the  vultures  also  le  gathered, 
Every  one  with  her  mate. 

"Seek  Ye  Out  of  the  Book  of  the  Lord" 

Seek  ye  out  of  the  hook  of  the  Lord,  and  read; 

JS[0  one  of  these  shall  fail, 

l^lpne  shall  want  her  -mate: 

For  my  mouth  it  hath  commanded, 

And  his  spirit  it  hath  gathered  them. 

And  he  hath  cast  the  lot  for  them, 

And  his  hand  hath  divided  it  unto  them  hy  line: 

They  shall  possess  it  for  ever, 

From  generation  to  generation  shall  they  dwell  therein. 

The  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  he  glad  for  them; 

And  the  desert  shall  rejoice,  and  hlossom  as  the  rose. 

It  shall  "blossom  abundantly,  and  rejoice  even  with  joy  and  singing: 

The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  he  given  unto  it,  the  excellency  ofCarmel 

and  Sharon, 

°They  shall  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  the  excellency  of  our  God. 
Strengthen  ye  the  weak  hands, 
And  confirm  the  feeble  knees. 
Say  to  them  that  are  of  a  fearful  heart,  "Be  strong,  fear  not: 
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BehoU,  your  God  will  come  u>ith  vengeance, 

Even  God  with  a  recompense;  lie  will  come  and  save  you.  " 

Then  the  eyes  of  the  Hind  shall  le  opened, 

And  the  ears  of  the  deaf  shall  le  unstopped. 

Then  shall  the  lame  man  leap  as  a  harty 

And  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  sing: 

For  in  the  wilderness  shall  waters  Ireak  out, 

And  streams  in  the  desert. 

And  the  parched  ground  shall  Become  a  pool, 

And  the  thirsty  land  springs  of  water: 

In  the  habitation  of  dragons,  where  each  lay, 

Shall  be  grass  with  reeds  and  rushes. 

And  a  highway  shall  le  there,  and  a  way, 

And  it  shall  le  called  "the  way  of  holiness"  ; 

The  unclean  shall  not  pass  over  it;  hut  it  shall  "be  for  those: 

The  wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  shall  not  err  therein. 

NO  lion  shall  lot  there,  nor  any  ravenous  least  shall  go  up  thereon, 

It  shall  not  le  found  there; 

But  the  redeemed  shall  walk  there: 

And  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  shall  return, 

And  come  to  Zion  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon  their  heads: 

They  shall  oltainjoy  and  gladness, 

And  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away. 


The  Song  of  Hz 

The  writing  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  when  he  had  been 
sick,  and  was  recovered  of  his  sickness: 

"I  said  in  the  cutting  off  of  my  days,  'I  shall  go  to  the  gates  of  the  grave: 
I  am  deprived  of  the  residue  of  my  years.  ' 
I  said,  *I  shall  not  see  the  Lord,  even  the  Lord,  in  the  land  of  the 

living: 

I  shall  lehold  man  no  more  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  world.  * 
Mine  age  is  departed, 

And  is  removed  from  me  as  a  shepherd's  tent: 
I  Ifiaut  cut  off  like  a  weaver  my  life: 
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He  will  cut  me  off  with  pining  sickness: 

From  day  even  to  night  wilt  thou  make  an  end  of  me. 

I  reckoned  till  morning,  that,  as  a  lion,  so  will  he  loreak  all  my  tones: 

From  day  even  to  night  wilt  thou  make  an  end  of  me. 

Like  a  crane  or  a  swallow,  so  did  I  chatter: 

I  did  mourn  as  a  dove: 

Mine  eyes  fail  with  IdoJcing  upward: 

0  Lord,  I  am  oppressed;  undertake  for  me. 
What  shall  I  say? 

He  hath  loth  spoken  unto  me, 
And  himself  hath  done  it: 

1  shall  go  softly  all  my  years  in  the  bitterness  of  my  soul. 
O  Lord,  lay  these  things  men  live, 

And  in  all  these  things  is  the  life  of  my  spirit: 
So  wilt  thou  recover  me,  and  make  me  to  live. 
Behold,  for  peace  I  had  great  litterness: 

But  thou  hast  in  love  to  my  soul  delivered  it  from  the  pit  of  corrup- 
tion: 

For  thou  hast  cast  all  my  sins  lehind  thy  lack. 
For  the  grave  cannot  praise  thee, 
Death  cannot  celelrate  thee: 

They  that  go  down  into  the  pit  cannot  hope  for  thy  truth. 
The  living,  the  living,  he  shall  praise  thee, 
As  I  do  this  day: 

The  father  to  the  children  shall  make  known  thy  truth. 
The  Lord  was  ready  to  save  me: 

Therefore  we  will  sing  my  songs  to  the  stringed  instruments 
All  the  days  of  our  life  in  the  house  of  the  Lord, " 


THE  WORD  OF  THE  LORD  WHICH 
CAME  UNTO  ZEPHANIAH 

A  TEMPORARY  incursion  of  Scythians  into  southwestern  Asia  in  the 
year  627  B.C.  led  the  grim  prophet  Zephaniah  to  imagine  that  the  day 
of  doom  for  all  nations  was  at  hand.  He  had  nothing  constructive  to 
offer,  and  his  dire  expectations  were  unfulfilled,  hut  they  gave  rise  to 
some  effedive  poetry  in  which  much  use  was  made  of  that  device  of 
cumulative  iteration  which  is  one  of  the  outstanding  features  of  Hebraic 
verse. 
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^  Tk  Word  of  the  Lord  ^ 
Tkat  Came  unto 

ZEPHANIAH 


THE  SON  OF  CUSHI,  THE  SON  OF  GEDALIAH,  THE 
SON  OF  AMARIAH,  THE  SON  OF  HIZKIAH,  IN  THE 
DAYS  OF  JOSIAH  THE  SON  OF  AMON,  KING  OF  JUDAH. 


"I  Will  Utterly  Consume  All  Things" 

"I  will  utterly  consume  all  tilings 

From  off  the  land/'  saith  the  Lord. 
"I  will  consume  man  and  least; 

1  will  consume  the  fowls  of  the  heaven,  and  the  fishes  of  the  sea, 

And  the  stumblingblocks  witli  the  wicked; 

And  I  will  cut  ojf  man  from  off  the  land/' 

Saith  the  Lord. 

I  will  also  stretch  out  mine  hand  upon  Judah, 

And  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem; 

And  I  will  cut  off  the  remnant  of  Baal  from  this  place, 

And  the  name  of  the  Chemarims  with  the -priests; 

And  them  that  worship  the  host  of  heaven  upon  the  housetops; 

And  them  that  worship  and  that' swear  lay  the  Lord, 

And  that  swear  ly  Malcham; 

And  them  that  are  turned  lack  from  the  Lord; 

And  those  that  have  not  sought  the  Lord, 

J^or  enquired  for  him." 

Hold  thy  -peace  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord  God, 
For  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand! 
For  the  Lord  hath  prepared  a  sacrifice, 
He  hath  lid  his  guests. 
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And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  day  of  the  Lori's  sacrifice, 

That  I  will  -punish  the  princes,  and  the  king's  children, 

And  all  suck  as  are  clothed  with  strange  apparel. 

In  the  same  day  also  will  I  punish  all  those  that  leap  on  the  threshold, 

Which  fill  their  masters'  houses  with  violence  and  deceit. 

"And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,"  saith  the  Lord, 
"That  there  shall  lie  the  noise  of  a  cry  from  the  Fish  Gate, 

And  a  howling  from  the  second, 

And  a  great  crashing  from  the  hills. 

Howl,  ye  inhabitants  o/Maktesh, 

For  all  the  merchant  people  arc  cut  down; 

All  they  that  hear  silver  are  cut  off. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  at  that  time,  that  I  will  search  Jerusalem 

with  candles, 

And  punish  the  wen  that  are  settled  on  their  Ices, 
That  say  in  their  heart, 

'The  Lord  will  not  do  good,  neither  will  he  do  evil. ' 
There/ore  their  goods  shall  Become  a  looty, 
And  their  houses  a  desolation: 
The^y  shall  also  Wild  houses,  lut  not  inhabit  them; 
And  they  shall  plant  vineyards,  hut  not  drink  the  wine  thereof." 

The  great  day  of  the  Lord  is  near, 

It  is  near,  and  hasteth  greatly, 

The  voice  of  the  day  of  the  Lord: 

The  might)'  wan  shall  cry  there  Utterly. 

That  day  is  a  day  of  wrath, 

A  day  of  trouble  and  distress, 

A  day  ofwasteness  and  desolation, 

A  day  of  darkness  and  gloominess, 

A  day  of  clouds  and  thick  darkness, 

A  day  of  the  trumpet  and  alarm  against  the  fenced  cities, 

And  against  the  high  towers. 
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And  I  will  bring  distress  upon  men,  that  they  shall  walk  like  Hind 

men/' 

Because  they  have  sinned  against  the  Lord: 
And  their  blood  shall  be  poured  out  as  dust, 
And  their  flesh  as  the  dung. 
•jSfeitW  their  silver  nor  their  gold 

Shall  be  able  to  deliver  them  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  wrath; 
But  the  whole  land  shall  be  devoured  ly  the  fire  of  his  jealousy: 
For  he  shall  make  even  a  speedy  riddance  of  all  them  that  dwell  in  the 

land. 

"Gather  Yourselves  Together" 

Gather  yourselves  together , 

Yea;  gather  together,  O  nation  not  desired; 

Before  the  decree  bring  forth, 

Before  the  day  pass  as  the  chaff 9 

Before  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  come  upon  you, 

Before  the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger  come  upon  you. 

Seek  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  meek  of  the  earth, 

Which  have  wrought  his  judgment; 

Seek  righteousness,  seek  meekness: 

It  may  be  ye  shall  be  hid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger. 

For  Gaza  shall  le  forsaken, 

And  Ashkelon  a  desolation: 

They  shall  drire  out  Ashdod  at  the  noon  day, 

And  Ekron  shall  be  rooted  up. 

Woe  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  sea  coast, 

The  nation  of  the  Cher  et  hit  es/ 

The  word  of  the  Lord  is  against  you; 

0  Canaan,  the  land  of  the  Philistines, 

1  will  even  destroy  thee,  that  there  shall  be  no  inhabitant. 
And  the  sea  coast  shall  be  dwellings  and  cottages  for  shepherds, 
And  folds  for  /locks. 

And  the  coast  shall  be  for  the  remnant  of  the  house  ofjudah; 
They  shall  feed  thereupon: 
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In  the  houses  of  Ashkclon  shall  they  lie  down  in  the  evening: 
For  the  Lord  their  God  shall  visit  them, 
And  turn  away  their  captivity. 

"I  have  heard  the  reproach  oflvioab, 

And  the  revilings  of  the  children  of  Ammon, 

Whereby  they  have  reproached  my  people, 

And  magnified  themselves  against  their  border. 

'Therefore  as  1  live," 

Saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel, 
"Surely  Moafc  shall  fee  as  Sodom, 

And  the  children  of  Amman  as  Gomorrah, 

Even  the  breeding  of  nettles,  and  saltpits, 

And  a  perpetual  desolation: 

The  residue  of  my  people  shall  spoil  them, 

And  the  remnant  of  my  people  shall  possess  them." 

This  shall  they  have  for  their  pride, 

Because  they  have  reproached  and  magnified  themselves 

Against  the  people  of  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

The  Lord  will  loe  terrible  unto  them: 

For  he  will  famish  all  the  gods  of  the  earth; 

And  men  shall  worship  him,  every  one  from  his  place, 

Even  all  the  isles  of  the  heathen. 

"Ye  Ethiopians  also, 
Ye  shall  fee  slain  Iry  my  sword." 
And  he  will  stretch  out  his  hand  against  the  north} 
And  destroy  Assyria; 
And  will  make  Njncveh  a  desolation, 
And  dry  like  a  wilderness. 
And  flocks  shall  lie  down  in  the  midst  of  her, 
All  the  leasts  of  the  nations: 
Both  the  cormorant  and  the  bittern 
Si-tall  lodge  in  the  upper  lintels  of  it; 
'Their  voice  shall  sing  in  the  windows; 
Desolation  shall  fce  in  the  thresholds: 
For  he  shall  uncover  the  cedar  work. 
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•  This  is  the  rejoicing  city 

That  dwelt  carelessly, 

That  said  in  her  heart, 
*T  am,  and  there  is  none  beside  me" : 

Hrlow  is  she  become  a  desolation, 

A  place  for  beasts  to  lie  down  in! 

Every  one  that  passeth  by  her  shall  hiss, 

And  wag  his  hand. 


[458] 


THE  VISION  OF  NAHUM  THE 
ELKOHITE 

THE  DECLINE  of  Assyria  toward  the  end  of  the  seventh  century  was 
watched  from  a  distance  ty  the  ]ews  with  very  natural  feelings  of  grati- 
fied revenge  intermingled  with  nobler  emotions  of  exultation  at  the  ap- 
proaching overthrow  of  a  savagely  militaristic  nation.  Thus  at  the  mo- 
ment of  its  disappearance  Assyria }  incapable  of  producing  great  literature 
itself,  was  at  least  the  cause  of  a  piece  of  great  literature  from  one  of  its 
enemies — the  poem  of  the  prophet  ~Njthum  on  the  fall  of  hated  Nineveh 
(612  B.C. ) ,  a  superb  union  of  rhapsodic  passion  and  powerfully  vivid 
realism. 
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"He  That  Dashetk  in  Pieces" 

He  that  dasheth  in  pieces  is  come  up  be/ore  thy  face: 

Keep  the  munition, 

Watch  the  u>ay,  make  thy  loins  strong, 

Fortify  thy  power  mightily. 

The  shield  of  his  mighty  men  is  made  red, 

The  valiant  men  are  in  scarlet: 

The  chariots  shall  be  with  /laming  torches 

In  the  day  of  his  preparation, 

And  the  fir  trees  shall  be  terribly  shale  en. 

The  chariots  shall  rage  in  the  streets, 

They  shall  jostle  one  against  another  in  the  broad  u>ays: 

They  shall  seem  like  torches, 

They  shall  run  like  the  lightnings. 

lie  shall  recount  his  worthies: 

They  shall  stumble  in  their  walk; 

They  shall  make  haste  to  the  wall  thereof, 

And  the  defence  shall  be  -prepared. 

The  gates  of  the  rivers  shall  be  opened, 

And  the  palace  shall  be  dissolved. 

And  Huzzab  shall  be  led  au>ay  captive, 

She  shall  be  brought  up, 

And  her  maids  shall  lead  her  as  with  the  voice  of  doves, 

Taboring  upon  their  breasts. 

But  Njnevch  is  of  old  like  a  pool  of  water: 

Yet  they  shall  flee  away. 
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"Stand,  stand,  *  shall  they  cry; 
But  none  shall  look  back. 
Take  ye  the  spoil  of  silver, 
Take  the  spoil  of  gold: 
For  there  is  none  end  of  the  store 
And  glory  out  of  all  the  pleasant  furniture. 

She  is  empty,  and  void,  and  waste: 

And  the  heart  melteth,  and  the  knees  smite  together, 

And  much  pain  is  in  all  loins, 

And  the  faces  of  them  all  gather  Slackness. 

Where  is  the  dwelling  of  the  lions, 

And  the  feeding  place  of  the  young  lions } 

Where  the  lion,  even  the  old  lion,  walked, 

And  the  lion's  whelp,  and  none  made  them  afraid? 

The  lion  did  tear  in  pieces  enough  for  his  whelps, 

And  strangled  for  his  lionesses, 

And  filled  his  holes  unth  prey. 

And  his  dens  unth  ravin. 

"Behold,  I  am  against  thec,"  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts, 

"And  I  will  burn  her  chariots  in  the  smoke, 
And  the  sword  shall  devour  thy  young  lions: 
And  I  will  cut  ojff  thy  prey  from  the  earth, 
And  the  voice  of  thy  messengers  shall  no  more  fee  heard*" 

W"oe  to  the  Woody  city! 

It  is  alljull  of  lies  and  robbery; 

The  prey  departeth  not; 

The  noise  of  a  whip,  and  the  noise  of  the  rattling  of  the  wheels, 

And  of  the  prancing  horses,  and  of  the  jumping  chariots. 

The  horseman  lifteth  up  loth  the  bright  sword  and  the  glittering 

spear: 

And  there  is  a  multitude  of  slain,  and  a  great  number  of  carcases; 
And  there  is  none  end  of  their  corpses; 
They  stumble  upon  their  corpses: 
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Because  of  the,  multitude  of  the  whoredoms  of  the  wellfavoured 

harlot, 
The  mistress  of  witchcrafts,  that  selleth  nations  through  her 

whoredoms, 
And  families  through  her  witchcrafts. 

"Behold,  I  am  against  thee"  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts; 
"And  I  will  discover  thy  shirts  upon  thy  face, 

And  I  will  show  the  nations  thy  nakedness, 

And  the  kingdoms  thy  shame. 

And  I  will  cast  abominable  filth  upon  thee, 

And  make  thee  vile,  and  will  set  thee  as  a  gazingstock. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  all  they  that  look  upon  thee  shall 
flee  from  thee, 

And  say,  ''Njncvch  is  laid  waste: 

WTu?  will  bemoan  her?' 

Whence  shall  I  seek  comforters  for  thee? 

Art  thou  better  than  populous  Nlo, 

That  was  situate  among  the  rivers, 

That  had  the  waters  round  about  it, 

Whose  rampart  was  the  sea, 

And  her  wall  was  from  the  sea? 

Ethiopia  and  Egypt  were  her  strength, 

And  it  was  infinite; 

Put  and  Luhim  were  thy  helpers. 

Yet  was  she  carried  away; 

She  went  into  captivity. 

Her  young  children  also  were  dashed  in  pieces  at  the  top  of  all  the 

streets; 

And  they  cast  lots  for  her  honourable  men, 
And  all  her  great  men  were  bound  in  chains. 

Thou  also  shalt  be  drunken; 

Thou  shalt  he  hid,  thou  also  shalt  seek  strength  because  of  the 

enemy. 
All  thy  strong  holds  shall  loe  like  fig  trees  with  the  firstripe  figs: 
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If  they  he  shaken,  they  shall  even  fall  into  the  mouth  of  the  eater. 
Behold  ,  thy  people  in  the  midst  of  thee  are  women; 
The  gates  of  thy  land  shall  he  set  ivide  open  unto  thine  enemies; 
The  fire  shall  devour  thy 


Draw  thee  waters  for  the  siege,  fortify  thy  strong  liolds; 

Go  into  clay,  and  tread  the  mortar, 

Make  strong  the  Itricklziln. 

There  shall  the  fire  dcvoiir  thee; 

The  sword  shall  cut  thee  off", 

It  shall  eat  thee  up  like  the  cankerworm: 

Make  thyself  many  as  the  cankerworm, 

Make  thyself  many  as  the  locusts. 

Thou  hast  multiplied  thy  merchants  above  the  stars  of  heaven: 

The  cankerworm  spoileth,  and  fleeth  away. 

Thy  crowned  are  as  the  locusts, 

And  thy  captains  as  the  great  grasshoppers, 

Vtfhich  camp  in  the  hedges  in  the  cold  day, 

But  when  the  sun  ariseth  they  flee  away, 

And  their  place  is  not  known  where  they  are, 

Thy  shepherds  slumber,  O  king  of  Assyria; 

Thy  noHes  shall  dwell  in  the  dust! 

Thy  people  is  scattered  upon  the  mountains, 

And  no  man  gathereth  them. 

There  is  no  healing  of  thy  bruise; 

Thy  wound  is  grievous: 

All  that  hear  the  bruit  of  thee  shall  clap  the  hands  over  thee: 

For  upon  whom  hath  not  thy  wickedness  passed  continually?" 
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THE  BURDEN  OF  HABAKKUK 

HABAKKUK,  a  more  reflexive  and  philosophical  poet  only  a  few  years 
after  J^ahum,  could  take  no  pleasure  in  the  fall  of  Assyria,  as  he  per- 
ceived that  it  would  k  followed  ly  the  tyranny  of  Babylon.  This  led  him 
to  raise,  for  the  first  time  in  the  Bittc,  the  question:  is  it  true  that  the 
wicked  are  punished  and  the  righteous  prosper? — the  same  prollem  that 
was  to  concern  ] enmiah  and  the  author  of  the  Book  o/Jok  But  though 
Hakakkuk  raised  it,  he  quickly  put  it  ly  with  the  comfortable  assur- 
ance that  the  traditional  dogmd  was  correct,  if  not  immediately,  then  in 
the  long  run.  With  less  fire  than  the  older  prophets  lut  with  equal 
moral  earnestness  he  renewed  their  protest  against  avarice,  intemperance, 
and  idolatry. 
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"O  Lord,  How  Long?" 

O  Lord,  how  long  shall  I  cry, 

And  thou  wilt  not  hear! 

Even  cry  out  unto  thee  of  violence, 

And  thou  wilt  not  save! 

Why  dost  tkou  show  me  iniquity, 

And  cause  me  to  behold  grievance? 

For  spoiling  and  violence  are  before  me: 

And  there  are  that  raise  up  strife  and  contention. 

Therefore  the  law  is  slacked, 

And  judgment  doth  never  go  forth: 

For  the  wicked  doth  compass  about  the  righteous; 

Therefore  wrong  judgment  proceedeth. 

"Behold  ye  among  the  heathen, 
And  regard,  and  wonder  marvellously: 
For  I  will  work  a  work  in  four  days, 
Which  ye  will  not  believe,  though  it  be  told  you. 
For,  lo,  I  raise  up  the  Chaldeans, 
That  bitter  and  hasty  nation, 
Which  shall  march  through  the  breadth  of  the  land, 
To  possess  the  dwelling  places  that  are  not  theirs. 

They  are  terrible  and  dreadful: 

Their  judgment  and  their  dignity  shall  proceed  of  themselves. 

Their  horses  also  are  swifter  than  the  leopards, 

And  are  more  fierce  than  the  evening  wolves: 
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And  their  horsemen  shall  spread  themselves, 
And  their  horsemen  shall  come  from  far; 
They  shall  fly  as  the  eagle  that  hasteth  to  eat. 

They  shall  come  all  for  violence: 

Their  faces  shall  sup  up  as  the  east  wind, 

And  they  shall  gather  the  captivity  as  the  sand. 

And  they  shall  scoff  at  the  kings, 

And  the  princes  shall  he  a  scorn  unto  them: 

They  shall  deride  every  strong  hold; 

For  they  shall  heap  dust,  and  take  it. 

Then  shall  his  mind  change,  and  he  shall  pass  over, 

And  ojfend,  imputing  this  his  power  unto  his  god.  ** 

Art  thou  not  from  everlasting, 
O  Lord  my  God,  mine  Holy  One? 

0  Lord,  thou  hast  ordained  them  for  judgment; 

And,  O  mighty  God,  thou  hast  established  them  for  correction. 

Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  evil, 

And  canst  not  look  on  iniquity: 

Wherefore  loosest  thou  upon  them  that  deal  treacherously, 

And  holdest  thy  tongue  when  the  wicked  devoureth 

The  man  that  is  more  righteous  than  he? 

And  makest  men  as  the  fishes  of  the  sea, 

As  the  creeping  things,  that  have  no  ruler  over  them? 

They  take  up  all  of  them  with  the  angle, 

They  catch  them  in  their  net, 

And  gather  them  in  their  drag: 

Therefore  they  rejoice  and  are  glad. 

Therefore  they  sacrifice  unto  their  net, 

And  turn  incense  unto  their  drag; 

Because  loy  them  their  portion  is  fat 3 

And  their  meat  plenteous. 

Shall  they  therefore  empty  their  net, 

And  not  spare  continually  to  slay  the  nations? 

1  will  stand  upon  my  watch, 
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And  set  me  upon  the  tower, 

And  mill  watch  to  sec  what  he  will  say  unto  me, 

And  what  I  shall  answer  when  I  am  reproved. 

And  the  Lord  answered  me,  and  said, 
"Write  the  vision,  and  make  it  plain  upon  tables, 
That  he  may  run  that  readeth  it. 
For  the  vision  is  yet  for  an  appointed  time, 
But  at  the  end  it  shall  speak,  and  not  lie: 
Though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it; 
Because  it  will  surely  come,  it  will  not  tarry. 

Behold,  Jus  soul  which  is  lifted  up  is  not  upright  in  him: 

But  the  just  shall  live  fcy  his  faitk 

Yea  also,  because  he  transgresseth  l>y  wine, 

He  is  a  proud  man,  neither  keepcth  at  home, 

Who  enlargeth  his  desire  as  "hell, 

And  is  as  death,  and  cannot  le  satisfied, 

But  gather  eth  unto  him  all  nations, 

And  heapeth  unto  him  all  people. 

Shall  not  all  these  take  up  a  parable  against  him, 
And  a  taunting  proverb  against  him,  and  say, 
'W'oe  to  him  that  increaseth  that  which  is  not  his! 
How  long?  and  to  him  that  ladeth  himself  with  thick  clay/* 
Shall  they  not  rise  up  suddenly  that  shall  Bite  thee, 
And  awake  that  shall  vex  thee, 
And  thou  shalt  fee  for  booties  unto  them? 
Because  thou  hast  spoiled  many  nations, 
All  the  remnant  of  the  people  shall  spoil  thee; 
Because  of  men's  Hood,  and  for  the  violence  of  the  land, 
Of  the  city,  and  of  all  that  dwell  therein." 

Woe  to  him  that  cof  eteth  an  evil  covetousness  to  his  house. 

That  he  may  set  his  nest  on  high, 

That  he  may  he  delivered  from  the  power  of  evil! 

Thou  hast  consulted  shame  to  thy  house  by  cutting  off  many  people, 

And  hast  sinned  against  thy  soul. 
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For  the  stone  shall  cry  out  of  the  wall, 

And-  the  learn  out  of  the  timber  shall  answer  it. 

Woe  to  him  that  luildeth  a  town  with  Hood, 

And  established  a  city  by  iniquity! 

Behold,  is  it  not  of  the  Lord  of  hosts 

That  the  people  shall  labour  in  the  very  fire, 

And  the  people  shall  weary  themselves  for  very  vanity? 

For  the  earth  shall  Refilled  with  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the 

Lord, 
As  the  waters  cover  the  sea. 

Woe  unto  him  that  giveth  his  neighbour  drink, 

That  puttest  thy  bottle  to  him,  and  makest  him  drunken  also, 

That  thou  mayest  look  on  their  nakedness! 

Thou  art  filled  with  shame  for  glory: 

Drink  thou  also,  and  let  thy  foreskin  he  uncovered: 

The  cup  of  the  Lord's  right  hand  shall  lot  turned  unto  thcc, 

And  shameful  spewing  shall  fee  on  thy  glory. 

For  the  violence  of  Lebanon  shall  cover  thee, 

And  the  spoil  of  leasts,  which  made  them  afraid, 

Because  of  men's  Hood,  and  for  the  violence  of  the  land, 

Of  the  city,  and  of  all  that  dwell  therein. 

What  profiteth  the  graven  image  that  the  maker  thereof  hath  graven 

it; 

The  molten  image,  and  a  teacher  of  lies, 
That  the  maker  of  his  work  trust eth  therein, 
To  make  dumb  idols? 

Woe  unto  him  that  saith  to  the  wood,  "Awake" ; 
To  the  dumb  stone,  "Arise,  it  shall  teach!" 
Behold,  it  is  laid  over  with  gold  and  silver, 
And  there  is  no  breath  at  all  in  the  midst  of  it. 
But  the  Lord!  is  in  his  holy  temple: 
Let  all  the  earth  keep  silence  before  him. 
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IN  THE  WORK  OF  JEREMIAH  till  personal  Wtt  IS  Stressed  WOTl  than 

in  that  of  any  of  the  others.  He  was  essentially  one  lorn  out  of  his  due 
time  to  set  the  crooked  straight — when  there  was  no  longer  any  hope  of 
straightening  it  Descended  from  a  family  of  priests  and  vowed  from  Hrth 
to  the  worship  of  Jehovah,  he  watched  the  decline  of  monarchy  and  priest- 
hood— and  'mortally  offended  loth  through  his  prophecies  of  national  de- 
struflion — during  the  melancholy  years  that  followed  the  death  ofjosiah 
at  the  lattle  of  Megiddo  in  608  B.C.  Under  Josiah's  weak  and  vacil- 
lating successors  the  Deutcronomic  reforms  were  abandoned,  and  the  rul- 
ers drifted  from  one  political  intrigue  into  another  ending  in  the  capture 
of  Jerusalem  ly  Nebuchadrezzar,  king  of  Babylon,  in  591  B.C.  and 
the  carrying  off  of  Josiah's  grandson,  Jehoiachin,  into  captivity.  Then,  a 
few  years  later,  Zedckiah,  the  subject  ruler  appointed  ly  J^cbuchadreZ" 
zar,  engaged  in  a  futile  rebellion  with  the  result  that  the  Babylonians  re- 
turned and  destroyed  Jerusalem  in  586  B.C. 

Owng  to  Jeremiah's  opposition  to  these  suicidal  policies,  he  was  de- 
nounced Toy  court  and  people  as  unpatriotic  and  spent  a  long  time  in  prison. 
The  ending  of  his  life  was  as  hitter  as  the  rest  of  it.  After  resisting  a 
proposal  of  Jewsh  refugees  to  fly  to  Egypt,  he  was  carried  off  ly  them  ly 
force,  a  vidim  of  the  old  tradition  that  it  was  well  to  have  a  prophet 
about  to  read  the  will  of  God,  even  though  his  advice  was  rarely  followed. 

What  made  his  life  the  harder  was  that  he  lacked  the  manifest  joy  in 
conflid  of  many  of  the  other  prophets.  Tender  and  sensitive  l?y  nature,  he 
shrank  from  the  very  ofcloguy  which  his  relentless  conscience  obliged  him 
to  invoke.  His  own  deepest  experience  was  expressed  in  his  gospel  of  inner 
integrity  as  the  ultimate  reliance,  the  final  covenant  with  God,  when 
throne  and  temple  are  destroyed. 
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THE  SON  OF  HILKIAH,  OF  THE  PRIESTS  THAT  WERE  IN  ANATHOTH  IN 
THE  LAND  OF  BENJAMIN;  TO  WHOM  THE  WORD  OF  THE  LORD  CAME 
IN  THE  DAYS  OF  JOSIAH  THE  SON  OF  AMON  KING  OF  JUDAH,  IN  THE 
THIRTEENTH  YEAR  OF  HIS  REIGN.  IT  CAME  ALSO  IN-  THE  DAYS  OF 
JEHOIAKIM  THE  SON  OF  JOSIAH  KING  OF  JUDAH,  UNTO  THE  END  OF  THE 
ELEVENTH  YEAR  OF  ZEDEKIAH  THE  SON  OF  JOSIAH  KING  OF  JUDAH,  UNTO 
THE  CARRYING  AWAY  OF  JERUSALEM  CAPTIVE  IN  THE  FIFTH  MONTH. 


TJie  Call  ofjercmiak 

npHE  WORD  OF  THE  LORD  came  unto  me,  saying,  "Before  I  formed 
JL  thee  in  the  belly  I  knew  thee;  and  before  thou  earnest  forth 
out  of  the  womb  I  sanctified  thee,  and  I  ordained  thee  a  prophet 
unto  the  nations. " 

Then  said  I,  "Ah,  Lord  God!  behold,  I  cannot  speak;  for  I 
am  a  child/' 

But  the  Lord  said  unto  me,  "Say  not,  *I  am  a  child':  for  thou 
shalt  go  to  all  that  I  shall  send  thee,  and  whatsoever  I  command 
thee  thou  shalt  speak.  Be  not  afraid  of  their  faces:  for  I  am  with 
thee  to  deliver  thee/'  saith  the  Lord. 

Then  the  Lord  put  forth  his  hand,  and  touched  my  mouth. 
And  the  Lord  said  unto  me,  "Behold,  I  have  put  my  words  in  thy 
mouth.  See,  I  have  this  day  set  thee  over  the  nations  and  over 
the  kingdoms,  to  root  out,  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  destroy, 
and  to  throw  down,  to  build,  and  to  plant." 

Moreover  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  "Jere- 
miah, what  seest  thou?" 

And  I  said,  "I  see  a  rod  of  an  almond  tree." 


THE  WORDS  OF  JEREMIAH 

Then  said  the  Lord  unto  me,  "Thou  hast  well  seen:  for  I  will 
hasten  my  word  to  perform  it." 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me  the  second  time, 
saying,  "What  seest  thou?" 

And  I  said,  "I  see  a  seething  pot;  and  the  face  thereof  is  to- 
ward the  north/' 

Then  the  Lord  said  unto  me,  "Out  of  the  north  an  evil  shall 
break  forth  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land.  For,  lo,  I  will 
call  all  the  families  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  north,"  saith  the 
Lord;  "and  they  shall  come,  and  they  shall  set  every  one  his 
throne  at  the  entering  of  the  gates  of  Jerusalem,  and  against  all 
the  walls  thereof  round  about,  and  against  all  the  cities  of  JudaL 
And  I  will  utter  my  judgments  against  them  touching  all  their 
wickedness,  who  have  forsaken  me,  and  have  burned  incense 
unto  other  gods,  and  worshipped  the  works  of  their  own  hands. 
Thou  therefore  gird  up  thy  loins,  and  arise,  and  speak  unto  them 
all  that  I  command  thee:  be  not  dismayed  at  their  faces,  lest  I 
confound  thee  before  them.  For,  behold,  I  have  made  thee  this 
day  a  defenced  city,  and  an  iron  pillar,  and  brazen  walls  against 
the  whole  land,  against  the  kings  of  Judah,  against  the  princes 
thereof,  against  the  priests  thereof,  and  against  the  people  of 
the  land.  And  they  shall  fight  against  thee;  but  they  shall  not 
prevail  against  thee;  for  I  am  with  thee,"  saith  the  Lord,  "to  de- 
liver thee." 

Jeremiah's  Manifesto 

Moreover  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  saying,  "Go  and 
cry  in  the  ears  of  Jerusalem,  saying,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord:  "I  re- 
member thee,  the  kindness  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of  thine  es- 
pousals, when  thou  wentest  after  me  in  the  wilderness,  in  a 
land  that  was  not  sown.  Israel  was  holiness  unto  the  Lord,  and 
the  firstfruits  of  his  increase:  all  that  devour  him  shall  offend; 
evil  shall  come  upon  them,"  saith  the  Lord/  " 

Hear  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord,  O  house  of  Jacob,  and  all  the 
families  of  the  house  of  Israel:  thus  saith  the  Lord,  "What  iniq- 
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uity  Lave  your  fatkers  found  in  me,  tkat  they  are  gone  far  from 
me,  and  have  walked  after  vanity,  and  are  become  vain?  Neither 
said  they,  'Where  is  the  Lord  that  brought  us  up  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt,  that  led  us  through  the  wilderness,  through  a  land  of 
deserts  and  of  pits,  through  a  land  of  drought,  and  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  through  a  land  that  no  man  passed  through,  and  where 
no  man  dwelt?'  And  I  brought  you  into  a  plentiful  country,  to 
eat  the  fruit  thereof  and  the  goodness  thereof;  but  when  ye  en- 
tered, ye  defiled  my  land,  and  made  mine  heritage  an  abomina- 
tion. The  priests  said  not,  'Where  is  the  Lord?'  and  they  that 
handle  the  law  knew  me  not:  the  pastors  also  transgressed  against 
me,  and  the  prophets  prophesied  by  Baal,  and  walked  after 
things  that  do  not  profit. 

"Wherefore  I  will  yet  plead  with  you,"  saith  the  Lord,  "and 
with  your  children's  children  will  I  plead.  For  pass  over  the 
isles  of  Chittim,  and  see;  and  send  unto  Kedar,  and  consider 
diligently,  and  see  if  there  be  such  a  thing.  Hath  a  nation  changed 
their  gods,  which  are  yet  no  gods?  but  my  people  have  changed 
their  glory  for  that  which  doth  not  profit.  Be  astonished,  O  ye 
heavens,  at  this,  and  be  horribly  afraid,  be  ye  very  desolate,"  saith 
the  Lord.  "For  my  people  have  committed  two  evils;  they  have 
forsaken  me  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hewed  them  out 
cisterns,  broken  cisterns,  that  can  hold  no  water. 

"Is  Israel  a  servant?  is  he  a  homeborn  slave?  why  is  he  spoiled? 
The  young  lions  roared  upon  him,  and  yelled,  and  they  made 
his  land  waste:  his  cities  are  burned  without  inhabitant.  Also 
the  children  of  Noph  and  Tahpanhes  have  broken  the  crown  of 
thy  head.  Hast  thou  not  procured  this  unto  thyself,  in  that  thou 
hast  forsaken  the  Lord  thy  God,  when  he  led  thee  by  the  way? 
And  now  what  hast  thou  to  do  in  the  way  of  Egypt,  to  drink 
the  waters  of  Sihor?  or  what  hast  thou  to  do  in  the  way  of  As" 
syria,  to  drink  the  waters  of  the  river?  Thine  own  wickedness 
shall  correct  thee, 'and  thy  backslidings  shall  reprove  thee:  know 
therefore  and  see  that  it  is  an  evil  thing  and  bitter,  that  thou 
hast  forsaken  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  that  my  fear  is  not  in  thee," 
saith  the  Lord  God  of  hosts. 
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"For  of  old  time  I  kave  broken  ttty  yoke,  and  burst  thy  bands; 
and  thou  saidst,  'I  will  not  transgress';  when  upon  every  high 
hill  and  under  every  green  tree  thou  wanderest,  playing  the 
harlot.  Yet  I  had  planted  thee  a  noble  vine,  wholly  a  right  seed: 
how  then  art  thou  turned  into  the  degenerate  plant  of  a  strange 
vine  unto  me?  For  though  thou  wash  thee  with  nitre,  and  take 
thee  much  soap,  yet  thine  iniquity  is  marked  before  me,"  saith 
the  Lord  God.  "How  canst  thou  say,  'I  am  not  polluted,  I  have 
not  gone  after  Baalim'?  see  thy  way  in  the  valley,  know  what 
thou  hast  done:  thou  art  a  swift  dromedary  traversing  her  ways; 
a  wild  ass  used  to  the  wilderness,  that  snuffeth  up  the  wind  at 
her  pleasure;  in  her  occasion  who  can  turn  her  away?  all  they 
that  seek  her  will  not  weary  themselves;  in  her  month  they  shall 
find  her.  Withhold  thy  foot  from  being  unshod,  and  thy  throat 
from  thirst:  but  thou  saidst,  'There  is  no  hope:  no;  for  I  have 
loved  strangers,  and  after  them  will  I  go. '  As  the  thief  is  ashamed 
when  he  is  found,  so  is  the  house  of  Israel  ashamed;  they,  their 
kings,  their  princes,  and  their  priests,  and  their  prophets,  say- 
ing to  a  stock,  'Thou  art  my  father';  and  to  a  stone,  'Thou  hast 
brought  me  forth':  for  they  have  turned  their  back  unto  me,  and 
not  their  face:  but  in  the  time  of  their  trouble  they  will  say, 
'Arise,  and  save  us. '  But  where  are  thy  gods  that  thou  hast  made 
thee?  let  them  arise,  if  they  can  save  thee  in  the  time  of  thy 
trouble:  for  according  to  the  number  of  thy  cities  are  thy  gods, 
O  Judah.  Wherefore  will  ye  plead  with  me?  ye  all  have  trans- 
gressed against  me,w  saith  the  Lord.  "In  vain  have  I  smitten  your 
children;  they  received  no  correction:  your  own  sword  hath  de- 
voured your  prophets,  like  a  destroying  lion/* 

O  generation,  see  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord:  "Have  I  been  a 
wilderness  unto  Israel?  a  land  of  darkness?  wherefore  say  my 
people,  'We  are  lords;  we  will  come  no  more  unto  thee'?  Can  a 
maid  forget  her  ornaments,  or  a  bride  her  attire?  yet  my  people 
have  forgotten  me  days  without  number.  Why  trimmest  thou 
thy  way  to  seek  love?  therefore  hast  thou  also  taught  the  wicked 
ones  thy  ways.  Also  in  thy  skirts  is  found  the  blood  of  the  souls 
of  the  poor  innocents:  I  have  not  found  it  by  secret  search,  but 
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upon  all  these.  Yet  thou  sayest,  'Because  I  am  innocent,  surely 
his  anger  shall  turn  from  me. '  Behold,  I  will  plead  with  thee, 
because  thou  sayest,  'I  have  not  sinned/  Why  gaddest  thou 
about  so  much  to  change  thy  way?  thou  also  shalt  be  ashamed 
of  Egypt,  as  thou  wast  ashamed  of  Assyria.  Yea,  thou  shalt  go 
forth  from  him,  and  thine  hands  upon  thine  head:  for  the  Lord 
hath  rejected  thy  confidences,  and  thou  shalt  not  prosper  in 
them." 

"Declare  Ye  in  Judah" 

Declare  yc  in]udah}  and  publish  in  Jerusalem; 
And  say,  "Blow  ye  the.  trumpet  in  the  land: 
Cry,  gather  together,  an&  say, 

'Assemble  yourselves,  and  let  us  go  into  the  defenced  cities/ 
Set  up  the  standard,  toward  Zion: 
Retire,  stay  not: 

For  I  will  Iring  evil  from  the  north, 
And  a  great  destruction. 
The  lion  is  come  up  from  his  thicket, 
And  the  destroyer  of  the  Gentiles  is  on  his  way; 
He  is  gone  forth  from  his  place  to  make  thy  land  desolate; 
And  thy  cities  shall  he  laid  waste,  without  an  inhabitant. 
For  this  gird  you  with  sackcloth,  lament  and  howl: 
For  the  fierce  anger  of.  the  Lord  is  not  turned  hack  from  us" 

"And  it  shall  come  to  pass  at  that  day"  saith  the  Lord, 
"That  the  heart  of  the  king  shall  perish, 

And  the  heart  of  the  princes; 

And  the  priests  shall  le  astonished, 

And  the  prophets  shall  wonder." 

Then  saii  I,  "Ah,  Lord  God! 

Surety  thou  hast  greatly  deceived  this  people  and  Jerusalem, 

Saying,  'Ye  shall  have  peace'; 

Whereas  the  sword  reacheth  unto  the  soul " 
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At  that  time  shall  it  le  said  to  this  people  and  to  Jerusalem, 
"A  dry  wind  of  the  high  places  in  the  wilderness  toward  the  daughter 

of  my  people, 

]\[ot  to  fan,  nor  to  cleanse, 

Even  a  full  wind  from  those  places  shall  come  unto  me: 
l^iow  also  will  I  give  sentence  against  them." 

Behold,  lie  shall  come  up  as  clouds, 
And  his  chariots  shall  be  as  a  whirlwind: 
His  horses  are  swifter  than  eagles. 
Woe  unto  us!  for  we  are  spoiled. 

0  Jerusalem,  wash  thine  heart  from  wickedness, 
That  thou  mayest  loe  saved. 

How  long  shall  thy  vain  thoughts  lodge  within  thee? 

For  a  voice  declareth  from  Dan, 

And  publisheth  ajflidion  from  Mount  Ephraim. 

Make  ye  mention  to  the  nations; 

Behold,  publish  against  Jerusalem, 

That  watchers  come  from  a  far  country, 

And  give  out  their  voice  against  the  cities  ofjudah. 

As  keepers  of  a  field,  are  they  against  her  round  about; 
"Because  she  hath  been  rebellious  against  me,"  saith  the  Lord. 
"Thy  way  and  thy  doings  have  procured  these  things  unto  thee; 

That  is  thy  wickedness,  because  it  is  hitter, 

Because  it  reacheth  unto  thine  heart. " 

My  bowels,  my  lowelsl  I  am  pained  at  my  very  heart; 
JAy  heart  raaltetk  a  noise  in  me; 

1  cannot  hold  my  peace, 

Because  thou  hast  heard,  O  my  soul, 

The  sound  of  the  trumpet, 

The  alarm  of  war. 

Destruction  upon  destruction  is  cried; 

For  the  whole  land  is  spoiled: 

Suddenly  are  my  tents  spoiled, 

And  my  curtains  in  a  moment. 
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How  long  shall  I  see  the  standard, 
And  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet? 

"For  my  people  is  foolish,  they  have  not  known  me; 
They  are  sottish  children,  and  they  have  none  understanding: 
They  are  wise  to  do  evil,  lut  to  do  good  they  have  no  knowledge." 

I  leheld  the  earth,  and,  lo,  it  was  without  form,  and  void; 
And.  the  heavens,  and  they  had  no  light. 
I  leheld  the  mountains,  and,  lo,  they  trembled, 
And  all  the  hills  moved  lightly. 
I  beheld,  and,  lo,  there  was  no  man, 
And  all  the  lirds  of  the  heavens  were  fled. 
I  beheld,  and,  lo,  the  fruitful  place  was  a  wilderness, 
And  all  the  cities  thereof  were  broken  down  at  the  -presence  of  the 
Lord,  and  }ry  his  fierce  anger. 

For  thus  hath  the  Lord  said, 
"The  whole  land  shall  le  desolate; 
Yet  will  1  not  make  a  full  end. 
For  this  shall  the  earth  mourn, 
And  the  heavens  above  Toe  Hack: 
Because  I  have  spoken  it, 
I  have  purposed  it,  and  will  not  repent, 
'Neither  will  I  turn  hack  from  it." 

The  whole  city  shall  flee. 

For  the  noise  of  the  horsemen  and  lowmen; 

They  skill  go  into  thickets,  and  climb  up  upon  the  rocks: 

Every  city  shall  le  forsaken,  and  not  a  man  dwell  therein. 

And  when  thou  art  spoiled,  what  wilt  thou  do? 

Though  thou  clothest  thyself  with  crimson, 

Though  thou  dcckest  thee  with  ornaments  of  gold, 

Though  thou  rentest  thy  face  with  painting, 

In  vain  shalt  thou  make  thyself  fair; 

Thy  lovers  will  despise  thee,  they  will  seek  thy  life. 

For  I  have  heard  a  voice  as  of  a  woman  in  travail, 
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And  the  anguish  as  of  her  that  Iringeth  forth  her  first  child, 

The  voice  of  the  daughter  ofZion, 

That  bewaileth  herself,  that  spreadeth  her  hands, 

Saying,  "Woe  is  me  now! 

For  my  soul  is  wearied  because  of  murderers." 

"O  Ye  Children  of  Benjamin' 

0  ye  children  of  Benjamin, 

Gather  yourselves  to  flee  out  of  the  midst  of  Jerusalem, 

And  How  the  trumpet  in  Tekoa, 

And  set  up  a  sign  of  fire  in  Beth-hacccrcm: 

For  evil  appear eth  out  of  the  north, 

And  great  destruction. 

1  have  likened  the  daughter  ofZion  to  a  comely  and  delicate  woman. 
The  shepherds  with  their  flocks  shall  come  unto  her; 

They  shall  pitch  their  tents  against  her  round  about; 
They  shall  feed  every  one  in  his  place. 

Prepare  ye  war  against  her; 
Arise,  and  let  us  go  up  at  noon. 

Woe  unto  us!  for  the  day  goeth  away, 

For  the  shadows  of  the  evening  are  stretched  out. 

Arise,  and  let  us  go  ly  night, 
And  let  us  destroy  her  palaces. 

For  thus  hath  the  Lord  of  hosts  said, 
"Hew  ye  down  trees,  and  cast  a  mount  against  Jerusalem: 
This  is  the  city  to  le  visited; 
She  is  wholly  oppression  in  the  midst  of  her. 
As  a  fountain  casteth  out  her  waters, 
So  she  casteth  out  her  wickedness: 
Violence  and  spoil  is  heard  in  her'; 
Before  me  continually  is  grief  and  wounds. 
Be  thou  instructed,  O  Jerusalem, 
Lest  my  soul  depart  from  thee; 
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Lest  I  make  thee  desolate, 
A  land  not  inhabited." 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts, 

"They  shall  thoroughly  glean  the  remnant  of  Israel  as  a  vine: 
Turn  lack  thine  hand  as  a  grapegathercr  into  the  baskets." 

To  whom  shall  I  speak,  and  give  warning,  that  they  may  hear? 

Behold,  their  ear  is  uncircumcised,  and  they  cannot  hearken: 

Behold,  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  unto  them  a  reproach; 

They  have  no  delight  in  it. 

Therefore  I  am  full  of  the  fury  of  the  Lord; 

I  am  weary  with  holding  in: 

I  will  pour  it  out  upon  the  children  abroad, 

And  upon  the  assembly  of  young  men  together: 

For  even  the  husband  with  the  wife  shall  le  taken, 

The  aged  with  him  that  is  full  of  days. 

And  their  houses  shall  fee  turned  unto  others, 

With  their  fields  and  wives  together: 
"For  1  will  stretch  out  my  hand 

Upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  land/'  saith  the  Lard. 
"For  the  least  of  them  even  unto  the  greatest  of  them 

Every  one  is  given  to  covetousness; 

And  from  the  prophet  even  unto  the  priest  every  one  dealeth  falsely. 

They  have  healed  also  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  slightly, 

Saying,  Teace,  jeace' ;  when  there  is  no  peace. 

Were  they  ashamed  when  they  had  committed  abomination? 
'Hay,  they  were  not  at  all  ashamed, 
Neither  could  they  Hush; 
There/ore  they  shall  fall  among  them  that  fall: 

At  the  time  that  I  i>isit  them  they  shall  be  cast  down,"    saith  the 
Lord. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
"Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see, 
And  ask  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way, 
And  walk  {herein,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls. 
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But  they  said,  'V^c  ivill  not  walk  therein. ' 
Also  I  set  watchmen  over  you,  saying, 
'Hearken  to  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  * 
But  they  saids  'V\fc  will  not  hearken,  * 

Therefore  hear,  ye  nations, 

And  know,  O  congregation,  what  is  among  them. 

Hear,  O  earth: 

Behold,  I  will  bring  euil  upon  this  people, 

Even  the  fruit  of  their  thoughts, 

Because  they  have  not  hearkened  unto  my  words, 

T^pr  to  my  laiv,  hut  rejected  it. 

To  what  purpose  cometh  there  to  me  incense  from  Sheba, 

And  the  sweet  cane  from  a  far  country? 

Your  burnt  offerings  are  not  acceptable, 

]\ipr  your  sacrifices  sweet  unto  me.'9 

Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord, 

"Behold,  I  will  lay  stumblingblocks  before,  this  people, 
And  the  fathers  and  the  sons  together  shall  fall  upon  them; 
The  neighbour  and  his  friend  shall  perish." 

Thus  saith  the  ILord, 

"Bekold ,  a  people  cometh  from  the  north  country, 
And  a  great  nation  shall  be  raised  from  the  sides  of  the  earth. 
They  shall  lay  hold  on  bow  and  spear; 
They  are  cruel,  and  have  no  mercy; 
Their  voice  roareth  like  the  sea; 
And  they  ride  upon  horses, 
Set  in  array  as  men  for  war  against  thee, 
O  daughter  ofZion" 
W^  have  heard  the  fame  thereof: 
Our  hands  wax  feeble: 
Anguish  hath  taken  hold  of  us, 
And  pain,  as  of  a  woman  in  travail. 
Go  not  forth  into  the  field, 
jNJpr  italic  by  the  way; 
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For  the  sword  of  the  enemy 

And  fear  is  on  every  side. 

0  daughter  of  my  people, 

Gird  thee  with  sackcloth,  and  wallow  thyself  in  ashes: 

Make  thee  mourning,  as  for  an  only  son, 

Most  litter  lamentation: 

For  the  spoiler  shall  suddenly  come  upon  us. 

"I  have  set  thee  for  a  tower  and  a  fortress  among  my  people, 
That  thou  mayest  know  and  try  their  way" 

They  are  all  grievous  revolters,  walking  with  slanders: 
They  are  Irass  and  iron; 
They  are  all  corrupters. 

The  follows  are  turned,  the  lead  is  consumed  of  the  fire; 
The  founder  melteth  in  vain: 
For  the  wicked  are  not  plucked  away. 
"Reprobate  silver'  shall  men  call  them, 
Because  the  Lord  hath  rejeded  them. 

The  Judgment  Because  of  Topliet 

Cut  off  thine  hair,  O  Jerusalem,  and  cast  it  away,  and  take  up 
a  lamentation  on  high  places;  for  the  Lord  hath  rejected  and  for- 
saken the  generation  of  his  wrath. 

"For  the  children  of  Judah  have  done  evil  in  my  sight/'  saith 
the  Lord:  "they  have  set  their  abominations  in  the  house  which 
is  called  by  my  name,  to  pollute  it.  And  they  have  built  the  high 
places  of  Tophet,  which  is  in  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom, 
to  burn  their  sons  and  their  daughters  in  the  fire;  which  I  com- 
manded them  not,  neither  came  it  into  my  heart. 

"Therefore,  behold,  the  days  come,"  saith  the  Lord,  "that  it 
shall  no  more  be  called  Tophet,  nor  the  valley  of  the  son  of 
Hinnom,  but  the  valley  of  slaughter:  for  they  shall  bury  in 
Tophet,  till  there  be  no  place.  And  the  carcases  of  this  people 
shall  be  meat  for  the  fowls  of  the  heaven,  and  for  the  beasts  of 
the  earth;  and  none  shall  fray  them  away.  Then  will  I  cause  to 
cease  from  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  from  the  streets  of  Jerusalem, 
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the  voice  of  mirth,  and  the  voice  of  gladness,  the  voice  of  the 
bridegroom,  and  the  voice  of  the  bride:  for  the  land  shall  be 
desolate. 

"At  that  time,"  saith  the  Lord,  "they  shall  bring  out  the  bones 
of  the  kings  of  Judah,  and  the  bones  of  his  princes,  and  the  bones 
of  the  priests,  and  the  bones  of  the  prophets,  and  the  bones  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  out  of  their  graves:  and  they  shall 
spread  them  before  the  sun,  and  the  moon,  and  all  the  host  of 
heaven,  whom  they  have  loved,  and  whom  they  have  served, 
and  after  whom  they  have  walked,  and  whom  they  have  sought, 
and  "whom  they  have  worshipped:  they  shall  not  be  gathered, 
nor  be  buried;  they  shall  be  for  dung  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 
And  death  shall  be  chosen  rather  than  life  by  all  the  residue  of 
them  that  remain  of  this  evil  family,  which  remain  in  all  the 
places  whither  I  have  driven  them/'  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

"The  Way  of  the  Heathen" 

Hear  ye  the  word  which  the  Lord  speaketh  unto  you,  O 
house  of  Israel:  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 

"Learn  not  the  way  of  the  heathen, 
And  loe  not  dismayed  at  the  signs  of  heaven; 
For  the  heathen  are  dismayed  at  them. 
For  the  customs  of  the  people  are  vain: 
For  one  cutteth  a  tree  out  of  the  forest, 
The  work  of  the  hands  of  the  workman,  with  the  ax. 
They  deck  it  with  silver  and  with  gold; 
They  fasten  it  vuith  nails  and  with  hammers,  that  it  move  not 
They  are  upright  as  the  palm  tree,  lut  speak  not: 
They  must  needs  le  lorne,  lecause  they  cannot  go. 
Be  not  afraid  of  them; 
For  they  cannot  do  evil, 
Neither  also  is  it  in  them  to  do  good." 

Forasmuch  as  there  is  none  like  unto  thee,  0  Lord; 
Thou  art  great,  and  thy  name  is  great  in  might. 
Who  would  not  fear  thee,  O  King  of  nations? 
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For  to  thee  doth  it  appertain: 

Forasmuch  as  among  all  the  wise  men  of  the  nations, 

And  in  all  their  kingdoms, 

There  is  none  like  unto  thee. 

Bii-t  they  are  altogether  brutish  and  foolish: 

The  stock  is  a  dodrine  of  vanities. 

Silver  spread  into  plates  is  brought  from  Tarshish, 

And  gold  from  Uphaz, 

The  work  of  the  workman,  and  of  the  hands  of  the  founder: 

Blue  and  purple  is  their  clothing: 

They  are  all  the  work  of  cunning  men. 

But  the  Lord  is  the  true  God, 

He  is  the  living  God,  and  an  everlasting  king: 

At  his  ivrath  the  earth  shall  tremble, 

And  the  nations  shall  not  Be  able  to  abide  his  indignation. 

He  hath  made  the  earth  ly  his  power, 

He  hath  established  the  world  loy  his  ivisdom, 

And  hath  stretched  out  the  heavens  loy  his  discretion. 

When  he  uttereth  his  voice,  there  is  a  multitude  of  waters  in  the 

heavens, 

And  he  causeth  the  vapours  to  ascend  from  the  ends  of  the  earth; 
He  maketh  lightnings  with  rain, 
And  Iringeth  forth  the  wind  out  of  his  treasures. 
Every  man  is  brutish  in  his  knowledge: 
Every  founder  is  confounded  hy  the  graven  image: 
For  his  molten  image  is  falsehood, 
And  there  is  no  Ireath  in  them. 
They  are  vanity,  and  the  work  of  errors: 
In  the  time  of  their  visitation  they  shall  perish. 

The  portion  of  Jacob  is  not  like  them: 
For  he  is  the  former  of  all  things; 
And  Israel  is  the  rod  of  his  inheritance: 
The  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name. 
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"Wherefore  Doth  the  Way  of  the  Wicked  Prosper?" 

Righteous  art  thou,  0  Lord,  when  I  plead  with  thee: 

Yet  let  me  talk  with  thee  of  thy  judgments. 

Wherefore  doth  the  way  of  the  wicked  prosper? 

Wherefore  are  all  they  happy  that  deal  very  treacherously? 

Thou  hast  planted  them,  yea,  they  have  taken  root: 

They  grow,  yea,  they  Iring  forth  fruit: 

Thou  art  near  in  their  mouth, 

And  far  from  their  reins. 

But  thou,  O  Lord,  knowest  me: 

Thou  hast  seen  me,  and  tried  mine  heart  toward  thee: 

Pull  them  out  like  sheep  for  the  slaughter, 

And  prepare  them  for  the  day  of  slaughter. 

How  long  shall  the  land  mourn, 

And  the  herbs  of  every  field  wither, 

For  the  wickedness  of  them  that  dwell  therein? 

The  leasts  are  consumed,  and  the  lirds; 

Because  they  said,  "He  shall  not  see  our  last  end" 

"Ifthou  hast  run  with  the  footmen,  and  they  have  wearied  thee, 
Then  how  canst  thou  contend  with  horses? 

And  if  in  the  land  of  peace,  wherein  thou  trustedst,  they  wearied  thee, 
Then  how  wilt  thou  do  in  the  swelling  of  Jordan?" 

Symbolism  of  the  Girdle 

Thus  saitk  the  Lord  unto  me,  "Go  and  get  thee  a  linen  girdle, 
and  put  it  upon  thy  loins,  and  put  it  not  in  water/' 

So  I  got  a  girdle  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  put 
it  on  my  loins. 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me  the  second  time, 
saying,  "Take  the  girdle  that  thou  hast  got,  which  is  upon  thy 
loins,  and  arise,  go  to  Euphrates,  and  hide  it  there  in  a  hole  of 
the  rock" 

Sol  went,  and  hid  it  by  Euphrates,  as  the  Lord  commanded 
me. 
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And  it  came  to  pass  after  many  days,  that  the  Lord  said  unto 
me,  "Arise,  go  to  Euphrates,  and  take  the  girdle  from  thence, 
which  I  commanded  thee  to  hide  there. " 

Then  I  went  to  Euphrates,  and  digged,  and  took  the  girdle 
from  the  place  where  I  had  hid  it:  and,  behold,  the  girdle  was 
marred,  it  was  profitable  for  nothing. 

Then  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  "Thus  saith 
the  Lord:  after  this  manner  will  I  mar  the  pride  of  Judah,  and 
the  great  pride  of  Jerusalem.  This  evil  people,  which  refuse  to 
hear  my  words,  which  walk  in  the  imagination  of  their  heart, 
and  walk  after  other  gods,  to  serve  them,  and  to  worship  them, 
shall  even  be  as  this  girdle,  which  is  good  for  nothing.  For  as 
the  girdle  cleaveth  to  the  loins  of  a  man,  so  have  I  caused  to 
cleave  unto  me  the  whole  house  of  Israel  and  the  whole  house  of 
Judah/'  saith  the  Lord;  "that  they  might  be  unto  me  for  a  peo- 
ple, and  for  a  name,  and  for  a  praise,  and  for  a  glory:  but  they 
would  not  hear/* 

Speech  to  the  King  and  Queen 

Say  unto  the  king  and  to  the  queen,  "Humble  yourselves,  sit 
down:  for  your  principalities  shall  come  down,  even  the  crown 
of  your  glory."  The  cities  of  the  south  shall  be  shut  up,  and  none 
shall  open  them:  Judah  shall  be  carried  away  captive  all  of  it, 
it  shall  be  wholly  carried  away  captive.  "Lift  up  your  eyes,  and 
behold  them  that  come  from  the  north:  where  is  the  flock  that 
was  given  thee,  thy  beautiful  flock?  What  wilt  thou  say  when 
he  shall  punish  thee?  for  thou  hast  taught  them  to  be  captains, 
and  as  chief  over  thee:  shall  not  sorrows  take  thee,  as  a  woman 
in  travail? 

"And  if  thou  say  in  thine  heart,  'Wherefore  come  these  things 
upon  me?'  for  the  greatness  of  thine  iniquity  are  thy  skirts  dis- 
covered, and  thy  heels  made  bare.  Can  the  Ethiopian  change 
his  skin,  or  the  leopard  his  spots?  then  may  ye  also  do  good, 
that  are  accustomed  to  do  evil  Therefore  will  I  scatter  them 
as  the  stubble  that  passeth  away  by  the  wind  of  the  wilderness. 
This  is  thy  lot,  the  portion  of  thy  measures  from  me/'  saith  the 
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Lord;  "because  thou  Last  forgotten  me,  and  trusted  in  falsehood. 
Therefore  will  I  discover  thy  skirts  upon  thy  face,  that  thy  shame 
may  appear.  I  have  seen  thine  adulteries,  and  thy  neighings,  the 
lewdness  of  thy  whoredom,  and  thine  abominations  on  the  hills 
in  the  fields.  Woe  unto  thee,  O  Jerusalem!  wilt  thou  not  be 
made  clean?  when  shall  it  once  be?" 

"Judak  Mourneth" 

Judah  mourneth,  and  the  gates  thereof  languish; 
They  are  Hack  unto  the  ground; 
And  the  cry  of  Jerusalem  is  gone  u-p. 
And  their  nobles  have  sent  their  little  ones  to  the  waters: 
They  came  to  the  pits,  and  found  no  water; 
They  returned  with  their  vessels  empty; 
They  were  ashamed  and  confounded,  and  covered  their  heads. 
Because  the  ground  is  chapt, 
For  there  was  no  rain  in  the  earth, 
The  plowmen  were  ashamed3 
They  covered  their  heads. 

Yea,  the  hind  also  calved  in  the  field,  and  forsook  it, 
Because  there  was  no  grass. 
And  the  wild  asses  did  stand  in  the  high  places, 
They  snuffed  up  the  wind  like  dragons; 
Their  eyes  did  fail,  lecause  there  was  no  grass. 

Sentences 

The  sin  of  Judah  is  written  with  a  pen  of  iron,  and  with  the 
point  of  a  diamond:  it  is  graven  upon  the  table  of  their  heart, 
and  upon  the  horns  of  your  altars;  whilst  their  children  remem- 
ber their  altars  and  their  groves  by  the  green  trees  upon  the 
high  hills. 

"O  my  mountain  in  the  field,  I  will  give  thy  substance  and  all 
thy  treasures  to  the  spoil,  and  thy  high  places  for  sin,  through^ 
out  all  thy  borders.  And  thou,  even  thyself,  shalt  discontinue 
from  thine  heritage  that  I  gave  thee;  and  I  will  cause  thee  to 
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serve  tkine  enemies  in  the  land  which  thou  knowest  not:  for  ye 
have  kindled  a  fire  in  mine  anger,  which  shall  burn  for  ever." 

Thus  saith  the  Lord:  "Cursed  be  the  man  that  trusteth  in 
man,  and  maketh  flesh  his  arm,  and  whose  heart  departeth  from 
the  Lord.  For  he  shall  be  like  the  heath  in  the  desert,  and  shall 
not  see  when  good  cometh;  but  shall  inhabit  the  parched  places 
in  the  wilderness,  in  a  salt  land  and  not  inhabited. 

"Blessed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  the  Lord,  and  whose  hope 
the  Lord  is.  For  he  shall  be  as  a  tree  planted  by  the  waters,  and 
that  spreadeth  out  her  roots  by  the  river,  and  shall  not  see  when 
heat  cometh,  but  her  leaf  shall  be  green;  and  shall  not  be  careful 
in  the  year  of  drought,  neither  shall  cease  from  yielding  fruit/' 

The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wick- 
ed: who  can  know  it? 

"I  the  Lord  search  the  heart,  I  try  the  reins,  even  to  give  every 
man  according  to  his  ways,  and  according  to  the  fruit  of  his 
doings." 

As  the  partridge  sitteth  on  eggs,  and  hatcheth  them  not;  so 
he  that  getteth  riches,  and  not  by  right,  shall  leave  them  in  the 
midst  of  his  days,  and  at  his  end  shall  be  a  fool. 

A  glorious  high  throne  from  the  beginning  is  the  place  of  our 
sanctuary,  O  Lord,  the  hope  of  Israel,  all  that  forsake  thee  shall 
be  ashamed,  and  they  that  depart  from  me  shall  be  written  in 
the  earth,  because  they  have  forsaken  the  Lord,  the  fountain  of 
living  waters. 

Sermon  on  the  Sabbath 

Thus  said  the  Lord  unto  me:  "Go  and  stand  in  the  gate  of  the 
children  of  the  people,  whereby  the  kings  of  Judah  come  in,  and 
by  the  gates  which  they  go  out,  and  in  all  the  gates  of  Jerusalem; 
and  say  unto  them,  'Hear  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  kings  of 
Judah,  and  all  Judah,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  that 
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enter  in  by  these  gates. '  Thus  saith  the  Lord:  Take  heed  to  your- 
selves, and  bear  no  burden  on  the  sabbath  day,  nor  bring  it  in 
by  the  gates  of  Jerusalem;  neither  carry  forth  a  burden  out  of 
your  houses  on  the  sabbath  day,  neither  do  ye  any  work,  but 
hallow  ye  the  sabbath  day,  as  I  commanded  your  fathers.  But 
they  obeyed  not,  neither  inclined  their  ear,  but  made  their  neck 
stiff,  that  they  might  not  hear,  nor  receive  instruction.  And  it 
shall  come  to  pass,  if  ye  diligently  hearken  unto  me/  saith  the 
Lord,  'to  bring  in  no  burden  through  the  gates  of  this  city  on  the 
sabbath  day,  but  hallow  the  sabbath  day,  to  do  no  work  therein; 
then  shall  there  enter  into  the  gates  of  this  city  kings  and  princes 
sitting  upon  the  throne  of  David,  riding  in  chariots  and  on  horses, 
they,  and  their  princes,  the  men  of  Judah,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem:  and  this  city  shall  remain  for  ever.  And  they  shall 
come  from  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  from  the  places  about  Jerusa- 
lem, and  from  the  land  of  Benjamin,  and  from  the  plain,  and 
from  the  mountains,  and  from  the  south,  bringing  burnt  offer- 
ings,  and  sacrifices,  and  meat  offerings,  and  incense,  and  bring- 
ing sacrifices  of  praise,  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord.  But  if  ye  will 
not  hearken  unto  me  to  hallow  the  sabbath  day,  and  not  to  bear 
a  burden,  even  entering  in  at  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  on  the  sab- 
bath day;  then  will  I  kindle  a  fire  in  the  gates  thereof,  and  it  shall 
devour  the  palaces  of  Jerusalem,  and  it  shall  not  be  quenched. "' 

Parable  ojtlie  Potter 

The  word  which  came  to  Jeremiah  from  the  Lord,  saying, 
"Arise,  and  go  down  to  the  potter's  house,  and  there  I  will  cause 
thee  to  hear  my  words/' 

Then  I  went  down  to  the  potter's  house,  and,  behold,  he 
wrought  a  work  on  the  wheels.  And  the  vessel  that  he  made  of 
clay  was  marred  in  the  hand  of  the  potter;  so  he  made  it  again 
another  vessel,  as  seemed  good  to  the  potter  to  make  it. 

Then  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  saying,  "O  house  of 
Israel,  cannot  I  do  with  you  as  this  potter?"  saith  the  Lord.  "Be- 
hold, as  the  clay  is  in  the  potter's  hand,  so  are  ye  in  mine  hand, 
O  house  of  Israel  At  what  instant  I  shall  speak  concerning  a 
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nation,  and  concerning  a  kingdom,  to  pluck  up,  and  to  pull 
down,  and  to  destroy  it;  if  that  nation,  against  whom  I  have 
pronounced,  turn  from  their  evil,  I  will  repent  of  the  evil  that  I 
thought  to  do  unto  them.  And  at  what  instant  I  shall  speak  con- 
cerning a  nation,  and  concerning  a  kingdom,  to  build  and  to 
plant  it;  if  it  do  evil  in  my  sight,  that  it  obey  not  my  voice,  then 
I  will  repent  of  the  good  wherewith  I  said  I  would  benefit 
them/' 

Jeremiah's  Discourse  in  Tojthet 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  "Go  and  get  a  potter's  earthen  bottle, 
and  take  of  the  ancients  of  the  people,  and  of  the  ancients  of  the 
priests;  and  go  forth  unto  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom,  which 
is  by  the  entry  of  the  east  gate,  and  proclaim  there  the  words 
that  I  shall  tell  thee,  and  say,  'Hear  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord,  O 
kings  of  Judah,  and  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem;  thus  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel:  behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this 
place,  the  which  whosoever  heareth,  his  ears  shall  tingle.  Be- 
cause they  have  forsaken  me,  and  have  estranged  this  place,  and 
have  burned  incense  in  it  unto  other  gods,  whom  neither  they 
nor  their  fathers  have  known,  nor  the  kings  of  Judah,  and  have 
filled  this  place  with  the  blood  of  innocents;  they  have  built 
also  the  high  places  of  Baal,  to  burn  their  sons  with  fire  for 
burnt  offerings  unto  Baal,  which  I  commanded  not,  nor  spake  it, 
neither  came  it  into  my  mind:  therefore,  behold,  the  days  come/ 
saith  the  Lord,  'that  this  place  shall  no  more  be  called  Tophet, 
nor  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom,  but  the  valley  of  slaughter. 
And  I  will  make  void  the  counsel  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem  in  this 
place;  and  I  will  cause  them  to  fall  by  the  sword  before  their 
enemies,  and  by  the  hands  of  them  that  seek  their  lives:  and 
their  carcases  will  I  give  to  be  meat  for  the  fowls  of  the  heaven, 
and  for  the  beasts  of  the  earth.  And  I  will  make  this  city  deso- 
late, and  a  hissing;  every  one  that  passeth  thereby  shall  be  as- 
tonished and  hiss  because  of  all  the  plagues  thereof.  And  I  will 
cause  them  to  eat  the  flesh  of  their  sons  and  the  flesh  of  their 
daughters,  and  they  shall  eat  every  one  the  flesh  of  his  friend  in 
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the  siege  and  straitness,  wherewith  their  enemies,  and  they 
that  seek  their  lives,  shall  straiten  them/ 

"Then  shalt  thou  break  the  bottle  in  the  sight  of  the  men 
that  go  with  thee,  and  shalt  say  unto  them,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts:  even  so  will  I  break  this  people  and  this  city,  as  one 
breaketh  a  potter's  vessel,  that  cannot  be  made  whole  again: 
and  they  shall  bury  them  in  Tophet,  till  there  be  no  place  to 
bury.  Thus  will  I  do  unto  this  place/  saith  the  Lord,  'and  to  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  and  even  make  this  city  as  Tophet:  and  the 
houses  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  houses  of  the  kings  of  Judah,  shall 
be  defiled  as  the  place  of  Tophet,  because  of  all  the  houses  upon 
whose  roofs  they  have  burned  incense  unto  all  the  host  of  heaven, 
and  have  poured  out  drink  offerings  unto  other  gods/" 

Jereraiak  in  tkc  Stocks 

Then  came  Jeremiah  from.  Tophet,  whither  the  Lord  had  sent 
him  to  prophesy;  and  he  stood  in  the  court  of  the  Lord's  house; 
and  said  to  all  the  people,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the 
God  of  Israel:  'Behold,  I  will  bring  upon  this  city  and  upon  all 
her  towns  all  the  evil  that  I  have  pronounced  against  it,  because 

they  have  hardened  their  necks,  that  they  might  not  hear  my 

i    j»> 
words. 

Now  Pashur  the  son  of  Immer  the  priest,  who  was  also  chief 
governor  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  heard  that  Jeremiah  prophe- 
sied these  things.  Then  Pashur  smote  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  and 
put  him  in  the  stocks  that  were  in  the  high  gate  of  Benjamin, 
which  was  by  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the 
morrow,  that  Pashur  brought  forth  Jeremiah  out  of  the  stocks. 
Then  said  Jeremiah  unto  him,  "The  Lord  hath  not  called  thy 
name  Pashur,  but  Magor-missabib.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  'Be^ 
hold,  I  will  make  thee  a  terror  to  thyself,  and  to  all  thy  friends: 
and  they  shall  fall  by  the  sword  of  their  enemies,  and  thine  eyes 
shall  behold  it:  and  I  will  give  all  Judah  into  the  hand  of  the 
king  of  Babylon,  and  he  shall  carry  them  captive  into  Babylon, 
and  shall  slay  them  with  the  sword.  Moreover  I  will  deliver  all 
the  strength  of  this  city,  and  all  the  labours  thereof,  and  all  the 
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precious  tilings  thereof,  and  all  the  treasures  of  the  kings  of 
Judah  will  I  give  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies,  which  shall 
spoil  them,  and  take  them,  and  carry  them  to  Babylon.  And 
thou,  Pashur,  and  all  that  dwell  in  thine  house  shall  go  into 
captivity:  and  thou  shalt  come  to  Babylon,  and  there  thou  shalt 
die,  and  shalt  be  buried  there,  thou,  and  all  thy  friends,  to  whom 
thou  hast  prophesied  lies/" 

"0  Lord  Thou  Hast  Deceived  Me" 

0  Lord,  thou  hast  deceived  me,  and  I  was  deceived: 
Thou  art  stronger  than  I,  and  hast  prevailed: 

1  am  in  derision  daily,  every  one  mocketh  me. 
For  since  I  spoke,  I  cried  out, 

I  cried  violence  and  spoil; 

Because  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  made  a  reproach  unto  me, 

And  a  derision,  daily. 

Then  I  said,  "I  will  not  make  mention  of  him, 

Nor  speak  any  more  in  his  name" 

But  his  word  was  in  mine  heart  as  a  lurning  fire  shut  up  in  my  hones, 

And  I  was  weary  with  forbearing, 

And  I  could  not  stay. 

For  I  heard  the  defaming  of  many, 

Fear  on  every  side. 
"Report,"  say  they, 
"And  we  will  report  it.  * 

All  my  familiars  watched  for  my  halting, 

Saying,  "Peradventure  he  will  loe  enticed,  and  we  shall  prevail  against 
him, 

And  we  shall  take  our  revenge  on  him" 

But  the  Lord  is  with  me  as  a  mighty  terrible  one: 
Therefore  my  persecutors  shall  stumble,  and  they  shall  not  prevail: 
They  shall  le  greatly  ashamed; 
For  they  shall  not  prosper: 
Their  everlasting  confusion  shall  never  he  forgotten. 
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But,  O  Lord  of  hosts,  that  tricst  the  righteous, 
And  seest  the  reins  and  the  heart, 
Let  me  see  thy  vengeance  on  them: 
For  unto  thee  have  1  opened  my  cause. 

Cursed  le  the  day  wherein  I  was  lorn: 

Let  not  the  day  wherein  my  mother  lore  me  le  blessed. 

Cursed  le  the  man  who  brought  tidings  to  my  father, 

Saying,  "A  man  child  is  lorn  unto  thee39 ; 

Making  him  very  glad. 

And  let  that  man  k  as  the  cities  which  the  Lord  overthrew,  and  rr 
yented  not: 

And  let  him  hear  the  cry  in  the  morning,  and  the  shouting  at  noon- 
tide; 

Because  he  slew  me  not  from  the  womb; 

Or  that  my  mother  might  have  leen  my  grave, 

And  her  womb  to  le  always  great  with  me. 

Wherefore  camel  forth  out  of  the  womb  to  see  labour  and  sorrow, 

That  my  days  should  le  consumed  with  shame? 

Parable  of  the  Figs 

The  Lord  showed  me,  and,  behold,  two  baskets  of  figs  were 
set  before  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  after  that  Nebuchadrezzar 
king  of  Babylon  had  carried  away  captive  Jeconiah  the  son  of 
Jehoiakim  king  of  Judah,  and  the  princes  of  Judah,  with  the  car- 
penters and  smiths,  from  Jerusalem,  and  had  brought  them  to 
Babylon.  One  basket  had  very  good  figs,  even  like  the  figs  that 
are  first  ripe:  and  the  other  basket  had  very  naughty  figs,  which 
could  not  be  eaten,  they  were  so  bad. 

Then  said  the  Lord  unto  me,  "What  seest  thou,  Jeremiah?" 

And  I  said,  "Figs;  the  good  figs,  very  good;  and  the  evil,  very 
evil,  that  cannot  be  eaten,  they  are  so  evil/' 

Again  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  "Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel:  'Like  these  good  figs,  so  will  I 
acknowledge  them  that  are  carried  away  captive  of  Judah,  whom 
I  have  sent  out  of  this  place  into  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans  for 
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their  good.  For  I  will  set  mine  eyes  upon  them  for  good,  and  I 
will  bring  them  again  to  this  land:  and  I  will  build  them,  and 
not  pull  them  down;  and  I  will  plant  them,  and  not  pluck  them 
up.  And  I  will  give  them  a  heart  to  know  me,  that  I  am  the 
Lord:  and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their  God:  for 
they  shall  return  unto  me  with  their  whole  heart/ 

"And  as  the  evil  figs,  which  cannot  be  eaten,  they  are  so  evil," 
surely  thus  saith  the  Lord,  "so  will  I  give  Zedekiah  the  king  of 
Judah,  and  his  princes,  and  the  residue  of  Jerusalem,  that  remain 
in  this  land,  and  them  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  Egypt:  and  I 
will  deliver  them  to  be  removed  into  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth  for  their  hart,  to  be  a  reproach  and  a  proverb,  a  taunt  and 
a  curse,  in  all  places  whither  I  shall  drive  them.  And  I  will  send 
the  sword,  the  famine,  and  the  pestilence,  among  them,  till  they 
be  consumed  from  off  the  land  that  I  gave  unto  them  and  to 
their  fathers/' 

The  Cup  of  the  Lord's  Fury 

The  word  that  came  to  Jeremiah  concerning  all  the  people  of 
Judah  in  the  fourth  year  of  Jehoiakim  the  son  of  Josiah  king  of 
Judah,  that  was  the  first  year  of  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon: 
the  which  Jeremiah  the  prophet  spoke  unto  all  the  people  of 
Judah,  and  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  saying, 

"From  the  thirteenth  year  of  Josiah  the  son  of  Amon  king  of 
Judah,  even  unto  this  day,  that  is  the  three  and  twentieth  year, 
the  word  of  the  Lord  hath  come  unto  me,  and  I  have  spoken 
unto  you,  rising  early  and  speaking;  but  ye  have  not  hearkened. 
And  the  Lord  hath  sent  unto  you  all  his  servants  the  prophets, 
rising  early  and  sending  them;  but  ye  have  not  hearkened,  nor 
inclined  your  ear  to  hear. 

"They  said,  Turn  ye  again  now  every  one  from  his  evil  way, 
and  from  the  evil  of  your  doings,  and  dwell  in  the  land  that  the 
Lord  hath  given  unto  you  and  to  your  fathers  for  ever  and  ever: 
and  go  not  after  other  gods  to  serve  them,  and  to  worship  them, 
and  provoke  me  not  to  anger  with  the  works  of  your  hands;  and 
I  will  do  you  no  hurt. ' 
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tec  Yet  ye  have  not  hearkened  unto  me/  saith  the  Lord;  'that  ye 
miglit  provoke  me  to  anger  with,  the  works  of  your  hands  to 
your  own  hurt/ 

"Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts:  'Because  ye  have  not 
heard  my  words,  behold,  I  will  send  and  take  all  the  families  of 
the  north, '  s  aith  the  Lord,  *  and  Nebuchadrezzar  the  king  of  Baby- 
lon, my  servant,  and  will  bring  them  against  this  land,  and 
against  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  against  all  these  nations 
round  about,  and  will  utterly  destroy  them,  and  make  them  an 
astonishment,  and  a  hissing,  and  perpetual  desolations.  More- 
over  I  will  take  from  them  the  voice  of  mirth,  and  the  voice  of 
gladness,  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom,  and  the  voice  of  the  bride, 
the  sound  of  the  millstones,  and  the  light  of  the  candle.  And 
this  whole  land  shall  be  a  desolation,  and  an  astonishment;  and 
these  nations  shall  serve  the  king  of  Babylon  seventy  years.  And 
it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  seventy  years  are  accomplished,  that 
I  will  punish  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  that  nation/  saith  the 
Lord,  'for  their  iniquity,  and  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  will 
make  it  perpetual  desolations.  And  I  will  bring  upon  that  land 
all  my  words  which  I  have  pronounced  against  it,  even  all  that 
is  written  in  this  book,  which  Jeremiah  hath  prophesied  against 
all  the  nations.  For  many  nations  and  great  kings  shall  serve 
themselves  of  them  also:  and  I  will  recompense  them  according 
to  their  deeds,  and  according  to  the  works  of  their  own  hands/ 

"For  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  unto  me:  Take  the 
wine  cup  of  this  fury  at  my  hand,  and  cause  all  the  nations,  to 
whom  I  send  thee,  to  drink  it.  And  they  shall  drink,  and  be  - 
moved,  and  be  mad,  because  of  the  sword  that  I  will  send 
among  them/" 

Jeremiah's  Sermon  in  the  Temple 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Jehoiakim  the  son  of  Josiah 
king  of  Judah  came  this  word  from  the  Lord,  saying,  "Thus  saith 
the  Lord:  stand  in  the  court  of  the  Lord's  house,  and  speak  unto 
all  the  cities  of  Judah,  which  come  to  worship  in  the  Lord's 
house,  all  the  words  that  I  command  thee  to  speak  unto  them; 
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diminish  not  a  word,  if  so  be  they  will  hearken,  and  turn  every 
man  from  his  evil  way,  that  I  may  repent  me  of  the  evil,  which 
I  purpose  to  do  unto  them  because  of  the  evil  of  their  doings. 
And  thou  shalt  say  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord:  "If  ye  will 
not  hearken  to  me,  to  walk  in  my  law,  which  I  have  set  before 
you,  to  hearken  to  the  words  of  my  servants  the  prophets,  whom 
I  sent  unto  you,  both  rising  up  early,  and  sending  them,  but  ye 
have  not  hearkened;  then  will  I  make  this  house  like  Shiloh, 
and  will  make  this  city  a  curse  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth." '" 

Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jeremiah  had  made  an  end  of 
speaking  all  that  the  Lord  had  commanded  him  to  speak  unto 
all  the  people,  that  the  priests  and  the  prophets  and  all  the 
people  took  him,  saying,  "Thou  shalt  surely  die.  Why  hast  thou 
prophesied  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  saying,  This  house  shall  be 
like  Shiloh,  and  this  city  shall  be  desolate  without  an  inhabit- 
ant T  And  all  the  people  were  gathered  against  Jeremiah  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord. 

When  the  princes  of  Judah  heard  these  things,  then  they  came 
up  from  the  king's  house  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  sat 
down  in  the  entry  of  the  new  gate  of  the  Lord's  house.  Then 
spoke  the  priests  and  the  prophets  unto  the  princes  and  to  all 
the  people,  saying,  'This  man  is  worthy  to  die;  for  he  hath 
prophesied  against  this  city,  as  ye  have  heard  with  your  ears/' 

Then  spoke  Jeremiah  unto  all  the  princes  and  to  all  the  peo- 
ple, saying,  "The  Lord  sent  me  to  prophesy  against  this  house 
and  against  this  city  all  the  words  that  ye  have  heard.  There" 
-  fore  now  amend  your  ways  and  your  doings,  and  obey  the  voice 
of  the  Lord  your  God;  and  the  Lord  will  repent  him  of  the  evil 
that  he  hath  pronounced  against  you.  As  for  me,  behold,  I  am  in 
your  hand:  do  with  me  as  seemeth  good  and  meet  unto  you.  But 
know  ye  for  certain,  that  if  ye  put  me  to  death,  ye  shall  surely 
bring  innocent  blood  upon  yourselves,  and  upon  this  city,  and 
upon  the  inhabitants  thereof:  for  of  a  truth  the  Lord  hath  sent 
me  unto  you  to  speak  all  these  words  in  your  ears/' 

Then  said  the  princes  and  all  the  people  unto  the  priests  and 

[494'] 


THE  WORDS  OF  JEREMIAH 

to  the  prophets;  "This  man  is  not  worthy  to  die:  for  he  hath 
spoken  to  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God." 

Then  rose  up  certain  of  the  elders  of  the  land,  and  spoke  to 
all  the  assembly  of  the  people,  saying,  "Micah  the  Morasthite 
prophesied  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  and  spoke  to 
all  the  people  of  Judah,  saying,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts: 
"Zion  shall  be  plowed  like  a  field,  and  Jerusalem  shall  become 
heaps,  and  the  mountain  of  the  house  as  the  high  places  of  a 
forest/"  Did  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah  and  all  Judah  put  him  at  all 
to  death?  did  he  not  fear  the  Lord,  and  besought  the  Lord,  and 
the  Lord  repented  him  of  the  evil  which  he  had  pronounced 
against  them?  Thus  might  we  procure  great  evil  against  our  souls/* 

Jeremiah's  Letter  to  the  Captives  in  Babylon 

Now  these  are  the  words  of  the  letter  that  Jeremiah  the  prophet 
sent  from  Jerusalem  unto  the  residue  of  the  elders  which  were 
carried  away  captives,  and  to  the  priests,  and  to  the  prophets, 
and  to  all  the  people  whom  Nebuchadrezzar  had  carried  away 
captive  from  Jerusalem  to  Babylon  (after  that  Jeconiah  the  king, 
and  the  queen,  and  the  eunuchs,  the  princes  of  Judah1  and  Jerusa- 
lem, and  the  carpenters,  and  the  smiths,  were  departed  from 
Jerusalem) ,  by  the  hand  of  Elasah  the  son  of  Shaphan,  and  Ge- 
mariah  the  son  of  Hilkiah  (whom  Zedekiah  king  of  Judah  sent 
unto  Babylon  to  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon),  saying, 

"Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel,  unto  all  that 
are  carried  away  captives,  whom  I  have  caused  to  be  carried 
away  from  Jerusalem  unto  Babylon:  'Build  ye  houses,  and  dwell 
in  them;  and  plant  gardens,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them;  take  ye 
wives,  and  beget  sons  and  daughters;  and  take  wives  for  your 
sons,  and  give  your  daughters  to  husbands,  that  they  may  bear 
sons  and  daughters;  that  ye  may  be  increased  there,  and  not 
diminished.  And  seek  the  peace  of  the  city  whither  I  have  caused 
you  to  be  carried  away  captives,  and  pray  unto  the  Lord  fqr  it: 
for  in  the  peace  thereof  shall  ye  have  peace/ 

"For  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel:  'Let  not 
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your  prophets  and  your  diviners,  that  be  in  the  midst  of  you, 
deceive  you,  neither  hearken  to  your  dreams  which  ye  cause  to 
be  dreamed.  For  they  prophesy  falsely  unto  you  in  my  name:  I 
have  not  sent  them/  saith  the  Lord. 

"For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  'After  seventy  years  be  accom- 
plished at  Babylon  I  will  visit  you,  and  perform  my  good  word 
toward  you,  in  causing  you  to  return  to  this  place.  For  I  know 
the  thoughts  that  I  think  toward  you/  saith  the  Lord,  'thoughts 
of  peace,  and  not  of  evil,  to  give  you  an  expected  end.  Then 
shall  ye  call  upon  me,  and  ye  shall  go  and  pray  unto  me,  and  I 
will  hearken  unto  you.  And  ye  shall  seek  me,  and  find  me,  when 
ye  shall  search  for  me  with  all  your  heart.  And  I  will  be  found  of 
you/  saith  the  Lord:  'and  I  will  turn  away  your  captivity,  and 
I  will  gather  you  from  all  the  nations,  and  from  all  the  places 
whither  I  have  driven  you/  saith  the  Lord;  'and  I  will  bring  you 
again  into  the  place  whence  I  caused  you  to  be  carried  away 
captive/ 

"Because  ye  have  said,  'The  Lord  hath  raised  us  up  prophets 
in  Babylon';  know  that  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  the  king  that  sit- 
teth  upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  of  all  the  people  that  dwell- 
eth  in  this  city,  and  of  your  brethren  that  are  not  gone  forth  with 
you  into  captivity:  'Behold,  I  will  send  upon  them  the  sword, 
the  famine,  and  the  pestilence,  and  will  make  them  like  vile 
figs,  that  cannot  be  eaten,  they  are  so  evil  And  I  will  persecute 
them  with  the  sword,  with  the  famine,  and  with  the  pestilence, 
and  will  deliver  them  to  be  removed  to  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth,  to  be  a  curse,  and  an  astonishment,  and  a  hissing,  and  a 
reproach,  among  all  the  nations  whither  I  have  driven  them:  be- 
cause they  have  not  hearkened  to  my  words/  saith  the  Lord, 
'which  I  sent  unto  them  by  my  servants  the  prophets,  rising  up 
early  and  sending  them;  but  ye  would  not  hear/  saith  the  Lord. 

"'Hear  ye  therefore  the  word  of  the  Lord,  all  ye  of  the  cap- 
tivity, whom  I  have  sent  from  Jerusalem  to  Babylon/  thus  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel,  of  Ahab  the  son  of  Kolaiah, 
and  of  Zedekiah  the  son  of  Maaseiah,  which  prophesy  a  lie  unto 
you  in  my  name:  'Behold,  I  will  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of 
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Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon;  and  he  stall  slay  them  before 
your  eyes;  and  of  them  shall  be  taken  up  a  curse  by  all  the  cap- 
tivity of  Judah  which  are  in  Babylon,  saying,  "The  Lord  make 
thee  like  Zedekiah  and  like  Ahab,  whom  the  king  of  Babylon 
roasted  in  the  fire";  because  they  have  committed  villainy  in  Is- 
rael, and  have  committed  adultery  with  their  neighbours'  wives, 
and  have  spoken  lying  words  in  my  name,  which  I  have  not  com- 
manded them;  even  I  know,  and  am  a  witness/  saith  the  Lord." 

Thus  Aalt  thou  also  speak  to  Shemaiah  the  Nehelamite,  say- 
ing, "Thus  speaketh  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel,  'Be- 
cause thou  hast  sent  letters  in  thy  name  unto  all  the  people  that 
are  at  Jerusalem,  and  to  Zephaniah  the  son  of  Maaseiah  the  priest, 
and  to  all  the  priests,  saying, 

"'  "The  Lord  hath  made  thee  priest  in  the  stead  of  Jehoiada  the 
priest,  that  ye  should  be  officers  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  for 
every  man  that  is  mad,  and  maketh  himself  a  prophet,  that  thou 
shouldest  put  him  in  prison,  and  in  the  stocks.  Now  therefore 
why  hast  thou  not  reproved  Jeremiah  of  Anathoth,  which  mak- 
eth himself  a  prophet  to  you?  For  therefore  he  sent  unto  us  in 
Babylon,  saying,  'This  captivity  is  long:  build  ye  houses,  and 
dwell  in  them;  and  plant  gardens,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them/*'" 
(And  Zephaniah  the  priest  read  this  letter  in  the  ears  of  Jere- 
miah the  prophet.) 

Then  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Jeremiah,  saying,  "Send 
to  all  them  of  the  captivity,  saying,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord  con- 
cerning Shemaiah  the  Nehelamite:  because  that  Shemaiah  hath 
prophesied  unto  you,  and  I  sent  him  not,  and  he  caused  you  to 
trust  in  a  lie:  therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord:  "Behold,  I  will  pun- 
ish Shemaiah  the  Nehelamite,  and  his  seed:  he  shall  not  have  a 
man  to  dwell  among  this  people;  neither  shall  he  behold  the 
good  that  I  will  do  for  my  people/'  saith  the  Lord;  "because  he 
hath  taught  rebellion  against  the  Lord."'" 

Prophecy  of  tkc  Return 

Thus  saith  the  Lord:  "Behold,  I  will  bring  again  the  captivity 
of  Jacob's  tents,  and  have  mercy  on  his  dwellingplaces;  and  the 

[497] 


THE  WORDS  OF  JEREMIAH 

city  stall  be  builded  upon  her  own  Reap,  and  the  palace  shall  re- 
main after  the  manner  thereof.  And  out  of  them  shall  proceed 
thanksgiving  and  the  voice  of  them  that  make  merry:  and  I  will 
multiply  them,  and  they  shall  not  be  few;  I  will  also  glorify 
them,  and  they  shall  not  be  small.  Their  children  also  shall  be 
as  aforetime,  and  their  congregation  shall  be  established  before 
me,  and  I  will  punish  all  that  oppress  them.  And  their  nobles 
shall  be  of  themselves,  and  their  governor  shall  proceed  from 
the  midst  of  them;  and  I  will  cause  him  to  draw  neax,  and  he 
shall  approach  unto  me:  for  who  is  this  that  engaged  his  heart  to 
approach  unto  me?"  saith  the  Lord.  "And  ye  shall  be  my  people, 
and  I  will  be  your  God/' 

Behold,  the  whirlwind  of  the  Lord  goeth  forth  with  fury,  a 
continuing  whirlwind:  it  shall  fall  with  pain  upon  the  head  of 
the  wicked.  The  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  shall  not  return,  until 
he  have  done  it,  and  until  he  have  performed  the  intents  of  his 
heart:  in  the  latter  days  ye  shall  consider  it. 

"At  the  same  time,"  saith  the  Lord,  "will  I  be  the  God  of  all 
the  families  of  Israel,  and  they  shall  be  my  people.'1  Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  "The  people  which  were  left  of  the  sword  found  grace 
in  the  wilderness;  even  Israel,  when  I  went  to  cause  him  to  rest. " 

The  Lord  hath  appeared  of  old  unto  me,  saying,  "Yea,  I  have 
loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love:  therefore  with  lovingkind- 
ness  have  I  drawn  thee.  Again  I  will  build  thee,  and  thou  shalt 
be  built,  O  virgin  of  Israel:  thou  shalt  again  be  adorned  with 
thy  tabrets,  and  shalt  go  forth  in  the  dances  of  them  that  make 
merry.  Thou  shalt  yet  plant  vines  upon  the  mountains  of  Sa- 
maria: the  planters  shall  plant,  and  shall  eat  them  as  common 
things.  For  there  shall  be  a  day,  that  the  watchmen  upon  the 
Mount  Ephraim  shall  cry,  'Arise  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  Zion 
unto  the  Lord  our  God/" 

For  thus  saith  the  Lord:  "Sing  with  gladness  for  Jacob,  and 
shout  among  the  chief  of  the  nations:  publish  ye,  praise  ye,  and 
say,  'O  Lord,  save  thy  people,  the  remnant  of  Israel/  Behold,  I 
will  bring  them  from  the  north  country,  and  gather  them  from 
the  coasts  of  the  earth,  and  with  them  the  blind  and  the  lame, 

[498] 


THE  WORDS  OF  JEREMIAH 

the  woman  with  child  and  her  that  travaileth  with  child  to- 
gether: a  great  company  shall  return  thither.  They  shall  come 
with  weeping,  and  with  supplications  will  I  lead  them:  I  will 
cause  them  to  walk  by  the  rivers  of  waters  in  a  straight  way, 
wherein  they  shall  not  stumble:  for  I  am  a  father  to  Israel,  and 
Ephraim  is  my  firstborn." 

Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  O  ye  nations,  and  declare  it  in 
the  isles  afar  off,  and  say,  "He  that  scattered  Israel  will  gather 
him,  and  keep  him,  as  a  shepherd  doth  his  flock.  For  the  Lord 
hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  ransomed  him  from  the  hand  of  him 
that  was  stronger  than  he.  Therefore  they  shall  come  and  sing  in 
the  height  of  Zion,  and  shall  flow  together  to  the  goodness  of 
the  Lord,  for  wheat,  and  for  wine,  and  for  oil,  and  for  the  young 
of  the  flock  and  of  the  herd:  and  their  soul  shall  be  as  a  watered 
garden;  and  they  shall  not  sorrow  any  more  at  all.  Then  shall 
the  virgin  rejoice  in  the  dance,  both  young  men  and  old  to- 
gether: for  I  will  turn  their  mourning  into  joy,  and  will  comfort 
them,  and  make  them  rejoice  from  their  sorrow.  And  I  will  sati- 
ate the  soul  of  the  priests  with  fatness,  and  my  people  shall  be 
satisfied  with  my  goodness/'  saith  the  Lord. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord:  "A  voice  was  heard  in  Ramah,  lamenta- 
tion, and  bitter  weeping;  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children  re- 
fused to  be  comforted  for  her  children,  because  they  were  not." 

Thus  saith  the  Lord:  "Refrain  thy  voice  from  weeping,  and 
thine  eyes  from  tears:  for  thy  work  shall  be  rewarded,"  saith  the 
Lord;  "and  they  shall  come  again  from  the  land  of  the  enemy. 
And  there  is  hope  in  thine  end,"  saith  the  Lord,  "that  thy  chil- 
dren shall  come  again  to  their  own  border,  I  have  surely  heard 
Ephraim  bemoaning  himself  thus:  'Thou  hast  chastised  me,  and 
I  was  chastised,  as  a  bullock  unaccustomed  to  the  yoke:  turn 
thou  me,  and  I  shall  be  turned;  for  thou  art  the  Lord  my  God. 
Surely  after  that  I  was  turned,  I  repented;  and  after  that  I  was 
instructed,  I  smote  upon  my  thigh:  I  was  ashamed,  yea,  even 
confounded,  because  I  did  bear  the  reproach  of  my  youth/  Is 
Ephraim  my  dear  son?  is  he  a  pleasant  child?  for  since  I  spoke 
against  him,  I  do  earnestly  remember  him  still:  therefore  my 
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bowels  are  troubled  for  him;  I  will  surely  have  mercy  upon  him/' 
saith  the  Lord. 

"Set  thee  up  waymarks,  make  thee  high  heaps:  set  thine  heart 
toward  the  highway,  even  the  way  which  thou  wentest:  turn 
again,  O  virgin  of  Israel,  turn  again  to  these  thy  cities." 

The  J^ew  Covenant 

"Behold,  the  days  come,"  saith  the  Lord,  "that  I  will  sow  the 
house  of  Israel  and  the  house  of  Judah  with  the  seed  of  man,  and 
with  the  seed  of  beast.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  like  as  I 
have  watched  over  them,  to  pluck  up,  and  to  break  down,  and  to 
throw  down,  and  to  destroy,  and  to  afflict;  so  will  I  watch  over 
them,  to  build,  and  to  plant,"  saith  the  Lord. 

"In  those  days  they  shall  say  no  more,  'The  fathers  have  eaten  a 
sour  grape,  and  the  children's  teeth  are  set  on  edge. '  But  every 
one  shall  die  for  his  own  iniquity:  every  man  that  eateth  the 
sour  grape,  his  teeth  shall  be  set'  on  edge. 

"Behold,  the  days  come,"  saith  the  Lord,  "that  I  will  make  a 
new  covenant  with  the  house  of  Israel,  and  with  the  house  of 
Judah:  not  according  to  the  covenant  that  I  made  with  their 
fathers  in  the  day  that  I  took  them  by  the  hand  to  bring  them 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt;  which  my  covenant  they  broke,  al- 
though I  was  a  husband  unto  them,"  saith  the  Lord:  "but  this 
shall  be  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel. 
After  those  days,"  saith  the  Lord,  "I  will  put  my  law  in  their  in- 
ward parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts;  and  will  be  their  God, 
and  they  shall  be  my  people.  And  they  shall  teach  no  more  every 
man  his  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother,  saying,  'Know 
the  Lord':  for  they  shall  all  know  me,  from  the  least  of  them 
unto  the  greatest  of  them,"  saith  the  Lord:  "for  I  will  forgive 
their  iniquity,  and  I  will  remember  their  sin  no  more." 

The  Writing  oj Jeremiad's  Prophecies 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  fourth  year  of  Jehoiakim  the  son  of 
Josiah  king  of  Judah,  that  this  word  came  unto  Jeremiah  from 
the  Lord,  saying,  "Take  thee  a  roll  of  a  book,  and  write  therein 
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all  the  words  that  I  have  spoken  unto  thee  against  Israel,  and 
against  Judah,  and  against  all  the  nations,  from  the  day  I  spoke 
unto  thee,  from  the  days  of  Josiah,  even  unto  this  day.  It  may  be 
that  the  house  of  Judah  will  hear  all  the  evil  which  I  purpose  to 
do  unto  them;  that  they  may  return  every  man  from  his  evil  way; 
that  I  may  forgive  their  iniquity  and  their  sin."  Then  Jeremiah 
called  Baruch  the  son  of  Neriah:  and  Baruch  wrote  from  the 
mouth  of  Jeremiah  all  the  words  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had 
spoken  unto  him,  upon  a  roll  of  a  book. 

And  Jeremiah  commanded  Baruch,  saying,  "I  am  shut  up;  I 
cannot  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord:  therefore  go  thou,  and 
read  in  the  roll,  which  thou  hast  written  from  my  mouth,  the 
words  of  the  Lord  in  the  ears  of  the  people  in  the  Lord's  house 
upon  the  fasting  day;  and  also  thou  shalt  read  them  in  the  ears 
of  all  Judah  that  come  out  of  their  cities.  It  may  be  they  will 
present  their  supplication  before  the  Lord,  and  will  return 
every  one  from  his  evil  way:  for  great  is  the  anger  and  the  fury 
that  the  Lord  hath  pronounced  against  this  people."  And 
Baruch  the  son  of  Neriah  did  according  to  all  that  Jeremiah  the 
prophet  commanded  him,  reading  in  the  book  the  words  of  the 
Lord  in  the  Lord's  house. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  fifth  year  of  Jehoiakim  the  son  of 
Josiah  king  of  Judah,  in  the  ninth  month,  that  they  proclaimed 
a  fast  before  the  Lord  to  all  the  people  in  Jerusalem,  and  to  all 
the  people  that  came  from  the  cities  of  Judah  unto  Jerusalem. 
Then  read  Baruch  in  the  book  the  words  of  Jeremiah  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  in  the  chamber  of  Gemariah  the  son  of  Shaphan  the 
scribe,  in  the  higher  court,  at  the  entry  of  the  new  gate  of  the 
Lord's  house,  in  the  ears  of  all  the  people. 

When  Michaiah  the  son  of  Gemariah,  the  son  of  Shaphan, 
had  heard  out  of  the  book  all  the  words  of  the  Lord,  then  he 
went  down  into  the  king's  house,  into  the  scribe's  chamber: 
and,  lo,  all  the  princes  sat  there,  even  Elishama  the  scribe,  and 
Delaiah  the  son  of  Shemaiah,  and  Elnathan  the  son  of  Achbor, 
and  Gemariah  the  son  of  Shaphan,  and  Zedekiah  the  son  of 
Hananiah,  and  all  the  princes.  Then  Michaiah  declared  unto 
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them  all  the  words  that  he  had  heard,  when  Baruch  read  the 
book  in  the  ears  of  the  people. 

Therefore  all  the  princes  sent  Jehudi  the  son  of  Nethaniah, 
the  son  of  Shelemiah,  the  son  of  Cushi,  unto  Baruch,  saying, 
"Take  in  thine  hand  the  roll  wherein  thou  hast  read  in  the  ears 
of  the  people,  and  come."  So  Baruch  the  son  of  Neriah  took 
the  roll  in  his  hand,  and  came  unto  them. 

And  they  said  unto  him,  "Sit  down  now,  and  read  it  in  our 
ears."  So  Baruch  read  it  in  their  ears. 

Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  had  heard  all  the  words, 
they  were  afraid  both  one  and  other,  and  said  unto  Baruch,  "We 
will  surely  tell  the  king  of  all  these  words/' 

And  they  asked  Baruch,  saying,  "Tell  us  now:  how  didst  thou 
write  all  these  words  at  his  mouth?" 

Then  Baruch  answered  them,  "He  pronounced  all  these 
words  unto  me  with  his  mouth,  and  I  wrote  them  with  ink  in 
the  book/' 

Then  said  the  princes  unto  Baruch,  "Go,  hide  thee,  thou  and 
Jeremiah;  and  let  no  man  know  where  ye  be/' 

And  they  went  in  to  the  king  into  the  court,  but  they  laid  up 
the  roll  in  the  chamber  of  Elishama  the  scribe,  and  told  all  the 
words  in  the  ears  of  the  king.  So  the  king  sent  Jehudi  to  fetch 
the  roll:  and  he  took  it  out  of  Elishama  the  scribe's  chamber. 
And  Jehudi  read  it  in  the  ears  of  the  king,  and  in  the  ears  of  all 
the  princes  which  stood  beside  the  king. 

Now  the  king  sat  in  the  winterhouse  in  the  ninth  month:  and 
there  was  a  fire  on  the  hearth  burning  before  him.  And  it  came 
to  pass  that  when  Jehudi  had  read  three  or  four  leaves,  he  cut 
it  with  the  penknife,  and  cast  it  into  the  fire  that  was  on  the 
hearth,  until  all  the  roll  was  consumed  in  the  fire  that  was  on 
the  hearth.  Yet  they  were  not  afraid,  nor  rent  their  garments, 
neither  the  king,  nor  any  of  his  servants  that  heard  all  these 
words.  Nevertheless  Elnathan  and  Delaiah  and  Gemariah  had 
made  intercession  to  the  king  that  he  would  not  burn  the  roll: 
but  he  would  not  hear  them.  But  the  king  commanded  Jerahmeel 
the  son  of  Hammelech,  and  Seraiah  the  son  of  Azriel,  and  Shel- 


THE  WORDS  OF  JEREMIAH 

emiak  tke  son  of  Abdeel,  to  take  Baruck  the  scribe  and  Jeremiah 
tke  propket:  but  tke  Lord  kid  tkem. 

Tken  tke  word  of  tke  Lord  came  to  Jeremiak,  after  tkat  tke 
king  kad  burned  tke  roll,  and  tke  words  wkick  Baruck  wrote 
at  tke  moutk*  of  Jeremiak,  saying,  "Take  tkee  again  anotker  roll, 
and  write  in  it  all  tke  former  words  tkat  were  in  tke  first  roll, 
wkick  Jekoiakim  tke  king  of  Judak  katk  burned/' 

Tken  took  Jeremiak  anotker  roll,  and  gave  it  to  Baruck  tke 
scribe,  tke  son  of  Neriak;  wko  wrote  tkerein  from  tke  moutk  of 
Jeremiak  all  tke  words  of  tke  book  wkick  Jekoiakim  king  of 
Judak  kad  burned  in  tke  fire:  and  tkere  were  added  besides  unto 
tkem  many  like  words. 

Tke  Imprisonment  of  Jeremiah 

And  King  Zedekiak  tke  son  of  Josiak  reigned  instead  of  Co- 
niak  tke  son  of  Jekoiakim,  wkom  Nebuckadrezzar  king  of  Baby  Ion 
made  king  in  tke  land  of  Judak.  But  neitker  ke,  nor  kis  servants, 
nor  tke  people  of  tke  land,  did  kearken  unto  tke  words  of  tke 
Lord,  wkick  ke  spoke  by  tke  propket  Jeremiak.  And  Zedekiak 
tke  king  sent  Jekucal  tke  son  of  Skelemiak  and  Zepkaniak  tke 
son  of  Maaseiak  tke  priest  to  tke  propket  Jeremiak,  saying, 
"Pray  now  unto  tke  Lord  our  God  for  us." 

Tken  Pkaraok's  army  was  come  fortk  out  of  Egypt:  and  wken 
tke  Ckaldeans  tkat  besieged  Jerusalem  keard  tidings  of  tkem, 
tkey  departed  from  Jerusalem.  Tken  came  tke  word  of  tke  Lord 
unto  tke  propket  Jeremiak,  saying,  "Tkus  saitk  tke  Lord,  tke 
God  of  Israel:  'Tkus  skall  ye  say  to  tke  king  of  Judak,  tkat  sent 
you  unto  me  to  enquire  of  me:  "Bekold,  Pkaraok's  army,  wkick 
is  come  fortk  to  kelp  you,  skall  return  to  Egypt  into  tkeir  own 
land.  And  tke  Ckaldeans  skall  come  again,  and  figkt  against  tkis 
city,  and  take  it,  and  burn  it  witk  fire/"  Tkus  saitk  tke  Lord: 
'Deceive  not  yourselves,  saying,  'Tke  Ckaldeans  skall  surely 
depart  from  us":  for  tkey  skall  not  depart.  For  tkougk  ye  kad 
smitten  tke  wkole  army  of  tke  Ckaldeans  tkat  figkt  against  you, 
and  tkere  remained  but  wounded  men  among  tkem,  yet  skould 
tkey  rise  up  every  man  in  kis  tent,  and  burn  tkis  city  witk  fire. '" 
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And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  the  army  of  the  Chaldeans 
was  broken  up  from  Jerusalem  for  fear  of  Pharaoh's  army,  then 
Jeremiah  went  forth  out  of  Jerusalem  to  go  into  the  land  of  Ben- 
jamin, to  separate  himself  thence  in  the  midst  of  the  people. 
And  when  he  was  in  the  gate  of  Benjamin,  a  captain  of  the  ward 
was  there,  whose  name  was  Irijah,  the  son  of  Shelemiah,  the  son 
of  Hananiah;  and  he  took  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  saying,  "Thou 
fallest  away  to  the  Chaldeans." 

Then  said  Jeremiah,  "It  is  false;  I  fall  not  away  to  the  Chal- 
deans." But  he  hearkened  not  to  him:  so  Irijah  took  Jeremiah, 
and  brought  him  to  the  princes.  Wherefore  the  princes  were 
wroth  with  Jeremiah,  and  smote  him,  and  put  him  in  prison  in 
the  house  of  Jonathan  the  scribe:  for  they  had  made  that  the 
prison. 

When  Jeremiah  was  entered  into  the  dungeoif,  and  into  the 
cabins,  and  Jeremiah  had  remained  there  many  days;  then 
Zedekiah  the  king  sent,  and  took  him  out:  and  the  king  asked 
him  secretly  in  his  house,  and  said,  "Is  there  any  word  from  the 
Lord?" 

And  Jeremiah  said,  "There  is:  for,"  said  he,  "thou  shalt  be  de- 
livered into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Babylon, "  Moreover  Jeremiah 
said  unto  King  Zedekiah,  "What  have  I  offended  against  thee, 
or  against  thy  servants,  or  against  this  people,  that  ye  have  put 
me  in  prison?  Where  are  now  your  prophets  which  prophesied 
unto  you,  saying,  'The  king  of  Babylon  shall  not  come  against 
you,  nor  against  this  land'?  Therefore  hear  now,  I  pray  thee,  O 
my  lord  the  king:  let  my  supplication,  I  pray  thee,  be  accepted 
before  thee;  that  thou  cause  me  not  to  return  to  the  house  of 
Jonathan  the  scribe,  lest  I  die  there." 

Then  Zedekiah  the  king  commanded  that  they  should  com- 
mit Jeremiah  into  the  court  of  the  prison,  and  that  they  should 
give  him  daily  a  jyece  of  bread  out  of  the  bakers'  street,  until 
all  the  bread  in  the  city  were  spent.  Thus  Jeremiah  remained  in 
the  court  of  the  prison. 

Then  Shephatiah  the  son  of  Mattan,  and  Gedaliah  the  son  of 
Pashur,  and  Jucal  the  son  of  Shelemiah,  and  Pashur  the  son  of 
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Malchiah,  heard  the  words  that  Jeremiah  had  spoken  unto  all 
the  people,  saying,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord,  'He  that  remaineth  in 
this  city  shall  die  by  the  sword,  by  the  famine,  and  by  the 
pestilence:  but  he  that  goeth  forth  to  the  Chaldeans  shall  live; 
for  he  shall  have  his  life  for  a  prey,  and  shall  live/  Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  'This  city  shall  surely  be  given  into  the  hand  of  the 
king  of  Babylon's  army,  which  shall  take  it/" 

Therefore  the  princes  said  unto  the  king,  "We  beseech  thee, 
let  this  man  be  put  to  death:  for  thus  he  weakeneth  the  hands  of 
the  men  of  war  that  remain  in  this  city,  and  the  hands  of  all  the 
people,  in  speaking  such  words  unto  them:  for  this  man  seeketh 
not  the  welfare  of  this  people,  but  the  hurt/' 

Then  Zedekiah  the  king  said,  "Behold,  he  is  in  your  hand:  for 
the  king  is  not  he  that  can  do  any  thing  against  you. " 

Then  took  they  Jeremiah,  and  cast  him  into  the  dungeon  of 
Malchiah  the  son  of  Hammelech,  that  was  in  the  court  of  the 
prison:  and  they  let  down  Jeremiah  with  cords.  And  in  the 
dungeon  there  was  no  water,  but  mire:  so  Jeremiah  sunk  in  the 
mire. 

Now  when  Ebed-melech  the  Ethiopian,  one  of  the  eunuchs 
which  was  in  the  king's  house,  heard  that  they  had  put  Jeremiah 
in  the  dungeon — the  king  then  sitting  in  the  gate  of  Benjamin — 
Ebed-melech  went  forth  out  of  the  king's  house,  and  spoke  to 
the  king,  saying,  "My  lord  the  king,  these  men  have  done  evil 
in  all  that  they  have  done  to  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  whom  they 
have  cast  into  the  dungeon;  and  he  is  like  to  die  for  hunger  in 
the  place  where  he  is:  for  there  is  no  more  bread  in  the  city/* 

Then  the  king  commanded  Ebed-melech  the  Ethiopian,  say 
ing,  "Take  from  hence  thirty  men  with  thee,  and  take  up  Jeremiah 
the  prophet  out  of  the  dungeon,  before  he  die." 

So  Ebed-melech  took  the  men  with  him,  and  went  into  the 
house  of  the  king  under  the  treasury,  and  took  thence  old  cast 
clouts  and  old  rotten  rags,  and  let  them  down  by  cords  into  the 
dungeon  to  Jeremiah.  And  Ebed-melech  the  Ethiopian  said  unto 
Jeremiah,  "Put  now  these  old  cast  clouts  and  rotten  rags  under 
thine  armholes  under  the  cords."  And  Jeremiah  did  so.  So  they 
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drew  up  Jeremiak  witk  cords,  and  took  kim  up  out  of  tke  dun- 
geon: and  Jerexniak  remained  in  tke  court  of  tke  prison. 

Tken  Zedekiak  tke  king  sent,  and  took  Jeremiak  tke  propket 
unto  kim  into  tke  tkird  entry  tkat  is  in  tke  kouse  of  tke  Lord: 
and  tke  king  said  unto  Jeremiak,  "I  will  ask  tkee  a  tking;  kide 
notking  from  me." 

Tken  Jeremiak  said  unto  Zedekiak,  "If  I  declare  it  unto  tkee, 
wilt  tkou  not  surely  put  me  to  deatk?  and  if  I  give  tkee  counsel, 
wilt  tkou  not  kearken  unto  me?" 

So  Zedekiak  tke  king  swore  secretly  unto  Jeremiak,  saying, 
"As  tke  Lord  livetk,  tkat  made  us  tkis  soul,  I  will  not  put  tkee 
to  deatk,  neitker  will  I  give  tkee  into  tke  kand  of  tkese  men  tkat 
seek  tky  life/' 

Tken  said  Jeremiak  unto  Zedekiak,  "Tkus  saitk  tke  Lord,  tke 
God  of  kosts,  tke  God  of  Israel:  If  tkou  wilt  assuredly  go  fortk 
unto  tke  king  of  Babylon's  princes,  tken  tky  soul  skall  live,  and 
tkis  city  skall  not  be  burned  witk  fire,  and  tkou  skalt  live, 
and  tkine  kouse:  but  if  tkou  wilt  not  go  fortk  to  tke  king  of 
Babylon's  princes,  tken  skall  tkis  city  be  given  into  tke  kand 
of  tke  Ckaldeans,  and  tkey  skall  burn  it  witk  fire,  and  tkou  skalt 
not  escape  out  of  tkeir  kand/" 

And  Zedekiak  tke  king  said  unto  Jeremiak,  "I  am  afraid  of  tke 
Jews  tkat  are  fallen  to  tke  Ckaldeans,  lest  tkey  deliver  me  into 
tkeir  kand,  and  tkey  mock  me/' 

But  Jeremiak  said,  "Tkey  skall  not  deliver  tkee.  Obey,  I  be- 
seeck  tkee,  tke  voice  of  tke  Lord,  wkick  I  speak  unto  tkee:  so  it 
skall  be  well  unto  tkee,  and  tky  soul  skall  live.  But  if  tkou  re- 
fuse to  go  fortk,  tkis  is  tke  word  tkat  tke  Lord  katk  skowed  me: 
bekold,  all  tke  women  tkat  are  left  in  tke  king  of  Judak's  kouse 
skall  be  brougkt  fortk  to  tke  king  of  Babylon's  princes,  and 
tkose  women  skall  say,  'Tky  friends  kave  set  tkee  on,  and  kave 
prevailed  against  tkee:  tky  feet  are  sunk  in  tke  mire,  and  tkey 
are  turned  away  back/  So  tkey  skall  bring  out  all  tky  wives 
and  tky  ckildren  to  tke  Ckaldeans:  and  tkou  skalt  not  escape 
out  of  tkeir  kand,  but  skalt  be  taken  by  tke  kand  of  tke  king  of 
Babylon:  and  tkou  skalt  cause  tkis  city  to  be  burned  witk  fire/' 
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Then  said  Zedekiah  unto  Jeremiah,  "Let  no  man  know  of 
these  words,  and  thou  shah  not  die.  But  if  the  princes  hear  that 
I  have  talked  with  thee,  and  they  come  unto  thee,  and  say  unto 
thee,  'Declare  unto  us  now  what  thou  hast  said  unto  the  king, 
hide  it  not  from  us,  and  we  will  not  put  thee  to  death;  also 
what  the  king  said  unto  thee':  then  thou  shalt  say  unto  them,  *I 
presented  my  supplication  before  the  king,  that  he  would  not 
cause  me  to  return  to  Jonathan's  house,  to  die  there/" 

Then  came  all  the  princes  unto  Jeremiah,  and  asked  him:  and 
he  told  them  according  to  all  these  words  that  the  king  had 
commanded.  So  they  left  off  speaking  with  him;  for  the  matter 
was  not  perceived.  So  Jeremiah  abode  in  the  court  of  the  prison 
until  the  day  that  Jerusalem  was  taken:  and  he  was  there  when 
Jerusalem  was  taken. 

In  the  ninth  year  of  Zedekiah  king  of  Judah,  in  the  tenth 
month,  came  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon  and  all  his  army 
against  Jerusalem,  and  they  besieged  it.  And  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  Zedekiah,  in  the  fourth  month,  the  ninth  day  of  the 
month,  the  city  was  broken  up.  And  all  the  princes  of  the  king 
of  Babylon  came  in,  and  sat  in  the  middle  gate,  even  Nergal- 
sharezer,  Samgar-nebo,  Sarsechim,  Ratrsaris,  Nergal-sharezer, 
Rab-mag,  with  all  the  residue  of  the  princes  of  the  king  of 
Babylon. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Zedekiah  the  king  of  Judah 
saw  them,  and  all  the  men  of  war,  then  they  fled,  and  went  forth 
out  of  the  city  by  night,  by  the  way  of  the  king's  garden,  by  the 
gate  betwixt  the  two  walls:  and  he  went  out  the  way  of  the 
plain.  But  the  Chaldeans'  army  pursued  after  them,  and  over- 
took Zedekiah  in  the  plains  of  Jericho:  and  when  they  had  taken 
him,  they  brought  him  up  to  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon 
to  Riblah  in  the  land  of  Hamath,  where  he  gave  judgment  upon 
him.  Then  the  king  of  Babylon  slew  the  sons  of  Zedekiah  in 
Riblah  before  his  eyes:  also  the  king  of  Babylon  slew  all  the 
nobles  of  Judah.  Moreover  he  put  out  Zedekiah' s  eyes,  and 
bound  him  with  chains,  to  carry  him  to  Babylon. 

And  the  Chaldeans  burned  the  king's  house,  and  the  houses 
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of  the  people,  with  fire,  and  broke  down  the  walls  of  Jerusalem. 
Then  Nebuzar-adan  the  captain  of  the  guard  carried  away 
captive  into  Babylon  the  remnant  of  the  people  that  remained 
in  the  city,  and  those  that  fell  away,  that  fell  to  him,  with  the 
rest  of  the  people  that  remained.  But  Nebuzar-adan  the  captain 
of  the  guard  left  of  the  poor  of  the  people,  which  had  nothing, 
in  the  land  of  Judah,  and  gave  them  vineyards  and  fields  at  the 
same  time. 

Now  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon  gave  charge  concern- 
ing Jeremiah  to  Nebuzar-adan  the  captain  of  the  guard,  saying, 
"Take  him,  and  look  well  to  him,  and  do  him  no  harm;  but  do 
unto  him  even  as  he  shall  say  unto  thee." 

So  Nebuzar-adan  the  captain  of  the  guard  sent,  and  Ne- 
bushasban,  Rab-saris,  and  Nergal-sharezer,  Rab-mag,  and  all 
tke  king  of  Babylon's  princes,  even  they  sent,  and  took  Jeremiah 
out  of  the  court  of  the  prison,  and  committed  him  unto  Gedaliah 
the  son  of  Ahikam  the  son  of  Shaphan,  that  he  should  carry  him 
home:  so  he  dwelt  among  the  people. 

Now  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  Jeremiah,  while  he  was 
shut  up  in  the  court  of  the  prison,  saying,  "Go  and  speak  to 
Ebed-melech  the  Ethiopian,  saying,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  the  God  of  Israel:  "Behold,  I  will  bring  my  words  upon 
this  city  for  evil,  and  not  for  good;  and  they  shall  be  accom- 
plished  in  that  day  before  thee.  But  I  will  deliver  thee  in  that 
day,"  saith  the  Lord:  "and  thou  shalt  not  be  given  into  the  hand 
of  the  men  of  whom  thou  art  afraid.  For  I  will  surely  deliver 
thee,  and  thou  shalt  not  fall  by  the  sword,  but  thy  life  shall  be 
for  a  prey  unto  thee:  because  thou  hast  put  thy  trust  in  me,"  saith 
the  Lord/" 

The  word  that  came  to  Jeremiah  from  the  Lord,  after  that 
Nebuzar-adan  the  captain  of  tlie  guard  had  let  him  go  from 
Ramah,  when  he  had  taken  him  being  bound  in  chains  among 
all  that  were  carried  away  captive  of  Jerusalem  and  Judah,  which 
were  carried  away  captive  unto  Babylon. 

And  the  captain  of  the  guard  took  Jeremiah,  and  said  unto 
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him,  "The  Lord  tky  God  hath  pronounced  this  evil  upon  this 
place.  Now  the  Lord  hath  brought  it,  and  done  according  as  he 
hath  said:  because  ye  have  sinned  against  the  Lord,  and  have 
not  obeyed  his  voice,  therefore  this  thing  is  come  upon  you. 
And  now,  behold,  I  loose  thee  this  day  from  the  chains  which 
were  upon  thine  hand.  If  it  seem  good  unto  thee  to  come  with 
me  into  Babylon,  come;  and  I  will  look  well  unto  thee:  but  if  it 
seem  ill  unto  thee  to  come  with  me  into  Babylon,  forbear:  be- 
hold, all  the  land  is  before  thee:  whither  it  seemeth  good  and 
convenient  for  thee  to  go,  thither  go/'  Now  while  he  was  not 
yet  gone  back,  he  said,  "Go  back  also  to  Gedaliah  the  son  of 
Ahikam  the  son  of  Shaphan,  whom  the  king  of  Babylon  hath 
made  governor  over  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  dwell  with  him 
among  the  people:  or  go  wheresoever  it  seemeth  convenient 
unto  thee  to  go."  So  the  captain  of  the  guard  gave  him  victuals 
and  a  reward,  and  let  him  go. 

Then  went  Jeremiah  unto  Gedaliah  the  son  of  Ahikam  to 
Mizpah;  and  dwelt  with  him  among  the  people  that  were  left 
in  the  land. 

JerewiaJi  Taken  to  Egypt 

Then  all  the  captains  of  the  forces,  and  Johanan  the  son  of 
Kareah,  and  Jezamah  the  son  of  Hoshaiah,  and  all  the  people 
from  the  least  even  unto  the  greatest,  came  near,  and  said  unto 
Jeremiah  the  prophet,  "Let,  we  beseech  thee,  our  supplication 
be  accepted  before  thee,  and  pray  for  us  unto  the  Lord  thy  God, 
even  for  all  this  remnant  (for  we  are  left  but  a  few  of  many,  as 
thine  eyes  do  behold  us):  that  the  Lord  thy  God  may  show  us 
the  way  wherein  we  may  walk,  and  the  thing  that  we  may  do." 

Then  Jeremiah  the  prophet  said  unto  them,  "I  have  heard 
you;  behold,  I  will  pray  unto  the  Lord  your  God  according  to 
your  words;  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  whatsoever  thing  the 
Lord  shall  answer  you,  I  will  declare  it  unto  you;  I  will  keep 
nothing  back  from  you/ 

Then  they  said  to  Jeremiah,  "The  Lord  be  a  true  and  faithful 
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witness  between  us,  if  we  do  not  even  according  to  all  things 
for  the  which  the  Lord  tky  God  shall  send  thee  to  us.  Whether 
it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil,  we  will  obey  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  our  God,  to  whom  we  send  thee;  that  it  may  be  well  with 
us,  when  we  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord  our  God." 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  ten  days  that  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  unto  Jeremiah.  Then  called  he  Johanan  the  son  of  Kareah, 
and  all  the  captains  of  the  forces  which  were  with  him,  and  all 
the  people  from  the  least  even  to  the  greatest,  and  said  unto  them, 

"Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  unto  whom  ye  sent 
me  to  present  your  supplication  before  him:  'If  ye  will  still 
abide  in  this  land,  then  will  I  build  you,  and  not  pull  you  down, 
and  I  will  plant  you,  and  not  pluck  you  up:  for  I  repent  me  of 
the  evil  that  I  have  done  unto  you.  Be  not  afraid  of  the  king  of 
Babylon,  of  whom  ye  are  afraid;  be  not  afraid  of  him/  saith  the 
Lord:  'for  I  am  with  you  to  save  you,  and  to  deliver  you  from 
his  hand.  And  I  will  show  mercies  unto  you,  that  he  may  have 
mercy  upon  you,  and  cause  you  to  return  to  your  own  land. 

"'But  if  ye  say,  "We  will  not  dwell  in  this  land,  neither  obey 
the  voice  of  the  Lord  your  God,"  saying,  "No;  but  we  will  go 
into  the  land  of  Egypt,  where  we  shall  see  no  war,  nor  hear  the 
sound  of  the  trumpet,  nor  have  hunger  of  bread;  and  there  will 
we  dwell,"  now  therefore  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  remnant 
of  Judah':  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel:  If  ye 
wholly  set  your  faces  to  enter  into  Egypt,  and  go  to  sojourn 
there:  then  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  the  sword,  which  ye 
feared,  shall  overtake  you  there  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  the 
famine,  whereof  ye  were  afraid,  shall  follow  close  after  you 
there  in  Egypt;  and  there  ye  shall  die.  So  shall  it  be  with  all  the 
men  that  set  their  faces  to  go  into  Egypt  to  sojourn  there;  they 
shall  die  by  the  sword,  by  the  famine,  and  by  the  pestilence: 
and  none  of  them  shall  remain  or  escape  from  the  evil  that  I  will 
bring  upon  them/  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of 
Israel:  'As  mine  anger  and  my  fury  hath  been  poured  forth  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem;  so  shall  my  fury  be  poured  forth 
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upon  you,  when  ye  shall  enter  into  Egypt:  and  ye  stall  be  an 
execration,  and  an  astonishment,  and  a  curse,  and  a  reproach; 
and  ye  shall  see  this  place  no  more/ 

"The  Lord  hath  said  concerning  you,  O  ye  remnant  of  Judah: 
'Go  ye  not  into  Egypt':  know  certainly  that  I  have  admonished 
you  this  day.  For  ye  dissembled  in  your  hearts,  when  ye  sent 
me  unto  the  Lord  your  God,  saying,  Tray  for  us  unto  the  Lord 
our  God;  and  according  unto  all  that  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
say,  so  declare  unto  us,  and  we  will  do  it. '  And  now  I  have  this 
day  declared  it  to  you;  but  ye  have  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  your  God,  nor  any  thing  for  the  which  he  hath  sent  me 
unto  you.  Now  therefore  know  certainly  that  ye  shall  die  by 
the  sword,  by  the  famine,  and  by  the  pestilence,  in  the  place 
whither  ye  desire  to  go  and  to  sojourn." 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  Jeremiah  had  made  an  end  of 
speaking  unto  all  the  people  all  the  words  of  the  Lord  their 
God,  for  which  the  Lord  their  God  had  sent  him  to  them,  even 
all  these  words,  then  spoke  Azariah  the  son  of  Hoshaiah,  and 
Johanan  the  son  of  Kareah,  and  all  the  proud  men,  saying  unto 
Jeremiah, 

"Thou  speakest  falsely:  the  Lord  our  God  hath  not  sent  thee 
to  say,  'Go  not  into  Egypt  to  sojourn  there':  but  Baruch  the 
son  of  Neriah  setteth  thee  on  against  us,  for  to  deliver  us  into 
the  hand  of  the  Chaldeans,  that  they  might  put  us  to  death,  and 
carry  us  away  captives  into  Babylon." 

So  Johanan  the  son  of  Kareah,  and  all  the  captains  of  the 
forces,  and  all  the  people,  obeyed  not  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  to 
dwell  in  the  land  of  Judah.  But  Johanan  the  son  of  Kareah,  and 
all  the  captains  of  the  forces,  took  all  the  remnant  of  Judah, 
that  were  returned  from  all  nations,  whither  they  had  been 
driven,  to  dwell  in  the  land  of  Judah:  even  men,  and  women, 
and  children,  and  the  king's  daughters,  and  every  person  that 
Nebuzar-adan  the  captain  of  the  guard  had  left  with  Gedaliah 
the  son  of  Ahikam  the  son  of  Shaphan,  and  Jeremiah  the  prophet 
and  Baruch  the  son  of  Neriah. 
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So  they  came  into  the  land  of  Egypt:  for  they  obeyed  not  the 
voice  of  the  Lord:  thus  came  they  even  to  Tahpanhes. 

Jcnmiatis  Book  on  Babylon 

The  word  which  Jeremiah  the  prophet  commanded  Seraiah 
the  son  of  Neriah,the  son  of  Maaseiah,  when  he  went  with  Zed- 
ekiah  the  king  of  Judah  into  Babylon  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
reign.  And  this  Seraiah  was  a  quiet  prince.  So  Jeremiah  wrote 
in  a  book  all  the  evil  that  should  come  upon  Babylon,  even  all 
these  words  that  are  written  against  Babylon.  And  Jeremiah 
said  to  Seraiah,  "When  thou  comest  to  Babylon,  and  shalt  see, 
and  shalt  read  all  these  words;  then  shalt  thou  say,  'O  Lord, 
thou  hast  spoken  against  this  place,  to  cut  it  off,  that  none  shall 
remain  in  it,  neither  man  nor  beast,  but  that  it  shall  be  desolate 
for  ever. '  And  it  shall  be,  when  thou  hast  made  an  end  of  read- 
ing this  book,  that  thou  shalt  bind  a  stone  to  it,  and  cast  it  into 
the  midst  of  Euphrates:  and  thou  shalt  say,  'Thus  shall  Babylon 
sink,  and  shall  not  rise  from  the  evil  that  I  will  bring  upon  her: 
and  they  shall  be  weary/"  Thus  far  are  the  words  of  Jeremiah. 
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THE    ANONYMOUS    BOOK   OF  LAMENTATIONS attributed  to  ] 

miah  mainly  because  of  its  subjed,  the  Fall  of  Jerusalem? — carries 
thing  of  the  prophetic  spirit  but  is  essentially  a  highly  artificial  literary 
produd  in  the  form  of  an  elaborate  dirge  adapted  for  professional  mourn- 
ers. In  the  original,  the  poem  is  an  acrostic,  each  line  beginning  with  a 
different  letter  of  the  alphabet,  and  the  lines  are  arranged  in  regular 
triplets  or  couplets,  the  whole  carefully  divided  to  form  a  series  of  dirges 
within  a  dirge.  Unfortunately,  little  idea  of  this  complicated  strudure  is 
conveyed  by  the  King  James  translation.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  mournful  emotions  aroused  by  the  most  tragic  event  in  Jew- 
ish history  is  extremely  well  conveyed.  The  poem  is  a  good  illustration  of 
the  truth  to  which  such  modern  forms  as  the  sonnet  bear  witness:  that 
stridness  of  pattern  is  not  necessarily  any  impediment  to  the  expression  of 
emotional  sincerity. 
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How  doth  the  city  sit  solitary,  that  was  full  of  people! 

How  is  she  lecome  as  a  widow!  she  that  was  great  among  the  nations, 

And  princess  among  the  provinces,  how  is  she  lecome  tributary! 

She  weepeth  sore  in  the  night,  and  her  tears  are  on  her  cheeks; 
Among  all  her  lovers  she  hath  none  to  comfort  her; 
All  her  friends  have  dealt  treacherously  with  her,  they  are  become  her 
enemies. 

Judah  is  gone  into  captivity  lecause  ofafflidion,  and  lecause  of  great 

servitude; 

She  dwelleth  among  the  heathen,  shefindeth  no  rest: 
All  her  persecutors  overtook  her  letween  the  straits. 

The  ways  ofZion  do  mourn,  lecause  none  come  to  the  solemn  feasts: 
All  her  gates  are  desolate:  her  priests  sigh, 
Her  virgins  are  afflidcd,  and  she  is  in  Bitterness. 

Her  adversaries  are  the  chief,  her  enemies  prosper; 

For  the  Lord  hath  afflidcd  her  for  the  multitude  of  her  transgressions: 

Her  children  are  gone  into  captivity  lefore  the  enemy. 

And  from  the  daughter  ofZion  all  her  leauty  is  departed: 
Her  princes  are  become  like  harts  that  find  no  pasture, 
And  they  are  gone  without  strength  lefore  the  pursuer. 

Jerusalem  remembered  in  the*  days  of  her  affliction  and  of  her  miseries 
all  her  pleasant  things  that  she  had  in  the  days  of  old; 

When  her  people  fell  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  none  did  help 
her, 

The  adversaries  saw  her,  and  did  mock  at  her  sabbaths. 
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Jerusalem  hath  grievously  sinned:  therefore  she  is  removed. 
All  that  honoured  her  despise  her,  because  they  have  seen  her  naked- 
ness: 
Yea,  she  sigheth,  and  turneth  backward. 

Her  filthiness  is  in  her  skirts;  she  remembereth  not  her  last  end; 

Therefore  she  came  doum  wonderfully:  she  had  no  comforter. 

"Q  Lord,  behold  my  afflidion:  for  the  enemy  hath  magnified  himself." 

The  adversary  hath  spread  out  his  hand  upon  all  her  pleasant  things: 
For  she  hath  seen  that  the  heathen  entered  into  her  sanduary, 
Whom  thou  didst  command  that  they  should  not  enter  into  thy  con" 
grcgation. 

All  her  people  sigh,  they  seek  Iread; 

They  have  given  their  pleasant  things  for  meat  to  relieve  the  soul: 

"See,  O  Lord,  and  consider;  for  I  am  become  vile. 

Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pass  loyt 

Behold,  and  see  if  there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow, 

which  is  done  unto  me, 
Wherewith  the  Lord  hath  ajflided  me  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger. 

From  above  hath  he  sent  fire  into  my  bones,  and  it  prcvaileth  against 

them: 

He  hath  spread  a  net  for  my  feet,  he  hath  turned  me  hack: 
He  hath  made  me  desolate  and  faint  all  the  day. 

The  yoke  of  my  transgressions  is  hound  hy  his  hand:  they  are 

wreathed, 

And  come  up  upon  my  neck:  he  hath  made  my  strength  to  fall; 
The  Lord  hath  delivered  me  into  their  hands,  from  whom  I  am  not 

able  to  rise  up. 

The  Lord  hath  trodden  under  foot  all  my  mighty  men  in  the  midst 

of  me: 

He  hath  called  an  assembly  against  me  to  crush  my  young  men: 
The  Lord  hath  trodden  the  virgin,  the  daughter  ofjudah,  as  in  a 

winepress. 
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For  these  things  I  weep;  mine  eye}  mine  eye  runneth  down  with  water, 
Because  the  comforter  that  should  relieve  my  soul  is  far  from  me: 
My  children  are  desolate,  because  the  enemy  prevailed. " 

Zion  spreadeth  forth  her  hands,  and  there  is  none  to  comfort  her: 
The  Lord  hath  commanded  concerning  Jacob,  that  his  adversaries 

should  fre  round  about  him: 
Jerusalem  is  as  a  menstruous  woman  among  them. 

"The  Lord  is  righteous;  for  I  have  rebelled  against  his  commandment: 
Hear,  I  pray  you,  all  people,  and  Toehold  my  sorrow: 
My  virgins  and  my  young  men  are  gone  into  captivity. 

I  called  for-my  lovers,  lut  they  deceived  me: 

My  priests  and  mine  elders  gave  up  the  ghost  in  the  city, 

While  they  sought  their  meat  to  relieve  their  souls. 

Behold,  O  Lord;  for  I  am  in  distress:  my  bowels  are  troubled; 
Mine  heart  is  turned  within  me;  for  I  have  grievously  rebelled: 
Abroad  the  sword  lereaveth,  at  home  there  is  as  death. 

They  have  heard  that  I  sigh:  there  is  none  to  comfort  me: 

All  mine  enemies  have  heard  of  my  trouble;  they  are  glad  that  thou 

hast  done  it: 
Thou  wilt  bring  the  day  that  thou  hast  called,  and  they  shall  le  like 

unto  me. 

Let  all  their  wickedness  come  before  thee; 
And  do  unto  them,  as  thou  hast  done  unto  me  for  all  my  trans- 
gressions: 
For  my  sighs  are  many,  and  my  heart  is  faint." 

ii 

How  hath  the  Lord  covered  the  daughter  ofZion  with  a  cloud  in 

his  anger, 

And  cast  down  from  heaven  unto  the  earth  the  beauty  of  Israel, 
And  remembered  not  his  footstool  in  the  day  of  his  anger! 

The  Lord  hath  swallowed  up  all  the  habitations  of  Jacob,  and  hath 
not  pitied: 
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He  hath  thrown  down  in  IMS  wrath  the  strong  holds  of  the  daughter 

ofjudah; 
He  hath  brought  them  down  to  the  ground:  he  hath  polluted  the 

kingdom  and  the  princes  thereof. 

He  hath  cut  off  in  his  fierce  anger  all  the  horn  of  Israel: 
He  hath  drawn  lack  his  right  hand  from  before  the  enemy, 
And  he  turned  against  Jacob  like  a  flaming  fire,  which  devoureth 
round  about. 

He  hath  tent  his  how  like  an  enemy:  he  stood  with  his  right  hand  as 

an  adversary, 
And  slew  all  that  were  pleasant  to  the  eye  in  the  tabernacle  of  the 

daughter  ofZion: 
He  poured  out  his  fury  like  fire. 

The  Lord  was  as  an  enemy:  he  hath  swallowed  up  Israel, 

He  hath  swallowed  up  all  her  palaces:  he  hath  destroyed  his  strong 

holds, 

And  hath  increased  in  the  daughter  ofjudah  mourning  and  lamen- 
tation. 

And  he  hath  violently  taken  away  his  tabernacle,  as  if  it  were  of  a 

garden: 
He  hath  destroyed  his  places  of  the  assembly:  the  Lord  hath  caused 

the  solemn  feasts  and  sabbaths  to  l>c  forgotten  in  Zion, 
And  hath  despised  in  the  indignation  of  his  anger  the  king  and  the 

priest. 

The  Lord  hath  cast  off  his  altar 3  he  hath  abhorred  his  sanduary, 
He  hath  given  up  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy  the  walls  of  her 

palaces; 
They  have  made  a  noise  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  as  in  the  day  of  a 

solemn  feast. 

The  Lord  hath  purposed  to  destroy  the  wall  of  the  daughter  of 

Zion: 
He  hath  stretched  out  a  line,  he  hath  not  withdrawn  his  hand  from 

destroying: 
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Therefore  he  made  the  rampart  and  the  u>all  to  lament;  they  lan- 
guished together. 

Her  gates  are  sunk  into  the  ground;  lie  hath  destroyed  and  broken 

her  tars: 
Her  king  and  her  princes  are  among  the  Gentiles:  the  law  is  no 

more; 
Her  prophets  also  find  no  vision  from  the  Lord. 

The  elders  of  the  daughter  ofZion  sit  upon  the  ground,  and  keep 
silence: 

They  hare  cast  up  dust  upon  their  heads;  they  have  girded  them- 
selves with  sackcloth: 

The  virgins  of  Jerusalem  hang  down  their  heads  to  the  ground. 

Mine  eyes  do  fail  with  tears,  my  bowels  are  troubled, 

My  liver  is  poured  upon  the  earth,  for  the  destruction  of  the  daugh" 

ter  of  my  people; 
Because  the  children  and  the  sucklings  swoon  in  the  streets  of  the 

city. 

They  say  to  their  mothers,  "Where  is  corn  and  wine?" 
When  they  swooned  as  the  wounded  in  the  streets  of  the  city, 
When  their  soul  was  poured  out  into  their  mothers'  losom. 

What  thing  shall  I  take  to  witness  for  thee?  what  thing  shall  I 

liken  to  thee,  O  daughter  of  Jerusalem? 
What  shall  I  egual  to  thee,  that  I  may  comfort  thee,  O  virgin 

daughter  o/Zion? 
For  thy  breach  is  great  like  the  sea:  who  can  heal  thee? 

Thy  prophets  have  seen  vain  and  foolish  things  for  thee: 

And  they  have  not  discovered  thine  iniquity,  to  turn  away  thy 

captivity; 
But  have  seen  for  thee  false  burdens  and  causes  of  banishment. 

All  that  pass  by  clap  their  hands  at  thee; 
They  hiss  and  wag  their  head  at  the  daughter  of  Jerusalem, 
Saying,  "Is  this  the  city  that  men  call  the  perfedion  of  beauty, 
The  joy  of  the  whole  earth?" 
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All  thine  enemies  have  opened  their  mouth  against  tliee: 

They  hiss  and  gnash  the  teeth:  they  say,  "We  have  swallowed  her 

W- 
Certainly  this  is  the  day  that  we  looked  for; 

We  have  found,  we  have  seen  it.  " 

The  Lord  hath  done  that  which  he  had  devised; 

He  hath  fulfilled  his  word  that  he  had  commanded  in  the  days  of 

old: 

He  hath  thrown  down,  and  hath  not  pitied: 
And  he  hath  caused  thine  enemy  to  rejoice  over  thee, 
He  hath  set  up  the  horn  of  thine  adversaries. 

Their  heart  cried  unto  the  Lord,  O  wall  of  the  daughter  ofZion, 

Let  tears  run  down  like  a  river  day  and  night: 

Give  thyself  no  rest;  let  not  the  apple  of  thine  eye  cease. 

Arise,  cry  out  in  the  night,  in  the  beginning  of  the  watches; 
Pour  out  thine  heart  like  water  before  the  face  of  the  Lord:  lift  up 

thy  hands  toward  him 
For  the  life  of  thy  young  children,  that  faint  for  hunger  in  the  top  of 

every  street. 

Behold,  O  Lord,  and  consider  to  whom  thou  hast  done  this. 
Shall  the  women  eat  their  fruit,  and  children  of  a  span  long? 
Shall  the  priest  and  the  prophet  J?e  slain  in  the  san&uary  of  the  Lord? 

The  young  and  the  old  lie  on  the  ground  in  the  streets: 
My  virgins  and  my  young  men  are  fallen  }yy  the  sword; 
Thou  hast  slain  them  in  the  day  of  thine  anger;  thou  hast  hilled, 
and  not  pitied. 

Thou  hast  called  as  in  a  solemn  day  my  terrors  round  ahout, 
So  that  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger  none  escaped  nor  remained: 
Those  that  I  have  swaddled  and  Irought  up  hath  mine  enemy  con- 
sumed. 


m> 


I  am  the  man  that  hath  seen  affliction  ly  the  rod  of  his  wrath. 
He  hath  led  me,  and  brought  me  into  darkness,  lut  not  into  light. 
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Surely  against  me  is  he  turned;  he  turneth  his  hand  against  me  all 
the  day. 

"My  flesh  and  my  skin  hath  he  made  old;  he  hath  Iroken  my  bones. 
He  hath  buildcd  against  me}  and  compassed  me  with  gall  and  travail. 
He  hath  set  me  in  dark  places,  as  they  that  le  dead  of  old. 

He  hath  hedged  me  about,  that  I  cannot  get  out:  he  hath  made  my 

chain  heavy. 

Also  when  I  cry  and  shout,  he  shutteth  out  my  -prayer. 
He  hath  inclosed  my  ways  with  hewn  stone,  he  hath  made  my  paths 

crooked. 

He  was  unto  me  as  a  lear  lying  in  wait,  and  as  a  lion  in  secret 

places. 
He  hath  turned  aside  my  ways,  and  pulled  me  in  pieces:  he  hath 

made  me  desolate. 
He  hath  lent  his  low,  and  set  me  as  a  mark  for  the  arrow. 

He  hath  caused  the  arrows  of  his  quiver  to  enter  into  my  reins. 
I  was  a  derision  to  all  my  people;  and  their  song  all  the  day. 
He  hath  filled  me  with  bitterness,  he  hath  made  me  drunken  with 
wormwood. 

He  hath  also  broken  my  teeth  with  gravel  stones,  he  hath  covered  me 

with  ashes. 
And  thou  hast  removed  my  soul  far  ojffrom  peace:  I  forgot  pros- 

perity. 
And  I  said,  "My  strength  and  my  hope  is  perished  from  the  Lord" : 

R.emembering  mine  afflidion  and  my  misery,  the  wormwood  and  the 

gall. 

My  soul  hath  them  still  in  remembrance,  and  is  humloled  in  me. 
This  I  recall  to  my  mind,  therefore  have  I  hope. 

It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies  that  we  are  not  consumed,  because  his 

compassions  fail  not. 

They  are  new  every  morning:  great  is  thy  faithfulness. 
"The  Lord  is  my  portion, "  saith  my  soul;  "therefore  will  1  hope  in  him. 

[520] 
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The  Lord  is  good  unto  them  that  wait  for  him,  to  the  soul  that 
seeketh  him. 

It  is  good  that  a  -man  should  l)oth  hope  and  quietly  wait  for  the  sal- 
vation of  the  Lord. 

It  is  good  for  a  man  that  he  loear  the  yoke  in  his  youth. 

He  sitteth  alone  and  Izeepeth  silence,  because  he  hath  lorne  it  upon 

him. 

He  putteth  his  mouth  in  the  dust;  if  so  he  there  may  fee  hope. 
Hegiveth  his  cheek  to  him  that  smiteth  him:  he  is  filled  full  with 

reproach. 

For  the  Lord  will  not  cast  off  for  ever: 

But  though  he  cause  grief,  yet  will  he  have  compassion  according  to 

the  multitude  of  his  mercies. 
For  he  doth  not  ajfliSt  willingly  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men. 

To  crush  under  his  feet  all  the  prisoners  of  the  earth, 

To  turn  aside  the  right  of  a  man  before  the  face  of  the  most  High, 

To  subvert  a  man  in  his  cause,  the  Lord  approveth  not. 

\Vho  is  he  that  saith,  and  it  cometh  to  pass,  when  the  Lord  com- 

mandeth  it  not? 

Out  of  the  mouth  of  the  most  High  proceedeth  not  evil  and  good? 
"Wherefore  doth  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  for  the  punishment 

of  his  sins? 

Let  us  search  and  try  our  ways,  and  turn  again  to  the  Lord. 
Let  us  lift  up  our  heart  with  our  hands  unto  God  in  the  heavens. 
We  have  transgressed  and  have  rebelled:  thou  hast  not  pardoned. 

Thou  hast  covered  with  anger,  and  persecuted  us:  thou  hast  slain, 

thou  hast  not  pitied. 
Thou  hast  covered  thyself  with  a  cloud,  that  our  prayer  should  not 

pass  through. 
Thou  hast  made  us  as  the  off-scouring  and  refuse  in  the  midst  of 

the  people. 
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All  our  enemies  have  opened  their  woutks  against  us. 
Fear  and  a  snare  is  come  upon  us,  desolation  and  destruction. 
Mine  eye  runneth  down  with  rivers  of  water  for  the  destruction  of 
the  daughter  of  my  people. 

Mine  eye  trickleth  down,  and  ceaseth  not,  without  any  intermis- 
sion, 

Till  the  Lord  look  down,  and  hehold  from  heaven. 
Mine  eye  affedeth  mine  heart  because  of  all  the  daughters  of  my  city. 

Mine  enemies  chased  me  sore,  like  a  lird,  without  cause. 

They  have  cut  off  my  life  in  the  dungeon,  and  cast  a  stone  upon  me. 

Waters  flowed  over  mine  head',  then  I  said3  "I  am  cut  off." 

I  called  upon  thy  name,  O  Lord,  out  of  the  low  dungeon. 

Thou  hast  heard  my  voice:  "Hide  not  thine  ear  at  my  Ireathing,  at 

my  cry." 
Thou  drewest  near  in  the  day  that  I  called  upon  thee:  thou  saidst, 

"Fear  not." 

O  Lord,  thou  hast  pleaded  the  causes  of  my  soul;  thou  hast  re-" 

deemed  my  life. 

O  Lord,  thou  hast  seen  my  wrong:  judge  thou  my  cause. 
Thou  hast  seen  all  their  vengeance  and  all  their  imaginations  against 

me. 

Thou  hast  heard  their  reproach,  O  Lord,  and  all  their  imagina- 
tions against  me; 

The  lips  of  those  that  rose  up  against  me,  and  their  device  against 
me  all  the  day. 

Behold  their  sitting  down,  and  their  rising  up;  I  am  their  music. 

Render  unto  them  a  recompense,  O  Lord,  according  to  the  work  of 

their  hands. 

Give  them  sorrow  of  heart,  thy  curse  unto  them. 
Persecute  and  destroy  them  in  anger  from  under  the  heavens  of  the 

Lord. 
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IV 

How  is  the  gold  become  dim!  how  is  the  most  fine  gold  changed! 
The  stones  of  the  sanftuary  arc  poured  out  in  the  top  of  every  street. 

The  precious  sons  ofZion,  comparable  to  fine  gold, 
How  are  they  esteemed  as  earthen  pitchers,  the  work  of  the  hands  of 
the  potter! 

Even  the  sea  monsters  draw  out  the  breast3  they  give  suck  to  their 

young  ones: 
The  daughter  of  my  people  is  become  cruel3  like  the  ostriches  in  the 

wilderness. 

The  tongue  of  the  sucking  child  cleaveth  to  the  roof  of  his  mouth  for 

thirst: 
The  young  children  ask  bread,  and  no  man  Ireaketh  it  unto  them. 

They  that  did  feed  delicately  are  desolate  in  the  streets: 
They  that  were  brought  up  in  scarlet  embrace  dunghills. 

For  the  punishment  of  the  iniquity  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  is 

greater  than  the  punishment  of  the  sin  of  Sodom, 
That  was  overthrown  as  in  a  moment,  and  no  hands  stayed  on  her. 

Her  l^_azarites  were  purer  than  snow,  they  were  whiter  than  milk, 
They  were  more  ruddy  in  body  than  rubies,  their  polishing  was  of 
sapphire: 

Their  visage  is  blacker  than  a  coal;  they  are  not  known  in  the  streets: 
Their  skin  cleaveth  to  their  bones;  it  is  withered,  it  is  become  like  a 
stick. 

They  that  be  slain  with  the  sword  are  better  than  they  that  be  slain 

with  hunger: 
For  these  pine  away,  stricken  through  for  want  of  the  fruits  of  the 

field. 

The  hands  of  the  pitiful  women  have  sodden  their  own  children: 
They  were  their  meat  in  the  destruction  of  the  daughter  of  my  peo- 
ple. 
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The  Lord  hath  accomplished  his  fury;  he  hath  poured  out  his  fierce 
anger, 

And  hath  kindled  a  fire  in  Zion,  and  it  hath  devoured  the  founda- 
tions thereof. 

The  kings  of  the  earth,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world, 
Would  not  have  Relieved  that  the  adversary  and  the  enemy  should 
have  entered  into  the  gates  of  Jerusalem. 

For  the  sins  of  her  prophets,  and  the  iniquities  of  her  priests, 
That  have  shed  the  blood  of  the  just  in  the  midst  of  her, 

They  have  wandered  as  Hind  men  in  the  streets, 
They  have  polluted  themselves  with  Hood,  so  that  men  could  not 
touch  their  garments. 

They  cried  unto  them, 

'    "Depart  ye;  it  is  unclean;  depart,  depart,  touch  not" : 
When  they  fled  away  and  wandered,  they  said  among  the  heathen, 
"They  shall  no  more  sojourn  there" 

The  anger  of  the  Lord  hath  divided  them;  he  will  no  more  regard 

them: 
They  respe&ed  not  the  persons  of  the  priests,  they  favoured  not  the 

elders. 

As  for  us,  our  eyes  as  yet  failed  for  our  vain  help: 

In  our  watching  we  have  watched  for  a  nation  that  could  not  save  us. 

They  hunt  our  steps,  that  we  cannot  go  in  our  streets: 
Our  end  is  near,  our  days  are  fulfilled;  for  our  end  is  come. 

Our  persecutors  are  swifter  than  the  eagles  of  the  heaven: 
They  pursued  us  upon  the  mountains,  they  laid  wait  for  us  in  the 
wilderness. 

The  Ireath  of  our  nostrils,  the  anointed  of  the  Lord,  was  taken  in 

their  pits, 
Of  whom  we  said,  "Under  his  shadow  we  shall  live  among  the 

heathen." 
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Rejoice  and  keglacl,  O  daughter  ofEdotn,  that  dwcllest  in  the  land 
ofUz; 

The  cup  also  shall  pass  through  unto  thee:  thou  shalt  be  drunken, 
and  shall  make  thyself  naked. 

The  punishment  of  thine  iniquity  is  accomplished,  O  daughter  of 
Zion;  he  will  no  more  carry  thee  away  into  captivity: 

He  will  visit  thine  iniquity,  O  daughter  ofEdom;  he  will  discover 
thy  sins. 


Remember,  O  Lord,  what  is  come  upon  us: 
Consider,  and  behold  our  reproach. 

Our  inheritance  is  turned  to  strangers, 
Our  houses  to  aliens. 


are  orphans  and  fatherless, 
Our  mothers  are  as  widows. 

We  have  drunken  our  water  for  money; 
Our  wood  is  sold  unto  us. 

Our  necks  are  under  persecution: 
Vie  labour,  and  have  no  rest. 

We  have  given  the  hand  to  the  Egyptians, 

And  to  the  Assyrians,  to  be  satisfied  with  bread. 

Our  fathers  have  sinned,  and  are  not; 
And  we  have  home  their  iniquities. 

Servants  have  ruled  over  us: 

There  is  none  that  doth  deliver  us  out  of  their  hand. 

We  got  our  bread  with  the  peril  of  our  lives 
Because  of  the  sword  of  the  wilderness. 

Our  skin  was  black  like  an  oven 
Because  of  the  terrible  famine. 
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They  ravished  the  women  in  Zion, 
And,  the  maids  in  the  cities  ofjudah. 

Princes  are  hanged  up  Try  their  hand: 
The  faces  of  elders  were  not  honoured. 

They  took  the  young  men  to  grind, 
And  the  children  fell  under  the  wood. 

The  elders  have  ceased  from  the  gate, 
The  young  -men  from  their  music. 

The  joy  of  our  heart  is  ceased; 
Our  dance  is  turned  into  mourning. 

The  crown  is  fallen  from  our  head: 
Woe  unto  us,  that  we  have  sinned! 

For  this  our  heart  is  faint; 

For  these  things  our  eyes  are  dim. 

Because  of  the  mountain  ofZion,  which  is  desolate, 
The  foxes  walk  upon  it. 

Thou,  O  Lord,  rcmaincstfor  ever; 

Thy  throne  from  generation  to  generation. 

'Wherefore  dost  thou  forget  us  for  ever, 
And  forsake  us  so  long  time? 

Turn  thou  us  unto  thce,  O  Lord,  and  we  shall  le  turned; 
Renew  our  days  as  of  old. 

But  thou  hast  utterly  rejected  us; 
Thou  art  very  wroth  against  us. 


[5*6] 


THE  BOOK  OF 
THE  PROPHET  EZEKIEL 

OF  THE  THREE  GREAT  PROPHETS,  Isaiah  was  primarily  the  poet, 
Jeremiah  the  preacher,  and  E%ekiel  the  mystic.  The  work  of  the  third 
offers  -peculiar  difficulties  to  comprehension  or  appreciation,  yet  is  in  some 
ways  the  most  fascinating  of  all.  E^ekiel's  excessive  devotion  to  symbol" 
ism  and  dumb  show  seems  at  times  puerile  and  at  times  repellent,  lut 
out  of  it  came  the  beautiful  literary  form  of  the  parable;  his  fantastic 
visions  are  often  so  obscure  as  to  be  almost  meaningless  tut  they  exer- 
cised a  dire<S  and  power/ill  influence  on  such  later  works  as  the  Boole  of 
Daniel,  the  Book  of  Revelation,  Dante's  "Paradiso"  Milton's  Para- 
dise Lost,  and  the  Prophetical  Books  of  William  Blake;  his  style  is  often 
utterly  prosaic  lut  is  capable  of  such  deep  pathos  as  that  of  his  dirge  over 
Egypt  or  of  rising  to  such  splendor  of  poetic  expression  as  is  seen  in  his 
Lamentation  for  Tyre;  his  emphasis  wpon  personal  responsibility  was  so 
great  as  to  lead  him  to  rejefl  the  favorite  Jewish  dodrine  of  vicarious 
righteousness,  lut  on  the  other  hand  he  elaborated  the  system  of  ritual 
and  ceremony  that  became  the  very  basis  of  formal  Judaism. 

Of  all  his  contradictory  achievements,  it  was  this  last  on  which  E#ekiel5 
literally  a  priest  and  spiritually  half-priest,  half-prophet,  himself  laid  the 
greatest  stress.  Among  the  jirst  of  those  carried  into  Babylonia,  he  passed 
his  life  among  the  exiles,  and  it  u>as  his  special  mission  to  maintain  their 
morale  by  the  use  of  every  possible  way  of  approach,  this  singleness  of  pur- 
pose supplying  an  underlying  unity  to  the  exercise  of  his  diversified  tal- 
ents. And  of  all  the  means  that  he  employed,  it  was  the  development  of 
ritual  that  finally  proved  the  most  effedive.  The  ceremonial  chapters  of 
his  look,  however,  though  of  immense  historical  importance,  have  prac- 
tically no  literary  value  for  us  to-day;  they  are  therefore  omitted  from 
this  text. 
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EZEKIEL 


The  Vision  of  God 

Now  IT  CAME  TO  PASS  in  the  thirtieth  year,  in  the  fourth 
month,  in  the  fifth  day  of  the  month,  as  I  was  among  the 
captives  by  the  river  of  Chebar,  that  the  heavens  were  opened, 
and  I  saw  visions  of  God,  In  the  fifth  day  of  the  month,  which 
was  the  fifth  year  of  King  Jehoiachin's  captivity,  the  word  of 
the  Lord  came  expressly  unto  Ezekiel  the  priest,  the  son  of 
Buzi,  in  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans  by  the  river  Chebar;  and  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  was  there  upon  him. 

And  I  looked,  and,  behold,  a  whirlwind  came  out  of  the 
north,  a  great  cloud,  and  a  fire  infolding  itself,  and  a  brightness 
was  about  it,  and  out  of  the  midst  thereof  as  the  colour  of 
amber,  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire.  Also  out  of  the  midst  thereof 
came  the  likeness  of  four  living  creatures.  And  this  was  their 
appearance;  they  had  the  likeness  of  a  man.  And  every  one  had 
four  faces,  and  every  one  had  four  wings.  And  their  feet  were 
straight  feet;  and  the  sole  of  their  feet  was  like  the  sole  of  a 
calf  s  foot:  and  they  sparkled  like  the  colour  of  burnished  brass. 
And  they  had  the  hands  of  a  man  under  their  wings  on  their  four 
sides;  and  they  four  had  their  faces  and  their  wings.  Their  wings 
were  joined  one  to  another;  they  turned  not  when  they  went; 
they  went  every  one  straight  forward.  As  for  the  likeness  of 
their  faces,  they  four  had  the  face  of  a  man,  and  the  face  of  a  lion, 
on  the  right  side:  and  they  four  had  the  face  of  an  ox  on  the  left 
side;  they  four  also  had  the  face  of  an  eagle.  Thus  were  their 
faces:  and  their  wings  were  stretched  upward;  two  wings  of 
every  one  were  joined  one  to  another,  and  two  covered  their 
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bodies.  And  tkey  went  every  one  straight  forward:  wkitker  the 
spirit  was  to  go,  they  went;  and  they  turned  not  when  they 
went.  As  for  the  likeness  of  the  living  creatures,  their  appear- 
ance was  like  burning  coals  of  fire,  and  like  the  appearance  of 
lamps;  it  went  up  and  down  among  the  living  creatures;  and  the 
fixe  was  bright,  and  out  of  the  fixe  went  fortk  lightning.  And  the 
living  creatures  ran  and  returned  as  the  appearance  of  a  flask  of 
lightning. 

Now  as  I  beheld  the  living  creatures,  behold  one  wheel  upon 
the  earth  by  tke  living  creatures,  with  his  four  faces.  Tke  ap^ 
pearance  of  the  wheels  and  their  work  was  like  unto  the  colour 
of  a  beryl:  and  tkey  four  had  one  likeness:  and  their  appearance 
and  their  work  was  as  it  were  a  wkeel  in  tke  middle  of  a  wkeeL 
Wken  tkey  went,  tkey  went  upon  tkeir  four  sides:  and  tkey 
turned  not  wken  tkey  went.  As  for  tkeir  rings,  tkey  were  so 
kigk  tkat  tkey  were  dreadful;  and  tkeir  rings  were  full  of  eyes 
round  about  tkem  four.  And  wken  tke  living  creatures  went, 
tke  wkeels  went  by  tkem:  and  wken  tke  living  creatures  were 
lifted  up  from  tke  eartk,  tke  wkeels  were  lifted  up.  Wkitkerso- 
ever  tke  spirit  was  to  go,  tkey  went,  tkitker  was  tkeir  spirit  to 
go;  and  tke  wkeels  were  lifted  up  over  against  tkem:  for  tke 
spirit  of  tke  living  creature  was  in  tke  wkeels.  Wken  tkose 
went,  tkese  went;  and  wken  tkose  stood,  tkese  stood;  and  wken 
tkose  were  lifted  up  from  tke  eartk,  tke  wkeels  were  lifted  up 
over  against  tkem:  for  the  spirit  of  the  living  creature  was  in  the 
wheels.  And  the  likeness  of  tke  firmament  upon  tke  keads  of  tke 
living  creature  was  as  tke  colour  of  tke  terrible  crystal,  stretcked 
fortk  over  tkeir  keads  above.  And  under  tke  firmament  were 
tkeir  wings  straigkt,  tke  one  toward  tke  other:  every  one  kad 
two,  wkick  covered  on  tkis  side,  and  every  one  kad  two,  wkick 
covered  on  tkat  side,  tkeir  bodies.  And  wken  tkey  went,  I  keard 
tke  noise  of  tkeir  wings,  like  tke  noise  of  great  waters,  as  tke 
voice  of  tke  Almigkty,  tke  voice  of  speeck,  as  tke  noise  of  a 
kost:  wken  tkey  stood,  tkey  let  down  tkeir  wings.  And  tkere 
was  a  voice  from  tke  firmament  tkat  was  over  tkeir  keads,  wken 
tkey  stood,  and  kad  let  down  tkeir  wings* 
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And  above  the  firmament  that  was  over  their  heads  was  the 
likeness  of  a  throne,  as  the  appearance  of  a  sapphire  stone:  and 
upon  the  likeness  of  the  throne  was  the  likeness  as  the  appear- 
ance of  a  man  above  upon  it.  And  I  saw  as  the  colour  of  amber, 
as  the  appearance  of  fire  round  about  within  it,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  his  loins  even  upward,  and  from  the  appearance  of  his 
loins  even  downward,  I  saw  as  it  were  the  appearance  of  fire,  and 
it  had  brightness  round  about.  As  the  appearance  of  the  bow 
that  is  in  the  cloud  in  the  day  of  rain,  so  was  the  appearance  of 
the  brightness  round  about.  This  was  the  appearance  of  the 
likeness  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  And  when  I  saw  it,  I  fell  upon 
my  face,  and  I  heard  a  voice  of  one  that  spoke.  And  he  said  unto 
me, 

"Son  of  Man,  stand  upon  thy  feet,  and  I  will  speak  unto  thee/' 

And  the  spirit  entered  into  me  when  he  spoke  unto  me,  and 
set  me  upon  my  feet,  that  I  heard  him  that  spoke  unto  me.  And 
he  said  unto  me, 

"Son  of  Man,  I  send  thee  to  the  children  of  Israel,  to  a  rebel- 
lious nation  that  hath  rebelled  against  me:  they  and  their  fathers 
have  transgressed  against  me,  even  unto  this  very  day.  For  they 
are  impudent  children  and  stiffhearted.  I  do  send  thee  unto  them; 
and  thou  shalt  say  unto  them,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord  God/  And 
they,  whether  they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear  (for 
they  are  a  rebellious  house) ,  yet  shall  know  that  there  hath  been 
a  prophet  among  them. 

"And  thou,  Son  of  Man,  be  not  afraid  of  them,  neither  be 
afraid  of  their  words,  though  briers  and  thorns  be  with  thee, 
and  thou  dost  dwell  among  scorpions:  be  not  afraid  of  their 
words,  nor  be  dismayed  at  their  looks,  though  they  be  a  rebel- 
lious house.  And  thou  shalt  speak  my  words  unto  them,  whether 
they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear:  for  they  are  most 
rebellious.  But  thou,  Son  of  Man,  hear  what  I  say  unto  thee:  be 
not  thou  rebellious  like  that  rebellious  house:  open  thy  mouth, 
and  eat  that  I  give  thee/' 

And  when  I  looked,  behold,  a  hand  was  sent  unto  me;  and, 
lo,  a  roll  of  a  book  was  therein;  and  he  spread  it  before  me;  and 
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it  was  written  within  and  without:  and  there  was  written 
therein  lamentations,  and  mourning,  and  woe. 

Moreover  he  said  unto  me,  "Son  of  Man,  eat  that  thou  findest; 
eat  this  roll,  and  go  speak  unto  the  house  of  Israel." 

So  I  opened  my  mouth,  and  he  caused  me  to  eat  that  roll.  And 
he  said  unto  me, 

"Son  of  Man,  cause  thy  belly  to  eat,  and  fill  thy  bowels  with 
this  roll  that  I  give  thee." 

Then  did  I  eat  it;  and  it  was  in  my  mouth  as  honey  for  sweet- 
ness. And  he  said  unto  me, 

"Son  of  Man,  go,  get  thee  unto  the  house  of  Israel,  and  speak 
with  my  words  unto  them.  For  thou  art  not  sent  to  a  people  of 
a  strange  speech  and  of  a  hard  language,  but  to  the  house  of 
Israel;  not  to  many  people  of  a  strange  speech  and  of  a  hard 
language,  whose  words  thou  canst  not  understand.  Surely,  had 
I  sent  thee  to  them,  they  would  have  hearkened  unto  thee.  But 
the  house  of  Israel  will  not  hearken  unto  thee;  for  they  will  not 
hearken  unto  me:  for  all  the  house  of  Israel  are  impudent  and 
hardhearted.  Behold,  I  have  made  thy  face  strong  against  their 
faces,  and  thy  forehead  strong  against  their  foreheads.  As  an 
adamant  harder  than  flint  have  I  made  thy  forehead:  fear  them 
not,  neither  be  dismayed  at  their  looks,  though  they  be  a  rebel- 
lious house." 

Moreover  he  said  unto  me, 

"Son  of  Man,  all  my  words  that  I  shall  speak  unto  thee  receive 
in  thine  heart,  and  hear  with  thine  ears.  And  go,  get  thee  to 
them  of  the  captivity,  unto  the  children  of  thy  people,  and 
speak  unto  them,  and  tell  them,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord  God'; 
whether  they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear." 

Then  the  spirit  took  me  up,  and  I  heard  behind  me  a  voice  of 
a  great  rushing,  saying,  "Blessed  be  the  glory  of  the  Lord  from 
his  place."  I  heard  also  the  noise  of  the  wings  of  the  living  crea- 
tures that  touched  one  another,  and  the  noise  of  the  wheels  over 
against  them,  and  a  noise  of  a  great  rushing.  So  the  spirit  lifted 
me  up,  and  took  me  away,  and  I  went  in  bitterness,  in  the  heat 
of  my  spirit;  but  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  strong  upon  me. 
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Then  I  came  to  them  of  the  captivity  at  Tel-abib,  that  dwelt 
by  the  river  of  Chebar,  and  I  sat  where  they  sat,  and  remained 
there  astonished  among  them  seven  days. 

Tk  Symbolic  Sitgt  of  Jerusalem 

"Thou  also,  Son  of  Man,  take  thee  a  tile,  and  lay  it  before 
thee,  and  portray  upon  it  the  city,  even  Jerusalem:  and  lay  siege 
against  it,  and  build  a  fort  against  it,  and  cast  a  mount  against 
it;  set  the  camp  also  against  it,  and  set  battering  rams  against 
it  round  about.  Moreover  take  thou  unto  thee  an  iron  pan,  and 
set  it  for  a  wall  of  iron  between  thee  and  the  city:  and  set  thy 
face  against  it,  and  it  shall  be  besieged,  and  thou  shalt  lay  siege 
against  it.  This  shall  be  a  sign  to  the  house  of  Israel. 

"Lie  thou  also  upon  thy  left  side,  and  lay  the  iniquity  of  the 
house  of  Israel  upon  it:  according  to  the  number  of  the  days  that 
thou  shalt  lie  upon  it  thou  shalt  bear  their  iniquity.  For  I  have 
laid  upon  thee  the  years  of  their  iniquity,  according  to  the 
number  of  the  days,  three  hundred  and  ninety  days:  so  shalt  thou 
bear  the  iniquity  of  the  house  of  Israel  And  when  thou  hast  ac- 
complished them,  lie  again  on  thy  right  side,  and  thou  shalt  bear 
the  iniquity  of  the  house  of  Judah  forty  days:  I  have  appointed 
thee  each  day  for  a  year.  Therefore  thou  shalt  set  thy  face  to- 
ward the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  and  thine  arm  shall  be  uncovered, 
and  thou  shalt  prophesy  against  it.  And,  behold,  I  will  lay 
bands  upon  thee,  and  thou  shalt  not  turn  thee  from  one  side  to 
another,  till  thou  hast  ended  the  days  of  thy  siege.  Take  thou 
also  unto  thee  wheat,  and  barley,  and  beans,  and  lentils,  and 
millet,  and  fitches,  and  put  them  in  one  vessel,  and  make  thee 
bread  thereof,  according  to  the  number  of  the  days  that  thou 
shalt  lie  upon  thy  side,  three  hundred  and  ninety  days  shalt  thou 
eat  thereof.  And  thy  meat  which  thou  shalt  eat  shall  be  by 
weight,  twenty  shekels  a  day:  from  time  to  time  shalt  thou  eat 
it.  Thou  shalt  drink  also  water  by  measure,  the  sixth  part  of  a 
hin:  from  time  to  time  shalt  thou  drink.  And  thou  shalt  eat  it  as 
barley  cakes,  and  thou  shalt  bake  it  with  dung  that  cometh  out 
of  man,  in  their  sight/'  And  the  Lord  said,  "Even  thus  shall  the 
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children  of  Israel  eat  their  defiled  bread  among  the  Gentiles, 
whither  I  will  drive  them." 

Then  said  I,  "Ah  Lord  God!  behold,  my  soul  hath  not  been 
polluted:  for  from  my  youth  up  even  till  now  have  I  not  eaten 
of  that  which  dieth  of  itself,  or  is  torn  in  pieces;  neither  came 
there  abominable  flesh  into  my  mouth/' 

Then  he  said  unto  me,  "Lo,  I  have  given  thee  cow's  dung  for 
man's  dung,  and  thou  shalt  prepare  thy  bread  therewith/' 
Moreover  he  said  unto  me,  "Son  of  Man,  behold,  I  will  break 
the  staff  of  bread  in  Jerusalem:  and  they  shall  eat  bread  by 
weight,  and  with  care,  and  they  shall  drink  water  by  measure, 
and  with  astonishment,  that  they  may  want  bread  and  water, 
and  be  astonished  one  with  another,  and  consume  away  for 
their  iniquity. 

"And  thou,  Son  of  Man,  take  thee  a  sharp  knife,  take  thee  a 
barber's  razor,  and  cause  it  to  pass  upon  thine  head  and  upon 
thy  beard:  then  take  thee  balances  to  weigh,  and  divide  the  hair. 
Thou  shalt  burn  with  fire  a  third  part  in  the  midst  of  the  city, 
when  the  days  of  the  siege  are  fulfilled:  and  thou  shalt  take  a 
third  part,  and  smite  about  it  with  a  knife:  and  a  third  part  thou 
shalt  scatter  in  the  wind;  and  I  will  draw  out  a  sword  after 
them.  Thou  shalt  also  take  thereof  a  few  in  number,  and  bind 
them  in  thy  skirts.  Then  take  of  them  again,  and  cast  them  into 
the  midst  of  the  fire,  and  burn  them  in  the  fire;  for  thereof  shall 
a  fire  come  forth  into  all  the  house  of  Israel." 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  "This  is  Jerusalem:  I  have  set  it  in 
the  midst  of  the  nations  and  countries  that  are  round  about  her. 
And  she  hath  changed  my  judgments  into  wickedness  more  than 
the  nations,  and  my  statutes  more  than  the  countries  that  are 
round  about  her:  for  they  have  refused  my  judgments  and  my 
statutes,  they  have  not  walked  in  them." 

Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  "Because  ye  multiplied 
more  than  the  nations  that  are  round  about  you,  and  have  not 
walked  in  my  statutes,  neither  have  kept  my  judgments,  neither 
have  done  according  to  the  judgments  of  the  nations  that  are 
round  about  you,  behold,  I,  even  I,  am  against  thee,  and  will 
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execute  judgments  in  the  midst  of  tkee  in  the  sight  of  the 
nations.  And  I  will  do  in  tkee  that  which  I  have  not  done,  and 
whereunto  I  will  not  do  any  more  the  like,  because  of  all  thine 
abominations.  Therefore  the  fathers  shall  eat  the  sons  in  the 
midst  of  thee,  and  the  sons  shall  eat  their  fathers;  and  I  will 
execute  judgments  in  thee,  and  the  whole  remnant  of  thee  will 
I  scatter  into  all  the  winds. 

"Wherefore,  as  I  live/'  saith  the  Lord  God,  "surely,  because 
thou  hast  defiled  my  sanctuary  with  all  thy  detestable  things, 
and  with  all  thine  abominations,  therefore  will  I  also  diminish 
thee;  neither  shall  mine  eye  spare,  neither  will  I  have  any  pity. 
A  third  part  of  thee  shall  die  with  the  pestilence,  and  with 
famine  shall  they  be  consumed  in  the  midst  of  thee:  and  a  third 
part  shall  fall  by  the  sword  round  about  thee;  and  I  will  scatter 
a  third  part  into  all  the  winds,  and  I  will  draw  out  a  sword 
after  them.  Thus  shall  mine  anger  be  accomplished,  and  I  will 
cause  my  fury  to  rest  upon  them,  and  I  will  be  comforted:  and 
they  shall  know  that  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it  in  my  zeal,  when 
I  have  accomplished  my  fury  in  them.  Moreover  I  will  make  thee 
waste,  and  a  reproach  among  the  nations  that  are  round  about 
thee,  in  the  sight  of  all  that  pass  by.  So  it  shall  be  a  reproach  and 
a  taunt,  an  instruction  and  an  astonishment  unto  the  nations 
that  are  round  about  thee,  when  I  shall  execute  judgments  in 
thee  in  anger  and  in  fury  and  in  furious  rebukes.  I  the  Lord  have 
spoken  it/' 

Jerusalem  the  Harlot 

Again  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  "Son  of 
Man,  cause  Jerusalem  to  know  her  abominations,  and  say,  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God  unto  Jerusalem:  'Thy  birth  and  thy  nativity 
is  of  the  land  of  Canaan;  thy  father  was  an  Amorite,  and  thy 
mother  a  Hittite.  And  as  for  thy  nativity,  in  the  day  thou  wast 
born  thy  navel  was  not  cut,  neither  wast  thou  washed  in  water 
to  supple  thee;  thou  wast  not  salted  at  all,  nor  swaddled  at  all. 
None  eye  pitied  thee,  to  do  any  of  these  unto  thee,  to  have  conr 
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passion  upon  thee;  but  thou  wast  cast  out  in  the  open  field,  to 
the  loathing  of  thy  person,  in  the  day  that  thou  wast  born. 

"'  "And  when  I  passed  by  thee,  and  saw  thee  polluted  in  thine 
own  blood,  I  said  unto  thee  when  thou  wast  in  thy  blood, 
'Live';  yea,  I  said  unto  thee  when  thou  wast  in  thy  blood,  'Live. ' 
I  have  caused  thee  to  multiply  as  the  bud  of  the  field,  and  thou 
hast  increased  and  waxed  great,  and  thou  art  come  to  excellent 
ornaments:  thy  breasts  are  fashioned,  and  thine  hair  is  grown, 
whereas  thou  wast  naked  and  bare.  Now  when  I  passed  by  thee, 
and  looked  upon  thee,  behold,  thy  time  was  the  time  of  love; 
and  I  spread  my  skirt  over  thee,  and  covered  thy  nakedness: 
yea,  I  swore  unto  thee,  and  entered  into  a  covenant  with  thee," 
saith  the  Lord  God,  "and  thou  becamest  mine.  Then  washed  I 
thee  with  water;  yea,  I  thoroughly  washed  away  thy  blood 
from  thee,  and  I  anointed  thee  with  oil  I  clothed  thee  also  with 
broidered  work,  and  shod  thee  with  badgers'  skin,  and  I  girded 
thee  about  with  fine  linen,  and  I  covered  thee  with  silk  I  decked 
thee  also  with  ornaments,  and  I  put  bracelets  upon  thy  hands, 
and  a  chain  on  thy  neck  And  I  put  a  jewel  on  thy  forehead,  and 
earrings  in  thine  ears,  and  a  beautiful  crown  upon  thine  head 
Thus  wast  thou  decked  with  gold  and  silver;  and  thy  raiment 
was  of  fine  linen,  and  silk,  and  broidered  work;  thou  didst  eat 
fine  flour,  and  honey,  and  oil:  and  thou  wast  exceedingly  beautiful, 
and  thou  didst  prosper  into  a  kingdom.  And  thy  renown  went 
forth  among  the  heathen  for  thy  beauty:  for  it  was  perfect 
through  my  comeliness,  which  I  had  put  upon  thee,"  saith  the 
Lord  God, 

"'  "But  thou  didst  trust  in  thine  own  beauty,  and  playedst  the 
harlot  because  of  thy  renown,  and  pouredst  out  thy  fornications 
on  every  one  that  passed  by;  his  it  was.  And  of  thy  garments 
thou  didst  take,  and  deckedst  thy  high  places  with  divers 
colours,  and  playedst  the  harlot  thereupon:  the  like  things  shall 
not  come,  neither  shall  it  be  so.  Thou  hast  also  taken  thy  fair 
jewels  of  my  gold  and  of  my  silver,  which  I  had  given  thee,  and 
madest  to  thyself  images  of  men,  and  didst  commit  whoredom 
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with  them,  and  tookest  thy  broidered  garments,  and  coveredst 
them:  and  thou  hast  set  mine  oil  and  mine  incense  before  them. 
My  meat  also  which  I  gave  thee,  fine  flour,  and  oil,  and  honey, 
wherewith  I  fed  thee,  thou  hast  even  set  it  befo're  them  for  a 
sweet  savour:  and  thus  it  was,"  saith  the  Lord  God.  "Moreover 
thou  hast  taken  thy  sons  and  thy  daughters,  whom  thou  hast 
borne  unto  me,  and  these  hast  thou  sacrificed  unto  them  to  be 
devoured.  Is  this  of  thy  whoredoms  a  small  matter,  that  thou 
hast  slain  my  children,  and  delivered  them  to  cause  them  to  pass 
through  the  fire  for  them?  And  in  all  thine  abominations  and  thy 
whoredoms  thou  hast  not  remembered  the  days  of  thy  youth, 
when  thou  wast  naked  and  bare,  and  wast  polluted  in  thy 
blood.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  all  thy  wickedness — woe,  woe 
unto  thee!"  saith  the  Lord  God,  "that  thou  hast  also  built  unto 
tkee  an  eminent  place,  and  hast  made  thee  a  high  place  in  every 
street.  Thou  hast  built  thy  high  place  at  every  head  of  the  way, 
and  hast  made  thy  beauty  to  be  abhorred,  and  hast  opened  thy 
feet  to  every  one  that  passed  by,  and  multiplied  thy  whoredoms. 
Thou  hast  also  committed  fornication  with  the  Egyptians  thy 
neighbours,  great  of  flesh;  and  hast  increased  thy  whoredoms, 
to  provoke  me  to  anger.  Behold,  therefore  I  have  stretched  out 
my  hand  over  thee,  and  have  diminished  thine  ordinary  food, 
and  delivered  thee  unto  the  will  of  them  that  hate  thee,  the 
daughters  of  the  Philistines,  which  are  ashamed  of  thy  lewd 
way.  Thou  hast  played  the  whore  also  with  the  Assyrians,  be- 
cause  thou  wast  unsatiable;  yea,  thou  hast  played  the  harlot 
with  them,  and  yet  couldest  not  be  satisfied.  Thou  hast  more- 
over multiplied  thy  fornication  in  the  land  of  Canaan  unto 
Chaldea;  and  yet  thou  wast  not  satisfied  herewith.  How  weak 
is  thine  heart/'  saith  the  Lord  God,  "seeing  thou  doest  all  these 
things,  the  work  of  an  imperious  whorish  woman;  in  that  thou 
buildest  thine  eminent  place  in  the  head  of  every  way,  and 
makest  thine  high  place  in  every  street;  and  hast  not  been  as  a 
harlot,  in  that  thou  scornest  hire;  but  as  a  wife  that  committeth 
adultery,  which  taketh  strangers  instead  of  her  husband!  They 
give  gifts  to  all  whores:  but  thou  givest  thy  gifts  to  all  thy 
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lovers,  and  kirest  them,  that  tkey  may  come  unto  tkee  on  every 
side  for  tky  wkoredom.  And  tke  contrary  is  in  tkee  from  otker 
women  in  tky  wkoredoms,  wkereas  none  followed  tkee  to  com- 
mit wkoredoms:  and  in  tkat  tkou  givest  a  reward,  and  no  re- 
ward is  given  unto  tkee,  therefore  tkou  art  contrary."3 

"Wkerefore,  O  karlot,  kear  tke  word  of  tke  Lord:  'Tkus  saitk 
tke  Lord  God:  "Because  tky  filtkiness  was  poured  out,  and  tky 
nakedness  discovered  tkrougk  tky  wkoredoms  witk  tky  lovers, 
and  witk  all  tke  idols  of  tky  abominations,  and  by  tke  blood  of 
tky  ckildren,  wkick  tkou  didst  give  unto  tkem,  bekold,  tkere- 
fore  I  will  gatker  all  tky  lovers,  witk  wkom  tkou  kast  taken 
pleasure,  and  all  tkem  tkat  tkou  kast  loved,  witk  all  tkem  tkat 
tkou  kast  kated;  I  will  even  gatker  tkem  round  about  against 
tkee,  and  will  discover  tky  nakedness  unto  tkem,  tkat  tkey  may 
see  all  tky  nakedness.  And  I  will  judge  tkee,  as  women  tkat 
break  wedlock  and  sked  blood  are  judged;  and  I  will  give  tkee 
blood  in  fury  and  jealousy.  And  I  will  also  give  tkee  into  tkeir 
kand,  and  tkey  skall  tkrow  down  tkine  eminent  place,  and  skall 
break  down  tky  kigk  places:  tkey  skall  strip  tkee  also  of  tky 
clotkes,  and  skall  take  tky  fair  jewels,  and  leave  tkee  naked  and 
bare.  Tkey  skall  also  bring  up  a  company  against  tkee,  and  tkey 
skall  stone  tkee  witk  stones,  and  tkrust  tkee  tkrougk  witk  tkeir 
swords.  And  tkey  skall  burn  tkine  kouses  witk  fire,  and  execute 
judgments  upon  tkee  in  tke  sigkt  of  many  women:  and  I  will 
cause  tkee  to  cease  from  playing  tke  karlot,  and  tkou  also  skall 
give  no  kire  any  more.  So  will  I  make  my  fury  toward  tkee  to 
rest,  and  my  jealousy  skall  depart  from  tkee,  and  I  will  be  quiet, 
and  will  be  no  more  angry.  Because  tkou  kast  not  remembered 
tke  days  of  tky  youtk,  but  kast  fretted  me  in  all  tkese  tkings; 
bekold,  tkerefore  I  also  will  recompense  tky  way  upon  tkine 
kead,"  saitk  tke  Lord  God:  "and  tkou  skalt  not  commit  tkis 
lewdness  above  all  tkine  abominations/"" 

Tk  Parable  of  the  Two  Eagles 

And  tke  word  of  tke  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  "Son  of 
Man,  put  fortk  a  riddle,  and  speak  a  parable  unto  tke  kouse  of 
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Israel,  and  say,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  "A  great  eagle  with 
great  wings,  longwinged,  fall  of  feathers,  which  had  divers 
colours,  came  unto  Lebanon,  and  took  the  highest  branch  of  the 
cedar:  he  cropped  off  the  top  of  his  young  twigs,  and  carried  it 
into  a  land  of  traffic;  he  set  it  in  a  city  of  merchants.  He  took 
also  of  the  seed  of  the  land,  and  planted  it  in  a  fruitful  field;  he 
placed  it  by  great  waters,  and  set  it  as  a  willow  tree.  And  it 
grew,  and  became  a  spreading  vine  of  low  stature,  whose 
branches  turned  toward  him,  and  the  roots  thereof  were  under 
him:  so  it  became  a  vine,  and  brought  forth  branches,  and  shot 
forth  sprigs,  There  was  also  another  great  eagle  with  great 
wings  and  many  feathers:  and,  behold,  this  vine  did  bend  her 
roots  toward  him,  and  shot  forth  her  branches  toward  him,  that 
he  might  water  it  by  the  furrows  of  her  plantation.  It  was 
planted  in  a  good  soil  by  great  waters,  that  it  might  bring  forth 
branches,  and  that  it  might  bear  fruit,  that  it  might  be  a  goodly 
vine/"  Say  thou,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  "Shall  it  prosper? 
shall  he  not  pull  up  the  roots  thereof,  and  cut  off  the  fruit  thereof 
that  it  wither?  it  shall  wither  in  all  the  leaves  of  her  spring,  even 
without  great  power  or  many  people  to  pluck  it  up  by  the  roots 
thereof  Yea,  behold,  being  planted,  shall  it  prosper?  shall  it 
not  utterly  wither,  when  the  east  wind  toucheth  it?  it  shall 
wither  in  the  farrows  where  it  grew/"" 

Moreover  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  "Say 
now  to  the  rebellious  house,  'Know  ye  not  what  these  things 
mean?'  Tell  them,  'Behold,  the  king  of  Babylon  is  come  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  hath  taken  the  king  thereof,  and  the  princes  thereof, 
and  led  them  with  him  to  Babylon;  and  hath  taken  of  the  king's 
seed,  and  made  a  covenant  with  him,  and  hath  taken  an  oath  of 
him:  he  hath  also  taken  the  mighty  of  the  land:  that  the  kingdom 
might  be  base,  that  it  might  not  lift  itself  up,  but  that  by  keep- 
ing of  his  covenant  it  might  stand.  But  he  rebelled  against  him 
in  sending  his  ambassadors  into  Egypt,  that  they  might  give 
him  horses  and  much  people.  Shall  he  prosper?  shall  he  escape 
that  doeth  such  things?  or  shall  he  break  the  covenant,  and  be 
delivered?  As  I  live/  saith  the  Lord  God,  'surely  in  the  place 
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where  the  king  dwelleth  that  made  him  king,  whose  oath  he  de" 
spised,  and  whose  covenant  he  broke,  even  with  him  in  the 
midst  of  Babylon  he  shall  die.  Neither  shall  Pharaoh  with  his 
mighty  army  and  great  company  make  for  him  in  the  war,  by 
casting  up  mounts,  and  building  forts,  to  cut  off  many  persons: 
seeing  he  despised  the  oath  by  breaking  the  covenant,  when, 
lo,  he  had  given  his  hand,  and  hath  done  all  these  things,  he  shall 
not  escape. '  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  *  As  I  live,  surely 
mine  oath  that  he  hath  despised,  and  my  covenant  that  he  hath 
broken,  even  it  will  I  recompense  upon  his  own  head.  And  I  will 
spread  my  net  upon  him,  and  he  shall  be  taken  in  my  snare,  and 
I  will  bring  him  to  Babylon,  and  will  plead  with  him  there  for 
his  trespass  that  he  hath  trespassed  against  me.  And  all  his 
fugitives  with  all  his  bands  shall  fall  by  the  sword,  and  they 
that  remain  shall  be  scattered  toward  all  winds:  and  ye  shall 
know  that  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it/ 

"Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  1  will  also  take  of  the  highest 
branch  of  the  high  cedar,  and  will  set  it;  I  will  crop  off  from  the 
top  of  his  young  twigs  a  tender  one,  and  will  plant  it  upon  a 
high  mountain  and  eminent.  In  the  mountain  of  the  height  of 
Israel  will  I  plant  it:  and  it  shall  bring  forth  boughs,  and  bear 
fruit,  and  be  a  goodly  cedar:  and  under  it  shall  dwell  all  fowl  of 
every  wing;  in  the  shadow  of  the  branches  thereof  shall  they 
dwell.  And  all  the  trees  of  the  field  shall  know  that  I  the  Lord 
have  brought  down  the  high  tree,  have  exalted  the  low  tree, 
have  dried  up  the  green  tree,  and  have  made  the  dry  tree  to 
flourish:  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  and  have  done  it/" 

The  Principle  of  Personal  Responsibility 

The  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me  again,  saying,  "What 
mean  ye,  that  ye  use  this  proverb  concerning  the  land  of  Israel, 
saying, 

'The  fathers  have  eaten  sour  grapes, 
And  the  children's  teeth  are  set  on  edge3? 

"As  I  live/'  saith  the  Lord  God,  "ye  shall not  have  occasion 
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any  more  to  use  this  proverb  in  Israel.  Behold,  all  souls  are 
mine;  as  the  soul  of  the  father,  so  also  the  soul  of  the  son  is  mine: 
the  soul  that  sirmeth,  it  shall  die, 

"But  if  a  man  be  just,  and  do  that  which  is  lawful  and  right, 
and  hath  not  eaten  upon  the  mountains,  neither  hath  lifted  up 
his  eyes  to  the  idols  of  the  house  of  Israel,  neither  hath  defiled 
his  neighbour's  wife,  neither  hath  come  near  to  a  menstruous 
woman,  and  hath  not  oppressed  any,  but  hath  restored  to  the 
debtor  his  pledge,  hath  spoiled  none  by  violence,  hath  given 
his  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  hath  covered  the  naked  with  a 
garment;  he  that  hath  not  given  forth  upon  usury,  neither  hath 
taken  any  increase,  that  hath  withdrawn  his  hand  from  iniquity, 
hath  executed  true  judgment  between  man  and  man,  hath 
walked  in  my  statutes,  and  hath  kept  my  judgments,  to  deal 
truly;  he  is  just,  he  shall  surely  live,"  saith  the  Lord  God. 

"If  he  beget  a  son  that  is  a  robber,  a  shedder  of  blood,  and 
that  doeth  the  like  to  any  one  of  these  things,  and  that  doeth 
not  any  of  those  duties,  but  even  hath  eaten  upon  the  mountains, 
and  defiled  his  neighbour's  wife,  hath  oppressed  the  poor  and 
needy,  hath  spoiled  by  violence,  hath  not  restored  the  pledge, 
and  hath  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  the  idols,  hath  committed  abom- 
ination, hath  given  forth  upon  usury,  and  hath  taken  increase: 
shall  he  then  live?  he  shall  not  live:  he  hath  done  all  these  abom- 
inations; he  shall  surely  die;  his  blood  shall  be  upon  him. 

"Now,  lo,  if  he  beget  a  son,  that  seeth  all  his  father's  sins 
which  he  hath  done,  and  considereth,  and  doeth  not  such  like, 
that  hath  not  eaten  upon  the  mountains,  neither  hath  lifted  up 
his  eyes  to  the  idols  of  the  house  of  Israel,  hath  not  defiled  his 
neighbour's  wife,  neither  hath  oppressed  any,  hath  not  with- 
held the  pledge,  neither  hath  spoiled  by  violence,  but  hath 
given  his  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  hath  covered  the  naked  with 
a  garment,  that  hath  taken  off  his  hand  from  the  poor,  that  hath 
not  received  usury  nor  increase,  hath  executed  my  judgments, 
hath  walked  in  my  statutes;  he  shall  not  die  for  the  iniquity  of 
his  father,  he  shall  surely  live. 

"As  for  his  father,  because  he  cruelly  oppressed,  spoiled  his 

[54°] 


THE  BOOK  OF  THE  PROPHET  EZEKIEL 

brother  by  violence,  and  did  that  wliich  is  not  good  among  his 
people,  lo,  even  he  shall  die  in  his  iniquity. 

"Yet  say  ye,  'Why?  doth  not  the  son  bear  the  iniquity  of  the 
father?'  When  the  son  hath  done  that  which  is  lawful  and  right, 
and  hath  kept  all  my  statutes,  and  hath  done  them,  he  shall 
surely  live.  The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die.  The  son  shall  not 
bear  the  iniquity  of  the  father,  neither  shall  the  father  bear  the 
iniquity  of  the  son:  the  righteousness  of  the  righteous  shall  be 
upon  him,  and  the  wickedness  of  the  wicked  shall  be  upon  him. 
But  if  the  wicked  will  turn  from  all  his  sins  that  he  hath  com- 
mitted, and  keep  all  my  statutes,  and  do  that  which  is  lawful 
and  right,  he  shall  surely  live,  he  shall  not  die.  All  his  trans- 
gressions that  he  hath  committed,  they  shall  not  be  mentioned 
unto  him:  in  his  righteousness  that  he  hath  done  he  shall  live. 
Have  I  any  pleasure  at  all  that  the  wicked  should  die?"  saith 
the  Lord  God:  "and  not  that  he  should  return  from  his  ways, 
and  live? 

"But  when  the  righteous  turneth  away  from  his  righteous- 
ness, and  committeth  iniquity,  and  doeth  according  to  all  the 
abominations  that  the  wicked  man  doeth,  shall  he  live?  All  his 
righteousness  that  he  hath  done  shall  not  be  mentioned:  in  his 
trespass  that  he  hath  trespassed,  and  in  his  sin  that  he  hath 
sinned,  in  them  shall  he  die. 

"Yet  ye  say,  'The  way  of  the  Lord  is  not  equal/  Hear  now,  O 
house  of  Israel:  is  not  my  way  equal?  are  not  your  ways  unequal? 
When  a  righteous  man  turneth  away  from  his  righteousness, 
and  committeth  iniquity,  and  dieth  in  them;  .for  his  iniquity 
that  he  hath  done  shall  he  die.  Again,  when  the  wicked  man 
turneth  away  from  his  wickedness  that  he  hath  committed,  and 
doeth  that  which  is  lawful  and  right,  he  shall  save  his  soul  alive. 
Because  he  considereth,  and  turneth  away  from  all  his  transgres- 
sions that  he  hath  committed,  he  shall  surely  live,  he  shall  not 
die.  Yet  saith  the  house  of  Israel,  The  way  of  the  Lord  is  not 
equal. '  O  house  of  Israel,  are  not  my  ways  equal?  are  not  your 
ways  unequal?  Therefore  I  will  judge  you,  O  house  of  Israel, 
every  one  according  to  his  ways,"  saith  the  Lord  God.  "Repent, 
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and  turn  yourselves  from  all  your  transgressions;  so  iniquity 
shall  not  be  your  ruin. 

"Cast  away  from  you  all  your  transgressions,  whereby  ye 
have  transgressed;  and  make  you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  spirit: 
for  why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Israel?  For  I  have  no  pleasure  in 
the  death  of  him  that  dieth,"  saith  the  Lord  God:  "wherefore 
turn  yourselves,  and  live  ye/' 

Aholah  anl  Aholibah 

The  word  of  the  Lord  came  again  unto  me,  saying,  "Son  of 
Man,  there  were  two  women,  the  daughters  of  one  mother:  and 
they  committed  whoredoms  in  Egypt;  they  committed  whore- 
dpms  in  their  youth:  there  were  their  breasts  pressed,  and  there 
they  bruised  the  teats  of  their  virginity.  And  the  names  of  them 
were  Aholah  the  elder,  and  Aholibah  her  sister:  and  they  were 
mine,  and  they  bore  sons  and  daughters.  Thus  were  their  names; 
Samaria  is  Aholah,  and  Jerusalem  Aholibah. 

/And  Aholah  played  the  harlot  when  she  was  mine;  and  she 
dqked  on  her  lovers,  on  the  Assyrians  her  neighbours,  which 
Vere  clothed  with  blue,  captains  and  rulers,  all  of  them  de- 
sirable young  men,  horsemen  riding  upon  horses.  Thus  she  com- 
mitted her  whoredoms  with  them,  with  all  them  that  were  the 
chosen  men  of  Assyria,  and  with  all  on  whom  she  doted:  with 
all  their  idols  she  defiled  herself.  Neither  left  she  her  whore- 
doms brought  from  Egypt:  for  in  her  youth  they  lay  with  her, 
and  they  bruised  the  breasts  of  her  virginity,  and  poured  their 
whoredom  upon  her.  Wherefore  I  have  delivered  her  into  the 
hand  of  her  lovers,  into  the  hand  of  the  Assyrians,  upon  whom 
she  doted.  These  discovered  her  nakedness:  they  took  her  sons 
and  her  daughters,  and  slew  her  with  the  sword:  and  she  be- 
came famous  among  women;  for  they  had  executed  judgment 
upon  her. 

"And  when  her  sister  Aholibah  saw  this,  she  was  more  cor- 
rupt in  her  inordinate  love  than  she,  and  in  her  whoredoms  more 
than  her  sister  in  her  whoredoms.  She  doted  upon  the  Assyrians 
her  neighbours,  captains  and  rulers  clothed  most  gorgeously, 
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horsemen  riding  upon  horses,  all  of  them  desirable  young  men. 
Then  I  saw  that  she  was  defiled,  that  they  took  both  one  way, 
and  that  she  increased  her  whoredoms:  for  when  she  saw  men 
portrayed  upon  the  wall,  the  images  of  the  Chaldeans  por- 
trayed with  vermilion,  girded  with  girdles  upon  their  loins, 
exceeding  in  dyed  attire  upon  their  heads,  all  of  them  princes  to 
look  to,  after  the  manner  of  the  Babylonians  of  Chaldea,  the 
land  of  their  nativity:  and  as  soon  as  she  saw  them  with  her 
eyes,  she  doted  upon  them,  and  sent  messengers  unto  them  into 
Ghaldea,  And  the  Babylonians  came  to  her  into  the  bed  of  love, 
and  they  defiled  her  with  their  whoredom,  and  she  was  polluted 
with  them,  and  her  mind  was  alienated  from  them.  So  she  dis- 
covered her  whoredoms,  and  discovered  her  nakedness:  then  my 
mind  was  alienated  from  her,  like  as  my  mind  was  alienated 
from  her  sister.  Yet  she  multiplied  her  whoredoms,  in  calling  to 
remembrance  the  days  of  her  youth,  wherein  she  had  played  the 
harlot  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  For  she  doted  upon  their  para^ 
mours,  whose  flesh  is  as  the  flesh  of  asses,  and  whose  issue  is  like 
the  issues  of  horses.  Thus  thou  calledst  to  remembrance  the 
lewdness  of  thy  youth,  in  bruising  thy  teats  by  the  Egyptians 
for  the  paps  of  thy  youth. 

"Therefore,  O  Aholibah,"  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  "behold, 
I  will  raise  up  thy  lovers  against  thee,  from  whom  thy  mind  is 
alienated,  and  I  will  bring  them  against  thee  on  every  side:  the 
Babylonians,  and  all  the  Chaldeans,  Pekod,  and  Shoa,  and  Koa, 
and  all  the  Assyrians  with  them:  all  of  them  desirable  young 
men,  captains  and  rulers,  great  lords  and  renowned,  all  of  them 
riding  upon  horses.  And  they  shall  come  against  thee  with 
chariots,  wagons,  and  wheels,  and  with  an  assembly  of  people, 
which  shall  set  against  thee  buckler  and  shield  and  helmet 
round  about:  and  I  will  set  judgment  before  them,  and  they  shall 
judge  thee  according  to  their  judgments.  And  I  will  set  my 
jealousy  against  thee,  and  they  shall  deal  furiously  with  thee: 
they  shall  take  away  thy  nose  and  thine  ears;  and  thy  remnant 
shall  fall  by  the  sword:  they  shall  take  thy  sons  and  thy  daughters; 
and  thy  residue  shall  be  devoured  by  the  fire.  They  shall  also 
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strip  thee  out  of  thy  clothes,  and  take  away  thy  fair  jewels.  Thus 
will  I  make  thy  lewdness  to  cease  from  thee,  and  thy  whoredom 
brought  from  the  land  of  Egypt:  so  that  thou  shalt  not  lift  up 
thine  eyes  unto  them,  nor  remember  Egypt  any  more." 

TIae  Lamentation  for  Tyre 

The  word  of  the  Lord  came  again  unto  me,  saying,  "Now, 
tkou  Son  of  Man,  take  up  a  lamentation  for  Tyrus;  and  say  unto 
Tyrus,  *O  thou  that  art  situate  at  the  entry  of  the  sea,  which  art 
a  merchant  of  the  people  for  many  isles,  thus  saith  the  Lord 
God:  "O  Tyrus,  thou  hast  said,  T  am  of  perfect  beauty/  Thy 
borders  are  in  the  midst  of  the  seas,  thy  builders  have  perfected 
thy  beauty  They  have  made  all  thy  ship  boards  of  fir  trees  of 
Senir:  they  have  taken  cedars  from  Lebanon  to  make  masts  for 
tkee.  Of  the  oaks  of  Bashanhave  they  made  thine  oars;  the  com- 
pany of  the  Ashurites  have  made  thy  benches  of  ivory,  brought 
out  of  the  isles  of  Chittim.  Fine  linen  with  broidered  work 
from  Egypt  was  that  which  thou  spreadest  forth  to  be  thy  sail; 
blue  and  purple  from  the  isles  of  Elishah  was  that  which  cov- 
ered thee.  The  inhabitants  of  Sidon  and  Arvad  were  thy  ma- 
riners: thy  wise  men,  O  Tyrus,  that  were  in  thee,  were  thy 
pilots.  The  ancients  of  Gebal  and  the  wise  men  thereof  were 
in  thee  thy  calkers:  all  the  ships  of  the  sea  with  their  mariners 
were  in  thee  to  occupy  thy  merchandise.  They  of  Persia  and  of 
Lud  and  of  Phut  were  in  thine  army,  thy  men  of  war:  they 
hanged  the  shield  and  helmet  in  thee;  they  set  forth  thy  comeli- 
ness. The  men  of  Arvad  with  thine  army  were  upon  thy  walls 
round  about,  and  the  Gammadims  were  in  thy  towers:  they 
hanged  their  shields  upon  thy  walls  round  about;  they  have 
made  thy  beauty  perfect.  Tarshish  was  thy  merchant  by  reason 
of  the  multitude  of  all  kind  of  riches;  with  silver,  iron,  tin,  and 
lead,  they  traded  in  thy  fairs.  Javan,  Tubal,  and  Meshech,  they 
were  thy  merchants:  they  traded  the  persons  of  men  and  vessels 
of  brass  in  thy  market.  They  of  the  house  of  Togarmah  traded 
in  thy  fairs  with  horses  and  horsemen  and  mules.  The  men  of 
Dedan  were  thy  merchants;  many  isles  were  the  merchandise  of 
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thine  hand:  they  brought  th.ee  for  a  present  horns  of  ivory  and 
ebony.  Syria  was  thy  merchant  by  reason  of  the  multitude  of  the 
wares  -of  thy  making:  they  occupied  in  thy  fairs  with  emeralds, 
purple,  and  broidered  work,  and  fine  linen,  and  coral,  and  agate. 
Judah,  and  the  land  of  Israel,  they  were  thy  merchants:  they 
traded  in  thy  market  wheat  of  Minnith,  and  Pannag,  and  honey, 
and  oil,  and  balm.  Damascus  was  thy  merchant  in  the  multitude 
of  the  wares  of  thy  making,  for  the  multitude  of  all  riches;  in  the 
wine  of  Helbon,  and  white  wool.  Dan  also  and  Javan  going, to 
and  fro  occupied  in  thy  fairs:  bright  iron,  cassia,  and  calamus, 
were  in  thy  market.  Dedan  was  thy  merchant  in  precious  clothes 
for  chariots.  Arabia,  and  all  the  princes  of  Kedar,  they  occupied 
with  thee  in  lambs,  and  rams,  and  goats:  in  these  were  they  thy 
merchants.  The  merchants  of  Sheba  and  Raamah,  they  were  thy 
merchants:  they  occupied  in  thy  fairs  with  chief  of  all  spices, 
and  with  all  precious  stones,  and  gold.  Haran,  and  Canneh,  and 
Eden,  the  merchants  of  Sheba,  Asshur,  and  Chilmad,  were  thy 
merchants.  These  were  thy  merchants  in  all  sorts  of  things,  in 
blue  clothes,  and  broidered  work,  and  in  chests  of  rich  apparel, 
bound  with  cords,  and  made  of  cedar,  among  thy  merchandise. 
The  ships  of  Tarshish  did  sing  of  thee  in  thy  market:  and  thou 
wast  replenished,  and  made  very  glorious  in  the  midst  of  the 
seas. 

"'"Thy  rowers  have  brought  thee  into  great  waters:  the  east 
wind  hath  broken  thee  in  the  midst  of  the  seas.  Thy  riches,  and 
thy  fairs,  thy  merchandise,  thy  mariners,  and  thy  pilots,  thy 
calkers,  and  the  occupiers  of  thy  merchandise,  and  all  thy  men  of 
war,  that  are  in  thee,  and  in  all  thy  company  which  is  in  the 
midst  of  thee,  shall  fall  into  the  midst  of  the  seas  in  the  day  of 
thy  ruin.  The  suburbs  shall  shake  at  the  sound  of  the  cry  of  thy 
pilots.  And  all  that  handle  the  oar,  the  mariners,  and  all  the 
pilots  of  the  sea,  shall  come  down  from  their  ships,  they  shall 
stand  upon  the  land;  and  shall  cause  their  voice  to  be  heard 
against  thee,  and  shall  cry  bitterly,  and  shall  cast  up  dust  upon 
their  heads,  they  shall  wallow  themselves  in  the  ashes:  and  they 
shall  make  themselves  utterly  bald  for  thee,  and  gird  them  with 
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sackcloth,  and  they  shall  weep  for  thee  with  bitterness  of  heart 
and  bitter  wailing.  And  in  their  wailing  they  shall  take  up  a 
lamentation  for  thee,  and  lament  over  thee,  saying,  'What  city 
is  like  Tyrus,  like  the  destroyed  in  the  midst  of  the  sea?'  When 
thy  wares  went  forth  out  of  the  seas,  thou  filledst  many  people; 
thou  didst  enrich  the  kings  of  the  earth  with  the  multitude  of 
thy  riches  and  of  thy  merchandise.  In  the  time  when  thou  shalt 
be  broken  by  the  seas  in  the  depths  of  the  waters  thy  merchan- 
dise and  all  thy  company  in  the  midst  of  thee  shall  fall.  All  the 
inhabitants  of  the  isles  shall  be  astonished  at  thee,  and  their 
kings  shall  be  sore  afraid,  they  shall  be  troubled  in  their  coun- 
tenance. The  merchants  among  the  people  shall  hiss  at  thee; 
thou  shalt  be  a  terror,  and  never  shalt  be  any  more." '" 

The  Dragon  of  the  Sea 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  twelfth  year,  in  the  twelfth  month, 
in  the  first  day  of  the  month,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
unto  me,  saying,  "Son  of  Man,  take  up  a  lamentation  for  Pharaoh 
king  of  Egypt,  and  say  unto  him,  'Thou  art  like  a  young  lion  of 
the  nations,  and  thou  art  as  a  whale  in  the  seas:  and  thou  earnest 
forth  with  thy  rivers,  and  troubledst  the  waters  with  thy  feet, 
and  fouledst  their  rivers. ' 

"Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  1  will  therefore  spread  out  my  net 
over  thee  with  a  company  of  many  people;  and  they  shall  bring 
thee  up  in  my  net.  Then  will  I  leave  thee  upon  the  land,  I  will 
cast  thee  forth  upon  the  open  field,  and  will  cause  all  the  fowls 
of  the  heaven  to  remain  upon  thee,  and  I  will  fill  the  beasts  of  the 
whole  earth  with  thee.  And  I  will  lay  thy  flesh  upon  the  moun- 
tains, and  fill  the  valleys  with  thy  height.  I  will  also  water  with 
thy  blood  the  land  wherein  thou  swimmest,  even  to  the  moun- 
tains; and  the  rivers  shall  be  full  of  thee.  And  when  I  shall  put 
thee  out,  I  will  cover  the  heaven,  and  make  the  stars  thereof 
dark;  I  will  cover  the  sun  with  a  cloud,  and  the  moon  shall  not 
give  her  light.  All  the  bright  lights  of  heaven  will  I  make  dark 
over  thee,  and  set  darkness  upon  thy  land/  saith  the  Lord  God. 

"I  will  also  vex  the  hearts  of  many  people,  when  I  shall  bring 
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thy  destruction  among  the  nations,  into  the  countries  which 
thou  hast  not  known.  Yea,  I  will  make  many  people  amazed  at 
thee,  and  their  kings  shall  be  horribly  afraid  for  thee,  when  I 
shall  brandish  my  sword  before  them;  and  they  shall  tremble  at 
every  moment,  every  man  for  his  own  life,  in  the  day  of  thy  fall. 
For  thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  'The  sword  of  the  king  of  Babylon 
shall  come  upon  thee.  By  the  swords  of  the  mighty  will  I  cause 
thy  multitude  to  fall,  the  terrible  of  the  nations,  all  of  them: 
and  they  shall  spoil  the  pomp  of  Egypt,  and  all  the  multitude 
thereof  shall  be  destroyed.  I  will  destroy  also  all  the  beasts 
thereof  from  beside  the  great  waters;  neither  shall  the  foot  of 
man  trouble  them  any  more,  nor  the  hoofs  of  beasts  trouble 
them.  Then  will  I  make  their  waters  deep,  and  cause  their  rivers 
to  run  like  oil/  saith  the  Lord  God.  'When  I  shall  make  the  land 
of  Egypt  desolate,  and  the  country  shall  be  destitute  of  that 
whereof  it  was  full,  when  I  shall  smite  all  them  that  dwell 
therein,  then  shall  they  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.  This  is  the 
lamentation  wherewith  they  shall  lament  her:  the  daughters  of 
the  nations  shall  lament  her:  they  shall  lament  for  her,  even  for 
Egypt,  and  for  all  her  multitude/  saith  the  Lord  God/' 


'Wail  jar  the  Multitude 

It  came  to  pass  also  in  the  twelfth  year,  in  the  fifteenth  day  of 
the  month,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying, 

"Son  of  Man,  wail  for  the  multitude,  of  Egypt,  and  cast  them  down, 
Even  her,  and  the  daughters  of  ike  famous  nations, 
Unto  the  nether  parts  of  the  earth, 
With  them  that  go  down  into  the  pit: 


dost  thou  pass  in  beauty? 
Go  down}  and  le  thou  laid  with  the  uncircumcised. 

They  shall  fall  in  the  midst  of  them  that  are  slain  ly  the  sword: 
She  is  delivered  to  the  sword: 
Draw  her  and  all  her  multitudes,* 
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The  strong  among  the  mighty  shall  speak  to  him 
Out  of  the  midst  of  hell  with  them  that  help  him: 

are  gone  down,  they  lie  uncircumcised,  slain  by  the  sword/ 


Asshur  is  there  and  all  her  company:  his  graves  are  about  him: 
All  of  them  slain,  fallen  by  the  sword: 

Whose  graves  are  set  in  the  sides  of  the  pit, 
And  her  company  is  round  about  her  grave: 
All  of  them  slain,  fallen  by  the  sword, 
Which  caused  terror  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

There  is  Elam  and  all  her  multitude  round  about  her  grave, 

All  of  them  slain,  fallen  by  the  sword, 

Which  are  gone  down  uncircumcised  into  the  nether  parts  of  the 

earth, 

Which  caused  their  terror  in  the  land  of  the  living; 
Yet  have  they  borne  their  shame  with  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit 

They  have  set  her  a  led  in  the  midst  of  the  slain  with  all  her  multi- 

tude: 

Her  graves  are  round  about  him: 
All  of  them  uncircumcised,  slain  by  the  sword: 
Though  their  terror  was  caused  in  the  land  of  the  living, 
Yet  have  they  borne  their  shame  with  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit: 
He  is  put  in  the  midst  of  them  that  be  slain. 

There  is  Meshech,  Twbal,  and  all  her  multitude: 
Her  graves  are  round  about  him: 
All  of  them  uncircumcised,  slain  loy  the  sword, 
Though  they  caused  their  terror  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

And  they  shall  not  lie  with  the  mighty  that  are  fallen  of  the  uncir- 

cumcised, 

Which  are  gone  down  to  hell  with  their  weapons  of  war: 
And  they  have  laid  their  swords  under  their  heads, 
But  their  iniquities  shall  be  upon  their  bones, 
Though  they  were  the  terror  of  the  mighty  in  the  land  of  the  living. 
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Yea,  thou  shalt  le  broken  in  the  midst  of  the  uncircumcised, 
And  shalt  lie  with  them  that  arc  slain  with  the  sword. 

There  is  Edom,  her  kings,  and  all  her  princes, 

Which  with  their  might  are  laid  Iry  them  that  were  slain  hy  the 

sword: 

They  shall  lie  with  the  uncircumcised, 
And  with  them  that  go  down  to  the  -pit. 

There  le  the  princes  of  the  north, 

All  of  them,  and  all  the  Sidonians, 

Which  are  gone  down  with  the  slain; 

With  their  terror  they  are  ashamed  of  their  might; 

And  they  lie  uncircumcised  with  them  that  le  slain  ly  the  sword, 

And  hear  their  shame  with  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit. 

Pharaoh  shall  see  them,  and  shall  he  comforted  over  all  his  multitude, 
Even  Pharaoh  and  all  his  army  slain  ly  the  sword, n  saith  the  Lord 
God. 

"For  I  have  caused  my  terror  in  the  land  of  the  living: 
And  he  shall  he  laid  in  the  midst  of  the  uncircumcised  with  them 

that  are  slain  with  the  sword, 
Even  Pharaoh  and  all  his  multitude,"  saith  the  Lord  God. 

The  Shc-phcrds  of  Israel 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  "Son  of 
Man,  prophesy  against  the  shepherds  of  Israel,  prophesy,  and  say 
unto  them,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  unto  the  shepherds:  "Woe 
be  to  the  shepherds  of  Israel  that  do  feed  themselves !  should  not 
the  shepherds  feed  the  flocks?  Ye  eat  the  fat,  and  ye  clothe  you 
with  the  wool,  ye  kill  them  that  are  fed:  but  ye  feed  not  the 
flock.  The  diseased  have  ye  not  strengthened,  neither  have  ye 
healed  that  which  was  sick,  neither  have  ye  bound  up  that 
which  was  broken,  neither  have  ye  brought  again  that  which 
was  driven  away,  neither  have  ye  sought  that  which  was  lost; 
but  with  force  and  with  cruelty  have  ye  ruled  them.  And  they 
were  scattered,  because  there  is  no  shepherd:  and  they  became 
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meat  to  all  the  beasts  of  the  field,  when  they  were  scattered. 
My  sheep  wandered  through  all  the  mountains,  and  upon  every 
high  hill:  yea,  my  flock  was  scattered  upon  all  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  none  did  search  or  seek  after  them." 

'"Therefore,  ye  shepherds,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord:  "As  I 
live,"  saith  the  Lord  God,  "surely  because  my  flock  became  a 
prey,  and  my  flock  became  meat  to  every  beast  of  the  field,  be- 
cause there  was  no  shepherd,  neither  did  my  shepherds  search 
for  my  flock,  but  the  shepherds  fed  themselves,  and  fed  not  my 
flock":  therefore,  O  ye  shepherds,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord: 
"Behold,  I  am  against  the  shepherds;  and  I  will  require  my  flock 
at  their  hand,  and  cause  them  to  cease  from  feeding  the  flock; 
neither  shall  the  shepherds  feed  themselves  any  more;  for  I  will 
deliver  my  flock  from  their  mouth,  that  they  may  not  be  meat 
for  them." 

"Tor  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  "Behold,  I,  even  I,  will  both 
search  my  sheep,  and  seek  them  out.  As  a  shepherd  seeketh  out 
his  flock  in  the  day  that  he  is  among  his  sheep  that  are  scattered; 
so  will  I  seek  out  my  sheep,  and  will  deliver  them  out  of  all 
places  where  they  have  been  scattered  in  the  cloudy  and  dark 
day.  And  I  will  bring  them  out  from  the  people,  and  gather 
them  from  the  countries,  and  will  bring  them  to  their  own  land, 
and  feed  them  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel  by  the  rivers,  and  in 
all  the  inhabited  places  of  the  country.  I  will  feed  them  in  a  good 
pasture,  and  upon  the  high  mountains  of  Israel  shall  their  fold 
be:  there  shall  they  lie  in  a  good  fold,  and  in  a  fat  pasture  shall 
they  feed  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel.  I  will  feed  my  flock,  and 
I  will  cause  them  to  lie  down,"  saith  the  Lord  God.  "I  will  seek 
that  which  was  lost,  and  bring  again  that  which  was  driven 
away,  and  will  bind  up  that  which  was  broken,  and  will 
strengthen  that  which  was  sick:  but  I  will  destroy  the  fat  and 
the  strong;  I  will  feed  them  with  judgment. 

'""And  as  for  you,  O  my  flock,"  thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  "Be- 
hold, I  judge  between  cattle  and  cattle,  between  the  rams  and 
the  he^goats,  Seemeth  it  a  small  thing  unto  you  to  have  eaten 
up  the  good  pasture,  but  ye  must  tread  down  with  your  feet  the 
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residue  of  your  pastures?  and  to  have  drunk  of  the  deep  waters, 
but  ye  must  foul  the  residue  with  your  feet?  And  as  for  my  flock, 
they  eat  that  which  ye  have  trodden  with  your  feet;  and  they 
drink  that  which  ye  have  fouled  with  your  feet/' 

"'Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  unto  them:  "Behold,  I, 
even  I,  will  judge  between  the  fat  cattle  and  between  the  lean 
cattle.  Because  ye  have  thrust  with  side  and  with  shoulder,  and 
pushed  all  the  diseased  with  your  horns,  till  ye  have  scattered 
them  abroad;  therefore  will  I  save  my  flock,  and  they  shall  no 
more  be  a  prey;  and  I  will  judge  between  cattle  and  cattle.  And 
I  will  set  up  one  shepherd  over  them,  and  he  shall  feed  them, 
even  my  servant  David;  he  shall  feed  them,  and  he  shall  be  their 
shepherd.  And  I  the  Lord  will  be  their  God,  and  my  servant 
David  a  prince  among  them;  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it.  And  I 
will  make  with  them  a  covenant  of  peace,  and  will  cause  the 
evil  beasts  to  cease  out  of  the  land;  and  they  shall  dwell  safely 
in  the  wilderness,  and  sleep  in  the  woods.  And  I  will  make  them 
and  the  places  round  about  my  hill  a  blessing;  and  I  will  cause 
the  shower  to  come  down  in  his  season;  there  shall  be  showers 
of  blessing.  And  the  tree  of  the  field  shall  yield  her  fruit,  and  the 
earth  shall  yield  her  increase,  and  they  shall  be  safe  in  their  land, 
and  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  when  I  have  broken  the  bands 
of  their  yoke,  and  delivered  them  out  of  the  hand  of  those  that 
served  themselves  of  them.  And  they  shall  no  more  be  a  prey  to 
the  heathen,  neither  shall  the  beast  of  the  land  devour  them;  but 
they  shall  dwell  safely,  and  none  shall  make  them  afraid.  And 
I  will  raise  up  for  them  a  plant  of  renown,  and  they  shall  be  no 
more  consumed  with  hunger  in  the  land,  neither  bear  the  shame 
of  the  heathen  any  more.  Thus  shall  they  know  that  I  the  Lord 
their  God  am  with  them,  and  that  they,  even  the  house  of  Israel, 
are  my  people/'  saith  the  Lord  Goi  "And  ye  my  flock,  the  flock 
ofmypasture,  aremen,  and  I  am  your  God/'  saith  the  Lord  God/" 

The  Valley  of  Dry  Bones 

The  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  me,  and  carried  me  out  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  set  me  down  in  the  midst  of  the  valley 
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which  was  full  of  bones,  and  caused  me  to  pass  by  them  round 
about;  and,  behold,  there  were  very  many  in  the  open  valley; 
and,  lo,  they  were  very  dry. 

And  he  said  unto  me,  "Son  of  Man,  can  these  bones  live?" 

And  I  answered,  "O  Lord  God,  thou  knowest/' 

Again  he  said  unto  me,  "Prophesy  upon  these  bones,  and  say 
unto  them,  'O  ye  dry  bones,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord.  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God  unto  these  bones:  "Behold,  I  will  cause 
breath  to  enter  into  you,  and  ye  shall  live:  and  I  will  lay  sinews 
upon  you,  and  will  bring  up  flesh  upon  you,  and  cover  you  with 
skin,  and  put  breath  in  you,  and  ye  shall  live;  and  ye  shall  know 
that  I  am  the  Lord/"" 

So  I  prophesied  as  I  was  commanded:  and  as  I  prophesied, 
there  was  a  noise,  and  behold  a  shaking,  and  the  bones  came 
together,  bone  to  his  bone.  And  when  I  beheld,  lo,  the  sinews 
and  the  flesh  came  up  upon  them,  and  the  skin  covered  them 
above:  but  there  was  no  breath  in  them. 

Then  said  he  unto  me,  "Prophesy  unto  the  wind,  prophesy, 
Son  of  Man,  and  say  to  the  wind,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord  God: 
"Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath,  and  breathe  upon  these 
slain,  that  they  may  live/"" 

So  I  prophesied  as  he  commanded  me,  and  the  breath  came 
into  them,  and  they  lived,  and  stood  up  upon  their  feet,  an  ex^ 
ceeding  great  army. 

Then  he  said  unto  me,  "Son  of  Man,  these  bones  are  the  whole 
house  of  Israel:  behold,  they  say,  'Our  bones  are  dried,  and  our 
hope  is  lost:  we  are  cut  off  for  our  parts/  Therefore  prophesy 
and  say  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  "Behold,  O  my 
people,  I  will  open  your  graves,  and  cause  you  to  come  up  out 
of  your  graves,  and  bring  you  into  the  land  of  Israel.  And  ye 
shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  when  I  have  opened  your  graves, 
O  my  people,  and  brought  you  up  out  of  your  graves,  and  shall 
put  my  spirit  iayou,  and  ye  shall  live,  and  I  shall  place  you  in 
your  own  land:  then  shall  ye  know  that  I  the  Lord  have  spoken 
it,  and  performed  it/  saith  the  Lord. "' 
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Symbolism  oftlit  Two  Sticks 

The  word  of  the  Lord  came  again  unto  me,  saying,  "More- 
over, thou  Son  of  Man,  take  thee  one  stick,  and  write  upon  it, 
Tor  Judah,  and  for  the  children  of  Israel  his  companions';  then 
take  another  stick,  and  write  upon  it,  'For  Joseph,  the  stick  of 
Ephraim,  and  for  all  the  house  of  Israel  his  companions';  and 
join  them  one  to  another  into  one  stick;  and  they  shall  become 
one  in  thine  hand.  And  when  the  children  of  thy  people  shall 
speak  unto  thee,  saying,  'Wilt  thou  not  show  us  what  thou 
meanest  by  these?'  say  unto  them,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God: 
"Behold,  I  will  take  the  stick  of  Joseph,  which  is  in  the  hand  of 
Ephraim,  and  the  tribes  of  Israel  his  fellows,  and  will  put  them 
with  him,  even  with  the  stick  of  Judah,  and  make  them  one 
stick,  and  they  shall  be  one  in  mine  hand." ' 

"And  the  sticks  whereon  thou  writest  shall  be  in  thine  hand 
before  their  eyes.  And  say  unto  them,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord 
God:  "Behold,  I  will  take  the  children  of  Israel  from  among  the 
heathen,  whither  they  be  gone,  and  will  gather  them  on  every 
side,  and  bring  them  into  their  own  land:  and  I  will  make  them 
one  nation  in  the  land  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel;  and  one  king 
shall  be  king  to  them  all:  and  they  shall  be  no  more  two  nations, 
neither  shall  they  be  divided  into  two  kingdoms  any  more  at 
all:  neither  shall  they  defile  themselves  any  more  with  their 
idols,  nor  with  their  detestable  things,  nor  with  any  of  their 
transgressions:  but  I  will  save  them  out  of  all  their  dwelling 
places,  wherein  they  have  sinned,  and  will  cleanse  them:  so 
shall  they  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their  God.  And  David 
my  servant  shall  be  king  over  them;  and  they  all  shall  have  one 
shepherd:  they  shall  also  walk  in  my  judgments,  and  observe 
my  statutes,  and  do  them.  And  they  shall  dwell  in  the  land  that 
I  have  given  unto  Jacob  my  servant,  wherein  your  fathers  have 
dwelt;  and  they  shall  dwell  therein,  even  they,  and  their  chil- 
dren, and  their  children's  children  for  ever:  and  my  servant 
David  shall  be  their  prince  for  ever. 
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Invasion  of  Gog 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  "Son  of 
Man,  set  thy  face  against  Gog,  the  land  of  Magog,  the  chief 
prince  of  Meshech  and  Tubal,  and  prophesy  against  him,  and 
say,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  "Behold,  I  am  against  thee,  O 
Gog,  the  chief  prince  of  Meshech  and  Tubal:  and  I  will  turn 
thee  back,  and  put  hooks  into  thy  jaws,  and  I  will  bring  thee 
forth,  and  all  thine  army,  horses  and  horsemen,  all  of  them 
clothed  with  all  sorts  of  armour,  even  a  great  company  with 
bucklers  and  shields,  all  of  them  handling  swords:  Persia, 
Ethiopia,  and  Libya  with  them;  all  of  them  with  shield  and 
helmet:  Gomer,  and  all  his  bands;  the  house  of  Togarmah  of  the 
north  quarters,  and  all  his  bands:  and  many  people  with  thee. 
Be  thou  prepared,  and  prepare  for  thyself,  thou,  and  all  thy 
company  that  are  assembled  unto  thee,  and  be  thou  a  guard  unto 
them. 

"'"After  many  days  thou  shalt  be  visited:  in  the  latter  years 
thou  shalt  come  into  the  land  that  is  brought  back  from  the 
sword,  and  is  gathered  out  of  many  people,  against  the  moun- 
tains of  Israel,  which  have  been  always  waste:  but  it  is  brought 
forth  out  of  the  nations,  and  they  shall  dwell  safely  all  of  them. 
Thou  shalt  ascend  and  come  like  a  storm,  thou  shalt  be  like  a 
cloud  to  cover  the  land,  thou,  and  all  thy  bands,  and  many 
people  with  thee/' 

"'Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  Tt  shall  also  come  to  pass,  that  at 
the  same  time  shall  things  come  into  thy  mind,  and  thou  shalt 
think  an  evil  thought:  and  thou  shalt  say,  *  I  will  go  up  to  the  land 
of  unwalled  villages;  I  will  go  to  them  that  are  at  rest,  that 
dwell  safely,  all  of  them  dwelling  without  "walls,  and  having 
neither  bars  nor  gates,  '  to  take  a  spoil,  and  to  take  a  prey;  to  turn 
thine  hand  upon  the  desolate  places  that  are  now  inhabited, 
and  upon  the  people  that  are  gathered  out  of  the  nations,  which 
have  gotten  cattle  and  goods,  that  dwell  in  the  midst  of  the 
land.  Sheba,  and  Dedan,  and  the  merchants  of  Tarshish,  with 
all  the  young  lions  thereof,  shall  say  unto  thee,  'Art  thou  come 
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to  take  a  spoil?  Last  thou  gathered  thy  company  to  take  a  prey? 
to  carry  away  silver  and  gold,  to  take  away  cattle  and  goods,  to 
take  a  great  spoil?' "' 

"Therefore,  Son  of  Man,  prophesy  and  say  unto  Gog,  'Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God:  "In  that  day  when  my  people  of  Israel 
dwelleth  safely,  shalt  thou  not  know  it?  And  thou  shalt  come 
from  thy  place  out  of  the  north  parts,  thou,  and  many  people 
with  thee,  all  of  them  riding  upon  horses,  a  great  company,  and 
a  mighty  army:  and  thou  shalt  come  up  against  my  people  of 
Israel,  as  a  cloud  to  cover  the  land;  it  shall  be  in  the  latter  days, 
and  I  will  bring  thee  against  my  land,  that  the  heathen  may 
know  me,  when  I  shall  be  sanctified  in  thee,  O  Gog,  before  their 
eyes." 

"'Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  "Art  thou  he  of  whom  I  have 
spoken  in  old  time  by  my  servants  the  prophets  of  Israel,  which 
prophesied  in  those  days  many  years  that  I  would  bring  thee 
against  them?  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  at  the  same  time  when 
Agog  shall  come  against  the  land  of  Israel/'  saith  the  Lord  God, 
"that  my  fury  shall  come  up  in  my  face.  For  in  my  jealousy  and 
in  the  fire  of  my  wrath  have  I  spoken:  surely  in  that  day  there 
shall  be  a  great  shaking  in  the  land  of  Israel:  so  that  the  fishes  of 
the  sea,  and  the  fowls  of  the  heaven,  and  the  beasts  of  the  field, 
and  all  creeping  things  that  creep  upon  the  earth,  and  all  the 
men  that  are  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  shall  shake  at  my  pres- 
ence, and  the  mountains  shall  be  thrown  down,  and  the  steep 
places  shall  fall,  and  every  wall  shall  fall  to  the  ground.  And  I 
will  call  for  a  sword  against  him  throughout  all  my  mountains," 
saith  the  Lord  God:  "every  man's  sword  shall  be  against  his 
brother.  And  I  will  plead  against  him  with  pestilence  and  with 
blood;  and  I  will  rain  upon  him,  and  upon  his  bands,  and  upon 
the  many  people  that  are  with  him,  an  overflowing  rain,  and 
great  hailstones,  fire,  and  brimstone.  Thus  will  I  magnify  myself, 
and  sanctify  myself;  and  I  will  be  known  in  the  eyes  of  many 
nations,  and  they  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord. 

"Therefore,  thou  Son  of  Man,  prophesy  against  Gog,  and 
say,  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  "Behold,  I  am  against  thee,  O 
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Gog,  tke  chief  prince  of  Meskeck  and  Tubal:  and  I  will  turn 
tkee  back,  and  leave  but  tke  sixtk  part  of  tkee,  and  will  cause 
tkee  to  come  up  from  tke  nortk  parts,  and  will  bring  tkee  upon 
tke  mountains  of  Israel:  and  I  will  smite  tky  bow  out  of  tky  left 
kand,  and  will  cause  tkine  arrows  to  fall  out  of  tky  rigkt  kand. 
Tkou  skalt  fall  upon  tke  mountains  of  Israel,  tkou,  and  all  tky 
bands,  and  tke  people  tkat  is  witk  tkee:  I  will  give  tkee  unto 
tke  ravenous  birds  of  every  sort,  and  to  tke  beasts  of  tke  field  to 
be  devoured.  Tkou  skalt  fall  upon  tke  open  field:  for  I  kave 
spoken  it,"  saitk  tke  Lord  God.  "And  I  will  send  a  fire  on  Magog, 
and  among  tkem  tkat  dwell  carelessly  in  tke  isles:  and  tkey  skall 
know  tkat  I  am  tke  Lord.  So  will  I  make  my  koly  name  known 
in  tke  midst  of  my  people  Israel;  and  I  will  not  let  tkem  pollute 
my  koly  name  any  more:  and  tke  keatken  skall  know  tkat  I  am 
tke  Lord,  tke  Holy  One  in  Israel. 

"'  "Bekold,  itis  come,  and  it  is  done,"  saitk  tke  Lord  God;  "tkis  is 
tke  day  wkereof  I  kave  spoken.  And  tkey  tkat  dwell  in  tke  cities 
of  Israel  skall  go  fortk,  and  skall  set  on  fire  and  burn  tke  weapons, 
botk  tke  skields  and  tke  bucklers,  tke  bows  and  tke  arrows, 
and  tke  kandstaves,  and  tke  spears,  and  tkey  skall  burn  tkem 
witk  fire  seven  years:  so  tkat  tkey  skall  take  no  wood  out  of  tke 
field,  neitker  cut  down  any  out  of  tke  forests;  for  tkey  skall  burn 
tke  weapons  witk  fire:  and  tkey  skall  spoil  tkose  tkat  spoiled 
tkem,  and  rob  tkose  tkat  robbed  tkem,"  saitk  tke  Lord  God. ' 

"And  it  skall  come  to  pass  in  tkat  day,  tkat  I  will  give  unto 
Gog  a  place  tkere  of  graves  in  Israel,  tke  valley  of  tke  passengers 
on  tke  east  of  tke  sea:  and  it  skall  stop  tke  noses  of  tke  passen- 
gers: and  tkere  skall  tkey  bury  Gog  and  all  kis  multitude:  and 
tkey  skall  call  it  tke  valley  of  Hamon-gog.  And  seven  montks 
skall  tke  kouse  of  Israel  be  burying  of  tkem,  tkat  tkey  may 
cleanse  tke  land  Yea,  all  tke  people  of  tke  land  skall  bury  tkem; 
and  it  skall  be  to  tkem  a  renown  tke  day  tkat  I  skall  be  glorified," 
saitk  tke  Lord  God.  "And  tkey  skall  sever  out  men  of  continual 
employment,  passing  tkrougk  tke  land  to  bury  witk  tke  passen- 
gers tkose  tkat  remain  upon  tke  face  of  tke  eartk,  to  cleanse  it: 
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after  the  end  of  seven  months  shall  they  search.  And  the  passen- 
gers that  pass  through  the  land,  when  any  seeth  a  man's  bone, 
then  shall  he  set  up  a  sign  by  it,  till  the  buriers  have  buried  it  in 
the  valley  of  Hamon-gog.  And  also  the  name  of  the  city  shall  be 
Hamonah.  Thus  shall  they  cleanse  the  land. 

"And,  thou  Son  of  Man,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  'Speak 
unto  every  feathered  fowl,  and  to  every  beast  of  the  field,  "As- 
semble yourselves,  and  come;  gather  yourselves  on  every  side  to 
my  sacrifice  that  I  do  sacrifice  for  you,  even  a  great  sacrifice  upon 
the  mountains  of  Israel,  that  ye  may  eat  flesh,  and  drink  blood. 
Ye  shall  eat  the  flesh  of  the  mighty,  and  drink  the  blood  of  the 
princes  of  the  earth,  of  rams,  of  lambs,  and  of  goats,  of  bullocks, 
all  of  them  fatlings  of  Bashan.  And  ye  shall  eat  fat  till  ye  be  full, 
and  drink  blood  till  ye  be  drunken,  of  my  sacrifice  which  I  have 
sacrificed  for  you.  Thus  ye  shall  be  filled  at^my  table  with  horses 
and  chariots,  with  mighty  men,  and  with  all  men  of  war," '  saith 
the  Lord  God. 

"And  I  will  set  my  glory  among  the  heathen,  and  all  the  heathen 
shall  see  my  judgment  that  I  have  executed,  and  my  hand  that  I 
have  laid  upon  them.  So  the  house  of  Israel  shall  know  that  I  am 
the  Lord  their  God  from  that  day  and  forward. 

"And  the  heathen  shall  know  that  the  house  of  Israel  went 
into  captivity  for  their  iniquity:  because  they  trespassed  against 
me,  therefore  hid  I  my  face  from  them,  and  gave  them  into  the 
hand  of  their  enemies:  so  fell  they  all  by  the  sword.  According 
to  their  uncleanness  and  according  to  their  transgressions  have 
I  done  unto  them,  and  hid  my  face  from  them.  Therefore  thus 
saith  the  Lord  God:  'Now  will  I  bring  again  the  captivity  of 
Jacob,  and  have  mercy  upon  the  whole  house  of  Israel,  and  will 
be  jealous  for  my  holy  name;  after  that  they  have  borne  their 
shame,  and  all  their  trespasses  whereby  they  have  trespassed 
against  me,  when  they  dwelt  safely  in  their  land,  and  none  made 
them  afraid.  When  I  have  brought  them  again  from  the  people, 
and  gathered  them  out  of  their  enemies'  lands,  and  am  sanctified 
in  them  in  the  sight  of  many  nations;  then  shall  they  know  that 
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I  am  the  Lord  their  God,  which  caused  them  to  be  led  into 
captivity  among  the  heathen:  but  I  have  gathered  them  unto 
their  own  land,  and  have  left  none  of  them  any  more  there. 
Neither  will  I  hide  my  face  any  more  from  them:  for  I  have 
poured  out  my  spirit  upon  the  house  of  Israel/  saith  the  Lord 
God." 
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THE  RHAPSODIES  OF  THE 
UNKNOWN  PROPHET 

THE  EXILIC  AUTHOR  of  the  latter  part  of  the  Boole  of  Isaiah  would 
certainly  Be  ranked!  with  the  three  Great  Prophets  if  even  his  name  were 
known.  There  is  in  his  poetry  a  sustained  ecstasy,  a  kind  of  ultimate  of 
lyric  rapture,  imeqimled  elsewhere  in  the  Bible.  And  its  source  was  an 
original  intuition  which  afforded  an  entirely  new  interpretation  of  Jew- 
ish history.  Hitherto,  the  misfortunes  of  the  race  had  been  regarded  by 
the  prophets  as  a  divine  chastisement  for  its  sins.  The  Second  Isaiah,  or 
Dcutcro-lsaiah,  as  he  is  sometimes  called  for  lack  of  a  letter  name,  boldly 
discarded  this  traditional  explanation  and  substituted  for  it  a  -profoundly 
philosophical  enrichment  of  that  idea  of  vicarious  righteousness  which 
E#efeiel  summarily  rejected.  It  was  'precisely  the  fundion  of  the  innocent 
to  suffer  for  the  guilty,  the  Unknown  Prophet  maintained;  the  good  are 
those  who  give  their  lives  for  others  and  through  their  sacrifice  the  basest 
are  benefited  in  spite  of  their  own  unworthiness;  and  what  is  true  of  the 
individual  is  true  of  the  race;  so  Israel  Bore  the  sins  of  others  and  her 
redemption  would  mean  the  redemption  of  mankind.  From  the  pure  air 
of  these  lofty  heights  far  above  the  welter  of  individual  happiness  the  poet 
derived  his  serene  ecstasy.  And  he  was  led  on  to  embody  his  conception  in 
the  figure  of  a  suffering  Messiah  as  its  crowning  realization,  to  which  he 
devoted  all  the  cowBined  suggestions  of  sublimity  and  pathos  that  a  pow- 
erful imagination  could  supply.  Possibly  some  dim  influence  of  the  sacri- 
ficial god  of  Adonis  and  Attis  worship  was  present  here,  but  if  so  the 
Unknown  Prophet  spiritualized  it  beyond  recognition.  It  would  not  be 
untrue  to  say  that  he  was  the  first  Christian,  five  centuries  before  Christ. 
Indeed,  his  conception  of  vicarious  atonement  was  taken  over  by  many 
forms  of  orthodox  Christianity,  in  which,  however,  it  was  usually  nar- 
rowed rather  than  Broadened, 
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"Comfort  Ye,  Comfort  Ye  My  People," 

"Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people, " 
SaitJi  yowr  God. 

"Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem, 
And  cry  unto  her, 
Tkat  ker  warfare  is  accomplished, 
That  her  iniquity  is  pardoned; 
For  she  hath  received  of  the  Lord's  hand 
Double  for  all  her  sins." 

The  voice  of  him  that  crieth  in  the  wilderness, 

"Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord, 

Make  straight  in  the  desert  a  highway  for  our  God. 

Every  valley  shall  le  exalted, 

And  every  mountain  and  hill  shall  loe  made  low: 

And  the  crooked  shall  le  made  straight, 

And  the  rough  -places  plain: 

And  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  le  revealed, 

And  all  flesh  shall  see  it  together: 

For  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it." 

The  voice  said,  "Cry." 
And  he  said,  "What  shall  I  cry?" 
"All  flesh  is  grass, 

And  all  the  goodliness  thereof  is  as  the  flower  of  the  field: 
The  grass  wither eth}  the  flower  fadeth: 
Because  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  Howeth  upon  it: 
Surely  the  -people  is  grass. 
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{The  grass  wither  eth,  the  flower  fadeth: 

'But  the  word  of  our  God  shall  stand  for  ever." 

O  Zion,  that  hringest  good  tidings, 

Get  thee  up  into  the  high  -mountain; 

O  Jerusalem,  that  hringest  good  tidings  y 

Lift  up  thy  voice  with  strength; 

Lift  it  up, 

Be  not  afraid; 

Say  unto  the  cities  ofjudah, 

"Behold  your  God!" 

Behold,  the  "Lord  God  will  come  with  strong  hand, 

And  his  arm  shall  rule  for  him: 

Behold,  IMS  reward  is  with  him, 

And  his  work  before  "him* 

He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a  shepherd: 

He  shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm, 

And  carry  them  in  his  Bosom, 

And  shall  gently  lead  those  that  are  with  young. 

WTio  hath  measured  the  waters  in  the  follow  of  his  hand, 

And  meted  out  heaven  with  the  span, 

And  comprehended  the  dust  of  the  earth  in  a  measure, 

And  weighed  the  -mountains  in  scales, 

And  the  hills  in  a  balance? 


hath  directed  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord, 
Or  feeing  kis  counsellor  hath  taught  him? 
Vtfith  whom  took  he  counsel, 
And  who  instructed  him, 
And  taught  him  in  the  path  of  judgment, 
And  taught  him  knowledge, 
And  showed  to  him  the  way  of  understanding? 

Behold,  the  nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket, 
And  are  counted  as  the  small  dust  of  the  balance: 
Behold,  he  taketh  up  the  isles  as  a  very  little  thing. 
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And  Lebanon  is  not  sufficient  to  burn, 

J\[pr  the  fceasts  Thereof  srifficient  for  a  burnt  offering. 

All  nations  before  him  art  as  nothing; 

And  they  are  counted  to  him  less  than  nothing,  and  vanity. 

To  whom  then  will  ye  liken  God? 

Or  what  likeness  will  ye  compare  unto  him? 

Have  ye  not  known?  have  ye  not  heard? 

Hath  it  not  been  told  you  from  the  beginning? 

Have  ye  not  understood  from  the  foundations  of  the  earth? 

It  is  he  that  sitteth  upon  the  circle  of  the  earth , 

And  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  as  grasshoppers; 

That  stretcheth  out  the  heavens  as  a  curtain, 

And  spreadeth  them  out  as  a  tent  to  dwell  in; 

That  bringeth  the  princes  to  nothing; 

He  maketh  the  judges  of  the  earth  as  vanity. 

Yea,  they  shall  not  be  planted; 

Yea,  they  shall  not  Toe  sown; 

Yea,  their  stock  shall  not  take  root  in  the  earth; 

And  he  shall  also  blow  upon  them,  and  they  shall  wither, 

And  the  whirlwind  shall  take  them  away  as  stubble. 

"To  whom  then  will  ye  liken  me} 

Or  shall  I  be  equal?"  saith  the  Holy  One. 

Lift  up  your  eyes  on  high, 

And  behold  who  hath  created  these  things, 

That  bringeth  out  their  host  by  number: 

He  calleth  them  all  by  names 

By  the  greatness  of  his  might,  for  that  he  is  strong  in  power; 

jN£pt  onefaileth. 

WTiy  sayest  thou,  O  Jacob, 

And  speak est,  O  Israel, 

"My  way  is  hid  from  the  Lord, 

And  my  judgment  is  passed  over  from  my  God?" 

Hast  thou  not  known? 

Hast  thou  not  heard, 
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Tliat  the  everlasting  Gody 

The  ILord,  the  Creator  of  the          of  the  earthy 

Faint eth  wot,  neither  is  w&ary? 

There  is  no  searching  of  his  understanding* 

lie  git'eth  power  to  the  faint; 

And  to  them  that  have  no  might  he  increaseth  strength. 

Even  the  youths  shall  faint  and  be  weary, 

And  the  young  men  shall  utterly  fall: 

But  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength; 

^They  shall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles; 

They  shall  run,  and  not  be  weary; 

And  they  shall  walk,  and  not  faint. 

"Behold  My  Servant" 

Behold  my  servant,  whom  I  uphold; 

Mine  eleft,  in  whom  -my  soul  delighteth; 

I  have  put  my  spirit  upon  him: 

He  shall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles. 

He  shall  not  cry,  nor  lift  up, 

J\£or  cause  his  voice  to  he  heard  in  the  street. 

A  bruised  reed  shall  he  not  break, 

And  the  smoking  flax  shall  he  not  quench: 

tie  shall  bring  forth  judgment  unto  truth. 

tie  shall  not  fail  nor  be  discouraged, 

Till  he  have  set  judgment  in  the  earth: 

And  the  isles  shall  wait  for  his  law. 

"Remember  These,  O  Jacob  and  Israel" 

Remember  these ,  O  Jacob  and  Israel; 
For  thou  art  -my  servant: 
I  have  formed  thee; 
Thou  art  my  servant: 

0  Israel,  thou  shalt  not  be  forgotten  of  me. 

1  have  blotted  out,  as  a  thick  cloud,  thy  transgressions, 
And,  as  a  cloud,  thy  sins: 

Return  unto  me;  for  I  have  redeemed  thet. 
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Sing,  O  ye  heavens; 

For  tlie  Lord  hath  done  it: 
Shout,  ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth: 
Break  forth  into  singing,  ye  mountains, 

O  forest,  and  every  tree  therein: 
For  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  Jacob, 
And  glorified  himself  in  Israel. 

Thus  saith  the  'Lord,  thy  redeemer  3 

And  he  that  formed  theefrom  the  womb, 

*1  am  the  Lord  that  maketh  all  things; 

That  stretcheth  forth  the  heavens  alone; 

That  sprcadeth  abroad  the  earth  by  myself; 

That  frustrateth  the  tokens  of  the  liars, 

And  maketh  diviners  mad; 

That  turneth  wise  men  backward, 

And  maketh  their  knowledge  foolish; 

That  confirmeth  the  word  of  his  servant, 

And  performeth  the  counsel  of  his  messengers; 

That  saith  to  Jerusalem,  'Thou  shalt  be  inhabited' ; 

And  to  the  cities  ofjudah,  'Ye  shall  be  built, 

And  I  will  raise  up  the  decayed  places  thereof ; 

That  saith  to  the  deep,  'Be  dry, 

And  I  will  dry  up  thy  rivers* ; 

That  saith  of  Cyrus,  'He  is  my  shepherd, 

And  shall  perform  all  my  pleasure' ; 

Even  saying  to  Jerusalem,  'Thou  shalt  be  built' ; 

And  to  the  tcmplcy  'Thy  foundation  shall  be  laid/3' 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  to  his  anointed, 

To  Cyrus,  whose  right  hand  I  have  held, 

To  subdue  nations  fee/ore  him; 

And  I  will  loose  the  loins  of  kings, 

To  open  before  him  the  two-leaved  gates; 

And  the  gates  shall  not  be  shut: 

"I  will  go  before  thee, 

And  make  the  crooked  places  straight: 
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I  will  Ireak  in  pieces  the  gates  of  "brass, 

And  cut  in  sunder  the  bars  of  iron; 

And  I  will  give  thec  the  treasures  of  darkness, 

And  hidden  riches  of  secret  places, 

That  thou  mayest  know  that  I,  the  'Lori, 

Which  call  thee  loy  thy  mmey  am  the  God  of  Israel. 

For  Jacob  my  servant's  sake, 

And  Israel  mine  eled, 

I  hare  even  called  thee  fcy  thy  name; 

I  have  siirnamed  thee3  though  thou  hast  not  known  me. 

I  am  the  J^ord,  and  there  is  none  else, 

There  is  no  God  Reside  me; 

I  girded  theey  though  thou  hast  not  known  me: 

That  they  may  'know  from  the  rising  of  the  sun, 

And  from  the  west,  that  there  is  none  beside  me. 

I  am  the  Lord, 

And  there  is  none  else. 

I  form  the  light,  and  create  darkness: 

I  make  yeace,  and  create  evil: 

I  the  Lord  do  all  theses  things. 

Drop  down,  ye  heavens,  from  above,  and  let  the  skies  pour  down 

righteousness; 

Let  the  earth  open,  and  let  them  bring  forth  salvation, 
And  let  righteousness  spring  up  together; 
I  the  Lord  have  created  it. 
Woe  unto  him  that  striveth  with  his  Maker! 
Let  the  potsherd  strive  with  the  potsherds  of  the  earth. 
Shall  the  clay  say  to  him  that  fashiomth  it,  'What  makest  tfeou?* 
Or  thy  work,  'He  hath  no  hands?' 

Woe  unto  him  that  saith  unto  his  father,  'What  legettest  thou}9 
Or  to  the  woman,  'What  hast  thou  Ir ought  forth?*" 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the.  Holy  One  of  Israel,  and  his  Maker, 

"Ask  me  of  things  to  come  concerning  my  sons, 

And  concerning  the  work  of  my  hands  command  ye  me. 

I  have  made  the  earth,  and  created  man  upon  it; 
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I,  even  my  "hands,  have  stretched  out  the  heavens, 

And  all  their  host  have  I  commanded. 

1  have  raised  him  up  in  righteousness,  and  I  will  dired  all  his  ways; 

He  shall  luild  my  city,  and  he  shall  let  go  my  captives, 

J^pt  for  price  nor  reward"  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts, 

"Come  Doivn,  and  Sit  in  the  Dust" 

Co  we  doum,  and  sit  in  the  dust,  O  virgin  daughter  of  Babylon, 

Sit  on  the  ground; 

There  is  no  throne,  O  daughter  of  the  Chaldeans; 

For  thou  shalt  no  more  be  called  tender  and  delicate. 

Take  the  millstones,  and  grind  meal; 

Uncover  thy  locks,  make  bare  the  leg,  uncover  the  thigh,  pass  over 

the  rivers. 

Thy  nakedness  shall  he  uncovered,  yea,  thy  shame  shall  he  seen; 
I  uill  take  vengeance,  and  I  will  not  meet  thee  as  a  man. 
As  for  our  redeemer,  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name, 
The  Holy  One  of  Israel. 
Sit  thou  silent,  and  get  thee  into  darkness,  O  daughter  of  the  Chat- 

deans; 
For  thou  shalt  no  more  le  called  the  Lady  of  Kingdoms. 

"Listen,  O  Isles,  Unto  Me" 

Listen,  O  isles,  unto  me; 

And  hearken,  ye  people,  from  far; 

The  Lord  hath  called  me  from  the  womb; 

From  the  bowels  of  my  mother  hath  he  made  mention  of  my  name. 

And  he  hath  made  my  mouth  like  a  sharp  sword; 

In  the  shadow  ofhis  hand  hath  he  hid  me, 

And  made  me  a  polished  shaft; 

In  his  quiver  hath  he  hid  me; 

And  said  unto  me,  "Thou  art  my  servant, 

0  Israel,  in  whom  I  will  he  glorified." 
Then  I  said,  "I  have  laboured  in  vain, 

1  have  spent  my  strength  for  nought,  and  in  vain: 
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Yet  surely  my  judgment  is  the  Lord* 

And  my  work  with  my  God.™ 

And  now,  saith  the  Lord 

That  formed  me  from  the  womb  to  Be  Ins  servant, 

To  bring  Jacob  again  to  "him, 

Though  Israel  be  not  gathered, 

Yet  shall  I  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lard, 

And  my  God  shall  be  my  strength. 

And  he  said,  **It  is  a  light  thing 

That  thou  shouldest  be  my  servant 

To  raise  up  the  tribes  of  Jacob, 

And  to  restore  the  preserved  of  Israel: 

I  will  also  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles, 

That  thou  mayest  fee  my  salvation  unto  the  end  of  the  earth. 

"Awake!  Awake!  Put  on  Strength** 

Awake!  awake!  put  on  strength, 

O  arm  of  the  Lord! 

Awake,  as  in  the  ancient  days, 

In  the  generations  of  old! 

Art  thou  not  it  that  hath  cut  'R.ahab, 

And  wounded  the  dragon? 

Art  thou  not  it  which  hath  dried  the  sea, 

The  waters  of  the  great  deep; 

That  hath  made  the  depths  of  the  sea  a  way 

For  the  ransomed  to  pass  over? 

Therefore  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  shall  return, 

And  come  with  singing  unto  Zion; 

And  everlasting  joy  shall  fee  upon  their  head; 

They  slutll  obtain  gladness  and  joy; 

And  sorrow  and  mourning  shall  flee  away. 

Awake,  awake;  put  on 
Thy  strength,  O  Zion; 
Put  on  thy  beautiful  garments, 
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O  Jerusalem,  the  holy  city! 

For  henceforth  there  shall  no  more  come  into  thee 

The  uncircumcised  and  the  unclean. 

Shake  thyself  from  the  dust; 

Arise,  and  sit  down,  O  Jerusalem; 

Loose  thyself  from  -the  loan  ds  of  thy  neck, 

O  captive  daughter  ofZion. 

For  thus  saith  the  Lord, 

"Ye  have  sold  yourselves  for  nought; 

And  ye  shall  te  redeemed  without  money." 

How  Beautiful  upon  the  mountains 

Are  -the  feet  of  him  that  loringeth  good  tidings, 

That  publisheth  peace; 

That  hringeth  good  tidings  of  good, 

That  publisheth  salvation; 

That  saith  unto  Zion,  "Thy  God  reignethr 

Thy  watchmen  shall  lift  up  the  voice; 

\Vitk  the  voice  together  shall  they  sing: 

For  they  shall  see  eye  to  eye, 

the  Lord  shall  bring  again  Zion. 


Break  forth  into  joy, 

Sing  together  3  ye  waste  places  of  Jerusalem: 

For  the  Lord  hath  comforted  his  people, 

He  hath  redeemed  Jerusalem. 

The  Lord  hath  made  hare  his  holy  arm 

In  the  eyes  of  all  the  nations; 

And  all  the  ends  of  the  earth 

Shall  see  the  salvation  of  our  God. 

"Behold,  My  Servant  Shall  Deal  Prudently9 

Behold,  my  servant  shall  deal  prudently, 

He  shall  he  exalted  and  extolled,  and  he  very  high. 

As  many  were  astonished  at  thee; 

His  visage  was  so  marred  more  than  any  man, 

And  his  form  more  than  the  sons  of  men: 
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So  shall  he  sprinkle  many  nations; 

The,  Icings  shall  shut  their  mouths  at  him: 

For  that  which  had  not  })een  told  them  shall  they  see; 

And  that  which  they  had  not  heard  shall  they  consider. 


Relieved  our  report? 
And  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed? 
For  he  shall  grow  up  before  him  as  a  tender  plant, 
And  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground: 
He  hath  no  form  nor  comeliness; 
And  when  we  shall  see  him,  there  is  no  beauty  that  we  should 

desire  him. 

He  is  despised  and  rejeded  of  men; 
A  man  of  sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief: 
And  we  hid  as  it  were  our  faces  from  him; 
He  was  despised,  and  we  esteemed  him  not. 

Surely  he  hath  borne  our  grief  sf 

And  carried  our  sorrows: 

Yet  we  did  esteem  him  stricken, 

Smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted. 

But  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions, 

He  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities: 

The  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him; 

And  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed. 

All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray; 

We  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way; 

And  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him 

The  iniquity  of  us  all. 

lie  was  oppressed,  and  he  was  ajfliftcd, 

Yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth: 

He  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter, 

And  as  a  sheep  before  her  shearers  is  dumb, 

So  he  openeth  not  his  mouth. 

He  was  taken  from  prison  and  from  judgment: 

And  who  shall  declare  his  generation? 
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For  lie  was  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of  the  living: 
For  the.  transgression  of  my  people  was  he  stricken. 
And  he  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked. 
And  with  the  rich  in  his  death; 
Because  he  had  done  no  violence, 
Neither  was  any  deceit  in  his  mouth. 

Yet  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  hruise  him; 

He  hath  put  him  to  grief: 

~\Vhcn  thou  shalt  make  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin, 

The  pleasure  of  the  Lord  shall  prosper  in  his  hand. 

He  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  shall  he  satisfied: 

By  his  knowledge  shall  my  righteous  servant  justify  -many; 

For  he  shall  hear  their  iniquities. 

Therefore  will  I  divide  him  a  portion  with  the  great, 

And  he  shall  divide  the  spoil  with  the  strong; 

Because  he  hath  poured  out  his  soul  unto  death: 

And  he  was  numbered  with  the  transgressors; 

And  he  bore  the  sin  of  many, 

And  -made  intercession  for  the  transgressors. 

"Sing,  O  Barren' 

"Sing,  O  barren, 

Thou  that  didst  not  hear; 

Break  forth  into  singing,  and  cry  aloud, 

Thou  that  didst  not  travail  with  child: 

For  more  are  the  children  of  the  desolate 

Than  the  children  of  the  married  wife, " 

Saith  the  Lord. 

"Enlarge  the  -place  of  thy  tent, 

And  let  them  stretch  forth  the  curtains  of  thine  habitations: 

Spare  not,  lengthen  thy  cords, 

And  strengthen  thy  stakes; 

Fof  thou  shalt  hreak  forth  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left; 

And  thy  seed  shall  inherit  the  Gentiles, 
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And  make  the  desolate  cities  to  le  inhabited. 

Fear  not;  for  thou  shalt  not  he  ashamed: 

"Neither  he  thou  confounded;  for  thou  shalt  not  le  put  to  shame: 

For  thou  shalt  forget  the  shame  of  thy  youth, 

And  shalt  not  remember  the  reproach  of  thy  widowhood  any  more. 

For  thy  Maker  is  thine  husband; 

The  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name; 

And  thy  Redeemer  the  Holy  One  of  Israel; 

The  God  of  the  whole  earth  shall  he  le  called. 

For  a  small  moment  have  I  forsaken  thee; 

But  with  great  mercies  will  I  gather  thee. 

In  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from  thee  for  a  moment; 

But  with  everlasting  kindness  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee, 

Saith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer. 

"For  this  is  as  the  waters  ofJ^pah  unto  me: 

For  as  I  have  sworn  that  the  waters  of~Njah  should  no  more  go  over 

the  earth; 
So  have  I  sworn  that  I  would  not  le  wroth  with  thee,  nor  rebuke 

thee. 

For  the  mountains  shall  depart, 
And  the  hills  le  removed; 
But  my  kindness  shall  not  depart  from  thee, 
Neither  shall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  le  removed, 
Saith  the  Lord  that  hath  mercy  on  thee. 

"O  thou  afflided, 

Tossed  with  tempest,  and  not  comforted, 

Behold,  I  will  lay  thy  stones  with  fair  colours, 

And  lay  thy  foundations  with  sapphires. 

And  I  will  make  thy  windows  of  agates, 

And  thy  gates  of  carbuncles, 

And  all  thy  lorders  of  pleasant  stones. 

And  all  thy  children  shall  le  taught  of  the  Lord; 

And  great  shall  le  the  peace  of  thy  children. " 
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"Ho,  Every  One  That  Thirtieth" 

"Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters, 

And  lie  that  hath  no  money;  come  ye,  louyy  and  eat; 

Yea,  come,  huy  wine  and  milk 

Vtfithout  money  and  without  price. 

Vtfhcreforc  do  ye  spend  money  for  that  which  is  not  krcad? 

And  your  labour  for  that  which  satisfieth  not? 

Hearken  diligently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  ^vhich  is  good, 

And  let  your  soul  delight  itself  in  fatness. 

Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me; 

Hear,  and  your  soul  shall  live; 

And  I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  you, 

Even  the  sure  mercies  of  David. 

Behold,  I  have  given  him  for  a  witness  to  the  people, 

A  leader  and  commander  to  the  people. 

Behold,  thou  shalt  call  a  nation  that  thou  knowest  not, 

And  nations  that  knew  not  thee  shall  run  unto  thee 

Because  of  the  Lord  thy  God, 

And  for  the  Holy  One  of  Israel;  for  he  hath  glorified  thee. 

Seek  ye  the  "Lord  while  he  may  be  found, 

Call  ye  upon  him  wliile  he  is  near: 

Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way, 

And  the  unrighteous  -man  his  thoughts: 

And  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord, 

And  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him; 

And  to  our  God, 

For  he  will  abundantly  pardon. 

For  my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts} 

Neither  are  your  ways  my  ways, "  saith  the  Lord* 

"For  as  the  heavens 

Are  higher  than  the  earth, 

So  are  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways, 

And  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts. 
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For  as  the  rain  cometh  down,  and  the  snow  from  heaven, 

And  returned  not  thither,  lout  water eth  the  earth. 

And  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud, 

That  it  may  give  seed  to  the  sower,  and  bread  to  the  eater: 

So  shall  my  word  he  that  go  eth  forth  out  of  my  mouth: 

It  shall  not  return  unto  me  void, 

But  it  shall  accomplish  that  which  I  please, 

And  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  sent  it. 

For  ye  shall  go  out  with  joy, 

And  he  led  forth  with  peace: 

The  mountains  and  the  hills  shall  break  forth  before  you  into  singing, 

And  all  the  trees  of  the  field  shall  clap  their  hands. 

Instead  of  the  thorn  shall  come  up  the  fir  tree, 

And  instead  of  the  brier  shall  come  up  the  myrtle  tree: 

And  it  shall  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  name, 

For  an  everlasting  sign  that  shall  not  be  cut  off."  . 

"Arise,  Shine!" 

Arise,  shine!  for  thy  light  is  come, 

And  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee. 

For,  behold,  the  darkness  shall  cover  the  earth, 

And  gross  darkness  the  people: 

But  the  "Lord  shall  arise  upon  thee, 

And  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon  thee. 

And  the  Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light. 

And  kings  to  the  brightness  of  thy  rising. 

Lift  up  thine  eyes  round  about,  and  seel 

All  they  gather  themselves  together,  they  come  to  thee: 

Thy  sons  shall  come  from  far, 

And  thy  daughters  shall  be  nursed  at  thy  side. 

Then  thou  shalt  see,  and  flow  together, 

And  thine  heart  shall  fear,  and  be  enlarged; 

Because  the  abundance  of  the  sea  shall  be  converted  unto  thee, 

The  forces  of  the  Gentiles  shall  come  unto  thee. 
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The  -multitude  ofcamds  shall  cover  theey 

The  dromedaries  of  Median  and  Ephah; 

All  they  from  SkeBa  shall  come: 

They  shall  Bring  gold  and  incense, 

And  they  shall  show  forth  the  praises  of  the  Lord. 

All  the  flocks  ofKcdar  shall  be  gathered  together  unto  thee, 

The  rams  ofNcbaioth  shall  minister  unto  thee: 

They  shall  come  up  with  acceptance  on  mine  altar, 

And  I  will  glorify  the  house  of  my  glor^. 

Who  are  these  that  fly  as  a  cloud, 

And  as  the  doves  to  their  windows? 

Surely  the  isles  shall  wait  for  me3 

And  the  ships  of  Tar shish  first, 

To  Bring  thy  sons  from  far, 

Their  silver  and  their  gold  with  them, 

Unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God, 

And  to  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  because  he  hath  glorified  thee. 

And  the  sons  of  strangers  shall  build  up  thy  walls, 

And  their  Icings  shall  minister  unto  thee: 

For  in  my  wrath  I  smote  thee, 

Bwt  in  my  favour  have  I  had  mercy  on  thee. 

Therefore  thy  gates  shall  Be  open  continually, 

They  shall  not  Be  shut  day  nor  night. 

That  men  -may  bring  unto  thee  the  forces  of  the  Gentiles, 

And  that  their  kings  may  be  brought. 

For  the  nation  and  kingdom  that  will  not  serve  thee  shall  perish; 

Yea,  those  nations  shall  be  utterly  wasted. 

The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  come  unto  thee, 
The  fir  tree,  the  pine  tree,  and  the  box  together, 
To  beautify  the  place  of  my  sanduary; 
And  I  will  make  the  place  of  my  feet  glorious. 

The  sons  also  of  them  that  afflided  thee  shall  come  bending  unto  thee, 
And  all  they  that  despised  thee  shall  bow  themselves  down  at  the 
soles  of  thy  feet; 
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And  they  shall  call  thee  "the  city  of  the  Lord, 
The  Zion  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel." 

Vtfhereas  thou  hast  been  forsaken  and  hated, 

So  that  no  man  went  through  theey 

1  will  make  thee  an  eternal  excellency, 

A.  joy  of  many  generations. 

Thou  shalt  also  sucfc  the  milk  of  the  Gentiles, 

And  shalt  stick  the  breast  of  kings: 

And  thoTi  shalt  know  that  I  the  Lord  am  thy  Saviour 

And  thy  Redeemer,  the  -mighty  One  of  Jacob. 

For  Brass  I  will  bring  gold, 

And  for  iron  I  will  bring  silver, 

And  for  wood  brass, 

And  for  stones  iron; 

I  will  also  make  thy  officers  peace, 

And  thine  exaftors  righteousness, 

Violence  shall  no  'more  be  heard  in  thy  land, 

^Wasting  nor  destruction  within  thy  borders; 

But  thou  shalt  call  thy  walls  Salvation, 

And  thy  gates  Praise. 

The  sun  shall  be  no  more  thy  light  by  day, 

Neither  for  brightness  shall  the  moon  give  light  unto  thee: 

But  the  Lord  shall  be  unto  thee  an  everlasting  light, 

And  thy  God  thy  glory. 

Thy  sun  shall  no  more  go  doum, 

Neither  skall  thy  moon  withdraw  itself: 

For  the  Lord  shall  be  thine  everlasting  light, 

And  the  days  of  thy  'mourning  shall  be  ended. 

Thy  people  also  shall  be  all  righteous: 

They  shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever, 

The  branch  of  my  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands, 

That  I  may  be  glorified. 

A  little  one  shall  become  a  thousand, 

And  a  small  one  a  strong  nation: 

[575] 


THE  UNKNOWN  PROPHET 

I  the  Lord  ivill  hasten  it 
In  his  time. 

"The  Sprit  of  the  Lord  God  Is  Upon  Me" 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me; 

Because  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me 

To  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek; 

He  hath  sent  me  to  loind  up  the  brokenhearted, 

To  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 

And  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  l)ound; 

To  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord, 

And  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God; 

To  comfort  all  that  mourn; 

To  appoint  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Zion, 

To  give  unto  them  beauty  for  ashes, 

The  oil  of  joy  for  mourning, 

The  garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness, 

That  they  might  he  called  trees  of 'righteousness, 

The  planting  of  the  Lord,  that  he  might  fee  glorified. 

And  they  shall  build  the  old  wastes, 
They  shall  raise  up  the  former  desolations, 
And  they  shall  repair  the  waste  cities, 
The  desolations  of  many  generations. 
And  strangers  shall  stand  and  feed  your  flocks, 
And  the  sons  of  the  alien  shall  he  your  plowmen  and  your  vine- 
dressers. 

But  ye  shall  le  named  the  Priests  of  the  Lord: 
Men  shall  call  you  the  Ministers  of  our  God: 
Ye  shall  eat  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles, 
And  in  their  glory  shall  ye  toast  yourselves. 

For  your  shame  ye  shall  have  double; 

And  for  confusion  they  shall  rejoice  in  their  portion: 

Therefore  in  their  land  they  shall  possess  the  double: 

Everlasting  joy  shall  }?e  unto  them. 

For  I  the  Lord  love  judgment, 
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I  hate  robbery  for  burnt  offering; 

And  I  ivill  direct  their  work  in  truth, 

And  I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  them. 

And  their  seed  shall  lot  known  among  the  Gentiles, 

And  their  offspring  among  the  people: 

All  that  see  them  shall  acknowledge  them, 

That  they  are  the  seed  which  the  Lord  hath  Blessed. 

I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 

My  soul  shall  Be  joyful  in  my  God; 

For  he  hath  clothed  me  with  the  garments  of  salvation, 

He  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteousness, 

As  a  bridegroom  decketh  himself  with  ornaments, 

And  as  a  bride  adorneth  herself  with  her  jewels. 

For  as  the  earth  bringeth  forth  her  bud, 

And  as  the  garden  causeth  the  things  that  are  sown  in  it  to  spring 

forth; 

So  the  Lord  God  will  cause  righteousness  and  praise 
To  spring  forth  before  all  the  nations. 

"For  Zion's  Sake" 

For  Zions  sake  will  I  not  hold  my  peace, 

And  for  Jerusalem's  sake  I  uuill  not  rest, 

Until  the  righteousness  thereof  go  forth  as  brightness, 

And  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  hurneth. 

And  the  Gentiles  shall  see  thy  righteousness, 
And  all  kings  thy  glory: 
And  thou  shalt  be  called  hy  a  new  name, 
Which  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  shall  name. 

Thou  shalt  also  he  a  crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord, 
And  a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy  God, 

Thou  shalt  no  more  Be  termed  Forsaken; 
Neither  shall  thy  land  any  more  Be  termed  Desolate: 
But  thou  shalt  Be  called  Heph% 
And  thy  land  Beulah; 
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For  the  Lord  delighteth  in  thee, 
And  thy  land  shall  he  married. 

For  as  a  young  man  marrieth  a  virgin, 

So  shall  thy  sons  marry  thee: 

And  as  the  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the  bride, 

So  shall  thy  God  rejoice  over  thee. 

I  have  set  watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  O  Jerusalem , 

Which  shall  never  hold  their  peace  day  nor  night: 

Ye  that  -make  mention  of  the  Lord, 

Keep  not  silence, 

And  give  him  no  rest,  till  he  establish, 

And  till  be  mak e  Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth. 

The  Lord  hath  sworn  loy  his  right  hand, 
And  loy  the  arm  of  his  strength, 
"Surely  I  will  no  more  give  thy  corn 
To  fee  meat  for  thine  enemies; 

And  the  sons  of  the  stranger  shall  not  drink  thy  wine, 
For  the  which  thou  hast  laboured: 
But  they  that  have  gathered  it  shall  eat  it, 
And  praise  the  Lord; 

And  they  that  have  brought  it  together  shall  drink  it 
In  the  courts  of  my  holiness." 

Go  through,  go  through  the  gates! 
Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  people! 
Cast  up,  cast  up  the  highway! 
Gather  out  the  stones! 
Lift  up  a  standard  for  the  people! 

Behold,  the  Lord  hath  proclaimed  unto  the  end  of  the  world, 
"Say  ye  to  the  daughter  ofZion, 
'Behold,  thy  salvation  cometh; 

Behold,  his  reward  is  with  him, 

And  his  work  before  him.  * 

And  they  shall  call  them,  'The  holy  people, 
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The  redeemed  of  the  Lord': 

And  thou  shall  lot  called,  'Sought  out, 

A  city  not  forsaken. 

"Who  Is  This  That  Cometh  from  Edom?" 

"Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  Edom? 
With  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah? 
This  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel., 
Travelling  in  the  greatness  of  his  strength?" 

"I  that  speak  in  righteousness, 
Mighty  to  save. " 

"Wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel, 
And  thy  garments  like  him  that  treadeth  in  the  winefat?" 

"I  have  trodden  the  winepress  alone; 
And  of  the  people  there  was  none  with  me: 
For  I  will  tread  them  in  mine  anger, 
And  trample  them  in  my  fury; 

And  their  Hood  shall  fee  sprinkled  upon  my  garments, 
And  I  will  stain  all  my  raiment. 
For  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart, 
And  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come. 

And  I  looked,  and  there  was  none  to  help; 

And  I  wondered  that  there  was  none  to  uphold: 

Therefore  mine  own  arm  brought  salvation  unto  me; 

And  my  fury,  it  upheld  -me. 

And  I  will  tread  down  the  people  in  mine  anger, 

And  make  them  drunk  in  my  fury, 

And  I  will  bring  down  their  strength  to  the  earth.  " 

"I  Will  Mention  the  Lowngkindnesscs  of  the  Lord" 

I  will  mention  the  lovingkindnesses  of  the  Lord, 
And  the  praises  of  the  Lord, 

According  to  all  that  the  Lord  hath  bestowed  on  us, 
And  the  great  goodness  toward  the  house  of  Israel, 
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Which  he  hath  bestowed  on  them  according  to  his  mercies, 

And  according  to  the  multitude  of  his  lovingkindnesses. 

For  he  said,  "Surely  they  are  my  people, 

Children  that  will  not  lie" : 

So  he  was  their  Saviour. 

In  all  their  afflidion  he  was  afflided, 

And  the  angel  of  his  presence  saved  them: 

In  his  love  and  in  his  pity  he  redeemed  them; 

And  he  bore  them,  and  carried  them  all  the  days  of  old. 

But  they  rebelled,  and  vexed  his  holy  Spirit: 
Therefore  he  was  turned  to  lot  their  enemy, 
And  he  fought  against  them. 
Then  he  remembered  the  days  of  old, 
Moses,  and  his  people,  saying, 
"Where  is  he  that  brought  them  up  out  of  the  sea  with  the  shepherd 

of  his  flock? 

Where  is  he  that  put  his  holy  Spirit  within  him? 
That  led  them  by  the  right  hand  of  Moses 
With  his  glorious  arm, 
Dividing  the  water  before  them, 
To  make  himself  an  everlasting  name? 
That  led  them  through  the  deep, 
As  a  horse  in  the  wilderness, 
That  they  should  not  stumble? 
As  a  beast  goeth  down  into  the  valley, 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  caused  him  to  rest" : 
So  didst  thou  lead  thy  people, 
To  make  thyself  a  glorious  name. 

Look  dovunfrom  heaven, 

And  behold  from  the  habitation  of  thy  holiness  and  of  thy  glory: 

Where  is  thy  zeal  and  thy  strength, 

The  sounding  of  thy  bowels  and  of  thy  mercies  toward  me? 

Are  they  restrained? 

Doubtless  thou  art  our  father, 

Though  Abraham  be  ignorant  of  us,  , 
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And  Israel  acknowledge  us  not: 

Thou,  O  Lord,  art  our  father,  our  redeemer; 

Thy  name  is  from  everlasting. 

O  Lord,  why  hast  thou  made  us  to  err  from  thy  ways9 

And  hardened  our  hearts  from  thy  fear? 

Return  for  thy  servants'  sake, 

The  tribes  of  thine  inheritance. 

The  people  of  thy  holiness  have  possessed  it  lout  a  little  while: 

Our  adversaries  have  trodden  down  thy  sanctuary. 

We  are  thine: 

Thou  never  forest  rule  over  them; 

They  were  not  called  hy  thy  name. 


THE  VISION  OF  OBADIAH 

IN  THE  WORK  OF  OBADIAH,  the  shortest  took  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, we  an  definitely  among  the  Minor  Prophets,  not  merely  in  the 
sense  of  brevity 3  lut  in  the  scale  of  importance.  The  short  poems  of  such 
older  writers  as  T^ahum  and  Halakkuk  dealt  with  major  issues  and  in 
the  grand  manner.  Oladiah,  though  adually  writing  shortly  after  the 
kginning  of  the  Exile,  is  symptomatic  of  approaching  decline  in  the  weak- 
ness of  loth  his  style  and  content.  His  poem  was  simply  a  plaintive  re- 
proach addressed  to  the  neighboring  nation  of  E dom  for  not  having  allied 
•itself  with  the  Jews  in  their  last  struggle  with  Babylon. 
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"We  Have  Heard  a  Rumour  jroin  the  Lord" 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  concerning  Edom: 

"We  have  heard  a  rumour  from  the  Lord, 

And  an  ambassador  is  sent  among  the  heathen: 
'Arise  ye,  and  let  us  rise  up  against  her  in  tattle. ' 

'Behold,  I  have  made  thee  small  among  the  heathen: 

Thou  art  greatly  despised. 

The  pride  of  thine  heart  hath  deceived  thee, 

Thou  that  dullest  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock, 

Whose  habitation  is  high; 

That  saith  in  his  heart,  'Who  shall  bring  me  down  to  the  ground?' 

Though  thou  ezalt  thyself  as  the  eagle, 

And  thoiigh  thou  set  thy  nest  among  the  stars, 

Thence  will  I  bring  thee  down"  saith  the  Lord. 

"If  thieves  came  to  thee, 
If  rotters  by  night 
(How  art  thou  cut  off!) , 
Would  they  not  have  stolen  till  they  had  enough? 
If  the  grapegatherers  came  to  thee, 
Would  they  not  leave  some  grapes? 
Hoiv  are  the  things  of  Esau  searched  out! 
How  are  his  hidden  things  sought  up! 

All  the  men  of  thy  confederacy  have  tr  ought  thee  even  to  the  torder; 
The  men  that  were  at  peace  with  thee  have  deceived  thee,  and  pre- 
vailed against  thee; 

They  that  eat  thy  bread  have  laid  a  wound  under  thee" : 
There  is  none  understanding  in  him. 
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"Shall  I  not  in  that  lay?  saith  the.  Lord, 

"Even  destroy  the  wise  men  out  ofEdom, 
And  understanding  out  of  the  mount  of  Esau? 
And  thy  migkty  men,  O  Teman,  shall  he  dismayed, 
T0  the  end  that  every  one  of  the  mount  of  Esau  may  he  cut  ojf  hy 
slaughter." 

For  thy  violence  against  thy  brother  Jacob  shame  shall  cover  thec, 

And  thou  shalt  le  cut  off  for  ever. 

In  the  day  that  thou  stoodest  on  the  other  side, 

In  the  day  that  the  strangers  carried  away  captive  his  forces, 

And  foreigners  entered  into  his  gates,  and  cast  lots  upon  Jerusalem, 

Even  thou  wast  as  one  of  them. 

But  thou  shouldest  not  have  looked  on  the  day  of  thy  brother 

In  the  day  that  he  lecame  a  stranger; 

"Neither  shouldest  thou  have  rejoiced  over  the  -children  ofjudah 

In  the  day  of  their  destrudion; 

Neither  shouldest  thou  have  spoken  proudly  in  the  day  of  distress. 
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THE  PROPHET  HAGGAI  performed  a  meritorious  and  useful  task  in 
arousing  the  people  of  Jerusalem  to  rebuild  the  Temple  in  520  B.  C. 
But  in  his  work  there  is  no  trace  of  the  ancient  splendor  of  prophecy,  now 
lost  forever.  His  writings  were  simply  good  sermons  in  an  excellent  cause. 
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The  Rebuilding  of  ike  Temple 

IN  THE  SECOND  YEAR  OF  DARIUS  the  king,  in  the  sixth  month,  in 
the  first  day  of  the  month,  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  by 
Haggai  the  prophet  unto  Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  gov- 
ernor of  Judah,  and  to  Joshua  the  son  of  Josedech,  the  high  priest, 
saying, 

"Thus  speaketh  the  Lord  of  hosts,  saying,  'This  people  say, 
"The  time  is  not  come,  the  time  that  the  Lord's  house  should  be 
built/" 

"]^[ow  therefore,"  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts: 
"Consider  your  ways. 

Ye  have  sown  much,  and  bring  in  little; 

Ye  eat,  lut  ye  have  not  enough; 

Ye  drink,  but  ye  are  not  filled  with  drink; 

Ye  clothe  you,  lout  there  is  none  warm; 

And  he  that  earneth  wages  earneth  wages  to  put  it  into  a  lag  with 
holes. " 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts; 
"Consider  your  ways. 

Go  up  to  the  mountain,  and  bring  wood,  and  luild  the  house; 

And  I  will  take  pleasure  in  it,  and  I  will  lc  glorified, "  saith  the  Lord. 
"Ye  looked  for  much,  and,  lo}  it  came  to  little; 

And  when  ye  brought  it  home,  I  did  llow  upon  it. 

Why?"  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
"Because  of  mine  house  that  is  waste, 

And  ye  run  every  man  unto  his  own  house. 
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Therefore  the  heaven  over  you  is  stayed  from  dew, 
And  the  earth  is  stayed  from  her  fruit 
And  I  called  for  a  drought  upon  the  land, 
And  upon  the  mountains,  and  upon  the  corn, 
And  upon  the  new  wine,  and  upon  the  oil, 
And  upon  that  which  the  ground  loringeth  forth, 
And  upon  men,  and  upon  cattle, 
And  upon  all  the  labour  of  the  hands.39 

Then  Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  Joshua  the  son  of 
Josedech,  tke  high  priest,  with  all  the  remnant  of  the  people, 
obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord  their  God,  and  the  words  of 
Haggai  the  prophet,  as  the  Lord  their  God  had  sent  him,  and 
the  people  did  fear  before  the  Lord.  Then  spoke  Haggai  the 
Lord's  messenger  in  the  Lord's  message  unto  the  people,  say 

ing, 

"1  am  with  you/  saith  the  Lord." 

And  the  Lord  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Zerubbabel  the  son  of 
Shealtiel,  governor  of  Judah,  and  the  spirit  of  Joshua  the  son  of 
Josedech,  the  high  priest,  and  the  spirit  of  all  the  remnant  of  the 
people;  and  they  came  and  did  work  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  their  God,  in  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  the  sixth 
month,  in  the  second  year  of  Darius  the  king. 
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IN  THE  WORK  OF  ZECHARIAH,  &  contemporary  of  Haggai  who  as- 
sisted Itiirt  in  urging  on  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple,  the  influence  of 
Ezekiel  is  seen  in  the  emphasis  upon  symbolism  tut  without  the  wealth 
of  suggestion  that  Ezckiel  put  lehind  it. 


.. 

The  Vision  of 

ZECHARIAH 


Tke  Angel  in  the  Myrtle  Trees 

UPON  THE  FOUR  AND  TWENTIETH  DAY  of  the  eleventh  month, 
winch  is  the  month  Set  at,  in  the  second  year  of  Darius, 
came  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Berechiah, 
the  son  of  Iddo  the  prophet,  saying, 

"I  saw  by  night,  and  beheld  a  man  riding  upon  a  red  horse, 
and  he  stood  among  the  myrtle  trees  that  were  in  the  bottom; 
and  behind  him  were  there  red  horses,  speckled,  and  white. 
Then  said  I,  'O  my  lord,  what  are  these?'  And  the  angel  that 
talked  with  me  said  unto  me,  'I  will  show  thee  what  these  be. ' 

"And  the  man  that  stood  among  the  myrtle  trees  answered 
and  said,  These  are  they  whom  the  Lord  hath  sent  to  walk  to 
and  fro  through  the  earth/  And  they  answered  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  that  stood  among  the  myrtle  trees,  and  said,  'We  have 
walked  to  and  fro  through  the  earth,  and,  behold,  all  the  earth 
sitteth  still,  and  is  at  rest. ' 

"Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord  answered  and  said,  'O  Lord  of 
hosts,  how  long  wilt  thou  not  have  mercy  on  Jerusalem  and  on 
the  cities  of  Judah,  against  which  thou  hast  had  indignation 
these  threescore  and  ten  years?'  And  the  Lord  answered  the 
angel  that  talked  with  me  with  good  words  and  comfortable 
words.  So  the  angel  that  communed  with  me  said  unto  me,  'Cry 
thou,  saying,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts:  1  am  jealous  for 
Jerusalem  and  for  Zion  with  a  great  jealousy.  And  I  am  very 
sore  displeased  with  the  heathen  that  are  at  ease:  for  I  was  but 
a  little  displeased,  and  they  helped  forward  the  affliction. 
Therefore/  thus  saith  the  Lord;  1  am  returned  to  Jerusalem 
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with  mercies:  my  house  shall  be  built  in  it/  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  'and  a  line  shall  be  stretched  forth  upon  Jerusalem/"  Cry 
yet,  saying,  "Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts:  'My  cities  through 
prosperity  shall  yet  be  spread  abroad;  and  the  Lord  shall  yet 
comfort  Zion,  and  shall  yet  choose  Jerusalem. 

"Then  lifted  I  up  mine  eyes,  and  saw,  and  beheld  four  horns. 
And  I  said  unto  the  angel  that  talked  with  me,  'What  be  these?' 
And  he  answered  me,  'These  are  the  horns  which  have  scattered 
Judah,  Israel,  and  Jerusalem/ 

"And  the  Lord  showed  me  four  carpenters.  Then  said  I, 
'What  come  these  to  do?'  And  he  spoke,  saying,  'These  are  the 
horns  which  have  scattered  Judah,  so  that  no  man  did  lift  up  his 
head:  but  these  are  come  to  fray  them,  to  cast  out  the  horns  of 
the  Gentiles,  which  lifted  up  their  horn  over  the  land  of  Judah 
to  scatter  it. ' 

"I  lifted  up  mine  eyes  again,  and  looked,  and  beheld  a  man 
with  a  measuring  line  in  his  hand.  Then  said  I,  'Whither  goest 
thou?'  And  he  said  unto  me,  'To  measure  Jerusalem,  to  see  what 
is  the  breadth  thereof,  and  what  is  the  length  thereof/  And,  be- 
hold, the  angel  that  talked  with  me  went  forth,  and  another 
angel  went  out  to  meet  him,  and  said  unto  him,  'Run,  speak  to 
this  young  man,  saying,  "Jerusalem  shall  be  inhabited  as  towns 
without  walls  for  the  multitude  of  men  and  cattle  therein"': 
Tor  I/  saith  the  Lord,  'will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of  fire  round 
about,  and  will  be  the  glory  in  the  midst  of  her/" 
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THAT  CAME  TO  JOEL 

WITH  JOEL,  writing  in  the  fifth  century  B.  C. ,  there  was  a  momen- 
tary return  to  verse  and  an  attempt  to  recapture  the  manner  of  the  older 
prophets,  lout  he  was  letrayed  ly  the  slightness  of  his  theme,  which  was 
merely  a  plague  of  locusts.  Granted  that  such  a  misfortune  was  a  very 
genuine  calamity,  it  did  not  justify  the  use  of  language  that  had  ken 
appropriate  enough  in  describing  the  destruction  of  Njneveh  or  the  ap- 
proaching doom  of  the  whole  world. 
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"Alas  /or  the  Day!" 

O  ANCTIFY  YE  A  FAST,  call  a  solemn  assembly,  gather  the  elders 
O  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  into  the  house  of  the  Lord 
your  God,  and  cry  unto  the  Lord, 

"Alas  for  the  day!  for  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand, 
'And  as  a  destruction  from  the  Almighty  shall  it  come. 
Is  not  the  meat  cut  off  before  oitr  eyes, 
Yea,  joy  and  gladness  jrom  the  house  of  our  God? 
The  seed  is  rotten  under  their  clods, 
The  garners  are  laid  desolate, 
The  fcarns  are  broken  down; 
For  the  corn  is  withered. 
How  do  the  leasts  groan! 
The  herds  of  cattle  are  perplexed) 
Because  they  have  no  pasture; 
Yea,  the /locks  of  sheep  are  made  desolate. 

O  Lord,  to  thee  will  I  cry: 

For  the  fire  hath  devoured  the  pastures  of  the  wilderness, 

And  the  jflame  hath  burned  all  the  trees  of  the  field. 

The  leasts  of  the  field  cry  also  unto  thee: 

For  the  rivers  of  waters  are  dried  up, 

And  the  fire  hath  devoured  the  pastures  of  the  wilderness. 

Blow  ye  the  trumpet  in  Zion, 

And  sound  an  alarm  in  my  holy  mountain: 
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Let  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  tremble; 

For  the  (lay  of  the  Lord  cometh> 

For  it  is  nigh  at  hand; 

A  day  of  darkness  and  of  gloominess, 

A  day  of  clouds  and  of  thick  darkness, 

As  the  morning  spread  upon  the  mountains; 

A  great  people  and  a  strong; 

There  hath  not  been  ever  the  like, 

Neither  shall  be  any  more  after  it, 

Even  to  the  years  of  many  generations. 

Afire  devoureth  before  them; 

And  behind  them  aflame  burneth: 

The  land  is  as  the  gar  den  of  Eden  before  them. 

And  behind  them  a  desolate  wilderness; 

Yea,  and  nothing  shall  escape  them. 

The  appearance  of  them  is  as  the  appearance  of  horses; 

And  as  horsemen,  so  shall  they  run. 

Like  the  noise  of  chariots  on  the  tops  of  mountains  shall  they  leaf, 

Like  the  noise  of  aflame  of  fire  that  devoureth  the  stubble, 

As  a  strong  people  set  in  battle  array. 

Before  their  face  the  people  shall  be  much  pained: 

All  faces  shall  gather  blackness. 

They  shall  run  like  mighty  men; 

They  shall  climi  the  wall  like  men  of  war; 

And  they  shall  march  every  one  on  his  ways, 

And  they  shall  not  break  their  ranks: 

]\(either  shall  one  thrust  another; 

They  shall  walk  every  one  in  his  path: 

And  when  they  fall  upon  the  sword,  they  shall  not  be  wounded, 

They  shall  run  to  and  fro  in  the  city; 

They  shall  run  upon  the  wall, 

They  shall  climb  up  upon  the  houses; 

They  shall  enter  in  at  the  windows  like  a  thief. 

The  earth  shall  quake  before  them; 

The  heavens  shall  tremble: 
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cThe  sun  and  the  moon  shall  k  dark, 

And  the  stars  shall  withdraw  their  shining": 

And  the  Lord  shall  utter  his  voice  before  his  army:  for  his 
camp  is  very  great:  for  he  is  strong  that  executeth  his  word:  for 
the  day  of  the  Lord  is  great  and  very  terrible;  and  who  can 
abide  it? 
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MALACHI,  MY  MESSENGER 

THE  SHORT  BOOK  which  Brings  the  Old  Testament  to  a  dose  in  the 
traditional  arrangement  was  not,  as  most  readers  of  the  BiBle  suppose, 
written  fry  a  prophet  named  Malachi;  the  word  Malachi  meaning  mes- 
senger — in  this  cose  the  anticipated  "messenger  of  the  covenant"  or  Mes- 
siah— refers  to  the  suBjeft,  not  the  author,  of  the  Brief  series  of  dis- 
courses that  wake  up  the  took.  In  them  is  followed  the  raBBinical  method 
of  question  and  answer  which  appears  so  prominently  in  the  writings  of 
the  Apostle  Paul.  The  intuitive  inspiration  of  the  genuine  prophets  has 
Been  finally  replaced  in  the  Boole  of  Malachi  By  the  rationalising  attitude 
characteristic  of  later  times  so  that,  though  the  theme  is  still  derived  from 
prophecy  the  manner  of  presentation  is  now  that  of  a  wholly  different 
school. 
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Tkc  Messenger  of  the  Covenant 

BEHOLD,  i  WILL  SEND  MY  MESSENGER,  and  he  shall  prepare  the 
way  before  me:  and  the  Lord,  whom  ye  seek,  shall  suddenly 
come  to  his  temple,  even  the  messenger  of  the  covenant,  whom 
ye  delight  in:  behold,  he  shall  come/'  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

But  who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming?  and  who  shall 
stand  when  he  appeareth?  For  he  is  like  a  refiner's  fire,  and  like 
fuller's  soap:  and  he  shall  sit  as  a  refiner  and  purifier  of  silver: 
and  he  shall  purify  the  sons  of  Levi,  and  purge  them  as  gold  and 
silver,  that  they  may  offer  unto  the  Lord  an  offering  in  right^ 
eousness.  Then  shall  the  offering  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem  be 
pleasant  unto  the  Lord,  as  in  the  days  of  old,  and  as  in  former 
years. 

"And  I  will  come  near  to  you  to  judgment;  and  I  will  be  a 
swift  witness  against  the  sorcerers,  and  against  the  adulterers, 
and  against  false  sw~earers,  and  against  those  that  oppress  the 
hireling  in  his  wages,  the  widow,  and  the  fatherless,  and  that 
turn  aside  the  stranger  from  his  right,  and  fear  not  me,"  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts.  "For  I  am  the  Lord,  I  change  not;  therefore  ye 
sons  of  Jacob  are  not  consumed. 

"Even  from  the  days  of  your  fathers  ye  are  gone  away  from 
mine  ordinances,  and  have  not  kept  them.  Return  unto  me,  and 
I  will  return  unto  you,"  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  "But  ye  said, 
'Wherein  shall  we  return?' 

"Will  a  man  rob  God?  Yet  ye  have  robbed  me.  But  ye  say, 
'Wherein  have  we  robbed  thee?'  In  tithes  and  offerings.  Ye  are 
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cursed  with  a  curse:  for  ye  have  robbed  me,  even  this  whole 
nation.  Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there 
may  be  meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith/'  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  "if  I  will  not  open  you  the  windows  of 
heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be 
room  enough  to  receive  it.  And  I  will  rebuke  the  devourer  for 
your  sakes,  and  he  shall  not  destroy  the  fruits  of  your  ground; 
neither  shall  your  vine  cast  her  fruit  before  the  time  in  the 
field/'  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  "And  all  nations  shall  call  you 
blessed:  for  ye  shall  be  a  delightsome  land/'  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts. 

"Your  words  have  been  stout  against  me,"  saith  the  Lord. 
"Yet  ye  say,  'What  have  we  spoken  so  much  against  thee?'  Ye 
have  said,  'It  is  vain  to  serve  God:  and  what  profit  is  it  that  we 
have  kept  his  ordinance,  and  that  we  have  walked  mournfully 
before  the  Lord  of  hosts?  And  now  we  call  the  proud  happy; 
yea,  they  that  work  wickedness  are  set  up;  yea,  they  that  tempt 
God  are  even  delivered/" 

Then  they  that  feared  the  Lord  spoke  often  one  to  another: 
and  the  Lord  hearkened,  and  heard  it,  and  a  book  of  remenr 
brance  was  written  before  him  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord, 
and  that  thought  upon  his  name. 

"And  they  shall  be  mine/'  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  "in  that 
day  when  I  make  up  my  jewels;  and  I  will  spare  them,  as  a  man 
spareth  his  own  son  that  serveth  him.  Then  shall  ye  return,  and 
discern  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  between  him 
that  serveth  God  and  him  that  serveth  him  not.  For,  behold,  the 
day  cometh  that  shall  burn  as  an  oven;  and  all  the  proud,  yea, 
and  all  that  do  wickedly,  shall  be  stubble:  and  the  day  that 
cometh  shall  burn  them  up/'  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  "that  it 
shall  leave  them  neither  root  nor  branch.  But  unto  you  that  fear 
my  name  shall  the  Sun  of  righteousness  arise  with  healing  in  his 
wings;  and  ye  shall  go  forth,  and  grow  up  as  calves  of  the  stall. 
And  ye  shall  tread  down  the  wicked;  for  they  shall  be  ashes 
under  the  soles  of  your  feet  in  the  day  that  I  shall  do  this/'  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts. 
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"Remember  ye  the  law  of  Moses  my  servant,  winch  I  com- 
manded unto  him  in  Horeb  for  all  Israel,  with  the  statutes  and 
judgments. 

"Behold,  I  will  send  you  Elijah  the  prophet  before  the  com- 
ing of  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord:  and  he  shall  turn 
the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  heart  of  the  chil- 
dren to  their  fathers,  lest  I  come  and  smite  the  earth  with  a 
curse." 
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POETRY,  DRAMA,  FICTION,  AND  PHILOSOPHY 


THE  BOOK  OF  PSALMS 

AN  ANTHOLOGY  OF  SACRED  POETRY 

THE  PSALMS  arc  the  Jewish  hymnbook,  a  tremendous  anthology  of 
sacred  poetry  stretching  over  a  thousand  years.  The  earliest  poems  go 
hack  to  the  time  of  David  (1065—1015  B.  C.)  and  were  possibly  the 
produd  of  his  hand;  many  were  written  during  the  Kingdom  and  the 
Exile;  the  majority  are  post-Exilic.  The  colledion  assumed  its  present 
form  probably  as  late  as  150  B.  C. 

Owing  to  the  inclusion  of  numerous  earlier  anthologies  in  the  final 
compilation,  several  psalms  appear  more  than  once,  xiv  being  the  same  as 
LIII,  a  part  of  XL  Icing  repeated  as  LXX,  and  parts  of  LVTI  and  LX  king 
combined  as  cvm.  Many  of  the  poems  express  a  vindidive  spirit  of  per- 
sonal revenge  which  is  repellent  to  the  modern  reader,  hut  hy  far  the 
greater  number  are  as  enlightened  in  their  ethics  as  they  are  lofty  in  their 
religious  spirit.  Certainly  no  other  western  hymnbook  even  distantly  ap- 
proaches the  collection  of  the  Psalms  in  literary  value. 
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PSALM  ONE 


Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly, 

T^pr  standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners, 

J^or  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful. 

But  his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord; 

And  in  his  law  doth  he  meditate  day  and  night. 

And  he  shall  loe  like  a  tree  planted  By  the  rivers  of  water, 

That  Iringeth  forth  his  fruit  in  his  season; 

His  leaf  also  shall  not  wither; 

And  whatsoever  he  doeth  shall  prosper. 

The  ungodly  are  not  so; 

But  are  like  the  chaff  which  the  wind  driveth  away. 

Therefore  the  ungodly  shall  not  stand  in  the  judgment, 

JSjor  sinners  in  the  congregation  of  the  righteous. 

For  the  Lord  knowcth  the  way  of  the  righteous; 

But  the  way  of  the  ungodly  shall  perish. 


PSALM  TWO 


Why  do  the  heathen  rage, 
And  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing? 
The  kings  of  the  earth  set  themselves, 
And  the  rulers  take  counsel  together, 
Against  the  Lord,  and  against  his  anointed,  saying, 
"Let  us  Ireak  their  lands  asunder, 
And  cast  away  their  cords  from  us/' 
He  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh; 
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The  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision. 

Then  shall  he  speak  unto  them  in  his  wrathf 

And  vtx  them  in  his  sore  displeasure. 

"Yet  have  1  set  my  Icing 

Upon  my  holy  hill  ofZion." 

I  will  declare  the  decree: 

The  Lord  hath  said  unto  me,  "Thou  art  my  Son; 

This  day  have  I  legotten  thce. 

Ask  of  me,  and  I  shall  give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance, 

And  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  possession. 

Thou  shalt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron; 

Thou  shalt  dash  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel.  * 

Be  wise  now  therefore,  O  ye  kings; 

Be  instru&ed,  ye  judges  of  the  earth. 

Serve  the  Lord  with  fear, 

And  rejoice  with  trembling. 

Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  l>e  angry,  and  ye  perish  from  the  way, 

When  his  wrath  is  kindled  lout  a  little. 

Blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their  trust  in  him. 

PSALM  FOUR 

Hear  me  when  I  call,  O  God  of  my  righteousness; 

Thou  hast  enlarged  me  when  I  was  in  distress; 

Have  mercy  upon  me,  and  hear  my  prayer. 

O  ye  sons  of  men,  how  long  will  ye  turn  my  glory  into  shame? 

How  long  will  ye  love  vanity,  and  seek  after  leasing? 

But  know  that  the  Lord  hath  set  apart  him  that  is  godly  for  himself: 

The  Lord  will  hear  when  I  call  unto  him. 

Stand  in  awe,  and  sin  not: 

Commune  with  your  own  heart  upon  your  hcd,  and  be  still. 

Offer  the  sacrifices  of  righteousness, 

And  put  your  trust  in  the  Lord. 

There  he  many  that  say,  "Who  will  show  us  any  good?" 

Lord,  lift'thou  up  the  light  qfthy  countenance  upon  us. 

Thou  hast  put  gladness  in  my  heart, 

More  than  in  the  time  that  their  corn  and  their  wine  increased. 
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I  will  both  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  sleep, 
For  thou,  Lord,  only  makest  me  dwell  in  safety. 


PSALM  SIX 


O  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thine  anger } 
JNLeitker  chasten  me  in  thy  hot  displeasure. 
Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord;  for  I  am  weak; 

0  Lord,  heal  me;  for  my  lones  are  vexed. 
My  soul  is  also  sore  vexed: 

But  thou,  O  Lord,  how  long? 

Return,  O  Lord,  deliver  my  soul: 

Oh  save  me  for  thy  mercies'  sake. 

For  in  death  there  is  no  remembrance  ofthee: 

In  the  grave  who  shall  give  thee  thanks? 

1  am  weary  with  my  groaning; 

All  the  night  make  I  my  led  to  swim; 

I  water  my  couch  with  my  tears. 

Mine  eye  is  consumed  because  of  grief; 

It  waxeth  old  because  of  all  mine  enemies. 

Depart  from  me,  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity; 

For  the  Lord  hath  heard  the  voice  of  my  weeping. 

Tke  Lor d  hath  heard  my  supplication; 

The  Lord  will  receive  my  prayer. 

Let  all  mine  enemies  le  ashamed  and  sore  vexed: 

Let  them  return  and  lot  ashamed  suddenly. 


PSALM  EIGHT 


O  Lord  our  Lord, 

How  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth! 
WTio  hast  set  thy  glory  above  the  heavens. 

Out  of  the  mouth  of  lobes  and  sucklings  hast  thou  ordained  strength 
Because  of  thine  enemies, 

That  thou  mightest  still  the  enemy  and  the  avenger. 
When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of  thy  fingers, 
The  moon  and  the  stars,  which  thou  hast  ordained; 
What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him? 
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And  the  son  of  man,  that  thou  visitest  him? 

For  thou  hast  made  him  a  little  lower  than  the  angels, 

And  hast  crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour. 

Thou  madest  him  to  have  dominion  over  the  works  of  thy  hands; 

Thou  hast  put  all  things  under  his  feet: 

All  sheep  and  oxen, 

Yea,  and  the  leasts  of  the  field; 

The  fowl  of  the  air,  and  the  fish  of  the  sea, 

And  whatsoever  passeth  through  the  paths  of  the  seas. 

0  Lord  our  Lord, 

How  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth! 

PSALM   NINE 

1  will  praise  thee,  O  Lord,  with  my  whole  heart; 
I  will  show  forth  all  thy  marvellous  works. 

I  will  he  glad  and  rejoice  in  thee; 

I  will  sing  praise  to  thy  name,  O  thou  most  High. 

When  mine  enemies  are  turned  hack, 

They  shall  fall  and  perish  at  thy  presence. 

For  thou  hast  maintained  my  right  and  my  cause; 

Thou  sattest  in  the  throne  judging  right. 

Thou  hast  rebuked  the  heathen,  thou  hast  destroyed  the  wicked, 

Thou  hast  put  out  their  name  for  ever  and  ever. 

O  thou  enemy,  destructions  are  come  to  a  perpetual  end; 

And  thou  hast  destroyed  cities; 

Their  memorial  is  perished  with  them. 

But  the  Lord  shall  endure  for  ever; 

He  hath  prepared  his  throne  for  judgment. 

And  he  shall  judge  the  world  in  righteousness, 

He  shall  minister  judgment  to  the  people  in  uprightness. 

The  Lord  also  will  he  a  refuge  for  the  oppressed, 

A  refuge  in  times  of  trouble. 

And  they  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  trust  in  thcc, 

For  thou,  Lord,  hast  not  forsaken  them  that  seek  thee. 

Sing  praises  to  the  Lord,  which  dwelleth  in  Zion:  » 

Declare  among  the  people  his  doings. 
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Wltew  he  maketh  inquisition  for  Hood,  lie  remembereth  them; 

Trie  forgetteth  not  the  cry  of  the  humble. 

Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord; 

Consider  my  trouble  which  I  suffer  of  them  that  liate  me3 

Thou  that  liftest  me  up  from  the  gates  of  death: 

That  I  may  show  forth  all  thy  praise 

In  the  gates  of  the  daughter  ofZion: 

I  will  rejoice  in  thy  salvation. 

The  heathen  are  sunk  down  in  the  pit  that  they  made; 

In  the  net  which  they  hid  is  their  own  foot  taken. 

The  Lord  is  known  l>y  the  judgment  which  he  exccutcth; 

The  wicked  is  snared  in  the  work  of  his  own  hands. 

The  wicked  shall  loe  turned  into  hell, 

And  all  the  nations  that  forget  God. 

For  the  needy  shall  not  alway  he  forgotten, 

The  expectation  of  the  poor  shall  not  perish  for  ever. 

Arise,  O  Lord;  let  not  man  prevail: 

Let  the  heathen  l)e  judged  in  thy  sight. 

Put  them  in  fear,  O  Lord: 

That  the  nations  may  know  themselves  to  te  tut  men. 

PSALM   FOURTEEN 

The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart,  "There  is  no  God. " 

They  are  corrupt,  they  have  done  abominable  works. 

There  is  none  that  doeth  good. 

The  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men, 

To  see  if  there  were  any  that  did  understand,  and  seek  God. 

They  are  all  gone  aside,  they  are  all  together  become  filthy: 

There  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one. 

H.ave  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  no  knowledge? 

Who  eat  up  my  people  as  they  eat  bread, 

And  call  not  upon  the  Lord. 

There  were  they  in  great  fear: 

For  God  is  in  the  generation  of  the  righteous. 

Ye  have  shamed  the  counsel  of  the  poor, 

Because  the  Lord  is  his  refuge. 
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Oh  that  the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come  out  ofZionl 
When  the  Lord  bringeth  hack  the  captivity  o 
Jacob  shall  rejoice,  and  Israel  shall  l>e  glad. 


PSALM   FIFTEEN 


Lord,  who  shall  abide  in  thy  tabernacle? 

Who  shall  dwell  in  thy  holy  hill? 

"He  that  walketh  uprightly,  and  worketh  righteousness, 

And  speak  eth  the  truth  in  his  heart. 

tie  that  backbitcth  not  with  his  tongue, 

J^Jpr  doeth  evil  to  his  neighbour, 

TSjpr  taketh  up  a  reproach  against  his  neighbour. 

In  ivhose  eyes  a  vile  per  son  is  contemned; 

Riit  he  honour eth  them  that  fear  the  Lord. 

He  that  svveareth  to  his  own  hurt,  and  changeth  not. 

He  that  putteth  not  out  his  money  to  usury, 

l\ior  taketh  reward  against  the  innocent. 

He  that  doeth  these  things  shall  never  he  moved. " 


PSALM    SIXTEEN 


Preserve  me,  O  God: 

For  in  thee  do  1  put  my  trust. 

0  my  soul,  thou  hast  said  unto  the  Lord, 

"Thou  art  my  Lord:  my  goodness  extendeth  not  to  thce* ; 

But  to  the  saints  that  are  in  the  earth, 

And  to  the  excellent,  in  whom  is  all  my  delight. 

Their  sorrows  shall  he  multiplied  that  hasten  after  another  god: 

Their  drink  offerings  of  Uood  will  I  not  offer, 

J\[pr  take  up  their  names  into  my  lips. 

The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance  and  of  my  cuy: 

Thoti  maintainest  my  lot. 

The  lines  are  fallen  unto  me  in  pleasant  places; 

Yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage. 

1  will  Uess  the  Lord,  who  hath  given  me  counsel; 
My  reins  also  instruct  me  in  the  night  seasons, 

I  have  set  the  Lord  always  before  me: 
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Because  he  is  at  my  right  hand,  I  shall  not  lot  moved. 

^Therefore  my  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory  rejoiceth; 

My  flesh  also  shall  rest  in  hope. 

For  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  hell; 

Neither  wilt  thou  suffer  thine  Holy  One  to  see  corruption. 

^Thou  wilt  show  me  the  path  of  life: 

In  thy  presence  is  fulness  of  joy; 

At  thy  right  hand  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore. 

PSALM  NINETEEN 

TTie  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God; 

And  the  firmament  showeth  his  handiwork. 

Day  unto  day  uttereth  speech, 

And  night  unto  night  showeth  knowledge. 

There  is  no  speech  nor  language, 

WTiere  their  voice  is  not  heard. 

Their  line  is  gone  out  through  all  the  earth, 

And  their  words  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

In  them  hath  he  set  a  tabernacle  for  the  sun, 

Which  is  as  a  loridegroom  coming  out  of  his  chamber, 

And  rqoiceth  as  a  strong  man  to  run  a  race. 

His  going  forth  is  from  the  end  of  the  heaven, 

And  his  circuit  unto  the  ends  of  it: 

And  there  is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof. 

The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfed,  converting  the  soul: 

°Tke  testimony  of  the  Lord  is  sure,  making  wise  the  simple. 

The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart: 

The  commandment  of  the  Lord  is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes. 

The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean,  enduring  for  ever: 

The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether. 

More  to  le  desired  are  they  than  gold,  yea,  than  much  fine  gold; 

Sweeter  also  than  honey  and  the  honeycomb. 

Moreover  Toy  them  is  thy  servant  warned; 

In  keeping  of  them  there  is  great  reward. 

Who  can  understand  his  errors? 

Cleanse  thou  me  from  secret  faults. 
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Keep  lack  thy  servant  also  from  presumptuous  sins; 

Let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me:  then  shall  I  Be  upright, 

And  I  shall  lot  innocent  from,  the,  great  transgression. 

Let  the  words  of  my  mouth,  and  the  -meditation  of  my  heart,  Be 

acceptable  in  thy  sight, 
O  Lord,  my  strength,  and  my  redeemer. 


PSALM   TWENTY 


The  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble; 

The  name  of  the  God  of  Jacob  defend  thee; 

Send  thee  help  from  the  sanduary, 

And  strengthen  thee  out  ofZion; 

Remember  all  thy  offerings, 

And  accept  thy  Burnt  sacrifice; 

Grant  thee  according  to  thine  own  heart, 

And  fulfil  all  thy  counsel. 

We  will  rejoice  in  thy  salvation, 

And  in  the  name  of  our  God  we  will  set  up  our  banners: 

The  Lord  fulfil  all  thy  petitions, 

J\(pu>  know  I  that  the  Lord  saveth  his  anointed; 

He  will  hear  him  from  his  holy  heaven 

With  the  saving  strength  of  his  right  hand. 

Some  trust  in  chariots,  and  some  in  horses: 

But  we  will  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God. 

They  are  Brought  doum  and  fallen: 

But  we  are  risen,  and  stand  upright. 

Save,  Lord: 

Let  the  king  hear  us  u>hen  we  call. 


PSALM    TWENTY-ONE 


The  king  shall  joy  in  thy  strength,  O  Lord; 
And  in  thy  salvation  how  greatly  shall  he  rejoice! 
Thou  hast  given  him  his  heart's  desire, 
And  hast  not  withheld  the  request  of  his  lips. 
For  thou  preventest  him  with  the  Blessings  of  goodness; 
Thou  settest  a  crown  of  pure  gold  on  his  head. 
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He  asked  life  ofthee,  and  thou  gavest  it  him, 

Even  length  of  days  for  ever  and  ever. 

His  glory  is  great  in  thy  salvation; 

Honour  and  majesty  hast  thou  laid  upon  him. 

For  thou  liast  made  him  most  llessedfor  ever; 

Thou  hast  made  him  exceeding  glad  with  thy  countenance. 

For  the  king  trusteth  in  the  Lord, 

And  through  the  mercy  of  the  most  High  he  shall  not  be  moved. 

Thine  hand  shall  find  out  all  tkim  enemies; 

Thy  right  hand  shall  find  out  those  that  hate  thee. 

Thou  shall  make  them  as  a  fiery  oven  in  the  time  of  thine  anger: 

The  Lord  shall  swallow  them  up  in  his  wrath, 

And  the  fire  shall  devour  them. 

Their  fruit  shalt  thou  destroy  from  the  earth, 

And  their  seed  from  among  the  children  of  men. 

For  they  intended  evil  against  thec: 

They  imagined  a  mischievous  device,  which  they  are  not  able  to  per- 
form. 

Therefore  shalt  thou  make  them  turn  their  back, 

When  thou  shalt  make  ready  thine  arrows  upon  thy  strings  againsl 
the  face  of  them. 

Be  thou  exalted,  Lord,  in  thine  own  strength: 

So  will  we  sing  and  praise  thy  power. 

PSALM  TWENTY-TWO 

My  God,  wy  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me? 

Why  art  thou  so  far  from  helping  we,  and  from  the  words  of  my 

roaring? 

O  my  God,  I  cry  in  the  daytime,  but  thou  hearest  not; 
And  in  the  night  season,  and  am  not  silent. 
But  thou  art  holy, 

O  thou  that  inhalitest  the  praises  of  Israel. 
Our  fathers  trusted  in  thee; 
They  trusted,  and  thou  didst  deliver  them. 
They  cried  unto  thee,  and  were  delivered; 
They  trusted  in  thee,  and  were  not  confounded. 
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But  I  am  a  worm,  and,  no  man; 

A  reproach  of  men,  and  despised  of  the  people. 

All  they  that  see  me  laugh  me  to  scorn; 

They  shoot  out  the  lip,  they  shake  the  head,  saying, 

"He  trusted  on  the  Lord  that  he  would  deliver  him: 

Let  him  deliver  him,  seeing  he  delighted  in  him. " 

But  thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of  the  womb: 

Thou  didst  make  me  hope  when  I  was  upon  my  mother's  breasts. 

I  was  cast  upon  theefrom  the  womb: 

Thou  art  my  God  from  my  mother's  belly. 

Be  not  far  from  -me;  for  trouble  is  near; 

For  there  is  none  to  help. 

JAany  bulls  have  compassed  -me; 

Strong  bulls  ofBashan  have  beset  me  round. 

They  gaped  upon  me  with  their  mouths, 

As  a  ravening  and  a  roaring  lion. 

1  am  poured  out  like  water, 

And  all  my  bones  are  out  of  joint: 

My  heart  is  like  wax] 

It  is  melted  in  the  midst  of  my  bowels. 

My  strength  is  dried  up  like  a  potsherd; 

And  my  tongue  cleaveth  to  my  jaws; 

And  thou  hast  brought  me  into  the  dust  of  death. 

For  dogs  have  compassed  me: 

The  assembly  of  the  wicked  have  inclosed  me; 

They  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet. 

I  may  tell  all  my  bones: 

They  look  and  stare  upon  me. 

They  part  my  garments  among  them, 

And  cast  lots  upon  my  vesture. 

But  be  not  thou  far  from  me,  O  Lord: 

O  my  strength,  haste,  thzc  to  help  me. 

Deliver  my  soul  from  the  sword, 

My  darling  from  the  power  of  the  dog. 

Save  me  from  the  lion's  mouth; 

For  thou  hast  heard  me  from  the  horns  of  the  unicorns. 
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I  will  declare  iky  name  unto  my  brethren; 

In  the  midst  of  the  congregation  will  I  praise  thec. 

Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  praise  him; 

All  ye  the  seed  of  Jacob,  glorify  him; 

And  fear  him,  all  ye  the  seed  of  Israel. 

For  he  hath  not  despised  nor  abhorred  the  affliction  of  the  ajflided; 

"Neither  hath  he  hid  his  face  from  him; 

But  when  he  cried  unto  him,  he  heard. 

My  praise  shall  te  ofthee  in  the  great  congregation: 

I  will  pay  my  vows  before  them  that  fear  him. 

The  meek  shall  eat  and  Toe  satisfied; 

They  shall  praise  the  Lord  that  seek  him; 

Your  heart  shall  live  for  ever. 

All  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and  turn  unto  the  Lord, 

And  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall  worship  before  thec. 

For  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's; 

And  he  is  the  governor  among  the  nations. 

All  they  that  he  fat  upon  earth  shall  eat  and  worship; 

All  they  that  go  down  to  the  dust  shall  how  before  him> 

And  none  can  keep  alive  his  own  soul. 

A  seed  shall  serve  him; 

It  shall  be  accounted  to  the  Lord  for  a  generation. 

They  shall  come,  and  shall  declare  his  righteousness 

Unto  a  people  that  shall  be  torn,  that  he  hath  done  this. 

PSALM   TWENTY-THREE 

The  Lord  is  my  shepherd;  I  shall  not  want. 

He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures; 

He  leadeth  me  Reside  the  still  waters. 

He  restoreth  my  soul; 

He  leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  for  his  name's  sake. 

Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death, 

I  will  fear  no  evil:  for  thou  art  with  me; 

Thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me. 

Thou  preparcst  a  table  before  me  in  the  presence  of  mine  enemies: 

Thou  anointest  my  head  with  oil;  my  cup  runneth  over. 
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Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life, 
And  I  will  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  for  ever. 

PSALM  TWENTY-FOUR 

The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulness  thereof; 

The  worldy  and  they  that  dwell  therein. 

For  he  hath  founded  it  upon  the  seas, 

And  established  it  upon  the  floods. 

Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord? 

Or  who  shall  stand  in  his  holy  place? 

He  that  hath  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart; 

Who  hath  not  lifted  up  his  soul  unto  vanity,  nor  sworn  deceitfully. 

He  shall  receive  the  llessing  from  the  Lord, 

And  righteousness  from  the  God  of  his  salvation. 

This  is  the  generation  of  them  that  seek  him, 

That  seek  thy  face,  O  Jacol. 

Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates; 

And  fee  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlasting  doors; 

And  the  King  of  glory  shall  come  in. 

Who  is  this  King  of  glory? 

The  Lord  strong  and  mighty 

The  Lord  mighty  in  tattle. 

Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates; 

Even  lift  them  up,  ye  everlasting  doors; 

And  the  King  of  glory  shall  come  in. 

Who  is  this  King  of  glory? 

The  Lord  of  hosts, 

He  is  the  King  of  glory. 

PSALM  TWENTY'SEVEN 

The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation;  whom  shall  I  fear? 
The  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my  life;  of  whom  shall  I  It  afraid? 
When  the  wicked,  even  mine  enemies  and  my  foes, 
Came  upon  me  to  eat  up  my  flesh,  they  stumbled  and  fell. 
Though  a  host  should  encamp  against  me, 
My  heart  shall  not  fear: 
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Tlwugh  war  should  rise  against  me, 

In  this  will  I  IDC  confident. 

One  tiling  have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after; 

That  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life, 

To  Toehold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple. 

For  in  the  time  of  trouble  he  shall  hide  me  in  his  pavilion; 

In  the  secret  of  his  tabernacle  shall  he  hide  me; 

He  shall  set  me  up  upon  a  rock. 

And  now  shall  mine  head  fee  lifted  up  above  mine  enemies  round 

about  me: 

Therefore  will  I  offer  in  his  tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy; 
I  will  sing,  yea,  I  will  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord. 
Hear,  O  Lord,  when  I  cry  with  my  voice: 
Have  mercy  also  upon  me,  and  answer  me. 
When  thou  saidst,  "Seek  ye  my  face/'  my  heart  said  unto  thee, 
"Thy  face,  Lord,  will  I  seek. " 
Hide  not  thy  face  far  from  me; 
Put  not  thy  servant  away  in  anger: 
Thou  hast  Toeen  my  help; 

Leave  me  not,  neither  forsake  me,  O  God  of  my  salvation. 
When  my  father  and  my  mother  forsake  me, 
'Then  the  Lord  will  take  me  up. 
'Teach  me  thy  way,  O  Lord, 
And  lead  me  in  a  plain  path, 
Because  of  mine  enemies. 

Deliver  me  not  over  unto  the  will  of  mine  enemies: 
For  false  witnesses  are  risen  up  against  me,  and  such  as  loreathc  out 

cruelty. 

I  had  fainted,  unless  I  had  Relieved  to  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord 
In  the  land  of  the  living.  Wait  on  the  Lord; 
Be  of  good  courage,  and  he  shall  strengthen  thine  heart; 
Wait,  I  say,  on  the  Lord. 

PSALM  TWENTY-NINE 

Give  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  mighty, 
Give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and  strength. 
[613] 
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Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name; 

"Worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness. 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  upon  the  waters: 

The  God  of  glory  thunderethy 

The  Lord  is  upon  -many  waters. 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  powerful; 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  full  of  majesty. 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  Itreakcth  the  cedars; 

Yea,  the  Lord  break eth  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 

He  maketh  them  also  to  skip  like  a  calf; 

Lebanon  and  Sirion  like  a  young  unicorn. 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  divideth  the  flames  of  fire. 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  shaketh  the  wilderness; 

The  Lord  shaketh  the  wilderness  ofKadcsh. 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  maketh  the  hinds  to  calve, 

And  discovereth  the  forests: 

And  in  his  temple  doth  every  one  speak^  of  his  glory. 

The  Lord  sitteth  upon  the  flood; 

Yea,  the  Lord  sitteth  King  for  ever. 

The  Lord  will  give  strength  unto  his  people; 

The  Lord  will  Hess  his  people  with  peace. 


PSALM   THIRTY 


I  will  extol  thee,  O  Lord;  for  thou  hast  lifted  me  up, 
And  hast  not  made  my  foes  to  rejoice  over  me. 

0  Lord  my  God, 

1  cried  unto  thee,  and  thou  hast  healed  me. 

O  Lord,  thou  hast  brought  up  my  soul  from  the  grave; 

Thou  hast  kept  me  alive,  that  I  should  not  go  down  to  the  pit. 

Sing  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  saints  of  his, 

And  give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holiness. 

For  his  anger  endureth  lut  a  moment; 

In  his  favour  is  life: 

Weeping  may  endure  for  a  night, 

But  joy  cometh  in  the  morning. 
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And  in  my  prosperity  1  said, 

"I  shall  never  lot,  moved. " 

Lord,  })y  thy  favour  thou  hast  made  my  mountain  to  stand  strong: 

Tkou  didst  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled. 

I  cried  to  thee,  O  Lord; 

And  unto  the  Lord  1  made  supplication: 

"What  profit  is  there  in  my  Hood,  when  I  go  down  to  the  pit? 

Shall  the  dust  praise  thee?  shall  it  declare  thy  truth? 

Hear,  O  Lord,  and  have  mercy  upon  me: 

Lord,  be  thou  my  helper. " 

Thou  hast  turned  for  me  my  mourning  into  dancing; 

Thou  hast  put  off  my  sackcloth,  and  girded  me  with  gladness; 

To  the  end  that  my  glory  may  sing  praise  to  thee,  and  not  be  silent. 

O  Lord  my  God,  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee  for  ever. 

PSALM  THIRTY-SEVEN 

Fret  not  thyself  because  of  evildoers, 

Thither  be  thou  envious  against  the  workers  of  iniquity. 

For  they  shall  soon  be  cut  down  like  the  grass, 

And  wither  as  the  green  herb. 

Trust  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good; 

So  shalt  thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be  fed. 

Delight  thyself  also  in  the  Lord; 

And  he  shall  give  thee  the  desires  of  thine  heart. 

Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord; 

Trust  also  in  him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass. 

And  he  shall  bring  forth  thy  righteousness  as  the  light , 

And  thy  judgment  as  the  noonday. 

Rest  in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for  him: 

Fret  not  thyself  "because  of  him  who  prosper eth  in  his  way, 

Because  of  the  man  who  bringeth  wicked  devices  to  pass. 

Cease  from  anger,  and  forsake  wrath: 

Fret  not  thyself  in  any  wise  to  do  evil. 

For  evildoers  shall  be  cut  off: 

But  those  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  they  shall  inherit  the  earth.' 
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For  yet  a  little  while,  and  the  wicked  shall  not  he: 

Yea,  thou  shalt  diligently  consider  his  place,  and  it  shall  not  he. 

But  the  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth; 

And  shall  delight  themselves  in  the  abundance  of  peace. 

The  wicked  plotteth  against  the  just, 

And  gnasheth  upon  him  with  his  teeth. 

The  Lord  shall  laugh  at  him: 

For  he  seeth  that  his  day  is  coming. 

The  wicked  have  drawn  out  the  sword,  and  have  hent  their  how, 

To  cast  down  the  poor  and  needy,  and  to  slay  such  as  he  of  upright 

conversation. 

Their  sword  shall  enter  into  their  own  heart, 
And  their  hows  shall  he  hroken. 
A  little  that  a  righteous  man  hath 
Is  hetter  than  the  riches  of  many  wicked. 
For  the  arms  of  the  wicked  shall  he  hroken: 
But  the  Lord  upholdeth  the  righteous. 
The  Lord  knoweth  the  days  of  the  upright: 
And  their  inheritance  shall  he  for  ever. 
They  shall  not  he  ashamed  in  the  evil  time: 
And  in  the  days  of  famine  they  shall  he  satisfied. 
But  the  wicked  shall  perish, 

And  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  shall  he  as  the /at  of  lambs: 
They  shall  consume; 
Into  smoke  shall  they  consume  away. 
The  wicked  horroweth,  and  payeth  not  again: 
But  the  righteous  showeth  mercy,  and  giveth. 
For  such  as  he  hlessed  of  him  shall  inherit  the  earth; 
And  they  that  he  cursed  of  him  shall  he  cut  off. 
The  steps  of  a  good  man  are  ordered  hy  the  Lord, 
And  he  delighteth  in  his  way. 
Though  lie  fall,  he  shall  not  he  utterly  cast  downy 
For  the  Lord  upholdeth  him  with  }vis  hand. 
I  have  heen  young,  and  now  am  old; 
Yet  have  I  not  seen  the  righteous  forsaken, 

N  [6i6J 
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liis  seed  Begging  loread. 
fie  is  ever  merciful,  and  lendeth; 
And  his  seed  is  Ulessed. 
Depart  from  evil,  and  do  good; 
And  dwell  for  evermore. 
For  the  Lord  loveth  judgment, 
Andforsaketh  not  his  saints; 
They  are  preserved  for  ever: 
Biit  the  seed  of  the  ivicked  shall  l>e  cut  off, 
The  righteous  shall  inherit  the  land, 
And  dwell  therein  for  ever. 
The  mouth  of  the  righteous  speak eth  wisdom, 
And  his  tongue  talketh  of  judgment. 
The  law  of  his  God  is  in  his  heart; 
J\[pne  of  his  steps  shall  slide. 
The  wicked  watcheth  the  righteous, 
And  seek  eth  to  slay  him. 
The  ILord  usill  not  leave  him  in  his  hand, 

condemn  him  when  he  is  judged, 
on  the  Lord,  and  keep  his  way, 
And  he  shall  exalt  thee  to  inherit  the  land: 
Vtfhen  the  wicked  are  cut  off,  thou  shalt  see  it. 
I  have  seen  the  wicked  in  great  power, 
And  spreading  himself  like  a  green  loay  tree. 
Yet  he  passed  away,  and,  lo,  he  was  not; 
Yea,  I  sought  him,  hut  he  could  not  te  found. 
Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright: 
For  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace. 
But  the  transgressors  shall  lye  destroyed  together: 
The  end  of  the  wicked  shall  loe  cut  off. 
But  the  salvation  of  the  righteous  is  of  the  Lord:  he  is 

their  strength  in  the  time  of  trouble. 
And  the  L,ord  shall  help  them,  and  deliver  them: 
He  shall  deliver  them  from  the  wicked,  and  save  them, 
Because  they  trust  in  him. 
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PSALM  THIRTY-NINE 

I  said,  "I  will  take  heed  to  my  ways, 

That  I  sin  not  witli  my  tongue: 

I  will  keep  my  mouth  with  a  bridle, 

^While  the  wicked  is  before  me. " 

I  was  dumb  with  silence,  I  held  my  peace,  even  from  good; 

And  my  sorrow  was  stirred. 

Mry  heart  was  hot  within  me, 

While  I  was  -musing  the  fire  burned: 

Then  spoke  I  with  my  tongue. 

"Lord,  make  me  to  know  mine  end, 

And  the  measure  of  my  days,  what  it  is; 

That  I  may  know  how  frail  I  am. 

Behold,  thou  hast  made  my  days  as  a  handbreadth; 

And  mine  age  is  as  nothing  before  thee: 

Verily  every  man  at  his  best  state  is  altogether  vanity. 

Surely  every  man  walketh  in  a  vain  show; 

Surely  they  are  disquieted  in  vain: 

He  heapeth  up  riches,  and  knoweth  not  who  shall  gather  them. 

And  now,  Lord,  what  wait  I  for? 

"My  hope  is  in  thee. 

Deliver  me  from  all  my  transgressions: 

Make  me  not  the  reproach  of  the  foolish. 

I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth; 

Because  thou  didst  it. 

Remove  thy  stroke  away  from  me: 

I  am  consumed  l>y  the  lolow  of  thine  hand. 

\Vhen  thou  with  rebukes  dost  correct  man  for  iniquity , 

Thou  makest  his  beauty  to  consume  away  like  a  moth: 

Surely  every  man  is  vanity. 

Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lord,  and  give  ear  unto  my  cry; 

Hold  not  thy  peace  at  my  tears: 

For  I  am  a  stranger  with  thcc3 

And  a  sojourner,  as  all  my  fathers  were. 
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O  spare  me,  that  I  may  recover  strength, 
Before  1  go  hence,  and  be  no  more. " 

PSALM   FORTY-TWO 

As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks, 

So  panteth  my  soul  after  thee,  O  God. 

JAy  soul  thirstethfor  God,  for  the  living  God: 

When  shall  I  come  and  appear  before  God? 

M.y  tears  have  leen  my  meat  day  and  night, 

While  they  continually  say  unto  me,  "Where  is  thy  God?" 

When  I  remember  these  things,  I  pour  out  my  soul  in  me: 

For  I  had  gone  with  the  multitude,  I  went  with  them  to  the 

house  of  God, 
With  the  voice  of  joy  and  praise,  with  a  multitude  that  kept 

holy-day. 

Why  art  thou  cast  down,  O  my  soul? 
And  why  art  thou  disqiiieted  in  me? 
Hope  thou  in  God:  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him 
For  the  help  of  his  countenance. 

0  my  God,  my  soul  is  cast  down  ivithin  me: 
Therefore  will  I  remember  theefrom  the  land  of  Jordan, 
And  of  the  Hermonites,  from  the  hill  M.izar. 

Deep  calleth  unto  deep  at  the  noise  of  thy  waterspouts; 

All  thy  waves  and  thy  billows  are  gone  over  me. 

Yet  the  Lord  will  command  his  lovingkindness  in  the  daytime, 

And  in  the  night  his  song  shall  te  with  me, 

And  my  prayer  unto  the  God  of  my  life. 

1  will  say  unto  God  my  rock,  " Why  hast  thou  forgotten  me? 
Why  go  I  mourning  because  of  the  oppression  of  the  enemy?" 
As  with  a  sword  in  my  bones,  mine  enemies  reproach  me, 
Vtfhile  they  say  daily  unto  me,  "Where  is  thy  God?" 
Why  art  thou  cast  down,  O  my  soul? 

And  why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me? 
Hope  thou  in  God:  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him} 
Who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God, 
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PSALM  FORTY-THREE 

Jiidge  me,  O  God,  and  plead  my  cause  against  an  ungodly  nation; 

O  deliver  me  from  the  deceitful  and  unjust  man. 

For  thou  art  the  God  of  my  strength; 

Why  dost  thou  cast  me  off? 

Why  go  I  mourning  because  of  the  oppression  of  the  enemy? 

O  send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth: 

Let  them  lead  me; 

Let  them  bring  me  unto  thy  holy  hill,  and  to  thy  tabernacles. 

Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  of  God  3  unto  God  my  exceeding  joy: 

Yea,  upon  the  harp  will  I  praise  thee,  O  God  my  God. 

Why  art  thou  cast  down,  O  my  soul? 

And  why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me? 

Hope  in  God:  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him. 

Who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God. 

PSALM   FORTY-FIVE 

My  heart  is  inditing  a  good  matter; 

I  speak  of  the  things  which  I  have  made  touching  the  king; 

My  tongue  is  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer. 

Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men; 

Grace  is  poured  into  thy  lips: 

Therefore  God  hath  lilessed  thee  for  ever. 

Gird  thy  sword  upon  thy  thigh,  O  most  mighty, 

"With  thy  glory  and  thy  majesty. 

And  in  thy  majesty  ride  prosperously 

Because  of  truth  and  meekness  and  righteousness; 

And  thy  right  hand  shall  teach  thee  terrible  things. 

Thine  arrows  are  sharp 

In  the  heart  of  the  king's  enemies; 

Whereby  the  people  fall  under  thee. 

Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever; 

The  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right  sceptre. 

Thou  lovest  righteousness,  and  hatest  wickedness: 
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Therefore  God,  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee 

With  the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy  fellows. 

All  thy  garments  swell  of  myrrh,  and  aloes,  and  cassia, 

Out  of  the  ivory  palaces,  whereby  they  have  made  thee  glad. 

Kings'  daughters  were  among  tliy  honourable  women; 

Upon  thy  right  hand  did  stand  the  queen  in  gold  ofQphir. 

Hearken,  O  daughter,  and  consider,  and  incline  thine  ear; 

Forget  also  thine  own  people,  and  thy  father's  house; 

So  shall  the  king  greatly  desire  thy  beauty: 

For  he  is  thy  Lord;  and  worship  thou  him. 

And  the  daughter  of  Tyre  shall  be  there  with  a  gift; 

Even  the  rich  among  the  people  shall  intreat  thy  favour. 

The  king's  daughter  is  all  glorious  within; 

Her  clothing  is  of  wrought  gold. 

She  shall  he  brought  unto  the  king  in  raiment  of  needlework;. 

The  virgins  her  companions  that  follow  her  shall  be  brought  unto 

thee. 

With  gladness  and  rejoicing  shall  they  fee  brought; 
They  shall  enter  into  the  king's  palace. 
Instead  of  thy  fathers  shall  be  thy  children, 
Whom  thou  mayest  make  princes  in  all  the  earth. 
I  will  make  thy  name  to  be  remembered  in  all  generations: 
Therefore  shall  the  people  praise  thee  for  ever  and  ever. 


PSALM  FORTY-SIX 


God  is  our  refuge  and  strength, 

A  very  present  help  in  trouble. 

Therefore  will  not  we  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed, 

And  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea; 

Though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be  troubled, 

Though  the  mountains  shake  with  the  swelling  thereof. 

There  is  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shall  make  glad  the  city  of 

God, 

The  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  most  High. 
God  is  in  the  midst  of  her;  she  shall  not  be  moved:  . 
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God  shall  help  her,  and  that  right  early. 

The  heathen  raged,  the  kingdoms  were  moved; 

He  uttered  his  voice,  the  earth  melted. 

The  ILord  of  hosts  is  with  us; 

The  God  of]acob  is  our  refuge. 

Come,  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord, 

Vtfhat  desolations  he  hath  made  in  the  earth. 

He  malteth  wars  to  cease  unto  the  end  of  the  earth; 

He  })reaketh  the  low,  and  cutteth  the  spear  in  sunder; 

He  burnetK  the  chariot  in  the  fire. 

"Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God: 

I  will  l>e  exalted  among  the  heathen, 

I  will  he  exalted  in  the  earth. " 

The  ILord  of  hosts  is  with  us; 

The  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge. 

PSALM   FORTY-SEVEN 

O  clap  your  hands,  all  ye  people; 

Shout  unto  God  with  the  voice  of  triumph*. 

For  the  Lord  most  high  is  terrible; 

He  is  a  great  King  over  all  the  earth. 

He  shall  subdue  the  people  under  us, 

And  the  nations  under  our  feet. 

He  shall  choose  our  inheritance  for  us, 

The  excellency  of  Jacob  whom  he  loved. 

God  is  gone  up  with  a  shout,, 

The  Lord  with  the  sound  of  a  trumpet. 

Sing  praises  to  Gody  sing  praises: 

Sing  praises  unto  our  King,  sing  praises. 

For  God  is  the  King  of  all  the  earth: 

Sing  ye  praises  with  understanding. 

God  reigneth  over  the  lieathen; 

God  sitteth  upon  the  throne  of  his  holiness. 

The  princes  of  the  people  are  gathered  together, 

Even  the  people  of  the  God  of  Abraham: 
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For  the  shields  of  the  earth  belong  unto  God; 
He  is  greatly  exalted,. 


FORTY-EIGHT 


Great  is  the  Lor  d,  and  greatly  to  he  praised 

In  the  city  of  our  God,  in  the  mountain  of  his  holiness. 

beautiful  for  situation,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earthy 

Is  Mount  Zion,  on  the  sides  of  the  north, 

The  city  of  the  great  King. 

God  is  known  in  her  palaces  for  a  refuge* 

For,  lo,  the  kings  were  assembled., 

They  passed  hy  together. 

They  saw  it,  and  so  they  marvelled; 

They  were  troubled,  and  hastened  away. 

Fear  took  hold  upon  them  there, 

And  pain,  as  of  a  woman  in  travail. 

Thou  breakest  the  ships  ofTarshish  with  an  east  wind. 

As  we  have  heard,  so  have  we  seen 

In  the  city  of  the  ILord  of  hosts,  in  the  city  of  our  God: 

God  will  establish  it  for  ever. 

We  have  thought  of  thy  lovingkindness,  O  God, 

In  the  midst  of  thy  temple. 

According  to  thy  name,  O  God, 

So  is  thy  praise  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth: 

Thy  right  hand  is  full  of  righteousness. 

Let  Mount  Zion  rejoice, 

Let  the  daughters  ofjudah  te  glad, 

Because  of  thy  judgments. 

Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her; 

Tell  the  towers  thereof. 

Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks, 

Consider  her  palaces; 

That  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generation  following. 

For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever; 

He  will  he  our  guide  even  unto  death. 
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PSALM  FORTY-NINE 

Hear  this,  all  ye  people; 

Give  ear,  all  ye  inhabitants  of  the  world, 

Both  low  and  high, 

Rich  and  poor,  together. 

My  mouth  shall  speak  of  wisdom, 

And  the  meditation  of  my  heart  shall  le  of  understanding. 

I  will  incline  mine  ear  to  a  parable; 

I  will  open  my  dark  saying  upon  the  harp. 

Wherefore  should  I  fear  in  the  days  of  evil, 

When  the  iniquity  of  my  heels  shall  compass  me  about? 

They  that  trust  in  their  wealth, 

And  toast  themselves  in  the  multitude  of  their  riches, 

JS&we  of  them  can  loy  any  means  redeem  his  hr  other, 

jN[or  give  to  God  a  ransom  for  him  (for  the  redemption  of  their 

soul  is  precious, 

And  it  ceasethfor  ever) ,  that  he  should  still  live  for  ever, 
And  not  see  corruption. 
For  he  seeth  that  wise  men  die, 
Likewise  the  fool  and  the  brutish  person  perish, 
And  leave  their  wealth  to  others. 

Their  inward  thought  is  that  their  houses  shall  continue  for  ever, 
And  their  dwelling  places  to  all  generations; 
They  call  their  lands  after  their  own  names. 
Nevertheless  man  loeing  in  honour  abideth  not; 
He  is  like  the  leasts  that  perish. 
This  their  way  is  their  folly: 
Yet  their  posterity  approve  their  sayings. 
Like  sheep  they  are  laid  in  the  grave; 
Death  shall  feed  on  them; 

And  the  upright  shall  have  dominion  over  them  in  the  morning; 
And  their  beauty  shall  consume  in  the  grave  from  their  dwelling. 
But  God  will  redeem  my  soul  from  the  power  of  the  grave: 
For  he  shall  receive  me. 
Be  not  thou  afraid  when  one  is  made  rich, 
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When  the  glory  of  his  house  is  increased; 

For  when  he  dieth  he  shall  carry  nothing  away; 

His  glory  shall  not  descend  after  him. 

Though  while  he  lived!  he  llessed  his  soul, 

And  men  will  praise  thee,  when  thou  doest  well  to  thyself, 

He  shall  go  to  the  generation  of  his  fathers; 

They  shall  never  see  light.  Man  that  is  in  honour,  and  understand- 

eth  not, 
Is  like  the  fceasts  that  perish. 

PSALM  FIFTY-ONE 

Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  according  to  thy  lovinglcindness: 
According  unto  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies  Hot  out  my 

transgressions. 

Wash  we  thoroughly  from  mine  iniquity, 
And  cleanse  me  from  my  sin. 
For  I  acknowledge  my  transgressions, 
And  my  sin  is  ever  fee/ore  me. 
Against  thee,  thee  only,  have  I  sinned, 
And  done  this  evil  in  thy  sight: 
That  thou  mightest  he  justified  when  thou  speak  est, 
And  Toe  clear  when  thou  judgest. 
Behold,  I  was  shaped  in  iniquity; 
And  in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me. 
Behold,  thou  desirest  truth  in  the  inward  parts, 
And  in  the  hidden  part  thou  shalt  make  me  to  know  wisdom. 
Purge  me  with  hyssop,  and  I  shall  fee  clean: 
Wash  me,  and  I  shall  fee  whiter  than  snow. 
Make  me  to  hear  joy  and  gladness; 
That  the  tones  which  thou  hast  Broken  may  rejoice. 
Hide  thy  face  from  my  sins, 
And  Hot  out  all  mine  iniquities. 
Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God; 
And  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me. 
Cast  me  not  away  from  thy  presence; 
And  take  not  thy  holy  spirit  from  me. 
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Restore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation; 

And  uphold  me  with  thy  free  spirit. 

Then  will  I  teach  transgressors  thy  ways; 

And-  sinners  shall  lot  converted  unto  thec. 

Deliver  me  from  lloodguiltiness,  O  God,  thou  God  of  my  salvation: 

And  my  tongue  shall  sing  aloud  of  thy  righteousness 

O  Lord,  open  thou  my  lips; 

And  my  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 

For  thou  desirest  not  sacrifice;  else  would  I  give  it: 

Thou  delightest  not  in  burnt  offering. 

The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  spirit; 

A  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  despise. 

Do  good  in  thy  good  pleasure  unto  Zion; 

Build  thou  the  walls  of  Jerusalem. 

Then  shalt  thou  be  pleased  with  the  sacrifices  of  righteousness,  with 

burnt  offering  and  whole  burnt  offering: 
Then  shall  they  offer  bullocks  upon  thine  altar. 

PSALM  SIXTY-TWO 

Truly  my  soul  waiteth  upon  God: 
From  him  cometh  my  salvation. 
He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  salvation; 
He  is  my  defence;  I  shall  not  be  greatly  moved. 
How  long  will  ye  imagine  mischief  against  a  man? 
Ye  shall  be  slain  all  of  you: 

As  a  lowing  wall  shall  ye  le,  and  as  a  tottering  fence. 
They  only  consult  to  cast  him  down  from  his  excellency; 
They  delight  in  lies; 

They  "bless  with  their  mouth,  but  they  curse  inwardly. 
My  soul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God; 
For  my  expectation  is  from  him. 
He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  salvation: 
He  is  my  defence;  I  shall  not  be  moved. 
In  God  is  my  salvation  and  my  glory; 
The  rock  of  my  strength,  and  my  refuge,  is  in  God. 
Trust  in  him  at  all  times,  ye  people; 
[626] 
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Pour  out  your  'heart  before  him: 

God  is  a  refuge  for  us. 

Surely  men  of  low  degree  are  vanity,  and  men  of  high  degree  are  a  lie: 

To  be  laid  in  the  balance,  they  are  altogether  lighter  than  vanity. 

Trust  not  in  oppression, 

And  become  not  vain  in  roVhery; 

If  riches  increase,  set  not  your  heart  upon  them. 

God  hath  spoken  once; 

Tti/ice  have  I  heard  this; 

That  power  belongeth  unto  God. 

Also  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  lielongeth  mercy: 

For  thou  renderest  to  every  man  according  to  his  work. 


PSALM  SIXTY-THREE 


0  God,  thou  art  my  God;  early  will  I  seek  thee: 
My  soul  thirsteth/or  thee,  my  flesh  longethfor  thee 
In  a  dry  and  thirsty  land,  where  no  water  is; 

To  see  thy  power  and  thy  glory, 

So  as  I  have  seen  thee  in  the  sanduary. 

Because  thy  lovingkindness  is  better  than  life, 

~My  lips  shall  praise  thee. 

Thus  will  I  Hess  thee  while  I  live; 

1  will  lift  up  my  hands  in  thy  name. 

My  soul  shall  le  satisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatness; 

And  my  mouth  shall  praise  thee  with  joyful  lips, 

When  I  remember  thee  upon  my  led, 

And  meditate  on  thee.  in  the  night  watches. 

Because  thou  hast  been  my  help, 

Therefore  in  the  shadow  of  thy  wings  will  I  rejoice. 

My  soulfolloweth  hard  after  thee: 

Thy  right  hand  upholdeth  me. 

But  those  that  seek  my  soul,  to  destroy  it, 

Shall  go  into  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth. 

They  shall  fall  hy  the  sword; 

They  shall  Be  a  portion  for  foxes. 

But  the  king  shall  rejoice  in  God; 
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Every  one  that  sweareth  ly  him  shall  glory: 

But  the  mouth  of  them  that  speak  lies  shall  le  stopped. 


PSALM  SIXTY-FIVE 


Praise  waiteth  for  thee,  O  God,  in  Zion, 

And  unto  thee  shall  the  vow  he  performed. 

O  thou  that  Nearest  prayer, 

Unto  thee  shall  all  flesh  come. 

Iniquities  prevail  against  me: 

As  for  our  transgressions,  thou  shalt  purge  them  away. 

Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  choosest,  and  causest  to  approach 

unto  thee, 

That  he  may  dwell  in  thy  courts: 
We  shall  he  satisfied  with  the  goodness  of  thy  house, 
Even  of  thy  holy  temple. 

By  terrible  things  in  righteousness  wilt  thou  answer  us, 
O  God  of  our  salvation; 

Who  art  the  confidence  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
And  of  them  that  are  afar  off  upon  the  sea: 
Which  loy  his  strength  setteth  fast  the  mountains; 
Being  girded  with  power: 

Which  stilleth  the  noise  of  the  seas,  the  noise  of  their  waves, 
And  the  tumult  of  the  people. 

They  also  that  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts  are  afraid  at  thy  tokens: 
Thou  makest  the  outgoings  of  the  morning  and  evening  to  rejoice. 
Thou  visitest  the  earth,  and  waterest  it, 
Thou  greatly  'enrichest  it 
With  the  river  of  God,  which  is  full  of  water: 
Thou  preparest  them  corn,  when  thou  hast  so  provided  for  it. 
Thou  waterest  the  ridges  thereof  abundantly; 
Thou  settlest  the  furrows  thereof: 
Thou  makest  it  soft  with  showers; 
Thou  hlessest  the  springing  thereof. 
Thou  crownest  the  year  with  thy  goodness, 
And  thy  paths  drop  fatness. 
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They  drop  upon  the  pastures  of  the  wilderness^ 
And  the  little  hills  rejoice  on  every  side. 
The  pastures  are  clothed  with  flocks; 
The  valleys  also  are  covered  over  with  corn; 
They  shout  for  joy y  they  also  sing. 

PSAUM   SIXTY^SEVEN 

Go  d  he  -merciful  unto  us,  and  Hess  us, 

And  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  us; 

That  thy  way  may  l>e  known  upon  earth, 

Thy  saving  health  among  all  nations. 

Let  the  people  praise  theey  0  God; 

Let  all  the  people  praise  thee. 

O  let  the  nations  be  glad  and  sing  for  joy: 

For  thou  shalt  judge  the  people  righteously, 

And  govern  the  nations  upon  earth. 

Let  the  people  praise  thee,  0  God; 

Let  all  the  people  praise  thee. 

Then  shall  the  earth  yield  her  increase; 

And  God,  even  our  own  Gody  shall  bless  us. 

God  shall  bless  us; 

And  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  fear  him. 

PSALM   SIXTY-EIGHT 

Let  God  arise,  let  his  enemies  be  scattered; 

Let  tRera  also  that  hate  him  flee  before  him. 

As  smoke  is  driven  away3  so  drive  them  away; 

As  ivax  melteth  before  the  fire, 

So  let  the  wicked  perish  at  the  presence  of  God. 

But  let  the  righteous  Toe  glad;  let  them  rejoice  before  God; 

Yea,  let  them  exceedingly  rejoice. 

Sing  unto  God,  sing  praises  to  his  name: 

Extol  him  that  rideth  upon  the  heavens 

By  his  name  JAH,  and  rejoice  before  him. 

A  father  of  the  fatherless,  and  a  judge  of  the  widows, 
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Is  Go  A  in  Iris  holy  habitation. 

God  settetk  the  solitary  in  families; 

He  Iringctk  out  those  winch  arc  lound  with  chains: 

But  the  rebellious  dwell  in  a  dry  land. 

O  God,  when  thou  wentest  forth  lefore  thy  people, 

When  thou  didst  -march  through  the  wilderness, 

The  earth  shook, 

The  heavens  also  dropped  at  the  presence  of  God; 

Even  Sinai  itself  was  moved  at  the  presence  of  God,  the  God  of 

Israel. 

Thou,  O  God3  didst  send  a  plentiful  rain, 

Whereby  thou  didst  confirm  thine  inheritance,  when  it  was  weary. 
Thy  congregation  hath  dwelt  therein: 
Thou,  O  God,  hast  prepared  of  thy  goodness  for  the  poor. 
The  Lord  gave  the  word: 

Great  was  the  company  of  those  that  published  it. 
Kings  of  armies  did  flee  apace; 
And  she  that  tarried  at  home  divided  the  spoil. 
Though  ye  have  lain  among  the  pots, 
Yet  shall  ye  fee  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  silver, 
And  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold. 
When  the  Almighty  scattered  kings  in  it, 
It  was  as  snow  in  Salmon. 
The  hill  of  God  is  as  the  hill  ofBashan; 
A  high  hill  as  the  hill  ofBashan. 
Why  leap  ye,  ye  high  hills? 
This  is  the  hill  which  God  desireth  to  dwell  in; 
Yea,  the  Lord  will  dwell  in  it  for  ever. 

The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty  thousand,  even  thousands  of  angels: 
The  Lord  is  among  them,  as  in  Sinai,  in  the  holy  place. 
Thou  hast  ascended  on  high,  thou  hast  led  captivity  captive; 
Thou  hast  received  gifts  for  men; 
Yea,  for  the  rebellious  also,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among 

them. 

Blessed  fee  the  Lord,  who  daily  loadeth  us  with  kenejits, 
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Even  the  God  of  our  salvation. 

He  that  is  our  God  is  the  God  of  salvation; 

And  unto  God  the  Lord  belong  the  issues  from  death. 

But  God  shall  wound  tlie  head  of  his  enemies, 

And  the  hairy  scalp  of  such  a  one  as  goeth  on  still  in  his  trespasses. 

The  Lord  said,  "I  will  bring  again  from  Bashan, 

I  will  bring  my  people  again  from  the  depths  of  the  sea; 

That  thy  foot  may  be  dipped  in  the  Uood  of  thine  enemies, 

And  the  tongue  of  thy  dogs  in  the  same. " 

They  have  seen  thy  goings,  O  God; 

Even  the  goings  of  my  Gody  my  King,  in  the  sanduary. 

The  singers  went  before,  the  players  on  instruments  followed  after; 

Among  them  were  the  damsels  playing  with  timbrels. 

Bless  ye  God  in  the  congregations, 

Even  the  Lord,  from  the  fountain  of  Israel. 

There  is  little  Benjamin  with  their  ruler, 

The  princes  ofjudah  and  their  council, 

The  princes  ofZebulun,  and  the  princes  ofl^aphtali. 

Thy  God  hath  commanded  thy  strength; 

Strengthen,  O  God,  that  which  thou  hast  thought  for  us. 

Because  of  th;y  temple  at  Jerusalem 

Shall  kings  bring  presents  unto  thee. 

Rebuke  the  company  of  spearmen, 

The  multitude  of  the  lulls,  with  the  calves  of  the  people, 

Till  every  one  submit  himself  with  pieces  of  silver; 

Scatter  thaw  the  people  that  delight  in  war. 

Princes  shall  come  out  of  Egypt; 

Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God. 

Sing  unto  God,  ye  kingdoms  of  the  earth; 

O  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord, 

To  him  that  rideth  upon  the  heavens  of  heavens,  which  were  of  old; 

Lo,  he  doth  send  out  his  voice,  and  that  a  mighty  voice. 

Ascribe  ye  strength  unto  God; 

His  excellency  is  over  Israel, 

And  his  strength  is  in  the  clou ds. 
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O  God,  thou  art  terrible  out  of  thy  holy  places: 

The  God  of  Israel  is  lie  that  giveth  strength  and  power  unto  his 

people. 
Blessed  le  God. 

PSALM  SEVENTY-TWO 

Give  the  Icing  thy  judgments ,  O  God, 

And  thy  righteousness  unto  the  king's  son. 

He  shall  judge  thy  people  with  righteousness, 

'And  thy  poor  with  judgment. 

The  mountains  shall  bring  peace  to  the  people, 

And  the  little  hills,  loy  righteousness. 

He  shall  judge  the  poor  of  the  people, 

Trie  shall  save  the  children  of  the  needy, 

And  shall  Ireak  in  pieces  the  oppressor.    - 

They  shall  fear  thee  as  long  as  the  sun  and  moon  endure, 

Throughout  all  generations. 

He  shall  come  down  like  rain  upon  the  mown  grass, 

As  showers  that  water  the  earth. 

In  his  days  shall  the  righteous  flourish; 

And  abundance  of  peace  so  long  as  the  moon  endureth. 

He  shall  have  dominion  also  from  sea  to  sea, 

And  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

They  that  dwell  in  the  wilderness  shall  how  loefore  him; 

And  his  enemies  shall  lick  the  dust. 

The  kings  of  Tarshish  and  of  the  isles  shall  Iring  presents; 

The  kings  ofShela  and  Sela  shall  offer  gifts. 

Yea,  all  kings  shall  fall  down  hefore  him; 

All  nations  shall  serve  him. 

For  he  shall  deliver  the  needy  when  he  crieth; 

The  poor  also,  and  him  that  hath  no  helper. 

He  shall  spare  the  poor  and  needy, 

And  shall  save  the  souls  of  the  needy. 

He  shall  redeem  their  soul  from  deceit  and  violence, 

And  precious  shall  their  Hood  le  in  his  sight. 

And  he  shall  live,  and  to  him  shall  le  given  of  the  gold  ofSheba: 
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Prayer  also  shall  fee  made  for  him  continually; 

And  daily  shall  he  fee  praised. 

There  shall  fee  a  handful  of  corn  in  the.  earth  upon  the  top  of  the 

mountains; 

The  fruit  thereof  shall  shake  like  Lebanon: 
And  they  of  the  city  shall  flourish  like  grass  of  the  earth. 
His  name  shall  endure  for  ever; 
His  name  shall  he  continued  as  long  as  the  sun, 
And  men  shall  fee  Hessed  in  him; 
All  nations  shall  call  him  llessed. 
Blessed  fee  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  Israel, 
Who  only  doeth  wondrous  things. 
And  llessed  fee  his  glorious  name  for  ever; 
And  let  the  whole  earth  Refilled  with  his  glory. 
Amen,  and  Amen. 

PSALM   EIGHTY-FOUR 

*H.ow  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles, 

O  Lord  of  hosts! 

My  soul  longeth,  yea,  even  fainteth  for  the  courts  of  the  Lord; 

My  heart  and  my  flesh  crieth  out  for  the  living  God. 

Yea,  the  sparrow  hath  found  a  house, 

And  the  swallow  a  nest  for  herself,  where  she  may  lay  her  young, 

Even  thine  altars,  O  Lord  of  hosts, 

My  King,  and  my  God. 

Blessed  are  they  that  dwell  in  thy  house: 

They  will  he  still  praising  thee. 

"Blessed  is  the  man  whose  strength  is  in  thee; 

In  whose  heart  are  the  ways  of  them. 

Who  passing  through  the  valley  ofBaca  make  it  a  well; 

The  rain  also  filleth  the  pools. 

They  go  from  strength  to  strength, 

Every  one  of  them  in  Zion  appear  eth  before  God. 

O  Lord  God  of  hosts,  hear  my  prayer: 

Give  ear,  O  God  of  Jacob. 

Behold,  O  God  our  shield, 
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And  look  upon  the  face  of  thine  anointed. 

For  a  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thousand. 

I  had  rather  lot  a  doorkeeper  in  the  house  of  my  God, 

Than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickedness. 

For  the  Lord  God  is  a  sun  and  shield: 

The  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory: 

7s[p  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly. 

0  Lord  of  hosts, 

Blessed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  thee. 

PSALM  EIGHTY-FIVE 

Lord,  thou  hast  teen  favourable  unto  thy  land; 

Thou  hast  brought  kack  the  captivity  of  Jacob. 

Thou  hast  forgiven  the  iniquity  of  thy  people, 

Thou  hast  covered  all  their  sin. 

Thou  hast  taken  away  all  thy  wrath; 

Thou  hast  turned  thyself  from  the  fierceness  of  thine  anger. 

Turn  us,  O  God  of  our  salvation, 

And  cause  thine  anger  toward  us  to  cease. 

Wilt  thou  lye  angry  ivith  us  for  ever? 

Wilt  thou  draw  out  thine  anger  to  all  generations? 

Wilt  thou  not  revive  us  again, 

That  thy  people  may  rejoice  in  thce? 

Show  us  thy  mercy,  O  Lord, 

And  grant  us  thy  salvation. 

1  will  hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  speak; 

For  he  will  speak  peace  unto  his  people,  and  to  his  saints: 

But  let  them  not  turn  again  to  folly. 

Surely  his  salvation' is  nigh  them  that  fear  him, 

That  glory  may  dwell  in  our  land. 

Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together; 

Righteousness  and  peace  have  kissed  each  other. 

Truth  shall  spring  out  of  the  earth; 

And  righteoii'Sness  shall  look  down  from  heaven. 

Yea,  the  Lord  shall  give  that  which  is  good; 

And  our  land  shall  yield  her  increase. 
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Righteousness  shall  go  before  him 
And  shall  set  us  in  the  way  of  his  steps. 

PSALM  EIGHTY-SEVEN 

His  foundation  is  in  the  holy  mountains. 
The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  ofZion 
More  than  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob. 
Glorious  things  are  spoken  ofthce, 

0  city  of  God. 

1  will  make  mention  ofHahab  and  Babylon  to  them  that  know  me: 
Behold  Philistia,  and  Tyre,  with  Ethiopia: 

"This  man  was  horn  there. " 

And  ofZion  it  shall  tc  said,  "This  man  was  lorn  in  her" : 
And  the  highest  himself  shall  establish  her. 
The  Lord  shall  count,  when  he  writeth  up  the  people, 
That  this  man  was  lorn  there. 

As  well  the  singers  as  the  players  on  instruments  shall  be  there: 
All  my  springs  are  in  thee. 

PSALM  EIGHTY-EIGHT 

0  Lord  God  of  my  salvation, 

1  have  cried  day  and  night  Before  thee: 
Let  my  prayer  come  before  thee; 
Incline  thine  ear  unto  my  cry; 

For  my  soul  is  full  of  troubles, 

And  my  life  draweth  nigh  unto  the  grave. 

I  am  counted  with  them  that  go  down  into  the  pit; 

I  am  as  a  man  that  hath  no  strength, 

Free  among  the  dead, 

Lilce  the  slain  that  lie  in  the  grave, 

Whom  thou  rememberest  no  more, 

And  they  are  cut  off  from  thy  hand. 

Thou  hast  laid  me  in  the  lowest  pit, 

In  darkness,  in  the  deeps. 

Thy  wrath  lieth  hard  upon  me, 

And  thou  hast  afflided  me  with  all  thy  waves. 
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Thou  hast  put  away  mine  acquaintance  far  from  me; 

Thou  hast  made  me  an  abomination  unto  them; 

I  am  shut  up,  and  I  cannot  come  forth, 

Mine  eye  mourneth  hy  reason  of  affliction; 

Lord,  I  have  called  daily  upon  thee, 

I  have  stretched  out  my  hands  unto  thee. 

"Wilt  thou  shoiv  wonders  to  the  dead? 

Shall  the  dead  arise  and  praise  thee? 

Shall  thy  lovingkindness  he  declared  in  the  grave? 

Or  thy  faithfulness  in  destruction? 

Shall  thy  vvonders  loe  known  in  the  darlz? 

And  thy  righteousness  in  the  land  of  forgetfulness? 

But  unto  thee  have  I  cried 3  O  Lord; 

And  in  the  morning  shall  my  prayer  prevent  thee. 

Lord,  why  castest  thou  off  my  soul? 

V/hy  hidest  thou  thy  face  from  me? 

I  am  affliSted  and  ready  to  die  from  -my  youth  up; 

V/hile  I  suffer  thy  terrors  I  am  distracted. 

Thy  fierce  wrath  goeth  over  me; 

Thy  terrors  have  cut  me  off. 

They  came  round  about  me  daily  like  -water; 

They  comyassed  me  alzout  together. 

Lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put  far  from  me, 

And  mine  acquaintance  into  darkness. 

PSALM    NINETY 

J-,ordy  thou  hast  Been  our  dwelling  place    ' 

In  all  generations. 

Before  the  -mountains  -were  brought  forth, 

Or  ever  thou  hadst  formed  the  earth  and  the  world, 

Even  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,,  thou  art  God. 

Thou  turnest  man  to  destruction; 

And  sayesty  "Return,  ye  children  of  men. " 

For  a  thousand  years  in  thy  sight 

Are  hut  as  yesterday  when  it  is  past, 

And  as  a  watch  in  the  night. 
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(Thou  earnest  them  away  as  with  a  flood;  they  are  as  a  sleep: 

In  the  morning  they  are  like  grass  which  groweth  up. 

In  the  morning  it  flourished,  and-  groweth  up; 

In  the  evening  it  is  cut  down,  and  withereth. 

For  we  are  consumed  ly  thine  anger, 

And  })y  thy  wrath  are  we  troubled. 

Thou  liast  set  our  iniquities  before  thee, 

Our  secret  sins  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance. 

For  all  our  days  are  passed  away  in  thy  wrath: 

We  spend  our  years  as  a  tale  that  is  told. 

Tke  days  of  our  years  are  threescore  years  and  ten; 

And  if  Toy  reason  of  strength  they  Le  fourscore  years, 

Yet  is  their  strength  labour  and  sorrow; 

For  it  is  soon  cut  off,  and  we  fly  away. 

Who  knoweth  the  power  of  thine  anger? 

Even  according  to  thy  fear,  so  is  thy  wrath. 

So  teach  us  to  number  our  days, 

That  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom. 

Return,  O  Lord,  how  long? 

And  let  it  repent  thee  concerning  thy  servants. 

O  satisfy  us  early  with  thy  mercy; 

That  we  may  rejoice  and  he  glad  all  our  days. 

Make  us  glad  according  to  the  days  wherein  thou  hast  afflided  us, 

And  the  years  wherein  we  have  seen  evil. 

Let  thy  work  appear  unto  thy  servants, 

And  thy  glory  unto  their  children. 

And  let  the  "beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  le  upon  us: 

And  establish  thou  the  work  of  our  hands  upon  us; 

Yea,  the  work  of  our  hands  establish  thou  it. 

PSALM  NINETY"ONE 

He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the  mast  High 

Shall  abide  under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty. 

I  will  say  of  the  Lord,  "He  is  my  refuge  and  my  fortress; 

My  God,  in  him  will  1  trust. " 

Surely  he  shall  deliver  thee  from  the  snare  of  the  fotuler,  • 
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And  from  the  noisome  pestilence. 

He  shall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers, 

And  under  his  wings  shalt  thou  trust; 

His  truth  shall  be  thy  shield  and  buckler. 

Thou  shalt  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  night; 

Nor  for  the  arrow  that  fiieth  by  day; 

JN[or/or  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness; 

J\[or/or  the  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noonday, 

A  thousand  shall  fall  at  thy  side, 

And  ten  thousand  at  thy  right  hand; 

But  it  shall  not  come  nigh  thee. 

Only  with  thine  eyes  shalt  thou  behold 

And  see  the  reward  of  the  wicked. 

Because  thou  hast  made  the  Lord,  which  is  my  refuge, 

Even  the  most  High,  thy  habitation; 

There  shall  no  evil  befall  thee, 

Neither  shall  any  plague  come  nigh  thy  dwelling. 

For  he  shall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee, 

To  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways. 

They  shall  bear  thee  up  in  their  handsy 

Lest  thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone. 

Thou  shalt  tread  upon  the  lion  and  adder; 

The  young  lion  and  the  dragon  shalt  thou  trample  under  feet. 

Because  he  hath  set  his  love  upon  me,  therefore  will  I  deliver  him: 

1  will  set  him  on  high,  because  he  hath  known  my  name. 

He  shall  call  upon  me,  and  I  will  answer  him; 

I  will  be  with  him  in  trouble; 

I  will  deliver  him,  and  honour  him. 

With  long  life  will  I  satisfy  him, 

And  show  him  my  salvation. 

PSALM  NINETY-TWO 

It  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord, 
And  to  sing  praises  unto  thy  name,  O  most  High: 
To  show  forth  thy  loving  kindness  in  the  morning, 
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And  thy  faithfulness  every  night, 

Upon  an  instrument  often  strings,  and  upon  the  psaltery; 

Upon  the  harp  with  a  solemn  sound. 

For  thou,  Lord,  hast  made  me  glad  through  thy  work; 

1  will  triumph  in  the  works  of  thy  hands. 

0  Lord,  how  great  are  thy  worksl 
And  thy  thoughts  are  very  deep. 

A  brutish  man  hnoweth  not; 

J\[pither  doth  a  fool  understand  this. 

When  the  wicked  spring  as  the  grass, 

And  when  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  do  flourish; 

It  is  that  they  shall  he  destroyed  for  ever: 

But  thou,  Lord,  art  most  high  for  evermore. 

For,  loy  thine  enemies,  O  Lord,  for,  10,  thine  enemies  shall  perish; 

All  the  workers  of  iniquity  shall  be  scattered. 

But  my  horn  shalt  thou  exalt  like  the  horn  of  a  unicorn: 

1  shall  le  anointed  with  fresh  oil. 

Mine  eye  also  shall  see  my  desire  on  mine  enemies, 

And  mine  ears  shall  hear  my  desire  of  the  wicked  that  rise  u~p 

against  me. 

The  righteous  shall  flourish  like  the  palm  tree: 
He  shall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon. 
Those  that  le  planted  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
Shall  jTounsh  in  the  courts  of  our  God. 
They  shall  still  Iring  forth  fruit  in  old  age; 
They  shall  lot  fat  and  flourishing; 
To  show  that  the  Lord  is  upright; 
tie  is  my  rock,  and  there  is  no  unrighteousness  in  him. 

PSALM  NINETY-THREE 

The  Lord  reigneth,  he  is  clothed  with  majesty; 
The  Lord  is  clothed  with  strength,  wherewith  he  hath  girded  him- 
self: 

The  world  also  is  established,  that  it  cannot  loe  moved. 
Thy  throne  is  established  of  old; 
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Thou  art  from  everlasting. 

The  floods  have  lifted  up,  O  L,ord, 

The  floods  have,  lifted  up  their  voice; 

The  floods  lift  up  their  waves. 

The  Lord  on  high  is  mightier 

Than  the  noise  of  many  waters, 

Yea,  than  the  mighty  waves  of  the  sea. 

Thy  testimonies  are  very  sTire: 

Holiness  bccometh  thine  house, 

O  L,ord,  for  ever. 

PSALM   NINETY-FIVE 

O  come,  let  us  sing  unto  the  Lord; 

Let  us  ynake  a  joyful  noise  to  the  rock  of  our  salvation. 

Let  us  come  before  his  presence  with  thanksgiving, 

And  make  a  joyful  noise  unto  him  with  psalms. 

For  the  Lord  is  a  great  God, 

And  a  great  King  above  all  gods. 

In  his  hand  are  the  deep  places  of  the  earth; 

The  strength  of  the  hills  is  his  also. 

The  sea  is  his,  and  he  made  it, 

And  his  hands  formed  the  dry  land. 

O  come,  let  us  worship  and  loow  down; 

Let  us  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  maker. 

For  he  is  our  God; 

And  we  are  the  people  of  his  pasture,  and  the  sheep  of  his  hand. 

To-day  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice, 

Harden  not  your  heart,  as  in  the  provocation, 

And  as  in  the  day  of  temptation  in  the  wilderness: 

When  your  fathers  tempted  me, 

Proved  me,  and  saw  my  work. 

Forty  years  long  was  I  grieved  with  this  generation, 

And  said,  "It  is  a  people  that  do  err  in  their  heart, 

And  they  have  not  known  my  ways" : 

Unto  whom  I  swore  in  my  wrath 

That  they  should  not  enter  into  my  rest. 
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PSALM  NINETY-HEIGHT 

O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song, 

For  he  hath  done  marvellous  things: 

His  right  hand,  and  his  holy  arm,  hath  gotten  him  the  vidory. 

The  Lord  hath  made  known  his  salvation; 

His  righteousness  hath  he  openly  showed  in  the  sight  of  the  heathen. 

He  hath  remembered  his  mercy  and  his  truth  toward  the  house  of 

Israel: 

All  the  ends  of  the  earth  have  seen  the  salvation  of  our  God. 
Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth: 
Make  a  loud  noise  and  rejoice,  and  sing  praise. 
Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  the  harp, 
With  the  harp,  and  the  voice  of  a  psalm. 
With  trumpets  and  sound  of  cornet 
Make  a  joyful  noise  lefore  the  Lord,  the  King. 
Let  the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness  thereof; 
The  world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein. 
Let  the  floods  clap  their  hands; 
Let  the  hills  he  joyful  together 
Before  the  Lord;  for  he  cometh  to  judge  the  earth; 
With  righteousness  shall  he  judge  the  world, 
And  the  people  with  equity. 

PSALM   ONE  HUNDRED 

Make  a  joyful  nois'e  unto  the  Lord,  all  ye  lands. 
Serve  the  Lord  with  gladness: 
Come  leforc  his  presence  with  singing. 
Know  ye  that  the  Lord  he  is  God: 
It  is  he  that  hath  made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves; 
We  are  his  people,  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture. 
Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving, 
And  into  his  courts  with  praise: 
Be  thankful  unto  him,  and  Uess  his  name. 
For  the  Lord  is  good;  his  mercy  is  everlasting; 
And  his  truth  endureth  to  all  generations. 
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PSALM  ONE  HUNDRED   TWO 

Hear  -my  prayer,  O  Lord, 

And  let  my  cry  come  unto  thee. 

Hide  not  thy  face  from  me  in  the  day  when  I  am  in  trouble; 

Incline  thine  ear  unto  me; 

In  the  day  when  I  call  answer  me  speedily. 

For  my  days  are  consumed  like  smoke, 

And  my  hones  are  burned  as  a  hearth. 

My  heart  is  smitten,  and  withered  like  grass; 

So  that  I  forget  to  eat  my  Iread. 

By  reason  of  the  voice  of  my  groaning 

My  hones  cleave  to  my  skin. 

I  am  like  a  pelican  of  the  wilderness; 

I  am  like  an  owl  of  the  desert. 

I  watch,  and  am  as  a  sparrow 

Alone  upon  the  house  top. 

Mine  enemies  reproach  me  all  the  day; 

And  they  that  are  mad  against  me  are  sworn  against  me. 

For  I  have  eaten  ashes  like  bread, 

And  mingled  my  drink  with  weeping, 

Because  of  thine  indignation  and  thy  wrath: 

For  thou  hast  lifted  me  up,  and  cast  me  down. 

My  days  are  like  a  shadow  that  declineth; 

And  I  am  withered  like  grass. 

But  thou,  O  Lord,  shalt  endure  for  ever; 

And  thy  remembrance  unto  all  generations. 

Thou  shalt  arise,  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion: 

For  the  time  to  favour  her,  yea,  the  set  time,  is  come. 

For  thy  servants  take  pleasure  in  her  stones, 

And  favour  the  dust  thereof. 

So  the  heathen  shall  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord, 

And  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  thy  glory. 

When  the  Lord  shall  build  up  Zion, 

He  shall  appear  in  his  glory. 

He  mill  regard  the  prayer  of  the  destitute, 
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And  not  despise  their  prayer. 

This  shall  fee  written  for  the  generation  to  come; 

And  the  people  which  shall  fee  created  shall  praise  the  Lord. 

For  he  hath  looked  down  from  the  height  of  his  sanduary; 

From  heaven  did  the  Lord  behold  the  earth; 

To  hear  the  groaning  of  the  prisoner; 

To  loose  those  that  are  appointed  to  death; 

To  declare  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  Zion, 

And  his  praise  in  Jerusalem; 

WTten  the  people  are  gathered  together, 

And  the  kingdoms,  to  serve  the  Lord. 

He  weakened  my  strength  in  the  way; 

He  shortened  my  days. 

I  said,  "O  ray  God,  take  me  not  away  in  the  midst  of  my  days: 

Thy  years  are  throughout  all  generations. 

Of  old  hast  thou  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth. 

And  the  heavens  are  the  work  of  thy  hands. 

They  shall  perish,  hut  thou  shalt  endure; 

Yea,  all  of  them  shall  wax  old  like  a  garment; 

As  a  vesture  shalt  thou  change  them,  and  they  shall  he  changed: 

But  thou  art  the  same, 

And  thy  years  shall  have  no  end. 

The  children  of  thy  servants  shall  continue, 

And  their  seed  shall  he  established  before  thee. 

PSALM    ONE   HUNDRED   THREE 

Bless  the  LorcJ,  O  my  soul, 

And  all  that  is  within  me,  lless  his  holy  name. 

Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul, 

And  forget  not  all  his  benefits: 

Who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities; 

Who  healeth  all  thy  diseases; 

Who  redeemeth  thy  life  from  destruction; 

Who  crowneth  thee  with  lovingkindness  and  tender  mercies; 

Wlio  satisfleth  thy  mouth  with  good  things; 

So  that  thy  youth  is  renewed  like  the  eagle's. 
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The  'Lord  executeth  righteousness 

And  judgment  for  all  that  are  oppressed. 

He  made  known  his  ways  unto  Moses, 

His  ads  unto  the  children  of  Israel. 

The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gracious, 

Slow  to  anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy. 

He  will  not  always  chide, 

Neither  will  he  keep  his  anger  for  ever.    . 

He  hath  not  dealt  with  us  after  our  sins, 

JSjpr  rewarded  us  according  to  our  iniquities. 

For  as  the  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth} 

So  great  is  his  mercy  toward  them  that  fear  him. 

As  far  as  the  cast  is  from  the  west, 

So  far  hath  he  removed  our  transgressions  from  us. 

Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children, 

So  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him. 

For  he  knoweth  our  frame; 

He  remembereth  that  we  are  dust. 

As  for  man,  his  days  are  as  grass; 

As  a  flower  of  the  field,  so  he  flourisheth. 

For  the  wind  passeth  over  it,  and  it  is  gone; 

And  the  place  thereof  shall  know  it  no  more. 

But  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  from  everlasting  to  everlasting  upon 

them  that  fear  him, 

And  his  righteousness  unto  children's  children; 
To  such  as  keep  his  covenant, 

And  to  those  that  remember  his  commandments  to  do  them. 
The  Lord  hath  prepared  his  throne  in  the  heavens; 
And  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all. 
Bless  the  Lord,  ye  his  angels, 
That  excel  in  strength,  that  do  his  commandments, 
Hearkening  unto  the  voice  of  his  word. 
Bless  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  hosts; 
Ye  ministers  of  his,  that  do  his  pleasure. 
Bless  the  Lord,  all  his  u>orfcs 
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In  all  places  of  his  dominion: 
Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul. 

PSALM  ONE  HUNDRED  POUR 

Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul. 

O  Lord  my  God,  thou  art  very  great; 

Thou  art  clothed  with  honour  and  majesty. 

Who  cover est  thyself  with  light  as  with  a  garment; 

Who  stretchest  out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain; 

Who  layeth  the  Yearns  of  his  chambers  in  the  waters; 

Who  maketh  the  clouds  his  chariot; 

Who  walketh'upon  the  wings  of  the  wind; 

Who  maketh  his  angels  spirits, 

His  ministers  a  flaming  fire; 

Who  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth. 

That  it  should  not  he  removed  for  ever. 

Thou  coveredst  it  with  the  deep  as  with  a  garment; 

The  waters  stood  above  the  mountains. 

At  thy  rebuke  they  fled; 

At  the  voice  of  thy  thunder  they  hastened  away. 

They  go  up  loy  the  mountains,  they  go  down  hy  the  valleys 

Unto  the  place  which  thou  hast  founded  for  them. 

Thou  hast  set  a  hound  that  they  may  not  pass  over, 

That  they  turn  not  again  to  cover  the  earth. 

He  sendeth  the  springs  into  the  v alleys, 

Which  run  among  the  hills. 

They  give  drink  to  every  heast  of  the  field; 

The  wild  asses  quench  their  thirst. 

By  them  shall  the  fowls  of  the  heaven  have  their  habitation, 

Which  sing  among  the  branches. 

He  water eth  the  hills  from  his  chambers: 

The  earth  is  satisfied  with  the  fruit  of  thy 

He  causeth  the  grass  to  grow  for  the  cattle 3 

And  herlfor  the  service  'of  man: 

That  he  may  Iring  forth  food  out  of  the  earth; 
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And  wine  that  maketh  glad  the  heart  of  man, 

And  oil  to  make  his  face  to  shine, 

And  l)read  which  strengthened  man's  heart. 

The  trees  of  the  Lord  are  full  of  sap, 

The  cedars  of  Lebanon,  which  he  hath  planted, 

Vtfhcre  the  loirds  make  their  nests; 

As  for  the  stork,  the  fir  trees  are  her  house. 

The  high  hills  are  a  refuge  for  the  wild  goats, 

And  the  rocks  for  the  conies. 

He  appointed  the  moon  for  seasons; 

The  sun  knoweth  his  going  doivn. 

Thou  makest  darkness,  and  it  is  night, 

Wherein  all  the  leasts  of  the  forest  do  creep  forth. 

The  young  lions  roar  after  their  prey, 

And  seek  their  meat  from  God. 

The  sun  ariseth,  they  gather  themselves  together, 

And  lay  them  down  in  their  dens. 

Man  goeth  forth  unto  his  work 

And  to  his  labour  until  the  evening. 

O  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works! 

In  wisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all; 

The  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches. 

So  is  this  great  and  wide  sea, 

Wherein  are  things  creeping  innumerable, 

Both  small  and  great  heasts. 

There  go  the  ships; 

There  is  that  leviathan,  whom  thou  hast  made  to  play  therein. 

These  wait  all  upon  thec, 

That  thou  mayest  give  them  their  meat  in  due  season. 

That  thougivest  them  they  gather; 

Thou  openest  thine  hand,  they  are  filled  with  good. 

Thou  hidest  thy  face,  they  are  troubled; 

Thou  takest  away  their  breath,  they  die, 

And  return  to  their  dust. 

Thou  sendest  forth  thy  spirit,  they  are  created, 

And  thou  renewest  the  face  of  the  earth. 
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The  glory  of  the,  Lord  shall  endure  for  ever; 

TIte  Lord  shall  rejoice  in  liis  works. 

He  looketh  on  the  earth,  and  it  trembleth; 

He  touched  the  hills,  and  they  smoke. 

I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord  as  long  as  I  live; 

I  will  sing  praise  to  my  God  while  I  have  my  feeing. 

M}?  meditation  of  him  shall  fee  sweet; 

I  will  fee  glad  in  the  Lord, 

Let  the  sinners  lot  consumed  out  of  the  earth , 

And  let  the  wicked  fee  no  more, 

Bless  thou  the  Lord,  O  my  soul. 

Praise  yc  the  Lord. 

PSALM  ONE  HUNDRED  EIGHT 

0  God,  my  heart  is  fixed; 

1  ivill  sing  and  give  praise,  even  with  my  glory. 
Awake,  psaltery  and  harp: 

I  myself  will  awake  early. 

1  ivill  praise  thcc,  O  Lord,  among  the  people, 

And  I  will  sing  praises  unto  thee  among  the  nations. 

For  thy  mercy  is  great  above  the  heavens, 

And  thy  truth  reacheth  unto  the  clouds. 

Be  thou  exaltcd>  O  God,  above  the  heavens, 

And  thy  glory  above  all  the  earth, 

That  thy  heloved  may  fee  delivered; 

Save  with  thy  right  hand,  and  answer  me. 

God  hath  spoken,  in  his  holiness;  "I  will  rejoice, 

I  will  divide  Shechem,  and  mete  out  the  valley  ofSuccoth. 

Gilead  is  mine;  J\/ianasseh  is  mine; 

Ephraim  also  is  the  strength  of  mine  head;  Judah  is  my  lawgiver; 

Moafe  is  my  washpot;  over  Edom  will  I  cast  out  my  shoe; 

Over  Pkilistia  will  I  triumph. 

^Who  will  fering  me  into  the  strong  city? 

Who  will  lead  me  into  Edom?" 

Wilt  not  thou,  O  God,  who  hast  cast  us  off? 

And  wilt  not  thou}  O  God,  go  forth  with  our  hosts? 
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Give  us  help  from  trouble: 

For  vain  is  the  help  of  man. 

Through  God  we  shall  do  valiantly: 

For  he  it  is  that  shall  tread  down  our  enemies. 

PSALM   ONE  HUNDRED  TEN 

The  ILord  said  imto  my  lord,  "Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand, 
Until  I  make  'thine  enemies  thy  footstool /' 
The  Lord  shall  send  the  rod  of  thy  strength  out  ofZion: 
Rule  thou  in  the  midst  of  thine  enemies. 
Thy  people  shall  Toe  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power, 
In  the  beauties  of  holiness  from  the  womb  of  the  morning: 
Thou  hast  the  dew  of  thy  youth. 
The  Lord  hath  sworn,  and  will  not  repent: 
"Thou  art  a  priest  for  ever 
After  the  order  ofMelchizedck." 
The  Lord  at  thy  right  hand 

Shall  strike  through  kings  in  the  day  of  his  wrath* 
He  shall  judge  among  the  heathen, 
He  shall  fill  the  places  with  the  dead  bodies; 
He  shall  wound  the  heads  over  many  countries. 
He  shall  drink  of  the  Irook  in  -the  way: 
Therefore  shall  he  lift  up  the  head. 

PSALM  ONE  HUNDRED   FOURTEEN 

When  Israel  went  out  of  Egypt, 

The  house  of  Jacob  from  a  people  of  strange  language, 

Judah  was  his  sanduary, 

And  Israel  his  dominion. 

The  sea  saw  it,  and  fled; 

Jordan  was  driven  back; 

The  mountains  skipped  like  rams, 

And  the  little  hills  like  lambs. 

What  ailed  thce,  O  thou  sea,  that  thou  fleddest?  : 

Thou  Jordan,  that  thou  wast  driven  back? 

Ye  mountains,  that  ye  skipped  like  rams; 
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And  ye  little  hills,  like  lambs? 

Tremble,  thou  earth,  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord, 

At  the  presence  of  the  God  of  Jacob; 

^Vhich  turned  the  rock  into  a  standing  water* 

The  flint  into  a  fountain  of  waters. 

PSALM:  ONE  HTJMDBJED  FIFTEEN 

I\[pt  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us, 

But  unto  thy  name  give  glory, 

For  thy  mercy,  and  for  thy  truth3 's  sake. 

^Wherefore  should  the  heathen  say, 

**V\fhere  is  now  their  God?" 

But  our  God  is  in  the  heavens; 

tie  hath  done  whatsoever  he  hath  pleased. 

Their  idols  are  silver  and  gold, 

The  work  of  men's  hands. 

They  have  mouths,  hut  they  speak  not; 

Eyes  have  they,  hut  they  see  not; 

They  have  ears,  hut  they  hear  not; 

lapses  have  theyy  hut  they  smell  not; 

They  have  hands,,  but  they  handle  not; 

Feet  have  they>  hut  they  walk  not; 

Neither  speak  they  through  their  throat. 

They  that  make  them  are  like  unto  them; 

So  is  every  one  that  trusteth  in  them. 

O  Israel,  trust  tho^l  in  the  Lord: 

tie  is  their  help  and  their  shield. 

O  house  of  Aaron,  trust  in  the  Lord: 

He  is  their  help  and  their  shield. 

Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  trust  in  the  Lord: 

He  is  their  help  and  their  shield. 

The  Lord  hath  loeen  mindful  of  us:  he  will  Hess  us; 

tie  will  Hess  the  house  of  Israel; 

tie  will  Uless  the  house  of  Aaron, 

tie  will  bless  them  that  fear  the  Lord, 

Botk  small  and  great. 
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The  Lord  shall  increase  you  more  and  more,, 

You  and  your  children. 

Ye  are  Wessed  of  the  Lord 

"Which  made  heaven  and  earth. 

The  heaven,  even  the  heavens,  are  the  Lord's: 

But  the  earth  hath  he  given  to  the  children  of  men. 

The  dead  praise  not  the  Lord, 

7\[either  any  that  go  down  into  silence. 

But  we  will  fcless  the  Lord 

From  this  time  forth  and  for  evermore. 

Praise  the  Lord. 

PSALM    ONE   HUMORED    SIXTEEN 

I  love  the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard 
JVfy  voice  and  -my  supplications. 
Because  he  hath  inclined  his  ear  unto  me, 
^Therefore  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I  live. 
The  sorrows  of  death  compassed  me, 
And  the  pains  of  hell  got  hold  upon  me; 
I  found  trouble  and  sorrow. 
Then  called  I  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
"O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  deliver  my  soul.  * 
Gracious  is  the  Lord,  and  righteous; 
Yea,  our  God  is  merciful. 
The  Lord  preserveth  the  simple; 
I  was  brought  low,  and  he  helped  me. 
Return  unto  thy  rest.,  O  my  soul; 
For  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee* 
For  thou  hast  delivered  my  soul  from  death, 
Adine  eyes  from  tears, 
And  my  feet  from  falling.     ' 
I  will  walk  before  the  Lord 
In  the  land  of  the  living. 
I  Relieved,  therefore  have  I  spoken: 
I  was  greatly  afflifted; 
I  said  in  my  haste, 
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"All  men  are  liars." 
What  shall  1  render  unto  the  Lord 
For  all  liis  benefits  toward  me? 
I  will  take  the  cup  of  salvation, 
And  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord 
~Nj)w  in  the  presence  of  all  his  people. 
Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord 
Is  the  death  of  his  saints. 

0  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  servant; 

1  am  thy  servant,  and  the  son  of  thine  handmaid; 
Thou  hast  loosed  my  tends. 

I  will  offer  to  thee  the  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving, 

And  will  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord 

Njiw  in  the  presence  of  all  his  people, 

In  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  house, 

In  the  midst  of  thee,  O  Jerusalem. 

Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

PSALM   ONE   HUNDRED   TWENTY 

In  my  distress  I  cried  unto  the  Lord, 

And  he  heard  me. 

Deliver  -my  soul,  O  Lord,  from  lying  lips, 

And  from  a  deceitful  tongue. 

What  shrill  fee  given  unto  thee?  or  what  shall  he  done  unto  thee, 

Thou  false  tongue? 

Sharp  arrows  of  the  mighty, 

With  coals  of  juniper. 

Woe  is  me,  that  I  sojourn  in  Mesech, 

That  I  dwell  in  the  tents  ofKedarl 

My  soul  hath  long  dwelt 

With  him  that  hateth  peace. 

I  am  for  peace: 

But  when  I  speak,  they  are  for  war. 
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PSALM   ONE  HUNDRED   TWENTY^ONCE 

I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto"  the  hills, 

From  whence  cometh  my  help. 

JAy  help  cometh  from  the  Lord, 

V/hich  made  heaven  and  earth. 

He  will  not  suffer  thy  foot  to  fee  moved; 

He  that  kecpcth  thee  will  not  slumber. 

Behold,  he  that  kcepeth  Israel 

Shall  neither  slumber  nor  sleep. 

The  Lord  is  thy  keeper; 

The  Lord  is  thy  shade  upon  thy  right  hand. 

The  sun  shall  not  smite  thee  ly  day, 

T^lpr  the  moon  ly  night. 

The  Lord  shall  preserve  thee  from  all  evil; 

He  shall  preserve  thy  soul. 

The  Lord  shall  preserve  thy  going  out  and  thy  coming  in 

From  this  timcfort\,  and  even  for  evermore. 

PSALM  ONE   HUNDRED    TWENTY-TWO 

I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me, 
"Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord." 
Our  feet  shall  stand 
Within  thy  gates,  O  Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem  is  louildcd 
As  a  city  that  is  compact  together: 
Whither  the  tribes  go  up,  the  tribes  of  the  Lord, 
Unto  the  testimony  of  Israel, 
To  give  thanks  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
For  there  are  set  thrones  of  judgment, 
The  thrones  of  the  house  of  David. 
Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem: 
They  shall  prosper  that  love  thee. 
Peace  Toe  within  thy  walls, 
And  prosperity  within  thy  palaces. 
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For  my  brethren  and  companions'  sakes, 
I  will  now  say,  "Peace  Be  within  thce" 
Because  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God 
I  will  seek  thy  good. 

PSALM   ONE  HUNDRED  TWENTY^THREE 

Unto  tbee  lift  I  up  mine  eyes, 

O  thou  that  dwdlest  in  the  heavens. 

Behold,  as  the  eyes  of  servants  look  unto  the  hand  of  their  masters, 

And  as  the  eyes  of  a  maiden  unto  the  hand  of  her  mistress, 

So  our  eyes  wait  upon  the  Lord  our  God, 

Until  that  he  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Have  mercy  upon  us,  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us: 

For  we  are  exceedingly  filled  with  contempt. 

Our  soul  is  exceedingly  filled 

With  the  scorning  of  those  that  are  at  case, 

And  with  the  contempt  of  the  proud. 

PSALM  ONE  HUNDRED  TWENTY-FOUR 

"If  it  had  not  Been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our  side/' 

JS[oif  may  Israel  say, 
"If  it  had  not  been  tke  Lord  who  was  on  our  side, 

When  wen  rose  up  against  us; 

Then  they  had  swallowed  us  up  quick, 

'When  their  wrath  was  kindled  against  us; 

Then  the  waters  had  overwhelmed  us, 

The  stream  had  gone  over  our  soul: 

Then  the  proud  waters  had  gone  over  our  soul. 

Blessed  Be  the  Lord, 

Wfoo  hath  not  given  us  as  a  prey  to  their  teeth. 

Our  soul  is  escaped  as  a  Bird  out  of  the  snare  of  the  fowlers; 

Tke  snare  is  Broken,  and  we  are  escaped. 

Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 

Wko  made  heaven  and  earth. " 
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PSALM  ONE  HUNDRED  TWENTY-FIVE 

cThey  that  trust  in  the  Lord 

Shall  lot  as  Mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed, 

but  abideth  for  ever. 

As  the  mountains  are  round  about  Jerusalem, 
So  the  Lord  is  round  about  his  people 
From  henceforth  even  for  ever. 

For  the  rod  of  the  wicked  shall  not  rest  upon  the  lot  of  the  righteous, 
Lest  the  righteous  put  forth  their  hands  unto  iniquity. 
Do  good}  O  Lord,  unto  those  that  be  good, 
And  to  them  that  are  upright  in  their  hearts. 
As  for  such  as  turn  aside  unto  their  crooked  ways, 
The  Lord  shall  lead  them  forth  with  the  workers  of  iniquity: 
But  peace  shall  loe  upon  Israel. 

PSALM  ONE  HUNDRED  TWENTY-SIX 

When  the  Lord  turned  again  the  captivity  ofZion, 
We  were  like  them  that  dream. 
Then  was  our  mouth  filled  with  laughter, 
And  our  tongue  with  singing: 
Then  said  they  among  the  heathen, 
"The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  them.  *' 
The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us; 
Whereof  we  are  glad. 
Turn  again  our  captivity,  O  Lord, 
As  the  streams  in  the  south. 
They  that  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy. 
He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  "bearing  precious  seed, 
Shall  doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing, 
bringing  his  sheaves  with  him. 

PSALM  ONE  HUNDRED  TWENTY-SEVEN 

Except  the  Lord  build  the  house, 
They  labour  in  vain  that  build  it; 
Except  the  Lord  keep  the  city, 
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The  watchman  waketh  hut  in  vain. 
It  is  vain  for  you  to  rise  up  early,  to  sit  up  late, 
To  eat  the  loread  of  sorrows: 
For  so  he  giveth  his  beloved  sleep. 
'Lo/  children  are  a  heritage  of  the  Lord, 
And  the  fruit  of  the  womb  is  his  reward. 
As  arrows  are  in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man, 
So  are  children  of  youth. 

Happy  is  the  man  that  hath  his  quiver  full  of  them; 
They  shall  not  be  ashamed, 
Biit  they  shall  speak  with  the  enemies  in  the  gate. 

PSALM   ONE  HUNDRED   TWENTY-EIGHT 

Blessed  is  every  one  that  feareth  the  Lord, 

That  walketh  in  his  ways. 

For  thou  shalt  eat  the  labour  of  thine  hands; 

Happy  shalt  thou  he,  and  it  shall  lye  well  with  thee. 

Thy  wife  shall  loe  as  a  fruitful  vine  ly  the  sides  of  thine  house; 

Thy  children  like  olive  plants  round  about  thy  table. 

Behold,  that  thus  shall  the  man  be  Ulessed 

That  feareth  the  Lord. 

The  Lord  shall  bless  thee  out  ofZion, 

And  thou  shalt  see  the  good  of  Jerusalem  all  the  days  of  thy  life. 

Yea,  thou  shalt  see  thy  children's  children, 

And  peace  upon  Israel. 

PSALM   ONE  HUNDRED   TWENTY-NINE 

"Many  a  time  have  they  afflicted  me  from  my  youth, 

May  Israel  now  say: 
"Many  a  time  have  they  affiided  me  from  my  youth; 

Yet  they  have  not  prevailed  against  me. 

The  plowers  plowed  upon  my  fcacfe: 

They  made  long  their  furrows. " 

The  Lord  is  righteous: 

He  hath  cut  asunder  the  cords  of  the  uricked. 

Let  them  all  fee  confounded 
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And  turned  lack  that  hate  Zion. 
Let  them  loe  as  the  grass  upon  the  housetops, 
^fi/hich  wither eth  afore  it  groweth  up: 
^/herewith  the  mower  filleth  not  his  hand; 
JSjpr  he  that  bindeth  sheaves  his  bosom. 
l^ieither  do  they  which  go  by  say, 
"The  blessing  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you; 
We  bless  you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

PSALM   ONE  HUNDRED   THIRTY 

Out  of  the  depths  have  I  cried  unto  thec,  O  Lord. 
Lord,  hear  my  voice: 

Let  thine  ears  be  attentive  to  the  voice  of  my  supplications. 
Ifthou,  Lord,  shouldest  mark  iniquities, 

0  Lord,  who  shall  stand? 

But  there  is  forgiveness  with  thce, 
That  thou  mayest  be  feared. 

1  wait  for  the  Lord,  my  soul  doth  wait, 
And  in  his  word  do  I  hope. 

My  soul  waitethfor  the  Lord 

More  than  they  that  watch  for  the  morning, 

I  say,  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the  morning. 

Let  Israel  hope  in  the  Lord, 

For  with  the  Lord  there  is  mercy, 

And  with  him  is  plenteous  redemption. 

And  he  shall  redeem  Israel 

From  all  his  iniquities. 

PSALM   ONE   HUNDRED   THIRTY^ONE 

Lord,  my  heart  is  not  haughty,  nor  mine  eyes  lofty; 

Neither  do  I  exercise  myself  in  great  matters, 

Or  in  things  too  high  for  me. 

Surely  I  have  behaved  and  quieted  myself, 

As  a  child  that  is  weaned  of  his  mother; 
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My  soul  is  even  as  a  weaned  child. 
ILct  Israel  hope  in  the  Lord 
From  henceforth  and  for  ever. 

PSALM    ONE   HUNDRED   THIRTT-THREE 

Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is 

For  "brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity! 

It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head, 

That  ran  down  upon  the  heard, 

Even  Aaron's  heard: 

That  went  down  to  the  skirts  of  his  garments; 

As  the  dew  ofHermon, 

That  descended  upon  the  mountains  ofZion: 

For  there  the  Lord  commanded  the  blessing, 

Even  life  for  evermore. 

PSALM    ONE   HUNDRED   THIRTY-SIX 

0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good: 

For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

O  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of  gods: 

For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

O  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  of  lords: 

For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

To  him  who  alone  doeth  great  wonders: 

For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

To  him  that  hy  wisdom  made  the  heavens: 

For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

To  him  that  stretched  out  the  earth  above  the  waters: 

For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

To  Ww  that  made  great  lights 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever) : 
The  sun  to  rule  \y  day 

(For  his  -mercy  endureth  for  ever)  : 
The  moon  and  stars  to  rule  l>y  night 
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(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever)  . 

T*<?  him  that  smote  Egypt  in  their  firstborn 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever)  : 
And  brought  out  Israel  from  among  them 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever)  : 
^Vith  a  strong  hand,  and  with  a  stretched-out  arm 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever)  , 
To  him  ^vhich  divided  the  Red  Sea  into  parts 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever)  : 
And  -made  Israel  to  pass  through  the  midst  of  it 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever)  : 
Bitt  overthrew  Pharaoh  and  his  host  in  the  Red  Sea 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever)  . 
To  him  which  led  his  people  through  the  wilderness: 
For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 
To  him  which  smote  great  kings 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever}  : 
And  slew  famous  kings 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever)  : 
Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites 

(For  his  mercy  endiireth  for  ever)  : 
And  Og  the  king  oflBashan 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever)  : 
And  gave  their  land  for  a  heritage 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever)  : 
Even  a  heritage  unto  Israel  his  servant 

(For  his  -mercy  endureth  for  ever)  . 
^/Vho  remembered  us  in  our  low  estate 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  everj  : 
And  hath  redeemed  us  from  our  enemies 

(For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever) , 
"WTi-0  giveth  food  to  all  flesh: 
For  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 
O  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of  heaven: 
For  his  'mercy  endureth  for  ever. 


THE  BOOK  OF  PSALMS 

PSALM  ONE  HUNDRED  THIRTY-SEVEN 

By  the  rivers  ofT$abylon> 
There  we  sat  down,  yea,  we  wept, 
When  we  remembered  Zion. 
We  hanged  our  harps 
Upon  the  willows  in  the  midst  thereof. 

For  there  they  that  carried  us  away  captive  required  of  us  a  song, 
And  they  that  wasted  us  required  of  us  mirth,  saying, 
"Sing  us  one  of  the  songs  ofZion." 
How  shall  we  sing  the  Lord's  song 
In  a  strange  land? 
Iflforgetthee,  O  Jerusalem, 
Let  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning. 
If  I  do  not  remember  thee, 
Let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth; 
If  I  prefer  not  Jerusalem  above  my  chief  joy. 
Remember,  O  Lord,  the  children  ofEdom  in  the  day  of  Jerusalem; 
Who  said,  "R.azc  it,  raze  it,  even  to  the  foundation  thereof/' 
O  daughter  of  Babylon,  who  art  to  he  destroyed; 
Ilappy  shall  he  le  that  rewardeth  thee  as  thou  hast  served  us. 
Happy  shall  he  he  that  taketh  and  dasheth  thy  little  ones  against 
the  stones. 

PSALM  ONE  HUNDRED  THIRTY^NINE 

O  Lord,  thou  hast  searched  me,  and  known  me. 

Thou  knowest  my  downsitting  and  mine  uprising, 

Thou  understandest  my  thought  afar  ojff. 

Thou  compassest  my  path  and  my  lying  down, 

And  art  acquainted  with  all  my  ways. 

For  there  is  not  a  word  in  my  tongue, 

But  lo,  O  Lord,  thou  knowcst  it  altogether. 

Thou  hast  heset  me  behind  and  before, 

And  laid  thine  hand  upon  me. 

Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  me; 
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It  is  high,  I  cannot  attain  unto  it. 

Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  spirit? 

Or  whither  shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence? 

If  I  ascend  up  into  heaven y  thou  art  there; 

If  I  make  my  }?ed  in  hell,  behold,  thou  art  there. 

If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning, 

And  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea, 

Even  there  shall  thy  hand  lead  me, 

And  thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me. 

If  I  say,  "Surely  the  darkness  shall  cover  me, 

Even  the  night  shall  te  light  about  me; 

Yea,  the  darkness  hideth  not  from,  thee, 

But  the  night  shineth  as  the  day: 

The  darkness  and  the  light  arc  looth  alike  to  thee. 

For  thou  hast  possessed  my  reins; 

Thou  hast  covered  me  in  my  mother's  womb. 

I  will  praise  thee;  for  I  am  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made: 

Marvellous  are  thy  tvorks; 

And  that  my  soul  knoweth  right  welL 

My  substance  was  not  hid  from  thee, 

^/hen  I  was  made  in  secret, 

And  curiously  wr ought  in  the  lowest  parts  of  the  earth. 

^Thine  eyes  did  see  my  substance,  yet  being  unperfe£t; 

And  in  thy  look  all  my  members  were  written, 

V/hich  in  continuance  were  fashioned, 

When  as  yet  there  was  none  of  them. 

How  precious  also  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me,  O  God! 

How  great  is  the  sum  of  them! 

PSALM   ONE   HTJNT»REI>   FORTY-FIVE 

I  will  extol  thee,  -my  God,  O  king; 
And  I  vuill  Hess  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever. 
Every  day  will  I  Uess  thec; 
And  I  will  praise  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever. 
Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  he  praised; 
And  his  greatness  is  unsearchable. 
[660] 


THE  BOOK  OF  PSALMS 

One  generation  shall  praise  thy  works  to  another, 

And  shall  declare  thy  mighty  ads. 

I  ivill  speak  of  the  glorious  honour  of  thy  majesty, 

And  of  thy  wondrous  works. 

And  men  shall  speak  of  the  might  of  thy  terrible  ads; 

And  I  will  declare  thy  greatness. 

They  shall  abundantly  utter  the  memory  of  thy  great  goodness, 

And  shall  sing  of  thy  righteousness. 

The  Lord  is  gracious,  and  full  of  compassion; 

Slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  mercy. 

The  Lord  is  good  to  all, 

And  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works. 

All  thy  ivorks  shall  praise  thee,  O  Lord, 

And  thy  saints  shall  Hess  thee. 

They  shall  speak  of  the  glory  of  thy  kingdom, 

And  talk  of  thy  power; 

To  make  knoum  to  the  sons  of  men  his  mighty  a£ts, 

And  the  glorious  majesty  of  his  kingdom. 

Thy  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom, 

And  thy  dominion  endureth  throughout  all  generations. 

The  Lord  upholdeth  all  that  fall, 

And  raiseth  up  all  those  that  fee  howed  down. 

The  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  theey 

And  thou  givest  them  their  meat  in  due  season. 

Thou  openest  thine  hand, 

And  satisfiest  the  desire  of  every  living  thing. 

The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways, 

And  holy  in  all  his  works. 

The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  him, 

To  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth. 

He  will  fulfil  the  desire  of  them  that  fear  him; 

He  also  will  hear  their  cry,  and  will  save  them. 

The  Lord  preserveth  all  them  that  love  him; 

But  all  the  wicked  will  he  destroy. 

My  mouth  shall  speak  the  praise  of  the  Lord; 

And  let  all  flesh  Hess  his  holy  name  for  ever  and  ever. 
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PSA1LM    ONE   HUNDRED  PORTY^SEVEN 

Praise  ye  the  Lord: 

For  it  is  go'od  to  sing  praises  unto  our  God; 

For  it  is  pleasant,  and  praise  is  comely. 

The  Lord  doth  l)uild  up  Jerusalem; 

tie  gather  eth  together  the  outcasts  of  Israel- 

He  healeth  the  broken  in  heart, 

And  bindeth  up  their  wounds. 

He  telleth  the  number  of  the  stars; 

He  calleth  them  all  by  their  names. 

Great  is  our  Lord,  and  of  great  power; 

His  understanding  is  infinite. 

The  Lord  lifteth  up  the  meek : 

He  casteth  the  wicked  down  to  the  ground. 

Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  thanksgiving; 

Sing  praise  upon  the  harp  unto  our  God, 

W^o  covereth  the  heaven  with  clouds, 

WTw  prepareth  rain  for  the  earth, 

Who  maketh  grass  to  grow  upon  the  mountains. 

He  giveth  to  the  l}east  his  food, 

And  to  the  young  ravens  which  cry. 

He  delighteth  not  in  the  strength  of  the  horse; 

He  takcth  not  pleasure  in  the  legs  of  a  man. 

The  Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  them  that  fear  himy 

In  those  that  hope  in  his  mercy. 

Praise  the  Lord,  O  Jerusalem; 

Praise  thy  God,  O  Z>ion. 

For  he  hath  strengthened  the  l>ars  of  thy  gates; 

He  hath  blessed  thy  children  within  thec. 

He  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders, 

And  filleth  thee  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat. 

He  sendeth  forth  his  commandment  upon  earth; 

His  word  runneth  very  swiftly. 

He  giveth  snow  like  wool; 

He  scattereth  the  hoarfrost  like  ashes. 
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He  casteth  forth  his  ice  like  morsels: 

Vtfho  can  stand  before  his  cold? 

He  sendeth  out  liis  word,  and  melteth  them; 

He  causeth  his  unnd  to  blow,  and  the  waters  flow. 

He  showeth  his  word  unto  Jacob, 

His  statutes  and  his  judgments  unto  Israel. 

He  hath  not  dealt  so  with  any  nation, 

And  as  for  his  judgments,  they  have  not  known  them. 

Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

PSALM    ONE    HUNDRED   3FORTY~EIGHT 

Praise  ye  the  ILord. 
Praise  ye  the  Lord  from  the  heavens; 
Praise  him  in  the  heights. 
Praise  ye  him,  all  h,is  angels: 
Praise  ye  him,  all  his  hosts. 
Praise  ye  him,  sun  and  moon: 
Praise  him,  all  ye  stars  of  light. 
Praise  him,  ye  heavens  of  heavens, 
And  ye  waters  that  he  above  the  heavens. 
Let  them  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord: 
For  he  commanded,  and  they  were  created. 
He  hath  also  established  them  for  ever  and  ever; 
He  hath  made  a  decree  which  shall  not  pass. 
Praise  the  Lord  from  the  earth, 
Ye  dragons,  and  all  deeps, 
Fire  and  hail,  snow  and  vapours, 
Stormy  wind  fulfilling  his  word, 
Mountains  and  all  hills, 
Fruitful  trees  and  all  cedars, 
'Beasts  and  all  cattle, 
Creeping  things  and  flying  fowl, 
Kings  of  the  earth  and  all  people, 
Princes  and  all  judges  of  the  earth:- 
Both  young  men  and  maidens, 
Old  men  and  children, 
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Let  them  praise  ike  name  of  the  Lord; 

For  Us  name  alone  is  excellent; 

His  glory  is  above  the  earth  and  heaven. 

He  also  cxaltcth  the  horn  of  his  people* 

The  praise  of  all  his  saints; 

Even  of  the  children  oflsrael3  a  people  near  unto  him. 

Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

PSALM   ONE   HUNDRED    FORTY-NINE 

Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  neiv  song, 

And  his  praise  in  the  congregation  of  saints. 

Let  Israel  rejoice  in  him  that  made  him: 

Let  the  children  ofZion  he  joyful  in  their  King. 

Let  them  praise  his  name  in  the  dance: 

Let  them  sing  praises  unto  him  with  the  timbrel  and  harp. 

For  the  Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  his  people: 

He  ivill  beautify  the  meek  ivith  salvation. 

Let  the  saints  be  joyful  in  glory: 

Let  them  sing  aloud  upon  their  beds. 

Let  the  high  praises  of  God  be  in  their  mouth, 

And  a  two-edged  sword  in  their  hand; 

To  execute  vengeance  upon  the  heathen. 

And  punishments  upon  the  people; 

To  kind  their  Icings  with  chains, 

And  their  nololes  with  fetters  of  iron; 

To  execute  upon  them  the  judgment  written: 

This  honour  have  all  his  saints. 

Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

PSAUM   ONE   HUNDRED    FIFTY 

Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

Praise  God  in  his  sanctuary: 

Praise  him  in  the  firmament  of  his  power. 

Praise  him  for  his  mighty  a£ls: 

Praise  him  according  to  his  excellent  greatness. 
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Praise  him  -with  the  sound  of  the  trumpet: 

Praise  him  ivith  the  psaltery  and  harp. 

Praise  him  ivith  the  timbrel  and  dance: 

Praise  him  with  stringed  instruments  and  organs. 

Praise  him  upon  the  loud  cymbals: 

Praise  him  upon  the  high-sounding  cymbals. 

Let  every  thing  that  hath  breath  praise  the  Lord. 

Praise  ye  the  L,ord. 
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AN  ANTHOLOGY  OF  GNOMIC  POETRY 

PROVERBS — prudential  social  maxims — an  indigenous  in  every  peo~ 
pie.  Among  the  Jews  the  writing  of  them  lecame  a  conscious  art  pursued 
extensively  in  the  post-Exilic  period.  Many  collections  were  made,  ike 
earliest  lased  direCtly  upon  an  Egyptian  work,  "The  Wisdom  of  Amen- 
enope";  the  final  collection  of  collections  was  put  together  alout  300  B.  C. 

Just  as  it  was  customary  to  ascribe  most  of  the  Psalms,  in  the  ab- 
sence-of  other  know*  authors,  to  the  poetical  King  David,  so  King  Solo- 
mon received  the  credit  for  most  of  the  Proverbs  on  the  strength  of  his 
reputation  for  wisdom. 

But  the  term  "Wisdom"  came  in  the  later  period  to  include  much 
more  than  mere  knowledge  of  the  world  and  the  laws  of  conduct.  Since 
the  strudure  of  the  world  and  the  laws  of  condud  alike  revealed  the 
ways  of  God,  the  u/isdom  of  the  Sages  resemHed,  in  its  humbler  degree, 
the  Divine  Wisdom  itself;  hence  the  term  wa$  frequently  used  as  synony- 
mous with  the  Divine  Plan  according  to  which  all  things  were  created, 
and  in  this  sense  was  similar  to  "The  Word"  in  the  first  chapter  of  the 
Gospel  according  to  John. 

"Wisdom  Literature'  was  the  Jewsh  equivalent  of  Greek  philos- 
ophy in  so  far  as  the  latter  had  a  religious  cast,  I?ut  it  always  kept  closer 
to  its  popular  origin  and  always  emphasized  practice  alove  theory.  Simi- 
larly, it  was,  of  course,  devoid  of  the  scientific  spirit  so  prominent  in 
Greek  philosophy. 
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To  know  wisdom  and  instruction; 

To  discern  the  words  of  understanding; 

To  receive  instruction  in  wise  dealing, 

In  righteousness  and  judgment  and  equity; 

To  give  sultilty  to  the  simple, 

To  the  young  man  knowledge  and  discretion; 

That  the  wise  man  may  hear,  and  increase  in  learning; 

And  that  the  man  of  understanding  may  attain  unto  sound  counsels: 

To  understand  a  proverb,  and  a  figure; 

The  words  of  the  wise,  and  their  dark  sayings. 

The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  leginning  of  knowledge: 
But  the  foolish  despise  wisdom  and  instruction. 

"Hear,  My  Sons,  the  Instruction  of  a  Fajher" 

Hear,  my  sons,  the  instrudion  of  a  father, 

And  to  attend  to  know  understanding: 

For  I  give  you  good  do&rine; 

Forsake  ye  not  my  law. 

For  I  was  a  son  unto  my  father, 

Tender  and  only  leloved  in  the  sight  of  my  mother. 

And  he  taught  me,  and  said  unto  me, 

"Let  thine  heart  retain  my  words; 
Keep  my  commandments,  and  live: 
Get  wisdom,  get  understanding; 

Forget  it  not,  neither  decline  from  the  words  of  my  mouth: 
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Forsake  her  not,  and  she  shall  preserve  thee; 

Love  her,  and  she  shall  keep  thee. 

AVisdom  is  the  principal  thing;  therefore  get  wisdom: 

Yea,  with  all  thou  hast  gotten  get  understanding. 

Exalt  her,  and  she  shall  promote  thee: 

She  shall  luring  thee  to  honour,  when  thou  dost  embrace  her. 

She  shall  give  to  thine  head  a  chaplet  of  grace: 

A  crown  of  Beauty  shall  she  deliver  to  thee." 

"The  Lips  of  a  Strange  Woman  Drop  Honey" 

The  lips  of  a  strange  woman  drop  honey, 

And  her  mouth  is  smoother  than  oil: 

But  her  latter  end  is  hitter  as  wormwood, 

Sharp  as  a  two-edged  sword. 

tier  feet  go  down  to  death; 

Her  steps  take  hold  on  Sheol; 

So  that  shefindeth  not  the  level  path  of  life: 

tier  ways  are  unstable  and  she  hnoweth  it  not. 

J^lpw  therefore,  my  sons,  hearken  unto  me, 

And  depart  not  from  the  words  of  my  mouth. 

Remove  thy  way  far  from  her, 

And  come  not  nigh  the  door  of  her  house: 

Lest  thou  give  thine  honour  unto  others, 

And  thy  years  unto  the  cruel: 

Le3t  strangers  Refilled  with  thy  strength; 

And  thy  labours  he  in  the  house  of  an  alien; 

And  thou  mourn  at  thy  latter  end, 

"When  thy  flesh  and  thy  hody  are  consumed. 

And  say,  "How  have  I  hated  instruction, 

And  my  heart  despised  reproof; 

J^leither  have  I  obeyed  the  voice  of  my  teachers, 

l^ior  inclined  mine  ear  to  them  that  instructed  me! 

I  was  well  nigh  in  all  evil 

In  the  midst  of  the  congregation  and  assembly." 

Drink  waters  out  of  thine  own  cistern, 
And  running  waters  out  of  thine  own  well. 
[663] 


THE  BOOK  OF  PROVERBS 

Should  thy  springs  Be  dispersed  abroad, 

And  rivers  of  water  in  the  streets? 

Let  them  Be  for  thyself  alone, 

And  not  for  strangers  ivith  thee. 

Let  thy  fountain  Be  Blessed; 

And  rejoice  in  the  wife  of  thy  youth. 

As  a  loving  hind  and  a  pleasant  doe, 

Let  her  Breasts  satisfy  thee  at  all  times; 

And  Be  thou  ravished  always  with  her  love. 

For  why  shouldest  thou,  my  son,  le  ravished  with  a  strange  woman, 

And  embrace  the  bosom  of  a  stranger? 

"Go  to  the  Ant,  Thou  Sluggard"  - 

Go  to  the  ant,  thou  sluggard; 
Consider  her  ways,  and  le  wise: 
Which  having  no  chief, 
Overseer,  or. ruler, 
Provideth  her  meat  in  the  summer, 
And  gather eth  her  food  in  the  harvest. 

How  long  wilt  thou  sleep,  O  sluggard? 
When  wilt  thou  arise  out  of  thy  sleep? 
Yet  a  little  sleep,  a  little  slumber, 
A  little  folding  of  the  hands  to  sleep: 
So  shall  thy  poverty  come  as  a  robber, 
And  thy  want  as  an  armed  man. 

"Then  Be  Si*  Things  Which  the  Lord  Hatetk" 

There  le  six  things  which  the  Lord  hateth; 
Yea,  seven  which  are  an  abomination  unto  him: 
Haughty  eyes,  a  lying  tongue, 
And  hands  that  shed  innocent  blood; 
A  heart  that  deviseth  wicked  imaginations, 
Feet  that  Be  swift  in  running  to  mischief ; 
A  false  witness  that  utter  eth  lies } 
And  he  that  soweth  discord  among  brethren. 
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"My  Son,  Keep  the  Common  dment  of  Thy  Father1 

My  son,  keep  the  commandment  of  thy  father, 
And  forsake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother: 
Bind  them  continually  upon  thine  heart, 
Tie  them  about  thy  neck. 

When  thou  walkest,  it  shall  lead  thee; 
When  thou  steepest,  it  shall  watch  over  thee; 
And  when  thou  awakest,  it  shall  talk  with  thee. 

For  the  commandment  is  a  lamp; 

And  the  law  is  light; 

And  reproofs  of  instruction  arc  the  way  of  life: 

To  keep  thee  from  the  evil  womant 
From  the  flattery  of  the  stranger's  tongue. 
Lust  not  after  her  beauty  in  thine  heart; 
Neither  let  her  take  thee  with  her  eyelids.- 

For  on  account  of  a  whorish  woman  a  man  is  Brought  to  a  piece  oflread: 
And  the  adulteress  hunteth  for  the  precious  life. 


Can  a  man  take  fire  in 
And  his  clothes  not  fee  burned? 
Or  can  one  walk  upon  hot  coals, 
And  his  feet  not  lot  scorched? 

So  he  that  goeth  in  to  his  neighbour's  wife; 
Whosoever  toucheth  her  shall  not  J?e  unpunished. 

Men  do  not  despise  a  thief,  if  he  steal 
To  satisfy  his  soul  when  he  is  hungry: 
But  if  he  le  found,  he  shall  restore  sevenfold; 
He  shall  give  all  the  substance  of  his  house. 

He  that  committeth  adultery  with  a  woman  is  void  of  understanding: 
He  doeth  it  that  would  destroy  his  own  soul. 
Wounds  and  dishonour  shall  he  get; 
And  his  reproach  shall  not  te  wiped  away, 
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For  jealousy  is  ike  rage  of  a  man; 

And  he  will  not  spare  in  the  day  of  vengeance. 

He  will  not  regard  any  ransom; 

will  he  rest  content,  though  thou  givest  many  gifts. 


"At  the  Window  of  My  House' 

At  the  window  of  my  house 

I  looked  forth  through  my  lattice; 

And  I  beheld  among  the  simple  ones, 

I  discerned  among  the  youths, 

A  young  man  void  of  understanding, 

Passing  through  the  street  near  her  corner, 

And  he  went  the  way  to  her  house; 

In  the  twilight,  in  the  evening  of  the  day, 

In  the  Slackness  of  night  and  the  darkness. 

And,  }>eholdy  there  met  him  a  woman 

Witk  the  attire  of  a  harlot,  and  wily  of  heart. 

She  is  clamorous  and  wilful; 

Her  feet  abide  not  in  her  house: 

J^iow  she  is  in  the  streets,  now  in  the  Inroad  places, 

And  lieth  in  wait  at  every  corner. 

So  she  caught  him,  and  kissed  him, 

And  with  an  impudent  face  she  said  unto  him: 

"Sacrifices  of  peace  offerings  are  with  me; 
This  day  have  I  paid  my  vows. 
Therefore  came  I  forth  to  meet  thee, 
Diligently  to  seek  thy  face,  and  I  have  found  thec. 
I  have  spread  my  couch  with  carpets  of  tapestry, 
With  striped  cloths  of  the  yarn  of  Egypt. 
I  have  perfumed  my  hed 
"With  myrrh,  aloes,  and  cinnamon. 
Come,  let  us  take  our  fill  of  love  until  the  morning; 
Let  us  solact  ourselves  with  loves. 
For  the  goodman  is  not  at  home, 
He  is  gone  a  long  journey: 
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He  hath  taken  a  lag  of  money  with  him; 
He  will  come  home  at  the  full  moon." 

WitTt  her  much  fair  speech  she  causeth  him  to  yield, 

With  the  flattering  of  her  lips  sheforceth  him  away. 

He  goeth  after  her  straightway, 

As  an  ox  goeth  to  the  slaughter, 

Or  as  fetters  to  the  correction  of  the  fool; 

Till  an  arrow  strike  through  his  liver; 

As  a  kird  hasteth  to  the  snare  r 

And  knoweth  not  that  it  is  for  his  life. 


therefore,  my  sons,  hearken  unto  we> 
And  attend  to  the  words  of  my  mouth. 
Let  not  thine  heart  decline  to  her  ways, 
Go  not  astray  in  her  paths. 
For  she  hath  cast  down  many  wounded: 
Yea,  all  her  slain  are  a  mighty  host. 
Her  house  is  the  way  to  Sheol, 
Going  down  to  the  chambers  of  death. 

"Doth  Not  Wisdom  Cry9" 

IDoth  not  wisdom  cry3 

And  understanding  put  forth  her  voice? 

In  the  top  of  high  places  by  the  way, 

Where  the  paths  meet,  she  standeth; 

Beside  the  gates,  at  the  entry  of  the  city, 

At  the  coming  in  at  the  doorsy  she  crieth  aloud: 

"Unto  you,  O  men,  I  call; 
And  my  voice  is  to  the  sons  of  men. 
O  ye  simple,  understand  subtilty; 
Andy  ye  /ools,  fee  ye  of  an  understanding  heart* 
Hear,  for  I  urill  speak  excellent  things; 
And  the  opening  of  my  lips  shall  be  right  things. 
For  my  mouth  shall  utter  truth; 
And  wickedness  is  an  abomination  to  my  lips* 
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All  the  words  of  my  mouth  are  in  righteousness; 

There  is  nothing  crooked  or  perverse  in  them.     ' 

They  are  all  plain  to  him  that  understandeth> 

And  right  to  them  that  find  knowledge. 

Receive  my  instruction,  and  not  silver; 

And  knowledge  rather  than  choice  gold. 

For  wisdom  is  letter  than  rubies; 

And  all  the  things  that  may  be  desired  are  not  to  be  compared  unto  her. 

I  wisdom  have  made  subtilty  my  dwelling, 

And  find  out  knowledge  and  discretion. 

(Thefear  of  the  Lord  is  to  hate  evil: 

Pride,  and  arrogancy,  and  the  evil  way, 

And  thcfroward  mouth,  do  I  hate. 

Counsel  is  mine,  and  sound  knowledge: 

I  am  understanding;  I  have  might. 

By  me  kings  reign, 

And  princes  decree  justice. 

By  me  princes  rule, 

And  nobles,  even  all  the  judges  of  the  earth. 

I  love  them  that  love  me; 

And  those  that  seek  me  diligently  shall  find  me. 

Riches  and  honour  are  with  me; 

Yea,  durable  riches  and  righteottsness. 

My  fruit  is  better  than  gold,  yea,  than  fine  gold; 

And  my  revenue  than  choice  silver. 

I  walk  in  the  way  of  righteousness, 

In  the  midst  of  the  paths  of  judgment: 

That  I  may  cause  those  that  love  me  to  inherit  substance, 

And  that  I  may  fill  their  treasuries. 

The  Lord  possessed  me  in  the  beginning  of  his  way, 

Before  his  works  of  old. 

I  was  set  up  from  everlasting,  from  the  beginning, 

Or  ever  the  earth  u>as. 

When  there  were  no  depths,  I  IMS  brought  forth; 

When  there  were  no  fountains  abounding  with  water. 
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Before  the  -mountains  were  settled, 

Before  the  hills  was  I  brought  forth: 

While  as  yet  he  had  not  made  the  earth,  nor  the  fields, 

jN|jor  the  beginning  of  the  dust  of  the  world. 

When  he  established  the  heavens,  I  was  there: 

When  he  set  a  circle  upon  the  face  of  the  deep: 

When  he  made  firm  the  skies  above: 

When  the  fountains  of  the  deep  became  strong: 

When  he  gave  to  the  sea  its  bound, 

That  the  waters  should  not  transgress  his  commandment: 

When  he  marked  out  the  foundations  of  the  earth: 

Then  I  was  by  him,  as  a  master  workman: 

And  1  was  daily  his  delight, 

Rejoicing  always  before  him; 

Rejoicing  in  his  habitable  earth; 

And  my  delight  was  with  the  sons  of  men. 

Ts[ptu  therefore,  my  sons,  hearken  unto  me: 

For  blessed  are  they  that  keep  my  ways. 

Hear  instruction,  and  be  wise, 

And  refuse  it  not. 

Blessed  is  the  man  that  heareth  me, 

Watching  daily  at  my  gates, 

Waiting  at  the  posts  ofyny  doors. 

For  whoso  findeth  me  findeth  life, 

And  shall  obtain  favour  of  the  Lord. 

But  he  that  sinneth  against  me  wrongeth  his  own  soul: 

All  they  that  hate  me  love  death." 

"Wisdom  Hath  Buildcd  Her  House' 

Wisdom  hath  builded  her  house, 

She  hath  hewn  out  her  seven  pillars: 

She  hath  hilled  her  beasts;  she  hath  mingled  her  wine; 

She  hath  also  furnished  her  table. 

She  hath  sent  forth  her  maidens,  she  crieth 

Upon  the  highest  places  of  the  city, 
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"Whoso  is  simple,  let  him  turn  in  hither": 

As  for  him  that  is  void  of  understanding,  she  saith  to  him, 

"Come,  eat  ye  of  my  Bread, 

And  drink  of  the  wine  which  I  have  mingled. 

Leave  off,  ye  simple  ones,  and  live; 

And  walk  in  the  way  of  understanding." 

"He  That  Corredeth  a  Scorner" 

He  that  corredeth  a  scorner  getteth  to  himself  shame: 

And  he  that  reproveth  a  wicked  man  getteth  himself  a  Hot. 

Reprove  not  a  scorner,  lest  he  hate  thee: 

Reprove  a  wise  man,  and  he  will  love  thee. 

Give  instruction  to  a  wise  man,  and  he  will  Be  yet  wiser: 

Teach  a  righteous  man,  and  he  will  increase  in  learning. 

"The  Fear  of  the,  Lord  Is  the  Beginning  of  Wis dom" 

'The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  Beginning  of  wisdom: 
And  the  knowledge  of  the  Holy  One  is  understanding. 
For  }>y  me  thy  days  shall  loe  multiplied, 
And  the  years  of  thy  life  shall  Be  increased. 
Ifthou  art  wise,  thou  art  wise  for  thyself: 
And  if  thou  scornest,  thou  alone  shalt  hear  it. 

"The  Foolish  Woman  Is  Clamor ous" 

The  foolish  woman  is  clamorous; 

She  is  simple,  and  knoweth  nothing. 

And  she  sitteth  at  the  door  of  her  house, 

On  a  seat  in  the  high  places  of  the  city, 

To  call  to  them  that  pass  By, 

Who  go  right  on  their  ways, 

Whoso  is  simple,  let  him  turn  in  hither: 

And  as  for  him  that  is  void  of  understanding,  she  saith  to  him, 

"Stolen  waters  are  sweet. 

And  Bread  eaten  in  secret  is  pleasant/* 

But  he  knoweth  not  that  the  dead  are  there; 

That  her  guests  are  in  the  depths  o/Sheol. 
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The  Proverbs  of  Solomon 

A  wise  son  makcth  a  glad  father: 

But  a  foolish  son  is  the  "heaviness  of  his  mother. 

Treasures  of  wickedness  profit  nothing: 
But  righteousness  deliver  eth  from  death. 

He  becometh  poor  that  dealeth  with  a  slack  hand: 
But  the  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh  rich. 

He  that  gathereth  in  summer  is  a  wise  son: 

But  he  that  sleepeth  in  harvest  is  a  son  that  causeth  shame. 

The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed: 
But  the  name  of  the  wicked  shall  rot. 

The  wise  in  heart  will  receive  commandments: 
But  a  prating  fool  shall  fall. 

He  that  walk  eth  uprightly  walk  eth  surely: 
But  he  that  perverteth  his  ways  shall  l>e  known. 

He  that  wink  eth  with  the  eye  causeth  sorrow: 
But  a  prating  fool  shall  fall. 

Hatred  stirreth  up  strifes: 

But  love  covereth  all  transgressions. 

The  rich  man's  wealth  is  his  strong  city: 
The  destruction  of  the  poor  is  their  poverty. 

The  labour  of  the  righteous  tendeth  to  life; 
The  increase  of  the  wicked  to  sin. 

He  is  in  the  way  of  life  that  heedeth  correction; 
But  he  that  forsaketh  reproof  erreth. 

He  tkat  hideth  hatred  is  of  lying  lips; 
And  he  that  utter  eth  a  slander  is  a  fool. 

In  the  multitude  of  words  there  wanteth  not  transgression: 
But  he  that  refraineth  his  lips  do  eth  wisely. 
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€The  tongue  of  the  righteous  is  as  choice  silver: 
The  heart  of  the  wicked  is  little  worth. 

The  lips  of  the  righteous  feed  many: 

But  the  foolish  die  for  lack  of  understanding. 

It  is  as  sport  to  a  fool  to  do  wickedness: 
And  so  is  wisdom  to  a  man  of  understanding. 

The  fear  of  the  ivickcd,  it  shall  come  upon  him: 
And  the  desire  of  the  righteous  shall  be  granted. 

When  the  whirlwind  passeth,  the  wicked  is  no  more: 
But  the  righteous  is  an  everlasting  foundation. 

As  vinegar  to  the  teeth,  and  as  smoke  to  the  eyes, 
So  is  the  sluggard  to  them  that  send  him. 

The  fear  of  the  JLord  prolongeth  days: 

But  the  years  of  the  -wicked  shall  l>e  shortened. 

A  false  balance  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord 
But  a  just  weight  is  his  delight. 

Wlten  pride  comcth,  then  cometh  shame: 
But  with  the  lowly  is  tuisdom. 

He  that  goeth  about  as  a  talebearer  revealeth  secrets: 
But  he  that  is  of  a  faithful  spirit  concealeth  the  matter. 

^Vhere  no  wise  guidance  is,  the  people  falleth: 
But  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  safety. 

As  a  jewel  of  gold  in  a  swine's  snout, 

So  is  a  fair  woman  which  is  without  discretion. 

The  liberal  soul  shall  l>e  made  fat: 

And  he  that  water eth  shall  he  watered  also  himself. 

He  that  withholdeth  corn,  the  people  shall  curse  him: 
But  blessing  shall  fee  upon  the  head  of  him  that  selleth  it. 

He  that  trusteth  in  his  riches  shall  fall: 

But  the  righteous  shall  flourish  as  the  green  leaf. 
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He  that  troubleth  his  own  house  shall  inherit  ike  wind: 
And  the  foolish  shall  le  servant  to  the  wise  of  heart. 

The  fruit  of  the  righteous  is  a  tree  of  life; 
And  he  that  is  wise  winneth  souls. 

BehoU,,  the  righteous  shall  fee  recompensed  in  the  earth: 
H.OW  much  more  the  wicked  and  the  sinner! 

Whoso  loveth  correction  loveth  knowledge: 
But  he  that  hateth  reproof  is  Irutish. 

A  virtuous  woman  is  a  crown  to  her  husband: 

But  she  that  waketh  ashamed  is  as  rottenness  in  his  hones. 

Better  is  he  that  is  lightly  esteemed,  and  hath  a  servant, 
Than  he  that  honoureth  himself,  and  lacketh  bread. 

A  righteous  man  regardeth  the  life  of  his  I?  east; 
But  the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cruel. 

He  that  tilleth  his  land  shall  have  plenty  oflread: 

But  he  that  followeth  after  vain  persons  is  void  of  understanding. 

The  way  of  the  foolish  is  right  in  his  own  eyes: 
But  he  that  is  wise  hearlceneth  unto  counsel. 

A  fool's  vexation  is  presently  known: 
But  a  prudent  man  concealeth  shame. 

He  that  uttereth  truth  shotueth  forth  righteousness, 
But  a  false  witness  deceit. 

There  is  that  spealzeth  rashly  like  the  piercings  of  a  sword: 
But  the  tongue  of  the  wise  is  health. 

The  lip  of  truth  shall  loe  established  for  ever: 
But  a  lying  tongue  is  lutfor  a  moment. 

Deceit  is  in  the  heart  of  them  that  devise  evil: 
But  to  the  counsellors  of  peace  is  joy. 

Lying  lips  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord: 
But  they  that  deal  truly  are  his  delight. 
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A  prudent  'man  concealeth  knowledge: 

But  the  heart  of  fools  proclaimeth  foolishness. 

The  hand  of  the  diligent  shall  bear  nile: 
But  the  slothful  shall  be  -put  under  taskwork. 

The  soul  of  the  sluggard  desireth,  and  hath  nothing: 
But  the  soul  of  the  diligent  shall  be  made  fat. 

There  is  that-maketh  himself  rich,  yet  hath  nothing: 
There  is  that  maketh  himself  poor ,  yet  hath  great  wealth. 

The  ransom  of  a  man's  life  is  his  riches: 
But  the  poor  heareth  no  threatening. 

By  pride  cometh  only  contention: 
But  with  the  well-advised  is  wisdom-. 

Vtfealth  gotten  by  vanity  shall  be  diminished: 
But  he  that  gather  eth  by  labour  shall  have  increase. 

Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  sick: 

But  when  the  desire  cometh,  it  is  a  tree  of  life. 

A  wicked  messenger  falleth  into  evil: 
But  a  faithful  ambassador  is  health. 

Poverty  and  shame  shall  be  to  him  that  refuseth  correction: 
But  he  that  regardeth  reproof  shall  be  honoured. 

The  desire  accomplished  is  sweet  to  the  soul: 

But  it  is  an  abomination  to  fools  to  depart  from  evil. 

A  good  man  leaveth  an  inheritance  to  his  children  s  children; 
And  the  wealth  of  the  sinner  is  laid  up  for  the  righteous. 

Much  food  is  in  the  tillage  of  the  poor: 

But  there  is  that  is  destroyed  by  reason  of  injustice. 

He  that  spareth  his  rod  hateth  his  son: 

But  he  that  loveth  him  chasteneth  him  betimes. 

The  righteous  eateth  to  the  satisfying  of  his  soul: 
But  the  belly  of  the  wicked  shall  want. 
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Every  wise  woman  Ituildcth  her  house: 

But  the  foolish  plucketh  it  down  with  her  own  hands. 

*Whcre  no  oxen  are,  the  crib  is  clean: 

But  much  increase  is  hy  the  strength  of  the  ox. 

The  heart  knoweth  its  own  bitterness; 

And  a  stranger  doth  not  intermeddle  with  its  joy. 

There  is  a  way  which  seemeth  right  unto  a  man, 
But  the  end  thereof  arc  the  ways  of  death. 

Even  in  laughter  the  heart  is  sorroivful; 
And  the  end  of  mirth  is  heaviness. 

The  backslider  in  heart  shall  Refilled  with  his  own  ways: 
And  a  good  man  shall  he  satisfied  from  himself. 

The  simple  helieveth  every  word: 

But  the  prudent  man  lookcth  well  to  his  going. 

The  poor  is  hated  even  of  his  own  neighbour: 
But  the  rich  hath  many  friends. 

tie  that  despiscth  his  neighbour  sinneth: 
But  he  that  hath  pity  on  the  poor,  happy  is  he. 

In  the  multitude  of  people  is  the  king's  glory: 

But  in  the  want  of  people  is  the  destruction  of  the  prince. 

He  that  is  slow  to  anger  is  of  great  understanding: 
But  he  that  is  hasty  of  spirit  exalt  cth  folly. 

A  sound  heart  is  the  life  of  the  flesh: 
But  envy  is  the  rottenness  of  the  hones. 

He  that  oppressed  -the  poor  reproacheth  his  Maker: 
But  he  that  hath  mercy  on  the  needy  honour eth  him. 

A  soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath: 
But  a  grievous  word  stirreth  up  anger. 

In  the  house  of  the  righteous  is  -much  treasure: 
But  in  the  revenues  of  the  wicked  is  trouble. 
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A  -merry  heart  maketh  a  cheerful  countenance: 
But  by  sorrow  of  heart  the  spirit  is  broken. 

All  the  days  of  the  afflifted  are  evil: 

But  he  that  is  of  a  cheerful  heart  hath  a  continual  feast. 

Better  is  little  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
Than  great  treasure  and  trouble  therewith. 

Better  is  a  dinner  of  herbs  where  love  is, 
Than  a  stalled  ox  and  hatred  therewith. 

A  wise  son  maketh  a  glad  father: 

But  a  foolish  man  despiseth  his  mother. 

A  man  hath  joy  in  the  answer  of  his  mouth: 
And  a  word  in  due  season,  how  good  is  it! 

To  the  wise  the  way  of  life  goeth  upward, 
That  he  may  depart  from  Sheol  beneath. 

tie  that  is  greedy  of  gain  troubleth  his  own  house: 
But  he  that  hateth  gifts  shall  live. 

A.  just  balance  and  scales  are  the  Lord's: 
All  the  weights  of  the  bag  are  his  work. 

It  is  an  abomination  to  kings  to  commit  wickedness: 
For  the  throne  is  established  by  righteousness. 

Righteous  lips  are  the  delight ^  of  kings; 
And  they  love  him  that  speaketh  right. 

The  wrath  of  a  king  is  as  messengers  of  death: 
But  a  wise  man  will  pacify  it. 

In  the  light  of  the  king's  countenance  is  life; 
And  his  favour  is  as  a  cloud  of  the  latter  rain. 

Trlow  much  better  is  it  to  get  wisdom  than  gold! 

Yea,  to  get  understanding  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  silver. 

The  high  way  of  the  upright  is  to  depart  from  evil: 
He  that  keepeth  his  way  preserveth  his  soul. 
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Pride  goeth  before  destruction, 
And  a  haughty  spirit  before  a  fall. 

Pleasant  words  are  as  a  honeycomb, 
Sweet  to  the  soul,  and  health  to  the  tones. 

The  hoary  head  is  a  crown  of  glory. 

It  shall  be  found  in  the  way  of  righteousness. 

He  that  is  slow  to  anger  is  better  than  the  mighty; 
And  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit  than  he  that  taketh  a  city. 

*The  lot  is  cast  into  the  lap; 

But  the  whole  disposing  thereof  is  of  the  Lord. 

Better  is  a  dry  morsel  and  quietness  therewith, 
Than  a  house  full  of  feasting  with  strife. 

A  servant  that  dealeth  wisely  shall  have  rule  over  a  son  that 

causeth  shame, 
And  shall  have  part  in  the  inheritance  among  the  brethren. 

The  fining  pot  is  for  silver,  and  the  furnace  for  gold: 
But  the  Lord  trieth  the  hearts. 

An  evildoer  giveth  heed  to  wicked  lips; 

And  a  liar  giveth  ear  to  a  mischievous  tongue. 


mocketh  the  poor  reproacheth  his  Maker; 
And  he  that  is  glad  at  calamity  shall  not  be  unpunished. 

Children's  children  are  the  crown  of  old  men; 
And  the  glory  of  children  are  their  fathers. 

Excellent  speech  becometh  not  a  fool: 
Muck  less  do  lying  lips  a  prince. 

A  rebuke  enter  eth  deeper  into  one  that  hath  understanding 
Than  a  hundred  stripes  into  a  fool. 

Let  a  bear  robbed  of  her  whelps  meet  a  man, 
Rather  than  a  fool  in  his  folly. 
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Whoso  rewardeth  evil  for  good, 
Evil  shall  not  depart  from  his  house. 

The  beginning  of  strife  is  as  when  one  letteth  out  water: 
Therefore  leave  ojf  contention,  fee/ore  there  he  quarrelling. 

He  that  justifieth  the  wicked,  and  he  that  condemneth  the  right- 
eous, 
Both  of  them  alike  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord. 

Wherefore  is  there  a  price  in  the  hand  of  a  fool  to  huy  wisdom, 
Seeing  he  hath  no  understanding? 

A  friend  loveth  at  all  times, 

And  a  hrother  is  horn  for  adversity. 

A  man  void  of  understanding  striketh  hands, 

And  hecometh  surety  in  the  presence  of  his  neighbour. 

He  that  hegetteth  a  fool  doeth  it  to  his  sorrow: 
And  the  father  of  a  fool  hath  no  joy. 

A  merry  heart  is  a  good  medicine: 
But  a  fcroleen  spirit  drieth  up  the  hones. 

Wisdom  is  before  the  face  of  him  that  hath  understanding: 
But  the  eyes  of  a  fool  are  in  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

A  foolish  son  is  a  grief  to  his  father, 
And  hitterness  to  her  that  hore  him. 

He  that  spareth  his  words  hath  knowledge: 

And  he  that  is  of  a  cool  spirit  is  a  man  of  understanding. 

Even  a  fool,  when  he  holdeth  his  peace,  is  counted  wise: 
When  he  shutteth  his  lips,  he  is  esteemed  as  prudent. 

The  words  of  a  mans  mouth  are  as  deep  waters; 
The  wellspring  of  wisdom  is  as  a  flowing  Brook. 

AfooVs  lips  enter  into  contention, 
And  his  mouth  calleth  for  stripes. 
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A  fool's  mouth  is  his  destruction, 
And  his  lips  are  the  snare  of  his  soul. 

The  words  of  a  whisperer  are  as  dainty  morsels, 

And  they  go  down  into  the  innermost  parts  of  the  telly. 

He  also  that  is  slack  in  his  work 
Is  brother  to  him  that  is  a  destroyer. 

The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  tower: 
The  righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  is  safe. 

The  rich  man's  wealth  is  his  strong  city, 
And  as  a  high  wall  in  his  own  imagination. 

Before  destruction  the  heart  of  man  is  haughty, 
And  before  honour  goeth  humility. 

He  that  giveth  answer  before  he  hcareth, 
It  is  folly  and  shame  unto  him. 

A  brother  offended  is  harder  to  Toe  won  than  a  strong  city: 
And  such  contentions  are  like  the  bars  of  a  castle. 

Death  and  life  are  in  the  power  of  the  tongue; 
And  they  that  love  it  shall  eat  the  fruit  thereof. 

Vtfhoso  findeth  a  wife  findeth  a  good  thing, 
And  obtaineth  favour  of  the  L,ord. 

The  poor  useth  entreaties: 
But  the  rich  answereth  roughly. 

He  that  maketh  many  friends  doeth  it  to  his  own  destruction; 
But  there  is  a  friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother. 

Better  is  the  poor  that  walketh  in  his  integrity 
Than  he  that  is  perverse  in  his  lips  and  is  a  fool. 

Also,  that  the  soul  be  without  knowledge  is  not  good; 
And  he  that  hasteth  with  his  feet  sinneth. 

Wealth  addeth  many  friends: 

But  the  poor  is  separated  from  his  friend. 
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Js/Lany  ivill  intreat  the  favour  of  the  liberal  man: 
And  every  man  is  a  friend  to  him  that  giveth  gifts. 

All  the  brethren  of  the  poor  do  hate  him: 

tiow  much  more  do  his  friends  go  far  from  him! 

Delicate  living  is  not  seemly  for  a  fool; 

Muck  less  for  a  servant  to  have  rule  over  princes. 

House  and  riches  are  an  inheritance  from  fathers: 
But  a  prudent  wife  is  from  the  Lord. 

Divers  weights,  and  divers  measures. 

Both  of  them  alike  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord. 

Even  a  child  makcth  himself  known  by  his  doings, 
^/hether  his  work  he  pure,  and  whether  it  be  right. 

The  hearing  ear,  and  the  seeing  eye, 
The  Lord  hath  made  even  both  of  them. 

Love  not  sleep,  lest  thou  come  to  poverty; 

Open  thine  eyes,  and  thou  shalt  be  satisfied  with  Tor  cad. 

"It  15  naught,  it  is  naught,"   saith  the  buyer: 
But  when  he  is  gone  his  way,  then  he  boasteth* 

There  is  gold,  and  abundance  of  rubies: 

But  the  lips  of  knowledge  are  a  precious  jewel. 

The  horse  is  prepared  against  the  day  of  battle: 
But  victory  is  of  the  Lord. 

A  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great  riches, 
And  loving  favour  rather  than  silver  and  gold. 

The  rich  and  the  poor  meet  together: 
The  Lord  is  the  maker  of  them  all. 

Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go, 

And  even  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it. 

The  mouth  of  strange  women  is  a  deep  pit: 
He  that  is  abhorred  of  the  Lord  shall  fall  therein. 
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Foolishness  is  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  a  child; 
But  the  rod  of  corredion  shall  drive  it  far  from  him. 

He  that  oppresseth  the  poor  to  increase,  his  gain, 
And  he  that  giveth  to  the  rich,  cometh  only  to  want. 

Remove  not  the  ancient  landmark, 
Which  thy  fathers  have  set. 

Seest  thou  a  man  diligent  in  his  business?  he  shall  stand  before 

kings; 
He  shall  not  stand  before  mean  men. 

Withhold  not  correction  from  the  child: 

For  if  thou  beat  him  ivith  the  rod,  he  shall  not  die. 

Thou  shalt  teat  him  with  the  rod, 

And  shalt  deliver  his  soul  from  SheoL 

"Who  Hath  Woe?" 

Who  hath  woe?  who  hath  sorrow?  who  hath  contentions? 
Who  hath  complaining?  who  hath  wounds  without  cause? 
Who  hath  redness  of  eyes? 
They  that  tarry  long  at  the  wine; 
They  that  go  to  seek  out  mixed  wine. 

Look  not  thou  upon  the  wine  when  it  is  red, 
When  it  giveth  its  colour  in  the  cup, 
When  it  goeth  down  smoothly; 
At  the  last  it  biteth  like  a  serpent, 
And  stingeth  like  an  adder. 
Thine  eyes  shall  behold  strange  things, 
And  thine  heart  shall  utter  froward  things. 
Yea,  thou  shalt  be  as  he  that  lieth  down  in  the  midst  of  the  sea, 
Or  as  he  that  lieth  upon  the  top  of  a  mast. 
"They  have  stricken  me,"  shalt  thou  say,  "and  I  was  not  hurt; 
They  have  beaten  me,  and  I  felt  it  not: 
When  shall  I  awake?  I  will  seek  it  yet  again. 
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The  Hczekiah  Collection 

These  also  are  proverbs  of  Solomon,  which  the  men  o 
kiah  king  of  Judah  copied  out. 

It  is  the  glory  of  God  to  conceal  a  thing: 

But  the  glory  of  kings  is  to  search  out  a  matter. 

The  heaven  for  height,  and  the  earth  for  depth, 

And  the  heart  of  kings  is  unsearchable. 

Take  away  the  dross  from  the  silver, 

And  there  cometh  forth  a  vessel  for  the  finer: 

Take  away  the  wicked  from  before  the  king, 

And  his  throne  shall  be  established  in  righteousness. 

Put  not  thyself  forward  in  the  presence  of  the  king, 

And  stand  not  in  the  place  of  great  men: 

For  better  is  it  that  it  be  said  unto  thee,  "Come  up  hither!" 

Than  that  thou  shouldest  be  put  lower  in  the  presence  of  the  prince, 

Whom  thine  eyes  have  seen. 

A  word  fitly  spoken 

Is  like  apples  of  gold  in  baskets  of  silver. 

As  an  earring  of  gold,  and  an  ornament  of  fine  gold, 
So  is  a  wise  reprover  upon  an  obedient  ear. 

As  the  cold  of  snow  in  the  time  of  harvest, 

So  is  a  faithful  messenger  to  them  that  send  him; 

For  he  rejresheth  the  soul  of  his  masters. 

As  clouds  and  wind  without  rain, 

So  is  he  that  boasteth  himself  of  his  gifts  falsely. 

By  long  forbearing  is  a  ruler  persuaded, 
And  a  soft  tongue  break  eth  the  bone. 

Hast  thou  found  honey?  eat  so  much  as  is  sufficient  for  thee; 
Lest  thou  be  jilled  therewith,  and  vomit  it. 

Let  thy  foot  be  seldom  in  thy  neighbour's  house; 
Lest  he  be  weary  of  thte,  and  hate  thee. 
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A  man  that  beareth  false  witness  against  his  neighbour 
Is  a  maul,  and  a  sword,  and  a  sharp  arrow. 

Confidence  in  an  unfaithful  man  in  time  of  trouble 
Is  like  a  Broken  tooth,  and  afoot  out  of  joint. 

As  one  that  taketh  off  a  garment  in  cold  weather,  and  as  vinegar 

upon  nitre, 
So  is  he  that  singeth  songs  to  a  heavy  heart. 

If  thine  enemy  be  hungry,  give  him  bread  to  eat; 
And  if  he  he  thirsty,  give  him  water  to  drink: 
For  thou  shalt  heap  coals  of  fire  upon  his  head, 
And  the  Lord  shall  reward  thee. 

The  north  wind  bringeth  forth  rain: 

So  doth  a  backbiting  tongue  an  angry  countenance. 

It  is  letter  to  dwell  in  the  corner  of  the  housetop, 
Than  with  a  contentious  woman  in  a  wide  house. 

As  cold  waters  to  a  thirsty  soul, 
So  is  good  news  from  a  far  country. 

As  a  troubled  fountain,  and  a  corrupted  spring, 

So  is  a  righteous  man  that  giveth  way  before  the  wicked. 

It  is  not  good  to  eat  much  honey: 

So  for  men  to  search  out  their  own  glory  is  not  glory. 

He  whose  spirit  is  without  restraint 

Is  like  a  city  that  is  broken  down  and  hath  no  wall. 

As  snow  in  summer,  and  as  rain  in  harvest, 
So  honour  is  not  seemly  for  a  fool. 

As  the  sparrow  in  her  wandering,  as  the  swallow  in  her  flying, 
So  the  curse  that  is  causeless  lighteth  not. 

A  whip  for  the  horse,  a  bridle  for  the  ass, 
And  a  rod  for  the  loack  of  fools. 
Answer  not  a  fool  according  to  his  folly, 
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Lest  thou  also  lot  like  unto  him. 

Answer  a  fool  according  to  his/o%, 

Lest  he  lot  wist  in  his  own  conceit. 

He  that  sendeth  a  message  loy  the  hand  of  a  fool 

Cutteth  off  his  own  feet,,  and  drinketh  in  damage. 

The  legs  of  the  lame  hang  loose: 

So  is  a  parable  in  the  mouth  of  fools. 

As  a  loag  of  gems  in  a  heap  of  stones, 

So  is  he  thatgiveth  honour  to  a  fool. 

As  a  thorn  thatgoeth  up  into  the  hand  of  a  drunkard, 

So  is  a  parable  in  the  mouth  of  fools. 

As  an  archer  that  woundeth  all, 

So  is  he  that  hireth  the  fool  and  he  that  hireth  them  that  pass  hy* 

As  a  dog  that  returneth  to  his  vomit, 

So  is  a  fool  that  repeateth  his/oily. 

Seest  thou  a  man  wise  in  his  own  conceit? 

There  is  more  hope  of  a  fool  than  of  him. 

The  sluggard  saith,  "There  is  a  lion  in  the  way! 

A  lion  is  in  the  streets!" 

As  the  door  turneth  upon  its  hinges. 

So  doth  the  sluggard  upon  his  bed. 

The  sluggard  burieth  his  hand  in  the  dish; 

It  wearieth  him  to  bring  it  again  to  his  mouth. 

The  sluggard  is  wiser  in  his  own  conceit 

Than  seven  men  that  can  render  a  reason. 

He  that  passeth  loy,  and  vcxcth  himself  with  strife  belonging  not  to 

him, 
Is  like  one  that  taketh  a  dog  loy  the  ears. 

As  a  madman  who  casteth  firebrands, 
Arrows,  and  death; 

So  is  the  man  that  deceiveth  his  neighbour, 
And  saith,  "Am  not  I  in  sport?" 

For  lack  of  wood  the  fire  goeth  out: 

And  where  there  is  no  whisperer,  contention  ceaseth.  < 
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As  coals  are  to  hot  embers,  and  wood  to  fire; 
So  is  a  contentious  man  to  inflame  strife. 

The  words  of  a  whisperer  are  as  dainty  morsels, 

And  they  go  down  into  the  innermost  parts  of  the  l>elly. 

Fervent  lips  and  a  wicked  heart 

Are  like  an  earthen  vessel  overlaid  with  silver  dross. 

He  that  hateth  dissembleth  with  his  lips, 

But  he  layeth  up  deceit  within  him: 

Wken  he  speakethfairy  believe  him  not; 

For  there  are  seven  abominations  in  his  heart: 

Though  his  hatred  cover  itself  with  guile, 

His  wickedness  shall  te  openly  showed  before  the  congregation. 

A  lying  tongue  hateth  those  whom  it  hath  wounded; 
And  a  flattering  mouth  workcth  ruin. 

Boast  not  thyself  of  to-morrow; 

For  thou  knowcst  not  what  a  day  may  hring  forth. 

Let  another  man  praise  thee,  and  not  thine  own  mouth; 
A  stranger,  and  not  thine  own  lips. 

A  stone  is  heavy,  and  the  sand  weighty; 

But  afooVs  vexation  is  heavier  than  them  loth. 

'Wrath  is  cruel,  and  anger  is  outrageous; 
But  who  is  able  to  stand  before  jealousy? 

Better  is  open  rebuke 
Than  lave  that  is  hidden. 

Faithful  are  the  wounds  of  a  friend: 
But  the  kisses  of  an  enemy  are  profuse. 

The  full  soul  loatheth  a  honeycomb: 

But  to  the  hungry  soul  every  Utter  thing  is  sweet. 

As  a  hird  that  wandereth  fram  her  nest, 
So  is  a  man  that  wandereth  from  his  place. 
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Ointment  and  perfume  rejoice  the  heart: 

So  doth  the  sweetness  of  a  man's  friend  that  cometh  of  hearty  counsel. 

Thine  own  friend,  and  thy  father' s  friend,  forsake  not; 
And  go  not  to  thy  Brother's  house  in  the  day  of  thy  calamity: 
Better  is  a  neighbour  that  is  near  than  a  brother  far  off. 

He  that  Hesseth  his  friend  with  a  loud  voice,  rising  early  in  the 

morning, 
It  shall  be  counted  a  curse  to  him. 

A  continual  dropping  in  a  very  rainy  day 
And  a  contentious  woman  are  alike: 
He  that  would  restrain  her  restraineth  the  wind, 
And  his  right  hand  encountereth  oil. 

Iron  sharpeneth  iron; 

So  a  man  sharpeneth  the  countenance  of  his  friend. 

As  in  water  face  answer eth  to  face, 
So  the  heart  of  man  to  man. 

Sheol  and  Aladdon  are  never  satisfied; 
And  the  eyes  of  man  are  never  satisfied. 

Though  thou  shouldest  lor  ay  a  fool  in  a  mortar  with  a  pestle  among 

bruised  corn, 
Yet  will  not  his  foolishness  depart  from  him. 

Tke  wicked  flee  when  no  man  pursueth: 
But  the  righteous  are  lold  as  a  lion. 

A  needy  man  that  oppresseth  the  poor 

Is  like  a  sweeping  rain  which  leaveth  no  food. 

He  that  augmenteth  his  substance  ly  usury  and  increase, 
Gather  eth  it  for  him  that  hath  pity  on  the  poor. 

The  rich  man  is  wise  in  his  own  conceit; 

But  the  poor  that  hath  understanding  searcheth  him  out. 

As  a  roaring  lion,  and  a  ranging  hear; 
So  is  a  wicked  ruler  over  a  poor  people. 
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The  prince  that  lacketh  understanding  is  also  a  great  oppressor: 
But  he  that  hateth  covetousness  shall  prolong  his  days. 

He  that  tilleth  his  land  shall  have  plenty  of  bread: 

But  he  that  followeth  after  vain  persons  shall  have  poverty  enough. 

The  bloodthirsty  hate  him  that  is  perfed: 
And  as  for  the  upright,  they  seek  his  life. 

If  a  ruler  hearkeneth  to  falsehood, 
All  his  servants  are  wicked. 

The  poor  man  and  the  oppressor  meet  together: 
The  Lord  lighteneth  the  eyes  of  them  both. 

The  Icing  that  faithfully  judgeth  the  poor, 
His  throne  shall  be  established  for  ever. 

The  rod  and  reproof  give  wisdom: 

But  a  child  left  to  himself  causeth  shame  to  his  mother ; 

Correct  thy  son,  and  he  shall  give  thee  rest; 
Yea,  he  shall  give  delight  unto  thy  soul. 

W^here  there  is  no  vision,  the  people  cast  ojff  restraint: 
But  he  that  keepeth  the  law,  happy  is  he. 

Seest  thou  a  man  that  is  hasty  in  his  words? 
There  is  more  hope  of  a  fool  than  of  him. 

He  that  delicately  bringeth  up  his  servant  from  a  child 

Shall  have  him  become  a  son  at  the  last. 

An  angry  man  stirreth  up  strife, 

And  a  wrathful  man  aboundeth  in  transgression. 

A  man's  pride  shall  bring  him  low: 

But  he  that  is  of  a  lowly  spirit  shall  obtain  honour. 

Whoso  is  partner  with  a  thief  hateth  his  own  soul: 

He  heareth  the  adjuration  and  uttereth  nothing. 

The  fear  of  man  bringeth  a  snare: 

But  whoso  putteth  his  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  safe. 

Many  seek  the  ruler's  favour: 
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But  a  man' s  judgment  comethfrom  the  Lord. 

An  unjust  man  is  an  abomination  to  the  righteous: 

And  he  that  is  upright  in  the  way  is  an  abomination  to  the  wicked. 

The  Words  ofAgur 
TKe  words  of  Agur  tke  son  of  Jakek:  tke  oracle. 

The  man  saith  unto  Ithiel,  unto  Ithiel  and  Heal: 
"Surely  I  am  more  brutish  than  any  man, 
And  have  not  the  understanding  of  a  man: 
And  I  have  not  learned  wisdom, 
Neither  have  I  the  knowledge  of  the  Holy  One. 
Wlio  hath  ascended  up  into  heaven}  and  descended? 
Who  hath  gathered  the  wind  in  his  fists? 
Who  hath  l)ound  the  waters  in  his  garment? 
Who  hath  established  all  the  ends  of  the  earth? 
What  is  his  name,  and  what  is  his  son's  name,  ifthou  knowest?" 

Every  word  of  God  is  tried: 

He  is  a  shield  unto  them  that  trust  in  him. 

Add  thou  not  unto  his  words, 

Lest  he  reprove  thee,  and  thou  he  found  a  liar. 

Two  things  have  I  asked  of  thee; 

Deny  me  them  not  before  I  die: 

Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies: 

Give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches; 

Feed  me  with  the  food  that  is  needful  for  me: 

Lest  I  be  full,  and  deny  thee}  and  say,  "Who  is  the  Lord?" 

Or  lest  I  be  poor,  and  steal, 

And  use  profanely  the  name  of  my  God. 

Slander  not  a  servant  unto  his  master, 
Lest  he  curse  thee,  and  thou  Toe  held  guilty. 

There  is  a  generation  that  curseth  their  father, 
And  doth  not  Hess  their  mother. 
There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes, 
And  yet  are  not  washed  from  their  filthiness. 
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There  is  a  generation,  ok  how  lofty  art  their  eyes/ 

And  their  eyelids  are  lifted  up. 

There  is  a  generation  whose  teeth  are  a$  swords,  and  their  jaw;  teeth 

as  knives, 
To  devour  the  poor  from  off  the  earth,  and  the  needy  from  among 

men. 

The  horseleach  hath  two  daughters,  crying,  "Give,  give. " 

There  are  three  things  that  are  never  satisfied, 

Yea,  four  that  say  not,  "Enough" ; 

The  grave;  and  the  tarren  womb; 

The  earth  that  is  not  satisfied  with  water; 

And  the  fire  that  saith  not,  "Enough." 

The  eye  that  mocketh  at  his  father, 

And  despiseth  to  obey  his  mother, 

The  ravens  of  the  valley  shall  pick  it  out, 

And  the  young  eagles  shall  eat  it. 

There  le  three  things  which  are  too  wonderful  for  me, 

Yea,  four  which  I  know  not: 

The  way  of  an  eagle  in  the  air; 

The  way  of  a  serpent  upon  a  rock; 

The  way  of  a  ship  in  the  midst  of  the  sea; 

And  the  way  of  a  man  with  a  maid. 

So  is  the  way  of  an  adulterous  woman; 

She  eateth,  and  wipeth  her  mouth, 

And  saith,  "I  have  done  no  wickedness. " 

For  three  things  the  earth  doth  tremble, 

And  for  four,  which  it  cannot  hear: 

For  a  servant  when  he  is  king; 

And  a  fool  when  he  isjilled  with  meat; 

For  an  odious  woman  when  she  is  married; 

And  a  handmaid  that  is  heir  to  her  mistress. 

There  be  four  things  which  are  little  upon  the  earth, 
But  they  are  exceeding  wise:  j 

The  ants  are  a  people  not  strong, 
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Yet  they  provide  their  meat  in  the  summer; 

The  conies  are  lut  afeellefolk, 

Yet  make  they  their  houses  in  the  rocks; 

The  locusts  have  no  king, 

Yet  go  they  forth  all  of  them  ly  lands; 

The  lizard  taketh  hold  with  her  hands, 

Yet  is  she  in  kings'  palaces. 

There  le  three  things  which  are  stately  in  their  march, 

Yea,  four  which  are  stately  in  going: 

The  lion,  which  is  mightiest  among  leasts, 

And  turneth  not  away  for  any; 

The  greyhound;  the  he-goat  also; 

And  the  Icing,  against  whom  there  is  no  rising  up. 

Ifthou  hast  done  foolishly  in  lifting  up  thyself, 

Or  ifthou  hast  thought  evil, 

Lay  thine  hand  upon  thy  mouth. 

For  the  churning  of  milk  tringeth  forth  Gutter, 

And  the  wringing  of  the  nose  frringeth  forth  Hood: 

So  the  forcing  of  u>rath  fcringeth  forth  strife. 

The  Words  of  King  Lemuel 

The  words  of  King  Lemuel:  the  oracle  which  his  mother 
taught  him. 

What,  my  son?  and  what,  O  son  of  my  womb? 

And  what,  O  son  of  my  vows? 

Give  not  thy  strength  unto  women, 

J^or  thy  ways  to  that  which  destroyeth  kings. 

It  is  not  for  kings,  O  Lemuel,  it  is  not  for  kings  to  drink  wine; 

J^pr  for  princes  to  say,  "Where  is  strong  drink?" 

Lest  they  drink,  and  forget  the  law, 

And  pervert  the  judgment  of  any  that  is  affiided. 

Give  strong  drink  unto  him  that  is  ready  to  perish, 

And  wine  unto  the  litter  in  soul: 

Let  him  drink  >  and.  forget  his  poverty, 
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And  remember  his  misery  no  more. 

Open  thy  mouth  for  the  dumb, 

In  the  cause  of  all  such  as  are  left  desolate. 

Open  thy  mouth,  judge  righteously, 

And  minister  judgment  to  the  poor  and  needy. 

"A  Virtuous  Woman  Who  Can  Find?" 

A  virtuous  woman  who  can  find? 
For  her  price  is  far  above  rubies. 
The  heart  of  her  husband  trusteth  in  her, 
And  he  shall  have  no  lack  of  gain. 
She  doeth  him  good  and  not  evil 
All  the  days  of  her  life. 
She  seeketh  wool  and  flax, 
And  worketh  willingly  with  her  hands. 
She  is  like  the  merchant-ships; 
She  Iringeth  her  food  from  afar. 
She  riseth  also  while  it  is  yet  night, 
And  giveth  meat  to  her  household , 
And  their  task  to  her  maidens. 
She  considereth  afield,  and  luyeth  it: 
With  the  fruit  of  her  hands  sheplanteth  a  vineyard. 
She  girdeth  her  loins  with  strength, 
And  maketh  strong  her  arms. 
She  perceiveth  that  her  merchandise  is  profitable: 
Her  lamp  goeth  not  out  ly  night 
She  layeth  her  hands  to  the  distaff, 
And  her  hands  hold  the  spindle. 
She  spreadeth  out  her  hand  to  the  poor; 
Yea,  she  reacheth  forth  her  hands  to  the  needy. 
She  is  not  afraid  of  the  snow  for  her  household; 
For  all  her  household  are  clothed  with  scarlet. 
She  maketh  for  herself  carpets  of  tapestry; 
Her  clothing  is  fine  linen  and  purple. 
Her  husband  is  known  in  the  gates, 
When  he  sitteth  among  the  elders  of  the  land. 
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She  maketh  linen  garments  and  selleth  them; 
And  deliver  eth  girdles  unto  the  merchant* 
Strength  and  dignity  are  her  clothing; 
And  she  laugheth  at  the  time  to  come. 
She  openeth  her  mouth  with  wisdom,; 
And  the  law  of  kindness  is  on  her  tongue. 
She  looketh  well  to  the.  ways  of  her  household, 
And  eateth  not  the  bread  of  idleness. 
tier  children  rise  up,  and  call  her  blessed; 
tier  husband  also,  and  hepraiseth  her.,  saying: 
"~M.any  daughters  have  done  virtuously, 
I$ut  thou  exccllest  them  all. " 
Favour  is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain: 
But  a  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord,  she  shall  he  praised. 
Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her  hands; 
And  let  her  works  praise  her  in  the  gates. 
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A  PHILOSOPHICAL  DRAMA 

THE  BOOK  OF  JOB  is  the  nearest  approach  to  formal  drama  in  the 
Bitle.  Into  tin  framework  of  an  old  prc-Deuteronomic  folk  tale,  re- 
tained in  the  Prologue  and  Epilogue,  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  world's 
poets  inserted,  in  the  fourth  century f  a  series  of  impassioned  dialogues 
culminating  in  the  speech  of  the  Lord  out  of  the  whirlwind.  The  folk 
tale  itself  already  had  a  spacious  setting  in  the  golden  age  of  the  Patri- 
archs when  the  Sons  of  God  walked  with  men,  tut  in  essence  it  was  a 
simple  story  of  piety  rewarded  after  suffering,  such  as  is  common  in  most 
religious  literature;  its  underlying  idea  is  still  reflected  in  the  current 
phrases,  now  however  often  used  with  a  shade  of  disparagement — "he 
has  the  patience  of  job'3  or  "he  is  as  patient  as  Jo!?/' 

In  the  dramatic  scdion  of  the  took,  Jot  is  shown  as  anything  tut  pa- 
tient With  increasing  anger,  .scorn,  and  despair  he  answers  the  tradi- 
tional insistence  of  his  three  friends  that  his  sujfferings  are  a  punishment 
for  sin,  until  the  argument  is  ended  ty  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  Jot, 
overwhelmed  ly  the  Divine  Majesty,  admits  that  the  protlem  of  evil  is 
too  deep  for  the  human  mind  to  solve. 

A  stupid  interpolator  inserted  just  tefore  the  whirlwind  an  insujfer- 
ally  long  and  tedious  speech  ly  a  fourth  friend  of  Jot;  since  it  contributes 
nothing  of  importance  to  the  discussion  and  interrupts  the  dramatic  flow 
of  the  poem,  it  is  omitted  in  this  te;rt. 

In  one  seflion,  where  there  is  an  obviously  incorred  sequence  of  speeches, 
a  slight  rearrangement  also  seemed  necessary,  following  the  order  adopted 
ly  Moulton  in  "The  Modern  Reader's  Bitle." 
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Characters  m  the  Prologue  and  Epilogue 

THE  LORD  SECOND  MESSENGER 

SATAN  THIRD  MESSENGER 

THE  SONS  OF  GOD  JOB'S  WIFE 

JOB  ELIPHAZ  THE  TEMANITE 

FIRST  MESSENGER  BILDAD  THE  SHUHITE 

ZOPHAR  THE  NAAMATHITE 

Characters  in  the  Drama 

JOB  BILDAD  THE  SHUHITE 

ELIPHAZ  THE  TEMANITE  ZOPHAR  THE  NAAMATHITE 

VOICE  OUT  OF  THE  WHIRLWIND 

Prologue 

ry-iHERE  WAS  A  MAN  in  the  land  of  Uz,  whose  name  was  Job; 
JL  and  that  man  was  perfect  and  upright,  and  one  that  feared 
God,  and  eschewed  evil.  And  there  were  born  unto  him  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters.  His  substance  also  was  seven  thousand 
sheep,  and  three  thousand  camels,  and  five  hundred  yoke  of  oxen, 
and  five  hundred  she-asses,  and  a  very  great  household;  so  that 
this  man  was  the  greatest  of  all  the  children  of  the  east.  And  his 
sons  went  and  held  a  feast  in  the  house  of  each  one  upon  his  day; 
and  they  sent  and  called  for  their  three  sisters  to  eat  and  to  drink 
with  them.  And  it  was  so,  when  the  days  of  their  feasting  were 
gone  about,  that  Job  sent  and  sanctified  them,  and  rose  up  early 
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in  the  morning,  and  offered  burnt  offerings  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  them  all:  for  Job  said, 

"It  may  le  that  my  sons  have  sinned, 
And  renounced  God  in  their  hearts.  * 

Thus  did  Job  continually. 

Now  there  was  a  day  when  the  sons  of  God  came  to  present 
themselves  before  the  Lord,  and  Satan  came  also  among  them. 
And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan, 

"Whence  comest  thou?" 

Then  Satan  answered  the  Lord,  and  said, 

"From  going  to  and  fro  in  the  earth, 
And  from  walking  up  and  down  in  it." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan, 

"Hast  thon  considered  my  servant  Jot? 
For  there  is  none  like  him  in  the  earth, 
A  perfed  and  an  upright  man, 
One  thatfeareth  God,  and  escheweth  evil" 

Then  Satan  answered  the  Lord,  and  said, 

"Do th  Job  fear  God  for  nought? 
Hast  not  thou  made  a  hedge  about  him, 
And  about  his  house,  and  about  all  that  he  hath,  on  every  side? 
Thou  hast  llessed  the  work  of  his  hands, 
And  his  substance  is  increased  in  the  land. 
But  put  forth  thine  hand  now, 
And  touch  all  that  he  hath, 
And  he  will  renounce  thee  to  thy  face'9 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan, 

"Behold,  all  that  he  hath  is  in  thy  power; 
Only  upon  himself  put  not  forth  thine  hand!9 

So  Satan  went  forth  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

And  it  fell  on  a  day  when  his  sons  and  his  daughters  were  eat" 
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ing  and  drinking  wine  in  their  eldest  brother's  house,  that  there 
came  a  messenger  unto  Job,  and  said, 

"The  oxen  were,  plowing, 
An  A  the  asses  feeding  Reside  them: 
And  the  Sabeansfell  upon  them,  and  took  them  away; 
Yea,  they  have  slain  the  servants  with  the  edge  of  the  sword; 
And  I  only  am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee" 

While  he  was  yet  speaking,  there  came  also  another,  and  said, 

"The  fire  of  God  is  fallen  from  heaven, 

And  hath  turned  up  the  sheep,  and  the  servants,  and  consumed  them; 
And  I  only  am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee." 

While  he  was  yet  speaking,  there  came  also  another,  and  said, 

"The  Chaldeans  made  three  lands, 
And  fell  upon  the  camels,  and  have  taken  them  away, 
Yea,  and  slain  the  servants  with  the  edge  of  the  sword; 
And  I  only  am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee." 

While  he  was  yet  speaking,  there  came  also  another,  and  said, 

"Thy  sons  and  thy  daughters  were  eating 
And  drinking  wine  in  their  eldest  brother 's  house: 
And,  lehold,  there  came  a  great  wind  from  the  wilderness, 
And  smote  the  four  corners  of  the  house, 
And  it  fell  upon  the  young  men,  and  they  are  dead; 
And  I  only  am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee." 

Then  Job  arose,  and  rent  his  mantle,  and  shaved  his  head,  and 
fell  down  upon  the  ground,  and  worshipped;  and  he  said, 

"Naked  came  I  out  of  my  mother's  womb, 
And  naked  shall  I  return  thither: 
The.Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away; 
Blessed  le  the  name  of  the  Lord. " 

In  all  this  Job  sinned  not,  nor  charged  God  with  foolishness. 
Again  there  was  a  day  when  the  sons  of  God  came  to  present 
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themselves  before  the  Lord,  and  Satan  came  also  among  them  to 
present  himself  before  the  Lord.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan, 

"From  whence  comest  thou?" 

And  Satan  answered  the  Lord,  and  said, 

"From  going  to  and  fro  in  the  earth, 
And  from  walking  ny  and  down  in  it" 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan, 

"Hast  thou  considered  my  servant  Job? 
For  there  is  none  like  him  in  the  earthy 
A  %erfe£t  and  an  upright  man, 
One  that  feareth  God,  and  eschcweth  evil: 
And  he  still  hoUethfast  his  integrity, 
Although  thou  movedst  me  against  him,  to  destroy  him  without  cause'9 

And  Satan  answered  the  Lord,  and  said, 

"Skin  for  skinf 

Yea,  all  that  a  man  hath  will  he  give  for  his  life. 
But  jut  forth  thine  hand  now, 
And  touch  his  hone  and  his  flesh, 
And  he  will  renounce  thee  to  thy  face." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  "Behold,  he  is  in  thine  hand; 
only  spare  his  life/* 

So  Satan  went  forth  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  smote 
Job  with  sore  boils  from  the  sole  of  his  foot  unto  his  crown.  And 
he  took  him  a  potsherd  to  scrape  himself  withal;  and  he  sat 
among  the  ashes.  Then  said  his  wife  unto  him, 

"Dost  thou  still  holdfast  thine  integrity? 
Renounce  God,  and  die!9 

But  he  said  unto  her,  •> 

"Thou  speakest  as  one  of  the  foolish  women  speaJeetk 
What?  shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  God, 
And  shall  we  not  receive  evil?" 
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In  all  this  did  not  Job  sin  with  his  lips. 

Now  when  Job's  three  friends  heard  of  all  this  evil  that  was 
come  upon  him,  they  came  every  one  from  his  own  place;  Eliphaz 
the  Temanite,  and  Bildad  the  Shuhite,  and  Zophar  the  Naama- 
thite:  and  they  made  an  appointment  together  to  come  to  be- 
moan him  and  to  comfort  him.  And  when  they  lifted  up  their 
eyes  afar  off,  and  knew  him  not,  they  lifted  up  their  voice,  and 
wept;  and  they  rent  every  one  his  mantle,  and  sprinkled  dust 
upon  their  heads  toward  heaven.  So  they  sat  down  with  him 
upon  the  ground  seven  days  and  seven  nights,  and  none  spoke  a 
word  unto  him:  for  they  saw  that  his  grief  was  very  great. 

Pan  I 

JOB.  Let  the  day  perish  wherein  I  was  torn, 

And  the  night  which  said,  "There  is  a  man  child  conceived" 

Let  that  day  lot  darkness; 

Let  not  God  regard  it  from  above, 

Neither  let  the  light  shine  upon  it. 

Let  darkness  and  the  shadow;  of  death  claim  it  for  their  own; 

Let  a  cloud  dwell  upon  it; 

Let  all  that  maketh  Hack  the  day  terrify  it. 

As  for  that  night,  let  thick  darkness  seize  upon  it: 

Let  it  not  rejoice  among  the  days  of  the  year; 

Let  it  not  come  into  the  number  of  the  months. 

Lo,  let  that  night  le  Barren; 

Let  no  joyful  voice  come  therein. 

Let  them  curse  it  that  curse  the  day, 

Who  are  ready  to  rouse  up  Leviathan. 

Let  the  stars  of  the  twilight  thereof  be  dark: 

Let  it  look  for  light,  but  have  none; 

Neither  let  it  behold  the  eyelids  of  the  morning: 

Because  it  shut  not  up  the  doors  of  my  mother's  womb, 

]S[or  hid  trouble  from  mine  eyes. 

Why  died  1  not  from  the  womb? 

Why  did  I  not  give  up  the  ghost  when  I  came  out  of  the  b 

Why  did  the  knees  receive  me? 
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Or  why  the  breasts,  that  I  should  suck? 

For  now  should  I  have  lain  down  and  been  quiet; 

I  should  have  slept;  then  had  I  been  at  rest: 

Witk  kings  and  counsellors  of  the  earth, 

Which  built  up  waste  places  for  themselves; 

Or  with  princes  that  had  gold, 

Who  filled  their  houses  with  silver: 

Or  as  a  hidden  untimely  birth  I  had  not  been; 

As  infants  which  never  saw  light. 

There  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling; 

And  there  the  weary  be  at  rest. 

There  the  prisoners  are  at  ease  together; 

They  hear  not  the  voice  of  the  taskmaster. 

The  small  and  great  are  there; 

And  the  servant  is  free  from  his  master. 

Wherefore  is  light  given  to  him  that  is  in  misery, 

And  life  unto  the  bitter  in  soul; 

Which  long  for  death,  but  it  cometh  not; 

And  dig  for  it  more  than  for  hid  treasures; 

Which  rejoice  exceedingly, 

And  are  glad,  when  they  can  find  the  grave? 

Why  is  light  given  to  a  man  whose  way  is  hid, 

And  whom  God  hath  hedged  in? 

For  my  sighing  cometh  before  I  eat, 

And  my  roarings  are  poured  out  like  water. 

For  the  thing  which  I  fear  cometh  upon  me, 

And  that  which  I  am  afraid  of  cometh  unto  me. 

I  am  not  at  ease,  neither  am  I  quiet,  neither  have  I  rest; 

But  trouble  cometh. 

EUPHAZ  THE  TEMANITE.  If  one  essay  to  commune  with  thcc, 

wilt  thou  be  grieved? 

But  who  can  withhold  himself  from  speaking? 
Behold,  thou  hast  instructed  many, 
And  thou  hast  strengthened  the  weak  hands. 
Thy  words  have  upheld  him  that  was  falling, 
And  thou  hast  confirmed  the  feeble  knees. 
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But  now  it  is  come  unto  thee,  and  thou  faintest; 

It  toucheth  thee,  and  thou  art  troubled. 

Is  not  thy  fear  of  God  thy  confidence, 

And  thy  hope  the  integrity  of  thy  ways? 

Remember,  I  fray  thee,  who  ever  perished,  being  innocent? 

Or  where  were  the  upright  cut  off? 

According  as  I  have  seen,  they  that  plow  iniquity, 

And  sow  trouble,  reap  the  same. 

By  the  breath  of  God  they  perish. 

And  })y  the  Hast  of  his  anger  are  they  consumed. 

The  roaring  of  the  lion,  and  the  voice  of  the  fierce  lion, 

And  the  teeth  of  the  young  lions,  are  lor  ok  en. 

The  old  lion  perisheth  for  lack  of  prey, 

And  the  whelps  of  the  lioness  are  scattered  abroad. 

Niow  a  thing  was  secretly  brought  to  me, 

And  mine  ear  received  a  whisper  thereof. 

In  thoughts  from  the  visions  of  the  night, 

WTien  deep  sleep  falleth  on  men, 

Fear  came  upon  me,  and  trembling, 

Wkick  made  all  my  bones  to  shake. 

Then  a  spirit  passed  before  my  face; 

The  hair  of  my  flesh  stood  up. 

It  stood  still,  but  I  could  not  discern  the  appearance  thereof; 

A  form  was  before  mine  eyes: 

There  was  silence,  and  I  heard  a  voice,  saying, 

"Shall  mortal  man  be  more  just  than  God? 

Shall  a  man  be  more  pure  than  his  Maker? 

Behold,  he  putteth  no  trust  in  his  servants; 

And  his  angels  he  chargeth  with  folly: 

How  much  more  them  that  dwell  in  houses  of  clay, 

yVhose  foundation  is  in  the  dust, 

WTiick  are  crushed  before  the  moth! 

Betwixt  morning  and  evening  they  are  destroyed: 

They  perish  for  ever  without  any  regarding  it. 

Is  not  their  tent-cord  plucked  up  within  them? 

They  die,  and  that  without  wisdom" 

[705] 


THE  BOOK  OF  JOB 

Call  now;  is  there  any  that  will  answer  thee? 

And  to  which  of  the  holy  ones  wilt  thou  turn? 

For  vexation  killcth  the  foolish  man, 

And  jealousy  slayeth  the  silly  one. 

I  have  seen  the  foolish  taking  root: 

But  suddenly  I  cursed  his  habitation. 

His  children  are  far  from  safety, 

And  they  are  crushed  in  the  gate, 

l^either  is  there  any  to  deliver  them. 

Vtfhose  harvest  the  hungry  eateth  up, 

And  taketh  it  even  out  of  the  thorns, 

And  the  snare  gapeth  for  their  substance. 

For  affliction  cometh  not  forth  of  the  dust, 

Nicither  doth  trouble  spring  out  of  the  ground; 

But  man  is  horn  unto  trouble, 

As  the  sparks  fly  upward. 

But  as  for  me,  I  would  seek  unto  God, 

And  unto  God  would  I  commit  my  cause: 

\Vhich  doeth  great  things  and  unsearchable; 

Marvellous  things  without  number: 

Who  giveth  rain  upon  the  earth, 

And  sendeth  waters  upon  the  fields: 

So  that  he  setteth  up  on  high  those  that  he  low; 

And  those  which  mourn  are  exalted  to  safety. 

He  frustrateth  the  devices  of  the  crafty, 

So  that  their  hands  cannot  perform  their  enterprise. 

tie  taketh  the  wise  in  their  own  craftiness: 

And  the  counsel  of  the  froward  is  carried  headlong. 

They  meet  with  darkness  in  the  daytime, 

And  grope  at  noonday  as  in  the  night. 

But  he  saveth  from  the  sword  of  their  mouth, 

Even  the  needy  from  the  hand  of  the  mighty. 

So  the  poor  hath  hope, 

And  iniquity  stoppeth  her  mouth. 

Behold,  happy  is  the  man  whom  God  corre£teth: 

Therefore  despise  not  thou  the  chastening  of  the  Almighty. 
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For  he  maketh  sore,,  and  l)indeth  up; 

He  woundeth,  and  his  hands  make  whole. 

He  shall  deliver  thee  in  six  troubles; 

Yea,  in  seven  there  shall  no  evil  touch  thee. 

In  famine  he  shall  redeem  thee  from  death; 

And  in  war  from,  the  power  of  the  sword. 

TTu>u  shalt  fee  hid  from  the  scourge  of  -the'  tongue; 

leather  shalt  thou  Toe  afraid  of  destruction  when  it  cometh. 

At  destruction  and  dearth  thou  shalt  laugh; 

Neither  shalt  thou  fee  afraid  of  the  beasts  of  the  earth. 

For  thou  shalt  fee  in  league  with  the  stones  of  the  field; 

And  the  beasts  of  the  field  shall  fee  at  peace  with  thee. 

And  thou  shalt  know  that  thy  tent  is  in  peace; 

And  thou  shalt  visit  thy  fold ,  and  shalt  miss  nothing. 

Thou  shalt  know  also  that  thy  seed  shall  be  great, 

And  thine  offspring  as  the  grass  of  the  earth. 

Thou  shalt  come  to  thy  grave  in  a  full  age, 

Like  #5  a  shock  of  corn  comcth  in  in  its  season. 

Lo  this,  we  have  searched  it,  so  it  is; 

Hear  it,  and  know  thou  it  for  thy  good. 

JOB.  Ok  that  my  vexation  were  lout  weighed, 

And  my  calamity  laid  in  the  balances  together! 

For  now  it  would  fee  heavier  than  the  sand  of  the  seas: 

Therefore  have  my  words  been  rash. 

For  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me, 

The  poison  whereof  my  spirit  drinketh  up: 

The  terrors  of  God  do  set  themselves  in  array  against  me. 

Doth  the  wild  ass  Itray  when  he  hath  grass? 

Or  loweth  the  ox  over  his  fodder? 

Can  that  which  hath  no  savour  fee  eaten  without  salt? 

Or  is  there  any  taste  in  the  white  of  an  egg? 

My  soul  refuseth  to  touch  them; 

They  are  as  loathsome  meat  to  me. 

Oh  that  I  might  have  my  request; 

And  that  God  would  grant  me  the  thing  that  I  long  for! 

Even  that  it  would  please  God  to  crush  -me; 
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That  he  would  let  loose  his  hand,  and  cut  me  off  I 

Then  should  I  yet  have  comfort; 

Yea,  I  would  exult  in  pain  that  spareth  not: 

For  I  have  not  denied  the  words  of  the  Holy  One. 

What  is  my  strength,  that  I  should  wait? 

And  what  is  mine  end,  that  I  should  be  patient? 

Is  my  strength  the  strength  o/ stones? 

Or  is  my  flesh  of  brass? 

Is  it  not  that  I  have  no  help  in  me, 

And  that  effedual  working  is  driven  quite  from  me? 

To  him  that  is  ready  to  faint  kindness  should  be  showed  jfrom  his  friend; 

Even  to  him  thatforsaketh  the  fear  of  the  Almighty. 

My  brethren  have  dealt  deceitfully  as  a  brook, 

As  the  channel  of  brooks  that  pass  away; 

Which  are  black  by  reason  of  the  ice, 

And  wherein  the  snow  hideth  itself; 

What  time  they  wax  warm,  they  vanish: 

When  it  is  hot,  they  are  consumed  out  of  their  place. 

The  caravans  that  travel  by  the  way  of  them  turn  aside; 

They  go  up  into  the  waste,  and  perish. 

The  caravans  o/Tema  looked, 

The  companies  o/Sheba  waited  for  them. 

They  were  ashamed  because  they  had  hoped; 

They  came  thither ,  and  were  confounded. 

For  now  ye  are  nothing; 

Ye  see  a  terror,  and  are  afraid. 

Did  I  say,  "Give  unto  me?" 

Or,  "Offer  a  present  for  me  of  your  substance?'' 

Or,  "Deliver  me  from  the  adversary's  hand?" 

Or,  "Redeem  me  from  the  hand  of  the  oppressors?" 

Teach  me,  and  I  will  hold  my  peace: 

And  cause  me  to  understand  wherein  I  have  erred. 

How  forcible  are  words  of  uprightness! 

But  what  doth  your  arguing  reprove? 

Do  ye  imagine  to  reprove  words? 

Seeing  that  the  speeches  of  one  that  is  desperate  arc  as  wind. 
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Yea,  ye  would  cast  lots  upon  the  fatherless, 
And  make  merchandise  of  your  friend. 
Nou/  therefore  lot  pleased  to  look  upon  me; 
For  surely  I  shall  not  lie  to  your  face. 
Return,  I  pray  you,  let  there  te  no  injustice; 
Yea,  return  again,  my  cause  is  righteous. 
Is  there  injustice  on  my  tongue? 
Cannot  my  taste  discern  mischievous  things? 

Is  there  not  a  warfare  to  man  upon  earth? 

And  are  not  his  days  like  the  days  of  a  hireling? 

As  a  servant  that  earnestly  desireth  the  shadow. 

And  as  a  hireling  that  lookcthfor  his  wages: 

So  am  I  made  to  possess  months  of  vanity, 

And  wearisome  nights  are  appointed  to  me. 

'When  I  lie  down,  I  say, 

"When  shall  I  arise?"  lout  the  night  is  long; 

And  I  am  full  oftossings  to  and  fro  iwto  the  dawning' of  the  day 

My  flesh  is  clothed  with  worms  and  clods  of  dust; 

My  skin  closeth  up  and  breaketh  out  afresh. 

My  days  are  swifter  than  a  weaver's  shuttle, 

And  are  spent  without  hope. 

Oh  remember  that  my  life  is  wind: 

Mine  eyes  shall  no  more  see  good. 

The  eye  of  him  that  seeth  me  shall  behold  me  no  more: 

Thine  eyes  shall  fee  upon  me,  lut  1  shall  not  fee. 

As  the  cloud  is  consumed  and  vanisheth  away, 

So  he  that  goeth  down  to  Sheol  shall  come  up  no  more. 

He  shall  return  no  more  to  his  house, 

^either  shall  his  place  Icnou/  him  any  wore. 

Therefore  I  will  not  refrain  my  mouth; 

I  will  speak  in  the  anguish  of  my  spirit; 

I  ivill  complain  in  the  bitterness  of  my  soul. 

Am  I  a  sea,  or  a  sea-monster, 

That  thou  settest  a  watch  over  me? 

When  I  say,  "My  locd  shall  comfort  we. 
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My  couch  shall  ease  my  complaint"; 

Then  thou  scarest  me  with  dreams, 

And  terriflest  me  through  visions: 

So  that  my  soul  chooseth  strangling, 

And  death  rather  than  these  my  bones. 

I  loathe  my  life;  I  would  not  live  always; 

Let  me  alone;  for  my  days  are  vanity. 

What  is  man,  that  thou  shouldest  magnify  him, 

And  that  thou  shouldest  set  thine  heart  upon  him, 

And  that  thou  shouldest  visit  him  every  morning, 

And  try  him  every  moment? 

How  long  wilt  thou  not  look  away  from  me, 

Npr  let  me  alone  till  I  swallow  down  my  spittle? 

If  I  have  sinned,  what  do  I  unto  thee,  O  thou  watcher  of  men? 

Why  hast  thou  set  me  as  a  mark  for  thee, 

So  that  I  am  a  burden  to  myself? 

And  why  dost  thou  not  pardon  my  transgression,  and  take  away  mine 

iniquity? 

For  now  shall  I  lie  down  in  the  dust; 
And  thou  shalt  seek  me  diligently,  but  I  shall  not  he. 
BILDAD  THE  SiTUHiTE.  How  long  wilt  thou  speak  these  things? 
And  how  long  shall  the  words  of  thy  mouth  be  like  a  mighty  wind? 
Doth  God  pervert  judgment? 
Or  doth  the  Almighty  pervert  justice? 
If  thy  children  have  sinned  against  him, 

And  he  have  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  their  transgression: 
If  thou  wouldest  seek  diligently  unto  God, 
And  make  thy  supplication  to  the  Almighty; 
If  thou  wert  pure  and  upright; 
Surely  now  he  would  awake  for  thee, 
And  make  the  habitation  of  thy  righteousness  prosperous. 
And  though  thy  beginning  was  small, 
Yet  thy  latter  end  should  greatly  increase. 
For  inquire,,  I  pray  thee,  of  the  former  age, 
And  apply  thyself  to  that  which  their  fathers  have  searched  out 
(For  we  are  but  of  yesterday,  and  know  nothing, 
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Because  our  days  upon  earth  are  a  shadow)  : 
Shall  not  they  teach  thee,  and  tell  thcc, 
And  utter  words  out  of  their  heart? 
Can  the  rush  grow  up  without  mire? 
Can  the  flag  grow  ivithout  water? 
\Vhilst  it  is  yet  in  its  greenness,  and  not  cut  down, 
It  withereth  before  any  other  herb. 
So  are  the  paths  of  all  that  forget  God; 
And  the  hope  of  the  godless  man  shall  perish: 
WTiose:  confidence  shall  break  in  sunder, 
And  whose  trust  is  a  spider's  web. 
tie  shall  lean  upon  his  house,  lout  it  shall  not  stand: 
He  shall  hold  fast  thereby,  but  it  shall  not  endure. 
He  is  green  before  the  suny 
And  his  shoots  go  forth  over  his  garden. 
His  roots  are  wrapped  about  the  heap, 
tie  beholdeth  the  place  of  stones* 
If  he  fee  destroyed  from  his  place, 

Then  it  shall  deny  him,  saying,  "I  have  not  seen  thee. 
Behold,  this  is  the  joy  of  his  way, 
And  out  of  the  earth  shall  others  spring. 
Behold,  God  will  not  cast  away  a  perfect  man, 
JNLeitker  will  he  uphold  the  evildoers. 
tie  will  yet  fill  thy  mouth  with  laughter, 
And  thy  lips  with  shouting. 
°They  that  hate  thee  shall  be  clothed  with  shame; 
And  the  tent  of  the  wicked  shall  be  no  more. 

JOB,  Of  a  truth  I  know  that  it  is  so: 
But  how  can  man  loe  just  with  God? 
If  he  be  pleased  to  contend  with  him, 
He  cannot  answer  him  one  of  a  thousand. 
He  is  wise  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  strength: 
\Vko  hath  hardened  himself  against  him,  and  prospered? 
\VKidk  removeth  the  mountains,  and  they  know  it  not, 
he  ovzrturncth  them  in  his  anger. 
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skakctk  the  earth  out  of  her  place, 
And  the  pillars  thereof  tremble. 
Vtfhich  commandeth  the  sun,  and  it  riscth  not; 
And  sealeth  up  the  stars. 
V\ihich  alone  stretcheth  out  the  heavens, 
And  treadeth  upon  the  waves  of  the  sea. 
^Vhich  maketh  the  Bear,  Orion,  and  the  Pleiades, 
And  the  chambers  of  the  south. 
Which  doeth  great  things  past  finding  out; 
Yea,  marvellous  things  without  number, 
luo,  he  goeth  by  me,  and  I  see  him  not: 
He  passeth  on  also,  but  I  perceive  him  not. 
IBehold,  he  seizeth  the  prey,  who  can  hinder  him? 
\Vho  will  say  unto  him,  "Vtfhat  doest  thou?" 
God  will  not  ivithdraw  his  anger; 
The  helpers  ofRahab  do  stoop  under  him. 
How  much  less  shall  I  answer  him, 
And  choose  out  my  words  to  reason  with  him? 
Vtfhom,  though  I  were  righteous,  yet  would  I  not  answer; 
I  would  make  supplication  to  mine  adversary. 
If  I  had  called,  and  he  had  answered  me; 
Yet  would  I  not  believe  that  he  hearkened  unto  my  voice. 
For  he  break eth  me  with  a  tern-pest, 
And  multiplieth  my  wounds  without  cause. 
He  will  not  suffer  me  to  take  my  breath, 
But  filleth  me  with  bitterness. 

If  we  speak  of  the  strength  of  the  mighty,  lo,  he  is  there! 
And  if  of  judgment,  who  will  appoint  me  a  time? 
Though  I  be  righteous,  mine  own  mouth  shall  condemn  me: 
Though  I  be  perfect,  it  shall  prove  me  perverse. 
I  am  perfect;  I  regard  not  myself; 
I  despise  my  life. 
It  is  all  one;  therefore  I  say, 
He  destroy  eth  the  p  erf  eft  and  the  wicked. 
If  the  scourge  slay  suddenly, 
He  will  mock  at  the  trial  of  the  innocent. 
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earth  is  given  into  the  hand  of  the  wicked: 
He  cover eth  the  faces  of  the  judges  thereof; 
If  it  he  not  lie,  who  then  is  it? 
T^iow  my  days  are  swifter  than  a  post: 
They  flee  away,  they  see  no  good. 
*They  are  passed  away  as  the  swift  ships: 
As  the  eagle  that  swoopeth  on  the  prey. 
If  I  say,  "I  will  forget  my  complaint, 
I  unll  put  off  my  sad  countenance,  and  le  of  good  cheer": 
I  am  afraid  of  all  my  sorrows, 
I  know  that  thou  unit  not  hold  me  innocent* 
I  shall  Le  condemned; 
Wiry  tken  do  I  labour  in  vain? 
If  I  wash  myself  with  snow  water, 
And  make  my  hands  never  so  clean; 
Yet  wilt  thou  plunge  me  in  the  ditch, 
And  mine  own  clothes  shall  abhor  me. 
For  he  is  not  a  -man,  as  I  am,  that  I  should  answer  himy 
That  we  should  come  together  in  judgment. 
There  is  no  daysman  betwixt  us, 
That  might  lay  his  hand  upon  us  both. 
Let  him  take  his  rod  away  from  me, 
And  let  not  his  terror  make  me  afraid: 
Then  would  I  speak,  and  not  fear  him; 
For  I  am  not  so  in  myself. 

My  soul  is  weary  of  my  life; 

I  will  give  free  course  to  my  complaint; 

I  will  speak  in  the  bitterness  of  my  soul. 

I  will  say  unto  God,  "Do  not  condemn  we; 

Show  me  wherefore  thou  contendest  with  me. 

Is  it  good  unto  thee  that  thou  shouldest  oppress, 

That  thou  shouldest  despise  the  work  of  thine  hands, 

And  shine  upon  the  counsel  of  the  wicked? 

Hast  thou  eyes  of  flesh, 

Or  seest  thou  as  man  seeth? 
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Are  thy  days  as  the  days  of  man, 

Or  thy  years  as  man's  days, 

That  thou  inquirest  after  mme  iniquity, 

And  searchest  after  my  sin, 

Although  thou  knowest  that  I  am  not  wicked; 

And  there  is  none  that  can  deliver  out  of  thine  hand? 

Thine  hands  have  framed  me  and  fashioned  me 

Together  round  about;  yet  thou  dost  destroy  me. 

Re-member,  I  beseech  thce,  that  thou  hast  fashioned  me  as  clay; 

And  wilt  thou  bring  me  into  dust  again? 

Hast  thou  not  poured  me  out  as  milk, 

And  curdled  me  like  cheese? 

Thou  hast  clothed  me  with  shin  and  flesh, 

And  knit  me  together  with  tones  and  sinews. 

Thou  hast  granted  me  life  and  favour, 

And  thy  visitation  hath  preserved  my  spirit. 

Yet  these  things  thou  didst  hide  in  thine  heart; 

I  fenotf  that  this  is  with  thee: 

If  I  sin,  then  thou  markest  me, 

And  thou  wilt  not  acquit  me  from  mine  iniquity. 

If  I  be  wicked,  woe  unto  me; 

And  if  I  be  righteous,  yet  shall  I  not  lift  up  my  head; 

Being  filled  with  ignominy 

And  looking  upon  mine  affliction. 

And  if  my  head  exalt  itself y  thou  huntest  me  as  a  lion: 

And  again  thou  showest  thyself  marvellous  upon  me. 

Thou  renewest  thy  witnesses  against  me, 

And  increasest  thine  indignation  upon  me; 

Changes  and  warfare  are  with  me. 

Wherefore  then  hast  thou  brought  me  forth  out  of  the  womb? 

I  had  given  up  the  ghost,  and  no  eye  had  seen  me. 

I  shouU  have  been  as  though  I  had  not  been; 

I  should  have  been  carried  from  the  womb  to  the  grave. 

Are  not  my  days  few?  cease  then, 

And  let  me  alone,  that  I  may  take  comfort  a  little, 

Before  I  go  whence  I  shall  not  return, 


THE  BOOK  OF  JOB 

Even  to  the  land  of  darkness  and  of  the  shadow  of  death; 

A  land  of  thick  darkness,  as  darkness  itself; 

A  land  of  the  shadow  of  death,  without  any  order, 

And  where  the  light  is  as  darkness. " 

ZOPHAR  THE  NAAMATHITE.  Should  not  the  multitude -of  words 

be  answered? 

And  should  a  man  full  of  talk  le  justified? 
Should  thy  boastings  make  men  hold  their  peace? 
And  when  thou  mockest,  shall  no  man  make  thee  ashamed? 
For  thou  sayest,  "My  doctrine  is  pure^ 
And  I  am  clean  in  thine  eyes. " 
But  oh  that  God  would  speak, 
And  open  his  lips  against  thee; 
And  that  he  would  show  thee  the  secrets  of  wisdom, 
That  it  is  manifold  in  ejfedual  working! 
Know  therefore  that  God  exadeth  of  thee  less  than  thine  iniquity 

dcscrveth. 

Canst  thou  lay  searching  find  out  God? 
Canst  thou  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfection? 
It  is  high  as  heaven;  what  canst  thou  do? 
Deeper  than  Sheol;  what  canst  thou  know? 
The  measure  thereof  is  longer  than  the  earth, 
And  broader  than  the  sea, 
If  he  pass  through,  and  shut  up, 
And  call  unto  judgment,  then  who  can  hinder  him? 
For  he  knowcth  vain  men: 

He  seetk  iniquity  also,  even  though  he  consider  it  not. 
But  vain  man  is  void  of  understanding, 
Yea,  man  is  lorn  as  a  wild  ass's  colt. 
If  thou  set  thine  heart  arigkt, 
And  stretch  out  thine  hands  toward  him; 
If  iniquity  be  in  thine  hand,  put  it  far  away, 
And  let  not  Twrigkteoiisness  dwell  in  thy  tents; 
Surely  then  shalt  thou  lift  up  thy  face  without  spot; 
Yea,  thou  shalt  be  steadfast,  and  shalt  not  fear: 
for  thou  shalt  forget  thy  misery; 
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Thou  shah  remember  it  as  waters  that  arc  gassed  away: 

And  thy  life  shall  lot  clearer  than  the  noonday; 

Though  there  le  darkness,  it  shall  be  as  the  morning. 

And  thou  shalt  he  secure,  because  there  is  hope; 

Yea,  thou  shalt  search  about  thee,  and  shalt  take  thy  rest  in  safety. 

Also  thou  shalt  lie  down,  and  none  shall  make  thee  afraid; 

Yea,  many  shall  make  suit  unto  thee. 

But  the  eyes  of  the  wicked  shall  fail, 

And  they  shall  have  no  way  to  flee, 

And  their  hope  shall  be  the  giving  up  of  the  ghost. 

JOB.  ~Np  doubt  hut  ye  are  the  people, 

And  wisdom  shall  die  with  you. 

But  I  have  understanding  as  well  as  you; 

I  am  not  inferior  to  you: 

Yea,  who  knowcth  not  such  things  as  these? 

I  am  as  one  that  is  a  laughing-stock  to  his  neighbour, 

A  man  that  called  upon  God,  and  he  answered  him: 

The  just,  theperfed  man  is  a  laughing-stock. 

In  the  thought  of  him  that  is  at  ease  there  is  contempt  for  misfortune; 

It  is  ready  for  them  whose  foot  slippeth. 

The  tents  of  robbers  prosper, 

And  they  that  provoke  God  are  secure; 

Into  whose  hand  God  Iringeth  abundantly. 

But  ask  now  the  leasts,  and  they  shall  teach  thee; 

And  the  fowls  of  the  air  and  they  shall  tell  thee: 

Or  speak  to  the  earth,  and  it  shall  teach  thee; 

And  the  fishes  of  the  sea  shall  declare  unto  thee. 

Who  hnoweth  not  in  all  these, 

That  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath  wrought  this? 

In  whose  hand  is  the  soul  of  every  living  thing, 

And  the  breath  of  all  mankind. 

Doth  not  the  ear  try  words, 

Even  as  the  palate  tasteth  its  meat? 

With  aged  men  is  wisdom, 

And  in  length  of  days  understanding. 

With  him  is  wisdom  and  might; 
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He  hoik  counsel  and  understanding. 

Behold,  he  brealceth  down,  and  it  cannot  be  built  again; 

He  shutteth  up  a  man,  and  there  can  be  no  opening. 

Behold,  lie  withholdeth  the  waters,  and  they  dry  up; 

Again,  he  sendeth  them  out,  and  they  overturn  the  earth. 

With  him  is  strength  and  effe£tual  working; 

The  deceived  and  the  deceiver  are  his. 

He  leadeth  counsellors  away  spoiled, 

And  judges  maketh  he  fools. 

He  looseth  the  bonds  of  kings, 

And  bindeth  their  loins  with  a  girdle. 

He  leadeth  priests  away  spoiled, 

And  overthroweth  the  mighty. 

He  removeth  the  speech  of  the  trusty, 

And  taketh  away  the  understanding  of  the  elders. 

He  poureth  contempt  upon  princes, 

And  looseth  the  belt  of  the  strong. 

He  discovereth  deep  things  out  of  darkness, 

And  bringeth  out  to  light  the  shadow  of  death. 

He  increaseth  the  nations,  and  destroyeth  them: 

lie  spreadeth  the  nations  abroad,  and  bringeth  them  in. 

He  taketh  away  the  heart  of  the  chiefs  of  the  people  of  the  earth, 

And  causeth  them  to  wander  in  a  wilderness  where  there  is  no  way. 

They  grope  in  the  dark  without  light, 

And  he  maketh  them  to  stagger  like  a  drunken  man. 

Lo,  wine  eye  hath  seen  all  this, 

Mine  ear  hath  heard  and  understood  it. 

What  ye  know,  the  same  do  I  know  also: 

I  am  not  inferior  unto  you. 

Surely  I  would  speak  to  the  Almighty, 

And  I  desire  to  reason  with  God. 

But  ye  are  forgers  of  lies, 

Ye  are  all  physicians  of  no  value. 

Oh  that  ye  would  altogether  hold  your  peacd 

And  it  should  be  your  wisdom. 
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Hear  now  my  reasoning. 

And  hearken  to  the  pleadings  of  my  lips. 

^Will  ye  speak  unrighteously  for  God^ 

And  talk  deceitfully  for  him? 

Vfill  ye  respect  his  person? 

Will  ye  contend  for  God? 

Is  it  good  that  he  should  search  you  out? 

Or  as  one  deceiveth  a  man,  will  ye  deceive  him? 

tie  will  surely  reprove  yoii, 

If  ye  do  secretly  respeft  persons. 

Shall  not  his  excellency  make  you  afraidf 

And  his  dread  fall  upon  you? 

Your  memorable  sayings  are  proverbs  of  ashes, 

Your  defences  are  defences  of  clay. 

Holdl  your  peace,  let  me  alone,  that  I  may  speak, 

And  let  come  on  me  what  will. 

"Where/ore  should  I  take  my  flesh  in  my  teeth, 

And  put  my  life  in  mine  hand? 

Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  wait  for  him: 

J\[evertheless  I  will  maintain  my  ways  before  him. 

This  also  shall  fee  my  salvation; 

For  a  godless  man  shall  not  come  before  him. 

Hear  diligently  my  speech, 

And  let  my  declaration  be  in  your  ears. 

Behold  now,  I  have  ordered  my  cause; 

I  knou;  that  I  am  righteous. 

V/ho  is  he  that  -will  contend  -with  me? 

For  now  shall  I  hold  my  peace  and  give  up  the  ghost. 

Only  do  not  two  things  unto  me, 

Then  will  I  not  hide  myself  from  thy  face: 

\Vithdraw  thine  hand  far  from  me; 

And  let  not  thy  terror  make  me  afraid. 

Then  call  thou,  and  I  will  answer; 

Or  let  me  speak,  and  answer  thou  me. 

How  many  are  mine  iniquities  and  sins? 

Make  me  to  Jcnoif  my  transgression  and  my  sin. 
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Wherefore  hidest  thou  thy  face, 

And  boldest  me  for  thine  enemy? 

Wilt  thou  harass  a  driven  leaf? 

And  wilt  thou  pursue  the  dry  stubble? 

For  thou  ivritest  litter  things  against  me, 

And  makest  me  to  inherit  the  iniquities  of  my  youth: 

Thouputtest  my  feet  also  in  the  stocks,  and  markest  all  my  paths; 

Thou  drawest  thee  a  line  about  the  soles  of  my  feet: 

Though  I  am  like  a  rotten  thing  that  consumeth, 

Like  a  garment  that  is  moth-eaten. 

Man  that  is  lorn  of  a  woman    . 

Is  of  few  days,  and  full  of  trouble. 

He  cometh  forth  like  a  flower,  and  is  cut  down: 

He  fleeth  also  as  a  shadow,  and  continueth  not. 

And  dost  thou  open  thine  eyes  upon  such  a  one. 

And  tringest  me  into  judgment  with  thee? 

Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean?  not  one. 

Seeing  his  days  are  determined,  the  number  of  his  months  is  u>ith  thee, 

And  thou  hast  appointed  his  bounds  that  he  cannot  pass; 

Look  away  from  him,  that  he  may  rest, 

Till  he  shall  accomplish,  as  a  hireling,  his  day. 

For  there  is  hope  of  a  tree,  if  it  fee  cut  down,  that  it  will  sprout  again, 

And  that  the  tender  branch  thereof  will  not  cease. 

Though  the  root  thereof  wax  old  in  the  earth, 

And  the  stock  thereof  die  in  the  ground; 

Yet  through  the  scent  of  water  it  will  bud, 

And  put  forth  toughs  like  a  plant. 

But  man  dieth,  and  wasteth  away: 

Yea,  man  giveth  up  the  ghost,  and  where  is  he? 

As  the  waters  fail  from  the  sea, 

And  the  river  decay eth  and  drieth  up; 

So  man  lieth  down  and  riseth  not: 

Till  the  heavens  be  no  more,  they  shall  not  awake, 

Npr  be  roused  out  of  their  sleep. 

Oh  that  thou  wouidest  hide  me  in  Sheol, 
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That  thou  wouldest  keep  me  secret,  until  thy  wrath  "be  past, 

That  thou  wouldest  appoint  we  a  set  time,  and  remember  me! 

If  a  man  die,  shall  lie  live  again? 

All  the  days  of  my  warfare  would  I  wit, 

Till  my  release  should  come. 

Thou  shouldest  call,  and  I  would  answer  thee: 

Thou  wouldest  have  a  desire  to  the  work  of  thine  hands. 

But  now  thou  numloerest  my  steps: 

Dost  thou  not  watch  over  my  sin? 

My  transgression  is  sealed  up  in  a  hag, 

And  thou  fastenest  up  mine  iniquity. 

And  surely  the  mountain  falling  cometh  to  nought, 

And  the  rock  is  removed  out  of  its  place; 

The  waters  wear  the  stones; 

The  overflowings  thereof  wash  away  the  dust  of  the  earth: 

And  thou  destroy est  the  hope  of  man. 

Thou  prevailest  for  ever  against  him,  and  he  passeth; 

Thou  changest  his  countenance,  and  sendest  him  away. 

His  sons  come  to  honour,  and  he  Jcnoweth  it  not; 

And  they  are  brought  low,  hut  he  ptrceiveth  it  not  of  than. 

But  his  flesh  upon  him  hath  pain, 

And  his  soul  within  him  mourneth. 

Pan  II 

ELIPHAZ  THE  TEMAMTE.  Should  a  "wise  man  make  answer  with  vain 

knowledge, 

And  jill  his  telly  with  the  east  wind? 
Should  he  reason  with  unprofitable  talk, 
Or  with  speeches  wherewith  he  can  do  no  good? 
Yea,  thou  doest  away  with  fear, 
And  restrainest  devotion  lefore  God. 
For  thine  iniquity  teacheth  thy  mouth, 
And  thou  choosest  the  tongue  of  the  crafty. 
Thine  own  mouth  condemneth  thee,  and  not  I; 
Yea,  thine  own  lips  testify  against  thee. 

[720] 
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Art  than  the  first  man  that  was  Bern? 
Or  wast  thon  ImwgKt  forth  before  the  hills? 
Hast  th&u  heard  the  secret  counsel  of  God? 
And  dost  thou  restrain  wisdom  to  thyselj? 
"What  knowest  thou,  that  we  know  not? 
What  understandest  thou,  which  is  not  in  us? 
With  us  are  loth  the  grayheaded  and  the  very  aged  men, 
Much  elder  than  thy  father. 
Are  the  consolations  of  God  too  small  for  thee, 
And  the  word  that  dealeth  gently  with  thee? 
MVhy  doth  thine  heart  carry  thee  away? 
And  why  do  thine  eyes  wink? 
That  thou  turnest  thy  spirit  against  God, 
And  lettest  such  words  go  out  of  thy  "mouth. 
WJuit  is  man,  that  he  should  lot  clean? 

And  he  which  is  horn  of  a  woman,  that  he  should  be  righteous? 
Behold,  he  putteth  no  trust  m  his  holy -ones; 
Yea,  the  heavens  are  not  clean  in  his  sight. 
How  much  less  one  that  is  abominable  and  corrupt, 
A  man  that  drink eth  iniquity  like  water! 
I  will  show  thee,  hear  thou  me; 
And  that  which  1  have  seen  I  will  declare 
(Which  wise  men  have  told 
From  their  fathers,  and  have  not  hid  it; 
Unto  whom  alone  the  land  was  given, 
And  no  stranger  passed  among  them)  : 
The  wicked  man  travaileth  with  pain  all  his  day 3, 
Even  the  number  of  years  that  are  laid  up  for  the  oppressor. 
A  sound  of  terrors  is  in  his  mrr$; 
In  prosperity  the  spoiler  shall  come  upon  him: 
He  believeth  not  that  he  shall  return  out  of  ddrkntss, 
And  he  is  waited  for  oftke,  sword: 
He  wandereth  alroad  for  "bread  9  saying,  ""Where  is  it?" 
lie  knoweth  that  the  day  of  darkness  is  te&&y  at  his  hand: 
Distress  and  angnisk  make  him  afraid; 
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€They  prevail  against  him,  as  a  'king  ready  to  the  battle: 

Because  he  hath  stretched  out  his  hand  against  God, 

And  behaveth  himself  proudly  against  the  Almighty; 

tie  runneth  upon  him  with  a  stiff  neck, 

With  the  thick  losses  of  his  bucklers: 

Because  he  hath  covered  his  face  with  his  fatness, 

And  made  collops  of  fat  on  his  flanks; 

And  he  hath  dwelt  in  desolate  cities, 

In  houses  which  no  man  inhabited, 

'Which  were  ready  to  become  heaps. 

tie  shall  not  he  rich,  neither  shall  his  substance  continue, 

Thither  shall  their  produce  tend  to  the  earth. 

He  shall  not  depart  out  of  darkness; 

The  flame  shall  dry  up  his  tranches, 

And  loy  the  breath  of  his  mouth  shall  he  go  away. 

Let  him  not  trust  in  vanity,  deceiving  himself: 

For  vanity  shall  te  his  recompense. 

It  shall  te  accomplished  before  his  lime, 

And  his  branch  shall  not  te  green. 

He  shall  shake  ojf  his  unripe  grape  as  the  vine, 

And  shall  cast  off  his  flower  as  the  olive. 

For  the  company  of  the  godless  shall  te  barren, 

And  fire  shall  consume  the  tents  of  bribery. 
;  They  conceive  mischief,  and  bring  forth  iniquity, 

And  their  belly  prepareth  deceit. 

JOB.  I  have  heard  many  such  things: 

Miseratle  comforters  are  ye  all. 

Shall  vain  words  have  an  end? 
,  Or  u>hat  provoketh  thee  that  thou  answeresi? 

I  also  could  speak  as  ye  do; 

If  your  soul  were  in  my  soul's  stead, 

I  could  join  words  together  against  you, 

And  shake  mine  head  at  you. 

But  I  would  strengthen  you  with  my  mouth, 

And  the  solace  of  my  lips  should  assuage  your  grief. 
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Though  I  speak,  my  grief  is  not  assuaged: 

And  though  I  forbear,  what  am  I  eased? 

But  wow  he  hath  made  me  weary: 

Thou  hast  made  desolate  all  my  company. 

And  thou  liast  laid  fast  hold  on  me,  which  is  a  witness  against  me: 

And  my  leanness  riseth  up  against  me,  it  testifieth  to  my  face. 

He  hath  torn  me  in  his  wrath,  and  persecuted  me; 

He  hath  gnashed  upon  me  with  his  teeth: 

Mine  adversary  sharpeneth  his  eyes  upon  me. 

They  have  gaped  upon  me  with  their  mouth  ; 

They  have  smitten  me  upon  the  cheek  reproachfully: 

They  gather  themselves  together  against  me. 

God  delivereth  me  to  the  ungodly, 

And  casteth  me  into  the  hands  of  the  wicked. 

I  was  at  ease,  and  he  broke  me  asunder; 

Yea,  he  hath  taken  me  by  the  neck,  and  dashed  me  to  pieces: 

lie  hath  also  set  me  up  for  his  mark. 

His  archers  compass  me  round  about, 

He  cleaveth  my  reins  asunder ,  and  doth  not  spare; 

Hepoureth  out  my  gal!  upon  the  ground. 

He  breaketh  me  with  breach  upon  breach; 

He  runneth  upon  me  like  a  giant. 

1  have  sewed  sackcloth  upon  my  skin, 

And  have  laid  my  horn  in  the  dust. 

My  face  is  foul  with  weeping, 

And  on  my  eyelids  is  the  shadow  of  death; 

Although  there  is  no  violence  in  mine  hands, 

And  my  prayer  is  pure. 

O  earth,  cover  not  thou  my  blood, 

And  let  my  cry  have  no  resting  place. 

Even  now,  behold,  my  witness  is  in  heaven, 

And  he  that  vouchethfor  me  is  on  high. 

My  friends  scorn  me: 

But  mine  eye  pour eth  out  tears  unto  God; 

That  he  would  maintain  the  right  of  a  man  with  God, 
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And  of  a  son  of  man  with  his  neighbour! 

For  when  a  few  years  arc  come, 

,1  shall  go  the  way  whence  I  shall  not  return. 


spirit  is  consumed,  my  days  are  extinft, 
The  grave  is  ready  for  me. 
Surely  there  are  mockers  ivith  me, 
And  mine  eye  abideth  in  their  provocation. 
Give  now  a  pledge,  he  surety  for  me  with  thyself; 
Who  is  there  that  will  strike  hands  with  me? 
For  thou  hast  hid  their  heart  from  understanding: 
Therefore  shalt  thou  not  exalt  them. 
He  that  denounceth  his  friends  for  a  prey, 
Even  the  eyes  of  his  children  shall  fail. 
He  hath  made  me  also  a  byword  of  the  people; 
And  I  am  become  an  open  abhorring. 
Mine  eye  also  is  dim  by  reason  of  sorrow, 
And  all  my  members  are  as  a  shadow. 
Upright  men  shall  be  astonished  at  this, 
And  the  innocent  shall  stir  up  himself  against  the  godless. 
Yet  shall  the  righteous  hold  on  his  way, 

And  he  that  hath  clean  hands  shall  wax  stronger  and  stronger. 
But  return  ye,  all  ofyou}  and  come  now: 
And  I  shall  not  find  a  wise  man  among  you. 
My  days  are  past,  my  purposes  are  broken  off, 
Even  the  thoughts  of  my  heart. 
They  change  the  night  into  day: 
"The  light,  "  say  they,  "is  near  unto  the  darkness.  " 
If  I  look  for  Sheol  as  mine  house; 
If  I  have  spread  my  couch  in  the  darkness; 
If  I  have  said  to  corruption,  "Thou  art  my  father!" 
To  the  worm,  "Thou  art  my  mother,  and  my  sister!" 
Where  then  is  my  hope? 
And  as  for  my  hope,  who  shall  see  it? 
It  shall  go  down  to  the  hars  of  Sheol, 
When  once  there  is  rest  in  the  dust. 


THE  BOOK  OF  JOB 

BILD AD  THE  SnuHiTE.  How  long  will  yc  lay  snares  for  words? 

Consider,  and  afterwards  we  will  speak. 

Wherefore  are  we  counted  as  beasts, 

And  are  become  unclean  in  your  sight? 

Thou  that  tearest  thyself  in  thine  anger, 

Shall  the  earth  be  forsaken  for  thee? 

Or  shall  the  rock  be  removed  out  of  its  place? 

Yea,  the  light  of  the  wicked  shall  be  put  out. 

And  the  spark  of  his  fire  shall  not  shine. 

The  light  shall  be  dark  in  his  tent, 

And  his  lamp  above  him  shall  be  put  out. 

The  steps  of  his  strength  shall  be  straitened, 

And  his  own  counsel  shall  cast  him  down. 

For  he  is  cast  into  a  net  by  his  own  feet, 

And  he  walketh  upon  the  toils. 

A  gin  shall  take  him  by  the  heel, 

And  a  snare  shall  lay  hold  on  him. 

A  noose  is  hid  for  him  in  the  ground, 

And  a  trap  for  him  in  the  way. 

Terrors  shall  make  him  afraid  on  every  sidcf 

And  shall  chase  him  at  his  heels. 

His  strength  shall  be  hungerbitten, 

And  calamity  shall  be  ready  for  his  halting. 

It  shall  devour  the  members  of  his  body, 

Yea,  the  firstborn  of  death  shall  devour  his  members. 

He  shall  be  rooted  out  of  his  tent  wherein  he  trusteth; 

And  he  shall  be  brought  to  the  king  of  terrors. 

There  shall  dwell  in  his  tent  that  which  is  none  of  his: 

Brimstone  shall  be  scattered  upon  his  habitation. 

His  roots  shall  be  dried  up  beneath, 

And  above  shall  his  branch  be  cut  off. 

His  remembrance  shall  perish  from  the  earth3 

And  he  shall  have  no  name  in  the  street. 

He  shall  be  driven  from  light  into  darkness, 

And  chased  out  of  the  world. 

He  shall  have  neither  son  nor  son's  son  among  his  people, 
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Npr  any  remaining  where  he  sojourned. 

They  that  come  after  shall  be  astonished  at  his  day> 

As  they  that  went  lefore  were  affrighted. 

Surely  such  are  the  dwellings  of  the  unrighteous, 

And  this  is  the  place  of  him  that  knoweth  not  God. 

JOB.  How  long  will  ye  vex  my  soul, 

And  break  me  in  pieces  with  words? 

Tkese  ten  times  have  ye  reproached  me: 

Ye  are  not  ashamed  that  ye  deal  hardly  with  me. 

And  le  it  indeed  that  I  have  erred, 

Mine  error  remaincth  with  myself. 

If  indeed  ye  will  magnify  yourselves  against  me, 

And  plead  against  me  my  reproach: 

Know  now  that  God  hath  subverted  me  in  my  cause, 

And  hath  compassed  me  with  his  net. 

Behold,  I  cry  out  of  wrong,  lut  I  am  not  heard: 

I  cry  for  help,  lout  there  is  no  judgment. 

He  hath  fenced  up  my  way  that  I  cannot  pass. 

And  hath  set  darkness  in  my  paths. 

He  hath  stripped  me  of  my  glory, 

And  taken  the  crown  from  my  head. 

He  hath  broken  me  down  on  every  side,  and  I  am  gone: 

And  mine  hope  hath  he  plucked  up  like  a  tree. 

He  hath  also  kindled  his  wrath  against  me. 

And  he  counteth  me  unto  him  as  one  of  his  adversaries. 

His  troops  come  on  together,  and  cast  up  their  way  against  mct 

And  encamp  round  about  my  tent. 

He  hath  put  my  brethren  far  from  me, 

And  mine  acquaintance  are  wholly  estranged  from  me. 

My  kinsfolk  have  failed, 

And  my  familiar  friends  kave/orgotten  me. 

They  that  dwell  in  mine  house,  and  my  maids,  count  me  for  a  stranger: 

I  am  an  alien  in  their  sight 

I  call  unto  my  servant,  and  he  giveth  me  no  answer, 

Though  I  intreat  him  with  my  mouth. 

My  breath  is  strange  to  my  wife, 


THE  BOOK  OF  JOB 

And  my  supplication  to  the  children  of  my  mother's  womb. 

Even  young  children  despise  me; 

If  I  arise,  they  speak  against  me. 

All  my  inward  friends  abhor  me: 

And  they  whom  I  loved  are  turned  against  me. 

My  lone  cleaveth  to  my  skin*  and  to  my  flesh, 

And  I  am  escaped  with  the  skin  of  my  teeth. 

Have  pity  upon  me,  have  pity  upon  me,  0  ye  my  friends; 

For  the  hand  of  God  hath  touched  me. 

Why  do  ye  persecute  me  as  God, 

And  are  not  satisfied  with  my  flesh? 

Oh  that  my  words  were  now  written! 

Oh  that  they  were  inscribed  in  a  look! 

That  with  an  iron  pen  and  lead 

They  were  graven  in  the  rock  for  ever! 

But  I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth, 

And  that  he  shall  stand  up  at  the  last  upon  the  earth: 

And  after  my  skin  hath  been  thus  destroyed, 

Yet  from  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God; 

Whom  I  shall  see  for  myself, 

And  mine  eyes  shall  lehold,  and  not  another. 

My  reins  are  consumed  within  me. 

If  ye  say,  "How  we  will  persecute  him!" 

Seeing  that  the  root  of  the  matter  is  found  in  me; 

Be  ye  afraid  of  the  sword: 

For  wrath  Iringeth  the  punishments  of  the  sword, 

That  ye  may  know  there  is  a  judgment. 

ZOPHAR  THE  NAAMATHITE.  Therefore  do  my  thoughts  give  answer  to  me, 

Even  ly  reason  of  my  haste  that  is  in  me. 

I  have  heard  the  reproof  which  putteth  me  to  shame, 

And  the  spirit  of  my  understanding  answer eth  me. 

Knowest  thou  not  this  of  old  time, 

Since  man  was  placed  upon  earth. 

That  the  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  short, 

And  the  joy  of  the  godless  but  for  a  moment? 

Though  his  excellency  mount  up  to  the  heavens, 

[7*7] 


THE  BOOK  OF  JOB 

And  his  head  reach  unto  the  clouds; 

Yet  he  shall  perish  for  ever  like  his  own  dung: 

They  which  have  seen  him  shall  say,  "Where  is  he?" 

He  shall  fly  away  as  a  dream,  and  shall  not  be  found: 

Yea,  he  shall  te  chased  away  as  a  vision  of  the  night. 

The  eye  which  saw  him  shall  see  him  no  more; 

T^either  shall  his  place  any  more  behold  him. 

His  children  shall  seek  the  favour  of  the  poor, 

And  his  hands  shall  give  back  his  wealth. 

His  tones  are  full  of  his  youth, 

But  it  shall  lie  down  with  him  in  the  dust, 

Though  wickedness  fee  street  in  his  mouth, 

Though  he  hide  it  under  his  tongue; 

Though  he  spare  it,  and  will  not  let  it  go, 

But  keep  it  still  within  his  mouth; 

Yet  his  meat  in  his  towels  is  turned, 

It  is  the  gall  of  asps  within  him. 

He  hath  swallowe d  down  riches,  and,  he  shall  vomit  them  up  again.: 

God  shall  cast  them  out  of  his  telly. 

He  shall  suck  the  poison  of  asps: 

The  viper's  tongue  shall  slay  him. 

He  shall  not  look  upon  the  risers, 

The  flowing  streams  of  honey  and  Butter. 

That  which  he  laboured  for  shall  he  restore,  and  shall  not  swallow  it1 

down; 

According  to  the  sutstan.ce  that  he  hath, gotten^  he  shall  not  rejoice. 
For  he  hath  oppressed  and  forsaken  the  poor; 
He.  hath  wokntly  taken  away  a  house,  and  he  shall  not  build  it  up. 
Because  he  knew  no  quietness  within  him, 
He  shall  not  save  aught  of  that  wherein  he  delighteth. 
There  was  nothing  left  that  he  devoured  not; 
Therefore  his  prosperity  shall  not  endure. 
In  the  fulness  of  his  sufficiency  he  shall  te  in  straits: 
The  hand  of  every  one  that  is  in  misery  shall  come  upon  him. 
When  he  is  atout  to  jill  his  telly, 
God  shall  cast  the  fierceness -of  his;  wrath  i=if  on  him, 


THE  BOOK  OF  JOB 

And  shall  rain  it  upon  him  while  he  is  eating. 

He  shall  flee  from  the  iron  weapon, 

And  the  l>ow  of  hrass  shall  strike  him  through. 

He  draweth  it  forth.,  and  it  cometh  out  of  his  body: 

Yea,  the  glittering  point  cometh  out  of  his  gall; 

Terrors  are  upon  him. 

All  darkness  is  laid  up  for  his  treasures: 

A.  fire  not  hloivn  by  man  shall  devour  him; 

It  shall  consume  that  which  is  left  in  his  tent. 

The  heavens  shall  reveal  his  iniquity, 

And  the  earth  shall  rise  up  against  him. 

The  increase  of  his  house,  shall  depart, 

His  goods  shall  flow  away  in  the  day  of  his  vurath. 

This  is  the  portion  of  a  -wicked  man  from  God, 

And  the  heritage  appointed  unto  him  }}y  God. 

JOK.  Hear  diligently  my  speech; 

And  let  this  fee  your  consolations. 

Suffer  me,  and  I  also  will  speak; 

And  after  that  I  h-ave  spoken,  mock  on. 

As  for  me,  is  my  complaint  to  man? 

And  why  should  I  not  Toe  impatient? 

Marie  me,  and  he  astonished, 

And  lay  your  hand  upon  your  mo^lth. 

Even  when  I  remember  I  am  troubled, 

And  horror  taketh  hold  on  my  flesh. 

Wherefore  do  the  wicked  live, 

Become  old,  yea,  -wax  mighty  in  power? 

Tlieir  seed  is  established  with  them  in  their  sight  y 

And  their  offspring  fee/ore  tkeir  eyes. 

Their  houses  are  safe  from  fear, 

J^either  is  the  rod  of  God  upon  them. 

Their  hull  gendereth,  and  faileth  not; 

Their  cow  calveth,  and  casteth  not  her  calf. 

They  send  forth  their  little, ones  like  a  flock, 

And  their  children  dance. 

They  sing  to  the  timbrel  and  harp* 
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And  rejoice  at  the  sound  of  the -pipe. 

They  spend  their  days  in  prosperity, 

And  in  a  moment  they  go  down  to  Sheol. 

Yet  they  said  unto  God,  "Depart  from  us! 

For  we  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways. 

What  is  the  Almighty,  that  we  should  serve  him? 

And  what  profit  should  we  have,  if  we  pray  unto  him?" 

ELIPHAZ  THE  TEMANITE.  Lo,  their  prosperity  is  not  in  their  hand: 

The  counsel  of  the  wicked  is  far  from  me. 

JOB.  How  oft  is  it  that  the  lamp  of  the  wicked  is  put  out? 

That  their  calamity  cometh  upon  them? 

That  God  distributeth  sorrow  in  his  anger? 

That  they  are  as  stubUe  before  the  wind, 

And  as  chaff  that  the  storm  carrieth  away? 

BILDAD  THE  SnuHiTE.  God  layeth  up  his  iniquity  for  his  children. 

JOB.  Let  him  recompense  it  unto  himself,  that  he  may  know  it. 

Let  his  own  eyes  see  his  destrudion} 

And  let  him  drink  of  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty. 

For  what  pleasure  hath  he  in  his  house  after  him, 

When  the  number  of  his  months  is  cut  off  in  the  midst? 

ZOPHAR  THE  NAAMATHITE.  Shall  any  teach  God  knowledge? 

Seeing  he  judgeth  those  that  are  high. 

JOB.  One  dieth  in  his  full  strength, 

Being  wholly  at  ease  and  quiet: 

His  Ir  easts  are  full  of  milk. 

And  the  marrow  of  his  hones  is  moistened. 

And  another  dieth  in  Ktterness  of  soul, 

And  never  tasteth  of  good. 

They  lie  down  alike  in  the  dust, 

And  the  worm  cover eth  them. 

Behold,  I  know  your  thoughts,  - 

And  the  devices  which  ye  wrongfully  imagine  against  me. 

For  ye  say,  ''Where  is,  the  house  of  the  prince? 

And  where  is  the  tent  wherein  the  wicked  dwelt?" 

Have  ye  not  asked  them  that  go  ly  the  way? 

And  do  ye  not  know  their  tokens? 
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That  the  evil  man  is  reserved  to  the  day  of  calamity? 

That  they  are  led  forth  to  the  day  of  wrath? 

Wko  shall  declare  his  way  to  his  face? 

And  who  shall  repay  him  what  he  hath  done? 

Yet  shall  he  be  borne  to  the  grave, 

And  shall  keep  watch  over  the  tomb. 

The  clods  of  the  valley  shall  be  sweet  unto  him, 

And  all  men  shall  draw  after  him, 

As  there  were  innumerable  before  him. 

H.OW  then  comfort  ye  me  in  vain, 

Seeing  in  your  answers  there  remaineth  only  falsehood? 

Part  III 

ELIPHAZ  THE  TEMANITE.  Can  a  man  he  profitable  unto  God? 

Surely  he  that  is  wise  is  profitable  unto  himself. 

Is  it  any  pleasure  to  the  Almighty,  that  thou  art  righteous? 

Or  is  it  gain  to  him,  that  thou  makest  thy  ways  perfect? 

Is*  it  for  thy  fear  of  him  that  he  reproveth  thee} 

That  he  enter eth  with  thee  into  judgment? 

Is  not  thy  ivickedness  great? 

^either  is  there  any  end  to  thine  iniquities. 

For  thou  hast  taken  pledges  of  thy  brother  for  nought, 

And  stripped  the  naked  of  their  clothing. 

Thou  hast  not  given  water  to  the  weary  to  drink, 

And  thou  hast  withheld  l)read  from  the  hungry. 

But  as  for  the  mighty  man,  he  had  the  earth; 

And  the  honourable  man,  he  dwelt  in  it. 

Thou  hast  sent  widows  away  empty, 

And  the  arms  of  the  fatherless  have  been  broken. 

Therefore  snares  are  round  about  thee, 

And  sudden  fear  troubleth  thee, 

Or  darkness,  that  thou  canst  not  see, 

And  abundance  of  waters  cover  thee. 

Is  not  God  in  the  height  of  heaven? 

And  behold  the  height  of  the  stars,  how  high  they  are! 

And  thou  sayest,  "What  doth  God  know? 
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Can  lie  judge  through  the  thick  darkness?" 

Thick  clouds  arc  a  covering  to  him,  that  he  seeth  not;  - 

And  lie  walketh  in  the  circuit  of  heaven. 

Wilt  thou  keep  the  old  way 

Which  wicked  men  have  trodden? 

Who  were  snatched  away  before  their  time, 

Whose  foundation  was  poured  out  as  a  stream: 

Who  said  unto  God,  "Depart  from  us!" 

And,  " What  can  the  Almighty  do  for  us?" 

Yet  he  filled  their  houses  with  good  things: 

But  the  counsel  of  the  wicked  is  far  from  me. 

The  righteous  see  it,  and  are  glad; 

And  the  innocent  laugh  them  to  scorn: 

Saying,  "Surely  they  that  did  rise  up  against  us  are  cut  ojj*, 

And  the  remnant  of  them  the  fire  hath  consumed. " 

Acquaint  now  thyself  with  him,  and  he  at  peace: 

Thereby  good  shall  come  unto  thee. 

Receive,  I  fray  thee,  the  law  from  his  mouth, 

And  lay  up  his  words  in  thine  heart. 

If  thou  return  to  the  Almighty,  thou  shalt  le  built  up; 

If  thou  put  away  unrighteousness  far  from  thy  tents. 

And  lay  thou  thy  treasure  in  the  dust, 

And  the  gold  of  Ophir  among  the  stones  of  the  brooks; 

And  the  Almighty  shall  fee  thy  treasure, 

And  precious  silver  unto  thee. 

For  then  shalt  thou  delight  thyself  in  the  Almighty , 

And  shalt  lift  up  thy  face  unto  God. 

Thou  shalt  make  thy  prayer  unto  him,  and  he  shall  hear  thee; 

And  thou  shalt  $ay  thy  vows. 

Thou  shalt  also  decree  a  thing,  and  it  shall  le  established  unto  thee; 

And  light  shall  shine  upon  thy  ways. 

When  they  cast  thee  down,  thou  shalt  say,  "There  is  lifting  up" ; 

And  the  humble  person  he  shall  save. 

He  shall  deliver  even  him  that  is  not  innocent; 

Yea,  he  shall  le  delivered  through  the  cleanness,  of  thine  hands. 

JOB.  Even  to-day  is  my  complaint  rebellious; 
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My  stroke  is  heavier  than  my  groaning. 

Oh  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him, 

That  I  might  come  even  to  his  seat! 

I  would  order  my  cause  Before  him, 

And  fill  my  mouth  with  arguments. 

I  would  know  the  words  which  he  would  answer  me, 

And  understand  what  he  would  say  unto  me. 

Would  he  contend  with  me  in  the- greatness  of  his  power? 

N#y;  lout  he  would  give  heed  unto  me. 

There  the  upright  might  reason  with  him; 

So  should  I  le  delivered  for  ever  from  my  judge. 

Behold,  I  go  forward,  lut  he  is  not  there; 

And  backward,  lut  I  cannot  perceive  him: 

On  the  left  hand,  when  he  doth  work,  lut  I  cannot  lehold  him: 

He  hideth  himself  on  the  right  hand,  that  I  cannot  see  him. 

"But  he  knoweth  the  way  that  I  take; 

When  he  hath  tried  me,  I  shall  come  forth  as  gold. 

My  foot  hath  held  fast  to  his  steps; 

His  way  have  I  kept,  and  turned  not  aside. 

I  have  not  gone  back  from  the  commandment  of  his  lips; 

1  have  treasured  up  the  words  of  his  mouth  more  than  my  necessary  food. 

But  he  is  in  one  mind,  and  who  can  turn  him? 

And  what  his  soul  desireth,  even  that  he  doeth. 

For  he  performeth  that  which  is  appointed  for  me: 

And  many  such  things  are  with  him. 

Therefore  am  I  troubled  at  his  presence; 

When  I  consider,  I  am  afraid  of  him. 

For  God  hath  made  my  heart  faint, 

And  the  Almighty  hath  troubled  me: 

Because  I  was  not  cut  ojff  be/ore  the  darkness, 

Neither  did  he  cover  the  thick  darkness  from  my  face. 

Why  are  times  not  laid  up  ly  the  Almighty? 
And  why  do  not  they  which  know  him  see  his  days? 
There  arc  that  remove  the  landmarks; 
They  violently  take  away  flocks,  and  feed  them. 
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They  drive  away  the  ass  of  the  fatherless, 

They  take  the  widow's  ox  for  a  pledge. 

They  turn  the  needy  out  of  the  way: 

The  poor  of  the  earth  hide  themselves  together. 

Behold,  as  wild  asses  in  the  desert 

They  go  forth  to  their  work,  seeking  diligently  for  meat; 

The  wilderness  yieldeth  them  food  for  their  children. 

They  cut  their  provender  in  the  field; 

And  they  glean  the  vintage  of  the  wicked. 

They  lie  all  night  naked  without  clothing, 

And  have  no  covering  in  the  cold. 

They  are  wet  with  the  showers  of  the  mountains, 

And  embrace  the  rock  for  want  of  a  shelter. 

There  are  that  pluck  the  fatherless  from  the  Ireast, 

And  take  a  pledge  of  the  poor: 

So  that  they  go  about  naked  without  clothing, 

And  leing  a-hungered  they  carry  the  sheaves; 

They  make  oil  within  the  walls  of  these  men; 

They  tread  their  winepresses,  and  suffer  thirst 

From  out  of  the  populous  city  men  groan, 

And  the  soul  of  the  wounded  crieth  out: 

Yet  God  imputeth  it  not  for  folly. 

These  are  of  them  that  rebel  against  the  light; 

They  know  not  the  ways  thereof, 

JS[or  abide  in  the  paths  thereof. 

The  murderer  riseth  with  the  light,  he  killcth  the  poor  and  needy; 

And  in  the  night  he  is  as  a  thief. 

The  eye  also  of  the  adulterer  waitethfor  the  twilight, 

Saying,  TSfp  eye  shall  see  me' : 

And  he  disguiseth  his  face. 

In  the  dark  they  dig  through  houses: 

They  shut  themselves  up  in  the  daytime; 

They  know  not  the  light. 

For  the  morning  is  to  all  of  them  as  the  shadow  of  death; 

For  they  know  the  terrors  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

He  is  swift  upon  the  face  of  the  waters; 
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Their  portion  is  cursed  in  the  earth: 

He  turneth  not  ly  the  way  of  the  vineyards. 

Drought  and  heat  consume  the  snow  waters: 

So  doth  Sheol  those  which  have  sinned. 

The  womb  shall  forget  him;  the  worm  shall  feed  sweetly  on  him; 

He  shall  })e  no  more  remembered: 

And  unrighteousness  shall  he  Broken  as  a  tree. 

He  devour eth  the  barren  that  leareth  not; 

And  doeth  not  good  to  the  widow. 

He  draweth  away  the  mighty  also  Toy  his  power: 

He  riseth  up,  and  no  man  is  sure  of  life. 

God  giveth  them  to  be  in  security,  and  they  rest  thereon; 

And  his  eyes  are  upon  their  ways. 

They  are  exalted;  yet  a  little  while,  and  they  are  gone; 

Yea,  they  are  Irought  low,  they  are  taken  out  of  the  way  as  all  other, 

And  are  cut  off  as  the  tops  of  the  ears  of  corn. 

And  if  it  he  not  so  now,  who  will  prove  me  a  liar, 

And  make  my  speech  nothing  worth? 

BIUDAD  THE  SnuHiTE.  Dominion  and  fear  are  with  him; 

He  maketh  peace  in  his  high  places. 

Is  there  any  number  of  his  armies? 

And  upon  whom  doth  not  his  light  arise? 

How  then  can  man  be  just  with  God? 

Or  how  can  he  he  dean  that  is  born  of  a  woman? 

Behold,  even  the  moon  hath  no  brightness, 

And  the  stars  are  not  pure  in  his  sight: 

How  much  less  man,  that  is  a  worm! 

And  the  son  of  man,  which  is  a  worm! 

Sheol  is  naked  before  him, 

And  Aladdon  hath  no  covering. 

He  stretcheth  out  the  north  over  empty  space, 

And  hangeth  the  earth  upon  nothing. 

He  l}indeth  up  the  waters  in  his  thick  clouds; 

And  the  cloud  is  not  rent  under  them. 

He  closeth  in  the  face  of  his  throne, 

And  spreadeth  his  cloud  upon  it. 
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He  hath  described  a  boundary  upon  the  face  of  the  waters, 
Unto  the  confines  of  light  and  darkness. 
The  pillars  of  heaven  tremble 
And  are  astonished  at  his  rebuke. 
He  stirreth  up  the  sea  with  his  power, 
And  ly  his  understanding  he  smiteth  through  R.ahab. 
By  his  spirit  the  heavens  are  garnished; 
His  hand  hath  pierced  the  swift  serpent. 
Lo,  these  are  lut  the  outskirts  of  his  ways: 
And  how  small  a  whisper  do  we  hear  of  him! 
But  the  thunder  of  his  power  who  can  understand? 
JOB.  How  hast  thou  helped  him  that  is  without  power! 
How  hast  thou  saved  the  arm  that  hath  no  strength! 
How  hast  thou  counselled  him  that  hath  no  wisdom^ 
And  plentifully  declared  Sound  knowledge! 
To  whom  hast  thou  uttered  words? 
And  whose  spirit  came  forth  from  thee? 
They  that  are  deceased  tremble 
Beneath  the  waters  and  the  inhabitants  thereof. 
As  God  liveth,  who  hath  taken  away  my  right; 
And  the  Almighty,  who  hath  vexed  my  soul 
(For  my  life  is  yet  whole  in  me, 
And  the  spirit  of  God  is  in  my  nostrils)  ; 
Surely  my  lips  shall  not  speak  unrighteousness, 
Neither  shall  my  tongue  utter  deceit. 
Godforlid  that  1  should  justify  you: 
Till  I  die  I  will  not  put  away  mine  integrity  from  me. 
My  righteousness  I  holdfast,  and  will  not  let  it  go: 
My  heart  shall  not  reproach  me  so  long  as  I  live. 
ZOPHAR  THE  NAAMATHITE.  Let  mine  enemy  le  as  the  wicked, 
And  let  him  that  riseth  up  against  me  Toe  as  the  unrighteous. 
For  what  is  the  hope  of  the  godless,  though  he  get  him  gain, 
When  God  taketh  away  his  soul? 
Will  God  hear  his  cry, 
When  trouble  cometh  upon  him? 
Will  he  delight  himself  in  the  Almighty  y 
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And  call  upon  God  at  all  times? 

I  will  teach  you  concerning  the  hand  of  God; 

That  which  is  with  the  Almighty  will  I  not  conceal. 

Behold }  all  ye  yourselves  have  seen  it; 

Why  then  are  ye  become  altogether  vain? 

This  is  the  portion  of  a  wicked  man  with  God, 

And  the  heritage  of  oppressors,  which  they  receive  from  the  Almighty. 

If  his  children  le  multiplied,  it  is  for  the  sword; 

And  his  offspring  shall  not  lot  satisfied  with  bread. 

Those  that  remain  of  him  shall  le  luried  in  death, 

And  his  widows  shall  make  no  lamentation. 

Though  he  heap  up  silver  as  the  dust, 

And  prepare  raiment  as  the  clay; 

He  may  prepare  it,  hut  the  just  shall  put  it  on, 

And  the  innocent  shall  divide  the  silver. 

He  Ituildcth  his  house  as  the  moth} 

And  as  a  looth  which  the  keeper  maketh. 

He  lieth  down  rich,  but  he  shall  not  lot  gathered; 

He  openeth  his  eyes,  and  he  is  not. 

Terrors  overtake  him  like  waters; 

A  tempest  stealeth  him  away  in  the  night. 

The  east  wind  carrieth  him  away,  and  he  departeth; 

And  it  sweepeth  him  out  of  his  place. 

For  God  shall  hurl  at  him,  and  not  spare: 

He  would  fain  flee  out  of  his  hand. 

Men  shall  clap  their  hands  at  him, 

And  shall  hiss  him  out  of  his  place. 

Surely  there  is  a  mine  for  silver, 

And  a  place  for  gold  which  they  refine. 

Iron  is  taken  out  of  the  earth, 

And  trass  is  molten  out  of  the  stone. 

Man  setteth  an  end  to  darkness, 

And  searcheth  out  to  the  furthest  hound 

The  stones  of  thick  darkness  and  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

He  })reaketh  open  a  shaft  away  from  where  men  sojourn; 
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They  are  forgotten  of  the  foot  that  passeth  by; 
They  hang  afar  from  men,  they  swing  to  and  fro. 
As  for  the  earth,  out  of  it  cometh  bread: 
And  underneath  it  is  turned  up  as  it  were  by  fire* 
The  stones  thereof  are  the  place  of  sapphires, 
And  it  hath  dust  of  gold. 
That  path  no  bird  of  prey  knowcth, 
Neither  hath  the  falcon's  eye  seen  it: 
The  proud  beasts  have  not  trodden  it, 
l^lpr  hath  the  fierce  lion  passed  thereby. 
He  putteth  forth  his  hand  upon  the  flinty  rock; 
He  overturneth  the  mountains  by  the  roots. 
He  cutteth  out  channels  among  the  rocks; 
And  his  eye  seeth  every  precious  thing. 
He  bindeth  the  streams  that  they  trickle  not; 
And  the  thing  that  is  hid  bringeth  he  forth  to  light. 
But  where  shall  ivisdom  be  found? 
And  where  is  the  place  of  understanding? 
Man  knoweth  not  the* price  thereof; 
Nicithcr  is  it  found  in  the  land  of  the  living. 
The  deep  saith,  "It  is  not  in  me" : 
And  the  sea  saith,  "It  is  not  with  me. " 
It  cannot  be  gotten  for  gold, 

Neither  shall  silver  be  weighed  for  the  price  thereof. 
It  cannot  be  valued  with  the  gold  ofQphir, 
VV^ith  the  precious  onyx,  or  the  sapphire. 
Gold  and  glass  cannot  equal  it: 

Neither  shall  the  exchange  thereof  be  jewels  of  fine  gold. 
]\io  mention  shall  be  made  of  coral  or  of  crystal; 
Yea,  the  price  of  wisdom  is  above  rubies. 
-  The  topaz  of  Ethiopia  shall  not  equal  it, 
7\[eitker  shall  it  be  valued  with  pure  gold. 
Whence  then  cometh  wisdom? 
And  where  is  the  place  of  understanding? 
Seeing  it  is  hid  from  the  eyes  of  all  living, 
And  kept  close  from  the  fowls  of  the  air. 
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Destruction  and  Death  say, 

"We  have  heard  a  rumour  thereof  with  our  ears. 

God  understandeth  the  way  thereof, 

And  lie  knoiveth  the  place  thereof. 

For  he  loolzeth  to  the  ends  of  the  earth, 

And  seeth  under  the  whole  heaven; 

To  make  a  weight  for  the  wind; 

Yea,  he  meteth  oitt  the  waters  })y  measure. 

~When  he  made  a  decree  for  the  rain, 

And  a  way  for  the  lightning  of  the  thunder: 

Then  did  he  see  it,  and  declare  it; 

tie  established  it,  yea,  and  searched  it  out. 

And  unto  man  he  said, 

"Behold,  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is  wisdom; 

And  to  depart  from  evil  is  understanding. " 

JOB.  Oh  that  I  were  as  in  the  months  of  old, 

As  in  the  days  when  God  watched  over  me; 

When  his  lamp  shined  upon  my  head, 

And  hy  his  light  I  ^ualked  through  darkness; 

As  I  was  in  the  ripeness  of  my  days, 

When  the  secret  of  God  was  upon  my  tent; 

*Whcn  the  Almighty  was  yet  with  me, 

And  my  children  were  abo^ut  me; 

^When  my  steps  were  washed  with  butter, 

And  the  rock  -poured  me  out  rivers  of  oil! 

When  I  went  forth  to  the  gate  unto  the  city, 

\Vhen  I  prepared  my  seat  in  the-  street, 

The  young  men  saw  me  and  hid  themselves, 

And  the  aged  rose  up  and  stood; 

The  princes  refrained  talking, 

And  laid  their  hand  on  their  mouth; 

The  voice  of  the  nobles  was  hushed, 

And  their  tongue  cleaved  to  the  roof  of  their  mouth. 

For  when  the  ear  heard  me,  then  it  blessed  me; 

And  when  the  eye  saw  me,  it  gave  witness  unto  me: 

Because  I  delivered  the  poor  that  cried, 
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The  fatherless  also,  that  had  none  to  help  him. 

The  blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  perish  came  upon  me: 

And  I  caused  the  widow's  heart  to  sing  for  joy. 

I  put  on  righteousness,  and  it  clothed  me: 

My  justice  was  as  a  role  and  a  diadem. 

I  mis  eyes  to  the  Hind, 

And  feet  u>as  I  to  the  lame. 

I  was  a  father  to  the  needy: 

And  the  cause  of  him  that  I  knew  not  I  searched  out. 

And  I  broke  the  jaws  of  the  unrighteous, 

And  plucked  the  prey  out  of  his  teeth. 

Then' I  said,  "I  shall  die  in  my  nest, 

And  I  shall  multiply  my  days  as  the  sand: 

My  root  is  spread  out  to  the  waters, 

And  the  dew  lieth  all  night  upon  my  branch: 

My  glory  is  fresh  in  me, 

And  my  low  is  renewed  in  my  hand. " 

Unto  me  men  gave  ear,  and  waited, 

And  kept  silence  for  my  counsel. 

After  my  u>ords  they  spoke  not  again; 

And  my  speech  dropped  upon  them. 

And  they  waited  for  me  as  for  the  rain; 

And  they  opened  their  mouth  wide  as  for  the  latter  rain. 

If  I  laughed  on  them,  they  believed  it  not; 

And  the  light  of  my  countenance  they  cast  not  down. 

I  chose  out  their  way,  and  sat  as  chief, 

And  dwelt  as  a  king  in  the  army, 

As  one  that  comforteth  the  mourners. 

But  now  they  that  are  younger  than  I  have  me  in  derision, 

Whose  fathers  I  disdained  to  set  with  the  dogs  of  my  flock. 

Yea,  the  strength  of  their  hands,  whereto  should  it  profit  me? 

Men  in  whom  ripe  age  is  perished. 

They  are  gaunt  with  want  and  famine; 

They  gnaw  the  dry  ground,  in  thegloow  of  wasteness  and  desolation. 

They  pluck  salt-wort  by  the  bushes; 
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An d  the  roots  of  the  hroom  are  their  -meat. 

*They  are  driven  forth  from  the  midst  of  men; 

They  cry  after  them  as  after  a  thief. 

In  the  clefts  of  the  valleys  must  they  dwell, 

In  holes  of  the  earth  and  of  the  rocks. 

Among  the  hushes  they  hray; 

Under  the  nettles  they  are  gathered  together. 

They  are  children  of  fools,  yea,  children  ofhase  men; 

*They  were  scourged  out  of  the  land. 

And  now  I  am  become  their  song, 

Yea,  I  am  a  byword  unto  them. 

They  abhor  me,  they  stand  aloof  from  me, 

And  spare  not  to  spit  in  my  face. 

For  he  hath  loosed  his  cord,  and  afflicted  me, 

And  they  have  cast  off  the  loridle  before  me. 

Upon  my  right  hand  rise  the  rabble; 

They  thrust  aside  my  feet, 

And  they  cast  up  against  me  their  ways  of  destruction. 

They  mar  my  path, 

They  set  forward  my  calamity, 

Even  men  that  have  no  helper. 

As  through  a  wide  hreach  they  come: 

In  the  midst  of  the  ruin  they  roll  themselves  upon  me. 

Terrors  are  turned  upon  me, 

They  chase  mine  honour  as  the  wind; 

And  my  welfare  is  passed  away  as  a  cloud. 

And  now  my  soul  is  poured  out  within  me; 

Days  of  affliction  have  taken  hold  upon  me. 

In  the  night  season  my  hones  are  pierced  in  me, 

And  the  pains  that  gnaw  me  take  no  rest. 

By  the  great  force  of  my  disease  is  my  garment  disfigured: 

It  hindeth  me  about  as  the  collar  of  my  coat. 

He  hath  cast  me  into  the  mire, 

And  I  am  become  like  dust  and  ashes. 

I  cry  unto  thce,  and  thou  dost  not  answer  me: 

I  stand  up,  and  thou  loosest  at  me. 
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Thou  art  turned  to  be  crud  to  me: 

With  the  might  of  thy  hand  thou  persecutest  me. 

Thou  liftest  me  up  to  the  wind,  thou  causest  me  to  ride  upon  it; 

And  thou  dissolvest  me  in  the  storm. 

For  I  know  that  thou  wilt  bring  me  to  death, 

And  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  living. 

Surely  against  a  ruinous  heap  he  will  not  put  forth  his  hand; 

Though  it  be  in  his  destruction,  one  may  utter  a  cry  because  of  these 

things. 

Did  not  I  weep  for  him  that  was  in  trouble? 
Was  not  my  soul  grieved  for  the  needy? 
When  I  looked  for  good,  then  evil  came; 
And  when  I  waited  for  light,  there  came  darkness. 
My  bowels  boil,  and  rest  not; 
Days  of  affliction  are  come  upon  me. 
I  go  mourning  without  the  sun: 
I  stand  up  in  the  assembly,  and  cry  for  help. 
I  am  a  brother  to  jackals, 
And  a  companion  to  ostriches. 
My  shin  is  Hack,  and  falleth  from  me, 
And  my  bones  are  burned  with  heat. 
Therefore  is  my  harp  turned  to  mourning, 
And  my  pipe  into  the  voice  of  them  that  weep. 

I  made  a  covenant  with  mine  eyes; 
How  then  should  I  look  upon  a  maid? 
For  what  is  the  portion  of  God  from  above, 
And  the  heritage  of  the  Almighty  from  on  high? 
Is  it  not  calamity  to  the  unrighteoiis, 
And  disaster  to  the  workers  of  iniquity? 
Doth  not  he  see  my  ways, 
And  number  all  my  steps? 
If  I  have  walked  with  vanity, 
And  my  foot  hath  hastened  to  deceit 
(Let  me  be  weighed  in  an  even  balance, 
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That  God  may  'know  -mine  integrity)  ; 

If  my  step  hath  turned  out  of  the  way, 

And  mine  heart  walked  after  mine  eyes, 

And  if  any  spot  hath  cleaved  to  mine  hands: 

Then  let  me  sow,  and  let  another  eat; 

Yea,  let  the  produce  of  my  field  he  rooted  out. 

If  mine  heart  have  loeen  enticed  unto  a  woman, 

And  I  have  laid  wait  at  my  neighbour's  door: 

Then  let  my  wife  grind  unto  another, 

And  let  others  how  down  upon  her. 

For  that  were  a  heinous  crime; 

Yea,  it  were  an  iniquity  to  l>e  punished  hy  the  judges: 

For  it  is  afire  that  consumeth  unto  Destruction, 

And  would  root  out  all  mine  increase. 

If  I  did  despise  the  cause  of  my  manservant  or  of  my  maidservant, 

\Vhen  they  contended  with  me: 

Wkat  then  shall  I  do  when  God  riseth  up? 

And  when  he  visiteth,  what  shall  I  answer  him? 

Did  not  he  that  made  me  in  the  womb  make  him? 

And  did  not  one  fashion  us  in  the  womb? 

If  I  have  withheld  the  poor  from  their  desire, 

Or  have  caused  the  eyes  of  the  widow  to  fail; 

Or  have  eaten  my  morsel  alone, 

And  the  fatherless  hath  not  eaten  thereof 

(l^iay,  from  my  youth  he  grew  up  with  me  as  with  a  father, 

And  I  have  fceen  her  guide  from  my  mother's  womb)  ; 

If  I  have  seen  any  perish  for  want  of  clothing, 

Or  that  the  needy  had  no  covering; 

If  his  loins  have  not  Hessed  me, 

And  if  he  were  not  warmed  with  the  fleece  of  my  sheep; 

If  I  have  lifted  up  my  hand  against  the  fatherless, 

Because  I  saw  my  help  in  the  gate: 

Then  let  my  shoulder  fall  from  the  shoulder  Hade, 

And  mine  arm  le  broken  from  the  bone. 

For  calamity  from  God  was  a  terror  to  me, 
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And  by  reason  of  his  excellency  I  could  do  nothing. 
If  I  have  made  gold  my  hope, 

And  have  said  to  the  fine  gold,  "Thou  art  my  confidence"; 
If  I  rejoiced  because  my  wealth  was  great, 
And  because  mine  hand  had  gotten  much; 
If  I  beheld  the  sun  when  it  shined, 
Or  the  moon  walking  in  brightness; 
And  my  heart  hath  been  secretly  enticed, 
And  my  mouth  hath  hissed  my  hand: 
This  also  were  an  iniquity  to  be  punished  by  the  judges: 
For  I  should  have  lied  to  God  that  is  above. 
If  I  rejoiced  at  the  destrudion  of  him  that  hated  me, 
Or  lifted  up  myself  when  evil  found  him 
(Yea,  I  suffered  not  my  mouth  to  sin 
By  asking  his  life  with  a  curse)  ; 
If  the  men  of  my  tent  said  not, 

"Who  can  find  one  that  hath  not  been  satisfied  with  his  flesh?" 
The  stranger  did  not  lodge  in  the  street; 
But  I  opened  my  doors  to  the  traveller; 
If  like  Adam  I  covered  my  transgressions, 
By  hiding  mine  iniquity  in  my  bosom; 
Because  I  feared  the  great  multitude, 
And  the  contempt  of  families  terrified  me, 
So  that  I  kept  silence,  and  went  not  out  of  the  door — 
Oh  that  I  had  one  to  hear  me! 

(Lo,  here  is  my  signature,  let  the  Almighty  answer  me)  ; 
And  that  I  had  the  indidment  which  mine  adversary  hath  written! 
Surely  I  would  carry  it  upon  my  shoulder; 
I  would  bind  it  unto  me  as  a  crown. 
I  would  declare  unto  him  the  number  of  my  steps; 
As  a  prince  would  I  go  near  unto  him. 
If  my  land  cry  out  against  me, 
And  the  furrows  thereof  weep  together; 
If  I  have  eaten  the  fruits  thereof  without  money, 
Or  have  caused  the  owners  thereof  to  lose  their  life: 
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Let  thistles  grow  instead  of  wheat. 
And  cockle  instead  of  Parley. 

Tke  words  of  Job  are  ended. 

Part  IV 

VOICE  OUT  OF  THE  WHIRLWIND,  Who  is  this  that  darkened  counsel 

By  words  without  knowledge? 

Gird  up  now  thy  loins  like  a  man; 

For  I  will  demand  ofthee,  and  declare  thou  unto  me. 

Where  wast  thou  when  I  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth? 

Declare,  if  thou  hast  understanding. 

Who  determined  the  measures  thereof,  if  thou  knottiest? 

Or  who  stretched  the  line  upon  it? 

Whereu-pon  were  the  foundations  thereof  fastened? 

Or  who  laid  the  corner  stone  thereof; 

When  the  morning  stars  sang  together, 

And  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy? 

Or  who  shut  u-p  the  sea  with  doors, 

When  it  broke  forth,  as  if  it  had  issued  out  of  the  womb; 

When  I  made  the  cloud  the  garment  thereof, 

And  thick  darkness  a  swaddlingband  for  it, 

And  prescribed  for  it  my  decree, 

And  set  bars  and  doors, 

And  said,  ''Hitherto  shalt  thou  come,  but  no  further; 

And  here  shall  thy  -proud  waves  be  stayed"? 

Hast  thou  commanded  the  morning  since  thy  days  began, 

And  caused  the  dayspring  to  know  its  place; 

Tkat  it  might  take  hold  of  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

And  the  wicked  be  shaken  out  of  it? 

It  is  changed  as  clay  under  the  seal; 

And  all  things  stand  forth  as  a  garment: 

And  from  the  wicked  their  light  is  withheld, 

And  the  high  arm  is  broken. 

Hast  thou  entered  into  the  springs  of  the  sea? 
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Or  hast  thou  walked  in  the  recesses  of  the  deep? 
Have  the  gates  of  death  been  revealed  unto  thee? 
Or  hast  thou  seen  the  gates  of  the  shadow  of  death? 
Hast  thou  comprehended  the  breadth  of  the  earth? 
Declare.,  if  thou  knowcst  it  all. 
Where  is  the  way  to  the  dwelling  of  light, 
And  as  for  darkness,  where  is  the  place  thereof; 
That  thou  shouldest  take  it  to  the  hound  thereof. 
And  that  thou  shouldest  discern  the  paths  to -the  house  thereof? 
Doubtless,  thou  knowest,  for  thou  wast  then  horn, 
And  the  number  of  thy  days  is  great! 
Hast  thou  entered  the  treasuries  of  the  snow, 
Or  hast  thou  seen  the  treasuries  of  the  hail, 
Which  I  have  reserved  against  the  time  of  trouble, 
Against  the  day  of  battle  and  war? 
By  what  way  is  the  light  parted, 
Or  the  east  wind  scattered  upon  the  earth? 
Who  hath  cleft  a  channel  for  the  waterflood, 
Or  a  way  for  the  lightning  of  the  thunder; 
To  cause  it  to  rain  on  a  land  where  no  man  is; 
On  the  wilderness,  wherein  there  is  no  man; 
To  satisfy  the  waste  and  desolate  ground; 
And  to  cause  the  tender  grass  to  spring  forth? 
Hath  the  rain  a  father? 
Or  who  hath  begotten  the  drops  of  dew? 
Out  of  whose  w o?nb  came  the  ice? 
And  the  hoary  frost  of  heaven,  who  hath  gendered  it? 
The  waters  are  hidden  as  with  stone, 
And  the  face  of  the  deep  is  frozen. 
Canst  thou  lind  the  cluster  of  the  Pleiades, 
Or  loose  the  lands  of  Orion? 

Canst  thou  lead  forth  the  Mazzaroth  in  their  season? 
Or  canst  thou  guide  the  Bear  with  her  train? 
Knowest  thou  the  ordinances  of  the  heavens? 
Canst  thou  establish  the  dominion  thereof  in  the  earth? 
Canst  thou  lift  up  thy  voice  to  the  clouds, 
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That  abundance  of  waters  may  cover  thee? 

Canst  thou  send  forth  lightnings,  that  they  may  go, 

And  say  unto  thee,  "Here  we  are"? 

Who  hath  -put  wisdom  in  the  inward  parts? 

Or  who  hath  given  understanding  to  the  mind? 

Who  can  number  the  clouds  ty  wisdom? 

Or  who  can  pour  out  the  bottles  of  heaven, 

When  the  dust  runneth  into  a  mass, 

And  the  clods  cleave  fast  together? 

Wilt  thou  hunt  the  prey  for  the  lioness? 

Or  satisfy  the  appetite  of  the  young  lions, 

When  they  couch  in  their  dens, 

And  abide  in  the  covert  to  lie  in  wait? 

Who  providethfor  the  raven  his  food, 

When  his  young  ones  cry  unto  God, 

And  wander  for  lack  of  meat? 

Knowest  thou  the  time  when  the  wild  goats  of  the  rock  Bring  forth? 
Or  canst  thou  mark  when  the  hinds  do  calve? 
Canst  thou  number  the  months  that  they  fulfil? 
Or  hnowest  thou  the  time  when  they  Iring  forth? 
They  low  themselves,  they  Iring  forth  their  young, 
They  cast  out  their  sorrows. 

Their  young  ones  are  in  good  liking,  they  grow  up  in  the  open  field; 
They  go  forth,  and  return  not  again. 

Who  hath  sent  out  the  wild  ass  free? 
Or  who  hath  loosed  the  lands  of  the  wild  ass? 
Whose  house  I  have  made  the  wilderness, 
And  the  salt  land  his  dwelling  place. 
He  scorneth  the  tumult  of  the  city, 
Neither  heareth  he  the  shotitings  of  the  driver. 
The  range  of  the  mountains  is  his  pasture, 
And  he  searcheth  after  every  green  thing. 

"Will  the  wild  ox  le  content  to  serve  thee  ? 
Or  will  he  abide  ly  thy  crik  ? 
Canst  thou  Und  the  wild  ox  with  his  land  in  the  furrow? 
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Or  will  he  harrow  the  valleys  after  thee? 

Wilt  thou  trust  him,  because  his  strength  is  great? 

Or  wilt  thou  leave  to  him  thy  labour? 

Wilt  thou  confide  in  him,  that  he  will  bring  home  thy  seed, 

And  gather  the  corn  of  thy  threshing-floor  ? 

The  iving  of  the  ostrich  rejoiceth; 
But  are  her  pinions  and  feathers  kindly  ? 
For  she  leaveth  her  eggs  on  the  earth, 
And  warmeth  them  in  the  dust, 
And  forgetteth  that  the  foot  may  crush  them, 
Or  that  the  wild  beast  may  trample  them. 
She  is  hardened  against  her  young  ones,  as  if  they  were  not  hers: 
'Though  her  labour  be  in  vain,  she  is  without  fear; 
Because  God  hath  deprived  her  of  wisdom, 
Neither  hath  he  imparted  to  her  understanding. 
What  time  she  lifteth  up  herself  on  high, 
She  scorneth  the  horse  and  his  rider. 

Hast  thou  given  the  horse  his  might? 
Hast  thou  clothed  his  neck  with  the  quivering  mane? 
Hast  thou  made  him  to  leap  as  a  locust? 
The  glory  of  his  snorting  is  terrible. 
He  paweth  in  the  valley,  and  rejoiceth  in  his  strength: 
He  goeth  out  to  meet  the  armed  men. 
He  mocketh  at  fear,  and  is  not  dismayed; 
leather  turneth  he  back  from  the  sword. 
The  quiver  rattleth  against  him, 
The  flashing  spear  and  the  javelin. 
He  swalloweth  the  ground  with  fierceness  and  rage; 
Neither  belieueth  he  that  it  is  the  voice  of  the  trumpet. 
As  oft  as  the  trumpet  soundeth  he  saith,  "Aha!" 
And  he  smelleth  the  battle  afar  off, 
The  thunder  of  the  captains,  and  the  shouting. 

Doth  the  hawk  soar  by  thy  wisdom. 
And  stretch  her  wings  toward  the  south? 
Doth  the  eagle  mount  up  at  thy  command, 
And  make  her  nest  on  high? 
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She  dwelleth  on  the  rock,  and  hath  her  lodging  there, 

Upon  the  crag  of  the  rock,  and  the  strong  hold 

From  thence  she  spieth  out  the  prey; 

Her  eyes  lehold  it  afar  ojf. 

Her  young  ones  also  suck  up  Hood: 

And  where  the  slain  are,  there  is  she. 

Shall  he  that  cavilleth  contend  with  the  Almighty? 

He  that  argueth  with  God,  let  him  answer  it. 

JOB.  Behold,  I  am  of  small  account;  what  shall  I  answer  thee? 

I  lay  mine  hand  upon  my  mouth. 

Once  have  I  spoken,  and  I  will  not  answer; 

Yea  twice,  lout  I  will  proceed  no  further. 

VOICE  OUT  OF  THE  WHIRLWIND.  Gird  up  thy  loins  now  like  a  man: 

I  will  demand  of  thee,  and  declare  thou  unto  me. 

Wilt  thou  even  disannul  my  judgment? 

Wilt  thou  condemn  me,  that  thou  mayest  be  justified? 

Or  hast  thou  an  arm  like  God? 

And  canst  thou  thunder  with  a  voice  like  him? 

Deck  thyself  now  with  excellency  and  dignity; 

And  array  thyself  with  honour  and  majesty. 

Pour  forth  the  overflowings  of  thine  anger: 

And  look  upon  every  one  that  is  proud,  and  abase  him. 

Look  on  every  one  that  is  proud,  and  hring  him  low; 

And  tread  down  the  wicked  where  they  stand. 

Hide  them  in  the  dust  together; 

Bind  their  faces  in  the  hidden  place. 

Then  will  I  also  confess  of  thee 

That  thine  own  right  hand  can  save  thee. 

Behold  now  Behemoth,  which  I  made  with  thee; 
He  eateth  grass  as  an  ox. 
Lo  now,  his  strength  is  in  his  loins, 
And  his  force  is  in  the  muscles  of  his  lelly. 
He  moveth  his  tail  like  a  cedar: 
The  sinews  of  his  thighs  are  knit  together. 
His  loncs  are  as  tubes  o/lrass; 
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His  limbs  arc  like  lars  of  iron. 

He  is  the  chief  of  the  ways  of  God: 

He  only  that  -made  him  can  make  his  sword  to  approach  unto  him. 

Surely  the  mountains  Iring  him  forth  food; 

Where  all  the  beasts  of  the  field  do  play. 

He  lieth  under  the  lotus  trees, 

In  the  covert  of  the  reed,  and  the  fen. 

The  lotus  trees  cover  him  with  their  shadow; 

The  willows  of  the  fcrooJc  compass  him  about. 

Behold,  if  a  river  overflow,  he  trembleth  not: 

He  is  confident,  though  Jordan  swell  even  to  his  mouth. 

Shall  any  take  him  when  he  is  on  the  watch, 

Or  pierce  through  his  nose  with  a  snare? 

Canst  thou  draw  out  Leviathan  with  a  fishhook? 
Or  press  down  his  tongue  with  a  cord? 
Canst  thou  put  a  rope  into  his  nose? 
Or  pierce  his  jaw  through  with  a  hook? 
Will  he  make  many  supplications  unto  thee? 
Or  will  he  speak  soft  words  unto  thee? 
Will  he  make  a  covenant  with  thee, 
That  thou  shouldest  take  him  for  a  servant  for  ever? 
Wilt  thou  play  with  him  as  with  a  lird? 
Or  wilt  thou  hind  him  for  thy  maidens? 
Shall  the  hands  of  fishermen  make  traffic  of  him? 
Shall  they  part  him  among  the  merchants? 
Canst  thou  fill  his  skin  with  fcarfced  irons, 
Or  his  head  with  fish  spears? 
Lay  thine  hand  upon  him; 
Remember  the  battle,  and  do  so  no  more. 
Behold,  the  hope  of  him  is  in  vain: 
Shall  not  one  be  cast  down  even  at  the  sight  of  him? 
JN[one  is  50  fierce  that  he  dare  stir  him  up: 
Who  then  is  he  that  can  stand  before  me? 
Who  hath  jrrst  given  unto  me,  that  I  should  repay  him? 
Whatsoever  is  under  the  whole  heaven  is  mine. 
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I  will  not  keep  silence  concerning  his  limbs, 

J\[pr  his  mighty  strength,  nor  his  comely  proportion. 

Who  can  strip  off  his  outer  garment? 

\Vho  shall  come  within  his  double  bridle? 

\Vho  can  open  the  doors  of  his  face? 

Round  about  his  teeth  is  terror. 

His  strong  scales  are  his  pridey 

Shut  up  together  as  with  a  close  seal. 

One  is  so  near  to  another, 

*That  no  air  can  come  between  them. 

*They  are  joined  one  to  another; 

They  stick  together,  that  they  cannot  he  sundered. 

His  sneezings  flash  forth  light, 

And  his  eyes  are  like  the  eyelids  of  the  morning. 

Out  of  his  mouth  go  burning  torches, 

And  sparks  of  fire  leap  forth. 

Out  of  his  nostrils  a  smoke  gocth^ 

As  of  a  seething  pot  and  burning  rushes. 

His  breath  kindleth  coals, 

And  a  flame  goeth  forth  from  his  mouth* 

In  his  neck  abideth  strength, 

And  terror  danceth  before  him. 

The  flakes  of  his  flesh  are  joined  together: 

They  are  firm  upon  him;  they  cannot  be  moved. 

His  heart  is  as  firm  as  a  stone; 

Yea,  firm  as  the  nether  millstone. 

"When  he  raiseth  himself  up,  the  mighty  are  afraid: 

By  reason  of  consternation  they  are  beside  themselves. 

If  one  lay  at  him  with  the  sword,  it  cannot  avail; 

J\[pr  the  spear,  the  dart,  nor  the  pointed  shaft, 

He  counteth  iron  as  straw, 

And  brass  as  rotten  wood. 

The  arrow  cannot  make  him  flee: 

Slingstones  are  turned  with  him  into  stubble. 

Clubs  are  counted  as  stubble: 

He  laugheth  at  the  rushing  of  the  javelin. 
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His  underparts  are  like  sharp  yotsherds; 

He  spreadeth  as  it  were  a  threshing  wain  upon  the  mire. 

He  maketh  the  Jeep  to  toil  like  a  jot: 

He  maketh  the  sea  like  ointment. 

He  maketh  a  path  to  shine  after  him; 

One  would  think  the.  deep  to  he  hoary. 

Upon  earth  there  is  not  his  like. 

That  is  made  without  fear. 

He  leholdeth  every  thing  that  is  high: 

He  is  king  over  all  the  sons  of  pride. 

JOB.  I  know  that  thou  canst  do  all  things, 

And  that  no  purpose  of  thine  can  fee  restrained. 

"Who  is  this  that  hideth  counsel  without  knowledge?" 

Therefore  have  I  uttered  that  which  I  understood  not, 

Things  too  wonderful  for  me,  which  I  knew  not. 

Hear,  I  leseech  thee,  and  I  will  speak; 

I  will  demand  of  thee,  and  declare  thou  unto  me. 

I  had  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear; 

But  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee, 

Wherefore  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent 

In  dust  and  ashes. 

Epilogue 

And  it  was  so,  that  after  the  Lord  had  spoken  these  words 
unto  Job,  the  Lord  said  to  Eliphaz  the  Temanite,  "My  wrath  is 
kindled  against  thee,  and  against  thy  two  friends:  for  ye  have 
not  spoken  of  me  the  thing  that  is  right,  as  my  servant  Job  hath. 
Now  therefore,  take  unto  you  seven  bullocks  and  seven  rams, 
and  go  to  my  servant  Job,  and  offer  up  for  yourselves  a  burnt 
offering;  and  my  servant  Job  shall  pray  for  you;  for  him  will  I 
accept,  that  I  deal  not  with  you  after  your  folly;  for  ye  have  not 
spoken  of  me  the  thing  that  is  right,  as  my  servant  Job  hath." 

So  Eliphaz  the  Temanite  and  Bildad  the  Shuhite  and  Zophar 
the  Naamathite  went,  and  did  according  as  the  Lord  commanded 
them:  and  the  Lord  accepted  Job. 

And  the  Lord  turned  the  captivity  of  Job,  when  he  prayed  for 
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his  friends:  and  the  Lord  gave  Job  twice  as  much  as  he  had  be- 
fore. Then  came  there  unto  him  all  his  brethren,  and  all  his  sis- 
ters, and  all  they  that  had  been  of  his  acquaintance  before,  and 
did  eat  bread  with  him  in  his  house:  and  they  bemoaned  him, 
and  comforted  him  concerning  all  the  evil  that  the  Lord  had 
brought  upon  him:  every  man  also  gave  him  a  piece  of  money, 
and  every  one  a  ring  of  gold. 

So  the  Lord  blessed  the  latter  end  of  Job  more  than  his  begin- 
ning: and  he  had  fourteen  thousand  sheep,  and  six  thousand  cam- 
els, and  a  thousand  yoke  of  oxen,  and  a  thousand  she-asses.  He 
had  also  seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  And  he  called  the  name 
of  the  first,  Jemimah;  and  the  name  of  the  second,  Keziah;  and 
the  name  of  the  third,  Keren-happuch.  And  in  all  the  land  were 
no  women  found  so  fair  as  the  daughters  of  Job:  and  their  father 
gave  them  inheritance  among  their  brethren.  And  after  this  Job 
lived  a  hundred  and  forty  years,  and  saw  his  sons,  and  his  sons' 
sons,  even  four  generations.  So  Job  died,  being  old  and  full  of 
days. 
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ECCLESIASTES: 
OR,  THE  PREACHER 

THE  BOOK  OF  ECCLESIASTES  was  the  work  of  an  unknown  second- 
century  author  who  wrote  under  the  pen  name  of  Kohcleth,  or  the 
Preacher.  In  his  view  of  the  world  the  doubts  of  job  have  deepened  to  an 
all-embracing  pessimism  as  to  the  value  of  existence.  Because  of  this  gen- 
eral tone,  the  work  has  always  keen  the  favorite  book  of  the  Bible  among 
unbelievers.  To  offset  a  tendency  so  hostile  to  the  main  spirit  of  Jewish 
literature,  later  editors  incorporated  in  the  loook  a  series  of  traditional 
proverbs  and  also  inserted  pious  comments  of  their  own.  But  in  spite  of 
these  editorial  efforts  the  tenor  of  the  work  remains  so  heretical  that 
without  its  erroneous  ascription  to  King  Solomon  it  would  hardly  have 
found  a  place  among  the  Jewish  Sacred  Scriptures  or  teen  included  in  the 
Christian  BiHe. 
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Or,  The  Preacher 


Introdudion 

WORDS  OF  THE  PREACHER,  the  son  of  David,  king  in  Jerusa- 
JL  lem. 

Vanity  of  vanities,  saith  the  Preacher;  vanity  of  vanities,  all  is 
vanity.  What  profit  hath  man  of  all  his  labour  wherein  he  la- 
boured under  the  sun? 

One  generation  goeth,  and  another  generation  cometh;  and 
the  earth  abideth  for  ever.  The  sun  also  ariseth,  and  the  sun  go- 
eth down,  and  hasteth  to  his  place  where  he  ariseth.  The  wind 
goeth  toward  the  south,  and  turneth  about  unto  the  north;  it 
turneth  about  continually  in  its  course,  and  the  wind  returneth 
again  to  its  circuits.  All  the  rivers  run  into  the  sea,  yet  the  sea  is 
not  full;  unto  the  place  whither  the  rivers  go,  thither  they  go 
again. 

All  things  are  full  of  weariness;  man  cannot  utter  it:  the  eye  is 
not  satisfied  with  seeing,  nor  the  ear  filled  with  hearing. 

That  which  hath  been  is  that  which  shall  be;  and  that  which 
hath  been  done  is  that  which  shall  be  done:  and  there  is  no  new 
thing  under  the  sun.  Is  there  a  thing  whereof  men  say,  "See,  this 
is  new"?  It  hath  been  already,  in  the  ages  which  were  before  us. 

There  is  no  remembrance  of  the  former  generations;  neither 
shall  there  be  any  remembrance  of  the  latter  generations  that  are 
to  come,  among  those  that  shall  come  after. 

Essay  I 

I  the  Preacher  was  king  over  Israel  in  Jerusalem.  And  I  applied 
my  heart  to  seek  and  to  search  out  by  wisdom  concerning  all 
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that  is  done  under  heaven:  it  is  a  sore  travail  that  God  hath 
given  to  the  sons  of  men  to  be  exercised  therewith.  I  have  seen 
all  the  works  that  are  done  under  the  sun;  and,  behold,  all  is 
vanity  and  a  striving  after  wind.  That  which  is  crooked  cannot 
be  made  straight:  and  that  which  is  wanting  cannot  be  num- 
bered. I  communed  with  mine  own  heart,  saying,  "Lo,  I  have 
gotten  me  great  wisdom  above  all  that  were  before  me  in  Jeru- 
salem: yea,  my  heart  hath  had  great  experience  of  wisdom  and 
knowledge."  And  I  applied  my  heart  to  know  wisdom,  and  to 
know  madness  and  folly:  I  perceived  that  this  also  was  a  striv- 
ing after  wind.  For  in  much  wisdom  is  much  grief:  and  he  that 
increaseth  knowledge  increaseth  sorrow. 

I  said  in  mine  heart,  "Go  to  now,  I  will  prove  thee  with  mirth; 
therefore  enjoy  pleasure":  and,  behold,  this  also  was  vanity.  I 
said  of  laughter,  "It  is  mad":  and  of  mirth,  "What  doeth  it?"  I 
searched  in  mine  heart  how  to  cheer  my  flesh  with  wine,  mine 
heart  yet  guiding  me  with  wisdom,  and  how  to  lay  hold  on 
folly,  till  I  might  see  what  it  was  good  for  the  sons  of  men  that 
they  should  do  under  the  heaven  all  the  days  of  their  life.  I  made 
me  great  works;  I  builded  me  houses;  I  planted  me  vineyards;  I 
made  me  gardens  and  parks,  and  I  planted  trees  in  them  of  all 
kinds  of  fruit:  I  made  me  pools  of  water,  to  water  therefrom  the 
forest  where  trees  were  reared.  I  bought  menservants  and  maid- 
ens, and  had  servants  born  in  my  house;  also  I  had  great  posses- 
sions of  herds  and  flocks,  above  all  that  were  before  me  in  Je- 
rusalem: I  gathered  me  also  silver  and  gold,  and  the  peculiar 
treasure  of  kings  and  of  the  provinces.  I  got  me  men  singers  and 
women  singers,  and  the  delights  of  the  sons  of  men,  concubines 
very  many.  So  I  was  great,  and  increased  more  than  all  that  were 
before  me  in  Jerusalem:  also  my  wisdom  remained  with  me.  And 
whatsoever  mine  eyes  desired  I  kept  not  from  them:  I  withheld 
not  my  heart  from  any  joy,  for  my  heart  rejoiced  because  of  all 
my  labour;  and  this  was  my  portion  from  all  my  labour.  Then  I 
looked  on  all  the  works  that  my  hands  had  wrought,  and  on  the 
labour  that  I  had  laboured  to  do:  and,  behold,  all  was  vanity 
and  a  striving  after  wind,  and  there  was  no  profit  under  the  sun. 
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And  I  turned  myself  to  behold  wisdom,  and  madness  and 
folly:  for  wKat  can  the  man  do  that  cometh  after  the  king?  even 
that  which  hath  been  already  done.  Then  I  saw  that  wisdom  ex- 
celleth  folly,  as  far  as  light  excelleth  darkness.  The  wise  man's 
eyes  are  in  his  head,  and  the  fool  walketh  in  darkness:  and  yet  I 
perceived  that  one  event  happeneth  to  them  all.  Then  said  I  in 
my  heart,  "As  it  happeneth  to  the  fool,  so  will  it  happen  even  to 
me";  and  why  was  I  then  more  wise?  Then  I  said  in  my  heart,  that 
this  also  was  vanity.  For  of  the  wise  man,  even  as  of  the  fool, 
there  is  no  remembrance  for  ever;  seeing  that  in  the  days  to  come 
all  will  have  been  already  forgotten.  And  how  doth  the  wise 
man  die  even  as  the  fool!  So  I  hated  life;  because  the  work  that 
is  wrought  under  the  sun  was  grievous  unto  me:  for  all  is  vanity 
and  a  striving  after  wind. 

And  I  hated  all  my  labour  wherein  I  laboured  under  the  sun: 
seeing  that  I  must  leave  it  unto  the  man  that  shall  be  after  me. 
And  who  knoweth  whether  he  shall  be  a  wise  man  or  a  fool?  yet 
shall  he  have  rule  over  all  my  labour  wherein  I  have  laboured, 
and  wherein  I  have  showed  wisdom  under  the  sun.  This  also  is 
vanity.  Therefore  I  turned  about  to  cause  my  heart  to  despair 
concerning  all  the  labour  wherein  I  had  laboured  under  the  sun. 
For  there  is  aman  whose  labour  is  with  wisdom,  and  with  knowl- 
edge, and  with  skilfulness;  yet  to  a  man  that  hath  not  laboured 
therein  shall  he  leave  it  for  his  portion.  This  also  is  vanity  and  a 
great  evil  For  what  hath  a  man  of  all  his  labour,  and  of  the 
striving  of  his  heart,  wherein  he  laboureth  under  the  sun?  For 
all  his  days  are  but  sorrows,  and  his  travail  is  grief;  yea,  even  in 
the  night  his  heart  taketh  no  rest.  This  also  is  vanity. 

There  is  nothing  better  for  a  man  than  that  he  should  eat  and 
drink,  and  make  his  soul  enjoy  good  in  his  labour.  This  also  I 
saw,  that  it  is  from  the  hand  of  God.  For  who  can  eat,  or  who 
can  have  enjoyment,  more  than  I?  For  to  the  man  that  pleaseth 
him  God  giveth  wisdom,  and  knowledge,  and  joy:  but  to  the 
sinner  he  giveth  travail,  to  gather  and  to  heap  up,  that  he  may 
give  to  him  that  pleaseth  God.  This  also  is  vanity  and  a  striving 
after  wind. 
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Essay  II 

To  everything  there  is  a  season, 

And  a  time  to  every  purpose  under  the  heaven: 

A  time  to  he  loom,  and  a  time  to  die; 

A  time  to  plant,  and  a  time  to  pluck  up  that  which  is  planted; 

A  time  to  kill,  and  a  time  to  heal; 

A  time  to  break  down,  and  a  time  to  luild  up; 

A  time  to  weep,  and  a  time  to  laugh; 

A  time  to  mourn,  and  a  time  to  dance; 

A  time  to  cast  away  stones,  and  a  time  to  gather  stones  together; 

A  time  to  embrace,  and  a  time  to  refrain  from  embracing; 

A  time  to  seek,  and  a  time  to  lose; 

A  time  to  keep,  and  a  time  to  cast  away; 

A  time  to  rend,  and  a  time  to  sew; 

A  time  to  keep  silence,  and  a  time  to  speak,; 

A  time  to  love,  and  a  time  to  hate; 

A  time  for  war,  and  a  time  for  peace. 

What  profit  hath  he  that  worketh  in  that  wherein  he  labour- 
eth?  I  have  seen  the  travail  which  God  hath  given  to  the  sons  of 
men  to  be  exercised  therewith.  He  hath  made  every  thing  beau- 
tiful in  its  time:  also  he  hath  set  the  world  in  their  heart,  yet  so 
that  man  cannot  find  out  the  work  that  God  hath  done  from  the 
beginning  even  to  the  end. 

I  know  that  there  is  nothing  better  for  them,  than  to  rejoice, 
and  to  do  good  so  long  as  they  live.  And  also  that  every  man 
should  eat  and  drink,  and  enjoy  good  in  all  his  labour,  is  the 
gift  of  God.  I  know  that,  whatsoever  God  doeth,  it  shall  be  for 
ever:  nothing  can  be  put  to  it,  nor  any  thing  taken  from  it:  and 
God  hath  done  it,  that  men  should  fear  before  him.  That  which 
is  hath  been  already;  and  that  which  is  to  be  hath  already  been: 
and  God  seeketh  again  that  which  is  passed  away. 

And  moreover  I  saw  under  the  sun,  in  the  place  of  judgment, 
that  wickedness  was  there;  and  in  the  place  of  righteousness, 
that  wickedness  was  there.  I  said  in  mine  heart,  "God  shall 

[758] 


ECCLESIASTES 

judge  the  righteous  and  the  wicked:  for  there  is  a  time  for  every 
purpose  and  for  every  work,"  I  said  in  mine  heart,  'It  is  be- 
cause of  the  sons  of  men  that  God  may  prove  them,  and  that 
they  may  see  that  they  themselves  are  but  as  beasts/'  For  that 
which  befalleth  the  sons  of  men  befalleth  beasts;  even  one  thing 
befalleth  them:  as  the  one  dieth,  so  dieth  the  other;  yea,  they 
have  all  one  breath;  and  man  hath  no  pre-eminence  above  the 
beasts:  for  all  is  vanity.  All  go  unto  one  place;  all  are  of  the  dust, 
and  all  turn  to  dust  again.  Who  knoweth  the  spirit  of  man 
whether  it  goeth  upward,  and  the  spirit  of  the  beast  whether 
it  goeth  downward  to  the  earth?  Wherefore  I  saw  that  there  is 
nothing  better,  than  that  a  man  should  rejoice  in  his  works;  for 
that  is  his  portion:  for  who  shall  bring  him  back  to  see  what 
shall  be  after  him? 

Then  I  returned  and  saw  all  the  oppressions  that  are  done 
under  the  sun:  and  behold,  the  tears  of  such  as  were  Qppressed, 
and  they  had  no  comforter;  and  on  the  side  of  their  oppressors 
there  was  power,  but  they  had  no  comforter.  Wherefore  I  praised 
the  dead  which  are  already  dead  more  than  the  living  which 
are  yet  alive;  yea,  better  than  them  both  did  I  esteem  him  which 
hath  not  yet  been,  who  hath  not  seen  the  evil  work  that  is  done 
under  the  sun. 

Then  I  saw  all  labour  and  every  skilful  work,  that  for  this  a 
man  is  envied  of  his  neighbour.  This  also  is  vanity  and  a  striving 
after  wind.  The  fool  foldeth  his  hands  together,  and  eateth  his 
own  flesh.  Better  is  a  handful  with  quietness,  than  two  hand- 
fuls  with  labour  and  striving  after  wind. 

Then  I  returned  and  saw  vanity  under  the  sun.  There  is  one 
that  is  alone,  and  he  hath  not  a  second;  yeai,  he  hath  neither  son 
nor  brother;  yet  is  there  no  end  of  all  his  labour,  neither  are  his 
eyes  satisfied  with  riches.  For  whom  then,  saith  he,  do  I  labour, 
and  deprive  my  soul  of  good?  This  also  is  vanity,  yea,  it  is  a  sore 
travail.  Two  are  better  than  one;  because  they  have  a  good  re- 
ward for  their  labour.  For  if  they  fall,  the  one  will  lift  up  his 
fellow:  but  woe  to  him  that  is  alone  when  he  falleth,  and  hath 
not  another  to  lift  him  up.  Again,  if  two  lie  together,  then  they 
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have  warmth:  but  how  can  one  be  warm  alone?  And  if  a  man 
prevail  against  him  that  is  alone,  two  shall  withstand  him;  and 
a  threefold  cord  is  not  quickly  broken. 

Better  is  a  poor  and  wise  youth  than  an  old  and  foolish  king, 
who  knoweth  not  how  to  receive  admonition  any  more.  For  out 
of  prison  he  came  forth  to  be  king;  yea,  even  in  his  kingdom  he 
was  born  poor.  I  saw  all  the  living  which  walk  under  the  sun, 
that  they  were  with  the  youth,  the  second,  that  stood  up  in  his 
stead.  There  was  no  end  of  all  the  people,  even  of  all  them  over 
whom  he  was:  yet  they  that  come  after  shall  not  rejoice  in  him. 
Surely  this  also  is  vanity  and  a  striving  after  wind. 

Keep  thy  foot  when  thou  goest  to  the  house  of  God;  for  to 
draw  nigh  to  hear  is  better  than  to  give  the  sacrifice  of  fools: 
for  they  know  not  that  they  do  evil.  Be  not  rash  with  thy  mouth, 
and  let  not  thine  heart  be  hasty  to  utter  any  thing  before  God; 
for  God  is  in  heaven,  and  thou  upon  earth:  therefore  let  thy 
words  be  few.  For  a  dream  cometh  with  a  multitude  of  busi- 
ness;  and  a  fool's  voice  with  a  multitude  of  words.  When  thou 
vowest  a  vow  unto  God,  defer  not  to  pay  it;  for  he  hath  no 
pleasure  in  fools:  pay  that  which  thou  vowest.  Better  is  it  that 
thou  shouldest  not  vow  than  that  thou  shouldest  vow  and  not 
pay.  Suffer  not  thy  mouth  to  cause  thy  flesh  to  sin;  neither  say 
thou  before  the  angel,  that  it  was  an  error:  wherefore  should 
God  be  angry  at  thy  voice,  and  destroy  the  work  of  thine  hands? 
For  thus  it  cometh  to  pass  through  the  multitude  of  dreams  and 
vanities  and  many  words:  but  fear  thou  God. 

If  thou  seest  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  and  the  violent  tak- 
ing away  of  judgment  and  justice  in  a  province,  marvel  not  at 
the  matter:  for  one  higher  than  the  high  regardeth;  and  there  be 
higher  than  they.  Moreover  the  profit  of  the  earth  is  for  all:  the 
king  himself  is  served  by  the  field. 

Essay  III 

He  that  loveth  silver  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  silver;  nor  he 
that  loveth  abundance  with  increase:  this  also  is  vanity.  When 
goods  increase,  they  are  increased  that  eat  them:  and  what  ad- 
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vantage  is  there  to  the  owner  thereof,  saving  the  beholding  of 
them  with  his  eyes?  The  sleep  of  a  labouring  man  is  sweet, 
whether  he  eat  little  or  much:  but  the  fulness  of  the  rich  will 
not  suffer  him  to  sleep. 

There  is  a  grievous  evil  which  I  have  seen  under  the  sun, 
namely,  riches  kept  by  the  owner  thereof  to  his  hurt:  and  those 
riches  perish  by  evil  adventure;  and  if  he  hath  begotten  a  son, 
there  is  nothing  in  his  hand.  As  he  came  forth  of  his  mother's 
womb,  naked  shall  he  go  again  as  he  came,  and  shall  take  noth- 
ing for  his  labour,  which  he  may  carry  away  in  his  hand.  And 
this  also  is  a  grievous  evil,  that  in  all  points  as  he  came,  so  shall 
he  go:  and  what  profit  hath  he  that  he  laboureth  for  the  wind? 
All  his  days  also  he  eateth  in  darkness,  and  he  is  sore  vexed  and 
hath  sickness  and  wrath. 

Behold,  that  which  I  have  seen  to  be  good  and  to  be  comely 
is  for  one  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  to  enjoy  good  in  all  his  labour, 
wherein  he  laboureth  under  the  sun,  all  the  days  of  his  life  which 
God  hath  given  him:  for  this  is  his  portion.  Every  man  also  to 
whom  God  hath  given  riches  and  wealth,  and  hath  given  him 
power  to  eat  thereof,  and  to  take  his  portion,  and  to  rejoice  in 
his  labour;  this  is  the  gift  of  God.  For  he  shall  not  much  re- 
member the  days  of  his  life;  because  God  answereth  him  in  the 
joy  of  his  heart. 

There  is  an  evil  which  I  have  seen  under  the  sun,  and  it  is 
heavy  upon  men:  a  man  to  whom  God  giveth  riches,  wealth, 
and  honour,  so  that  he  lacketh  nothing  for  his  soul  of  all  that  he 
desireth,  yet  God  giveth  him  not  power  to  eat  thereof,  but  a 
stranger  eateth  it;  this  is  vanity,  and  it  is  an  evil  disease.  If  a 
man  beget  a  hundred  children,  and  live  many  years,  so  that  the 
days  of  his  years  be  many,  but  his  soul  be  not  filled  with  good, 
and  moreover  he  have,no  burial;  I  say  that  an  untimely  birth  is 
better  than  he:  for  it  cometh  in  vanity,  and  departeth  in  dark- 
ness, and  the  name  thereof  is  covered  with  darkness;  moreover 
it  hath  not  seen  the  sun  nor  known  it;  this  hath  rest  rather  than 
the  other:  yea,  though  he  live  a  thousand  years  twice  told,  and 
yet  enjoy  no  good:  do  not  all  go  to  one  place?  All  the  labour  of 
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man  is  for  his  mouth,  and  yet  the  appetite  is  not  filled.  For 
what  advantage  hath  the  wise  more  than  the  fool?  or  what  hath 
the  poor  man,  that  knoweth  to  walk  before  the  living?  Better  is 
the  sight  of  the  eyes  than  the  wandering  of  the  desire:  this  also 
is  vanity  and  a  striving  after  wind. 

Whatsoever  hath  been,  the  name  thereof  was  given  long  ago, 
and  it  is  known  that  it  is  man:  neither  can  he  contend  with  him 
that  is  mightier  than  he.  Seeing  there  be  many  things  that  in- 
crease vanity,  what  is  man  the  better?  For  who  knoweth  what 
is  good  for  man  in  his  life,  all  the  days  of  his  vain  life  which  he 
spendeth  as  a  shadow?  for  who  can  tell  a  man  what  shall  be  after 
him  under  the  sun? 

A  good  name  is  better  than  precious  ointment;  and  the  day 
of  death  than  the  day  of  one's  birth.  It  is  better  to  go  to  the 
house  of  mourning,  than  to  go  to  the  house  of  feasting:  for  that 
is  the  end  of  all  men;  and  the  living  will  lay  it  to  his  heart.  Sor- 
row is  better  than  laughter:  for  by  the  sadness  of  the  counte- 
nance the  heart  is  made  glad.  The  heart  of  the  wise  is  in  the 
house  of  mourning;  but  the  heart  of  fools  is  in  the  house  of  mirth. 
It  is  better  to  hear  the  rebuke  of  the  wise,  than  for  a  man  to  hear 
the  song  of  fools.  For  as  the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a  pot,  so 
is  the  laughter  of  the  fool:  this  also  is  vanity. 

Surely  extortion  maketh  a  wise  man  foolish;  and  a  gift  de- 
stroyeth  the  understanding.  Better  is  the  end  of  aching  than 
the  beginning  thereof:  and  the  patient  in  spirit  is  better  than 
the  proud  in  spirit.  Be  not  hasty  in  thy  spirit  to  be  angry:  for 
anger  resteth  in  the  bosom  of  fools.  Say  not  thou,  "What  is  the 
cause  that  the  former  days  were  better  than  these?"  for  thou  dost 
not  inquire  wisely  concerning  this.  Wisdom  is  as  good  as  an 
inheritance:  yea,  more  excellent  is  it  for  them  that  see  the  sun. 
For  wisdom  is  a  defence,  even  as  money  is  a  defence:  but  the 
excellency  of  knowledge  is  that  wisdom  preserveth  the  life  of 
him  that  hath  it.  Consider  the  work  of  God:  for  who  can  make 
that  straight,  which  he  hath  made  crooked?  In  the  day  of  pros" 
perity  be  joyful,  and  in  the  day  of  adversity  consider:  God  hath 
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even  made  the  one  side  by  side  witk  the  other,  to  the  end  that 
man  should  not  find  out  any  thing  that  shall  be  after  him. 

All  this  have  I  seen  in  the  days  of  my  vanity:  there  is  a  right- 
eous man  that  perisheth  in  his  righteousness,  and  there  is  a 
wicked  man  that  prolongeth  his  life  in  his  evildoing.  Be  not 
righteous  over  much;  neither  make  thyself  over  wise:  why  should- 
est  thou  destroy  thyself?  Be  not  over  much  wicked,  neither  be 
thou  foolish:  why  shouldest  thou  die  before  thy  time?  It  is  good 
that  thou  shouldest  take  hold  of  this;  yea,  also  from  that  with- 
draw not  thine  hand:  for  he  that  feareth  God  shall  come  forth 
of  them  all 

Essay  IV 

Wisdom  is  a  strength  to  the  wise  man  more  than  ten  rulers 
which  are  in  a  city.  Surely  there  is  not  a  righteous  man  upon 
earth  that  doeth  good,  and  sinneth  not.  Also  take  not  heed 
unto  all  words  that  are  spoken;  lest  thou  hear  thy  servant  curse 
thee:  for  oftentimes  also  thine  own  heart  knoweth  that  thou 
thyself  likewise  hast  cursed  others. 

All  this  have  I  proved  in  wisdom:  I  said,  "I  will  be  wise" 
but  it  was  far  from  me.  That  which  is  is  far  off,  and  exceeding 
deep;  who  can  find  it  out?  I  turned  about,  and  my  heart  was  set 
to  know  and  to  search  out,  and  to  seek  wisdom  and  the  reason 
of  things,  and  to  know  that  wickedness  is  folly,  and  that  fool- 
ishness is  madness:  and  I  find  a  thing  more  bitter  than  death, 
even  the  woman  whose  heart  is  snares  and  nets,  and  her  hands 
as  bands:  whoso  pleaseth  God  shall  escape  from  her;  but  the 
sinner  shall  be  taken  by  her.  "Behold,  this  have  I  found,"  saith 
the  Preacher,  laying  one  thing  to  another,  to  find  out  the  ac- 
count, which  my  soul  still  seeketh,  but  I  have  not  found:  "one 
man  among  a  thousand  have  I  found;  but  a  woman  among  all 
those  have  I  not  found.  Behold,  this  only  have  I  found,  that  God 
made  man  upright;  but  they  have  sought  out  many  inventions." 

Who  is  as  the  wise  man?  and  who  knoweth  the  interpreta- 
tion of  a  thing?  A  man's  wisdom  maketh  his  face  to  shine,  and 
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the  hardness  of  his  face  is  changed.  I  counsel  thee:  keep  the 
king's  command",  and  that  in  regard  of  the  oath  of  God.  Be  not 
hasty  to  go  out  of  his  presence;  persist  not  in  an  evil  thing:  for 
he  doeth  whatsoever  pleaseth  him.  Because  the  king's  word  hath 
power;  and  who  may  say  unto  him,  "What  doest  thou?"  Whoso 
keepeth  the  commandment  shall  know  no  evil  thing;  and  a  wise 
man's  heart  discerneth  time  and  judgment:  for  to  every  pur- 
pose there  is  a  time  and  judgment;  because  the  misery  of  man 
is  great  upon  him:  for  he  knoweth  not  that  which  shall  be;  for 
who  can  tell  him  how  it  shall  be?  There  is  no  man  that  hath 
power  over  the  spirit  to  retain  the  spirit;  neither  hath  he  power 
over  the  day  of  death;  and  there  is  no  discharge  in  that  war: 
neither  shall  wickedness  deliver  him  that  is  given  to  it.  All  this 
have  I  seen,  and  applied  my  heart  unto  every  work  that  is  done 
under  the  sun:  there  is  a  time  wherein  one  man  hath  power  over 
another  to  his  hurt. 

And  withal  I  saw  the  wicked  buried,  and  they  came  to  the 
grave;  and  they  that  had  done  right  went  away  from  the  holy 
place,  and  were  forgotten  in  the  city:  this  also  is  vanity.  Be- 
cause sentence  against  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  speedily, 
therefore  the  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  fully  set  in  them  to  do 
evil.  Though  a  sinner  do  evil  a  hundred  times,  and  prolong  his 
days,  yet  surely  I  know  that  it  shall  be  well  with  them  that  fear 
God,  which  fear  before  him:  but  it  shall  not  be  Veil  with  the 
wicked,  neither  shall  he  prolong  his  days,  which  are  as  a  shadow; 
because  he  feareth  not  before  God.  There  is  a  vanity  which  is 
done  upon  the  earth;  that  there  be  righteous  men,  unto  whom  it 
happeneth  according  to  the  work  of  the  wicked;  again,  there  be 
wicked  men,  to  whom  it  happeneth  according  to  the  work  of 
the  righteous:  I  said  that  this  also  is  vanity.  Then  I  commended 
mirth,  because  a  man  hath  no  better  thing  under  the  sun  than 
to  eat,  and  to  drink,  and  to  be  merry:  for  that  shall  abide  with 
him  in  his  labour  all  the  days  of  his  life  which  God  hath  given 
him  under  the  sun. 

When  I  applied  my  heart  to  know  wisdom,  and  to  see  the 
business  that  is  done  upon  the  earth  (for  also  there  is  that  nei- 
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tier  day  nor  night  seeth  sleep  with  his  eyes):  then  I  beheld  all 
the  work  of  God,  that  man  cannot  find  out  the  work  that  is  done 
under  the  sun:  because  however  much  a  man  labour  to  seek  it 
out,  yet  he  shall  not  find  it;  yea  moreover,  though  a  wise  man 
think  to  know  it,  yet  shall  he  not  be  able  to  find  it. 

For  all  this  I  laid  to  my  heart,  even  to  explore  all  this;  that 
the  righteous,  and  the  wise,  and  their  works,  are  in  the  hand  of 
God:  whether  it  be  love  or  hatred,  man  knoweth  it  not;  all  is 
before  them.  All  things  come  alike  to  all:  there  is  one  event  to 
the  righteous  and  to  the  wicked;  to  the  good  and  to  the  clean 
and  to  the  unclean;  to  him  that  sacrificeth  and  to  him  that  sac- 
rificed! not:  as  is  the  good,  so  is  the  sinner;  and  he  that  swear- 
eth,  as  he  that  feareth  an  oath.  This  is  an  evil  in  all  that  is  done 
under  the  sun,  that  there  is  one  event  unto  all:  yea  also,  the  heart 
of  the  sons  of  men  is  full  of  evil,  and  madness  is  in  their  heart 
while  they  live,  and  after  that  they  go  to  the  dead.  For  to  him 
that  is  joined  with  all  the  living  there  is  hope:  for  a  living  dog  is 
better  than  a  dead  lion.  For  the  living  know  that  they  shall  die: 
but  the  dead  know  not  any  thing,  neither  have  they  any  more  a 
reward;  for  the  memory  of  them  is  forgotten.  As  well  their  love, 
as  their  hatred  and  their  envy,  is  now  perished;  neither  have 
they  any  more  a  portion  for  ever  in  any  thing  that  is  done  under 
the  sun. 

Go  thy  way,  eat  thy  bread  with  joy,  and  drink  thy  wine 
with  a  merry  heart;  for  God  hath  already  accepted  thy  works. 
Let  thy  garments  be  always  white;  and  let  not  thy  head  lack 
ointment.  Live  joyfully  with  the  wife  whom  thou  lovest  all  th$ 
days  of  the  life  of  thy  vanity,  which  he  hath  given  thee  under 
the  sun,  all  the  days  of  thy  vanity:  for  that  is  thy  portion  in  life, 
and  in  thy  labour  wherein  thou  labourest  under  the  sun.  What- 
soever thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might;  for  there  is 
no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom,  in  the  grave, 
whither  thou  goest. 

I  returned,  and  saw  under  the  sun  that  the  race  is  not  to  the 
swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong,  neither  yet  bread  to  the  wise, 
nor  yet  riches  to  men  of  understanding,  nor  yet  favour  to  men  of 
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skill;  but  time  and  chance  happeneth  to  them  all  For  man  also 
knoweth  not  his  time:  as  the  fishes  that  are  taken  in  an  evil  net, 
and  as  the  birds  that  are  caught  in  the  snare,  even  so  are  the 
sons  of  men  snared  in  an  evil  time,  when  it  falleth  suddenly 
upon  them. 

I  have  also  seen  wisdom  under  the  sun  on  this  wise,  and  it 
seemed  great  unto  me:  there  was  a  little  city,  and  few  men  with- 
in it;  and  there  came  a  great  king  against  it,  and  besieged  it, 
and  built  great  bulwarks  against  it:  now  there  was  found  in  it 
a  poor  wise  man,  and  he  by  his  wisdom  delivered  the  city;  yet 
no  man  remembered  that  same  poor  man.  Then  said  I,  "Wisdom 
is  better  than  strength:  nevertheless  the  poor  man's  wisdom  is 
despised,  and  his  words  are  not  heard/' 

The  words  of  the  wise  spoken  in  quiet 

An  heard  more  than  the  cry  of  him  that  ruleth  among  fools. 

Wisdom  is  letter  than  weapons  of  war: 
But  one  sinner  destroyeth  much  good. 

Dead  flies  cause  the  ointment  of  the  perfumer  to  send  forth  a  stink- 
ing savour: 
So  doth  a  little  folly  outweigh  wisdom  and  honour. 

A  wise  man's  heart  is  at  his  right  hand; 

But  a  fool's  heart  at  his  left. 

Yea  also,  when  the  fool  walketh  ly  the  way, 

His  understanding  faileth  him, 

And  he  saith  to  every  one  that  he  is  a  fool. 

If  the  spirit  of  the  ruler  rise  up  against  thee,  leave  not  thy  place; 

For  yielding  allayeth  great  offences. 

There  is  an  evil  which  I  have  seen  under  the  sun, 

As  it  were  an  error  which  proceedeth  from  the  ruler: 

Folly  is  set  in  great  dignity, 

And  the  rich  sit  in  low  place. 
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I  have  seen  servants  upon  horses, 

And  princes  walk-ing  as  servants  upon  the  earth, 

tie  that  diggeth  a  pit  shall  fall  into  it; 

And  whoso  loreaketh  through  a  fence,  a  serpent  shall  bite  him. 

Whoso  heweth  out  stones  shall  le  hurt  therewith; 
And  he  that  cleaveth  wood  is  endangered  thereby. 

If  the  iron  loe  Hunt, 
And  one  do  not  whet  the  edge, 
Then  must  he  put  to  more  strength: 
But  wisdom  is  profitable  to  direft* 

If  the  serpent  Kte  before  it  l>e  charmed, 
Then  is  there  no  advantage  in  the  charmer. 

The  words  of  a  wise  man's  mouth  are  gracious; 

But  the  lips  of  a  fool  will  swallow  up  himself. 

The  beginning  of  the  words  of  his  mouth  is  foolishness: 

And  the  end  of  his  talk  is  mischievous  madness. 

A  fool  also  multiplieth  words: 

Yet  man  knowcth  not  what  shall  "be; 

And  that  which  shall  be  after  him,  who  can  tell  him? 

The  labour  of  fools  wearicth  every  one  of  them, 

For  he  knowcth  not  how  to  go  to  the  city. 


to  thee,  O  land,  when  thy  king  is  a  child, 
And  thy  princes  eat  in  the  morning! 

Happy  art  thou,  O  land,  when  thy  Icing  is  the  son  of  nobles, 
And  thy  princes  eat  in  due  season, 
For  strength,  and  not  for  drunkenness! 

By  slothfulness  the  roofsinketh  in; 

And  through  idleness  of  the  hands  the  house  leaketh. 

A  feast  is  made  for  laughter, 
And  wine  maketh  glad  the  life: 
And  money  answereth  all  things. 
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Curse  not  the  king,  no,  not  in  thy  thought; 
And  curse  not  the  rich  in  thy  bedchamber: 
For  a  lird  of  the  air  shall  carry  the  voice, 
And  that  which  hath  wings  shall  tell  the  matter. 

Cast  thy  Iread  upon  the  waters: 

For  thou  shalt  find  it  after  many  days. 

Give  a  portion  to  seven,  yea,  even  unto  eight; 

For  thou  know est  not  what  evil  shall  IDC  upon  the  earth. 

If  the  clouds  lefull  of  rain, 

They  empty  themselves  upon  the  earth: 

And  if  a  tree  fall  toward  the  south,  or  toward  the  north, 

In  the  place  where  the  trecfallcth,  there  shall  it  le. 

He  that  ohserveth  the  wind  shall  not  sow; 
And  he  that  regardeth  the  clouds  shall  not  reap. 

As  thou  knowcst  not  what  is  the  way  of  the  wind, 

N[pr  how  the  tones  do  grow  in  the  womb  of  her  that  is  with  child; 

Even  so  thou  knowest  not  the  work  of  God  who  doeth  all. 

In  the  morning  sow  thy  seed, 

And  in  the  evening  withhold  not  thine  hand: 

For  thou  knowcst  not  which  shall  prosper, 

Whether  this  or  that,  or  whether  they  loth  shall  le  alike  good. 

Essay  V 

Truly  the  light  is  sweet,  and  a  pleasant  thing  it  is  for  the 
eyes  to  behold  the  sun.  Yea,  if  a  man  live  many  years,  let  him 
rejoice  in  them  all;  but  let  him  remember  the  days  of  darkness, 
for  they  shall  be  many.  All  that  cometh  is  vanity.4 

Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  youth;  and  let  thy  heart  cheer 
thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  thine 
heart,  and  in  the  sight  of  thine  eyes:  but  know  thou,  that  for  all 
these  things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment.  Therefore  re- 
move sorrow  from  thy  heart,  and  put  away  evil  from  thy  flesh: 
for  youth  and  the  prime  of  life  are  vanity. 
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Remember  also  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth, 

Or  ever  the  evil  days  come, 

And  the  years  draw  nigh,  when  than  shalt  say, 

"I  have  no  pleasure  in  them" ; 

Or  ever  the  sun,  and  the  light, 

And  the  moon,  and  the  stars,  Be  darkened, 

And  the  clouds  return  after  the  rain: 

In  the  day  when  the  keepers  of  the  house  shall  tremble, 

And  the  strong  men  shall  low  themselves, 

And  the  grinders  cease  Because  they  are  few, 

And  those  that  look  out  of  the  windows  Be  darkened, 

And  the  doors  shall  Be  shut  in  the  street; 

When  the  sound  of  the  grinding  is  low, 

And  one  shall  rise  up  at  the  voice  of  a  Bird, 

And  all  the  daughters  of  music  shall  Be  Brought  low; 

Yea,  they  shall  Be  afraid  of  that  which  is  high, 

And  terrors  shall  Be  in  the  way; 

And  the  almond  tree  shall  Blossom, 

And  the  grasshopper  shall  Be  a  Burden, 

And  the  caper-lcrry  shall  fail: 

Because  man  goeth  to  his  long  home, 

And  the  mourners  go  about  the  streets: 

Or  ever  the  silver  cord  Be  loosed, 

Or  the  golden  lowl  Be  Broken, 

Or  the  pitcher  Be  Broken  at  the  fountain, 

Or  the  wheel  Broken  at  the  cistern; 

And  the  dust  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was, 

And  the  spirit  return  unto  God  who  gave  it. 

Vanity  of  vanities,  saith  the  Preacher;  all  is  vanity. 

And  further,  because  the  Preacher  was  wise,  he  still  taught 
the  people  knowledge;  yea,  he  pondered,  and  sought  out,  and 
set  in  order  many  proverbs.  The  Preacher  sought  to  find  out 
acceptable  words,  and  that  which  was  written  uprightly,  even 
words  of  truth. 

The  words  of  the  wise  are  as  goads,  and  as  nails  well  fastened 
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are  the  words  of  the  masters  of  assemblies,  which  are  given  from 
one  shepherd.  And  furthermore,  my  son,  be  admonished:  of  mak- 
ing many  books  there  is  no  end;  and  much  study  is  a  weariness 
of  the  flesh. 

This  is  the  end  of  the  matter;  all  hath  been  heard:  fear  God, 
and  keep  his  commandments;  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man. 
For  God  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with  every  hid- 
den thing,  whether  it  be  good  or  whether  it  be  evil. 
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A  FRAGMENTARY  WEDDING  IDYLL 

THE  VENERATED  NAME  of  Solomon  sufficed  to  secure  the  inclusion  in 
the  Jewish  Canon  not  only  ofEcclesiastes  but  also  of  another  work  still  more 
secular  in  charader — the  impassioned  collection  of  love  lyrics  known  as 
the  Song  of  Songs,  which  later  Christian  writers  couU  justify  only  as  a 
far-fetched  allegory  of  the  love  of  Christ  for  his  Church,  Though  the 
work,  dating  from  the  fourth  century,  was  certainly  not  loy  Solomon  and 
is  certainly  not  an  allegory,  its  actual  author  is  unknown  and  its  inter- 
pretation remains  somewhat  baffling.  The  difficulties  arise  from  the  fad 
that  the  hints  of  consecutive  narrative  and  dramatic  speech  are  too  in- 
sistent to  permit  the  theory  that  we  have  here  a  mere  anthology  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  not  sufficiently  definite  to  indicate  adual  drama. 
Numerous  attempts  to  interpret  it  as  a  romantic  play  depiding  a  Strug" 
gle  between  King  Solomon  and  a  shepherd  swain  for  the  love  of  a  shcp' 
kerdess,  in  which  the  king  is  defeated  according  to  the  lest  democratic 
tradition,  have  enjoyed  considerable  popularity  in  modern  times  but  are, 
of  course,  hopelessly  unhistorical.  The  test  explanation  seems  to  be  sug- 
gested by  the  discovery  of  an  oriental  wedding  custom  according  to  which 
during  the  ceremony  the  bride  and  groom  were  supposed  to  play  the  parts 
of  a  king  and  queen  surrounded  by  their  attendants.  With  his  sure  in- 
stinft  for  literary  form,  Richard  Moulton  has  pointed  out  resemblances 
between  the  Song  of  Songs  and  the  pastoral  idylls  of  Theocritus  and  other 
Sicilian  poets.  Putting  these  suggestions  together,  one  reaches  the  con- 
clusion that  the  poem  is  a  semidramatic  idyll  written  originally  for  some 
notable  wedding,  to  be  presented  with  music,  choruses,  and  dance,  but 
now  in  too  fragmentary  a  state  to  allow  more  than  the  most  hypothetical 
reconstruction. 

Fortunately,  the  difficulties  of  the  problem  need  not  inhibit  in  the 
least  the  reader's- enjoyment  of  the  lyric  beauty  of  the  poem. 
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CHARACTERS 

KING  SOLOMON 

THE  SHULAMITE 

THE  BROTHERS 

CHORUS  OF  THE  DAUGHTERS  OF  JERUSALEM 

Seme  I 

THE  SHULAMITE 

Let  him  kiss  me  with  the  kisses  of  his  mouth: 
For  thy  love  is  letter  than  wine. 
Thine  ointments  have  a  goodly  fragrance; 
Thy  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth; 
Therefore  do  the  virgins  love  thee. 

THE  DAUGHTERS  OF  JERUSALEM 

Draw  me.  We  will  run  after  thee. 

THE  SHULAMITE 

The  Icing  hath  brought  me  into  his  chambers. 

THE  DAUGHTERS   OF  JERUSALEM 

We  will  leglad  and  rejoice  in  thee, 

We  will  make  mention  of  thy  love  more  than  of  wine: 

Rightly  do  they  love  thee. 
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THE  SHULAMITE 


I  am  Hack,  lut  comely, 

0  ye,  daughters  o 

As  the  tents  ofKedar, 

As  the  curtains  of  Solomon. 

Look  not  upon  me,  because  I  am  swarthy, 

Because  the  sun  hath  scorched  me. 

My  mother's  sons  were  incensed  against  me, 
They  made  me  keeper  of  the  vineyards; 
But  mine  own  vineyard  have  I  not  kept. 

Tell  me,  O  thou  whom  my  soul  loveth, 

Where  thoufeedest  thy  flock,  where  thou  makest  it  to  rest  at  noon: 

For  why  should  I  be  as  one  that  is  veiled 

Beside  the  flocks  of  thy  companions?  ' 

KING   SOLOMON 

If  thou  know  not,  O  thou  fairest  among  women, 
Go  thy  way  forth  by  the  footsteps  of  the  flock, 
And  feed  thy  kids  Reside  the  shepherds'  tents. 

1  have  compared  thee}  O  my  love, 
To  a  steed  in  Pharaoh's  chariots. 

Thy  cheeks  are  comely  with  plaits  of  hair, 
Thy  neck  with  strings  of  jewels. 
We  will  make  thee  plaits  of  gold 
With  studs  of  silver. 
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While  the  king  sat  at  his  table, 

My  spikenard  sent  forth  its  fragrance. 

My  leloved  is  unto  me  as  a  bundle  of  myrrh, 

That  lieth  loetwixt  my  breasts. 

My  beloved  is  unto  me  as  a  cluster  of  henna-flowers 

In  the  vineyards  ofEn-gedi. 
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KING    SOLOMON 


Behold,  thou  art  fair,  my  love;  behold,  thou  art  fair; 
Thine  eyes  are  as  doves. 

THE    SHULAMITE 

"Behold,  thou  art  fair,  my  beloved,  yea,  pleasant: 

Also  our  couch  is  green. 

The  beams  of  our  house  are  cedars, 

And  our  rafters  are  firs. 

1  am  a  rose  of  Sharon, 
A  lily  of  the  valleys. 

KING    SOLOMON 

As  a  lily  among  thorns, 

So  is  my  love  among  the  daughters. 

THE    SHULAMITE 

As  the  apple  tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood, 
So  is  my  beloved  among  the  sons. 
I  sat  down  under  his  shadow  with  great  delight, 
And  his  fruit  was  sweet  to  my  taste. 

He  brought  me  to  the  banqueting  house, 

And  his  banner  over  me  was  love. 

Stay  ye  me  with  raisins,  comfort  me  with  apples: 

For  I  am  sicle  of  love. 

His  left  hand  is  under  my  head, 

And  his  right  hand  doth  embrace  me. 

I  adjure  you,  O  daughters  of  Jerusalem, 
By  the  roes,  and  by  the  hinds  of  the  field, 
That  ye  stir  not  up,  nor  awaken  love, 
Until  it  please. 
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Scene  II 

THE  SHULAMITE 

The  voice  of  my  lelovedl  Behold,  lie  cometh, 

Leaping  upon  the  mountains,  skipping  upon  the  hills* 

My  Moved  is  like  a  roe  or  a  young  hart: 

Behold,  he  standeth  Behind  our  wall, 

He  looketh  in  at  the  windows, 

He  showeth  himself  through  the  lattice. 

My  Beloved  spoke.,  and  said  unto  me, 

"Rise  up,  my  love,  my  fair  one,  and.  come  away. 

For,  lo,  the  winter  is  past, 

The  rain  is  over  and  gone; 

The  flowers  appear  on  the  earth; 

The  time  o/the  singing  of  Birds  is  come, 

And  the  voice  o/the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land; 

The  jig  tree  ripeneth  her  green  jigs, 

And  the  vines  are  in  Blossom, 

They  give  forth  their  fragrance. 

Arise,  my  love,  my  fair  one,  and  come  away. 

O  my  dove,  that  art  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  in  the  covert  o/the  steep 

place, 

Let  me  see  thy  countenance,  let  me  hear  thy  voice; 
For  sweet  is  thy  voice,  and  thy  countenance  is  comely" 

THE  BROTHERS 

Take  us  the  foxes,  the  little  foxes,  that  spoil  the  vineyards; 
For  our  vineyards  are  in  Blossom. 

THE  SHULAMITE 

My  I  cloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his: 

He  feedeth  his  jlock  among  the  lilies. 

Until  the  day  fee  cool,  and  the  shadows  flee  away, 

Turn,  my  Beloved,  and  loe  ihou  like  a  roe  or  a  young  hart 

Upon  the  mountains  o/Bether. 
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By  night  on  my  led  I  sought  him  whom  my  soul  loveth: 

I  sought  him,  lout  I  found  him  not. 

I  said,  "I  will  rise  now,  and  go  about  the  city, 

In  the  streets  and  in  the  Iroad  ways, 

I  will  seek  him  whom  my  soul  loveth": 

1  sought  him,  lout  I  found  him  not. 

The  watchmen  that  go  about  the  city  found  me: 

To  whom  I  said,  "Saw  ye  him  whom  my  soul  loveth?1* 

It  was  tut  a  little  that  I  passed  from  them, 

When  I  found  him  whom  my  soul  loveth: 

I  held  him,  and  would  not  let  him  go, 

Until  I  had  Ir ought  him  into  my  mother's  house, 

And  into  the  chamber  of  her  that  conceived  me. 

I  adjure  you,  O  daughters  of  Jerusalem, 
By  the  roes,  and  ly  the  hinds  of  the  field, 
That  ye  stir  not  up,  nor  awaken  love, 
Until  it  please. 

Scene  III 

THE  DAUGHTERS  OF  JERUSALEM 

Who  is  this  that  cotneth  up  out  of  the  wilderness  like  pillars  of  smoke, 
Perfumed  with  myrrh  and  frankincense, 
With  all  powders  of  the  merchant? 

BehoU,  it  is  the  litter  of  Solomon; 

Threescore  mighty  men  are  about  it, 

Of  the  mighty  men  of  Israel. 

They  all  handle  the  sword,  and  are  expert  in  war: 

Every  man  hath  his  sword  upon  his  thigh, 

Because  o//ear  in  the  night 

King  Solomon  made  himself  a  palanquin 

Of  the  wood  of  Lebanon. 

He  made  the  pillars  thereof  of  silver, 

The  fcottom  thereof  of  gold,  the  seat  of  it  of  purple,  \ 
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The  midst  thereofleing  -paved  with  love, 
From  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem. 

Go  forth,  O  ye  daughters  ofZion,  and  lehold  King  Solomon, 

With  the  crown  wherewith  his  mother  hath  crowned  him  in  the  day  of 

his  espousals, 
And  in  the  day  of  the  gladness  of  his  heart. 

KING   SOLOMON 

Behold  thou  art  fair,  my  love;  Toehold,  thou  art  fair; 

Thine  eyes  are  as  doves  behind  thy  veil: 

Thy  hair  is  as  a  flock  of  goats, 

That  lie  along  the  side  of  Mount  Gilead. 

Thy  teeth  are  like  a  flock  of  ewes  that  are  newly  shorn, 
"Which  are  come  up  from  the  washing; 
Whereof  every  one  hath  twins, 
And  none  is  lereaved  among  them. 

Thy  lips  are  like  a  thread  of  scarlet, 

And  thy  mouth  is  comely: 

Thy  temples  are  like  a  piece  of  a  pomegranate 

Behind  thy  veil. 

Thy  neck  is  like  the  tower  of  David  buildedfor  an  armoury, 

Whereon  there  hang  a  thousand  lucklers, 

All  the  shields  of  the  mighty  men. 

Thy  two  lr easts  are  like  two  fawns  that  are  twins  of  a  rot, 

Which  feed  among  the  lilies. 

Until  the  day  he  cool,  and  the  shadows  flee  away, 
I  will  get  me  to  the  mountain  of  myrrh, 
And  to  the  hill  of  frankincense. 

Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love; 

And  there  is  no  spot  in  thee. 

Come  with  me  from  Lclanon,  my  Ivride, 

With  me  from  Lelanon; 

Look  from  the  top  ofAmana, 
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From  the  top  ofSenir  and  Hcrmon, 

From  the  lions'  dens, 

From  the  mountains  of  the  leopards. 

Thou  hast  ravished  my  heart,  my  sister,  my  bride; 

Thou  hast  ravished  my  heart  with  one  of  thine  eyes. 

With  one  chain  of  thy  neck. 

How  fair  is  thy  love,  my  sister,  my  bride! 

How  much  letter  is  thy  love  than  wine! 

And  the  smell  of  thine  ointments  than  all  manner  of  spices! 

Thy  lips,  O  my  bride,  drop  as  the  honeycomb: 

Honey  and  milk  are  under  thy  tongue; 

And  the  smell  of  thy  garments  is  like  the  smell  of  Lebanon. 

A  garden  shut  up  is  my  sister,  my  bride; 

A  spring  shut  up,  a  fountain  sealed. 

Thy  shoots  are  an  orchard  of  pomegranates,  with  precious  fruits; 

Henna  with  spikenard  plants, 

Spikenard  and  sajfron, 

Calamus  and  cinnamon,  with  all  trees  of  frankincense; 

Myrrh  and  aloes,  with  all  the  chief  spices. 

Thou  art  a  fountain  of  gardens, 

A  well  of  living  waters, 

And  flowing  streams  from  Lebanon. 

THE  SHULAMITE 

Awake,  O  north  wind;  and  come,  thou  south; 

Blow  upon  my  garden,  that  the  spices  thereof  may  flow  out. 

Let  my  beloved  come  into  his  garden, 

And  eat  his  precious  fruits. 

KING  SOLOMON 

I  am  come  into  my  garden,  my  sister,  my  bride: 
I  have  gathered  my  myrrh  with  my  spice; 
I  have  eaten  my  honeycomb  with  my  honey; 
I  have  drunk  my  wine  with  my  milk. 
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Eat,  O  friends; 

Drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved. 

Scene  IV 

THE   SHULAMITE 

I  was  asleep,  lout  my  heart  waked: 

It  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved  that  knocketh,  saying, 

"Open  to  me,  my  sister,  my  love,  my  dove,  my  undefiled: 

For  my  head  is  filled  with  dew, 

My  locks  with  the  drops  of  the  night." 

I  have  put  off  my  coat;  how  shall  I  put  it  on? 
I  have  washed  my  feet;  how  shall  I  defile  them? 
My  beloved  put  in  his  hand  "by  the  hole  of  the  door, 
And  my  heart  was  moved  for  him. 
I  rose  up  to  open  to  my  beloved; 
And  my  hands  dropped  with  myrrh. 
And  my  fingers  with  liquid  myrrh, 
Upon  the  handles  of  the  bolt. 

I  opened  to  my  beloved; 

But  my  beloved  had  withdrawn  himself ',  and  was  gone. 

My  soul  had  failed  me  when  he  spoke: 

I  sought  him,  hut  I  could  not  find  him; 

1  called  him,  hut  he  gave  me  no  answer. 

The  watchmen  that  go  about  the  city  found  me, 

They  smote  me,  they  wounded  me; 

The  keepers  of  the  walls  took  away  my  mantle  from  me. 

I  adjure  you,  O  daughters  of  Jerusalem,  if  ye  find  my  beloved, 
That  ye  tell  him,  that  I  am  sick  of  love. 

THE   DAUGHTERS    OF  JERUSALEM 

What  is  thy  beloved  more  than  another  belovedy 
O  thou  fairest  among  women? 
What  is  thy  beloved  more  than  another  beloved, 
That  thou  dost  so  adjure  us? 
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THE   SHULAMITE 

My  beloved  is  white  and  ruddy, 

The  chiefest  among  ten  thousand. 

His  head  is  as  the  most  fine  gold, 

His  locks  are  bushy,  and  Hack  as  a  raven. 

His  eyes  are  like  doves  beside  the  water  brooks; 

Washed  with  milk,  and  fitly  set. 

His  cheeks  are  as  a  bed  of  spices,  as  banks  of  sweet  herbs:  • 

His  lips  are  as  lilies,  dropping  liquid  myrrh. 

His  hands  are  as  rings  of  gold  set  ivith  beryl: 

His  body  is  as  ivory  work  overlaid  with  sapphires. 

His  legs  are  as  pillars  of  marble,  set  upon  sockets  of  fine  gold: 

His  aspeft  is  like  Lebanon,  excellent  as  the  cedars. 

His  mouth  is  most  sweet:  yea,  he  is  altogether  lovely. 

This  is  my  beloved,  and  this  is  my  friend, 

O  daughters  of  Jerusalem. 

THE    DAUGHTERS    OF  JERUSALEM 

Whither  is  thy  beloved  gone, 

0  thou  fairest  among  women? 
Whither  hath  thy  beloved  turned  him, 
That  we  may  seek  him  with  thee? 

THE    SHULAMITE 

My  beloved  is  gone  down  to  his  gar  den,  to  the  beds  of  spices* 
To  feed  in  the  gardens,  and  to  gather  lilies. 

1  am  my  beloved's,  and  my  beloved  is  mine: 
He  feedeth  his  flock  among  the  lilies. 

Scene  V 

KING   SOLOMON 

Thou  art  beautiful,  O  my  love,  as  Tirzah, 

Comely  as  Jerusalem, 

Terrible  as  an  army  with  banners. 
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Turn  away  thine  eyes  from  me, 
For  they  have  overcome  me. 
Thy  hair  is  as  a  flock  of  goats, 
That  lie  along  the  side  of  Gilead. 

Thy  teeth  are  like  a  flock  of  ewes, 

Which  are  come  up  from  the  washing; 

W^hereof  every  one  hath  twins, 

And  none  is  bereaved  among  them. 

Thy  temples  are  like  a  piece  of  pomegranate 

Behind  thy  veil. 

There  are  threescore  queens,  and  fourscore  concubines, 

And  virgins  without  number. 

My  dove,  my  undefiled',  is  hut  one; 

She  is  the  only  one  of  her  mother; 

She  is  the  choice  one  of  her  that  hore  her. 

The  daughters  saw  her,  and  called  her  Hessed; 

Yea,  the  queens  and  the  concubines,  and  they  praised  her. 

THE  DAUGHTERS  OF  JERUSALEM 

\Vko  is  she  that  looketh  forth  as  the  morning, 

Fair  as  the  moon, 

Clear  as  the  sun, 

Terrible  as  an  army  with  banners? 

THE    SHULAMITE 

I  went  down  into  the  garden  of  nuts, 
To  see  the  green  plants  of  the  valley, 
To  see  whether  the  vine  budded, 
And  the  pomegranates  were  in  flower. 
Or  ever  I  was  aware,  my  soul  set  me 
Among  the  chariots  of  my  princely  people. 

THE   DAUGHTERS    OF  JERUSALEM 

Return,  return,  O  Shulamite; 

Return,  return,  that  we  may  look,  upon  thee* 
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THE   SHULAMITE 

Why  will  ye  look  upon  the  Shulamitc, 
As  upon  the  dance  ofMahanaim? 

KING   SOLOMON 

How  beautiful  are  thy  feet  in  sandals,  O  prince's  daughter! 

The  joints  of  thy  thighs  are  like  jewels. 

The  work  of  the  hands  of  a  cunning  workman. 

Thy  navel  is  like  a  round  goblet, 

Wherein  no  mingled  wine  is  wanting; 

Thy  belly  is  like  a  heap  of  wheat 

Set  about  with  lilies. 

Thy  two  br 'easts  are  like  two  fawns 

That  are  twins  of  a  roe. 

Thy  neck  is  like  the  tower  of  ivory; 

Thine  eyes  as  the  pools  in  Heshbon,  by  the  gate  ofHath-rabbim; 

Thy  nose  is  like  the  tower  of  Lebanon 

Which  looketh  toward  Damascus. 

Thine  head  upon  thee  is  like  Carmel, 
And  the  hair  of  thine  head  like  purple; 
The  king  is  held  captive  in  the  tresses  thereof. 
How  fair  and  how  pleasant  art  thou, 

0  love,  for  delights! 

This  thy  stature  is  like  to  a  palm  tree, 
And  thy  breasts  to  clusters  of  grapes. 

1  said,  "I  tuill  climb  up  into  the  palm  tree, 
I  will  take  hold  of  the  branches  thereof" : 
Let  thy  breasts  he  as  clusters  of  the  vine, 
And  the  smell  of  thy  breath  like  apples; 
And  thy  mouth  like  the  best  wine, 

That  goeth  down  smoothly  for  my  beloved, 
Gliding  through  the  lips  of  those  that  are  asleep. 
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THE   SHULAMITE 

I  am  my  beloved's, 

And  his  desire  is  toward  we. 

Come,  my  beloved,  let  us  go  forth  into  the  field; 

Let  us  lodge  in  the  tillages. 

Let  us  get  up  early  to  the  vineyards; 

Let  us  see  whether  the  vine  hath  budded,  and  its  blossom  be  open, 

And  the  pomegranates  be  in  flower: 

There  ivill  I  give  thee  my  love. 

The  mandrakes  give  forth  fragrance, 

And  at  our  doors  are  all  manner  of  precious  fruits,  new  and  old. 

Which  I  have  laid  up  for  thee,  O  my  beloved. 

Oh  that  thou  wert  as  my  brother, 

That  sucked  the  breasts  of  my  mother! 

When  I  should  find  thee  withouty  I  would  kiss  thee; 

Yea,  and  none  would  despise  me. 

I  would  lead  thee,  and  bring  thee  into  my  mother's  house. 

Who  would  instrud  me; 

I  would  cause  thee  to  drink  of  spiced  wine, 

Of  the  juice  of  my  pomegranate. 

His  left  hand  should  be  under  my  head, 

And  his  right  hand  should  embrace  me. 

1  adjure  you,  O  daughters  of  Jerusalem, 
That  ye  stir  not  up,  nor  awaken  love, 
Until  it  please. 

Scene  VI 

THE  DAUGHTERS   OF  JERUSALEM 

Who  is  this  that  cometh  up  from  the  wilderness, 
Leaning  upon  her  beloved? 
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KING  SOLOMON 

Under  the  apple  tree  I  awakened  thee: 
There  thy  mother  was  in  travail  with  thee, 
There  was  she  in  travail  that  Ir ought  thee  forth. 

THE  SHULAMITE 

Set  we  as  a  seal  upon  thine  heart,  as  a  seal  upon  thine  arm: 

For  love  is  strong  as  death; 

jealousy  is  cruel  as  the  grave: 

The  flashes  thereof  are  flashes  of  fire, 

A  very  flame  of  the  Lord. 

Many  waters  cannot  quench  love, 

Neither  can  the  floods  drown  it: 

If  a  man  would  give  all  the  substance  of  his  house  for  love, 

He  would  utterly  be  contemned. 

THE   BROTHERS 

We  have  a  little  sister, 

And  she  hath  no  breasts: 

What  shall  we  do  for  our  sister 

In  the  day  when  she  shall  be  spoken  for? 

If  she  be  a  wall, 

We  will  louild  upon  her  a  turret  of  silver: 

And  if  she  be  a  door, 

We  will  inclose  her  with  boards  of  cedar. 

THE  SHULAMITE 

I  am  a  wall,  and  my  breasts  like  the  towers  thereof: 
Then  was  I  in  his  eyes  as  one  that  found  peace. 

Solomon  had  a  vineyard  at  BaaHiamon; 

He  let  out  the  vineyard  unto  keepers; 

Every  one  for  the  fruit  thereof  was  to  bring  a  thousand  pieces  of  silver. 
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My  vineyard,  which  is  mine,  is  before  me: 
Thou,  O  Solomon,  shalt  have  the  thousand, 
And  those  that  keep  the  fruit  thereof  two  hundred. 


KING    SOLOMON 


Thou  that  dwellest  in  the  gardens, 
Tke  companions  hearken  for  thy  voice: 
Cause  me  to  hear  it. 


THE    SHULAMITE 


Make  haste,  my  ~beloved, 

And  fee  thou  like  to  a  roe  or  to  a  young  hart 

Upon  the  mountains  of  spices. 
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A  TALE 

THE  PROPHETICAL  LITERATURE  of  the  Oil  Testament  was  a  tiling 
in  itself,  not  giving  rise  to  any  later  literary  form,  except  to  the  degree 
that  allegory  can  le  said  to  have  sprung  from  it;  the  methods  of  the 
Jewish  historians  were  also  in  large  measure  peculiar  to  themselves;  but 
in  the  short  tales  that  appear  in  the  Old  Testament  and  in  the  Apocrypha 
one  meets  examples  of  the  most  universal  and  ultimately  the  most  popu- 
lar type  of  all  literature — prose  fiftion,  destined  at  long  last  to  develop 
into  the  modern  novel. 

The  Book  of  R.uth,  as  already  mentioned,  was  written  in  the  fourth 
century  as  a  protest  against  the  harsh  policy  of  Nchcmiah  and  Ezra  in 
forbidding  racial  intermarriage,  By  skilfully  taking  advantage  of  an  old 
legend  of  a  Moabite  strain  in  King  David,  and  accounting  for  it  hy  the 
marriage  of  David's  ancestor,  Boaz,  to  Ruth,  a  woman  of  Moab,  the 
author  was  able  to  reinforce  his  generous  thesis  by  the  appeal  to  tradi- 
tion. Surely  no  other  work  of  protest  was  ever  written  in  so  gentle  or 
appealing  a  manner.  In  /a<3,  it  was  done  too  beautifully  for  its  own  pur- 
pose, and  men  remembered  its  pastoral  simplicity  and  its  charm  of  in- 
dividual charaflerization  while  they  forgot  its  message  of  tolerance. 
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A  TALE 


Now  IT  CAME  TO  PASS  in  the  days  when  the  judges  ruled,  that 
there  was  a  famine  in  the  land.  And  a  certain  man  of  Beth- 
lehem-judah  went  to  sojourn  in  the  country  of  Moab,  he,  and 
his  wife,  and  his  two  sons.  And  the  name  of  the  man  was  Elime- 
lech,  and  the  name  of  his  wife  Naomi,  and  the  name  of  his  two 
sons  Mahlon  and  Chilion,  Ephrathites  of  Beth-lehem-judah.  And 
they  came  into  the  country  of  Moab,  and  continued  there.  And 
Elimelech  Naomi's  husband  died;  and  she  was  left,  and  her  two 
sons.  And  they  took  them  wives  of  the  women  of  Moab;  the 
name  of  the  one  was  Orpah,  and  the  name  of  the  other  Ruth:  and 
they  dwelled  there  about  ten  years.  And  Mahlon  and  Chilion 
died  also  both  of  them;  and  the  woman  was  left  of  her  two  sons 
and  her  husband. 

Then  she  arose  with  her  daughters-in-law,  that  she  might  re- 
turn from  the  country  of  Moab:  for  she  had  heard  in  the  country 
of  Moab  how  that  the  Lord  had  visited  his  people  in  giving 
them  bread.  Wherefore  she  went  forth  out  of  the  place  where 
she  was,  and  her  two  daughters-in-law  with  her;  and  they  went 
on  the  way  to  return  unto  the  land  of  Judah. 

And  Naomi  said  unto  her  two  daughters-in-law,  "Go,  re- 
turn each  to  her  mother's  house:  the  Lord  deal  kindly  with  you, 
as  ye  have  dealt  with  the  dead,  and  with  me.  The  Lord  grant 
you  that  ye  may  find  rest,  each  of  you  in  the  house  of  her  hus- 
band." 

Then  she  kissed  them;  and  they  lifted  up  their  voice,  and 
wept.  And  they  said  unto  her,  "Surely  we  will  return  with  thee 
unto  thy  people/' 
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And  Naomi  said,  "Turn  again,  my  daughters:  why  will  ye  go 
with  me?  are  there  yet  any  more  sons  in  my  womb,  that  they 
may  be  your  husbands?  Turn  again,  my  daughters,  go  your  way; 
for  I  am  too  old  to  have  a  husband.  If  I  should  say,  I  have  hope, 
if  I  should  have  a  husband  also  to-night,  and  should  also  bear 
sons;  would  ye  tarry  for  them  till  they  were  grown?  would  ye 
stay  for  them  from  having  husbands?  nay,  my  daughters;  for  it 
grieveth  me  much  for  your  sakes  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is 
gone  out  against  me." 

And  they  lifted  up  their  voice,  and  wept  again:  and  Orpah 
kissed  her  mother-in-law;  but  Ruth  cleaved  unto  her.  And  she 
said,  "Behold,  thy  sister-in-law  is  gone  back  unto  her  people, 
and  unto  her  gods:  return  thou  after  thy  sister-in-law." 

And  Ruth  said,  "Intreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to  return  from 
following  after  thee:  for  whither  thou  goest,  I  will  go;  and 
where  thou  lodgest,  I  will  lodge:  thy  people  shall  be  my  people, 
and  thy  God  my  God:  where  thou  diest,  will  I  die,  and  there 
will  I  be  buried:  the  Lord  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  ought 
but  death  part  thee  and  me." 

When  she  saw  that  she  was  steadfastly  minded  to  go  with 
her,  then  she  left  speaking  unto  her. 

So  they  two  went  until  they  came  to  Beth-lehem.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  they  were  come  to  Beth-lehem,  that  all  the 
city  was  moved  about  them,  and  they  said,  "Is  this  Naomi?" 

And  she  said  unto  them,  "Call  me  not  Naomi,  call  me  Mara: 
for  the  Almighty  hath  dealt  very  bitterly  with  me.  I  went  out 
full,  and  the  Lord  hath  brought  me  home  again  empty:  why  then 
call  ye  me  Naomi,  seeing  the  Lord  hath  testified  against  me, 
and  the  Almighty  hath  afflicted  me?" 

So  Naomi  returned,  and  Ruth  the  Moabitess,  her  daughter- 
in-law,  with  her,  which  returned  out  of  the  country  of  Moab: 
and  they  came  to  Beth-lehem  in  the  beginning  of  barley  harvest. 
And  Naomi  had  a  kinsman  of  her  husband's,  a  mighty  man  of 
wealth,  of  the  family  of  Elimelech;  and  his  name  was  Boaz.  And 
Ruth  the  Moabitess  said  unto  Naomi,  "Let  me  now  go  to  the 
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field,  and  glean  ears  of  corn  after  him  in  whose  sight  I  shall  find 
grace."  And  she  said  unto  her,  "Go,  my  daughter."  And  she 
went,  and  came,  and  gleaned  in  the  field  after  the  reapers:  and 
her  hap  was  to  light  on  a  part  of  the  field  belonging  unto  Boaz, 
who  was  of  the  kindred  of  Elimelech. 

And,  behold,  Boaz  came  from  Beth-lehem,  and  said  unto  the 
reapers,  "The  Lord  be  with  you."  And  they  answered  him, 
"The  Lord  bless  thee." 

Then  said  Boaz  unto  his  servant  that  was  set  over  the  reapers, 
"Whose  damsel  is  this?" 

And  the  servant  that  was  set  over  the  reapers  answered  and 
said,  "It  is  the  Moabitish  damsel  that  came  back  with  Naomi 
out  of  the  country  of  Moab:  and  she  said,  T  pray  you,  let  me 
glean  and  gather  after  the  reapers  among  the  sheaves';  so  she 
came,  and  hath  continued  even  from  the  morning  until  now, 
that  she  tarried  a  little  in  the  house.'* 

Then  said  Boaz  unto  Ruth,  "Hearest  thou  not,  my  daughter? 
Go  not  to  glean  in  another  field,  neither  go  from  hence,  but 
abide  here  fast  by  my  maidens:  let  thine  eyes  be  on  the  field 
that  they  do  reap,  and  go  thou  after  them:  have  I  not  charged 
the  young  men  that  they  shall  not  touch  thee?  and  when  thou 
art  athirst,  go  unto  the  vessels,  and  drink  of  that  which  the 
young  men  have  drawn/' 

Then  she  fell  on  her  face,  and  bowed  herself  to  the  ground, 
and  said  unto  him,  "Why  have  I  found  grace  in  thine  eyes,  that 
thou  shouldest  take  knpwledge  of  me,  seeing  I  am  a  stranger?" 

And  Boaz  answered  and  said  unto  her,  "It  hath  fully  been 
showed  me  all  that  thou  hast  done  unto  thy  mother-in-law 
since  the  death  of  thine  husband:  and  how  thou  hast  left  thy 
father  and  thy  mother,  and  the  land  of  thy  nativity,  and  art 
come  unto  a  people  which  thou  knewest  not  heretofore.  The 
Lord  recompense  thy  work,  and  a  full  reward  be  given  thee  of 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  under  whose  wings  thou  art  come  to 
trust." 

Then  she  said,  "Let  me  find  favour  in  thy  sight,  my  lord;  for 
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that  thou  hast  comforted  me,  and  for  that  thou  hast  spoken 
friendly  unto  thine  handmaid,  though  I  be  not  like  unto  one  of 
thine  handmaidens." 

And  Boaz  said  unto  her,  "At  mealtime  come  thou  thither,  and 
eat  of  the  bread,  and  dip  thy  morsel  in  the  vinegar." 

And  she  sat  beside  the  reapers:  and  he  reached  her  parched 
corn,  and  she  did  eat,  and  was  sufficed,  and  left.  And  when  she 
was  risen  up  to  glean,  Boaz  commanded  his  young  men,  saying, 
"Let  her  glean  even  among  the  sheaves,  and  reproach  her  not: 
and  let  fall  also  some  of  the  handfuls  of  purpose  for  her,  and 
leave  them,  that  she  may  glean  them,  and  rebuke  her  not. " 

So  she  gleaned  in  the  field  until  even,  and  beat  out  that  she 
had  gleaned:  and  it  was  about  an  ephah  of  barley.  And  she  took 
it  up,  and  went  into  the  city:  and  her  mother-in-law  saw  what 
she  had  gleaned:  and  she  brought  forth,  and  gave  to  her  that 
she  had  reserved  after  she  was  sufficed. 

And  her  mother-in-law  said  unto  her,  "Where  hast  thou 
gleaned  to-day?  and  where  wroughtest  thou?  blessed  be  he  that 
did  take  knowledge  of  thee. " 

And  she  showed  her  mother-in-law  with  whom  she  had 
wrought,  and  said,  "The  man's  name  with  whom  I  wrought  to- 
day is  Boaz." 

And  Naomi  said  unto  her  daughter-in-law,  "Blessed  be  he  of 
the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  off  his  kindness  to  the  living  and  to 
the  dead."  And  Naomi  said  unto  her,  "The  man  is  near  of  kin 
unto  us,  one  of  our  next  kinsmen." 

And  Ruth  the  Moabitess  said,  "He  said  unto  me  also,  'Thou 
shalt  keep  fast  by  my  young  men,  until  they  have  ended  all  my 
harvest/" 

And  Naomi  said  unto  Ruth  her  daughter-in-law,  Tt  is  good, 
my  daughter,  that  thou  go  out  with  his  maidens,  that  they  meet 
thee  not  in  any  other  field." 

So  she  kept  fast  by  the  maidens  of  Boaz  to  glean  unto  the  end 
of  barley  harvest  and  of  wheat  harvest;  and  dwelt  with  her 
mother-in-law. 

Then  Naomi  her  mother-in-law  said  unto  her,  "My  daughter, 
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shall  I  not  seek  rest  for  thee,  that  it  may  be  well  with  thee?  And 
now  is  not  Boaz  of  our  kindred,  with  whose  maidens  thou  wast? 
Behold,  he  winnoweth  barley  to-night  in  the  threshingfloor. 
Wash  thyself  therefore,  and  anoint  thee,  and  put  thy  raiment 
upon  thee,  and  get  thee  down  to  the  floor:  but  make  not  thyself 
known  unto  the  man,  until  he  shall  have  done  eating  and  drink- 
ing. And  it  shall  be,  when  he  lieth  down,  that  thou  shalt  mark 
the  place  where  he  shall  lie,  and  thou  shalt  go  in,  and  uncover 
his  feet,  and  lay  thee  down;  and  he  will  tell  thee  what  thou 
shalt  do." 

And  she  said  unto  her,  "All  that  thou  sayest  unto  me  I  will 
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And  she  went  down  unto  the  floor,  and  did  according  to  all 
that  her  mother-in-law  bade  her.  And  when  Boaz  had  eaten  and 
drunk,  and  his  heart  was  merry,  he  went  to  lie  down  at  the  end 
of  the  heap  of  corn:  and  she  came  softly,  and  uncovered  his  feet, 
and  laid  her  down.  And  it  came  to  pass  at  midnight,  that  the 
man  was  afraid,  and  turned  himself:  and,  behold,  a  woman  lay 
at  his  feet. 

And  he  said,  "Who  art  thou?" 

And  she  answered,  "I  am  Ruth  thine  handmaid:  spread  there- 
fore thy  skirt  over  thine  handmaid;  for  thou  art  a  near  kinsman/' 

And  he  said,  "Blessed  be  thou  of  the  Lord,  my  daughter:  for 
thou  hast  showed  more  kindness  in  the  latter  end  than  at  the 
beginning,  inasmuch  as  thou  followedst  not  young  men, 
whether  poor  or  rich.  And  now,  my  daughter,  fear  not;  I  will 
do  to  thee  all  that  thou  requirest:  for  all  the  city  of  my  people 
doth  know  that  thou  art  a  virtuous  woman.  And  now  it  is  true 
that  I  am  thy  near  kinsman:  howbeit. there  is  a  kinsman  nearer 
than  I.  Tarry  this  night,  and  it  shall  be  in  the  morning,  that  if  he 
will  perform  unto  thee  the  part  of  a  kinsman,  well;  let  him  do 
the  kinsman's  part:  but  if  he  will  not  do  the  part  of  a  kinsman 
to  thee,  then  will  I  do  the  part  of  a  kinsman  to  thee,  as  the  Lord 
liveth:  lie  down  until  the  morning." 

And  she  lay  at  his  feet  until  the  morning:  and  she  rose  up  be- 
fore one  could  know  another. 
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And  he  said,  "Let  it  not  be  known  that  a  woman  came  into 
tlie  floor."  Also  he  said,  "Bring  the  veil  that  thou  hast  upon  thee, 
and  hold  it." 

And  when  she  held  it,  he  measured  six  measures  of  barley, 
and  laid  it  on  her:  and  she  went  into  the  city.  And  when  she 
came  to  her  mother-in-law,  she  said,  "Who  art  thou,  my  daugh- 
ter?" 

And  she  told  her  all  that  the  man  had  done  to  her.  And  she 
said,  "These  six  measures  of  barley  gave  he  me;  for  he  said  to 
me,  'Go  not  empty  unto  thy  mother-in-law. '" 

Then  said  she,  "Sit  still,  my  daughter,  until  thou  know  how 
the  matter  will  fall:  for  the  man  will  not  be  in  rest,  until  he 
have  finished  the  thing  this  day. " 

Then  went  Boaz  up  to  the  gate,  and  sat  him  down  there:  and, 
behold,  the  kinsman  of  whom  Boaz  spoke  came  by;  unto  whom 
he  said,  "Ho,  such  a  one!  turn  aside,  sit  down  here/' 

And  he  turned  aside,  and  sat  down.  And  he  took  ten  men  of 
the  elders  of  the  city,  and  said,  "Sit  ye  down  here."  And  they 
sat  down. 

And  he  said  unto  the  kinsman,  "Naomi,  that  is  come  again 
out  of  the  country  of  Moab,  selleth  a  parcel  of  land,  which  was 
our  brother  Elimelech's:  and  I  thought  to  advertise  thee,  saying, 
'Buy  it  before  the  inhabitants,  and  before  the  elders  of  my 
people.  If  thou  wilt  redeem  it,  redeem  it':  but  if  thou  wilt  not 
redeem  it,  then  tell  me,  that  I  may  know:  for  there  is  none  to 
redeem  it  beside  thee;  and  I  am  after  thee." 

And  he  said,  "I  will  redeem  it." 

Then  said  Boaz,  "What  day  thou  buyest  the  field  of  the  hand 
of  Naomi,  thou  must  buy  it  also  of  Ruth  the  Moabitess,  the  wife 
of  the  dead,  to  raise  up  the  name  of  the  dead  upon  his  in- 
heritance." 

And  the  kinsman  said,  "I  cannot  redeem  it  for  myself,  lest  I 
mar  mine  own  inheritance:  redeem  thou  my  right  to  thyself;  for 
I  cannot  redeem  it." 

(Now  this  was  the  manner  in  former  time  in  Israel  concern- 
ing redeeming  and  concerning  changing,  for  to  confirm  all 
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things;  a  man  plucked  off  his  shoe,  and  gave  it  to  his  neighbour: 
and  this  was  a  testimony  in  Israel.)  Therefore  the  kinsman  said 
unto  Boaz,  "Buy  it  for  thee."  So  he  drew  off  his  shoe. 

And  Boaz  said  unto  the  elders,  and  unto  all  the  people,  "Ye 
are  witnesses  this  day,  that  I  have  bought  all  that  was  Elime- 
lech's,  and  all  that  was  Chilion's  and  Mahlon's,  of  the  hand  of 
Naomi.  Moreover  Ruth  the  Moabitess,  the  wife  of  Mahlon, 
have  I  purchased  to  be  my  wife,  to  raise  up  the  name  of  the  dead 
upon  his  inheritance,  that  the  name  of  the  dead  be  not  cut  off 
from  among  his  brethren,  and  from  the  gate  of  his  place:  ye  are 
witnesses  this  day." 

And  all  the  people  that  were  in  the  gate,  and  the  elders,  said, 
"We  are  witnesses.  The  Lord  make  the  woman  that  is  come 
into  thine  house  like  Rachel  and  like  Leah,  which  two  did 
build  the  house  of  Israel:  and  do  thou  worthily  in  Ephratah, 
and  be  famous  in  Beth-lehem:  and  let  thy  house  be  like  the  house 
of  Pharez,  whom  Tamar  bore  unto  Judah,  of  the  seed  which  the 
Lord  shall  give  thee  of  this  young  woman/' 

So  Boaz  took  Ruth,  and  she  was  his  wife:  and  when  he  went 
in  unto  her,  the  Lord  gave  her  conception,  and  she  bore  a  son. 

And  the  women  said  unto  Naomi,  "Blessed  be  the  Lord, 
which  hath  not  left  thee  this  day  without  a  kinsman,  that  his 
name  may  be  famous  in  Israel.  And  he  shall  be  unto  thee  a  re- 
storer of  thy  life,  and  a  nourisher  of  thine  old  age:  for  thy 
daughter-in-law  which  loveth  thee,  which  is  better  to  thee 
than  seven  sons,  hath  borne  him." 

And  Naomi  took  the  child,  and  laid  it  in  her  bosom,  and  be- 
came nurse  unto  it.  And  the  women  her  neighbours  gave  it  a 
name,  saying,  "There  is  a  son  born  to  Naomi;  and  they  called 
his  name  Obed:  he  is  the  father  of  Jesse,  the  father  of  David." 
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A  TALE 

THE  MOST  RIDICULOUSLY  MISUNDERSTOOD  of  all  the  works  in  the 
'Bible  has  been  the  Book  of  Jonah.  Misplaced  in  ancient  times  among  the 
•prophetical  writings  simply  because  its  hero  is  the  prophet  ]onah — as  if 
one  were  to  ascribe  the  authorship  of  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin'  to  Uncle  Tom 
himself;  and  then  in  modern  times  becoming  a  cause  celebre  between 
fundamentalists  and  skeptics  on  account  of  the  dubious  possibility  of  a 
man's  being  able  to  survive  "in  the  belly  of  a  fish"  "the  one  party  main" 
taining  that  it  would  be  quite  possible  if  the  fish  were  large  enough  and 
the  man  could  somehow  get  there  intaft,  the  other  denying  that  any  such 
fish  is  to  be  found  in  all  the  seven  seas.  Amid  these  absurdities,  the  real 
value  and  beauty  of  the  booh  were  lost  sight  of  equally  by  the  pious  and 
the  impious. 

Like  R.uth,  the  Book  of  Jonah  Wongs  to  the  realm  of  protest  fidion. 
Written  probably  in  the  third  century,  it  shows  how  the  racial  bigotry 
of  the  prophet  was  rebuked  by  the  religious  tolerance  of  God  himself  who 
still  regarded  as  his  children  the  inhabitants  of  that  wickedest  of  cities, 
"Nineveh.  The  work  stands  with  Ruth  and  some  passages  in  the  work  of 
the  Unfenoum  Prophet  of  the  Exile  as  the  noblest  expression  of  the  uni- 
versality of  religion  to  be  found  in  the  Old  Testament. 


[794! 


JONAH 


A  TALE 


Now  THE  WORD  OF  THE  LORD  came  unto  Jonah  the  son  of 
Amittai,  saying,  "Arise,  go  to  Nineveh,  that  great  city, 
and  cry  against  it;  for  their  wickedness  is  come  up  before  me." 

But  Jonah  rose  up  to  flee  unto  Tarshish  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  and  went  down  to  Joppa;  and  he  found  a  ship  going  to 
Tarshish:  so  he  paid  the  fare  thereof,  and  went  down  into  it,  to 
go  with  them  unto  Tarshish  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

But  the  Lord  sent  out  a  great  wind  into  the  sea,  and  there  was 
a  mighty  tempest  in  the  sea,  so  that  the  ship  was  like  to  be 
broken.  Then  the  mariners  were  afraid,  and  cried  every  man 
unto  his  god,  and  cast  forth  the  wares  that  were  in  the  ship  into 
the  sea,  to  lighten  it  of  them.  But  Jonah  was  gone  down  into  the 
sides  of  the  ship;  and  he  lay,  and  was  fast  asleep. 

So  the  shipmaster  came  to  him,  and  said  unto  him,  "What 
meanest  thou,  O  sleeper?  arise,  call  upon  thy  God,  if  so  be  that 
God  will  think  upon  us,  that  we  perish  not." 

And  they  said  every  one  to  his  fellow,  "Come,  and  let  us 
cast  lots,  that  we  may  know  for  whose  cause  this  evil  is  upon 
us."  So  they  cast  lots,  and  the  lot  fell  upon  Jonah. 

Then  said  they  unto  him,  "Tell  us,  we  pray  thee,  for  whose 
cause  this  evil  is  upon  us;  what  is  thine  occupation?  and  whence 
comest  thou?  what  is  thy  country?  and  of  what  people  art  thou?" 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "I  am  a  Hebrew;  and  I  fear  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  heaven,  which  hath  made  the  sea  and  the  dry  land." 

Then  were  the  men  exceedingly  afraid,  and  said  unto  him, 
"Why  hast  thou  done  this?"  For  the  men  knew  that  he  fled  from 
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the  presence  of  the  Lord,  because  he  had  told  them.  Then  said 
they  unto  him,  "What  shall  we  do  unto  thee,  that  the  sea  may 
be  calm  unto  us?"  for  the  sea  wrought,  and  was  tempestuous. 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Take  me  up,  and  cast  me  forth  into 
the  sea;  so  shall  the  sea  be  calm  unto  you:  for  I  know  that  for  my 
sake  this  great  tempest  is  upon  you." 

Nevertheless  the  men  rowed  hard  to  bring  it  to  the  land;  but 
they  could  not:  for  the  sea  wrought,  and  was  tempestuous 
against  them.  Wherefore  they  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said, 
"We  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  let  us  not  perish 
for  this  man's  life,  and  lay  not  upon  us  innocent  blood:  for  thou, 
O  Lord,  hast  done  as  it  pleased  thee/1 

So  they  took  up  Jonah,  and  cast  him  forth  into  the  sea:  and 
the  sea  ceased  from  her  raging.  Then  the  men  feared  the  Lord 
exceedingly,  and  offered  a  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord,  and  made 
vows. 

Now  the  Lord  had  prepared  a  great  fish  to  swallow  up 
Jonah.  And  Jonah  was  in  the  belly  of  the  fish  three  days  and 
three  nights.  Then  Jonah  prayed  unto  the  Lord  his  God  out  of 
the  fish's  belly  and  said, 

"I  cried  ly  reason  of  mine  afflidion  unto  the  Lord, 
And  he  heard  me; 
Out  of  the  lelly  of  hell  cried  I, 
And  thou  heardest  my  voice. 
For  thou  hadst  cast  me  into  the  deep, 
In  the  midst  of  the  seas; 
And  the  floods  compassed  me  ahout: 
All  thy  lillows  and  thy  waves  passed  over  me. 
Then  I  said,  'I  am  cast  out  of  thy  sight;    ' 
Yet  I  will  look  again  toward  thy  holy  temple.  * 
The  waters  compassed  me  about,  even  to  the  soul: 
The  depth  closed  me  round  alout, 
The  weeds  were  wrapped  about  my  head. 
I  went  down  to  the  bottoms  of  the  mountains; 
The  earth  with  her  lars  was  about  me  for  ever: 
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Yet  hast  thou  Irought  up  my  Kfe  /row  corruption,  O  Lord  my  God. 

When  my  soul  fainted  within  me  I  remembered  the  Lord: 

And  my  prayer  came  in  unto  thee, 

Into  thine  holy  temple. 

They  that  observe  lying  vanities  forsake  their  own  mercy. 

But  1  will  sacrifice  unto  thee  with  the  voice  of  thanksgiving; 

I  will  pay  that  that  I  have  vowed. 

Salvation  is  of  the  Lord.39 

And  the  Lord  spoke  unto  the  fish,  and  it  vomited  out  Jonah 
upon  the  dry  land. 

And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  Jonah  the  second  time, 
saying,  "Arise,  go  unto  Nineveh,  that  great  city,  and  preach 
unto  it  the  preaching  that  I  bid  thee." 

So  Jonah  arose,  and  went  unto  Nineveh,  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord.  Now  Nineveh  was  an  exceedingly  great  city 
of  three  days'  journey.  And  Jonah  began  to  enter  into  the  city  a 
day's  journey,  and  he  cried,  and  said,  "Yet  forty  days,  and 
Nineveh  shall  be  overthrown." 

So  the  people  of  Nineveh  believed  God,  and  proclaimed  a 
fast,  and  put  on  sackcloth,  from  the  greatest  of  them  even  to  the 
least  of  them.  For  word  came  unto  the  king  of  Nineveh,  and  he 
arose  from  his  throne,  and  he  laid  his  robe  from  him,  and  cover- 
ed him  with  sackcloth,  and  sat  in  ashes.  And  he  caused  it  to  be 
proclaimed  and  published  through  Nineveh  by  the  decree  of  the 
king  and  his  nobles,  saying, 

"Let  neither  man  nor  beast,  herd  nor  flock,  taste  any  thing: 
let  them  not  feed,  nor  drink  water:  but  let  man  and  beast  be 
covered  with  sackcloth,  and  cry  mightily  unto  God:  yea,  let 
them  turn  every  one  from  his  evil  way,  and  from  the  violence 
that  is  in  their  hands.  Who  can  tell  if  God  will  turn  and  repent, 
and  turn  away  from  his  fierce  anger,  that  we  perish  not?" 

And  God  saw  their  works,  that  they  turned  from  their  evil 
way;  and  God  repented  of  the  evil  that  he  had  said  that  he 
would  do  unto  them;  and  he  did  it  not. 
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But  it  displeased  Jonah  exceedingly,  and  he  was  very  angry. 
And  he  prayed  unto  the  Lord,  and  said, 

*I  pray  thee,  O  Lord,  was  not  this  my  saying,  when  I  was  yet 
in  my  country?  Therefore  I  fled  before  unto  Tarshish:  for  I  knew 
that  thou  art  a  gracious  God,  and  merciful,  slow  to  anger,  and 
of  great  kindness,  and  repentest  thee  of  the  evil.  Therefore  now, 
O  Lord,  take,  I  beseech  thee,  my  life  from  me;  for  it  is  better 
for  me  to  die  than  to  live." 

Then  said  the  Lord,  "Doest  thou  well  to  be  angry?" 

So  Jonah  went  out  of  the  city,  and  sat  on  the  east  side  of  the 
city,  and  there  made  him  a  booth,  and  sat  under  it  in  the  shad- 
ow, till  he  might  see  what  would  become  of  the  city. 

And  the  Lord  God  prepared  a  gourd,  and  made  it  to  come 
up  over  Jonah,  that  it  might  be  a  shadow  over  his  head,  to  de- 
liver him  from  his  grief.  So  Jonah  was  exceeding  glad  of  the 
gourd. 

But  God  prepared  a  worm  when  the  morning  rose  the  next 
day,  and  it  smote  the  gourd  that  it  withered. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  sun  did  arise,  that  God  pre- 
pared a  vehement  east  wind;  and  the  sun  beat  upon  the  head  of 
Jonah,  that  he  fainted,  and  wished  in  himself  to  die,  and  said, 
"It  is  better  for  me  to  die  than  to  live." 

And  God  said  to  Jonah,  "Doest  thou  well  to  be  angry  for  the 
gourd?" 

And  he  said,  "I  do  well  to  be  angry,  even  unto  death. " 

Then  said  the  Lord, 

"Thou  hast  had  pity  on  the  gourd,  for  the  which  thou  hast 
not  laboured,  neither  madest  it  grow;  which  came  up  in  a  night, 
and  perished  in  a  night.  And  should  not  I  spare  Nineveh,  that 
great  city,  wherein  are  more  than  sixscore  thousand  persons, 
that  cannot  discern  between  their  right  hand  and  their  left 
hand;  and  also  much  cattle?" 
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A  TALE 

THOUGH  PARTS  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  DANIEL  may  lelong  to  the  third  cen- 
tury, the  bulk  of  it  was  undoubtedly  written  during  the  Maccabcan  re- 
bellion in  the  second  century  to  encourage  the  Jews  in  their  patriotic 
struggle.  Dim  stories  of  a  legendary  Exilic  -prophet  were  woven  together 
and  supplemented  ly  an  allegorical  account  of  later  history  down  to  the 
contemporary  period  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes.  The  ending  is  an  example 
of  apocalyptic  or  "revealed"  literature  in  which  a  hidden  meaning  is  con- 
veyed by  the  text  to  those  initiated — a  most  useful  form  in  times  of  per" 
secution.  In  the  case  of  Daniel  the  specific  meaning  was  so  well  concealed 
that  the  origin  of  the  work  was  soon  forgotten,  and  as  with  Jonah  its 
authorship  was  ascribed  to  its  central  character.  When  writings  circu- 
lated only  in  manuscript  it  was,  of  course.,  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world 
for  utter  confusion  to  arise  as  to  the  date  of  the  original  composition. 

"The  Song  of  the  Three  Children/1  which  appears  as  a  Psalm  of 
Praise  in  the  Prayer  Boole  of  the  Church  of  England,  is  a  part  of  the 
Apocryphal  version  of  Daniel. 
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IN  THE  THIRD  YEAR  of  the  reign  of  Jehoiakim  Icing  of  Judah  came 
Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  unto  Jerusalem,  and  be- 
sieged it.  And  the  Lord  gave  Jehoiakim  king  of  Judah  into  his 
hand,  with  part  of  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God:  which  he 
carried  into  the  land  of  Shinar  to  the  house  of  his  god;  and  he 
brought  the  vessels  into  the  treasure  house  of  his  god. 

And  the  king  spoke  unto  Ashpenaz  the  master  of  his  eunuchs, 
that  he  should  bring  certain  of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  of  the 
king's  seed,  and  of  the  princes;  children  in  whom  was  no  blem- 
ish, but  well  favoured,  and  skilful  in  all  wisdom,  and  cunning 
in  knowledge,  and  understanding  science,  and  such  as  had 
ability  in  them  to  stand  in  the  king's  palace,  and  whom  they 
might  teach  the  learning  and  the  tongue  of  the  Chaldeans. 

And  the  king  appointed  them  a  daily  provision  of  the  king's 
meat,  and  of  the  wine  which  he  drank:  so  nourishing  them  three 
years,  that  at  the  end  thereof  they  might  stand  before  the  king. 

Now  among  these  were  of  the  children  of  Judah,  Daniel, 
Hananiah,  Mishael,  and  Azariah:  unto  whom  the  prince  of  the 
eunuchs  gave  names:  for  he  gave  unto  Daniel  the  name  of  Belte- 
shazzar;  and  to  Hananiah,  of  Shadrach;  and  to  Mishael,  of  Me- 
shach;  and  to  Azariah,  of  Abed-nego. 

But  Daniel  purposed  in  his  heart  that  he  would  not  defile 
himself  with  the  portion  of  the  king's  meat,  nor  with  the  wine 
which  he  drank:  therefore  he  requested  of  the  prince  of  the 
eunuchs  that  he  might  not  defile  himself 

Now  God  had  brought  Daniel  into  favour  and  tender  love 
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with  the  prince  of  the  eunuchs.  And  the  prince  of  the  eunuchs 
said  unto  Daniel,  "I  fear  my  lord  the  king,  who  hath  appointed 
your  meat  and  your  drink:  for  why  should  he  see  your  faces 
worse  liking  than  the  children  which  are  of  your  sort?  then 
shall  ye  make  me  endanger  my  head  to  the  king/' 

Then  said  Daniel  to  Melzar,  whom  the  prince  of  the  eunuchs 
had  set  over  Daniel,  Hananiah,  Mishael,  and  Azariah,  Trove 
thy  servants,  I  beseech  thee,  ten  days;  and  let  them  give  us 
pulse  to  eat,  and  water  to  drink.  Then  let  our  countenances  be 
looked  upon  before  thee,  and  the  countenance  of  the  children 
that  eat  of  the  portion  of  the  king's  meat:  and  as  thou  seest, 
deal  with  thy  servants/' 

So  he  consented  to  them  in  this  matter,  and  proved  them  ten 
days.  And  at  the  end  of  ten  days  their  countenances  appeared 
fairer  and  fatter  in  flesh  than  all  the  children  which  did  eat  the 
portion  of  the  king's  meat.  Thus  Melzar  took  away  the  portion 
of  their  meat,  and  the  wine  that  they  should  drink;  and  gave 
them  pulse. 

As  for  these  four  children,  God  gave  them  knowledge  and 
skill  in  all  learning  and  wisdom:  and  Daniel  had  understanding 
in  all  visions  and  dreams.  Now  at  the  end  of  the  days  that  the 
king  had  said  he  should  bring  them  in,  then  the  prince  of  the 
eunuchs  brought  them  in  before  Nebuchadnezzar. 

And  the  king  communed  with  them;  and  among  them  all  was 
found  none  like  Daniel,  Hananiah,  Mishael,  and  Azariah:  there- 
fore stood  they  before  the  king.  And  in  all  matters  of  wisdom 
and  understanding,  that  the  king  enquired  of  them,  he  found 
them  ten  times  better  than  all  the  magicians  and  astrologers 
that  were  in  all  his  realm.  And  Daniel  continued  even  unto 
the  first  year  of  King  Cyrus. 

And  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Nebuchadnezzar  Nebu- 
chadnezzar dreamed  dreams,  wherewith  his  spirit  was  troubled, 
and  his  sleep  broke  from  him.  Then  the  king  commanded  to  call 
the  magicians,  and  the  astrologers,  and  the  sorcerers,  and  the 
Chaldeans,  for  to  show  the  king  his  dreams.  So  they  came  and 
stood  before  the  king. 
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And  the  king  said  unto  them,  "I  have  dreamed  a  dream,  and 
my  spirit  was  troubled  to  know  the  dream/' 

Then  spoke  the  Chaldeans  to  the  king  in  Syriac,  "O  king, 
live  for  ever:  tell  thy  servants  the  dream,  and  we  will  show  the 
interpretation. " 

The  king  answered  and  said  to  the  Chaldeans,  "The  thing  is 
gone  from  me:  if  ye  will  not  make  known  unto  me  the  dream, 
with  the  interpretation  thereof,  ye  shall  be  cut  in  pieces,  and 
your  houses  shall  be  made  a  dunghill.  But  if  ye  show  the  dream, 
and  the  interpretation  thereof,  ye  shall  receive  of  me  gifts  and 
rewards  and  great  honour:  therefore  show  me  the  dream,  and 
the  interpretation  thereof.  * 

They  answered  again  and  said,  "Let  the  king  tell  his  servants 
the  dream,  and  we  will  show  the  interpretation  of  it. " 

The  king  answered  and  said,  "I  know  of  certainty  that  ye 
would  gain  the  time,  because  ye  see  the  thing  is  gone  from  me. 
But  if  ye  will  not  make  known  unto  me  the  dream,  there  is  but 
one  decree  for  you:  for  ye  have  prepared  lying  and  corrupt 
words  to  speak  before  me,  till  the  time  be  changed:  therefore 
tell  me  the  dream,  and  I  shall  know  that  ye  can  show  me  the  in- 
terpretation thereof." 

The  Chaldeans  answered  before  the  king,  and  said,  "There 
is  not  a  man  upon  the  earth  that  can  show  the  king's  matter: 
therefore  there  is  no  king,  lord,  nor  ruler  that  asked  such  things 
at  any  magician,  or  astrologer,  or  Chaldean.  And  it  is  a  rare 
thing  that  the  king  requireth,  and  there  is  none  other  that  can 
show  it  before  the  king,  except  the  gods,  whose  dwelling  is  not 
with  flesh." 

For  this  cause  the  king  was  angry  and  very  furious,  and  conr 
manded  to  destroy  all  the  wise  men  of  Babylon.  And  the  decree 
went  forth  that  the  wise  men  should  be  slain;  and  they  sought 
Daniel  and  his  fellows  to  be  slain. 

Then  Daniel  answered  with  counsel  and  wisdom  to  Arioch 
the  captain  of  the  king's  guard,  which  was  gone  forth  to  slay 
the  wise  men  of  Babylon:  he  answered  and  said  to  Arioch  the 
king's  captain,  "Why  is  the  decree  so  hasty  from  the  king?" 
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Then  Arioch  made  the  thing  known  to  Daniel.  Then  Daniel 
went  in,  and  desired  of  the  king  that  he  would  give  him  time, 
and  that  he  would  show  the  king  the  interpretation. 

Then  Daniel  went  to  his  house,  and  made  the  thing  known  to 
Hananiah,  Mishael,  and  Azariah,  his  companions:  that  they 
would  desire  mercies  of  the  God  of  heaven  concerning  this 
secret;  that  Daniel  and  his  fellows  should  not  perish  with  the 
rest  of  the  wise  men  of  Babylon.  Then  was  the  secret  revealed 
unto  Daniel  in  a  night  vision. 

Therefore  Daniel  went  in  unto  Arioch,  whom  the  king  had 
ordained  to  destroy  the  wise  men  of  Babylon:  he  went  and  said 
thus  unto  him:  "Destroy  not  the  wise  men  of  Babylon:  bring  me 
in  before  the  king,  and  I  will  show  unto  the  king  the  interpre-* 
tation." 

Then  Arioch  brought  in  Daniel  before  the  king  in  haste,  and 
said  thus  unto  him,  "I  have  found  a  man  of  the  captives  of 
Judah,  that  will  make  known  unto  the  king  the  interpretation." 
The  king  answered  and  said  to  Daniel,  whose  name  was  Belte- 
shazzar,  "Art  thou  able  to  make  known  unto  me  the  dream 
which  I  have  seen,  and  the  interpretation  thereof. " 

Daniel  answered  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  and  said,  "The 
secret  which  the  king  hath  demanded  cannot  the  wise  men,  the 
astrologers,  the  magicians,  the  soothsayers,  show  unto  the  king; 
but  there  is  a  God  in  heaven  that  revealeth  secrets,  and  maketh 
known  to  the  king  Nebuchadnezzar  what  shall  be  in  the  latter 
days. 

"Thou,  O  king,  sawest,  and  beheld  a  great  image.  This  great 
image,  whose  brightness  was  excellent,  stood  before  thee;  and 
the  form  thereof  was  terrible.  This  image's  head  was  of  fine 
gold,  his  breast  and  his  arms  of  silver,  his  belly  and  his  thighs  of 
brass,  his  legs  of  iron,  his  feet  part  of  iron  and  part  of  clay. 
Thou  sawest  till  that  a  stone  was  cut  out  without  hands,  which 
smote  the  image  upon  his  feet  that  were  of  iron  and  clay,  and 
broke  them  to  pieces.  Then  was  the  iron,  the  clay,  the  brass,  the 
silver,  and  the  gold,  broken  to  pieces  together,  and  became  like 
the  chaff  of  the  summer  threshingfloors;  and  the  wind  carried 
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them  away,  that  no  place  was  found  for  them:  and  the  stone 
that  smote  the  image  became  a  great  mountain,  and  filled  the 
whole  earth.  This  is  the  dream;  and  we  will  tell  the  interpre- 
tation thereof  before  the  king. 

"Thou,  O  king,  art  a  king  of  kings:  for  the  God  of  heaven 
hath  given  thee  a  kingdom,  power,  and  strength,  and  glory.  And 
wheresoever  the  children  of  men  dwell,  the  beasts  of  the  field 
and  the  fowls  of  the  heaven  hath  he  given  into  thine  hand,  and 
hath  made  thee  ruler  over  them  all.  Thou  art  this  head  of  gold. 
And  after  thee  shall  arise  another  kingdom  inferior  to  thee,  and 
another  third  kingdom  of  brass,  which  shall  bear  rule  over  all 
the  earth.  And  the  fourth  kingdom  shall  be  strong  as  iron:  foras- 
much as  iron  breaketh  in  pieces  and  subdueth  all  things:  and  as 
iron  that  breaketh  all  these,  shall  it  break  in  pieces  and  bruise. 

"And  whereas  thou  sawest  the  feet  and  toes,  part  of  potters' 
clay,  and  part  of  iron,  the  kingdom  shall  be  divided;  but  there 
shall  he  in  it  of  the  strength  of  the  iron,  forasmuch  as  thou 
sawest  the  iron  mixed  with  miry  clay.  And  as  the  toes  of  the 
feet  were  part  of  iron,  and  part  of  clay,  so  the  kingdom  shall  be 
partly  strong,  and  partly  broken.  And  whereas  thou  sawest 
iron  mixed  with  miry  clay,  they  shall  mingle  themselves  with 
the  seed  of  men:  but  they  shall  not  cleave  one  to  another,  even 
as  iron  is  not  mixed  with  clay.  And  in  the  days  of  these  kings 
shall  the  God  of  heaven  set  up  a  kingdom,  which  shall  never  be 
destroyed:  and  the  kingdom  shall  not  be  left  to  other  people, 
but  it  shall  break  in  pieces  and  consume  all  these  kingdoms,  and 
it  shall  stand  for  ever.  Forasmuch  as  thou  sawest  that  the  stone 
was  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands,  and  that  it  broke 
in  pieces  the  iron,  the  brass,  the  clay,  the  silver,  and  the  gold; 
the  great  God  hath  made  known  to  the  king  what  shall  come  to 
pass  hereafter:  and  the  dream  is  certain,  and  the  interpretation 
thereof  sure." 

The  king  answered  unto  Daniel,  and  said,  "Of  a  truth  it  is, 
that  your  God  is  a  God  of  gods,  and  a  Lord  of  kings,  and  a  re- 
vealer  of  secrets,  seeing  thou  couldest  reveal  this  secret." 

Tken  the  king  made  Daniel  a  great  man,  and  gave  him  many 
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great  gifts,  and  made  him  ruler  over  the  whole  province  of 
Babylon,  and  chief  of  the  governors  over  all  the  wise  men  of 
Babylon.  Then  D  aniel  requested  of  the  king,  and  he  set  Shadr  ach, 
Meshach,  and  Abed-nego,  over  the  affairs  of  the  province  of 
Babylon:  but  Daniel  sat  in  the  gate  of  the  king. 

Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  made  an  image  of  gold,  whose 
height  was  threescore  cubits,  and  the  breadth  thereof  six  cubits: 
he  set  it  up  in  the  plain  of  Dura,  in  the  province  of  Babylon. 
Then  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  sent  to  gather  together  the 
princes,  the  governors,  and  the  captains,  the  judges,  the  treas- 
urers, the  counsellors,  the  sheriffs,  and  all  the  rulers  of  the  prov- 
inces, to  come  to  the  dedication  of  the  image  which  Nebu- 
chadnezzar the  king  had  set  up.  Then  the  princes,  the  governors, 
and  captains,  the  judges,  the  treasurers,  the  counsellors,  the 
sheriffs,  and  all  the  rulers  of  the  provinces,  were  gathered  to- 
gether unto  the  dedication  of  the  image  that  Nebuchadnezzar 
the  king  had  set  up;  and  they  stood  before  the  image  that  Nebu- 
chadnezzar had  set  up. 

Then  a  herald  cried  aloud,  "To  you  it  is  commanded,  O 
people,  nations,  and  languages,,  that  at  what  time  ye  hear  the 
sound  of  the  cornet,  flute,  harp,  sackbut,  psaltery,  dulcimer,  and 
all  kinds  of  music,  ye  fall  down  and  worship  the  golden  image 
that  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  hath  set  up:  and  whoso  falleth 
not  down  and  worshippeth  shall  the  same  hour  be  cast  into  the 
midst  of  a  burning  fiery  furnace." 

Therefore  at  that  time,  when  all  the  people  heard  the  sound 
of  the  cornet,  flute,  harp,  sackbut,  psaltery,  and  all  kinds  of 
music,  all  the  people,  the  nations,  and  the  languages,  fell  down 
and  worshipped  the  golden  image  that  Nebuchadnezzar  the 
king  had  set  up. 

Wherefore  at  that  time  certain  Chaldeans  came  near,  and 
accused  the  Jews.  They  spoke  and  said  to  the  king  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, 

"O  king,  live  for  ever.  Thou,  O  king,  hast  made  a  decree, 
that  every  man  that  shall  hear  the  sound  of  the  cornet,  flute, 
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harp,  sackbut,  psaltery,  and  dulcimer,  and  all  kinds  of  music, 
shall  fall  down  and  worship  the  golden  image:  and  whoso 
falleth  not  down  and  worshippeth,  that  he  should  be  cast  into 
the  midst  of  a  burning  fiery  furnace.  There  are  certain  Jews 
whom  thou  hast  set  over  the  affairs  of  the  province  of  Babylon, 
Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego;  these  men,  O  king,  have 
not  regarded  thee:  they  serve  not  thy  gods,  nor  worship  the 
golden  image  which  thou  hast  set  up." 

Then  Nebuchadnezzar  in  his  rage  and  fury  commanded  to 
bring  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego.  Then  they  brought 
these  men  before  the  king. 

Nebuchadnezzar  spoke  and  said  unto  them,  "Is  it  true,  O 
Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego,  do  not  ye  serve  my  gods, 
nor  worship  the  golden  image  which  I  have  set  up?  Now  if  ye  be 
ready  that  at  what  time  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the  cornet,  flute, 
harp,  sackbut,  psaltery,  and  dulcimer,  and  all  kinds  of  music, 
ye  fall  down  and  worship  the  image  which  I  have  made:  well; 
but  if  ye  worship  not,  ye  shall  be  cast  the  same  hour  into  the 
midst  of  a  burning  fiery  furnace;  and  who  is  that  God  that  shall 
deliver  you  out  of  my  hands?" 

Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego,  answered  and  said  to 
the  king,  "O  Nebuchadnezzar,  we  are  not  careful  to  answer 
thee  in  this  matter.  If  it  be  so,  our  God  whom  we  serve  is  able 
to  deliver  us  from  the  burning  fiery  furnace, -and  he  will  deliver 
us  out  of  thine  hand,  O  king.  But  if  not,  be  it  known  unto  thee, 
O  king,  that  we  will  not  serve  thy  gods,  nor  worship  the 
golden  image  which  thou  hast  set  up." 

Then  was  Nebuchadnezzar  full  of  fury,  and  the  form  of  his 
visage  was  changed  against  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego: 
therefore  he  spoke,  and  commanded  that  they  should  heat  the 
furnace  one  seven  times  more  than  it  was  wont  to  be  heated. 
And  he  commanded  the  most  mighty  men  that  were  in  his  army 
to  bind  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego,  and  to  cast  them 
into  the  burning  fiery  furnace.  Then  these  men  were  bound  in 
their  coats,  their  hose,  and  their  hats,  and  their  other  garments, 
and  were  cast  into  the  midst  of  the  burning  fiery  furnace.  There- 

[806] 


DANIEL 

fore  because  the  king's  commandment  was  urgent,  and  the 
furnace  exceeding  hot,  the  flame  of  the  fire  slew  those  men  that 
took  up  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego.  And  these  three 
men,  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego,  fell  down  bound  into 
the  midst  of  the  burning  fiery  furnace. 

Then  the  three,  as  out  of  one  mouth,  praised,  glorified,  and 
blessed  God  in  the  furnace,  saying, 

"Blessed  art  thou,  0  Lord  God  of  our  fathers: 
And  to  le  praised  and  exalted  above  all  for  ever. 

And  llessed  is  thy  glorious  and  holy  name: 
And  to  le  praised  and  exalted  above  all  for  ever. 

Blessed  art  thou  in  the  temple  of  thine  holy  glory: 
And  to  le  praised  and  glorified  alcove  all  for  ever. 

Blessed  art  thou  that  boldest  the  depths,  and  sittest  upon  the 

cherulims: 
And  to  le  praised  and  exalted  above  all  for  ever. 

Blessed  art  thou  on  the  glorious  throne  of  thy  kingdom: 
And  to  le  praised  and  glorified  above  all  for  ever. 

Blessed  art  thou  in  the  firmament  of  heaven: 
And  above  all  to  le  praised  and  glorified  for  ever. 

0  all  ye  works  of  the  Lord,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

0  ye  heavens,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

0  ye  angels  of  the  Lord,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

0  all  ye  waters  that  le  alove  the  heaven,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

O  all  ye  powers  of  the  Lord,  lless  ye  the  Lori: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 
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O  ye  sun  and  moon,  bless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  stars  of  heaven,  Hess  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  every  shower  and  dew,  Hess  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  all  ye  winds,  Hess  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  fire  and  heat,  Hess  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  winter  and  summer,  Hess  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  dews  and  storms  of  snow,  bless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  nights  and  days,  Hess  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  light  and  darkness,  bless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  ice  and  cold,  bless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  frost  and  snow,  Hess  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  lightnings  and  clouds,  bless  ye  the  Lord:  t 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  let  the  earth  Hess  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  mountains  and  little  hills,  Hess  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

O  all  ye  things  that  grow  on  the  earth,  Hess  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
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0  ye  fountains,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

0  ye  seas  and  rivers,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  whales,  and  all  that  move  in  the  waters,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

O  all  ye  fowls  of  the  air,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

O  all  ye  leasts  and  cattle,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  children  of  men,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

0  Israel,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 

Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

O  ye  priests  of  the  Lord,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

0  ye  servants  of  the  Lord,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

O  yc  spirits  and  souls  of  the  righteous,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

0  ye  holy  and  humlle  men  of  heart,  lless  ye  the  Lord: 
Praise  and  exalt  him  alove  all  for  ever. 

O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  lecause  he  is  gracious: 
For  his  mercy  endurethfor  ever. 

O  all  ye  that  worship  the  Lord,  lless  the  God  of  gods,  praise  him, 

and  give  him  thanks: 
For  his  mercy  endurethfor  ever." 

Then  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  was  astonished,  and  rose  up 
in  haste,  and  spoke,  and  said  unto  his  counsellors,  "Did  not  we 
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cast  three  men  bound  into  the  midst  of  the  fire?"  They  answered 
and  said -unto  the  king,  "True,  O  king/' 

He  answered  and  said,  "Lo,  I  see  four  men  loose,  walking  in 
the  midst  of  the  fire,  and  they  have  no  hurt;  and  the  form  of  the 
fourth  is  like  the  Son  of  God." 

Then  Nebuchadnezzar  came  near  to  the  mouth  of  the  burning 
fiery  furnace,  and  spoke,  and  said,  "Shadrach,  Meshach,  and 
Abed-nego,  ye  servants  of  the  most  high  God,  come  forth,  and 
come  hither." 

Then  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego,  came  forth  of  the 
midst  of  the  fire.  And  the  princes,  governors,  and  captains,  and 
the  king's  counsellors,  being  gathered  together,  saw  these  men, 
upon  whose  bodies  the  fire  had  no  power,  nor  was  a  hair  of 
their  head  singed,  neither  were  their  coats  changed,  nor  the 
smell  of  fire  had  passed  on  them. 

Then  Nebuchadnezzar  spoke,  and  said,  "Blessed  he  the  God  of 
Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abedbaego,  who  hath  sent  his  angel,  and  de- 
livered his  servants  that  trusted  in  him,  and  have  changed  the  kings 
word,  and  yielded  their  lodies,  that  they  might  not  serve  nor  worship 
any  god,  except  their  own  God.  'Therefore  I  make  a  decree,  that  every 
ycoylc,  nation,  and  language,  which  speak  any  thing  amiss  against  the 
God  of  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Aled^nego,  shall  be  cut  in  pieces,  and  their 
houses  shall  le  made  a  dunghill:  because  there  is  no  other  God  that  can  de- 
liver after  this  sort. " 

Then  the  king  promoted  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego, 
in  the  province  of  Babylon. 

Nebuchadnezzar  the  king,  unto  all  people,  nations,  and  lan- 
guages, that  dwell  in  all  the  earth: 

Peace  le  multiplied  unto  you.  I  thought  it  good  to  show  the  signs  and 
wonders  that  the  high  God  hath  wrought  toward  me.  How  great  are  his 
signs!  and  how  mighty  are  his  wonders!  his  kingdom  is  an  everlasting 
kingdom,  and  his  dominion  is  from  generation  to  generation. 

I  ~N$uchadnczzar  was  at  rest  in  mine  house,  and  flourishing  in  my 
palace.  1  saw  a  dream  which  made  me  afraid,  and  the  thoughts  upon  my 
led  and  the  visions  of  my  head  troubled  me.  Therefore  made  I  a  decree 

[8xo] 
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to  bring  in  all  the  wise  men  of  Babylon  Before  we,  that  they  might  make 
known  unto  me  the  interpretation  of  the  dream.  Then  came  in  the  ma- 
gicians, the  astrologers,  the  ChaUeans,  and  the  soothsayers:  and  I  told 
the  dream  before  them;  lut  they  did  not  make  known  unto  me  the  in- 
terpretation thereof. 

But  at  the  last  Daniel  came  in  before  me,  whose  name  was  Belte- 
shazzar,  according  to  the  name  of  my  god,  and  in  whom  is  the  spirit  of 
the  holy  gods:  and  before  him  I  told  the  dream,  saying,  "0  Belteshazzar, 
master  of  the  magicians,  because  I  know  that  the  spirit  of  the  holy  gods 
is  in  thee,  and  no  secret  troubled  thee,  tell  me  the  visions  of  my  dream 
that  I  have  seen,  and  the  interpretation  thereof.  Thus  were  the  visions 
of  mine  head  in  my  bed:  I  saw,  and  beheld  a  tree  in  the  midst  of  the 
earth,  and  the  height  thereof  was  great.  The  tree  grew,  and  was  strong, 
and  the  height  thereof  reached  unto  heaven,  and  the  sight  thereof  to  the 
end  of  all  the  earth.  The  leaves  thereof  were  fair,  and  the  fruit  thereof 
much,  and  in  it  was  meat  for  all:  the  leasts  of  the  field  had  shadow 
under  it,  and  the  fowls  of  the  heaven  dwelt  in  the  loughs  thereof,  and  all 
flesh  was  fed  of  it.  I  saw  in  the  visions  of  my  head  upon  my  led,  and, 
lehold,  a  watcher  and  a  holy  one  came  down  from  heaven.  He  cried 
aloud,  and  said  thus,  'Hew  down  the  tree,  and  cut  off  his  branches, 
shake  off  his  leaves,  and  scatter  his  fruit:  let  the  leasts  get  away  from 
under  it,  and  the  fowls  from  his  branches:  nevertheless  leave  the  stump  of 
his  roots  in  the  earth,  even  with  a  land  of  iron  and  brass,  in  the  tender 
grass  of  the  field;  and  let  it  be  wet  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and  let  his 
portion  be  with  the  leasts  in  the  grass  of  the  earth:  let  his  heart  be 
changed  from  man's,  and  let  a  beast's  heart  be  given  unto  him;  and  let 
seven  times  pass  over  him.  This  matter  is  ly  the  decree  of  the  watchers, 
and  the  demand  ly  the  word  of  the  holy  ones:  to  the  intent  that  the  liv- 
ing may  know  that  the  most  High  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men,'  and 
giveth  it  to  whomsoever  he  will,  and  setteth  up  over  it  the  basest  of 
men. '  This  dream  I  King  Nebuchadnezzar  have  seen.  JS(pw  thou,  O 
Belteshazzar,  declare  the  interpretation  thereof,  forasmuch  as  all  the 
wise  men  of  my  kingdom  are  not  able  to  make  known  unto  me  the  in- 
terpretation: lut  thou  art  able;  for  the  spirit  of  the  holy  gods  is  in  thee." 

Then  Daniel,  whose  name  was  Belteshazzar,  was  astonished  for  one 
hour,  and  his  thoughts  troubled  him.  The  king  spoke,  and  said,  "Bel- 
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teshazzar,  let  not  the  dream,  or  the  interpretation  thereof,  trouble  thee.33 
Belteshazzar  answered  and  said,  "My  lord,  the  dream  le  to  them  that 
hate  thee,  and  the  interpretation  thereof  to  thine  enemies.  The  tree  that 
thou  safest,  which  grew,  and  was  strong,  whose  height  reached  unto 
the  heaven,  and  the  sight  thereof  to  all  the  earth;  whose  leaves  were  fair, 
and  the  fruit  thereof  much,  and  in  it  was  meat  for  all;  under  which  the 
leasts  of  the  field  dwelt,  and  upon  whose  "branches  the  fowls  of  the 
heaven  had  their  habitation:  it  is  thou,  0  king,  that  art  grown  and  be- 
come strong:  for  thy  greatness  is  grown,  and  reacheth  unto  heaven,  and 
thy  dominion  to  the  end  of  the  earth.  And  whereas  the  Icing  saw  a 
watcher  and  a  holy  one  coming  down  from  heaven,  and  saying,  'Hew 
the  tree  down,  and  destroy  it;  yet  leave  the  stump  of  the  roots  thereof 
in  the  earth,  even  with  a  land  of  iron  and  brass,  in  the  tender  grass  of 
the  field;  and  let  it  he  wet  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and  let  his  portion  he 
with  the  leasts  of  the  field,  till  seven  times  pass  over  him':  this  is  the 
interpretation,  O  king,  and  this  is  the  decree  of  the  most  High,  which 
is  come  upon  my  lord  the  king:  that  they  shall  drive  thee  from  men,  and 
thy  dwelling  shall  be  with  the  leasts  of  the  field,  and  they  shall  make 
thee  to  eat  grass  as  oxen,  and  they  shall  wet  thee  with  the  dew  of 
heaven,  and  seven  times  shall  pass  over  thee,  till  thou  know  that  the 
most  High  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men,  and  giveth  it  to  whomsoever 
he  will.  And  whereas  they  commanded  to  leave  the  stump  of  the  tree 
roots;  thy  kingdom  shall  le  sure  unto  thee,  after  that  thou  shalt  have 
known  that  the  heavens  do  rule.  Wherefore,  0  king,  let  my  counsel  le 
acceptable  unto  thee,  and  break  ojf  thy  sins  ly  righteousness,  and  thine 
iniquities  ly  showing  mercy  to  the  poor;  if  it  may  le  a  lengthening  of  thy 
tranquillity.99 

All  this  came  upon  the  king  Nebuchadnezzar.  At  the  end  of  twelve 
months  he  walked  in  the  palace  of  the  kingdom  of  Babylon.  The  king 
spoke,  and  said,  "Is  not  this  great  Babylon,  that  I  have  built  for  the 
house  of  the  kingdom  ly  the  might  of  my  power,  and  for  the  honour  of 
my  majesty?"  While  the  word  was  in  the  kings  mouth,  there  fell  a 
voice  from  heaven,  saying,  "O  King  Nebuchadnezzar,  to  thee  it  is 
spoken:  'The  kingdom  is  departed  from  thee.  And  they  shall  drive  thee 
from  men,  and  thy  duelling  shall  be  with  the  leasts  of  the  field:  they 
shall  make  thee  to  eat  grass  as  oxen,  and  seven  times  shall  pass  over  thee, 
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until  thou  know  that  the  most  HigJi  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men,  and 
giveth  it  to  whomsoever  he  will. 

The  same  hour  was  the  thing  fulfilled  upon  Nieluchadnezzar:  and 
he  was  driven  from  men,  and  did  eat  grass  as  oxen,  and  his  body  was 
wet  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  till  his  hairs  were  grown  like  eagles'  feath- 
ers, and  his  nails  like  lirds*  claws.  And  at  the  end  of  the  days  I  l^dr 
uchadnezzar  lifted  up  mine  eyes  unto  heaven,  and  mine  understanding 
returned  unto  me,  and  I  llessed  the  most  High,  and  I  praised  and 
honoured  him  that  liveth  for  ever,  whose  dominion  is  an  everlasting 
dominion,  and  his  kingdom  is  from  generation  to  generation. 

Belshazzar  the  king  made  a  great  feast  to  a  thousand  of  his 
lords,  and  drank  wine  before  the  thousand. 

Belshazzar,  while  he  tasted  the  wine,  commanded  to  bring 
the  golden  and  silver  vessels  which  his  father  Nebuchadnezzar 
had  taken  out  of  the  temple  which  was  in  Jerusalem;  that  the 
king,  and  his  princes,  his  wives,  and  his  concubines,  might 
drink  therein. 

Then  they  brought  the  golden  vessels  that  were  taken  out  of 
the  temple  of  the  house  of  God  which  was  at  Jerusalem;  and  the 
king,  and  his  princes,  his  wives,  and  his  concubines,  drank  in 
them. 

They  drank  wine,  and  praised  the  gods  of  gold,  and  of  silver, 
of  brass,  of  iron,  of  wood,  and  of  stone. 

In  the  same  hour  came  forth  fingers  of  a  man's  hand,  and  wrote 
over  against  the  candlestick  upon  the  plaster  of  the  wall  of  the 
king's  palace:  and  the  king  saw  the  part  of  the  hand  that  wrote. 
Then  the  king's  countenance  was  changed,  and  his  thoughts 
troubled  him,  so  that  the  joints  of  his  loins  were  loosed,  and  his 
knees  smote  one  against  another. 

The  king  cried  aloud  to  bring  in  the  astrologers,  the  Chal- 
deans, and  the  soothsayers.  And  the  king  spoke,  and  said  to  the 
wise  men  of  Babylon,  "Whosoever  shall  read  this  writing,  and 
show  me  the  interpretation  thereof,  shall  be  clothed  with  scar- 
let, and  have  a  chain  of  gold  about  his  neck,  and  shall  be  the 
third  ruler  in  the  kingdom." 

[813] 
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Tken  came  in  all  the  king's  wise  men:  but  they  could  not  read 
the  writing,  nor  make  known  to  the  king  the  interpretation 
thereof.  Then  was  King  Belshazzar  greatly  troubled,  and  his 
countenance  was  changed  in  him,  and  his  lords  were  astonished. 

Now  the  queen  by  reason  of  the  words  of  the  king  and  his 
lords  came  into  the  banquet  house:  and  the  queen  spoke  and 
said,  "O  king,  live  for  ever:  let  not  thy  thoughts  trouble  thee, 
nor  let  thy  countenance  be  changed.  There  is  a  man  in  thy  king- 
dom, in  whom  is  the  spirit  of  the  holy  gods;  and  in  the  days  of 
thy  father  light  and  understanding  and  wisdom,  like  the  wis- 
dom  of  the  gods,  was  found  in  him;  whom  the  king  Nebu- 
chadnezzar thy  father,  the  king,  I  say,  thy  father,  made  master  of 
the  magicians,  astrologers,  Chaldeans,  and  soothsayers.  Foras- 
much as  an  excellent  spirit,  and  knowledge,  and  understanding, 
interpreting  of  dreams,  and  showing  of  hard  sentences,  and  dis- 
solving of  doubts,  were  found  in  the  same  Daniel,  whom  the 
king  named  Belteshazzar:  now  let  Daniel  be  called,  and  he  will 
show  the  interpretation/1 

Then  was  Daniel  brought  in  before  the  king.  And  the  king 
spoke  and  said  unto  Daniel,  "Art  thou  that  Daniel,  which  art 
of  the  children  of  the  captivity  of  Judah,  whom  the  king  my 
father  brought  out  of  Jewry?  I  have  even  heard  of  thee,  that  the 
spirit  of  the  gods  is  in  thee,  and  that  light  and  understanding 
and  excellent  wisdom  is  found  in  thee.  And  now  the  wise  men, 
the  astrologers,  have  been  brought  in  before  me,  that  they 
should  read  this  writing,  and  make  known  unto  me  the  inter- 
pretation thereof:  but  they  could  not  show  the  interpretation 
of  the  thing:  and  I  have  heard  of  thee,  that  thou  canst  make  in- 
terpretations, and  dissolve  doubts:  now  if  thou  canst  read  the 
writing,  and  make  known  to  me  the  interpretation  thereof, 
thou  shalt  be  clothed  with  scarlet,  and  have  a  chain  of  gold 
about  thy  neck,  and  shalt  be  the  third  ruler  in  the  kingdom." 

Then  Daniel  answered  and  said  before  the  king,  "Let  thy 
gifts  be  to  thyself,  and  give  thy  rewards  to  another;  yet  I  will 
read  the  writing  unto  the  king,  and  make  known  to  him  the  in- 
terpretation. 
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"O  thou  king,  the  most  high  God  gave  Nebuchadnezzar  thy 
father  a  kingdom,  and  majesty,  and  glory,  and  honour;  and  for 
the  majesty  that  he  gave  him,  all  people,  nations,  and  languages, 
trembled  and  feared  before  him:  whom  he  would  he  slew;  and 
whom  he  would  he  kept  alive;  and  whom  he  would  he  set  up; 
and  whom  he  would  he  put  down.  But  when  his  heart  was  lifted 
up,  and  his  mind  hardened  in  pride,  he  was  deposed  from  his 
kingly  throne,  and  they  took  his  glory  from  him:  and  he  was 
driven  from  the  sons  of  men;  and  his  heart  was  made  like  the 
beasts,  and  his  dwelling  was  with  the  wild  asses:  they  fed  him 
with  grass  like  oxen,  and  his  body  was  wet  with  the  dew  of 
heaven;  till  he  knew  that  the  most  high  God  ruled  in  the  king- 
dom of  men,  and  that  he  appointeth  over  it  whomsoever  he  will. 

"And  thou  his  son,  O  Belshazzar,  hast  not  humbled  thine 
heart,  though  thou  knewest  all  this;  but  hast  lifted  up  thyself 
against  the  Lord  of  heaven;  and  they  have  brought  the  vessels  of 
his  house  before  thee,  and  thou,  and  thy  lords,  thy  wives,  and 
thy  concubines,  have  drunk  wine  in  them;  and  thou  hast  praised 
the  gods  of  silver,  and  gold,  of  brass,  iron,  wood,  and  stone, 
which  see  not,  nor  hear,  nor  know:  and  the  God  in  whose  hand 
thy  breath  is,  and  whose  are  all  thy  ways,  hast  thou  not  glorified: 

"Then  was  the  part  of  the  hand  sent  from  him;  and  this  writ" 
ing  was  written.  And  this  is  the  writing  that  was  written,  MENE, 
MENE,  TEKEL,  UPHARSIN.  This  is  the  interpretation  of  the  thing: 
MENE:  God  hath  numbered  thy  kingdom,  and  finished  it.  TEKEL: 
thou  art  weighed  in  the  balances,  and  art  found  wanting.  PERES: 
thy  kingdom  is  divided,  and  given  to  the  Medes  and  Persians/* 

Then  commanded  Belshazzar,  and  they  clothed  Daniel  with 
scarlet,  and  put  a  chain  of  gold  about  his  neck,  and  made  a 
proclamation  concerning  him,  that  he  should  be  the  third  ruler 
in  the  kingdom. 

In  that  night  was  Belshazzar  the  king  of  the  Chaldeans  slain. 
And  Darius  the  Median  took  the  kingdom,  being  about  three- 
score and  two  years  old. 

It  pleased  Darius  to  set  over  the  kingdom  a  hundred  and 
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twenty  princes,  which  should  be  over  the  whole  kingdom;  and 
over  these  three  presidents;  of  whom  Daniel  was  first:  that  the 
princes  might  give  accounts  unto  them,  and  the  king  should 
have  no  damage.  Then  this  Daniel  was  preferred  above  the  pres- 
idents and  princes,  because  an  excellent  spirit  was  in  him;  and 
the  king  thought  to  set  him  over  the  whole  realm. 

Then  the  presidents  and  princes  sought  to  find  occasion 
against  Daniel  concerning  the  kingdom;  but  they  could  find 
none  occasion  nor  fault;  forasmuch  as  he  was  faithful,  neither 
was  there  any  error  or  fault  found  in  him.  Then  said  these  men, 
"We  shall  not  find  any  occasion  against  this  Daniel,  except  we 
find  it  against  him  concerning  the  law  of  his  God." 

Then  these  presidents  and  princes  assembled  together  to  the 
king,  and  said  thus  unto  him,  "King  Darius,  live  for  ever.  All 
the  presidents  of  the  kingdom,  the  governors,  and  the  princes, 
the  counsellors,  and  the  captains,  have  consulted  together  to 
establish  a  royal  statute,  and  to  make  a  firm  decree,  that  who- 
soever  shall  ask  a  petition  of  any  God  or  man  for  thirty  days, 
save  of  thee,  O  king,  he  shall  be  cast  into  the  den  of  lions.  Now, 
O  king,  establish  the  decree,  and  sign  the  writing,  that  it  be 
not  changed,  according  to  the  law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians, 
which  alter eth  not/1 

Wherefore  King  Darius  signed  the  writing  and  the  decree. 

Now  when  Daniel  knew  that  the  writing  was  signed,  he  went 
into  his  house;  and  his  windows  being  open  in  his  chamber  to- 
ward Jerusalem,  he  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  times  a  day, 
and  prayed,  and  gave  thanks  before  his  God,  as  he  did  afore- 
time. 

Then  these  men  assembled,  and  found  Daniel  praying  and 
making  supplication  before  his  God.  Then  they  came  near,  and 
spoke  before  the  king  concerning  the  king's  decree:  "Hast  thou 
not  signed  a  decree,  that  every  man  that  shall  ask  a  petition  of 
any  God  or  man  within  thirty  days,  save  of  thee,  O  king,  shall 
be  cast  into  the  den  of  lions?" 

The  king  answered  and  said,  "The  thing  is  true,  according  to 
the  law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  which  alter  eth  not." 
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Then  answered  they  and  said  before  the  king,  "That  Daniel, 
which  is  of  the  children  of  the  captivity  of  Judah,  regardeth  not 
thee,  O  king,  nor  the  decree  that  thou  hast  signed,  but  maketh 
his  petition  three  times  a  day." 

Then  the  king,  when  he  heard  these  words,  was  sore  dis- 
pleased with  himself,  and  set  his  heart  on  Daniel  to  deliver  him: 
and  he  laboured  till  the  going  down  of  the  sun  to  deliver  him. 
Then  these  men  assembled  unto  the  king,  and  said  unto  the  king, 
"Know,  O  king,  that  the  law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians  is  that  no 
decree  nor  statute  which  the  king  establisheth  may  be  changed/' 

Then  the  king  commanded,  and  they  brought  Daniel,  and 
cast  him  into  the  den  of  lions.  Now  the  king  spoke  and  said 
unto  Daniel,  "Thy  God  whom  thou  servest  continually,  he  will 
deliver  thee.  *  And  a  stone  was  brought,  and  laid  upon  the  mouth 
of  the  den;  and  the  king  sealed  it  with  his  own  signet,  and  with 
the  signet  of  his  lords;  that  the  purpose  might  not  be  changed 
concerning  Daniel. 

Then  the  king  went  to  his  palace,  and  passed  the  night  fast- 
ing: neither  were  instruments  of  music  brought  before  him: 
and  his  sleep  went  from  him.  Then  the  king  arose  very  early  in 
the  morning,  and  went  in  haste  unto  the  den  of  lions.  And  when 
he  came  to  the  den,  he  cried  with  a  lamentable  voice  unto  Dan- 
iel: and  the  king  spoke  and  said  to  Daniel,  "O  Daniel,  servant  of 
the  living  God,  is  thy  God,  whom  thou  servest  continually, 
able  to  deliver  thee  from  the  lions?" 

Then  said  Daniel  unto  the  king,  "O  king,  live  for  ever.  My 
God  hath  sent  his  angel,  and  hath  shut  the  lions'  mouths,  that 
they  have  not  hurt  me:  forasmuch  as  before  him  innocency  was 
found  in  me;  and  also  before  thee,  O  king,  have  I  done  no  hurt." 

Then  was  the  king  exceeding  glad  for  him,  and  commanded 
that  they  should  take  Daniel  up  out  of  the  den.  So  Daniel  was 
taken  up  out  of  the  den,  and  no  manner  of  hurt  was  found  upon 
him,  because  he  believed  in  his  God. 

And  the  king  commanded,  and  they  brought  those  men  which 
had  accused  Daniel,  and  they  cast  them  into  the  den  of  lions, 
them,  their  children,  and  their  wives;  and  the  lions  had  the  mas- 
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tery  of  them,  and  broke  all  their  bones  in  pieces  or  ever  they 
came  at  the  bottom  of  the  den. 

Then  King  Darius  wrote  unto  all  people,  nations,  and  lan- 
guages, that  dwell  in  all  the  earth: 

Peace  h  multiplied  unto  you.  I  make  a  decree:  that  in  every  do- 
minion of  my  kingdom  men  tremble  and  fear  before  the  God  of  Daniel: 
for  he  is  the  living  God,  and  steadfast  for  ever,  and  his  kingdom  that 
which  shall  not  lot  destroyed,  and  his  dominion  shall  le  even  unto  the 
end.  He  ddivereth  and  rescueth,  and  he  worketh  signs  and  wonders  in 
heaven  and  in  earth,  who  hath  delivered  Daniel  from  the  yower  of  the 
lions. 

So  this  Daniel  prospered  in  the  reign  of  Darius,  and  in  the 
reign  of  Cyrus  the  Persian. 

In  the  first  year  of  Belshazzar  king  of  Babylon  Daniel  had  a 
dream  and  visions  of  his  head  upon  his  bed:  then  he  wrote  the 
dream,  and  told  the  sum  of  the  matters. 

Daniel  spoke  and  said,  "I  saw  in  my  vision  by  night,  and,  be- 
hold,  the  four  winds  of  the  heaven  strove  upon  the  great  sea. 
And  four  great  beasts  came  up  from  the  sea,  diverse  one  from 
another.  The  first  was  like  a  lion,  and  had  eagle's  wings:  I  be- 
held till  the  wings  thereof  were  plucked,  and  it  was  lifted  up 
from  the  earth,  and  made  stand  upon  the  feet  as  a  man,  and  a 
man's  heart  was  given  to  it.  And  behold  another  beast,  a  sec- 
ond, like  to  a  bear,  and  it  raised  up  itself  on  one  side,  and  it  had 
three  ribs  in  the  mouth  of  it  between  the  teeth  of  it:  and  they 
said  thus  unto  it,  'Arise,  devour  much  flesh. '  After  this  I  beheld, 
and  lo  another,  like  a  leopard,  which  had  upon  the  back  of  it 
four  wings  of  a  fowl;  the  beast  had  also  four  heads;  and  domin- 
ion was  given  to  it.  After  this  I  saw  in  the  night  visions,  and  be- 
hold a  fourth  beast,  dreadful  and  terrible,  and  strong  exceed- 
ingly; and  it  had  great  iron  teeth:  it  devoured  and  broke  in  pieces, 
and  stamped  the  residue  with  the  feet  of  it:  and  it  was  diverse 
from  all  the  beasts  that  were  before  it;  and  it  had  ten  horns.  I 
considered  the  horns,  and,  behold,  there  came  up  among  them 
another  little  horn,  before  whom  there  were  three  of  the  first 


DANIEL 

horns  plucked  up  by  the  roots:  and,  behold,  in  this  horn  were 
eyes  like  the  eyes  of  man,  and  a  mouth  speaking  great  things. 

"I  beheld  till  the  thrones  were  cast  down,  and  the  Ancient 
of  days  did  sit,  whose  garment  was  white  as  snow,  and  the  hair 
of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool:  his  throne  was  like  the  fiery 
flame,  and  his  wheels  as  burning  fire.  A  fiery  stream  issued  and 
came  forth  from  before  him:  thousand  thousands  ministered  unto 
him,  and  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  stood  before  him:  the 
judgment  was  set,  and  the  books  were  opened.  I  beheld  then  be- 
cause of  the  voice  of  the  great  words  which  the  horn  spoke:  I 
beheld  even  till  the  beast  was  slain,  and  his  body  destroyed, 
and  given  to  the  burning  flame.  As  concerning  the  rest  of  the 
beasts,  they  had  their  dominion  taken  away:  yet  their  lives  were 
prolonged  for  a  season  and  time.  I  saw  in  the  night  visions,  and, 
behold,  one  like  the  Son  of  Man  came  with  the  clouds  of  heaven, 
and  came  to  the  Ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought  him  near 
before  him.  And  there  was  given  him  dominion,  and  glory,  and 
a  kingdom,  that  all  people,  nations,  and  languages  should  serve 
him:  his  dominion  is  an  everlasting  dominion,  which  shall  not 
pass  away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  shall  not  be  destroyed. 

"I  Daniel  was  grieved  in  my  spirit  in  the  midst  of  my  body, 
and  the  visions  of  my  head  troubled  me.  I  came  near  unto  one  of 
them  that  stood  by,  and  asked  him  the  truth  of  all  this.  So  he 
told  me,  and  made  me  know  the  interpretation  of  the  things. 
'These  great  beasts,  which  are  four,  are  four  kings,  which  shall 
arise  out  of  the  earth.  But  the  saints  of  the  most  High  shall  take 
the  kingdom,  and  possess  the  kingdom  for  ever,  even  for  ever 
and  ever. ' 

"Then  I  would  know  the  truth  of  the  fourth  beast,  which  was 
diverse  from  all  the  others,  exceedingly  dreadful,  whose  teeth 
were  of  iron,  and  his  nails  of  brass;  which  devoured,  broke  in 
pieces,  and  stamped  the  residue  with  his  feet;  and  of  the  ten 
horns  that  were  in  his  head,  and  of  the  other  which  came  up,  and 
before  whom  three  fell;  even  of  that  horn  that  had  eyes,  and  a 
mouth  that  spoke  very  great  things,  whose  look  was  more  stout 
than  his  fellows.  I  beheld,  and  the  same  horn  made  war  with 
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the  saints,  and  prevailed  against  them;  until  the  Ancient  of  days 
came,  and  judgment  was  given  to  the  saints  of  the  most  High; 
and  the  time  came  that  the  saints  possessed  the  kingdom. 

"Thus  he  said,  The  fourth  beast  shall  be  the  fourth  kingdom 
upon  earth,  which  shall  be  diverse  from  all  kingdoms,  and  shall 
devour  the  whole  earth,  and  shall  tread  it  down,  and  break  it  in 
pieces.  And  the  ten  horns  out  of  this  kingdom  are  ten  kings  that 
shall  arise:  and  another  shall  rise  after  them;  and  he  shall  be 
diverse  from  the  first,  and  he  shall  subdue  three  kings.  And  he 
shall  speak  great  words  against  the  most  High,  and  shall  wear 
out  the  saints  of  the  most  High,  and  think  to  change  times  and 
laws:  and  they  shall  be  given  into  his  hand  until  a  time  and 
times  and  the  dividing  of  time  But  the  judgment  shall  sit,  and 
they  shall  take  away  his  dominion,  to  consume  and  to  destroy 
it  unto  the  end.  And  the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and  the  great- 
ness of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heaven,  shall  be  given  to 
the  people  of  the  saints  of  the  most  High,  'whose  kingdom  is  an 
everlasting  kingdom,  and  all  dominions  shall  serve  and  obey 
him/  Hitherto  is  the  end  of  the  matter.  As  for  me  Daniel,  my 
cogitations  much  troubled  me,  and  my  countenance  changed  in 
me;  but  I  kept  the  matter  in  my  heart/' 

"In  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Belshazzar  a  vision  ap- 
peared unto  me,  even  unto -me  Daniel,  after  that  which  ap- 
peared unto  me  at  the  first.  And  I  saw  in  a  vision;  and  it  came 
to  pass,  when  I  saw,  that  I  was  at  Shushan  in  the  palace,  which 
is  in  the  province  of  Elam;  and  I  saw  in  a  vision,  and  I  was  by 
the  river  of  Ulai.  Then  I  lifted  up  mine  eyes,  and  saw,  and,  be- 
hold, there  stood  before  the  river  a  ram  which  had  two  horns: 
and  the  two  horns  were  high;  but  one  was  higher  than  the  other, 
and  the  higher  came  up  last.  I  saw  the  ram  pushing  westward, 
and  northward,  and  southward;  so  that  no  beasts  might  stand 
before  him,  neither  was  there  any  that  could  deliver  out  of  his 
hand;  but  he  did  according  to  his  will,  and  became  great.  And 
as  I  was  considering,  behold,  a  he-goat  came  from  the  west  on 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  and  touched  not  the  ground:  and 
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the  goat  had  a  notable  horn  between  his  eyes.  And  he  came  to 
the  ram  that  had  two  horns,  which  I  had  seen  standing  before 
the  river,  and  ran  unto  him  in  the  fury  of  his  power.  And  I  saw 
him  come  close  unto  the  ram,  and  he  was  moved  with  choler 
against  him,  and  smote  the  ram,  and  broke  his  two  horns:  and 
there  was  no  power  in  the  ram  to  stand  before  him,  but  he  cast 
him  down  to  the  ground,  and  stamped  upon  him:  and  there  was 
none  that  could  deliver  the  ram  out  of  his  hand.  Therefore  the 
he-goat  waxed  very  great:  and  when  he  was  strong,  the  great 
horn  was  broken;  and  for  it  came  up  four  notable  ones  toward 
the  four  winds  of  heaven.  And  out  of  one  of  them  came  forth  a 
little  horn,  which  waxed  exceeding  great,  toward  the  south, 
and  toward  the  east,  and  toward  the  pleasant  land.  And  it  waxed 
great,  even  to  the  host  of  heaven;  and  it  cast  down  some  of  the 
host  and  of  the  stars  to  the  ground,  and  stamped  upon  them. 
Yea,  he  magnified  himself  even  to  the  prince  of  the  host,  and  by 
him  the  daily  sacrifice  was  taken  away,  and  the  place  of  his 
sanctuary  was  cast  down.  And  a  host  was  given  him  against 
the  daily  sacrifice  by  reason  of  transgression,  and  it  cast  down 
the  truth  to  the  ground;  and  it  practised,  and  prospered. 

"Then  I  heard  one  saint  speaking,  and  another  saint  said  unto 
that  certain  saint  which  spoke,  'How  long  shall  be  the  vision 
concerning  the  daily  sacrifice,  and  the  transgression  of  desola- 
tion,  to  give  both  the  sanctuary  and  the  host  to  be  trodden  under 
foot?3  And  he  said  unto  me,  'Unto  two  thousand  and  three  hun- 
dred days;  then  shall  the  sanctuary  be  cleansed/ 

"And  it  came  to  pass,  when  I,  even  I  Daniel,  had  seen  the 
vision,  and  sought  for  the  meaning,  then,  behold,  there  stood 
before  me  as  the  appearance  of  a  man.  And  I  heard  a  man's  voice 
between  the  banks  of  Ulai,  which  called,  and  said,  'Gabriel, 
make  this  man  to  understand  the  vision/ 

"So  he  came  near  where  I  stood:  and  when  he  came,  I  was 
afraid,  and  fell  upon  my  face:  but  he  said  unto  me,  'Understand, 
O  Son  of  Man:  for  at  the  time  of  the  end  shall  be  the  vision/ 
Now  as  he  was  speaking  with  me,  I  was  in  a  deep  sleep  on  my 
face  toward  the  ground:  but  he  touched  me,  and  set  me  upright. 
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"And  ke  said,  'Behold,  I  will  make  tkee  know  wkat  skall  be 
in  tke  last  end  of  the  indignation:  for  at  tke  time  appointed  tke 
end  skall  be.  Tke  ram  wkick  tkou  sawest  kaving  two  korns  are 
tke  kings  of  Media  and  Persia.  And  tke  rougk  goat  is  tke  king  of 
Grecia:  and  tke  great  korn  tkat  is  between  kis  eyes  is  tke  first 
king.  Now  tkat  being  broken,  wkereas  four  stood  up  for  it,  four 
kingdoms  skall  stand  up  out  of  tke  nation,  but  not  in  kis  power. 
And  in  tke  latter  time  of  tkeir  kingdom,  wken  tke  transgressors 
are  come  to  tke  full,  a  king  of  fierce  countenance,  and  under- 
standing dark  sentences,  skall  stand  up.  And  kis  power  skall  be 
migkty,  but  not  by  kis  own  power:  and  ke  skall  destroy  won- 
derfully, and  skall  prosper,  and  practise,  and  skall  destroy  tke 
migkty  and  tke  koly  people.  And  tkrougk  kis  policy  also  ke 
skall  cause  craft  to  prosper  in  kis  kand;  and  ke  skall  magnify 
kimself  in  kis  keart,  and  by  peace  skall  destroy  many:  ke  skall 
also  stand  up  against  tke  Prince  of  princes;  but  ke  skall  be  broken 
witkout  kand.  And  tke  vision  of  tke  evening  and  tke  morning 
wkick  was  told  is  true:  wkerefore  skut  tkou  up  tke  vision;  for 
it  skall  be  for  many  days. ' 

"And  I  Daniel  fainted,  and  was  sick  certain  days;  afterward 
I  rose  up,  and  did  tke  king's  business;  and  I  was  astonisked  at 
tke  vision,  but  none  understood  it." 

In  tke  tkird  year  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia  a  tking  was  revealed 
unto  Daniel,  wkose  name  was  called  Belteskazzar;  and  tke  tking 
was  true,  but  tke  time  appointed  was  long:  and  ke  understood 
tke  tking,  and  kad  understanding  of  tke  vision. 

"In  tkose  days  I  Daniel  was  mourning  tkree  full  weeks.  I  ate 
no  pleasant  bread,  neitker  came  flesh  nor  wine  in  my  moutk, 
neitker  did  I  anoint  myself  at  all,  till  tkree  wkole  weeks  were 
fulfilled.  And  in  tke  four  and  twentietk  day  of  tke  first  month, 
as  I  was  by  tke  side  of  tke  great  river,  wkick  is  Hiddekel,  I 
lifted  up  mine  eyes,  and  looked,  and  bekeld  a  certain  man  clotked 
in  linen,  wkose  loins  were  girded  witk  fine  gold  of  Upkaz.  His 
body  also  was  like  tke  beryl,  and  kis  face  as  tke  appearance  of 
ligktning,  and  kis  eyes  as  lamps  of  fire,  and  his  arms  and  kis  feet 
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like  in  colour  to  polished  brass,  and  the  voice  of  his  words  like 
the  voice  of  a  multitude.  And  I  Daniel  alone  saw  the  vision:  for 
the  men  that  were  with  me  saw  not  the  vision;  but  a  great  quak- 
ing fell  upon  them,  so  that  they  fled  to  hide  themselves.  There- 
fore 1  was  left  alone,  and  saw  this  great  vision,  and  there  re- 
mained no  strength  in  me:  for  my  comeliness  was  turned  in  me 
into  corruption,  and  I  retained  no  strength.  Yet  heard  I  the  voice 
of  his  words:  and  when  I  heard  the  voice  of  his  words,  then  was 
I  in  a  deep  sleep  on  my  face,  and  my  face  toward  the  ground. 

"And,  behold,  a  hand  touched  me,  which  set  me  upon  my 
knees  and  upon  the  palms  of  my  hands.  And  he  said  unto  me, 
'O  Daniel,  a  man  greatly  beloved,  understand  the  words  that  I 
speak  unto  thee,  and  stand  upright:  for  unto  thee  am  I  now  sent. ' 
And  when  he  had  spoken  this  word  unto  me,  I  stood  trembling. 

"Then  said  he  unto  me,  Tear  not,  Daniel:  for  from  the  first 
day  that  thou  didst  set  thine  heart  to  understand,  and  to  chasten 
thyself  before  thy  God,  thy  words  were  heard,  and  I  am  come 
for  thy  words.  But  the  prince  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia  with- 
stood me  one  and  twenty  days:  but,  lo,  Michael,  one  of  the  chief 
princes,  came  to  help  me;  and  I  remained  there  with  the  kings  of 
Persia.  Now  I  am  come  to  make  thee  understand  what  shall  be- 
fall thy  people  in  the  latter  days:  for  yet  the  vision  is  for  many 
days. 

"  'And  now  will  I  show  thee  the  truth.  Behold,  there  shall  stand 
up  yet  three  kings  in  Persia;  and  the  fourth  shall  be  far  richer 
than  they  all:  and  by  his  strength  through  his  riches  he  shall  stir 
up  all  against  the  realm  of  Grecia.  And  a  mighty  king  shall 
stand  up,  that  shall  rule  with  great  dominion,  and  do  according 
to  his  will.  And  when  he  shall  stand  up,  his  kingdom  shall  be 
broken,  and  shall  be  divided  toward  the  four  winds  of  heaven; 
and  not  to  his  posterity,  nor  according  to  his  dominion  which 
he  ruled:  for  his  kingdom  shall  be  plucked  up,  even  for  others 
beside  those. 

"'And  the  king  of  the  south  shall  be  strong,  and  one  of  his 
princes;  and  he  shall  be  strong  above  him,  and  have  dominion; 
his  dominion  shall  be  a  great  dominion.  And  in  those  times  there 
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shall  many  stand  up  against  the  king  of  the  south:  also  the  rob" 
bers  of  thy  people  stall  exalt  themselves  to  establish  the  vision; 
but  they  shall  fall.  So  the  king  of  the  north  shall  come,  and  cast 
up  a  mount,  and  take  the  most  fenced  cities:  and  the  arms  of  the 
south  shall  not  withstand,  neither  his  chosen  people,  neither 
shall  there  be  any  strength  to  withstand.  But  he  that  cometh 
against  him  shall  do  according  to  his  own  will,  and  none  shall 
stand  before  him:  and  he  shall  stand  in  the  glorious  land,  which 
by  his  hand  shall  be  consumed. 

"'He  shall  even  return,  and  have  intelligence  with  them  that 
forsake  the  holy  covenant.  And  arms  shall  stand  on  his  part,  and 
they  shall  pollute  the  sanctuary  of  strength,  and  shall  take  away 
the  daily  sacrifice,  and  they  shall  place  the  abomination  that 
maketh  desolate.  And  such  as  do  wickedly  against  the  covenant 
shall  he  corrupt  by  flatteries:  but  the  people  that  do  know  their 
God  shall  be  strong,  and  do  exploits.  And  they  that  understand 
among  the  people  shall  instruct  many:  yet  they  shall  fall  by  the 
sword,  and  by  flame,  by  captivity,  and  by  spoil,  many  days. 

"'And  at  that  time  shall  Michael  stand  up,  the  great  prince 
which  standeth  for  the  children  of  thy  people:  and  there  shall 
be  a  time  of  trouble,  such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a  nation 
even  to  that  same  time:  and  at  that  time  thy  people  shall  be  de- 
livered, every  one  that  shall  be  found  written  in  the  book  And 
many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth  shall  awake, 
some  to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame  and  everlasting  con- 
tempt. And  they  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of 
the  firmament;  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the 
stars  for  ever  and  ever.  But  thou,  O  Daniel,  shut  up  the  words, 
and  seal  the  book,  even  to  the  time  of  the  end:  many  shall  run  to 
and  fro,  and  knowledge  shall  be  increased/" 
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A  TALE 

ESTHER  is  tlie  latest  of  all  the  looks  in  the  orthodox  Jewish  Canon, 
written  about  150  B.C.  in  honor  of  the  recently  established  Feast  of 
Purim,  the  origin  of  which  it  traces  to  imaginary  events  in  the  fifth  cen- 
tury. As  so  often  in  Jewish  literature,  the  immediate  purpose  of  the 
work  is  obscured  by  the  sheer  narrative  skill  of  the  writer  in  creating 
absorbing  incidents  and  realistic  characters.  Morally,  the  look  is  on  a 
low  plane  in  its  spirit  of  "bloodthirsty  revenge,  but  aesthetically  it  remains 
one  of  the  greatest  of  tales. 
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Now  IT  CAME  TO  PASS  in  the  days  of  Ahasuerus  (this  is 
Ahasuerus  which  reigned,  from  India  even  unto  Ethiopia, 
over  a  hundred  and  seven  and  twenty  provinces):  that  in  those 
days,  when  the  king  Ahasuerus  sat  on  the  throne  of  his  kingdom, 
which  was  in  Shushan  the  palace,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign, 
he  made  a  feast  unto  all  his  princes  and  his  servants;  the  power 
of  Persia  and  Media,  the  nobles  and  princes  of  the  provinces,  be- 
ing before  him:  when  he  showed  the  riches  of  his  glorious  king- 
dom and  the  honour  of  his  excellent  majesty  many  days,  even  a 
hundred  and  fourscore  days. 

And  when  these  days  were  expired,  the  king  made  a  feast 
unto  all  the  people  that  were  present  in  Shushan  the  palace, 
both  unto  great  and  small,  seven  days,  in  the  court  of  the  garden 
of  the  king's  palace;  where  were  white,  green,  and  blue  hang- 
ings, fastened  with  cords  of  fine  linen  and  purple  to  silver  rings 
and  pillars  of  marble:  the  beds  were  of  gold  and  silver,  upon 
a  pavement  of  red,  and  blue,  and  white,  and  black  marble.  And 
they  gave  them  drink  in  vessels  of  gold  (the  vessels  being  di- 
verse one  from  another) ,  and  royal  wine  in  abundance,  accord- 
ing to  the  state  of  the  king.  And  the  drinking  was  according  to 
the  law;  none  did  compel:  for  so  the  king  had  appointed  to  all 
the  officers  of  his  house  that  they  should  do  according  to  every 
man's  pleasure.  Also  Vashti  the  queen  made  a  feast  for  the 
women  in  the  royal  house  which  belonged  to  King  Ahasuerus. 

On  the  seventh  day,  when  the  heart  of  the  king  was  merry 
with  wine,  he  commanded  Mehuman,  Biztha,  Harbona,  Bigtha, 
and  Abagtha,  Zethar,  and  C  areas,  the  seven  chamberlains  that 
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served  in  the  presence  of  Ahasuerus  the  king,  to  bring  Vashti 
the  queen  before  the  king  with  the  crown  royal,  to  show  the 
people  and  the  princes  her  beauty:  for  she  was  fair  to  look  on. 
But  the  queen  Vashti  refused  to  come  at  the  king's  command- 
ment by  his  chamberlains:  therefore  was  the  king  very  wroth, 
and  his  anger  burned  in  him. 

Then  the  king  said  to  the  wise  men,  which  knew  the  times 
(for  so  was  the  king's  manner  toward  all  that  knew  law  and 
judgment:  and  the  next  unto  him  was  Carshena,  Shethar,  Ad- 
matha,  Tarshish ,  Meres,  Marsena,  and  Meinucan,  the  seven  princes 
of  Persia  and  Media,  which  saw  the  king's  face,  and  which  sat 
the  first  in  the  kingdom):  "What  shall  we  do  unto  the  queen 
Vashti  according  to  law,  because  she  hath  not  performed  the 
commandment  of  the  king  Ahasuerus  by  the  chamberlains?" 

And  Memucan  answered  before  the  king  and  the  princes, 
"Vashti  the  queen  hath  not  done  wrong  to  the  king  only,  but 
also  to  all  the  princes,  and  to  all  the  people  that  are  in  all  the 
provinces  of  the  king  Ahasuerus.  For  this  deed  of  the  queen 
shall  come  abroad  unto  all  women,  so  that  they  shall  despise 
their  husbands  in  their  eyes,  when  it  shall  be  reported,  'The 
king  Ahasuerus  commanded  Vashti  the  queen  to  be  brought  in 
before  him,  but  she  came  not. '  Likewise  shall  the  ladies  of  Persia 
and  Media  say  this  day  unto  all  the  king's  princes,  which  have 
heard  of  the  deed  of  the  queen.  Thus  shall  there  arise  too  much 
contempt  and  wrath.  If  it  please  the  king,  let  there  go  a  royal 
commandment  from  him,  and  let  it  be  written  among  the  laws 
of  the  Persians  and  the  Medes,  that  it  be  not  altered  that  Vashti 
come  no  more  before  King  Ahasuerus;  and  let  the  king  give  her 
royal  estate  unto  another  that  is  better  than  she.  And^when  the 
king's  decree  which  he  shall  make  shall  be  published  through- 
out all  his  empire  (for  it  is  great),  all  the  wives  shall  give  to 
their  husbands  honour,  both  to  great  and  small." 

And  the  saying  pleased  the  king  and  the  princes;  and  the 
king  did  according  to  the  word  of  Memucan:  for  he  sent  letters 
into  all  the  king's  provinces,  into  every  province  according  to 
the  writing  thereof,  and  to  every  people  after  their  language, 
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tkat  every  man  should  bear  rule  in  his  own  house,  and  that  it 
should  be  published  according  to  the  language  of  every  people. 

After  these  things,  when  the  wrath  of  King  Ahasuerus  was 
appeased,  he  remembered  Vashti,  and  what  she  had  done,  and 
what  was  decreed  against  her. 

Then  said  the  king's  servants  that  ministered  unto  him,  "Let 
there  be  fair  young  virgins  sought  for  the  king:  and  let  the  king 
appoint  officers  in  all  the  provinces  of  his  kingdom,  that  they 
may  gather  together  all  the  fair  young  virgins  unto  Shushan  the 
palace,  to  the  house  of  the  women,  unto  the  custody  of  Hegai  the 
king's  chamberlain,  keeper  of  the  women;  and  let  their  things 
for  purification  be  given  them:  and  let  the  maiden  which  pleas' 
eth  the  king  be  queen  instead  of  Vashti." 

And  the  thing  pleased  the  king;  and  he  did  so. 

Now  in  Shushan  the  palace  there  was  a  certain  Jew,  whose 
name  was  Mordecai,  the  son  of  Jair,  the  son  of  Shimei,  the  son  of 
Kish,  a  Benjamite;  who  had  been  carried  away  from  Jerusalem 
with  the  captivity  which  had  been  carried  away  with  Jeconiah 
king  of  Judah,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  Babylon  had 
carried  away.  And  he  brought  up  Hadassah,  that  is,  Esther,  his 
uncle's  daughter:  for  she  had  neither  father  nor  mother,  and  the 
maid  was  fair  and  beautiful;  whom  Mordecai,  when  her  father 
and  mother  were  dead,  took  for  his  own  daughter, 

So  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king's  commandment  and  his 
decree  was  heard,  and  when  many  maidens  were  gathered  to- 
gether unto  Shushan  the  palace,  to  the  custody  of  Hegai,  that 
Esther  was  brought  also  unto  the  king's  house,  to  the  custody 
of  Hegai,  keeper  of  the  women. 

And  the  maiden  pleased  him,  and  she  obtained  kindness  of 
him;  and  he  speedily  gave  her  her  things  for  purification,  with 
such  things  as  belonged  to  her,  and  seven  maidens,  which  were 
meet  to  be  given  her,  out  of  the  king's  house:  and  he  preferred 
her  and  her  maids  unto  the  best  place  of  the  house  of  the  women. 
Esther  had  not  showed  her  people  nor  her  kindred:  for  Mordecai 
had  charged  her  that  she  should  not  show  it.  And  Mordecai 
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walked  every  day  before  the  court  of  the  women's  house,  to 
know  how  Esther  did,  and  what  should  become  of  her. 

Now  when  every  maid's  turn  was  come  to  go  in  to  King 
Ahasueras,  alter  that  she  had  been  twelve  months,  according  to 
the  manner  of  the  women  (for  so  were  the  days  of  their  puri- 
fications accomplished,  to  wit,  six  months  with  oil  of  myrrh, 
and  six  months  with  sweet  odours,  and  with  other  things  for 
the  purifying  of  the  women);  then  thus  came  every  maiden  unto 
the  king;  whatsoever  she  desired  was  given  her  to  go  with  her 
out  of  the  house  of  the  women  unto  the  king's  house.  In  the 
evening  she  went,  and  on  the  morrow  she  returned  into  the 
second  house  of  the  women,  to  the  custody  of  Shaashgaz,  the 
king's  chamberlain,  which  kept  the  concubines:  she  came  in 
unto  the  king  no  more,  except  the  king  delighted  in  her,  and 
that  she  were  called  by  name. 

Now  when  the  turn  of  Esther,  the  daughter  of  Abihail  the 
uncle  of  Mordecai,  who  had  taken  her  for  his  daughter,  was 
come  to  go  in  unto  the  king,  she  required  nothing  but  what 
Hegai  the  king's  chamberlain,  the  keeper  of  the  women,  ap- 
pointed. And  Esther  obtained  favour  in  the  sight  of  all  them 
that  looked  upon'her.  So  Esther  was  taken  unto  King  Ahasuerus 
into  his  house  royal  in  the  tenth  month,  which  is  the  month 
Tebeth,  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign. 

And  the  king  loved  Esther  above  all  the  women,  and  she  ob- 
tained grace  and  favour  in  his  sight  more  than  all  the  virgins;  so 
that  he  set  the  royal  crown  upon  her  head,  and  made  her  queen 
instead  of  Vashti.  Then  the  king  made  a  great  feast  unto  all  his 
princes  and  his  servants,  even  Esther's  feast;  and  he  made  a  re- 
lease to  the  provinces,  and  gave  gifts,  according  to  the  state  of 
the  king.  And  when  the  virgins  were  gathered  together  the 
second  time,  then  Mordecai  sat  in  the  king's  gate.  Esther  had 
not  yet  showed  her  kindred  nor  her  people;  as  Mordecai  had 
charged  her:  for  Esther  did  the  commandment  of  Mordecai,  like 
as  when  she  was  brought  up  with  him. 

In  those  days,  while  Mordecai  sat  in  the  king's  gate,  two  of 
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the  king's  chamberlains,  Bigthan  and  Teresh,  of  those  which 
kept  the  door,  were  wroth,  and  sought  to  lay  hand  on  the  king 
Ahasuerus.  And  the  thing  was  known  to  Mordecai,  who  told  it 
unto  Esther  the  queen;  and  Esther  certified  the  king  thereof  in 
Mordecai's  name.  And  when  inquisition  was  made  of  the 
matter,  it  was  found  out;  therefore  they  were  both  hanged  on 
a  tree:  and  it  was  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  before 
the  king. 

After  these  things  did  King  Ahasuerus  promote  Hainan  the 
son  of  Hammedatha  the  Agagite,  and  advanced  him,  and  set  his 
seat  above  all  the  princes  that  were  with  him.  And  all  the  king's 
servants,  that  were  in  the  king's  gate,  bowed,  and  reverenced 
Haman:  for  the  king  had  so  commanded  concerning  him.  But 
Mordecai  bowed  not,  nor  did  him  reverence.  Then  the  king's 
servants,  which  were  in  the  king's  gate,  said  unto  Mordecai, 
"Why  transgressest  thou  the  king's  commandment T 

Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  spoke  daily  unto  him,  and 
he  hearkened  not  unto  them,  that  they  told  Haman,  to  see 
whether  Mordecai's  matters  would  stand:  for  he  had  told  them 
that  he  was  a  Jew.  And  when  Haman  saw  that  Mordecai  bowed 
not,  nor  did  him  reverence,  then  was  Haman  full  of  wrath.  And 
he  thought  scorn  to  lay  hands  on  Mordecai  alone;  for  they  had 
showed  him  the  people  of  Mordecai:  wherefore  Haman  sought 
to  destroy  all  the  Jews  that  were  throughout  the  whole  kingdom 
of  Ahasuerus,  even  the  people  of  Mordecai. 

And  Haman  said  unto  King  Ahasuerus,  'There  is  a  certain 
people  scattered  abroad  and  dispersed  among  the  people  in  all 
the  provinces  of  thy  kingdom;  and  their  laws  are  diverse  from 
all  people;  neither  keep  they  the  king's  laws:  therefore  it  is  not 
for  the  king's  profit  to  suffer  them.  If  it  please  the  king,  let  it  be 
written  that  they  may  be  destroyed:  and  I  will  pay  ten  thousand 
talents  of  silver  to  the  hands  of  those  that  have  the  charge  of  the 
business,  to  bring  it  into  the  king's  treasuries." 

And  the  king  took  his  ring  from  his  hand,  and  gave  it  unto 
Haman  the  son  of  Hammedatha  the  Agagite,  the  Jews'  enemy. 
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And  tke  king  said  unto  Haman,  "The  silver  is  given  to  thee,  the 
people  also,  to  do  with  them  as  it  seemeth  good  to  thee. " 

Then  were  the  king's  scribes  called  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
the  first  month,  and  there  was  written  according  to  all  that 
Haman  had  commanded  unto  the  king's  lieutenants,  and  to  the 
governors  that  were  over  every  province,  and  to  the  rulers  of 
every  people  of  every  province  according  to  the  writing  thereof, 
and  to  every  people  after  their  language;  in  the  name  of  King 
Ahasuerus  was  it  written,  and  sealed  with  the  king's  ring. 

And  the  letters  were  sent  by  posts  into  all  the  king's  prov- 
inces, to  destroy,  to  kill,  and  to  cause  to  perish,  all  Jews,  both 
young  and  old,  little  children  and  women,  in  one  day,  even 
upon  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  is  the 
month  Adar,  and  to  take  the  spoil  of  them  for  a  prey.  The  copy 
of  the  writing  for  a  commandment  to  be  given  in  every  province 
was  published  unto  all  people,  that  they  should  be  ready 
against  that  day.  The  posts  went  out,  being  hastened  by  the 
king's  commandment,  and  the  decree  was  given  in  Shushan  the 
palace.  And  the  king  and  Haman  sat  down  to  drink;  but  the 
city  Shushan  was  perplexed. 

When  Mordecai  perceived  all  that  was  done,  Mordecai  rent 
his  clothes,  and  put  on  sackcloth  with  ashes,  and  went  out  into 
the  midst  of  the  city,  and  cried  with  a  loud  and  a  bitter  cry;  and 
came  even  before  the  king's  gate:  for  none  might  enter  into  the 
king's  gate  clothed  with  sackcloth.  And  in  every  province, 
whithersoever  the  king's  commandment  and  his  decree  came, 
there  was  great  mourning  among  the  Jews,  and  fasting,  and 
weeping,  and  wailing;  and  many  lay  in  sackcloth  and  ashes. 

So  Esther's  maids  and  her  chamberlains  came  and  told  it 
her.  Then  was  the  queen  exceedingly  grieved;  and  she  sent, 
raiment  to  clothe  Mordecai,  and  to  take  away  his  sackcloth  from 
him:  but  he  received  it  not. 

Then  called  Esther  for  Hatach,  one  of  the  king's  chamber- 
lains, whom  he  had  appointed  to  attend  upon  her,  and  gave  him 
a  commandment  to  Mordecai,  to  know  what  it  was,  and  why  it 
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was.  So  Hatach  went  forth  to  Mordecai  unto  the  street  of  the 
city,  which  was  before  the  king's  gate.  And  Mordecai  told  him 
of  all  that  had  happened  unto  him,  and  of  the  sum  of  the  money 
that  Haman  had  promised  to  pay  to  the  king's  treasuries  for 
the  Jews,  to  destroy  them.  Also  he  gave  him  the  copy  of  the 
writing  of  the  decree  that  was  given  at  Shushan  to  destroy 
them,  to  show  it  unto  Esther,  and  to  declare  it  unto  her,  and  to 
charge  her  that  she  should  go  in  unto  the  king,  to  make  suppli- 
cation unto  him,  and  to  make  request  before  him  for  her  people. 
And  Hatach  came  and  told  Esther  the  words  of  Mordecai. 

Again  Esther  spoke  unto  Hatach,  and  gave  him  command- 
ment unto  Mordecai;  "All  the  king's  servants,  and  the  people 
of  the  king's  provinces,  do  know  that  whosoever,  whether 
man  or  woman,  shall  come  unto  the  king  into  the  inner  court, 
who  is  not  called,  there  is  one  law  of  his  to  put  him  to  death, 
except  such  to  whom  the  king  shall  hold  out  the  golden  sceptre, 
that  he  may  live:  but  I  have  not  been  called  to  come  in  unto  the 
king  these  thirty  days."  And  they  told  to  Mordecai  Esther's 
words. 

Then  Mordecai  commanded  to  answer  Esther,  "Think  not 
with  thyself  that  thou  shalt  escape  in  the  king's  house,  more 
than  all  the  Jews.  For  if  thou  altogether  holdest  thy  peace  at 
this  time,  then  shall  there  enlargement  and  deliverance  arise 
to  the  Jews  from  another  place;  but  thou  and  thy  father's  house 
shall  be  destroyed:  and  who  knoweth  whether  thou  art  come 
to  the  kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this?" 

Then  Esther  bade  them  return  Mordecai  this  answer,  "Go, 
gather  together  all  the  Jews  that  are  present  in  Shushan,  and 
fast  ye  for  me,  and  neither  eat  nor  drink  three  days,  night  or 
day:  I  also  and  my  maidens  will  fast  likewise;  and  so  will  I  go 
in  unto  the  king,  which  is  not  according  to  the  law:  and  if  I 
perish,  I  perish." 

So  Mordecai  went  his  way,  and  did  according  to  all  that 
Esther  had  commanded  him. 

Now  it  came  to  pass  on  the  third  day,  that  Esther  put  on  her 
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royal  apparel,  and  stood  in  tie  inner  court  of  the  king's  Rouse, 
over  against  the  king's  house:  and  the  king  sat  upon  his  royal 
throne  in  the  royal  house,  over  against  the  gate  of  the  house. 
And  it  was  so,  when  the  king  saw  Esther  the  queen  standing  in 
the  court,  that  she  obtained  favour  in  his  sight:  and  the  king 
held  out  to  Esther  the  golden  sceptre  that  was  in  his  hand.  So 
Esther  drew  near,  and  touched  the  top  of  the  sceptre. 

Then  said  the  king  unto  her,  "What  wilt  thou,  Queen  Esther? 
and  what  is  thy  request?  it  shall  be  even  given  thee  to  the  half 
of  the  kingdom." 

And  Esther  answered,  "If  it  seem  good  unto  the  king,  let  the 
king  and  Haman  come  this  day  unto  the  banquet  that  I  have 
prepared  for  him." 

Then  the  king  said,  "Cause  Haman  to  make  haste,  that  he 
may  do  as  Esther  hath  said. * 

So  the  king  and  Haman  came  to  the  banquet  that  Esther  had 
prepared. 

And  the  king  said  unto  Esther  at  the  banquet  of  wine,  "What 
is  thy  petition?  and  it  shall  be  granted  thee:  and  what  is  thy 
request?  even  to  the  half  of  the  kingdom  it  shall  be  performed." 

Then  answered  Esther,  and  said,  "My  petition  and  my  request 
is:  if  I  have  found  favour  in  the  sight  of  the  king,  and  if  it  please 
the  king  to  grant  my  petition,  and  to  perform  my  request,  let 
the  king  and  Haman  come  to  the  banquet  that  I  shall  prepare 
for  them,  and  I  will  do  to-morrow  as  the  king  hath  said." 

Then  went  Haman  forth  that  day  joyful  and  with  a  glad 
heart:  but  when  Haman  saw  Mordecai  in  the  king's  gate,  that 
he  stood  not  up,  nor  moved  for  him,  he  was  full  of  indignation 
against  Mordecai.  Nevertheless  Haman  refrained  himself:  and 
when  he  came  home,  he  sent  and  called  for  his  friends,  and 
Zeresh  his  wife.  And  Haman  told  them  of  the  glory  of  his 
riches,  and  the  multitude  of  his  children,  and  all  the  things 
wherein  the  king  had  promoted  him,  and  how  he  had  advanced 
him  above  the  princes -and  servants  of  the  king. 

Hainan  said  moreover,  "Yea,  Esther  the  queen  did  let  no  man 

[833] 


ESTHER 

come  in  with  tke  king  unto  the  banquet  that  she  had  prepared 
but  myself;  and  to-morrow  am  I  invited  unto  her  also  with  the 
king.  Yet  all  this  availeth  me  nothing,  so  long  as  I  see  Mordecai 
the  Jew  sitting  at  the  king '  s  gate. " 

Then  said  Zeresh  his  wife  and  all  his  friends  unto  him,  "Let 
a  gallows  be  made  of  fifty  cubits  high,  and  to-morrow  speak 
thou  unto  the  king  that  Mordecai  may  be  hanged  thereon:  then 
go  thou  in  merrily  with  the  king  unto  the  banquet." 

And  the  thing  pleased  Haman;  and  he  caused  the  gallows  to 
be  made. 

On  that  night  could  not  the  king  sleep,  and  he  commanded  to 
bring  the  book  of  records  of  the  chronicles;  and  they  were  read 
before  the  king.  And  it  was  found  written,  that  Mordecai  had 
told  of  Bigthan  and  Teresh,  two  of  the  king's  chamberlains, 
the  keepers  of  the  door,  who  sought  to  lay  hand  on  the  king 
Ahasuerus. 

And  the  king  said,  "What  honour  and  dignity  hath  been 
done  to  Mordecai  for  this?" 

Then  said  the  king's  servants  that  ministered  unto  him, 
"There  is  nothing  done  for  him." 

And  the  king  said,  "Who  is  in  the  court?" 

Now  Haman  was  come  into  the  outward  court  of  the  king's 
house,  to  speak  unto  the  king  to  hang  Mordecai  on  the  gallows 
that  he  had  prepared  for  him.  And  the  king's  servants  said  unto 
him,  "Behold,  Haman  standeth  in  the  court." 

And  the  king  said,  "Let  him  come  in/' 

So  Haman  came  in.  And  the  king  said  unto  him,  "What  shall 
be  done  unto  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour?" 

Now  Haman  thought  in  his  heart,  "To  whom  would  the  king 
delight  to  do  honour  more  than  to  myself?"  And  Haman  an- 
swered the  king,  "For  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to 
honour,  let  the  royal  apparel  be  brought  which  the  king  useth 
to  wear,  and  the  horse  that  the  king  rideth  upon,  and  the  crown 
royal  which  is  set  upon  his  head:  and  let  this  apparel  and  horse 
be  delivered  to  the  hand  of  one  of  the  king's  most  noble  princes, 
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that  they  may  array  the  man  withal  whom  the  king  delighteth 
to  honour,  and  bring  him  on  horseback  through  the  street  of  the 
city,  and  proclaim  before  him,  thus  shall  it  be  done  to  the  man 
whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour," 

Then  the  king  said  to  Haman,  "Make  haste,  and  take  the  ap- 
parel and  the  horse,  as  thou  hast  said,  and  do  even  so  to  Mordecai 
the  Jew,  that  sitteth  at  the  king's  gate:  let  nothing  fail  of  all 
that  thou  hast  spoken." 

Then  took  Haman  the  apparel  and  the  horse,  and  arrayed 
Mordecai,  and  brought  him  on  horseback  through  the  street  of 
the  city,  and  proclaimed  before  him,  "Thus  shall  it  be  done  unto 
the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour." 

And  Mordecai  came  again  to  the  king's  gate.  But  Haman 
hastened  to  his  house  mourning,  and  having  his  head  covered. 
And  Haman  told  Zeresh  his  wife  and  all  his  friends  every  thing 
that  had  befallen  him. 

Then  said  his  wise  men  and  Zeresh  his  wife  unto  him,  "If 
Mordecai  be  of  the  seed  of  the  Jews,  before  whom  thou  hast 
begun  to  fall,  thou  shalt  not  prevail  against  him,  but  shalt 
surely  fall  before  him/' 

And  while  they  were  yet  talking  with  him,  came  the  king's 
chamberlains,  and  hastened  to  bring  Haman  unto  the  banquet 
that  Esther  had  prepared. 

So  the  king  and  Haman  came  to  banquet  with  Esther  the 
queen.  And  the  king  said  again  unto  Esther  on  the  second  day  at 
the  banquet  of  wine,  "What  is  thy  petition,  Queen  Esther?  and 
it  shall  be  granted  thee:  and  what  is  thy  request?  and  it  shall  be 
performed,  even  to  the  half  of  the  kingdom." 

Then  Esther  the  queen  answered  and  said,  "If  I  have  found 
favour  in  thy  sight,  O  king,  and  if  it  please  the  king,  let  my  life 
be  given  me  at  my  petition,  and  my  people  at  my  request:  for 
we  are  sold,  I  and  my  people,  to  be  destroyed,  to  be  slain,  and 
to  perish.  But  if  we  had  been  sold  for  bondmen  and  bond- 
women, I  had  held  my  tongue,  although  the  enemy  could  not 
countervail  the  king '  s  damage. " 
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Then  the  king  Ahasuerus  answered  and  said  unto  Esther  the 
queen,  "Who  is  tie,  and  where  is  he,  that  durst  presume  in  his 
heart  to  do  so?* 

And  Esther  said,  "The  adversary  and  enemy  is  this  wicked 
Haman."  Then  Haman  was  afraid  before  the  king  and  the  queen. 

And  the  king  arising  from  the  banquet  of  wine  in  his  wrath 
went  into  the  palace  garden:  and  Haman  stood  up  to  make  re- 
quest  for  his  life  to  Esther  the  queen;  for  he  saw  that  there  was 
evil  determined  against  him  by  the  king. 

Then  the  king  returned  out  of  the  palace  garden  into  the 
place  of  the  banquet  of  wine;  and  Haman  was  fallen  upon  the 
bed  whereon  Esther  was.  Then  said  the  king,  "Will  he  force 
the  queen  also  before  me  in  the  house?" 

As  the  word  went  out  of  the  king's  mouth,  they  covered 
Hainan's  face.  And  Harbona,  one  of  the  chamberlains,  said  be- 
fore the  king,  "Behold  also,  the  gallows  fifty  cubits  high,  which 
Haman  had  made  for  Mordecai,  who  had  spoken  good  for  the 
king,  standeth  in  the  house  of  Haman. " 

Then  the  king  said,  "Hang  him  thereon." 

So  they  hanged  Haman  on  the  gallows  that  he  had  prepared 
for  Mordecai.  Then  was  the  king's  wrath  pacified. 

On  that  day  did  the  king  Ahasuerus  give  the  house  of  Haman 
the  Jews'  enemy  unto  Esther  the  queen.  And  Mordecai  came  be- 
fore the  king;  for  Esther  had  told  what  he  was  unto  her.  And 
the  king  took  off  his  ring,  which  he  had  taken  from  Haman,  and 
gave  it  unto  Mordecai.  And  Esther  set  Mordecai  over  the  house 
of  Haman. 

And  Esther  spoke  yet  again  before  the  king,  and  fell  down 
at  his  feet,  and  besought  him  with  tears  to  put  away  the  mis- 
chief of  Haman  the  Agagite,  and  his  device  that  he  had  devised 
against  the  Jews.  Then  the  king  held  out  the  golden  sceptre  to- 
ward Esther.  < 

So  Esther  arose,  and  stood  before  the  king,  and  said,  "If  it 
please  the  king,  and  if  I  have  found  favour  in  his  sight,  and  the 
thing  seem  right  before  the  king,  and  I  be  pleasing  in  his  eyes, 
let  it  be  written  to  reverse  the  letters  devised  by  Haman  the 
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son  of  Hammedatha  the  Agagite,  which  he  wrote  to  destroy 
the  Jews  which  are  in  all  the  king's  provinces:  for  how  can  I 
endure  to  see  the  evil  that  shall  come  unto  my  people?  or  how 
can  I  endure  to  see  the  destruction  of  my  kindred?" 

Then  the  king  Ahasuerus  said  unto  Esther  the  queen  and  to 
Mordecai  the  Jew,  "Behold,  I  have  given  Esther  the  house  of 
Hainan,  and  him  they  have  hanged  upon  the  gallows,  because 
he  laid  his  hand  upon  the  Jews.  Write  ye  also  for  the  Jews,  as  it 
liketh  you,  in  the  king's  name,  and  seal  it  with  the  king's  ring: 
for  the  writing  which  is  written  in  the  king's  name,  and  sealed 
with  the  king's  ring,  may  no  man  reverse. " 

Then  were  the  king's  scribes  called  at  that  time  in  the  third 
month,  that  is,  the  month  Sivan,  on  the  three  and  twentieth  day 
thereof;  and  it  was  written  according  to  all  that  Mordecai  com- 
manded unto  the  Jews,  and  to  the  lieutenants,  and  the  deputies 
and  rulers  of  the  provinces  which  are  from  India  unto  Ethiopia, 
a  hundred  twenty  and  seven  provinces,  unto  every  province 
according  to  the  writing  thereof,  and  unto  every  people  after 
their  language,  and  to  the  Jews  according  to  their  writing,  and 
according  to  their  language. 

And  he  wrote  in  the  king  Ahasuerus 's  name,  and  sealed  it 
with  the  king's  ring,  and  sent  letters  by  posts  on  horseback,  and 
riders  on  mules,  camels,  and  young  dromedaries:  wherein  the 
king  granted  the  Jews  which  were  in  every  city  to  gather  them- 
selves together,  and  to  stand  for  their  life,  to  destroy,  to  slay, 
and  to  cause  to  perish,  all  the  power  of  the  people  and  province 
that  would  assault  them,  both  little  ones  and  women,  and  to 
take  the  spoil  of  them  for  a  prey,  upon  one  day  in  all  the  prov- 
inces of  King  Ahasuerus,  namely,  upon  the  thirteenth  day  of 
the  twelfth  month,  which  is  the  month  Adar. 

The  copy  of  the  writing  for  a  commandment  to  be  given  in 
every  province  was  published  unto  all  people,  and  that  the 
Jews  should  be  ready  against  that  day  to  avenge  themselves  on 
their  enemies.  So  the  posts  that  rode  upon  mules  and  camels 
went  out,  being  hastened  and  pressed  on  by  the  king's  com- 
mandment. And  the  decree  was  given  at  Shushan  the  palace. 
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And  Mordecai  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the  king  in 
royal  apparel  of  blue  and  white,  and  with  a  great  crown  of 
gold,  and  with  a  garment  of  fine  linen  and  purple:  and  the  city 
of  Shushan  rejoiced  and  was  glad. 

The  Jews  had  light,  and  gladness,  and  joy,  and  honour.  And 
in  every  province,  and  in  every  city,  whithersoever  the  king's 
commandment  and  his  decree  came,  the  Jews  had  joy  and  glad- 
ness, a  feast  and  a  good  day.  And  many  of  the  people  of  the  land 
became  Jews;  for  the  fear  of  the  Jews  fell  upon  them. 

Now  in  the  twelfth  month,  that  is,  the  month  Adar,  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  the  same,  when  the  king's  commandment  and 
his  decree  drew  near  to  be  put  in  execution,  in  the  day  that  the 
enemies  of  the  Jews  hoped  to  have  power  over  them  (though 
it  was  turned  to  the  contrary,  that  the  Jews  had  rule  over  them 
that  hated  them);  the  Jews  gathered  themselves  together  in 
their  cities  throughout  all  the  provinces  of  the  king  Ahasuerus, 
to  lay  hand  on  such  as  sought  their  hurt:  and  no  man  could  with- 
stand them;  for  the  fear  of  them  fell  upon  all  people.  And  all  the 
rulers  of  the  provinces,  and  the  lieutenants,  and  the  deputies, 
and  officers  of  the  king,  helped  the  Jews;  because  the  fear  of 
Mordecai  fell  upon  them.  For  Mordecai  was  great  in  the  king's 
house,  and  his  fame  went  out  throughout  all  the  provinces:  for 
this  man  Mordecai  waxed  greater  and  greater. 

Thus  the  Jews  smote  all  their  enemies  with  the  stroke  of  the 
sword,  and  slaughter,  and  destruction,  and  did  what  they 
would  unto  those  that  hated  them.  And  in  Shushan  the  palace 
the  Jews  slew  and  destroyed  five  hundred  men.  And  Parshan" 
datha,  andDalphon,  andAspatha,  andPoratha,  and  Adalia,  and 
Aridatha,  andParmashta,  andArisai,  and  Aridai,  and  Vajezatha, 
the  ten  sons  of  Haman  the  son  of  Hammedatha,  the  enemy  of  the 
Jews,  slew  they;  but  on  the  spoil  laid  they  not  their  hand.  On 
that  day  the  number  of  those  that  were  slain  in  Shushan  the 
palace  was  brought  before  the  king. 

And  the  king  said  unto  Esther  the  queen,  "The  Jews  have 
slain  and  destroyed  five  hundred  men  in  Shushan  the  palace, 
and  the  ten  sons  of  Haman;  what  have  they  done  in  the  rest  of 
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the  king's  provinces?  now  wiiat  is  thy  petition?  and  it  stall  be 
granted  thee:  or  what  is  thy  request  further?  and  it  shall  be 
done." 

Then  said  Esther,  "If  it  please  the  king,  let  it  be  granted  to 
the  Jews  which  are  in  Shushan  to  do  to-morrow  also  according 
unto  this  day's  decree,  and  let  Hainan's  ten  sons  be  hanged 
upon  the  gallows/' 

And  the  king  commanded  it  so  to  be  done:  and  the  decree 
was  given  at  Shushan;  and  they  hanged  Hainan's  ten  sons.  For 
the  Jews  that  were  in  Shushan  gathered  themselves  together 
on  the  fourteenth  day  also  of  the  month  Adar,  and  slew  three 
hundred  men  at  Shushan;  but  on  the  prey  they  laid  not  their 
hand.  But  the  other  Jews  that  were  in  the  king's  provinces 
gathered  themselves  together,  and  stood  for  their  lives,  and  had 
rest  from  their  enemies,  and  slew  of  their  foes  seventy  and  five 
thousand,  but  they  laid  not  their  hands  on  the  prey. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  month  Adar;  and  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the  same  rested  they,  and  made  it  a  day  of  feasting 
and  gladness.  But  the  Jews  that  were  at  Shushan  assembled  to- 
gether on  the  thirteenth  day  thereof,  and  on  the  fourteenth 
thereof;  and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  same  they  rested,  and 
made  it  a  day  of  feasting  and  gladness.  Therefore  the  Jews  of 
the  villages,  that  dwelt  in  the  unwalled  towns,  made  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the  month  Adar  a  day  of  gladness  and  feasting, 
and  a  good  day,  and  of  sending  portions  one  to  another. 

And  Mordecai  wrote  these  things,  and  sent  letters  unto  all 
the  Jews  that  were  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  king  Ahasuerus, 
both  nigh  and  far,  to  establish  this  among  them,  that  they  should 
keep  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month  Adar,  and  the  fifteenth 
day  of  the  same,  yearly,  as  the  days  wherein  the  Jews  rested 
from  their  enemies,  and  the  month  which  was  turned  unto  them 
from  sorrow  to  joy,  and  from  mourning  into  a  good  day:  that 
they  should  make  them  days  of  feasting  and  joy,  and  of  sending 
portions  one  to  another,  and  gifts  to  the  poor. 

And  the  Jews  undertook  to  do  as  they  had  begun,  and  as 
Mordecai  had  written  unto  them;  because  Hainan  the  son  of 
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Hammedatha,  the  Agagite,  the  enemy  of  all  the  Jews,  had  de- 
vised against  the  Jews  to  destroy  them,  and  had  cast  Pur,  that 
is,  the  lot,  to  consume  them,  and  to  destroy  them;  but  when 
Esther  came  before  the  king,  he  commanded  by  letters  that  his 
wicked  device,  which  he  devised  against  the  Jews,  should  re- 
turn upon  his  own  head,  and  that  he  and  his  sons  should  be 
hanged  on  the  gallows. 

Wherefore  they  called  these  days  Purim  after  the  name  of 
Pur.  Therefore  for  all  the  words  of  this  letter,  and  of  that  which 
they  had  seen  concerning  this  matter,  and  which  had  come  unto 
them,  the  Jews  ordained,  and  took  upon  them,  and  upon  their 
seed,  and  upon  all  such  as  joined  themselves  unto  them,  so  as  it 
should  not  fail,  that  they  would  keep  these  two  days  according 
to  their  writing,  and  according  to  their  appointed  time  every 
year;  and  that  these  days  should  be  remembered  and  kept 
throughout  every  generation,  every  family,  every  province,  and 
every  city;  and  that  these  days  of  Purim  should  not  fail  from 
among  the  Jews,  nor  the  memorial  of  them  perish  from  their 
seed. 

Then  Esther  the  queen,  the  daughter  of  Abihail,  and  Mordecai 
the  Jew,  wrote  with  all  authority,  to  confirm  this  second  letter 
of  Purim.  And  he  sent  the  letters  unto  all  the  Jews,  to  the  hun- 
dred twenty  and  seven  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Ahasuerus, 
with  words  of  peace  and  truth,  to  confirm  these  days  of  Purim 
in  their  times  appointed,  according  as  Mordecai  the  Jew  and 
Esther  the  queen  had  enjoined  them,  and  as  they  had  decreed 
for  themselves  and  for  their  seed,  the  matters  of  the  fastings 
and  their  cry.  And  the  decree  of  Esther  confirmed  these  matters 
of  Purim;  and  it  was  written  in  the  book. 
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A  TALE 

THE  JEWISH  SACRED  CANON  was  gradually  built  up  between  the 
fourth  and  the  end  of  the  second  century  B.  C ,  by  which  latter  time  it 
was  complete.  It  included  originally  only  the  Torah  or  Law,  consisting 
merely  of  the  Pentateuch;  next  to  he  regarded  as  sacred  was  the  sedion 
known  as  the  Prophets  which  included  the  historical  as  well  as  prophet- 
ical works;  lastly,  and  always  regarded  as  of  somewhat  less  san&ity  than 
the  other  two,  was  the  miscellaneous  collection  of  Hagiographa  or  Writ- 
ings embracing  all  the  rest  of  the  Protestant  Old  Testament.  The  addi- 
tional works  known  since  the  fifth  century  AD.  as  the  Apocrypha  were 
rejededfrom  the  Palestinian  Canon  either  because  they  were  written  later 
than  1 00  B.  C. ,  by  which  time  the  Canon  was  definitely  established,  or 
because,  though  written  earlier,  they  had  not  yet  attained  sufficiently  high 
repute.  They  were  accepted  as  sacred  by  the  more  liberal  ]cws  of  Alex- 
andria, were  included  in  the  Scptuagint  and  Vulgate  translations,  and 
were  officially  placed  on  an  equality  with  the  rest  of  the  Old  Testament 
by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  the  Council  of  Trent  (1 545—63 ) . 
By  the  Church  of  England,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were  admitted  into 
the  Canon  in  a  subordinate  position  for  purposes  of  "edification"  hut  not 
for  "the  establishment  of  do&rine."  They  appear  in  the  King  James  Ver- 
sion as  "the  Boolces  called  Apocrypha"  between  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments, and  were  usually  included  in  Protestant  Bibles  until  about  si;tty 
years  ago.  From  the  literary  point  of  view,  their  disappearance  is  re- 
grettable. 

Since  the  purpose  of  the  present  edition  is  entirely  "edification"  and 
not  "doftrinc"  it  seems  fitting  to  include  at  least  parts  of  the  more  no- 
table Apocryphal  works.  Of  these  none  is  more  famous  than  the  patriotic 
tale  of  Judith  written  in  the  second  century.  Though  the  book  is  slightly 
inferior  to  Esther  as  narrative,  the  central  figure  of  Judith,  celebrated  in 
innumerable  paintings  and  passages  of  literature,  is  both  nobler  and  psy- 
chologically more  interesting  than  that  of  the  scheming  concubine  of  the 
Icing  Ahasuerus.  , 
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IN  THE  EIGHTEENTH  YEAR,  the  two  and  twentieth  day  of  the  first 
month,  there  was  talk  in  the  house  of  Nabuchodonosor  king 
of  the  Assyrians,  that  he  should,  as  he  said,  avenge  himself  on 
all  the  earth.  So  he  called  unto  him  all  his  officers,  and  all  his 
nobles,  and  communicated  with  them  his  secret  counsel,  and 
concluded  the  afflicting  of  the  whole  earth  out  of  his  own 
mouth.  Then  they  decreed  to  destroy  all  flesh,  that  did  not  obey 
the  commandment  of  his  mouth. 

And  when  he  had  ended  his  counsel,  Nabuchodonosor  king 
of  the  Assyrians  called  Holofernes  the  chief  captain  of  his 
army,  which  was  next  unto  him,  and  said  unto  him,  "Thus  saith 
the  great  king,  the  lord  of  the  whole  earth:  behold,  thou  shalt 
go  forth  from  my  presence,  and  take  with  thee  men  that  trust  in 
their  own  strength,  of  footmen  a  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand; and  the  number  of  horses  with  their  riders  twelve  thou- 
sand. 

"And  thou  shalt  go  against  all  the  west  country,  because 
they  disobeyed  my  commandment.  And  thou  shalt  declare  unto 
them,  that  they  prepare  for  me  earth  and  water:  for  I  will  go 
forth  in  my  wrath  against  them,  and  will  cover  the  whole  face 
of  the  earth  with  the  feet  of  mine  army,  and  I  will  give  them  for 
a  spoil  unto  them:  so  that  their  slain  shall  fill  their  valleys  and 
brooks,  and  the  river  shall  be  filled  with  their  dead,  till  it  over- 
flow: and  I  will  lead  them  captives  to  the  utmost  parts  of  all 
the  earth/' 

Then  Holofernes  went  forth  from  the  presence  of  his  lord, 
and  called  all  the  governors  and  captains,  and  the  officers  of  the 
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army  of  Assur;  and  lie  mustered  tiie  chosen  men  for  the  battle, 
as  his  lord  had  commanded  him,  unto  a  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand,  and  twelve  thousand  archers  on  horseback;  and  he 
ranged  them,  as  a  great  army  is  ordered  for  the  war.  And  he 
took  camels  and  asses  for  their  carriages,  a  very  great  number; 
and  sheep  and  oxen  and  goats  without  number  for  their  pro- 
vision: and  plenty  of  victual  for  every  man  of  the  army,  and  very 
much  gold  and  silver  out  of  the  king's  house;  then  he  went  forth 
and  all  his  power  to  go  before  King  Nabuchodonosor  in  the 
voyage,  and  to  cover  all  the  face  of  the  earth  westward  with 
their  chariots,  and  horsemen,  and  their  chosen  footmen.  A  great 
number  also  of  sundry  countries  came  with  them  like  locusts, 
and  like  the  sand  of  the  earth:  for  the  multitude  was  without 
number. 

And  they  went  forth  of  Nineveh  three  days'  journey  toward 
the  plain  of  Bectileth,  and  pitched  from  Bectileth  near  the 
mountain  which  is  at  the  left  hand  of  the  upper  Cilicia. 

Then  he  took  all  his  army,  his  footmen,  and  horsemen,  and 
chariots,  and  went  from  thence  into  the  hill  country;  and  de- 
stroyed Phud  and  Lud,  and  spoiled  all  the  children  of  Rasses, 
and  the  children  of  Ismael,  which  were  toward  the  wilderness 
at  the  south  of  the  land  of  the  Chellians. 

Then  he  went  over  Euphrates,  and  went  through  Mesopo- 
tamia, and  destroyed  all  the  high  cities  that  were  upon  the 
river  Arbonai,  till  ye  come  to  the  sea.  And  he  took  the  borders 
of  Cilicia,  and  killed  all  that  resisted  him,  and  came  to  the 
borders  of  Japheth,  which  were  toward  the  south,  over  against 
Arabia.  He  compassed  also  all  the  children  of  Madian,  and 
burned  up  their  tabernacles,  and  spoiled  their  sheepcotes. 

Then  he  went  down  into  the  plain  of  Damascus  in  the  time 
of  wheat  harvest,  and  burnt  up  all  their  fields,  and  destroyed 
their  flocks  and  herds,  also  he  spoiled  their  cities,  and  utterly 
wasted  their  countries,  and  smote  all  their  young  men  with  the 
edge  of  the  sword.  Therefore  the  fear  and  dread  of  him  fell 
upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  sea  coasts,  which  were  in  Sidon 
and  Tyrus,  .and  them  that  dwelt  in  Sur  and  Ocina,  and  all  that 
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dwelt  in  Jemnaan;  and  they  that  dwelt  in  Azotus  and  Ascalon 
feared  him  greatly. 

Now  the  children  of  Israel,  that  dwelt  in  Judea,  heard  all 
that  Holofernes  the  chief  captain  of  Nabuchodonosor  king  of 
the  Assyrians  had  done  to  the  nations,  and  after  what  manner 
he  had  spoiled  all  their  temples,  and  brought  them  to  nought. 

Therefore  they  were  exceedingly  afraid  of  him,  and  were 
troubled  for  Jerusalem,  and  for  the  temple  of  the  Lord  their 
God:  for  they  were  newly  returned  from  the  captivity,  and  all 
the  people  of  Judea  were  lately  gathered  together:  and  the 
vessels,  and  the  altar,  and  the  house,  were  sanctified  after  the 
profanation. 

Therefore  they  sent  into  all  the  coasts  of  Samaria,  and  the 
villages,  and  to  Bethoron,  and  Belmen,  and  Jericho,  and  to 
Choba,  and  Esora,  and  to  the  valley  of  Salem:  and  possessed 
themselves  beforehand  of  all  the  tops  of  the  high  mountains, 
and  fortified  the  villages  that  were  in  them,  and  laid  up  victuals 
for  the  provision  of  war:  for  their  fields  were  of  late  reaped. 

Then  was  it  declared  to  Holofernes,  the  chief  captain  of  the 
army  of  Assur,  that  the  children  of  Israel  had  prepared  for  war, 
and  had  shut  up  the  passages  of  the  hill  country,  and  had  forti- 
fied all  the  tops  of  the  high  hills,  and  had  laid  impediments  in 
the  champaign  countries:  wherewith  he  was  very  angry  and 
called  all  the  princes  of  Moab,  and  the  captains  of  Ammon,  and 
all  the  governors  of  the  sea  coast. 

Then  came  unto  him  all  the  chief  of  the  children  of  Esau,  and 
all  the  governors  of  the  people  of  Moab,  and  the  captains  of  the 
sea  coast,  and  said,  "Let  our  lord  now  hear  a  word,  that  there 
be  not  an  overthrow  in  thine  army.  For  this  people  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  do  not  trust  in  their  spears,  but  in  the  height  of 
the  mountains  wherein  they  dwell,  because  it  is  not  easy  to 
come  up  to  the  tops  of  their  mountains. 

"Now  therefore,  my  lord,  fight  not  against  them  in  battle 
array,  and  there  shall  not  so  much  as  one  man  of  thy  people 
perish.  Remain  in  thy  camp,  and  keep  all  the  men  of  thine  army, 
and  let  thy  servants  get  into  their  hands  the  fountain  of  water, 
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which  issueth  forth  of  the  foot  of  the  mountain;  for  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Bethulia  have  their  water  thence;  so  shall  thirst 
kill  them,  and  they  shall  give  up  their  city,  and  we  and  our 
people  shall  go  up  to  the  tops  of  the  mountains  that  are  near, 
and  will  camp  upon  them,  to  watch  that  none  go  out  of  the  city. 
So  they  and  their  wives  and  their  children  shall  be  consumed 
with  famine,  and  before  the  sword  come  against  them,  they 
shall  be  overthrown  in  the  streets  where  they  dwell. 

"Thus  shalt  thou  render  them  an  evil  reward;  because  they 
rebelled,  and  met  not  thy  person  peaceably." 

And  these  words  pleased  Holofernes  and  all  his  servants, 
and  he  appointed  to  do  as  they  had  spoken.  So  the  camp  of  the 
children  of  Ammon  departed,  and  with  them  five  thousand  of 
the  Assyrians,  and  they  pitched  in  the  valley,  and  took  the 
waters,  and  the  fountains  of  the  waters  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

Then  the  children  of  Esau  went  up  with  the  children  of  Am- 
inon,  and  camped  in  the  hill  country  over  against  Dothaim:  and 
they  sent  some  of  them  toward  the  south,  and  toward  the  east, 
over  against  Ekrebel,  which  is  near  unto  Chusi,  that  is  upon 
the  brook  Mochmur;  and  the  rest  of  the  army  of  the  Assyrians 
camped  in  the  plain,  and  covered  the  face  of  the  whole  land;  and 
their  tents  and  carriages  were  pitched  to  a  very  great  multitude. 

Then  the  children  of  Israel  cried  unto  the  Lord  their  God, 
because  their  heart  failed,  for  all  their  enemies  had  compassed 
them  round  about,  and  there  was  no  way  to  escape  out  from 
among  them.  Thus  all  the  company  of  Assur  remained  about 
them,  both  their  footmen,  chariots,  and  horsemen,  four  and 
thirty  days,  so  that  all  their  vessels  of  water  failed  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Bethulia.  And  the  cisterns  were  emptied,  and  they 
had  not  water  to  drink  their  fill  for  one  day;  for  they  gave  them 
drink  by  measure.  Therefore  their  young  children  were  out  of 
heart,  and  their  women  and  young  men  fainted  for  thirst,  and 
fell  down  in  the  streets  of  the  city,  and  by  the  passages  of  the 
gates,  and  there  was  no  longer  any  strength  in  them. 

Then  all  the  people  assembled  to  Ozias,  and  to  the  chief  of 
the  city,  both  young  men,  and  women,  and  children,  and  cried 
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with  a  loud  voice,  and  said  before  all  the  elders,  "God  be 
judge  between  us  and  you:  for  ye  have  done  us  great  injury,  in 
that  ye  have  not  required  peace  of  the  children  of  Assur.  For 
now  we  have  no  helper:  but  God  hath  sold  us  into  their  hands, 
that  we  should  be  thrown  down  before  them  with  thirst  and 
great  destruction. 

"Now  therefore  call  them  unto  you,  and  deliver  the  whole 
city  for  a  spoil  to  the  people  of  Holofernes,  and  to  all  his  army. 
For  it  is  better  for  us  to  be  made  a  spoil  unto  them  than  to  die 
for  thirst:  for  we  will  be  his  servants,  that  our  souls  may  live, 
and  not  see  the  death  of  our  infants  before  our  eyes,  nor  our 
wives  nor  our  children  to  die/' 

Then  there  was  great  weeping  with  one  consent  in  the  midst 
of  the  assembly;  and  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  God  with  a  loud 
voice. 

Then  said  Ozias  to  them,  "Brethren,  be  of  good  courage,  let 
us  yet  endure  five  days,  in  the  which  space  the  Lord  our  God 
may  turn  his  mercy  toward  us;  for  he  will  not  forsake  us  utterly. 
And  if  these  days  pass,  and  there  come  no  help  unto  us,  I  will 
do  according  to  your  word." 

And  he  dispersed  the  people,  every  one  to  their  own  charge; 
and  they  went  unto  the  walls  and  towers  of  their  city,  and  sent 
the  women  and  children  into  their  houses:  and  they  were  very 
low  brought  in  the  city. 

Now  at  that  time  Judith  heard  thereof,  which  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Merari,  the  son  of  Ox,  the  son  of  Joseph,  the  son  of  Oziel, 
the  son  of  Elcia,  the  son  of  Ananias,  the  son  of  Gedeon,  the  son 
of  Raphaim,  the  son  of  Acitho,  the  son  of  Eliu,  the  son  of  Eliab, 
the  son  of  Nathanael,  the  son  of  Samael,  the  son  of  Salasadai, 
the  son  of  Israel.  And  Manasses  was  her  husband,  of  her  tribe 
and  kindred,  who  died  in  the  barley  harvest.  For  as  he  stood 
overseeing  them  that  bound  sheaves  in  the  field,  the  heat  came 
upon  his  head,  and  he  fell  on  his  bed,  and  died  in  the  city  of 
Bethulia:  and  they  buried  him  with  his  fathers  in  the  field  be- 
tween Dothaim  and  Balamo. 

So  Judith  was  a  widow  in  her  house  three  years  and  four 
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months.  And  she  made  her  a  tent  upon  the  top  of  her  Louse,  and 
put  on  sackcloth  upon  her  loins,  and  wore  her  widow's  apparel. 
And  she  fasted  all  the  days  of  her  widowhood,  save  the  eves  of 
the  sabbaths,  and  the  sabbaths,  and  the  eves  of  the  new  moons, 
and  the  new  moons,  and  the  feasts  and  solemn  days  of  the  house 
of  Israel.  She  was  also  of  a  goodly  countenance,  and  very  beauti- 
ful to  behold:  and  her  husband  Manasses  had  left  her  gold,  and 
silver,  and  menservants,  and  maidservants,  and  cattle,  and 
lands;  and  she  remained  upon  them.  And  there  was  none  that 
gave  her  an  ill  word;  for  she  feared  God  greatly. 

Now  when  she  heard  the  evil  words  of  the  people  against 
the  governor,  that  they  fainted  for  lack  of  water;  for  Judith  had 
heard  all  the  words  that  Ozias  had  spoken  unto  them,  and  that 
he  had  sworn  to  deliver  the  city  unto  the  Assyrians  after  five 
days;  then  she  sent  her  waitingwoman,  that  had  the  govern- 
ment of  all  things  that  she  had,  to  call  Ozias  and-Chabris  and 
Charmis,  the  ancients  of  the  city. 

And  they  came  unto  her,  and  she  said  unto  them,  "Hear  me 
now,  O  ye  governors  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bethulia:  for  your 
words  that  ye  have  spoken  before  the  people  this  day  are  not 
right,  touching  this  oath  which  ye  made  and  pronounced  be- 
tween God  and  you,  and  have  promised  to  deliver  the  city  to 
our  enemies,  unless  within  these  days  the  Lord  turn  to  help  you. 
And  now  who  are  ye  that  have  tempted  God  this  day,  and  stand 
instead  of  God  among  the  children  of  men? 

"And  now  try  the  Lord  Almighty,  but  ye  shall  never  know 
any  thing.  For  ye  cannot  find  the  depth  of  the  heart  of  man, 
neither  can  ye  perceive  the  things  that  he  thinketh:  then  how 
can  ye  search  out  God,  that  hath  made  all  these  things,  and 
know  his  mind,  or  comprehend  his  purpose? 

"Nay,  my  brethren,  provoke  not  the  Lord  our  God  to  anger. 
For  if  he  will  not  help  us  within  these  five  days,  he  hath  power 
to  defend  us  when  he  will,  even  every  day,  or  to  destroy  us  be- 
fore our  enemies.  Do  not  bind  the  counsels  of  the  Lord  our 
God:  for  God  is  not  as  man,  that  he  may  be  threatened;  neither 
is  he  as  the  son  of  man,  that  he  should  be  wavering.  Therefore 
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let  us  wait  for  salvation  of  him,  and  call  upon  him  to  kelp  us, 
and  he  will  tear  our  voice,  if  it  please  him. " 

Then  said  Ozias  to  her,  "All  that  thou  hast  spoken  hast  thou 
spoken  with  a  good  heart,  and  there  is  none  that  may  gainsay 
thy  words.  For  this  is  not  the  first  day  wherein  thy  wisdom  is 
manifested;  but  from  the  beginning  of  thy  days  all  the  people 
have  known  thy  understanding,  because  the  disposition  of  thine 
heart  is  good.  But  the  people  were  very  thirsty,  and  compelled 
us  to  do  unto  them  as  we  have  spoken,  and  to  bring  an  oath 
upon  ourselves,  which  we  will  not  break  Therefore  now  pray 
thou  for  us,  because  thou  art  a  godly  woman,  and  the  Lord  will 
send  us  rain  to  fill  our  cisterns,  and  we  shall  faint  no  more/' 

Then  said  Judith  unto  them,  "Hear  me,  and  I  will  do  a  thing, 
which  shall  go  throughout  all  generations  to  the,  children  of  our 
nation.  Ye  shall  stand  this  night  in  the  gate,  and  I  will  go  forth 
with  my  waitingwoman:  and  within  the  days  that  ye  have  prom- 
ised to  deliver  the  city  to  our  enemies  the  Lord  will  visit  Israel 
by  mine  hand.  But  enquire  not  ye  of  mine  act:  for  I  will  not  de- 
clare it  unto  you,  till  the  things  be  finished  that  I  do. " 

Then  said  Ozias  and  the  princes  unto  her,  "Go  in  peace,  and 
the  Lord  God  be  before  thee,  to  take  vengeance  on  our  enemies. " 
So  they  returned  from  the  tent,  and  went  to  their  wards. 

Then  Judith  fell  upon  her  face,  and  put  ashes  upon  her  head, 
and  uncovered  the  sackcloth  wherewith  she  was  clothed;  and 
about  the  time  that  the  incense  of  that  evening  was  offered  in 
Jerusalem  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  Judith  cried  -with  a  loud 
voice,  and  said, 

"O  God,  O  my  God,  hear  me  also  a  widow.  Behold,  the 
Assyrians  are  multiplied  in  their  power;  they  are  exalted  with 
horse  and  man;  they  glory  in  the  strength  of  their  footmen;  they 
trust  in  shield,  and  spear,  and  bow,  and  sling;  and  know  not  that 
thou  art  the  Lord  that  brakest  the  battles:  the  Lord  is  thy  name. 

"Throw  down  their  strength  in  thy  power,  and  bring  down 
their  force  in  thy  wrath:  for  they  have  purposed  to  defile  thy 
sanctuary,  and  to  pollute  the  tabernacle  where  thy  glorious 
name  resteth,  and  to  cast  down  with  sword  the  horn  of  thy  altar. 
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"Bekold  their  pride,  and  send  tky  wratk  upon  tkeir  keads: 
give  into  mine  kand,  wkick  am  a  widow,  tke  power  tkat  I  kave 
conceived.  Smite  by  tke  deceit  of  my  lips  tke  servant  witk  tke 
prince,  and  tke  prince  witk  tke  servant;  break  down  tkeir  state^ 
liness  by  tke  kand  of  a  woman/' 

Now  after  tkat  ske  kad  ceased  to  cry  unto  tke  God  of  Israel, 
and  kad  made  an  end  of  all  tkese  words,  ske  arose  wkere  ske 
kad  fallen  down,  and  called  ker  maid,  and  went  down  into  tke 
kouse,  in  tke  wkick  ske  abode  in  tke  sabbatk  days,  and  in  ker 
feast  days,  and  pulled  off  tke  sackclotk  wkick  ske  kad  on,  and 
put  off  tke  garments  of  ker  widowkood,  and  wasked  ker  body 
all  over  witk  water,  and  anointed  kerself  witk  precious  oint- 
ment, and  braided  tke  kair  of  ker  kead,  and  put  on  a  tire  upon 
it,  and  put  on  ker  garments  of  gladness,  wkerewitk  ske  was 
clad  during  tke  life  of  Manasses  ker  kusband.  And  ske  took 
sandals  upon  ker  feet,  and  put  about  ker  ker  bracelets,  and  ker 
ckains,  and  ker  rings,  and  ker  earrings,  and  all  ker  ornaments, 
and  decked  kerself  bravely,  to  allure  tke  eyes  of  all  men  tkat 
skould  see  ker. 

Tken  ske  gave  ker  maid  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  a  cruse  of  oil, 
and  filled  a  bag  witk  parcked  corn,  and  lumps  of  figs,  and  witk 
fine  bread;  so  ske  folded  all  tkese  tkings  togetker,  and  laid  tkem 
upon  ker.  Tkus  tkey  went  fortk  to  tke  gate  of  tke  city  of 
Betkulia,  and  found  standing  tkere  Ozias,  and  tke  ancients  of 
tke  city,  Ckabris  and  Ckarmis. 

And  wken  tkey  saw  ker,  tkat  ker  countenance  was  altered, 
and  ker  apparel  was  ckanged,  tkey  wondered  at  ker  beauty  very 
greatly,  and  said  unto  ker,  "Tke  God,  tke  God  of  our  fatkers, 
give  tkee  favour,  and  accomplisk  tkine  enterprises  to  tke  glory 
of  tke  ckildren  of  Israel,  and  to  tke  exaltation  of  Jerusalem." 
Tken  tkey  worskipped  God. 

And  ske  said  unto  tkem,  "Command  tke  gates  of  tke  city  to 
be  opened  unto  me,  tkat  I  may  go  fortk  to  accomplisk  tke  tkings 
wkereof  ye  kave  spoken  witk  me." 

So  tkey  commanded  tke  young  men  to  open  unto  ker,  as  ske 
kad  spoken.  And  wken  tkey  kad  done  so,  Juditk  went  out,  ske, 
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and  her  maid  with  her;  and  the  men  of  the  city  looked  after  her, 
until  she  was  gone  down  the  mountain,  and  till  she  had  passed 
the  valley,  and  could  see  her  no  more. 

Thus  they  went  straight  forth  in  the  valley:  and  the  first 
watch  of  the  Assyrians  met  her,  and  took  her,  and  asked  her, 
"Of  what  people  art  thou?and  whence  comestthou?  and  whither 
goest  thou?" 

And  she  said,  T  am  a  woman  of  the  Hebrews,  and  am  fled 
from  them:  for  they  shall  be  given  you  to  be  consumed:  and  I  am 
coming  before  Holof ernes  the  chief  captain  of  your  army,  to  de- 
clare words  of  truth;  and  I  will  show  him  a  way,  whereby  he 
shall  go,  and  win  all  the  hill  country,  without  losing  the  body 
or  life  of  any  one  of  his  men." 

Now  when  the  men  heard  her  words,  and  beheld  her  coun- 
tenance, they  wondered  greatly  at  her  beauty,  and  said  unto 
her,  "Thou  hast  saved  thy  life,  in  that  thou  hast  hastened  to  come 
down* to  the  presence  of  our  lord:  now  therefore  come  to  his 
tent,  and  some  of  us  shall  conduct  thee,  until  they  have  de- 
livered thee  to  his  hands.  And  when  thou  standest  before  him, 
be  not  afraid  in  thine  heart,  but  show  unto  him  according  to  thy 
word;  and  he  will  entreat  thee  well/' 

Then  they  chose  out  of  them  a  hundred  men  to  accompany 
her  and  her  maid;  and  they  brought  her  to  the  tent  of  Holo- 
fernes. 

Then  was  there  a  concourse  throughout  all  the  camp:  for  her 
coming  was  noised  among  the  tents,  and  they  came  about  her,  as 
she  stood  without  the  tent  of  Holofernes,  till  they  told  him  of 
her.  And  they  wondered  at  her  beauty,  and  admired  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  because  of  her,  and  every  one  said  to  his  neighbour, 
"Who  would  despise  this  people,  that  have  among  them  such 
women?  surely  it  is  not  good  that  one  man  of  them  be  left,  who 
being  let  go  might  deceive  the  whole  earth."  And  they  that  lay 
near  Holofernes  went  out,  and  all  his  servants,  and  they  brought 
her  into  the  tent. 

Now  Holofernes  rested  upon  his  bed  under  a  canopy,  which 
was  woven  with  purple,  and  gold,  and  emeralds,  and  precious 
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stones.  So  they  siiowed  him  of  her;  and  he  came  out  before  his 
tent  with  silver  lamps  going  before  kirn.  And  when  Judith  was 
come  before  him  and  his  servants,  they  all  marvelled  at  the 
beauty  of  her  countenance;  and  she  fell  down  upon  her  face,  and 
did  reverence  unto  him:  and  his  servants  took  her  up. 

Then  said  Holofernes  unto  her,  "Woman,  be  of  good  com- 
fort, fear  not  in  thine  heart:  for  I  never  hurt  any  that  was  willing 
to  serve  Nabuchodonosor,  the  king  of  all  the  earth.  Now  there- 
fore, if  thy  people  that  dwelleth  in  the  mountains  had  not  set 
light  by  me,  I  would  not  have  lifted  up  my  spear  against  them: 
but  they  have  done  these  things  to  themselves.  But  now  tell  me 
wherefore  thou  art  fled  from  them,  and  art  come  unto  us:  for 
thou  art  come  for  safeguard;  be  of  good  comfort,  thou  shalt  live 
this  night,  and  hereafter:  for  none  shall  hurt  thee,  but  entreat 
thee  well,  as  they  do  the  servants  of  King  Nabuchodonosor  my 
lord/' 

Then  Judith  said  unto  him,  "Receive  the  words  of  thy  serv- 
ant,  and  suffer  thine  handmaid  to  speak  in  thy  presence,  and  I 
will  declare  no  lie  to  my  lord  this  night.  And  if  thou  wilt  follow 
the  words  of  thine  handmaid,  God  will  bring  the  thing  per- 
fectly  to  pass  by  thee;  and  my  lord  shall  not  fail  of  his  purposes. 
As  Nabuchodonosor  king  of  all  the  earth  liveth,  and  as  his 
power  liveth,  who  hath  sent  thee  for  the  upholding  of  every 
living  thing:  for  not  only  men  shall  serve  him  by  thee,  but  also 
the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  the  cattle,  and  the  fowls  of  the  air, 
shall  live  by  thy  power  under  Nabuchodonosor  and  all  his 
house.  For  we  have  heard  of  thy  wisdom  and  thy  policies,  and 
it  is  reported  in  all  the  earth,  that  thou  only  art  excellent  in  all 
the  kingdom,  and  mighty  in  knowledge,  and  wonderful  in  feats 
of  war.  Our  nation  shall  not  be  punished,  neither  can  the  sword 
prevail  against  them,  except  they  sin  against  their  God,  And 
now,  that  my  lord  be  not  defeated  and  frustrate  of  his  purpose, 
even  death  is  now  fallen  upon  them,  and  their  sin  hath  over- 
taken them,  wherewith  they  will  provoke  their  God  to  anger, 
whensoever  they  shall  do  that  which  is  not  fit  to  be  done:  for 
their  victuals  fail  them,  and  all  their  water  is  scant,  and  they 
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kave  determined  to  lay  hands  upon  their  cattle,  and  purposed 
to  consume  all  those  things,  that  God  hath  forbidden  them  to 
eat  by  his  laws,  and  are  resolved  to  spend  the  firstfruits  of  the 
corn,  and  the  tenths  of  wine  and  oil,  which  they  had  sanctified, 
and  reserved  for  the  priests  that  serve  in  Jerusalem  before  the 
face  of  our  God;  the  which  things  it  is  not  lawful  for  any  of  the 
people  so  much  as  to  touch  with  their  hands. 

"For  they  have  sent  some  to  Jerusalem,  because  they  also  that 
dwell  there  have  done  the  like,  to  bring  them  a  license  from  the 
senate.  Now  when  they  shall  bring  them  word,  they  will  forth- 
with do  it,  and  they  shall  be  given  thee  to  be  destroyed  the 
same  day.  Wherefore  I  thine  handmaid,  knowing  all  this,  am 
fled  from  their  presence;  and  God  hath  sent  me  to  work  things 
with  thee,  whereat  all  the  earth  shall  be  astonished,  and  whoso- 
ever shall  hear  it. 

"For  thy  servant  is  religious,  and  serveth  the  God  of  heaven 
day  and  night:  now  therefore,  my  lord,  I  will  remain  with  thee, 
and  thy  servant  will  go  out  by  night  into  the  valley,  and  I  will 
pray  unto  God,  and  he  will  tell  me  when  they  have  committed 
their  sins:  and  I  will  come  and  show  it  unto  thee:  then  thou  shalt 
go  forth  with  all  thine  army,  and  there  shall  be  none  of  them 
that  shall  resist  thee.  And  I  will  lead  thee  through  the  midst  of 
Judea,  until  thou  come  before  Jerusalem;  and  I  will  set  thy 
throne  in  the  midst  thereof;  and  thou  shalt  drive  them  as  sheep 
that  have  no  shepherd,  and  a  dog  shall  not  so  much  as  open  his 
mouth  at  thee:  for  these  things  were  told  me  according  to  my 
foreknowledge,  and  they  were  declared  unto  me,  and  I  am  sent 
to  tell  thee/' 

Then  her  words  pleased  Holofernes  and  all  his  servants;  and 
they  marvelled  at  her  wisdom,  and  said,  "There  is  not  such  a 
woman  from  one  end  of  the  earth  to  the  other,  both  for  beauty 
of  face,  and  wisdom  of  words." 

Likewise  Holofernes  said  unto  her,  "God  hath  done  well  to 
send  thee  before  the  people,  that  strength  might  be  in  our 
hands,  and  destruction  upon  them  that  lightly  regard  my  lord. 
And  now  thou  art  both  beautiful  in  thy  countenance,  and  witty 
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in  thy  words:  surely  if  thou  do  as  thou  hast  spoken,  thy  God 
shall  be  my  God,  and  thou  shalt  dwell  in  the  house  of  King 
Nabuchodonosor,  and  shalt  be  renowned  through  the  whole 
earth." 

Then  he  commanded  to  bring  her  in  where  his  plate  was  set; 
and  bade  that  they  should  prepare  for  her  of  his  own  meats,  and 
that  she  should  drink  of  his  own  wine.  And  Judith  said,  "I  will 
not  eat  thereof,  lest  there  be  an  offence:  but  provision  shall  be 
made  for  me  of  the  things  that  I  have  brought." 

Then  Holofernes  said  unto  her,  "If  thy  provision  should  fail, 
how  should  we  give  thee  the  like?  for  there  be  none  with  us  of 
thy  nation." 

Then  said  Judith  unto  him,  "As  thy  soul  liveth,  my  lord,  thine 
handmaid  shall  not  spend  those  things  that  I  have,  before  the 
Lord  work  by  mine  hand  the  things  that  he  hath  determined/' 

Then  the  servants  of  Holofernes  brought  her  into  the  tent, 
and  she  slept  till  midnight,  and  she  arose  when  it  was  toward 
the  morning  watch,  and  sent  to  Holofernes,  saying,  "Let  my 
lord  now  command  that  thine  handmaid  may  go  forth  unto 
prayer." 

Then  Holofernes  commanded  his  guard  that  they  should  not 
stay  her:  thus  she  abode  in  the  camp  three  days,  and  went  out 
in  the  night  into  the  valley  of  Bethulia,  and  washed  herself  in  a 
fountain  of  water  by  the  camp.  And  when  she  came  out,  she  be^ 
sought  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  to  direct  her  way  to  the  raising 
up  of  the  children  of  her  people.  So  she  came  in  clean,  and  re- 
mained in  the  tent,  until  she  did  eat  her  meat  at  evening. 

And  in  the  fourth  day  Holofernes  made  a  feast  to  his  own 
servants  only,  and  called  none  of  the  officers  to  the  banquet. 
Then  said  he  to  Bagoas  the  eunuch,  who  had  charge  over  all  that 
he  had,  "Go  now,  and  persuade  this  Hebrew  woman  which  is 
with  thee,  that  she  come  unto  us,  and  eat  and  drink  with  us.  For, 
lo,  it  will  be  a  shame  for  our  person,  if  we  shall  let  such  a  woman 
go,  not  having  had  her  company;  for  if  we  draw  her  not  unto 
us,  she  will  laugh  iis  to  scorn." 

Then  went  Bagoas  from  the  presence  of  Holofernes,  and  came 
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to  her,  and  he  said,  "Let  not  this  fair  damsel  fear  to  come  to  my 
lord,  and  to  be  honoured  in  his  presence,  and  drink  wine,  and 
be  merry  with  us,  and  be  made  this  day  as  one  of  the  daughters 
of  the  Assyrians,  which  serve  in  the  house  of  Nabuchodonosor. " 

Then  said  Judith  unto  him,  "Who  am  I  now,  that  I  should 
gainsay  my  lord?  surely  whatsoever  pleaseth  him  I  will  do 
speedily,  and  it  shall  be  my  joy  unto  the  day  of  my  death/' 

So  she  arose,  and  decked  herself  with  her  apparel  and  all  her 
woman's  attire,  and  her  maid  went  and  laid  soft  skins  on  the 
ground  for  her  over  against  Holofernes,  which  she  had  received 
of  Bagoas  for  her  daily  use,  that  she  might  sit  and  eat  upon  them. 

Now  when  Judith  came  in  and  sat  down,  Holofernes  his  heart 
was  ravished  with  her,  and  his  mind  was  moved,  and  he  desired 
greatly  her  company;  for  he  waited  a  time  to  deceive  her,  from 
the  day  that  he  had  seen  her. 

Then  said  Holofernes  unto  her,  "Drink  now,  and  be  merry 
with  us."  So  Judith  said,  "I  will  drink  now,  my  lord,  because 
my  life  is  magnified  in  me  this  day  more  than  all  the  days  since 
I  was  born." 

Then  she  took  and  ate  and  drank  before  him  what  her  maid 
had  prepared.  And  Holofernes  took  great  delight  in  her,  and 
drank  much  more  wine  than  he  had  drunk  at  any  time  in  one  day 
since  he  was  born. 

Now  when  the  evening  was  come,  his  servants  made  haste  to 
depart,  and  Bagoas  shut  his  tent  without,  and  dismissed  the 
waiters  from  the  presence  of  his  lord;  and  they  went  to  their 
beds:  for  they  were  all  weary,  because  the  feast  had  been  long. 
And  Judith  was  left  alone  in  the  tent,  and  Holofernes  lying 
along  upon  his  bed:  for  he  was  filled  with  wine.  Now  Judith 
had  commanded  her  maid  to  stand  without  her  bedchamber, 
and  to  wait  for  her  coming  forth,  as  she  did  daily:  for  she  said 
she  would  go  forth  to  her  prayers,  and  she  spoke  to  Bagoas  ac- 
cording to  the  same  purpose.  So  all  went  forth,  and  none  was 
left  in  the  bedchamber,  neither  little  nor  great.  Then  Judith, 
standing  by  his  bed,  said  in  her  heart,  "O  Lord  God  of  all 
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power,  look  at  this  present  upon  the  works  of  mine  hands  for  the 
exaltation  of  Jerusalem.  For  now  is  the  time  to  help  thine  in- 
heritance, and  to  execute  mine  enterprises  to  the  destruction 
of  the  enemies  which  are  risen  against  us/' 

Then  she  came  to  the  pillar  of  the  bed,  which  was  at  Holo- 
femes's  head,  and  took  down  his  falchion  from  thence,  and  ap- 
proached to  his  bed,  and  took  hold  of  the  hair  of  his  head,  and 
said,  "Strengthen  me,  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  this  day/'  And  she 
smote  twice  upon  his  neck  with  all  her  might,  and  she  took 
away  his  head  from  him,  and  tumbled  his  body  down  from  the 
bed,  and  pulled  down  the  canopy  from  the  pillars;  and  anon 
after  she  went  forth,  and  gave  Holofernes  his  head  to  her  maid 
And  she  put  it  in  her  bag  of  meat:  so  they  twain  went  together 
according  to  their  custom  unto  prayer:  and  when  they  passed 
the  camp,  they  compassed  the  valley,  and  went  up  the  moun- 
tain of  Bethulia,  and  came  to  the  gates  thereof. 

Then  said  Judith  afar  off  to  the  watchmen  at  the  gate,  "Open, 
open  now  the  gate:  God,  even  our  God,  is  with  us,  to  show  his 
power  yet  in  Jerusalem,  and  his  forces  against  the  enemy,  as  he 
hath  even  done  this  day/' 

Now  when  the  men  of  her  city  heard  her  voice,  they  made 
haste  to  go  down  to  the  gate  of  their  city,  and  they  called  the 
elders  of  the  city.  And  then  they  ran  all  together,  both  small 
and  great,  for  it  was  strange  unto  them  that  she  was  come:  so 
they  opened  the  gate,  and  received  them,  and  made  a  fire  for  a 
light,  and  stood  round  about  them. 

Then  she  said  to  them  with  a  loud  voice,  "Praise,  praise  God, 
praise  God,  I  say,'  for  he  hath  not  taken  away  his  mercy  from  the 
house  of  Israel,  but  hath  destroyed  our  enemies  by  mine  hands 
this  night." 

So  she  took  the  head  out  of  the  bag,  and  showed  it,  and  said 
unto  them,  "Behold  the  head  of  Holofernes,  the  chief  captain  of 
the  army  of  Assur,  and  behold  the  canopy,  wherein  he  did  lie 
in  his  drunkenness;  and  the  Lord  hath  smitten  him  by  the  hand 
of  a  woman.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  who  hath  kept  me  in  my  way 
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that  I  went,  my  countenance  Lath  deceived  him  to  his  destruc- 
tion, and  yet  hath  he  not  committed  sin  with  me,  to  defile  and 
shame  me." 

Then  all  the  people  were  wonderfully  astonished,  and  bowed 
themselves,  and  worshipped  God,  and  said  with  one  accord, 
"Blessed  be  thou,  O  our  God,  which  hast  this  day  brought  to 
nought  the  enemies  of  thy  people." 

Then  said  Ozias  unto  her,  "O  daughter,  blessed  art  thou  of 
the  most  high  God  above  all  the  women  upon  the  earth;  and 
blessed  be  the  Lord  God,  which  hath  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth,  which  hath  directed  thee  to  the  cutting  off  of  the 
head  of  the  chief  of  our  enemies.  For  this  thy  confidence  shall 
not  depart  from  the  heart  of  men,  which  remember  the  power 
of  God  for  ever.  And  God  turn  these  things  to  thee  for  a  per- 
petual praise,  to  visit  thee  in  good  things,  because  thou  hast 
not  spared  thy  life  for  the  affliction  of  our  nation,  but  hast  re- 
venged our  ruin,  walking  a  straight  way  before  our  God/'  And 
all  the  people  said,  "So  be  it,  so  be  it." 


SUSANNA  AND  THE  ELDERS 

A  TALE 

THE  PERFECT  LITTLE  TALE  of  Susanna  ml  tilt  Elders  has  supplied 
another  favorite  theme  for  painters  and  pets.  It  was  written  about  130 
B.  C. ,  and  first  appeared  as  an  addition  to  the  Apocryphal  version  of 
Daniel. 
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DWELT  a  man  in  Babylon,  called  Joacim:  and  he  took  a 
JL  wife,  whose  name  was  Susanna,  the  daughter  of  Chelcias, 
a  very  fair  woman,  and  one  that  feared  the  Lord.  Her  parents 
also  were  righteous,  and  taught  their  daughter  according  to  the 
law  of  Moses. 

Now  Joacim  was  a  great  rich  man,  and  had  a  fair  garden 
joining  unto  his  house:  and  to  him  resorted  the  Jews;  because  he 
was  more  honourable  than  all  others. 

The  same  year  were  appointed  two  of  the  ancients  of  the 
people  to  be  judges,  such  as  the  Lord  spoke  of,  that  wickedness 
came  from  Babylon  from  ancient  judges,  who  seemed  to  govern 
the  people.  These  kept  much  at  Joacim's  house:  and  all  that  had 
any  suits  in  law  came  unto  them. 

Now  when  the  people  departed  away  at  noon,  Susanna  went 
into  her  husband's  garden  to  walk.  And  the  two  elders  saw  her 
going  in  every  day,  and  walking;  so  that  their  lust  was  inflamed 
toward  her.  And  they  perverted  their  own  mind,  and  turned 
away  their  eyes,  that  they  might  not  look  unto  heaven,  nor  re- 
member just  judgments. 

And  albeit  they  both  were  wounded  with  her  love,  yet  durst 
not  one  show  another  his  grief.  For  they  were  ashamed  to  de- 
clare their  lust,  that  they  desired  to  have  to  do  with  her.  Yet 
they  watched  diligently  from  day  to  day  to  see  her.  And  the  one 
said  to  the  other,  "Let  us  now  go  home:  for  it  is  dinner  time/' 

So  when  they  were  gone  out,  they  parted  the  one  from  the 
other,  and  turning  back  again  they  came  to  the  same  place;  and 
after  that  they  had  asked  one  another  the  cause,  they  acknowl- 
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edged  their  lust:  then  appointed  they  a  time  both  together, 
when  they  might  find  her  alone. 

And  it  fell  out,  as  they  watched  a  fit  time,  she  went  in  as  be- 
fore with  two  maids  only,  and  she  was  desirous  to  wash  herself 
in  the  garden:  for  it  was  hot.  And  there  was  nobody  there  save 
the  two  elders,  that  had  hid  themselves,  and  watched  her. 

Then  she  said  to  her  maids,  "Bring  me  oil  and  washing  balls, 
and  shut  the  garden  doors,  that  I  may  wash  me." 

And  they  did  as  she  bade  them,  and  shut  the  garden  doors, 
and  went  out  themselves  at  privy  doors  to  fetch  the  things  that 
she  had  commanded  them:  but  they  saw  not  the  elders,  because 
they  were  hid. 

Now  when  the  maids  were  gone  forth,  the  two  elders  rose 
up,  and  ran  unto  her,  saying,  "Behold,  the  garden  doors  are  shut, 
that  no  man  can  see  us,  and  we  are  in  love  with  thee;  therefore 
consent  unto  us,  and  lie  with  us.  If  thou  wilt  not,  we  will  bear 
witness  against  thee,  that  a  young  man  was  with  thee:  and 
therefore  thou  didst  send  away  thy  maids  from  thee/' 

Then  Susanna  sighed,  and  said,  "I  am  straitened  on  every 
side:  for  if  I  do  this  thing,  it  is  death  unto  me:  and  if  I  do  it  not, 
I  cannot  escape  your  hands.  It  is  better  for  me  to  fall  into  your 
hands,  and  not  do  it,  than  to  sin  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord/' 

With  that  Susanna  cried  with  a  loud  voice:  and  the  two 
elders  cried  out  against  her.  Then  ran  the  one,  and  opened  the 
the  garden  door. 

So  when  the  servants  of  the  house  heard  the  cry  in  the  garden, 
they  rushed  in  at  a  privy  door,  to  see  what  was  done  unto  her. 
But  when  the  elders  had  declared  their  matter,  the  servants 
were  greatly  ashamed:  for  there  was  never  such  a  report  made 
of  Susanna. 

And  it  came  to  pass  the  next  day,  when  the  people  were  as- 
sembled to  her  husband  Joacim,  the  two  elders  came  also  full  of 
mischievous  imagination  against  Susanna  to  put  her  to  death; 
and  said  before  the  people,  "Send  for  Susanna,  the  daughter  of 
Chelcias,  Joacim5  s  wife/1 

And  so  they  sent.  So  she  came  with  her  father  and  mother, 
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her  children,  and  all  her  kindred.  Now  Susanna  was  a  very  .deli- 
cate woman,  and  beauteous  to  behold.  And  these  wicked  men 
commanded  to  uncover  her  face  (for  she  was  covered),  that  they 
might  be  filled  with  her  beauty.  Therefore  her  friends  and  all 
that  saw  her  wept. 

Then  the  two  elders  stood  up  in  the  midst  of  the  people,  and 
laid  their  hands  upon  her  head.  And  she  weeping  looked  up 
toward  heaven:  for  her  heart  trusted  in  the  Lord.  And  the 
eiders  said,  "As  we  walked  in  the  garden  alone,  this  woman 
came  in  with  two  maids,  and  shut  the  garden  doors,  and  sent 
the  maids  away.  Then  a  young  man,  who  there  was  hid,  came 
unto  her,  and  lay  with  her.  Then  we  that  stood  in  a  corner  of 
the  garden,  seeing  this  wickedness,  ran  unto  them.  And  when 
we  saw  them  together,  the  man  we  could  not  hold:  for  he  was 
stronger  than  we,  and  opened  the  door,  and  leaped  out.  But 
having  taken  this  woman,  we  asked  who  the  young  man  was, 
but  she  would  not  tell  us:  these  things  do  we  testify." 

Then  the  assembly  believed  them,  as  those  that  were  the 
elders  and  judges  of  the  people:  so  they  condemned  her  to 
death. 

Then  Susanna  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  and  said,  "O  ever- 
lasting God,  that  knowest  the  secrets,  and  knowest  all  things 
before  they  be:  thou  knowest  that  they  have  borne  false  witness 
against  me,  and,  behold,  I  must  die;  whereas  I  never  did  such 
things  as  these  men  have  maliciously  invented  against  me/' 

And  the  Lord  heard  her  voice. 

Therefore  when  she  was  led  to  be  put  to  death,  the  Lord 
raised  up  the  holy  spirit  of  a  young  youth,  whose  name  was 
Daniel:  who  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  "I  am  clear  from  the 
blood  of  this  woman." 

Then  all  the  people  turned  them  toward  him,  and  said, 
"What  mean  these  words  that  thou  hast  spoken?" 

So  he  standing  in  the  midst  of  them  said,  "Are  ye  such  fools, 
ye  sons  of  Israel,  that  without  examination  or  knowledge  of  the 
truth  ye  have  condemned  a  daughter  of  Israel?  Return  again  to 
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the  place  of  judgment:  for  they  have  borne  false  witness  against 
her. " 

Wherefore  all  the  people  turned  again  in  haste,  and  the 
elders  said  unto  him,  "Come,  sit  down  among  us,  and  show  it 
us,  seeing  God  hath  given  thee  the  honour  of  an  elder/' 

Then  said  Daniel  unto  them,  "Put  these  two  aside  one  far 
from  another,  and  I  will  examine  them/' 

So  when  they  were  put  asunder  one  from  another,  he  called 
one  of  them,  and  said  unto  him,  "O  thou  that  art  waxed  old  in 
wickedness,  now  thy  sins  which  thou  hast  committed  afore- 
time are  come  to  light:  for  thou  hast  pronounced  false  judg- 
ment, and  hast  condemned  the  innocent,  and  hast  let  the  guilty 
go  free;  albeit  the  Lord  saith,  'The  innocent  and  righteous  shalt 
thou  not  slay. '  Now  then,  if  thou  hast  seen  her,  tell  me  under 
what  tree  sawest  thou  them  companying  together?" 

Who  answered,  "Under  the  mastic  tree/* 

And  Daniel  said,  "Very  well;  thou  hast  lied  against  thine 
own  head;  for  even  now  the  angel  of  God  hath  received  the 
sentence  of  God  to  cut  thee  in  two. " 

So  he  put  him  aside,  and  commanded  to  bring  the  other,  and 
said  unto  him,  "O  thou  seed  of  Chanaan,  and  not  of  Juda,  beauty 
hath  deceived  thee,  and  lust  hath  perverted  thine  heart.  Thus 
have  ye  dealt  with  the  daughters  of  Israel,  and  they  for  fear 
companied  with  you:  but  the  daughter  of  Juda  would  not  abide 
your  wickedness.  Now  therefore  tell  me  under  what  tree  didst 
thou  take  them  companying  together?" 

Who  answered,  "Under  a  holm  tree/5 

Then  said  Daniel  unto  him,  "Well;  thou  hast  also  lied  against 
thine  own  head:  for  the  angel  of  God  waiteth  with  the  sword 
to  cut  thee  in  two,  that  he  may  destroy  you/' 

With  that  all  the  assembly  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
praised  God,  who  saveth  them  that  trust  in  him.  And  they  arose 
against  the  two  elders,  for  Daniel  had  convicted  them  of  false 
witness  by  their  own  mouth:  and  according  to  the  law  of  Moses 
they  did  unto  them  in  such  sort  as  they  maliciously  intended  to 
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do  to  their  neighbour:  and  they  put  them  to  death.  Thus  the  in- 
nocent blood  was  saved  the  same  day. 

Therefore  Chelcias  and  his  wife  praised  God  for  their  daugh- 
ter Susanna,  with  Joacim  her  husband,  and  all  the  kindred,  be- 
cause there  was  no  dishonesty  found  in  her. 
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A  TALE 

TOBIT  is  a  delightful  idyllic  story  of  mingled  realism  anil  fantasy,  in 
which  conjugal  quarrels,  debts,  dead  men,  a  faithful  dog,  a  maiden  pas- 
scssed  by  a  demon,  and  the  angel  Raphael  all  funftion  happily  together. 
It  has  been  placed  as  early  as  350  B.C  and  as  late  as  A.D.  75.  The 
reader  is  charmed  by  the  simplicity  of  the  style  while  the  scholar  finds  an 
additional  interest  in  the  Persian  and  Egyptian  influences  which  went 
into  its  making. 
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THE  BOOK  OF  THE  WORDS  OF  TOBIT,  SON  OF  TOBIEL,  THE  SON 
OF  ANANIEL,  THE  SON  OF  ADUEL,  THE  SON  OF  GABAEL,  OF  THE 
SEED  OF  ASAEL,  OF  THE  TRIBE  OP  NEPHTHALi;  WHO  IN  THE  TIME 
OF  ENEMESSAR  KING  OF  THE  ASSYRIANS  WAS  LED  CAPTIVE  OUT 
OF  THISBE,  WHICH  IS  AT  THE  RIGHT  HAND  OF  THAT  CITY,  WHICH 
IS  CALLED  PROPERLY  NEPHTHALI  IN  GALILEE  ABOVE  ASER. 


I  TOBIT  HAVE  WALKED  all  the  days  of  my  life  in  the  way  of  truth 
and  justice,  and  I  did  many  almsdeeds  to  my  brethren,  and 
my  nation,  who  came  with  me  to  Nineveh,  into  the  land  of  the 
Assyrians.  And  when  I  was  in  mine  own  country,  in  the  land  of 
Israel,  being  but  young,  all  the  tribe  of  Nephthali  my  father  fell 
from  the  house  of  Jerusalem,  which  was  chosen  out  of  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  that  all  the  tribes  should  sacrifice  there,  where 
the  temple  of  the  habitation  of  the  most  High  was  consecrated 
and  built  for  all  ages.  Now  all  the  tribes  which  together  re- 
volted, and  the  house  of  my  father  Nephthali,  sacrificed  unto 
the  heifer  Baal.  But  I  alone  went  often  to  Jerusalem  at  the  feasts, 
as  it  was  ordained  unto  all  the  people  of  Israel  by  an  everlasting 
decree,  having  the  firstfruits  and  tenths  of  increase,  with  that 
which  was  first  shorn;  and  them  gave  I  at  the  altar  to  the  priests, 
the  children  of  Aaron.  The  first  tenth  part  of  all  increase  I  gave 
to  the  sons  of  Aaron,  who  ministered  at  Jerusalem:  another  tenth 
part  I  sold  away,  and  went,  and  spent  it  every  year  at  Jerusalem: 
and  the  third  I  gave  unto  them  to  whom  it  was  meet,  as  Debora 
my  father's  mother  had  commanded  me,  because  I  was  left  an 
orphan  by  my  father.  Furthermore,  when  I  was  come  to  the  age 
of  a  man,  I  married  Anna  of  mine  own  kindred,  and  of  her  I  begot 
Tobias.  And  when  we  were  carried  away  captives  to  Nineveh, 
all  my  brethren  and  those  that  were  of  my  kindred  did  eat  of 
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the  bread  of  the  Gentiles.  But  I  kept  myself  from  eating;  because 
I  remembered  God  with  all  my  heart. 

And  the  most  High  gave  me  grace  and  favour  before  Enemes- 
sar,  so  that  I  was  his  purveyor.  And  I  went  into  Media,  and  left 
in  trust  with  Gabael,  the  brother  of  Gabrias,  at  Rages  a  city  of 
Media  ten  talents  of  silver.  Now  when  Enemessar  was  dead, 
Sennacherib  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead;  whose  estate  was 
troubled,  that  I  could  not  go  into  Media.  And  in  the  time  of 
Enemessar  I  gave  many  alms  to  my  brethren,  and  gave  my  bread 
to  the  hungry,  and  my  clothes  to  the  naked:  and  if  I  saw  any  of 
my  nation  dead,  or  cast  about  the  walls  of  Nineveh,  I  buried 
him.  And  if  the  king  Sennacherib  had  slain  any,  when  he  was 
come,  and  fled  from  Judea,  I  buried  them  privily;  for  in  his  wrath 
he  killed  many;  but  the  bodies  were  not  found,  when  they  were 
sought  for  of  the  king.  And  when  one  of  the  Ninevites  went  and 
complained  of  me  to  the  king,  that  I  buried  them,  and  hid  my- 
self; understanding  that  I  was  sought  for  to  be  put  to  death,  I 
withdrew  myself  for  fear.  Then  all  my  goods  were  forcibly  taken 
away,  neither  was  there  any  thing  left  me,  beside  my  wife  Anna 
and  my  son  Tobias.  And  there  passed  not  five  and  fifty  days, 
before  two  of  his  sons  killed  him,  and  they  fled  into  the  moun- 
tains of  Ararath;  and  Sarchedonus  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead; 
who  appointed  over  his  father's  accounts,  and  over  all  his  af- 
fairs, Achiacharus  my  brother  Anael's  son.  And  Achiacharus  in- 
treating  for  me,  I  returned  to  Nineveh.  Now  Achiacharus  was 
cupbearer,  and  keeper  of  the  signet,  and  steward,  and  overseer 
of  the  accounts:  and  Sarchedonus  appointed  him  next  unto  him: 
and  he  was  my  brother's  son. 

Now  when  I  was  come  home  again,  and  my  wife  Anna  was 
restored  unto  me,  with  my  son  Tobias,  in  the  feast  of  Pentecost, 
which  is  the  holy  feast  of  the  seven  weeks,  there  was  a  good 
dinner  prepared  me,  in  the  which  I  sat  down  to  eat.  And  when 
I  saw  abundance  of  meat,  I  said  to  my  son,  "Go  and  bring  what 
poor  man  soever  thou  shalt  find  out  of  our  brethren,  who  is 
mindful  of  the  Lord;  and,  lo,  I  tarry  for  thee." 
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But  he  came  again,  and  said,  "Father,  one  of  our  nation  is 
strangled,  and  is  cast  out  in  the  marketplace." 

Then  before  I  had  tasted  of  any  meat,  I  started  up,  and  took 
him  up  into  a  room  until  the  going  down  of  the  sun.  Then  I  re- 
turned, and  washed  myself,  and  ate  my  meat  in  heaviness,  re- 
membering that  prophecy  of  Amos,  as  he  said, 

'Tour  feasts  shall  le  turned  into  mourning, 
And  all  your  mirth  into  la-mentation" 

Therefore  I  wept:  and  after  the  going  down  of  the  sun  I  went 
and  made  a  grave,  and  buried  him.  But  my  neighbours  mocked 
me,  and  said,  "This  man  is  not  yet  afraid  to  be  put  to  death  for 
this  matter:  who  fled  away;  and  yet,  lo,  he  burieth  the  dead 
again/' 

The  same  night  also  I  returned  from  the  burial,  and  slept  by 
the  wall  of  my  courtyard,  being  polluted,  and  my  face  was  un- 
covered: and  I  knew  not  that  there  were  sparrows  in  the  wall, 
and  mine  eyes  being  open,  the  sparrows  muted  warm  dung  into 
mine  eyes,  and  a  whiteness  came  in  mine  eyes;  and  I  went  to  the 
physicians,  but  they  helped  me  not:  moreover  Achiacharus  did 
nourish  me,  until  I  went  into  Elymais. 

And  my  wife  Anna  did  take  women's  works  to  do.  And  when 
she  had  sent  them  home  to  the  owners,  they  paid  her  wages,  and 
gave  her  also  besides  a  kid.  And  when  it  was  in  my  house,  and 
began  to  cry,  I  said  unto  her,  "From  whence  is  this  kid?  is  it  not 
stolen?  render  it  to  the  owners;  for  it  is  not  lawful  to  eat  any 
thing  that  is  stolen/' 

But  she  replied  upon  me,  "It  was  given  for  a  gift  more  than 
the  wages/' 

Howbeit  I  did  not  believe  her,  but  bade  her  render  it  to  the 
owners:  and  I  was  abashed  at  her.  But  she  replied  upon  me, 
"Where  are  thine  alms  and  thy  righteous  deeds?  behold,  thou 
and  all  thy  works  are  known/' 

Then  I  being  grieved  did  weep,  and  in  my  sorrow  prayed, 
saying,  "O  Lord,  thou  art  just,  and  all  thy  works  and  all  thy 
ways  are  mercy  and  truth,  and  thou  judgest  truly  and  justly  for 
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ever.  Remember  me,  and  look  on  me,  punish  me  not  for  my  sins 
and  ignorances,  and  the  sins  of  my  fathers,  who  have  sinned  be- 
fore  thee:  for  they  obeyed  not  thy  commandments:  wherefore 
thou  hast  delivered  us  for  a  spoil,  and  unto  captivity,  and  unto 
death,  and  for  a  proverb  of  reproach  to  all  the  nations  among 
whom  we  are  dispersed.  And  now  thy  judgments  are  many  and 
true:  deal  with  me  according  to  my  sins  and  my  fathers':  be- 
cause we  have  not  kept  thy  commandments,  neither  have  walked 
in  truth  before  thee.  Now  therefore  deal  with  me  as  seemeth 
best  unto  thee,  and  command  my  spirit  to  be  taken  from  me, 
that  I  may  be  dissolved,  and  become  earth:  for  it  is  profitable 
for  me  to  die  rather  than  to  live,  because  I  have  heard  false  re- 
proaches, and  have  much  sorrow:  command  therefore  that  I  may 
now  be  delivered  out  of  this  distress,  and  go  into  the  everlast- 
ing place:  turn  not  thy  face  away  from  me/' 

It  came  to  pass  the  same  day,  that  in  Ecbatana,  a  city  of  Media, 
Sara  the  daughter  of  Raguel  was  also  reproached  by  her  father's 
maids;  because  that  she  had  been  married  to  seven  husbands, 
whom  Asmodeus  the  evil  spirit  had  killed,  before  they  had  lain 
with  her. 

"Dost  thou  not  know,"  said  they,  "that  thou  hast  strangled 
thine  husbands?  thou  hast  had  already  seven  husbands,  neither 
wast  thou  named  after  any  of  them.  Wherefore  dost  thou  beat 
us  for  them?  if  they  be  dead,  go  thy  ways  after  them,  let  us 
never  see  of  thee  either  son  or  daughter." 

When  she  heard  these  things,  she  was  very  sorrowful,  so 
that  she  thought  to  have  strangled  herself;  and  she  said,  "I  am 
the  only  daughter  of  my  father,  and  if  I  do  this,  it  shall  be  a  re- 
proach unto  him,  and  I  shall  bring  his  old  age  with  sorrow  unto 
the  grave/1 

Then  she  prayed  toward  the  window,  and  said,  "Blessed  art 
thou,  O  Lord  my  God,  and  thine  holy  and  glorious  name  is 
blessed  and  honourable  for  ever:  let  all  thy  works  praise  thee 
for  ever.  And  now,  O  Lord,  I  set  mine  eyes  and  my  face  toward 
thee,  and  say,  Take  me  out  of  the  earth,  that  I  may  hear  no  more 

[867] 


TOBIT 

the  reproach.  Thou  knowest,  Lord,  that  I  am  pure  from  all  sin 
with  man,  and  that  I  never  polluted  my  name,  nor  the  name  of 
my  father,  in  the  land  of  my  captivity:  I  am  the  only  daughter  of 
my  father,  neither  hath  he  any  child  to  be  his  heir,  neither  any 
near  kinsman,  nor  any  son  of  his  alive,  to  whom  I  may  keep  my- 
self for  a  wife:  my  seven  husbands  are  already  dead;  and  why 
should  I  live?  but  if  it  please  not  thee  that  I  should  die,  com- 
mand some  regard  to  be  had  of  me,  and  pity  taken  of  me,  that  I 
hear  no  more  reproach/" 

So  the  prayers  of  them  both  were  heard  before  the  majesty  of 
the  great  God.  And  Raphael  was  sent  to  heal  them  both,  that  is, 
to  scale  away  the  whiteness  of  Tobit's  eyes,  and  to  give  Sara 
the  daughter  of  Raguel  for  a  wife  to  Tobias  the  son  of  Tobit; 
and  to  bind  Asmodeus  the  evil  spirit;  because  she  belonged  to 
Tobias  by  right  of  inheritance.  The  selfsame  time  came  Tobit 
home,  and  entered  into  his  house,  and  Sara  the  daughter  of  Ra" 
guel  came  down  from  her  upper  chamber. 

In  that  day  Tobit  remembered  the  money  which  he  had  com- 
mitted to  Gabael  in  Rages  of  Media,  and  said  with  himself,  "I 
have  wished  for  death;  wherefore  do  I  not  call  for  my  son  To- 
bias, that  I  may  signify  to  him  of  the  money  before  I  die?"  And 
when  he  had  called  him,  he  said, 

"My  son,  when  I  am  dead,  bury  me;  and  despise  not  thy  moth- 
er, but  honour  her  all  the  days  of  thy  life,  and  do  that  which 
shall  please  her,  and  grieve  her  not.  Remember,  my  son,  that  she 
saw  many  dangers  for  thee,  when  thou  wast  in  her  womb;  and 
when  she  is  dead,  bury  her  by  me  in  one  grave.  My  son,  be  mind- 
ful of  the  Lord  our  God  all  thy  days,  and  let  not  thy  will  be  set 
to  sin,  or  to  transgress  his  commandments:  do  uprightly  all  thy 
life  long,  and  follow  not  the  ways  of  unrighteousness.  For  if 
thou  deal  truly,  thy  doings  shall  prosperously  succeed  to  thee, 
and  to  all  them  that  live  justly. 

"Give  alms  of  thy  substance;  and  when  thou  givest  alms,  let 
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not  thine  eye  be  envious,  neither  turn  thy  face  from  any  poor, 
and  the  face  of  God  shall  not  be  turned  away  from  thee.  If  thou 
hast  abundance,  give  alms  accordingly:  if  thou  have  but  a  little, 
be  not  afraid  to  give  according  to  that  little:  for  thou  layest  up 
a  good  treasure  for  thyself  against  the  day  of  necessity.  Because 
that  alms  do  deliver  from  death,  and  suffereth  not  to  come  into 
darkness.  For  alms  is  a  good  gift  unto  all  that  give  it  in  the  sight 
of  the  most  High, 

"Beware  of  all  whoredom,  my  son,  and  chiefly  take  a  wife  of 
the  seed  of  thy  fathers,  and  take  not  a  strange  woman  to  wife, 
which  is  not  of  thy  father's  tribe:  for  we  are  the  children  of  the 
prophets,  Noe,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob:  remember,  my  son, 
that  our  fathers  from  the  beginning,  even  that  they  all  married 
wives  of  their  own  kindred,  and  were  blessed  in  their  children, 
and  their  seed  shall  inherit  the  land.  Now  therefore,  my  son, 
love  thy  brethren,  and  despise  not  in  thy  heart  thy  brethren, 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  thy  people,  in  not  taking  a  wife  of 
them:  for  in  pride  is  destruction  and  much  trouble,  and  in  lewd- 
ness  is  decay  and  great  want:  for  lewdness  is  the  mother  of 
famine. 

"Let  not  the  wages  of  any  man,  which  hath  wrought  for  thee, 
tarry  with  thee,  but  give  him  it  out  of  hand:  for  if  thou  serve 
God,  he  will  also  repay  thee.  Be  circumspect,  my  son,  in  all 
things  thou  doest,  and  be  wise  in  all  thy  conversation.  Do  that 
to  no  man  which  thou  hatest.  Drink  not  wine  to  make  thee 
drunken:  neither  let  drunkenness  go  with  thee  in  thy  journey. 
Give  of  thy  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  of  thy  garments  to  them 
that  are  naked;  and  according  to  thine  abundance  give  alms; 
and  let  not  thine  eye  be  envious,  when  thou  givest  alms.  Pour 
out  thy  bread  on  the  burial  of  the  just,  but  give  nothing  to  the 
wicked.  Ask  counsel  of  all  that  are  wise,  and  despise  not  any 
counsel  that  is  profitable. 

"Bless  the  Lord  thy  God  alway,  and  desire  of  him  that  thy 
ways  may  be  directed,  and  that  all  thy  paths  and  counsels  may 
prosper:  for  every  nation  hath  not  counsel;  but  the  Lord  himself 
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givetk  all  good  things,  and  he  humbleth  whom  he  will,  as  he 
will;  now  therefore,  my  son,  remember  my  commandments,  nei- 
ther let  them  be  put  out  of  thy  mind. 

"And  now  I  signify  this  to  thee,  that  I  committed  ten  talents 
to  Gabael  the  son  of  Gabrias  at  Rages  in  Media.  And  fear  not, 
my  son,  that  we  are  made  poor:  for  thou  hast  much  wealth,  if 
thou  fear  God,  and  depart  from  all  sin,  and  do  that  which  is 
pleasing  in  his  sight/' 

Tobias  then  answered  and  said,  "Father,  I  will  do  all  things 
which  thou  hast  commanded  me:  but  how  can  I  receive  the  money, 
seeing  I  know  him  not?" 

Then  he  gave  him  the  handwriting,  and  said  unto  him,  "Seek 
thee  a  man  which  may  go  with  thee,  while  I  yet  live,  and  I  will 
give  him  wages:  and  go  and  receive  the  money/' 

Therefore  when  he  went  to  seek  a  man,  he  found  Raphael 
that  was  an  angel.  But  he  knew  not;  and  he  said  unto  him,  "Canst 
thou  go  with  me  to  Rages?  and  knowest  thou  those  places  well?" 

To  whom  the  angel  said,  "I  will  go  with  thee,  and  I  know 
the  way  well:  for  I  have  lodged  with  our  brother  Gabael/' 

Then  Tobias  said  unto  him,  "Tarry  for  me,  till  I  tell  my  fa- 
ther." 

Then  he  said  unto  him,  "Go,  and  tarry  not." 

So  he  went  in  and  said  to  his  father,  "Behold,  I  have  found 
one  which  will  go  with  me/' 

Then  he  said,  "Call  him  unto  me,  that  I  may  know  of  what 
tribe  he  is,  and  whether  he  be  a  trusty  man  to  go  with  thee/' 

So  he  called  him,  and  he  came  in,  and  they  saluted  one  an- 
other. Then  Tobit  said  unto  him,  "Brother,  show  me  of  what 
tribe  and  family  thou  art/' 

To  whom  he  said,  "Dost  thou  seek  for  a  tribe  or  family,  or  a 
hired  man  to  go  with  thy  son?" 

Then  Tobit  said  unto  him,  "I  would  know,  brother,  thy  kin- 
dred and  name." 

Then  he  said,  "I  am  Azarias,  the  son  of  Ananias  the  great,  and 
of  thy  brethren/' 

Then  Tobit  said,  "Thou  art  welcome,  brother;  be  not  now 
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angry  with  me,  because  I  have  enquired  to  know  thy  tribe  and 
thy  family;  for  thou  art  my  brother,  of  an  honest  and  good  stock: 
for  I  know  Ananias  and  Jonathas,  sons  of  that  great  Samaias,  as 
we  went  together  to  Jerusalem  to  worship,  and  offered  the  first- 
born, and  the  tenths  of  the  fruits;  and  they  were  not  seduced 
with  the  error  of  our  brethren:  my  brother,  thou  art  of  a  good 
stock  But  tell  me,  what  wages  shall  I  give  thee?  wilt  thou  a 
drachm  a  day,  and  things  necessary,  as  to  mine  own  son?  Yea, 
moreover,  if  ye  return  safe,  I  will  add  something  to  thy  wages." 

So  they  were  well  pleased.  Then  said  he  to  Tobias,  Trepare 
thyself  for  the  journey,  and  God  send  you  a  good  journey." 

And  when  his  son  had  prepared  all  things  for  the  journey,  his 
father  said,  "Go  thou  with  this  man,  and  God,  which  dwelleth 
in  heaven,  prosper  your  journey,  and  the  angel  of  God  keep  you 
company."  So  they  went  forth  both,  and  the  young  man's  dog 
with  them. 

But  Anna  his  mother  wept,  and  said  to  Tobit,  "Why  hast 
thou  sent  away  our  son?  is  he  not  the  staff  of  our  hand,  in  going 
in  and  out  before  us?  Be  not  greedy  to  add  money  to  money:  but 
let  it  be  as  refuse  in  respect  of  our  child.  For  that  which  the 
Lord  hath  given  us  to  live  with  doth  suffice  us." 

Then  said  Tobit  to  her,  "Take  no  care,  my  sister;  he  shall  re- 
turn in  safety,  and  thine  eyes  shall  see  him.  For  the  good  angel 
will  keep  him  company,  and  his  journey  shall  be  prosperous, 
and  he  shall  return  safe." 

Then  she  made  an  end  of  'weeping. 

And  as  they  went  on  their  journey,  they  came  in  the  evening 
to  the  river  Tigris,  and  they  lodged  there.  And  when  the  young 
man  went  down  to  wash  himself,  a  fish  leaped  out  of  the  river, 
and  would  have  devoured  him. 

Then  the  angel  said  unto  him,  "Take  the  fish."  And  the  young 
man  laid  hold  of  the  fish,  and  drew  it  to  land. 

To  whom  the  angel  said,  "Open  the  fish,  and  take  the  heart 
and  the  liver  and  the  gall,  and  put  them  up  safely." 

So  the  young  man  did  as  the  angel  commanded  him;  and  when 
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they  had  roasted  the  fish,  they  did  eat  it:  then  they  both  went  on 
their  way,  till  they  drew  near  to  Ecbatana.  Then  the  young  man 
said  to  the  angel,  "Brother  Azarias,  to  what  use  is  the  heart  and 
the  liver  and  the  gall  of  the  fish?" 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "Touching  the  heart  and  the  liver,  if  a 
devil  or  an  evil  spirit  trouble  any,  we  must  make  a  smoke  thereof 
before  the  man  or  the  woman,  and  the  party  shall  be  no  more 
vexed.  As  for  the  gall,  it  is  good  to  anoint  a  man  that  hath 
whiteness  in  his  eyes,  and  he  shall  be  healed." 

And  when  they  were  come  near  to  Rages,  the  angel  said  to 
the  young  man,  "Brother,  to-day  we  shall  lodge  with  Raguel, 
who  is  thy  cousin;  he  also  hath  one  only  daughter,  named  Sara; 
I  will  speak  for  her,  that  she  may  be  given  thee  for  a  wife.  For 
to  thee  doth  the  right  of  her  appertain,  seeing  thou  only  art  of 
her  kindred.  And  the  maid  is  fair  and  wise:  now  therefore  hear 
me,  and  I  will  speak  to  her  father;  and  when  we  return  from 
Rages  we  will  celebrate  the  marriage:  for  I  know  that  Raguel 
cannot  marry  her  to  another  according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  but 
he  shall  be  guilty  of  death,  because  the  right  of  inheritance  doth 
rather  appertain  to  thee  than  to  any  other." 

Then  the  young  man  answered  the  angel,  "I  have  heard,  brother 
Azarias,  that  this  maid  hath  been  given  to  seven  men,  who  all 
died  in  the  marriage  chamber.  And  now  I  am  the  only  son  of  my 
father,  and  I  am  afraid,  lest,  if  I  go  in  unto  her,  I  die,  as  the  other 
before:  for  a  wicked  spirit  loveth  her,  which  hurteth  no  body, 
but  those  which  come  unto  her:  wherefore  I  also  fear  lest  I  die, 
and  bring  my  father's  and  my  mother's  life  because  of  me  to  the 
grave  with  sorrow:  for  they  have  no  other  son  to  bury  them." 

Then  the  angel  said  unto  hiro,  "Dost  thou  not  remember  the 
precepts  which  thy  father  gave  thee,  that  thou  shouldest  marry 
a  wife  of  thine  own  kindred?  wherefore  hear  me,  O  my  brother; 
for  she  shall  be  given  thee  to  wife;  and  make  thou  no  reckoning 
of  the  evil  spirit;  for  this  same  night  shall  she  be  given  thee  in 
marriage.  And  when  thou  shalt  come  into  the  marriage  cham- 
ber, thou  shalt  take  the  ashes  of  perfume,  and  shalt  lay  upon 
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them  some  of  the  heart  and  liver  of  the  fish,  and  shalt  make  a 
smoke  with  it:  and  the  devil  shall  smell  it,  and  flee  away,  and 
never  come  again  any  more:  but  when  thou  shalt  come  to  her, 
rise  up  both  of  you,  and  pray  to  God  which  is  merciful,  who 
will  have  pity  on  you,  and  save  you:  fear  not,  for  she  is  ap- 
pointed unto  thee  from  the  beginning;  and  thou  shalt  preserve 
her,  and  she  shall  go  with  thee.  Moreover  I  suppose  that  she 
shall  bear  thee  children/' 

Now  when  Tobias  had  heard  these  things,  he  loved  her,  and 
his  heart  was  effectually  joined  to  her. 

And  when  they  were  come  to  Ecbatana,  they  came  to  the 
house  of  Raguel,  and  Sara  met  them:  and  after  they  had  saluted 
one  another,  she  brought  them  into  the  house.  Then  said  Raguel 
to  Edna  his  wife,  "How  like  is  this  young  man  to  Tobit  my 
cousin ! "  And  Raguel  asked  them,  "From  whence  are  ye,  breth- 
ren?" To  whom  they  said,  "We  are  of  the  sons  of  Nephthalim, 
which  are  captives  in  Nineveh/'  Then  he  said  to  them,  "Do  ye 
know  Tobit  our  kinsman?"  And  they  said,  "We  know  him/' 
Then  said  he,  "Is  he  in  good  health?"  And  they  said,  "He  is 
both  alive,  and  in  good  health":  and  Tobias  said,  "He  is  my 
father/* 

Then  Raguel  leaped  up,  and  kissed  him,  and  wept,  and  blessed 
him,  and  said  unto  him,  "Thou  art  the  son  of  an  honest  and  good 
man/'  But  when  he  had  heard  that  Tobit  was  blind,  he  was 
sorrowful,  and  wept.  And  likewise  Edna  his  wife  and  Sara  his 
daughter  wept.  Moreover  they  entertained  them  cheerfully;  and 
after  that  they  had  killed  a  ram  of  the  flock,  they  set  store  of 
meat  on  the  table. 

Then  said  Tobias  to  Raphael,  "Brother  Azarias,  speak  of  those 
things  of  which  thou  didst  talk  in  the  way,  and  let  this  business 
be  dispatched/' 

So  he  communicated  the  matter  with  Raguel:  and  Raguel 
said  to  Tobias,  "Eat  and  drink,  and  make  merry:  for  it  is  meet 
that  thou  shouldest  marry  my  daughter:  nevertheless  I  will  de- 
clare unto  thee  the  truth.  I  have  given  my  daughter  in  marriage 

[8-73] 


TOBIT 

to  seven  men,  who  died  that  night  they  came  in  unto  her:  never- 
theless for  the  present  be  merry." 

But  Tobias  said,  "I  will  eat  nothing  here,  till  we  agree  and 
swear  one  to  another. " 

Raguel  said,  "Then  take  her  from  henceforth  according  to  the 
manner,  for  thou  art  her  cousin,  and  she  is  thine,  and  the  merci-* 
ful  God  give  you  good  success  in  all  things." 

Then  he  called  his  daughter  Sara,  and  she  came  to  her  father, 
and  he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  gave  her  to  be  wife  to  Tobias, 
saying,  "Behold,  take  her  after  the  law  of  Moses,  and  lead  her 
away  to  thy  father."  And  he  blessed  them;  and  called  Edna  his 
wife,  and  took  paper,  and  did  write  an  instrument  of  covenants, 
and  sealed  it.  Then  they  began  to  eat. 

After  Raguel  called  his  wife  Edna,  and  said  unto  her,  "Sister, 
.  prepare  another  chamber,  and  bring  her  in  thither. *  Which  when 
si£  had  done  as  he  had  bidden  her,  she  brought  her  thither:  and 
ske^vept,  and  she  received  the  tears  of  her  daughter,  and  said 
unto^er,  "Be  of  good  comfort,  my  daughter;  the  Lord  of  heaven 
and  tfttk.  give  thee  joy  for  this  thy  sorrow:  be  of  good  comfort, 
my  dg%kter." 

Af&d  when  they  had  supped,  they  brought  Tobias  in  unto 
he-r/And  as  he  went,  he  remembered  the  words  of  Raphael,  and 
took  the  ashes  of  the  perfumes,  and  put  the  heart  and  the  liver 
of  the  fish  thereupon,  and  made  a  smoke  therewith.  The  which 
smell  when  the  evil  spirit  had  smelled,  he  fled  into  the  utmost 
parts  of  Egypt,  and  the  angel  bound  him. 

And  after  that  they  were  both  shut  in  together,  Tobias  rose 
out  of  the  bed,  and  said,  "Sister,  arise,  and  let  us  pray  that  God 
would  have  pity  on  us." 

Then  began  Tobias  to  say,  "Blessed  art  thou,  O  God  of  our 
fathers,  and  blessed  is  thy  holy  and  glorious  name  for  ever;  let 
the  heavens  bless  thee,  and  all  thy  creatures.  Thou  madest  Adam, 
and  gavest  him  Eve  his  wife  for  a  helper  and  stay:  of  them  came 
mankind:  thou  hast  said,  It  is  not  good  that  man  should  be  alone; 
let  us  make  unto  him  an  aid  like  unto  himself. '  And  now,  O  Lord, 
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I  take  not  this  my  sister  for  lust,  but  uprightly:  therefore  merci- 
fully ordain  that  we  may  become  aged  together."  And  she  said 
with  him,  "Amen/'  So  they  slept  both  that  night. 

And  Raguel  arose,  and  went  and  made  a  grave,  saying,  "I  fear 
lest  he  also  be  dead/7  But  when  Raguel  was  come  into  his  house, 
he  said  unto  his  wife  Edna,  "Send  one  of  the  maids,  and  let  her 
see  whether  he  be  alive:  if  he  be  not,  that  we  may  bury  him,  and 
no  man  know  it/' 

So  the  maid  opened  the  door,  and  went  in,  and  found  them 
both  asleep,  and  came  forth,  and  told  them  that  he  was  alive. 

Then  Raguel  praised  God,  and  said,  "O  God,  thou  art  worthy 
to  be  praised  with  all  pure  and  holy  praise;  therefore  let  thy 
saints  praise  thee  with  all  thy  creatures;  and  let  all  thine  angels 
and  thine  elect  praise  thee  for  ever.  Thou  art  to  be  praised,  for 
thou  hast  made  me  joyful;  and  that  is  not  come  to  me  which  I  sus- 
pected; but  thou  hast  dealt  with  us  according  to  thy  great  mercy. 
Thou  art  to  be  praised,  because  thou  hast  had  mercy  of  two  that 
were  the  only  begotten  children  of  their  fathers:  grant  them 
mercy,  O  Lord,  andfinish  their  life  inhealth  with  joy  andmercy." 

Then  Raguel  bade  his  servants  to  fill  the  grave.  And  he  kept 
the  wedding  feast  fourteen  days.  For  before  the  days  of  the 
marriage  were  finished,  Raguel  had  said  unto  him  by  an  oath, 
that  he  should  not  depart  till  the  fourteen  days  of  the  marriage 
were  expired;  and  then  he  should  take  the  half  of  his  goods,  and 
go  in  safety  to  his  father;  and  should  have  the  rest  when  I  and 
my  wife  be  dead. 

Then  Tobias  called  Raphael,  and  said  unto  him,  "Brother 
Azarias,  take  with  thee  a  servant,  and  two  camels,  and  go  to 
Rages  of  Media  to  Gabael,  and  bring  me  the  money,  and  bring 
him  to  the  wedding.  For  Raguel  hath  sworn  that  I  shall  not  de- 
part. But  my  father  counteth  the  days;  and  if  I  tarry  long,  he  will 
be  very  sorry/' 

So  Raphael  went  out,  and  lodged  with  Gabael,  and  gave  him 
the  handwriting:  who  brought  forth  bags  which  were  sealed 
up,  and  gave  them  to  him.  And  early  in  the  morning  they  went 
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forth  both  together,  and  came  to  the  wedding:  and  Tobias  blessed 
his  wife. 

Now  Tobit  his  father  counted  every  day:  and  when  the  days 
of  the  journey  were  expired,  and  they  came  not,  then  Tobit 
said,  "Are  they  detained?  or  is  Gabael  dead,  and  there  is  no 
man  to  give  him  the  money?"  Therefore  he  was  very  sorry. 

Then  his  wife  said  unto  him,  "My  son  is  dead,  seeing  he  stay- 
eth  long";  and  she  began  to  bewail  him,  and  said,  "Now  I  care 
for  nothing,  my  son,  since  I  have  let  thee  go,  the  light  of  mine 
eyes/' 

To  whom  Tobit  said,  "Hold  thy  .peace,  take  no  care,  for  he  is 
safe." 

But  she  said,  "Hold  thy  peace,  and  deceive  me  not;  my  son  is 
dead."  And  she  went  out  every  day  into  the  way  which  they 
went,  and  did  eat  no  meat  on  the  daytime,  and  ceased  not  whole 
nights  to  bewail  her  son  Tobias,  until  the  fourteen  days  of  the 
wedding  were  expired,  which  Raguel  had  sworn  that  he  should 
spend  there. 

Then  Tobias  said  to  Raguel,  "Let  me  go,  for  my  father  and 
my  mother  look  no  more  to  see  me." 

But  his  father-in-law  said  unto  him,  "Tarry  with  me,  and  I 
will  send  to  thy  father,  and  they  shall  declare  unto  him  how 
things  go  with  thee." 

But  Tobias  said,  "No;  but  let  me  go  to  my  father." 

Then  Raguel  arose,  and  gave  him  Sara  his  wife,  and  half  his 
goods,  servants,  and  cattle,  and  money.  And  he  blessed  them, 
and  sent  them  away,  saying,  "The  God  of  heaven  give  you  a 
prosperous  journey,  my  children."  And  he  said  to  his  daughter, 
"Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother-in-law,  which  are  now  thy 
parents,  that  I  may  hear  good  report  of  thee."  And  he  kissed  her. 
Edna  also  said  to  Tobias,  "The  Lord  of  heaven  restore  thee,  my 
dear  brother,  and  grant  that  1  may  see  thy  children  of  my  daugh- 
ter Sara  before  I  die,  that  I  may  rejoice  before  the  Lord:  behold, 


TOBIT 

I  commit  my  daughter  unto  thee  of  special  trust;  wherefore  do 
not  entreat  her  evil.33 

After  these  things  Tobias  went  his  way,  praising  God  that 
he  had  given  him  a  prosperous  journey,  and  blessed  Raguel  and 
Edna  his  wife,  and  went  on  his  way  till  they  drew  near  unto 
Nineveh. 

Then  Raphael  said  to  Tobias,  "Thou  knowest,  brother,  how 
thou  didst  leave  thy  father:  let  us  haste  before  thy  wife,  and 
prepare  the  house.  And  take  in  thine  hand  the  gall  of  the  fish/' 
So  they  went  their  way,  and  the  dog  went  after  them. 

Now  Anna  sat  looking  about  toward  the  way  for  her  son. 
And  when  she  espied  him  coming,  she  said  to  his  father,  "Be- 
hold, thy  son  cometh,  and  the  man  that  went  with  him/' 

Then  said  Raphael,  "I  know,  Tobias,  that  thy  father  will  open 
his  eyes.  Therefore  anoint  thou  his  eyes  with  the  gall,  and  being 
pricked  therewith,  he  shall  rub,  and  the  whiteness  shall  fall 
away,  and  he  shall  see  thee." 

Then  Anna  ran  forth,  and  fell  upon  the  neck  of  her  son,  and 
said  unto  him,  "Seeing  I  have  seen  thee,  my  son,  from  henceforth 
I  am  content  to  die."  And  they  wept  both. 

Tobit  also  went  forth  toward  the  door,  and  stumbled:  but 
his  son  ran  unto  him,  and  took  hold  of  his  father:  and  he  stroked  of 
the  gall  on  his  father's  eyes,  saying,  "Be  of  goodhope,  my  father/* 

And  when  his  eyes  began  to  smart,  he  rubbed  them;  and  the 
whiteness  peeled  away  from  the  corners  of  his  eyes:  and  when 
he  saw  his  son,  he  fell  upon  his  neck.  And  he  wept,  and  said, 
"Blessed  art  thou,  O  God,  and  blessed  is  thy  name  for  ever;  and 
blessed  are  all  thine  holy  angels:  for  thou  hast  scourged,  and 
hast  taken  pity  on  me:  for,  behold,  I  see  my  son  Tobias/'  And 
his  son  went  in  rejoicing,  and  told  his  father  the  great  things 
that  had  happened  to  him  in  Media. 

Then  Tobit  went  out  to  meet  his  daughter-in-law  at  the  gate 
of  Nineveh,  rejoicing,  and  praising  God:  and  they  which  saw 
him  go  marvelled,  because  he  had  received  his  sight.  But  Tobit 
gave  thanks  before  them,  because  God  had  mercy  on  him.  And 
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when  lie  came  near  to  Sara  his  daughter-in-law,  he  blessed  her, 
saying,  "Thou  art  welcome,  daughter:  God  be  blessed,  which 
hath  brought  thee  unto  us,  and  blessed  be  thy  father  and  thy 
mother."  And  there  was  joy  among  all  his  brethren  which  were 
at  Nineveh.  And  Achiacharus  and  Nasbas  his  brother's  son, 
came:  and  Tobias's  wedding  was  kept  seven  days  with  great  joy. 

Then  Tobit  called  his  son  Tobias,  and  said  unto  him,  "My 
son,  see  that  the  man  have  his  wages,  which  went  with  thee, 
and  thou  must  give  him  more." 

And  Tobias  said  unto  him,  "O  father,  it  is  no  harm  to  me  to 
give  him  half  of  those  things  which  I  have  brought:  for  he  hath 
brought  me  again  to  thee  in  safety,  and  made  whole  my  wife, 
and  brought  me  the  money,  and  likewise  healed  thee/' 

Then  the  old  man  said,  "It  is  due  unto  him." 

So  he  called  the  angel,  and  he  said  unto  him,  "Take  half  of 
all  that  ye  have  brought,  and  go  away  in  safety." 

Then  he  took  them  both  apart,  and  said  unto  them,  "Bless 
God,  praise  him,  and  magnify  him,  and  praise  him  for  the  things 
which  he  hath  done  unto  you  in  the  sight  of  all  that  live.  It  is 
good  to  praise  God,  and  exalt  his  name,  and  honourably  to  show 
forth  the  works  of  God;  therefore  be  not  slack  to  praise  him. 
It  is  good  to  keep  close  the  secret  of  a  king,  but  it  is  honourable 
to  reveal  the  works  of  God.  Do  that  which  is  good,  and  no  evil 
shall  touch  you.  Prayer  is  good  with  fasting  and  alms  and  right- 
eousness. A  little  with  righteousness  is  better  than  much  with 
unrighteousness.  It  is  better  to  give  alms  than  to  lay  up  gold: 
for  alms  doth  deliver  from  death,  and  shall  purge  away  all  sin. 
Those  that  exercise  alms  and  righteousness  shall  be  filled  with 
life:  but  they  that  sin  are  enemies  to  their  own  life.  Surely  I  will 
keep  close  nothing  from  you.  For  I  said,  'It  was  good  to  keep 
close  the  secret  of  a  king,  but  that  it  was  honourable  to  reveal 
the  works  of  God.  * 

"Now  therefore,  when  thou  didst  pray,  and  Sara  thy  daugh- 
ter-in-law, I  did  bring  the  remembrance  of  your  prayers  before 
the  Holy  One:  and  when  thou  didst  bury  the  dead,  I  was  with 
thee  likewise.  And  when  thou  didst  not  delay  to  rise  up,  and 
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leave  tky  dinner,  to  go  and  cover  tke  dead,  thy  good  deed  was 
not  kid  from  me:  but  I  was  witk  tkee.  And  now  God  katk  sent 
me  to  keal  tkee  and  Sara  tky  daugkter-in-law.  I  am  Rapkael, 
one  of  tke  seven  koly  angels,  wkick  present  tke  prayers  of  tke 
saints,  and  wkick  go  in  and  out  before  tke  glory  of  tke  Holy 
One." 

Tken  tkey  were  botk  troubled,  and  fell  upon  tkeir  faces:  for 
tkey  feared.  But  ke  said  unto  tkem,  "Fear  not,  for  it  skall  go 
well  witk  you;  praise  God  tkerefore.  For  not  of  any  favour  of 
mine,  but  by  tke  will  of  our  God  I  came;  wkerefore  praise  kim 
for  ever.  All  tkese  days  I  did  appear  unto  you;  but  I  did  neitker 
eat  nor  drink,  but  ye  did  see  a  vision.  Now  tkerefore  give  God 
tkanks:  for  I  go  up  to  kim  tkat  sent  me;  but  write  all  tkings 
wkick  are  done  in  a  book/' 

And  wken  tkey  arose,  tkey  saw  kim  no  more.  Tken  tkey  con- 
fessed tke  great  and  wonderful  works  of  God,  and  kow  tke 
angel  of  tke  Lord  kad  appeared  unto  tkem. 
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OF  SIRACH;  OR,  ECCLESIASTICUS 


THE  BOOK  OF  ECCLESIASTICUS  is  really  the  crown  of  Heir  ew 
Horn  Literature"  and  ly  all  the  rules  of  reason  should  have  leen  included 
in  the  Canon,  even  its  second-century  date  king  early  enough  to  have 
permitted  it.  But  it  lacked  the  pratige  of  a  great  name,  which  saved 
Daniel,  Eccl&siastes,  and  the  Song  of  Songs,  and  this  one  defe#  was  fatal 
to  its  claims. 
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THE  WISDOM  OF  JESUS,  THE  SON  OF  SIRACHJ 
OR, 

ECCLESIASTICUS 


A  Prologue  Made  fy  #n  Uncertain  Author 

s  JESUS  was  tke  son  of  Sirach,  and  grandchild  to  Jesus  of 
JL  the  same  name  with  him:  this  man  therefore  lived  in  the  lat- 
ter times,  after  the  people  had  been  led  away  captive,  and  called 
home  again,  and  almost  after  all  the  prophets.  Now  his  grand- 
father  Jesus,  as  he  himself  witnesseth,  was  a  man  of  great  dili- 
gence and  wisdom  among  the  Hebrews,  who  did  not  only  gather 
the  grave  and  short  sentences  of  wise  men,  that  had  been  before 
him,  but  himself  also  uttered  some  of  his  own,  full  of  much  un- 
derstanding and  wisdom.  When  as  therefore  the  first  Jesus  died, 
leaving  this  book  almost  perfected,  Sirach  his  son  receiving  it 
after  him  left  it  to  his  own  son  Jesus,  who,  having  gotten  it  into 
his  hands,  compiled  it  all  orderly  into  one  volume,  and  called  it 
Wisdom,  entitling  it  both  by  his  own  name,  his  father's  name, 
and  his  grandfather's;  alluring  the  hearer  by  the  very  name  of 
Wisdom  to  have  a  greater  love  to  the  study  of  this  book.  It  con- 
taineth  therefore  wise  sayings,  dark  sentences,  and  parables,  and 
certain  particular  ancient  godly  stories  of  men  that  pleased  God; 
also  his  prayer  and  song;  moreover,  what  benefits  God  had  vouch- 
safed his  people,  and  what  plagues  he  had  heaped  upon  their 
enemies.  This  Jesus  did  imitate  Solomon,  and  was  no  less  famous 
for  wisdom  and  learning,  both  being  indeed  a  man  of  great  learn- 
ing, and  so  reputed  also. 

"All  Wisdom  Cometh  from  the  Lord" 

All  wis Jam  cometh  from  the  Lord, 
And  is  with  him  for  ever. 
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can  number  the  sttnd  of  the  sccty 
And  the  drops  of  rain, 
And  the  days  of  eternity? 
Wko  can  find  out  the  height  of  heaven. 
And  the  breadth  of  the  earth, 
And  the  deep,  and  wisdom? 
Wisdom  hath  leen  created  before  all  things. 
And  the  understanding  of  prudence  from  everlasting. 
The  word  of  God  most  high  is  the  fountain  of  wisdom; 
And  her  ways  are  everlasting  commandments. 

To  whom  hath  the  root  of  wisdom  leem  revealed? 

Of  who  hath  known  hst  wise  counsels? 

(Unto  whom  hath  the  knowledge  of  wisdom  leen  made  manifest? 

And  who  hath  understood  her  great  experience?) 

Thert  is  one  wise  and  greatly  to  loe  feared,, 

The  Lord  sitting  upon  his  throne. 

He  created  her,  and  saw  her^  and  numbered  her, 

And  poured  her  out  upon  all  his  works. 

She  is  with  all  flesh  according  to  his  gift, 

And  he  hath  given  her  to  them  that  love  him. 

The  fedr  of  the  Lord 

Is  honour,  and  glory,  and  gladness, 

And  &  crown  of  rejoicing. 

The  fear  of  the  Lord 

Maketh  a  merry  heart, 

And  giveth  joy,  and  gladntss,  and  a  long  life. 

Whoso  feareth  the  Ldrd, 

It  shall  go  Well  with  him  at  the  last, 

And  he  shall  find  favour  in  the  day  of  his  death. 

To  fear,  the  Lord 

Is  the  beginning  of  wisdom: 

And  it  was  created  with  the  faithful  in  the  womb. 

She  hath  luilt  an  everlasting  foundation  with  men, 

And  she  shall  continue  with  their  seed. 
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To  fear  the  Lord 

Is  fulness  of  wisdom, 

And  filleth  men  with  her  fruits. 

She  filleth  all  their  house  with  things  desirable. 

And  the  garners  with  her  increase. 

The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  a  crown  of  wisdom, 

Making  peace  and  perfect  health  to  flourish; 

Both  which  arc  the  gifts  of  God: 

And  it  enlargeth  their  rejoicing  that  love  him. 

Wisdom  raineth  down  skill  and  knowledge  of  understanding, 

And  cxaltcth  them  to  honour  that  hold  her  fast. 

The  root  of  wisdom  is  to  fear  the  Lord, 

And  the  branches  thereof  are  long  life. 

"Honour  a  Physician' 

Honour  a  physician  with  the  honour  due  unto  him  for  the  uses 

which  ye  may  have  of  him: 
For  the  Lord  hath  created  him. 
For  of  the  most  High  cometh  healing, 
And  he  shall  receive  honour  of  the-  Icing. 
The  skill  of  the  physician  shall  lift  up  his  head: 
And  in  the  sight  of  great  men  he  shall  fce  in  admiration. 
The  Lord  hath  created  medicines  out  of  the  earth; 
And  he  that  is  wise  will  not  abhor  them. 
Was  not  the  water  made  sweet  with  wood, 
That  the  virtue  thereof  might  he  knou>n? 
And  he  hath  given  men  skill, 

That  he  might  fee  honoured  in  his  marvellous  uwks. 
With  such  doth  he  heal  (men) , 
And  taketh  att;a;y  their  pains. 
Of  such  doth  the  apothecary  make  a  confedion; 
And  of  his  works  there  is  no  end; 
And  from  him  is  peace  over  all  the  earth. 
My  son,  in  thy  sickness  fee  not  negligent: 
But  pray  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  u;ill  make  thee  whole. 
Leave  off  from  sin,  and  order  thine  hands  aright, 
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And  cleanse  thy  heart  from  all  wickedness. 

Give  a  sweet  savour,  and  a  memorial  of  fine  flour; 

And  make  a  fat  offering,  as  not  being. 

Then  give  place  to  the  physician, 

For  the  Lord  hath  created  him: 

Let  him  not  go  from  thee, 

For  thou  hast  need  of  him. 

There  is  a  time  when  in  their  hands  there  is  good  success. 

For  they  shall  also  pray  unto  the  Lord,  that  he  would  prosper  that, 

Which  they  give  for  ease  and  remedy  to  prolong  life. 

He  that  sinneth  before  his  Maker, 

Let  him  fall  into  the  hand  of  the  physician. 

"The  Pride  of  the  Height" 

The  pride  of  the  height, 

The  clear  firmament, 

The  leauty  of  heaven,  with  his  glorious  show; 

The  sun  when  it  appcareth, 

Declaring  at  his  rising  a  marvellous  instrument, 

The  work  of  the  most  High; 

At  noon  it  parcheth  the  country, 

And  who  can  abide  the  'burning  heat  thereof? 

A  man  lolowing  a  furnace  is  in  works  of  heat, 

But  the  sun  Imrneth  the  mountains  three  times  more; 

Breathing  out  fiery  vapours, 

And  sending  forth  Bright  learns, 

It  dimmeth  the  eyes. 

Great  is  the  Lord  that  made  it; 

And  at  his  commandment  it  runneth  hastily. 

He  made  the  moon  also  to  serve  in  her  season 
For  a  declaration  of  times,  and  a  sign  of  the  world. 
From  the  moon  is  the  sign  of  feasts, 
A  light  decrcaseth  in  her  pcrfcdion. 
The  month  is  called  after  her  name, 
Increasing  wonderfully  in  her  changing, 
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Being  an  instrument  of  the  armies  above, 
Shining  in  the  firmament  of  heaven; 

The  beauty  of  heaven,  the  glory  of  the  stars, 

An  ornament  giving  light  in  the  highest  places  of  the  Lord. 

At  the  commandment  of  the  Holy  One  they  will  stand  in  their  order, 

And  never  faint  in  their  watches. 

Look  upon  the  rainbow,  and  praise  him  that  made  it; 
Very  beautiful  it  is  in  the  brightness  thereof. 
It  compasseth  the  heaven  about  with  a  glorious  circle, 
And  the  hands  of  the  most  High  have  tended  it. 

By  his  commandment  he  maketh  the  snow  to  fall  apace, 

And  sendeth  swiftly  the  lightnings  of  his  judgment. 

Through  this  the  treasures  are  opened: 

And  clouds  fly  forth  as  fowls. 

By  his  great  power  he  maketh  the  clouds  firm, 

And  the  hailstones  a're  broken  small. 

At  his  sight  the  mountains  are  shaken, 

And  at  his  will  the  south  wind  bloweth. 

The  noise  of  the  thunder  maketh  the  earth  to  tremble: 

So  doth  the  northern  storm  and  the  whirlwind; 

As  birds  frying  he  scattereth  the  snow, 

And  the  falling  down  thereof  is  as  the  lighting  of  grasshoppers. 

The  eye  marvelleth  at  the  beauty  of  the  whiteness  thereof, 

And  the  heart  is  astonished  at  the  raining  of  it. 

The  hoarfrost  also  as  salt  hepoureth  on  the  earth, 

And  being  congealed,  it  lieth  on  the  top  of  sharp  stakes. 

When  the  cold  north  wind  bloweth, 

And  the  water  is  congealed  into  ice, 

It  abideth  upon  every  gathering  together  of  water  y 

And  clotheth  the  water  as  with  a  breastplate. 

It  devoureth  the  mountains, 

And  burneth  the  wilderness, 

And  consumeth  the  grass  as  jvre. 

A  present  remedy  of  all  is  a  mist  coming  speedily: 

A  dew  coming  after  heat  refresheth. 
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By  his  counsel  he  oppeaseth  the  Jeep, 
And  planteth  islands  therein. 
They  that  sail  on  the  sea  tell  of  the:  clanger  thereof; 
And  when  we  hear  it  with  our  ears,  we,  marvel  thereat. 
For  therein  he  strange  and  wondrous  works, 
Variety  of  all  kinds  of  leasts  and  whales  created. 
By  him  the  end  of  them  hath  prosperous  success. 
And  ly  his  word  all  things  consist. 

We  way  speak  much,  and  yet  come  short: 

Wherefore  in  sum,  he  is  all 

How  shall  we  le  able  to  magnify  him? 

For  he  is  great  above  all  his  works. 

The  Lord  is  terrible  and  very  great, 

And  marvellous  is  his  power. 

When  ye  glorify  the  Lord,  exalt  him  as  much  as  ye  can; 

For  even  yet  will  he  far  exceed: 

And  when  ye  exalt  him,  put  forth  allyoiir  strength,  and  le  not  weary; 

For  ye  can  never  go  far  enough. 

Who  hath  seen  him,  that  he  might  tell  us? 

And  who  can  magnify  him  >as  he  is? 

There  are  yet  hid  greater  things  than  these  I?e, 

For  we  have  seen  lut  a  few  of  his  ivories. 

For  the  Lord  hath  made  all  things; 

And  to  the  godly  hath  he  given  wisdom. 

"Let  Us  NOW  Praise  Famous  Men" 

Let  us  now  praise  famous  men, 
And  our  fathers  that  begot  us. 
The  Lord  hath  wrought  great  glory  hy  them 
Through  his  great  power  from  the  beginning. 
Such  as  did  tear  rule  in  their  kingdoms, 
Men  renowned  for  their  power, 
Giving  counsel  ly  their  understanding, 
And  declaring  prophecies: 
Leaders  of  the  people  hy  their  counsels, 
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And  "by  their  knowledge  of  learning  meet  for  the  people, 

Wise  and  eloquent  in  their  instructions: 

Such  as  found  out  musical  tunes, 

And  recited  verses  in  writing: 

Rich  men  furnished  with  ability, 

Living  peaceably  in  their  habitations: 

All  these  were  honoured  in  their  generations, 

And  were  the  glory  of  their  times. 

There  be  of  them,  that  have  left  a  name  behind  them, 

That  their  praises  might  lie  reported. 

And  some  there  be,  which  have  no  memorial; 

WTi-o  ar^perished,  as  though  they  had  never  been; 

And  are  become  as  though  they  had  never  been  born; 

And  their  children  after  them. 

But  these  were  merciful  men, 

Whose  righteousness  hath  not  been  forgotten. 

With  their  seed  shall  continually-  remain  a  good  inheritance, 

And  their  children  are  within  the  covenant. 

Their  seed  standeth  fast., 

And  their  children  for  their  sakes. 

Their  seed  shall  remain  for  ever, 

And  their  glory  shall  not  be  blotted  out. 

Their  bodies  are  buried  in  peace; 

But  their  name  liveth  for  evermore. 

The  people  wiU  tell  of  their  wisdom, 

And  the  congregation  will  show  forth  their  praise. 

Enoch  pleased  the  Lord,  and  was  translated, 

Being  an  example  of  repentance  to  all  generations. 

l^loah  was  found  perfed  and  righteous; 

In  the  time  of  wrath  he  was  taken  in  exchange  (for  the  world)  ; 

Therefore  was  he  left  as  a  remnant  unto  the  earth,  when  the  flood 

came. 

An  everlasting  covenant  wa$  made  with  him, 
That  all  flesh  should  perish  no  wore  by  the  flood. 
Abraham  was  a  great  father  of  many  people: 
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In  glory  was  there  none  like  unto  him; 

Who  kept  the,  law  of  the.  most  High,  and,  was  in  covenant  with  him: 

He  established  the  covenant  in  his  flesh; 

And  when  he  was  proved,  he  was  found  faithful. 

Therefore  he  assured  him  Ivy  an  oath, 

That  he  would  "bless  the  nations  in  his  seed, 

And  that  he  would  multiply  him  as  the  dust  of  the  earth, 

And  exalt  his  seed  as  the  stafs, 

And  cause  them  to  inherit  from  sea  to  sea, 

And  from  the  river  unto  the  utmost  part  of  the  land. 

And  he  brought  out  of  him  a  merciful  man, 

Which  found  favour  in  the  sight  of  all  flesh, 

Even  Moses,  "beloved  of  God  and  men, 

Whose  memorial  is  "blessed. 

He  made  him  like  to  the  glorious  saints, 

And  magnified  him,  so  that  his  enemies  stood  in  fear  of  him. 

By  his  words  he  caused  the  wonders  to  cease, 

And  he  made  him  glorious  in  the  sight  of  kings, 

And  gave  him  a  commandment  for  his  people, 

And  showed  him  part  of  his  glory. 

He  exalted  Aaron,  a  holy  man  like  unto  him, 

Even  his  Ir other,  of  the  tribe  ofLevi. 

An  everlasting  covenant  he  made  with  him, 

And  gave  him  the  priesthood  among  the  people; 

He  beautified  him  with  comely  ornaments. 

And  clothed  him  with  a  robe  of  glory. 

He  put  upon  him  pcrfed  glory; 

And  strengthened  him  with  rich  garments, 

With  breeches,  with  a  long  robe,  and  the  cphod. 

And  he  compassed  him  with  pomegranates, 

And  with  many  golden  lells  round  about, 

That  as  he  went  there  might  fee  a  sound, 

And  a  noise  made  that  might  le  heard  in  the  temple, 

For  a  memorial  to  the  children  of  his  people; 

With  a  holy  garment, 
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With  gold,  and  blue  silk,  and  purple, 


work  of  the  embroiderer, 
With  a  breastplate  of  judgment, 
And  with  Urim  and  Thummim; 

With  twisted  scarlet,  the  work  of  the  cunning  workman, 
With  precious  stones  graven  like  seals, 
And  set  in  gold,  the  work  of  the  jeweller, 
W^tk  a  writing  engraved  for  a  memorial* 
After  the  number  of  the  tribes  of  Israel. 
lie  set  a  crown  of  gold  upon  the  -mitre, 
Wherein  was  engraved  Holiness,  an  ornament  of  honour, 
A  costly  work,  the  desires  of  the  eyes,  goodly  and  beautiful. 
Before  him  there  were  none  suchy 
Neither  did  ever  any  stranger  put  them  on, 
But  only  his  children  and  his  children  s  children  perpetually. 

As  is  the  fat  taken  away  from  the  peace  offering, 
So  was  David  chosen  out  of  the  children  qf  Israel. 
He  played  with  lions  as  with  Icids, 
And  ivith  hears  as  with  lambs. 
Slew  he  not  a  giant,  when  he  was  yet  but  young? 
And  did  he  not  take  away  reproach  from,  the  people, 
When  he  lifted  up  his  hand  with  the  stone  in  the  sling, 
And  beat  down  the  Coasting  of  Goliath? 

Solomon  reigned  in  a  peaceable  time,  and  was  honoured; 

For  God  made  all  quiet  round  about  him, 

That  he  might  build  a  house  in  his  name, 

And  prepare  his  sanctuary  for  ever. 

Irlow  wise  wast  thou  in  thy  youth, 

And,  as  a  flood>  filled  with  understanding! 

Thy  soul  covered  the  whole  earth, 

And  thou  filledst  it  with  dark  parables. 

Thy  name  went  far  unto  the  islands; 

And  for  thy  peace  thou  wast  beloved. 

Ezckias  fortified  his  city, 
And  brought  in  water  into  the  midst  thereof: 
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He  digged  the  hard  rock  with  iron, 

And  made  wells  for  waters. 

In  his  time  Sennacherib  came  up, 

And  sent  Ttabsaccs,  and  lifted  up  his  hand  against  Zion, 

And  Coasted  proudly. 

Then  trembled  their  hearts  and  hands, 

And  they  were  in  pain,  as  women  in  travail. 

But  they  called  upon  the  Lord  which  is  merciful, 

And  stretched  out  their  hands  toward  him: 

And  immediately  the  Holy  One  heard  them  out  of  heaven, 

And  delivered  them  hy  the  ministry  ofEsay. 

He  smote  the  host  of  the  Assyrians, 

And  his  angel  destroyed  them. 

For  Ezekias  had  done  the  thing  that  pleased  the  Lord, 

And  was  strong  in  the  ways  of  David  his  father. 

The  remembrance  ofjosias 

Is  like  the  composition  of  the  perfume  that  is  made  hy  the  art  of  the 

apothecary: 

It  is  sweet  as  honey  in  all  mouths. 
And  as  music  at  a  banquet  of  wine. 

He  behaved  himself  uprightly  in  the  .conversion  of  the  people, 
And  took  away  the  abominations  of  iniquity. 
He  dire&ed  his  heart  unto  the  Lord, 
And  in  the  time  of  the  ungodly  he  established  the  worship  of  God. 

All,  except  David  and  Egekias  andjosias,  were  defedive: 

For  they  forsook  the  law  of  the  most  High, 

Even  the  kings  of  Juda  failed. 

Therefore  he  gave  their  power  unto  others, 

And  their  glory  to  a  strange  nation. 

They  lurnt  the  chosen  city  of  the  sanduary, 

And  made  the  streets  desolate,  according  to  the  prophecy  ofjeremias. 

How  shall  we  magnify  Zorobalel? 

Even  he  was  as  a  signet  on  the  right  hand: 

So  was  Jesus  the  son  ofjosedec: 
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Who  in  their  time  builded  the  house, 

And  set  up  a  holy  temple  to  the  Lord, 

Which  was  prepared  for  everlasting  glory. 

And  among  the  eled  was  J^eemias, 

"Whose  renown  is  great, 

Who  raised  up  for  us  the  walls  that  were  fallen, 

And  set  up  the  gates  and  the  fears, 

And  raised  up  our  ruins  again. 

But  upon  the  earth  was  no  man  created  like  Enoch; 

For  he  ivas  taken  from  the  earth. 

Neither  was  there  a  man  horn  like  unto  Joseph, 

A  governor  of  his  brethren,  a  stay  of  the  people, 

Whose  hones  were  regarded,  of  the  Lord. 

Sem  and  Seth  were  in  great  honoiw  among  men, 

And  so  was  Adam  above  every  living  thing  in  the  creation. 

,  "Simon,  the  High  Priest" 

Simon  the  higk  priest,  the  son  ofOnias, 

Who  in  his  life  repaired  the  house  again, 

And  in  his  days  fortified  the  temple: 

And  try  him  was  built  from  the  foundation  the  double  height, 

The  high  fortress  of  the  wall  about  the  temple: 

In  his  days  the  cistern  to  receive  water, 

Being  in  compass  as  the  sea, 

Was  covered  with  plates  of  brass: 

He  took  care  of  the  temple  that  it  should  not  fall, 

And  fortified  the  city  against  besieging: 

How  was  he  honoured  in  the  midst  of  the  people 

In  his  coming  out  of  the  sanduaryl 

He  was  as  the  morning  star  in  the  midst  of  a  cloud, 
And  as  the  moon  at  the  full: 

As  the  sun  shining  upon  the  temple  of  the  most  High, 
And  as  the  rainbow  giving  light  in  the  bright  clouds: 
And  as  the  flower  of  roses  in  the  spring  of  the  year, 
As  lilies  by  the  rivers  of  waters, 
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And  as  the  branches  of  the  frankincense  tree  in  the  time  of  summer: 

As  fire  and  incense  in  the  censer, 

And  as  a  vessel  of  beaten  gold  set  with  all  manner  of  precious  stones: 

And  as  a  fair  olive  tree  budding  forth  fruit, 

And  as  a  cypress  tree  which  growcth  up  to  the  clouds. 

"When  he  put  on  the  robe  of  honour, 

And  was  clothed  with  the  perfedion  of  glory, 

When  he  went  up  to  the  holy  altar, 

He  made  the  garment  of  holiness  honourable. 

When  he  took  the  portions  out  of  the  priests'  hands, 

He  himself  stood  by  the  hearth  of  the  altar, 

Compassed  with  his  brethren  round  about,  as  a  young  cedar  in  Libanus; 

And  as  palm  trees  compassed  they  him  round  about. 

So  were  all  the  sons  of  Aaron  in  their  glory, 

And  the  oblations  of  the  Lord  in  their  hands, 

Before  all  the  congregation  of  Israel. 

And  finishing  the  service  at  the  altar, 

That  he  might  adorn  the  offering  of  the  most  high  Almighty, 

He  stretched  out  his  hand  to  the  cup, 

And  poured  of  the  blood  of  the  grape, 

He  poured  out  at  the  foot  of  the  altar 

A  sweetsmelling  savour  unto  the  most  high  King  of  all. 

Then  shouted  the  sons  of  Aaron, 

And  sounded  the  silver  trumpets, 

And  made  a  great  noise  to  be  heard, 

For  a  remembrance  before  the  most  High. 

Then  all  the  people  together  hastened, 

And  fell  down  to  the  earth  upon  their  faces 

To  worship  their  Lord  God  Almighty,  the  most  High. 

The  singers  also  sang  praises  with  their  voices, 

With  great  variety  of  sounds  was  there  made  sweet  melody. 

And  the  people  besought  the  Lord,  the  most  High, 

By  prayer  before  him  that  is  merciful, 

Till  the  solemnity  of  the  Lord  was  ended, 

And  they  had  finished  his  service. 


ECCLESIASTICUS 

Then  he  went  down,  and  lifted  up  his  hands  over  the  whole  congregation 

of  the  children  of  Israel, 
To  give  the  Uessing  of  the  Lord  with  his  lips, 
And  to  rejoice  in  his  name. 

And  they  loowed  themselves  down  to  worship  the  second  time, 
That  they  might  receive  a  llessing  from  the  most  High. 

J\[otf  therefore  Hess  ye  the  God  of  all, 
Which  only  doeth  wondrous  things  every  where, 
Which  exalteth  our  days  from  the  womb, 
And  dealeth  with  us  according  to  hi3  mercy. 
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THE  WISDOM  OF  SOLOMON  was  produced  about  50  B,  C.  in  Alex- 
andria. Jewish  and  Greek  ideas  arc  intermingled  in  it,  and  some  of  them 
come  rather  close  to  Christian  thought  Thus,  while  well  worthy  of  in- 
clusion for  its  own  sake,  it  also  forms  a  convenient  transition  to  the  ~Nj,w 
Testament 
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Immortality  of  tkc  Righteous 

SOULS  OF  THE  RIGHTEOUS  are  in  the  hand  of  God,  and  there 
A  shall  no  torment  touch  them.  In  the  sight  of  the  unwise 
they  seemed  to  die:  and  their  departure  is  taken  for  misery,  and 
their  going  from  us  to  be  utter  destruction:  but  they  are  in 
peace.  For  though  they  be  punished  in  the  sight  of  men,  yet  is 
their  hope  full  of  immortality.  And  having  been  a  little  chas^ 
tised,  they  shall  be  greatly  rewarded:  for  God  proved  them, 
and  found  them  worthy  for  himself  As  gold  in  the  furnace  hath 
he  tried  them,  and  received  them  as  a  burnt  offering.  And  in  the 
time  of  their  visitation  they  shall  shine,  and  run  to  and  fro  like 
sparks  among  the  stubble.  They  shall  judge  the  nations,  and 
have  dominion  over  the  people,  and  their  Lord  shall  reign  for 
ever.  They  that  put  their  trust  in  him  shall  understand  the  truth: 
and  such  as  be  faithful  in  love  shall  abide  with  him:  for  grace 
and  mercy  is  to  his  saints,  and  he  hath  care  for  his  elect. 

The  Reward  of  the  Righteous 

Then  shall  the  righteous  man  stand  in  great  boldness  before 
the  face  of  such  as  have  afflicted  him,  and  made  no  account  of  his 
labours. 

When  they  see  it,  they  shall  be  troubled  with  terrible  fear, 
and  shall  be  amazed  at  the  strangeness  of  his  salvation,  so  far 
beyond  all  that  they  looked  for.  And  they  repenting  and  groan- 
ing for  anguish  of  spirit  shall  say  within  themselves, 

"This  was  he,  whom  we  had  sometimes  in  derision,  and  a 
proverb  of  reproach.  We  fools  accounted  his  life  madness,  and 
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his  end  to  be  without  honour.  How  is  he  numbered  among  the 
children  of  God,  and  his  lot  is  among  the  saints!  Therefore 
have  we  erred  from  the  way  of  truth,  and  the  light  of  righteous- 
ness hath  not  shined  unto  us,  and  the  sun  of  righteousness  rose 
not  upon  us.  We  wearied  ourselves  in  the  way  of  wickedness 
and  destruction:  yea,  we  have  gone  through  deserts,  where 
there  lay  no  way:  but  as  for  the  way  of  the  Lord,  we  have  not 
known  it.  What  hath  pride  profited  us?  or  what  good  hath 
riches  with  our  vaunting  brought  us?  All  those  things  are  passed 
away  like  a  shadow,  and  as  a  post  that  hastened  by;  and  as  a  ship 
that  passeth  over  the  waves  of  the  water,  which  when  it  is  gone 
by,  the  trace  thereof  cannot  be  found,  neither  the  pathway  of 
the  keel  in  the  waves;  or  as  when  a  bird  hath  flown  through  the 
air,  there  is  no  token  of  her  way  to  be  found,  but  the  light  air 
being  beaten  with  the  stroke  of  her  wings,  and  parted  with  the 
violent  noise  and  motion  of  them,  is  passed  through,  and  therein 
afterwards  no  sign  where  she  went  is  to  be  found;  or  like  as 
when  an  arrow  is  shot  at  a  mark,  it  parteth  the  air,  which  im- 
mediately cometh  together  again,  so  that  a  man  cannot  know 
where  it  went  through:  even  so  we  in  like  manner,  as  soon  as  we 
were  born,  began  to  draw  to  our  end,  and  had  no  sign  of  virtue 
to  show;  but  were  consumed  in  our  own  wickedness/* 

For  the  hope  of  the  ungodly  is  like  dust  that  is  blown  away 
with  the  wind;  like  a  thin  froth  that  is  driven  away  with  the 
storm;  like  as  the  smoke  which  is  dispersed  here  and  there  with 
a  tempest,  and  passeth  away  as  the  remembrance  of  a  guest  that 
tarrieth  but  a  day. 

But  the  righteous  live  for  evermore;  their  reward  also  is  with 
the  Lord,  and  the  care  of  them  is  with  the  most  High.  There- 
fore shall  they  receive  a  glorious  kingdom,  and  a  beautiful  crown 
.from  the  Lord's  hand:  for  with  his  right  hand  shall  he  cover 
them,  and  with  his  arm  shall  he  protect  them. 

In  Praise  of  Wisdom 

Wisdom,  which  is  the  worker  of  all  things,  taught  me:  for  in 
her  is  an  understanding  spirit,  holy,  one  only,  manifold,  subtil, 
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lively,  clear,  undefiled,  plain,  not  subject  to  hurt,  loving  the 
thing  that  is  good,  quick,  which  cannot  be  letted,  ready  to  do 
good,  kind  to  man,  steadfast,  sure,  free  from  care,  having  all 
power,  overseeing  all  things,  and  going  through  all  understand- 
ing, pure,  and  most  subtil,  spirits. 

For  wisdom  is  more  moving  than  any  motion:  she  passeth 
and  goeth  through  all  things  by  reason  of  her  pureness.  For  she 
is  the  breath  of  the  power  of  God,  and  a  pure  influence  flowing 
from  the  glory  of  the  Almighty:  therefore  can  no  defiled  thing 
fall  into  her.  For  she  is  the  brightness  of  the  everlasting  light, 
the  unspotted  mirror  of  the  power  of  God,  and  the  image  of  his 
goodness.  And  being  but  one,  she  can  do  all  things:  and  re- 
maining in  herself,  she  maketh  all  things  new:  and  in  all  ages 
entering  into  holy  souls,  she  maketh  them  friends  of  God,  and 
prophets.  For  God  loveth  none  but  him  that  dwelleth  with 
wisdom.  For  she  is  more  beautiful  than  the  sun,  and  above  all 
the  order  of  stars:  being  compared  with  the  light,  she  is  found 
before  it.  For  after  this  cometh  night:  but  vice  shall  not  prevail 
against  wisdom.  Wisdom  reacheth  from  one  end  to  another 
mightily:  and  sweetly  doth  she  order  all  things. 

The  Goi  of  Love 

Thou  canst  show  thy  great  strength  at  all  times  when  thou 
wilt;  and  who  may  withstand  the  power  of  thine  arm?  For  the 
whole  world  before  thee  is  as  a  little  grain  of  the  balance,  yea, 
as  a  drop  of  the  morning  dew  that  f  alleth  down  upon  the  earth. 
But  thou  hast  mercy  upon  all;  for  thou  canst  do  all  things,  and 
winkest  at  the  sins  of  men,  because  they  should  amend.  For 
thou  lovest  all  the  things  that  are,  and  abhorrest  nothing  which 
thou  hast  made:  for  never  wouldest  thou  have  made  any  thing, 
if  thou  hadst  hated  it.  And  how  could  any  thing  have  endured, 
if  it  had  not  been  thy  will?  or  been  preserved,  if  not  called  by 
thee?  But  thou  sparest  all:  for  they  are  thine,  O  Lord,  thou  lover 
of  souls. 
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THE  GOSPEL 
ACCORDING  TO  MARK 

A  BIOGRAPHY   OF  JESUS   OF   NAZARETH 

THERE  is  no  more  vexed  problem  in  the  range  of  Bitlical  literature 
than  that  of  the  dates  of  the  four  Gospels.  The  question  turns  mainly  on 
whether  the  strange  Greek  in  which  they  are  written  is  simply  the  work 
of  Jews  thinking  in  Aramaic  though  writing  in  Greek,  or  whether  it 
represents  rather  an  effort  to  translate  literally  into  Greek  original  Ara- 
maic Gospels  now  lost — a  view  recently  urged  with  very  strong  argu- 
ments Toy  Professor  Torrey  of  Yale.  Should  his  contentions  le  established, 
it  will  mean  the  throwing  lack  of  the  dates  of  the  Gospels  a  full  genera- 
tion to  a  pre'Pauline  period,  substituting  the  years  A.D.  40—70  as  the 
time  of  their  composition,  instead  o/A.D.  70—100  as  has  hitherto  teen 
usually  assumed, 

In  any  case,  however,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  there  will  le 
any  change  in  the  accepted  order  of  the  Gospels.  The  narrative  of  the 
events  of  Jesus'  life,  attributed  to  Mark,  the  companion  of  Peter  in 
Rome,  was  unquestionably  used  loy  the  authors  of  Matthew  and  Luke 
and  was  thus  the  earliest  of  the  four.  Almost  exclusively  a  story  ofadion, 
with  very  little  emphasis  on  Jesus'  teachings,  and  written  in  the  popular 
style  of  the  day  in  its  delighted  acceptance  of  Hcmonology  and  marvels, 
the  Gospel  according  to  Mark  was  esteemed  somewhat  less  than  the  others 
hy  the  early  church.  But  from  the  modern  point  of  view  it  is  particularly 
valuable  as  the  most  nearly  authentic  of  all  the  accounts,  supplying  us 
with  the  little  that  we  adually  know  about  the  life  of  Jesus  and,  in  spite 
of  its  Irevity,  giving  a  clear  pidure  of  him  as  the  great  revolutionary 
humanitarian.  Swift  and  vigorous  in  its  narration,  it  rises  without  effort 
to  supreme  heights  of  tragedy  in  the  closing  scenes. 

The  passage  printed  as  an  Appendix  is  generally  admitted  to  le  a  later 
addition  to  the  original  Gospel 
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The  Gospel  According  to 

MARK 

A  BIOGRAPHY   OF  JESUS   OF  NAZARETH 


Parti 

Ministry  in  Galilee 

HE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  GOSPEL  of  JeSUS  Christ,  the  Son  of  God: 

as  it  is  written  in  the  prophets, 

,  "Behold,  I  send  -my  messenger  lefore  thy  face, 
Which  shall  prepare  thy  way  lefore  thce. 
The  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness, 
'Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord, 
Make  "his  paths  straight. 

John  did  baptize  in  the  wilderness,  and  preach  the  baptism 
of  repentance  for  the  remission  of  sins.  And  there  went  out  unto 
him  all  the  land  of  Judaea,  and  they  of  Jerusalem,  and  were  all 
baptized  of  him  in  the  river  of  Jordan,  confessing  their  sins.  And 
John  was  clothed  with  camel's  hair,  and  with  a  girdle  of  a  skin 
about  his  loins;  and  he  did  eat  locusts  and  wild  honey;  and 
preached,  saying, 

'There  cometh  one  mightier  than  I  after  me,  the  latchet  of 
whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  stoop  down  and  unloose.  I  in- 
deed have  baptized  you  with  water:  but  he  shall  baptize  you 
with  the  Holy  Ghost." 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  that  Jesus  came  from  Naza- 
reth of  Galilee,  and  was  baptized  of  John  in  Jordan.  And 
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straightway  coming  up  out  of  the  water,  he  saw  the  heavens 
opened,  and  the  Spirit  like  a  dove  descending  upon  him:  and 
there  came  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying,  "Thou  art  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." 

And  immediately  the  Spirit  drivetb.  him  into  the  wilderness. 
And  he  was  there  in  the  wilderness  forty  days,  tempted  of 
Satan;  and  was  with  the  wild  beasts;  and  the  angels  ministered 
unto  him. 

Now  after  that  John  was  put  in  prison,  Jesus  came  into  Gali- 
lee, preaching  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  saying, 
"The  time  is  fulfilled,  and  the  kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand:  re- 
pent ye,  and  believe  the  gospel." 

Now  as  he  walked  by  the  sea  of  Galilee,  he  saw  Simon  and 
Andrew  his  brother  casting  a  net  into  the  sea:  for  they  were 
fishers.  And  Jesus  said  unto  them, 

"Come  ye  after  me,  and  I  will  make  you  to  become  fishers  of 
men." 

And  straightway  they  forsook  their  nets,  and  followed  him. 

And  when  he  had  gone  a  little  farther  thence,  he  saw  James 
the  son  of  Zebedee,  and  John  his  brother,  who  also  were  in  the 
ship  mending  their  nets.  And  straightway  he  called  them:  and 
they  left  their  father  Zebedee  in  the  ship  with  the  hired  serv- 
ants, and  went  after  him. 

And  they  went  into  Capernaum;  and  straightway  on  the  sab- 
bath day  he  entered  into  the  synagogue,  and  taught.  And  they 
were  astonished  at  his  doctrine:  for  he  taught  them  as  one  that 
had  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes.  And  there  was  in  their 
synagogue  a  man  with  an  unclean  spirit;  and  he  cried  out,  say- 
ing, "Let  us  alone;  what  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  thou  Jesus 
of  Nazareth?  art  thou  come  to  destroy  us?  I  know  thee  who  thou 
art,  the  Holy  One  of  God."  And  Jesus  rebuked  him,  saying, 

"Hold  thy  peace,  and  come  out  of  him. " 

And  when  the  unclean  spirit  had  torn  him,  and  cried  with,  a 
loud  voice,  he  came  out  of  him.  And  they  were  all  amazed,  inso- 
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muck  that  they  questioned  among  themselves,  saying,  "What 
thing  is  this?  what  new  doctrine  is  this?  for  with  authority 
commandeth  he  even  the  unclean  spirits,  and  they  do  obey  him.  * 
And  immediately  his  fame  spread  abroad  throughout  all  the 
region  round  about  Galilee. 

And  forthwith,  when  they  were  come  out  of  the  synagogue, 
they  entered  into  the  house  of  Simon  and  Andrew,  with  James 
and  John.  But  Simon's  wife's  mother  lay  sick  of  a  fever,  and 
anon  they  tell  him  of  her.  And  he  came  and  took  her  by  the  hand, 
and  lifted  ker  up;  and  immediately  the  fever  left  her,  and  she 
ministered  unto  them.  And  at  even,  when  the  sun  did  set,  they 
brought  unto  him  all  that  were  diseased,  and  them  that  were 
possessed  with  devils.  And  all  the  city  was  gathered  together 
at  the  door.  And  ke  kealed  many  that  were  sick  of  divers  dis- 
eases, and  cast  out  many  devils;  and  suffered  not  the  devils  to 
speak,  because  they  knew  him. 

And  in  the  morning,  rising  up  a  great  while  before  day,  he 
went  out,  and  departed  into  a  solitary  place,  and  there  prayed. 
And  Simon  and  they  tkat  were  with  him  followed  after  him. 
And  when  they  had  found  kirn,  they  said  unto  him,  "All  men 
seek  for  thee. "  And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Let  us  go  into  the  next  towns,  that  I  may  preach  there  also; 
for  therefore  came  I  forth." 

And  he  preached  in  their  synagogues  throughout  all  Galilee, 
and  cast  out  devils. 

And  there  came  a  leper  to  him,  beseeching  him,  and  kneeling 
down  to  him,  and  saying  unto  him,  "If  thou  wilt,  thou  canst 
make  me  clean." 

And  Jesus,  moved  with  compassion,  put  fortk  his  hand,  and 
touched  him,  and  saith  unto  him,  "I  will;  be  thou  clean/' 

And  as  soon  as  he  had  spoken,  immediately  the  leprosy  de- 
parted from  him,  and  he  was  cleansed.  And  he  straitly  charged 
him,  and  forthwith  sent  him  away;  and  saith  unto  him,  "See 
thou  say  nothing  to  any  man;  but  go  thy  way,  show  thyself  to 
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the  priest,  and  offer  for  thy  cleansing  those  things  which  Moses 
commanded,  for  a  testimony  unto  them.  * 

But  he  went  out,  and  began  to  publish  it  much,  and  to  blaze 
abroad  the  matter,  insomuch  that  Jesus  could  no  more  openly 
enter  into  the  city,  but  was  without  in  desert  places:  and  they 
came  to  him  from  every  quarter. 

And  again  he  entered  into  Capernaum  after  some  days;  and 
it  was  noised  that  he  was  in  the  house.  And  straightway  many 
were  gathered  together,  insomuch  that  there  was  no  room  to 
receive  them,  no,  not  so  much  as  about  the  door:  and  he  preached 
the  word  unto  them.  And  they  come  unto  him,  bringing  one 
sick  of  the  palsy,  which  was  borne  of  four.  And  when  they  could 
not  come  nigh  unto  him  for  the  press,  they  uncovered  the  roof 
where  he  was:  and  when  they  had  broken  it  up,  they  let  down 
the  bed  wherein  the  sick  of  the  palsy  lay. 

When  Jesus  saw  their  faith,  he  said  unto  the  sick  of  the  palsy, 
"Son,  thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee." 

But  there  were  certain  of  the  scribes  sitting  there,  and  rea^ 
soning  in  their  hearts,  "Why  doth  this  man  thus  speak  bias-* 
phemies?  who  can  forgive  sins  but  God  only?"  And  immediately 
when  Jesus  perceived  in  his  spirit  that  they  so  reasoned  within 
themselves,  he  said  unto  him, 

"Why  reason  ye  these  things  in  your  hearts?  Whether  is  it 
easier  to  say  to  the  sick  of  the  palsy,  Thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee'; 
or  to  say,  'Arise,  and  take  up  thy  bed,  and  walk'?  But  that  ye 
may  know  that  the  Son  of  Man  hath  power  on  earth  to  forgive 
sins  (he  saith  to  the  sick  of  the  palsy),  I  say  unto  thee,  'Arise, 
and  take  up  thy  bed,  and  go  thy  way  into  thine  house/" 

And  immediately  he  arose,  took  up  the  bed,  and  went  forth 
before  them  all;  insomuch  that  they  were  all  amazed,  and  glori- 
fied God,  saying,  "We  never  saw  it  on  this  fashion." 

And  he  went  forth  again  by  the  sea  side;  and  all  the  multitude 
resorted  unto  him,  and  he  taught  them. 

And  as  he  passed  by,  he  saw  Levi  the  son  of  Alphasus  sitting 
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at  the  receipt  of  custom,  and  said  unto  him,  "Follow  me/'  And 
he  arose  and  followed  him. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  as  Jesus  sat  at  meat  in  his  house, 
many  publicans  and  sinners  sat  also  together  with  Jesus  and  his 
disciples:  for  there  were  many,  and  they  followed  him.  And 
when  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  saw  him  eat  with  publicans  and 
sinners,  they  said  unto  his  disciples,  "How  is  it  that  he  eateth 
and  drinketh  with  publicans  and  sinners?"  When  Jesus  heard  it, 
he  saith  unto  them, 

"They  that  are  whole  have  no  need  of  the  physician,  but  they 
that  are  sick:  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  re* 
pentance." 

And  the  disciples  of  John  and  of  the  Pharisees  used  to  fast: 
and  they  come  and  say  unto  him,  "Why  do  the  disciples  of  John 
and  of  the  Pharisees  fast,  but  thy  disciples  fast  not?" 

And  Jesus  said  unto  them, 

"Can  the  children  of  the  bridechamber  fast,  while  the  bride- 
groom is  with  them?  as  long  as  they  have  the  bridegroom  with 
them,  they  cannot  fast.  But  the  days  will  come,  when  the  bride- 
groom shall  be  taken  away  from  them,  and  then  shall  they  fast 
in  those  days.  No  man  also  seweth  a  piece  of  new  cloth  on  an  old 
garment:  else  the  new  piece  that  filled  it  up  taketh  away  from 
the  old,  and  the  rent  is  made  worse.  And  no  man  putteth  new 
wine  into  old  bottles:  else  the  new  wine  doth  burst  the  bottles, 
and  the  wine  is  spilled,  and  the  bottles  will  be  marred:  but  new 
wine  must  be  put  into  new  bottles." 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  he  went  through  the  corn  fields  on 
the  sabbath  day;  and  his  disciples  began,  as  they  went,  to  pluck 
the  ears  of  corn.  And  the  Pharisees  said  unto  him,  "Behold,  why 
do  they  on  the  sabbath  day  that' which  is  not  lawful?" 

And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Have  ye  never  read  what  David  did,  when  he  had  need,  and 
was  an  hungred,  he,  and  they  that  were  with  him?  How  he  went 
into  the  house  of  God  in  the  days  of  Abiathar  the  high  priest, 
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and  did  eat  tke  showbread,  which  is  not  lawful  to  eat  but  for 
the  priests,  and  gave  also  to  them  which  were  with  him?" 

And  he  said  unto  them, 

"The  sabbath  was  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  sab- 
bath: Therefore  the  Son  of  Man  is  Lord  also  of  the  sabbath." 

And  he  entered  again  into  the  synagogue;  and  there  was  a 
man  there  which  had  a  withered  hand.  And  they  watched  him, 
whether  he  would  heal  him  on  the  sabbath  day;  that  they  might 
accuse  him. 

And  he  saith  unto  the  man  which  had  the  withered  hand, 
"Stand  forth."  And  he  saith  unto  them,  "Is  it  lawful  to  do  good 
on  the  sabbath  days,  or  to  do  evil?  to  save  life,  or  to  kill?"  But 
they  held  their  peace. 

And  when  he  had  looked  round  about  on  them  with  anger, 
being  grieved  for  the  hardness  of  their  hearts,  he  saith  unto  the 
man,  "Stretch  forth  thine  hand." 

And  he  stretched  it  out:  and  his  hand  was  restored  whole  as 
the  other.  And  the  Pharisees  went  forth,  and  straightway  took 
counsel  with  the  Herodians  against  him,  how  they  might  de- 
stroy him. 

But  Jesus  withdrew  himself  with  his  disciples  to  the  sea:  and 
a  great  multitude  from  Galilee  followed  him,  and  from  Judaea, 
and  from  Jerusalem,  and  from  Idumaea,  and  from  beyond  Jordan; 
and  they  about  Tyre  and  Sidon,  a  great  multitude,  when  they 
had  heard  what  great  things  he  did,  came  unto  him.  And  he 
spoke  to  his  disciples,  that  a  small  ship  should  wait  on  him  be- 
cause of  the  multitude,  lest  they  should  throng  him.  For  he  had 
healed  many;  insomuch  that  they  pressed  upon  him  for  to  touch 
him,  as  many  as  had  plagues.  And  unclean  spirits,  when  they 
saw  him,  fell  down  before  him,  and  cried,  saying,  "Thou  art  the 
Son  of  God."  And  he  straitly  charged  them  that  they  should 
not  make  him  known. 

And  he  goeth  up  into  a  mountain,  and  calleth  unto  him  whom 
he  would:  and  they  came  unto  him.  And  he  ordained  twelve, 
that  they  should  be  with  him;  and  that  he  might  send  them 
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forth  to  preach,  and  to  have  power  to  heal  sicknesses,  and  to 
cast  out  devils:  and  Simon  he  surnamed  Peter;  and  James  the 
son  of  Zebedee,  and  John  the  brother  of  James;  and  he  surnamed 
them  Boanerges,  which  is,  the  sons  of  thunder:  and  Andrew,  and 
Philip,  and  Bartholomew,  and  Matthew,  and  Thomas,  and 
James  the  son  of  Alphaeius,  and  Thaddasus,  and  Simon  the  Ca- 
naanite,  and  Judas  Iscariot,  which  also  betrayed  him. 

And  they  went  into  a  house.  And  the  multitude  cometh  to- 
gether again,  so  that  they  could  not  so  much  as  eat  bread.  And 
when  his  friends  heard  of  it,  they  went  out  to  lay  hold  on  him: 
for  they  said,  "He  is  beside  himself." 

There  came  then  his  brethren  and  his  mother,  and,  standing 
without,  sent  unto  him,  calling  him.  And  the  multitude  sat 
about  him,  and  they  said  unto  him,  "Behold,  thy  mother  and  thy 
brethren  without  seek  for  thee."  And  he  answered  them,  saying, 

"Who  is  my  mother,  or  my  brethren?" 

And  he  looked  round  about  on  them  which  sat  about  him, 
and  said, 

"Behold  my  mother  and  my  brethren!  For  whosoever  shall 
do  the  will  of  God,  the  same  is  my  brother,  and  my  sister,  and 
mother." 

And  the  same  day,  when  the  even  was  come,  he  saith  unto 
them,  "Let  us  pass  over  unto  the  other  side." 

And  when  they  had  sent  away  the  multitude,  they  took  him 
even  as  he  was  in  the  ship.  And  there  were  also  with  him  other 
little  ships.  And  there  arose  a  great  storm  of  wind,  and  the 
waves  beat  into  the  ship,  so  that  it  was  now  full.  And  he  was 
in  the  hinder  part  of  the  ship,  asleep  on  a  pillow:  and  they  awake 
him,  and  say  unto  him,  "Master,  carestthou  not  that  we  perish?" 

And  he  arose,  and  rebuked  the  wind,  and  said  unto  the  sea, 
"Peace,  be  still"  And  the  wind  ceased,  and  there  was  great 
calm. 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Why  are  ye  so  fearful?  how  is  it  that 
ye  have  no  faith?" 
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And  they  feared  exceedingly,  and  said  one  to  another,  "What 
manner  of  man  is  this,  that  even  the  wind  and  the  sea  obey  him?" 

And  they  came  over  unto  the  other  side  of  the  sea,  into  the 
country  of  the  Gadarenes.  And  when  he  was  come  out  of  the 
ship,  immediately  there  met  him  out  of  the  tombs  a  man  with 
an  unclean  spirit,  who  had  his  dwelling  among  the  tombs;  and 
no  man  could  bind  him,  no,  not  with  chains:  because  that  he  had 
been  often  bound  with  fetters  and  chains,  and  the  chains  had 
been  plucked  asunder  by  him,  and  the  fetters  broken  in  pieces: 
neither  could  any  man  tame  him.  And  always,  night  and  day,  he 
was  in  the  mountains,  and  in  the  tombs,  crying,  and  cutting 
himself  with  stones.  But  when  he  saw  Jesus  afar  off,  he  ran  and 
worshipped  him,  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  said,  "What 
have  I  to  do  with  thee,  Jesus,  thou  Son  of  the  most  high  God?  I 
adjure  thee  by  God,  that  thou  torment  me  not." 

For  he  said  unto  him,  "Come  out  of  the  man,  thou  unclean 
spirit." 

And  he  asked  him,  "What  is  thy  name?" 

And  he  answered,  saying,  "My  name  is  Legion:  for  we  are 
many." 

And  he  besought  him  much  that  he  would  not  send  them 
away  out  of  the  country. 

Now  there  was  there  nigh  unto  the  mountains  a  great  herd 
of  swine  feeding.  And  all  the  devils  besought  him,  saying, 
"Send  us  into  the  swine,  that  we  may  enter  into  them/'  And 
forthwith  Jesus  gave  them  leave.  And  the  unclean  spirits  went 
out,  and  entered  into  the  swine:  and  the  herd  ran  violently  down 
a  steep  place  into  the  sea  (they  were  about  two  thousand);  and 
were  choked  in  the  sea. 

And  they  that  fed  the  swine  fled,  and  told  it  in  the  city,  and 
in  the  country.  And  they  went  out  to  see  what  it  was  that  was 
done.  And  they  come  to  Jesus,  and  see  him  that  was  possessed 
with  the  devil,  and  had  the  legion,  sitting,  and  clothed,  and  in 
his  right  mind:  and  they  were  afraid. 

And  they  that  saw  it  told  them  how  it  befell  to  him  that  was 
possessed  with  the  devil,  and  also  concerning  the  swine.  And 
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they  began  to  piay  Kim  to  depart  out  of  their  coasts.  And  when 
he  was  come  into  the  ship,  he  that  had  been  possessed  with  the 
devil  prayed  him  that  he  might  be  with  him. 

Howbeit  Jesus  suffered  him  not,  but  saith  unto  him,  "Go 
home  to  thy  friends,  and  tell  them  how  great  things  the  Lord 
hath  done  for  thee,  and  hath  had  compassion  on  thee." 

And  he  departed,  and  began  to  publish  in  Decapolis  how 
great  things  Jesus  had  done  for  him:  and  all  men  did  marvel. 
And  when  Jesus  was  passed  over  again  by  ship  unto  the  other 
side,  much  people  gathered  unto  him:  and  he  was  nigh  unto  the 
sea. 

And,  behold,  there  cometh  one  of  the  rulers  of  the  syna- 
gogue, Jairus  by  name;  and  when  he  saw  him,  he  fell  at  his  feet, 
and  besought  him  greatly,  saying,  "My  little  daughter  lieth  at 
the  point  of  death:  I  pray  thee,  come  and  lay  thy  hands  on  her, 
that  she  may  be  healed;  and  she  shall  live/* 

And  Jesus  went  with  him;  and  much  people  followed  him, 
and  thronged  him.  And  a  certain  woman,  which  had  an  issue  of 
blood  twelve  years,  and  had  suffered  many  things  of  many  phy- 
sicians, and  had  spent  all  that  she  had,  and  was  nothing  bettered 
but  rather  grew  worse,  when  she  had  heard  of  Jesus,  came  in 
the  press  behind,  and  touched  his  garment.*  For  she  said,  "If  I 
may  touch  but  his  clothes,  I  shall  be  whole."  And  straightway 
the  fountain  of  her  blood  was  dried  up;  and  she  felt  in  her  body 
that  she  was  healed  of  that  plague. 

And  Jesus,  immediately  knowing  in  himself  that  virtue  had 
gone  out  of  him,  turned  him  about  in  the  press,  and  said,  "Who 
touched  my  clothes?" 

And  his  disciples  said  unto  him,  "Thou  seest  the  multitude 
thronging  thee,  and  sayest  thou,  'Who  touched  me?'" 

And  he  looked  round  about  to  see  her  that  had  done  this 
thing.  But  the  woman  fearing  and  trembling,  knowing  what  was 
done  in  her,  came  and  fell  down  before  him,  and  told  him  all 
the  truth. 

And  he  said  unto  her,  "Daughter,  thy  faith  hath  made  thee 
whole;  go  in  peace,  and  be  whole  of  thy  plague." 
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While  he  yet  spoke,  there  came  from  the  ruler  of  the  syna- 
gogue's house  certain  which  said,  "Thy  daughter  is  dead:  why 
troublest  thou  the  Master  any  further?" 

As  soon  as  Jesus  heard  the  word  that  was  spoken,  he  saith 
unto  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  "Be  not  afraid,  only  believe. " 

And  he  suffered  no  man  to  follow  him,  save  Peter,  and  James, 
and  John  the  brother  of  James.  And  he  cometh  to  the  house  of 
the  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  and  seeth  the  tumult,  and  them  that 
wept  and  wailed  greatly. 

And  when  he  was  come  in,  he  saith  unto  them,  "Why  make 
ye  this  ado,  and  weep?  the  damsel  is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth. " 

And  they  laughed  him  to  scorn.  But  when  he  had  put  them 
all  out,  he  taketh  the  father  and  the  mother  of  the  damsel,  and 
them  that  were  with  him,  and  entereth  in  where  the  damsel  was 
lying.  And  he  took  the  damsel  by  the  hand,  and  said  unto  her, 

"Talitha  cumi";  which  is,  being  interpreted,  "Damsel,  I  say 
untothee,  arise." 

And  straightway  the  damsel  arose,  and  walked;  for  she  was  of 
the  age  of  twelve  years.  And  they  were  astonished  with  a  great 
astonishment.  And  he  charged  them  straitly  that  no  man  should 
know  it;  and  commanded  that  something  should  be  given  her  to 
eat. 

And  he  went  out  from  thence,  and  came  into  his  own  country; 
and  his  disciples  follow  him.  And  when  the  sabbath  day  was 
come,  he  began  to  teach  in  the  synagogue:  and  many  hearing 
him  were  astonished,  saying,  "From  whence  hath  this  man  these 
things?  and  what  wisdom  is  this  which  is  given  unto  him,  that 
even  such  mighty  works  are  wrought  by  his  hands?  Is  not  this 
the  carpenter,  the  son  of  Mary,  the  brother  of  James,  and  Joses, 
and  of  Juda,  and  Simon?  and  are  not  his  sisters  here  with  us?" 
And  they  were  offended  at  him. 

But  Jesus  said  unto  them,  "A  prophet  is  not  without  honour, 
but  in  his  own  country,  and  among  his  own  kin,  and  in  his  own 
house." 

And  he  could  there  do  no  mighty  work,  save  that  he  laid  his 
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hands  upon  a  few  sick  folk,  and  healed  them.  And  he  marvelled 
because  of  their  unbelief. 

And  he  went  round  about  the  villages,  teaching. 

And  he  called  unto  him  the  twelve,  and  began  to  send  them 
forth  by  two  and  two;  and  gave  them  power  over  unclean 
spirits;  and  commanded  them  that  they  should  take  nothing  for 
their  journey,  save  a  staff  only;  no  scrip,  no  bread,  no  money  in 
their  purse:  but  be  shod  with  sandals;  and  not  put  on  two  coats. 
And  he  said  unto  them,  "In  what  place  soever  ye  enter  into  a 
house,  there  abide  till  ye  depart  from  that  place.  And  whoso- 
ever shall  not  receive  you,  nor  hear  you,  when  ye  depart  thence, 
shake  off  the  dust  under  your  feet  for  a  testimony  against  them. 
Verily  I  say  unto  you,  It  shall  be  more  tolerable  for  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  in  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  that  city. '"  . 

And  they  went  out,  and  preached  that  men  should  repent. 
And  they  cast  out  many  devils,  and  anointed  with  oil  many  that 
were  sick,  and  healed  them. 

And  King  Herod  heard  of  him  (for  his  name  was  spread 
abroad):  and  he  said,  "John  the  Baptist  is  risen  from  the  dead, 
and  therefore  mighty  works  do  show  forth  themselves  in  him/* 
Others  said,  "It  is  Elias."  And  others  said,  "It  is  a  prophet,  or  as 
one  of  the  prophets. " 

But  when  Herod  heard  thereof,  he  said,  "It  is  John,  whom  I 
beheaded:  he  is  risen  from  the  dead. " 

For  Herod  himself  had  sent  forth  and  laid  hold  upon  John, 
and  bound  him  in  prison  for  Herodias's  sake,  his  brother  Philip's 
wife:  for  he  had  married  her.  For  John  had  said  unto  Herod,  "It 
is  not  lawful  for  thee  to  have  thy  brother's  wife." 

Therefore  Herodias  had  a  quarrel  against  him,  and  would 
have  killed  him;  but  she  could  not:  for  Herod  feared  John, 
knowing  that  he  was  a  just  man  and  a  holy,  and  observed  him; 
and  when  he  heard  him,  he  did  many  things,  and  heard  him 
gladly. 

And  when  a  convenient  day  was  come,  that  Herod  on  his 
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birthday  made  a  supper  to  his  lords,  high  captains,  and  chief 
estates  of  Galilee;  and  when  the  daughter  of  the  said  Herodias 
came  in,  and  danced,  and  pleased  Herod  and  them  that  sat  with 
him,  the  king  said  unto  the  damsel,  "Ask  of  me  whatsoever  thou 
wilt,  and  I  will  give  it  thee."  And  he  swore  unto  her,  "What- 
soever thou  shalt  ask  of  me,  I  will  give  it  thee,  unto  the  half  of 
my  kingdom/' 

And  she  went  forth,  and  said  unto  her  mother,  "What  shall  I 
ask?" 

And  she  said,  "The  head  of  John  the  Baptist." 

And  she  came  in  straightway  with  haste  unto  the  king,  and 
askedi  saying,  "I  will  that  thou  give  me  by  and  by  in  a  charger 
the  head  of  John  the  Baptist." 

And  the  king  was  exceeding  sorry;  yet  for  his  oath's  sake, 
and  for  their  sakes  which  sat  with  him,  he  would  not  reject  her. 
And  immediately  the  king  sent  an  executioner,  and  commanded 
his  head  to  be  brought:  and  he  went  and  beheaded  him  in  the 
prison,  and  brought  his  head  in  a  charger,  and  gave  it  to  the 
damsel:  and 'the  damsel  gave  it  to  her  mother.  And  when  his 
disciples  heard  of  it,  they  came  and  took  up  his  corpse,  and  laid 
it  in  a  tomb. 

And  the  apostles  gathered  themselves  together  unto  Jesus, 
and  told  him  all  things,  both  what  they  had  done,  and  what  they 
had  taught.  And  he  said  unto  them,  "Come  ye  yourselves  apart 
into  a  desert  place,  and  rest  a  while":  for  there  were  many  com- 
ing and  going,  and  they  had  no  leisure  so  much  as  to  eat. 

And  they  departed  into  a  desert  place  by  ship  privately. 
And  the  people  saw  them  departing,  and  many  knew  him,  and 
ran  afoot  thither  out  of  all  cities,  and  outwent  them,  and  came 
together  unto  him.  And  Jesus,  when  he  came  out,  saw  much 
people,  and  was  moved  with  compassion  toward  them,  be- 
cause they  were  as  sheep  not  having  a  shepherd:  and  he  began 
to  teach  them  many  things. 

And  when  the  day  was  now  far  spent,  his  disciples  came 
unto  him,  and  said,  "This  is  a  desert  place,  and  jiow  the  time  is 
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far  passed.  Send  them  away,  that  they  may  go  into  the  country 
round  about,  and  into  the  villages,  and  buy  themselves  bread: 
for  they  have  nothing  to  eat. " 

He  answered  and  said  unto  them,  "Give  ye  them  to  eat." 
And  they  say  unto  him,  "Shall  we  go  and  buy  two  hundred 
pennyworth  of  bread,  and  give  them  to  eat?" 

He  saith  unto  them,  "How  many  loaves  have  ye?  go  and  see/* 
And  when  they  knew,  they  say,  "Five,  and  two  fishes. " 
And  he  commanded  them  to  make  all  sit  down  by  companies 
upon  the  green  grass.  And  they  sat  down  in  ranks,  by  hundreds, 
and  by  fifties.  And  when  he  had  taken  the  five  loaves  and  the 
two  fishes,  he  looked  up  to  heaven,  and  blessed,  and  broke  the 
loaves,  and  gave  them  to  his  disciples  to  set  before  them;  and 
the. two  fishes  divided  he  among  them  all.  And  they  did  all  eat, 
and  were  filled.  And  they  took  up  twelve  baskets  full  of  the 
fragments,  and  of  the  fishes.  And  they  that  did  eat  of  the  loaves 
were  about  five  thousand  men. 

And  straightway  he  constrained  his  disciples  to  get  into 
the  ship,  and  to  go  to  the  other  side  before  unto  Bethsaida, 
while  he  sent  away  the  people.  And  when  he  had  sent  them 
away,  he  departed  into  a  mountain  to  pray.  And  when  even  was 
come,  the  ship  was  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  and  he  alone  on  the 
land. 

And  he  saw  them  toiling  in  rowing;  for  the  wind  was  con- 
trary unto  them:  and  about  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night  he 
coineth  unto  them,  walking  upon  the  sea,  and  would  have 
passed  by  them.  But  when  they  saw  him  walking  upon  the  sea, 
they  supposed  it  had  been  a  spirit,  and  cried  out:  for  they  all 
saw  him,  and  were  troubled.  And  immediately  he  talked  with 
them,  and  saith  unto  them,  "Be  of  good  cheer:  it  is  I;  be  not 
afraid." 

And  he  went  up  unto  them  into  the  ship;  and  the  wind  ceased: 
and  they  were  sore  amazed  in  themselves  beyond  measure,  and 
wondered.  For  they  considered  not  the  miracle  of  the  loaves: 
for  their  heart  was  hardened. 

And  when  they  had  passed  over,  they  came  into  the  land  of 
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Gennesaret,  and  drew  to  the  shore.  And  when  they  were  come 
out  of  the  ship,  straightway  they  knew  him,  and  ran  through 
that  whole  region  round  about,  and  began  to  carry  about  in 
beds  those  that  were  sick,  where  they  heard  he  was.  And 
whithersoever  he  entered,  into  villages,  or  cities,  or  country, 
they  laid  the  sick  in  the  streets,  and  besought  him  that  they 
might  touch  if  it  were  but  the  border  of  his  garment:  and  as 
many  as  touched  him  were  made  whole. 

Then  came  together  unto  him  the  Pharisees,  and  certain  of 
the  scribes,  which  came  from  Jerusalem.  And  when  they  saw 
some  of  his  disciples  eat  bread  with  defiled,  that  is  to  say,  with 
unwashed,  hands,  they  found  fault.  For  the  Pharisees,  and  all 
the  Jews,  except  they  wash  their  hands  oft,  eat  not,  holding  the 
tradition  of  the  elders.  And  when  they  come  from  the  market, 
except  they  wash,  they  eat  not.  And  many  other  things  there 
be,  which  they  have  received  to  hold,  as  the  washing  of  cups, 
and  pots,  brazen  vessels,  and  of  tables. 

Then  the  Pharisees  and  scribes  asked  him,  "Why  walk  not 
thy  disciples  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  elders,  but  eat 
bread  with  unwashed  hands?" 

He  answered  and  said  unto  them, 

"Well  hath  Esaias  prophesied  of  you  hypocrites,  as  it  is 
written, 

t"(Thi$  people  honoureth  me  with  their  Iip5, 
But  their  heart  is  far  from  me; 
Howbeit  in  vain  do  they  worship  me, 
Teaching  for  do£trine$  the  commandments  of  men. 

"For  laying  aside  the  commandment  of  God,  ye  hold  the 
tradition  of  men,  as  the  washing  of  pots  and  cups:  and  many 
other  such  like  things  ye  do, " 

And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Full  We'll  ye  reject  the  commandment  of  God,  that  ye  may 
keep  your  own  tradition.  For  Moses  said,  'Honour  thy  father 
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and  thy  mother';  and,  'Whoso  curseth  father  or  mother,  let  him 
die  the  death':  but  ye  say,  If  a  man  shall  say  to  his  father  or 
mother,  "It  is  Corban,  that  is  to  say,  a  gift,  by  whatsoever  thou 
might est  be  profited  by  me;  he  shall  be  free.'1"  And  ye  suffer  him 
no  more  to  do  ought  for  his  father  or  his  mother;  making  the 
word  of  God  of  none  effect  through  your  tradition,  which  ye 
have  delivered:  and  many  such  like  things  do  ye. " 

And  when  he  had  called  all  the  people  unto  him,  he  said  unto 
them, 

"Hearken  unto  me  every  one  of  you,  and  understand:  there  is 
nothing  from  without  a  man,  that  entering  into  him  can  defile 
him:  but  the  things  which  come  out  of  him,  those  are  they  that 
defile  the  man.  If  any  man  have  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.  * 

And  when  he  was  entered  into  the  house  from  the  people, 
his  disciples  asked  him  concerning  the  parable.  And  he  saith 
unto  them, 

"Are  ye  so  without  understanding  also?  Do  ye  not  perceive, 
that  whatsoever  thing  from  without  entereth  into  the  man,  it 
cannot  defile  him;  because  it  entereth  not  into  his  heart,  but 
into  the  belly,  and  goeth  out  into  the  draught,  purging  all  meats?" 

And  he  said, 

"That  which  cometh  out  of  the  man,  that  defileth  the  man. 
For  from  within,  out  of  the  heart  of  men,  proceed  evil  thoughts, 
adulteries,  fornications,  murders,  thefts,  covetousness,  wicked- 
ness, deceit,  lasciviousness,  an  evil  eye,  blasphemy,  pride,  fool- 
ishness. All  these  evil  things  come  from  within,  and  defile  the 
man/' 

And  from  thence  he  arose,  and  went  into  the  borders  of  Tyre 
and  Sidon,  and  entered  into  a  house,  and  would  have  no  man 
know  it:  but  he  could  not  be  hid.  For  a  certain  woman,  whose 
young  daughter  had  an  unclean  spirit,  heard  of  him,  and  came 
and  fell  at  his  feet.  The  woman  was  a  Greek,  a  Syrophenician 
by  nation;  and  she  besought  him  that  he  would  cast  forth  the 
devil  out  of  her  daughter. 
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But  Jesus  said  unto  her,  "Let  the  children  first  be  filled:  for  it 
is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's  bread,  and  to  cast  it  unto  the 
dogs." 

And  she  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "Yes,  Lord:  yet  the  dogs 
under  the  table  eat  of  the  children's  crumbs." 

And  he  said  unto  her,  "For  this  saying  go  thy  way;  the  devil 
is  gone  out  of  thy  daughter." 

And  when  she  was  come  to  her  house,  she  found  the  devil 
gone  out,  and  her  daughter  laid  upon  the  bed. 

And  again,  departing  from  the  coasts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  he 
came  unto  the  sea  of  Galilee,  through  the  midst  of  the  coasts  of 
Decapolis.  And  they  bring  unto  him  one  that  was  deaf,  and  had 
an  impediment  in  his  speech;  and  they  beseech  him  to  put  his 
hand  upon  him.  And  he  took  him  aside  from  the  multitude,  and 
put  his  fingers  into  his  ears,  and  he  spit,  and  touched  his  tongue; 
and  looking  up  to  heaven,  he  sighed,  and  saith unto  him,  "Ephpha- 
tha,"  that  is,  "Be  opened/'  And  straight  way  his  ears  were  opened, 
and  the  string  of  his  tongue  was  loosed,  and  he  spoke  plain. 

And  he  charged  them  that  they  should  tell  no  man:  but  the 
more  he  charged  them,  so  much  the  more  a  great  deal  they  pub- 
lished it;  and  were  beyond  measure  astonished,  saying,  "He  hath 
done  all  things  well:  he  maketh  both  the  deaf  to  hear,  and  the 
dumb  to  speak/3 

In  those  days  the  multitude  being  very  great,  and  having  noth- 
ing to  eat,  Jesus  called  his  disciples  unto  him,  and  saith  unto 
them, 

"I  have  compassion  on  the  multitude,  because  they  have  now 
been  with  me  three  days,  and  have  nothing  to  eat:  and  if  I  send 
them  away  fasting  to  their  own  houses,  they  will  faint  by  the 
way:  for  divers  of  them  came  from  far." 

And  his  disciples  answered  him,  "From  whence  can  a  man 
satisfy  these  men  with  bread  here  in  the  wilderness?" 

And  he  asked  them,  "How  many  loaves  have  ye?" 
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And  they  said,  "Seven." 

And  he  commanded  the  people  to  sit  down  on  the  ground: 
and  he  took  the  seven  loaves,  and  gave  thanks,  and  broke,  and 
gave  to  his  disciples  to  set  before  them;  and  they  did  set  them 
before  the  people.  And  they  had  afew  small  fishes:  andheblessed, 
and  commanded  to  set  them  also  before  them.  So  they  did  eat, 
and  were  filled:  and  they  took  up  of  the  broken  meat  that  was 
left  seven  baskets.  And  they  that  had  eaten  were  about  four 
thousand:  and  he  sent  them  away. 

.  And  straightway  he  entered  into  a  ship  with  his  disciples, 
and  came  into  the  parts  of  Dalmanutha.  And  the  Pharisees  came 
forth,  and  began  to  question  with  him,  seeking  of  him  a  sign 
from  heaven,  tempting  him.  And  he  sighed  deeply  in  his  spirit, 
and  saith, 

"Why  doth  this  generation  seek  after  a  sign?  verily  I  say  unto 
you,  'There  shall  no  sign  be  given  unto  this  generation.  "* 

And  he  left  them,  and  entering  into  the  ship  again  departed 
to  the  other  side. 

Now  the  disciples  had  forgotten  to  take  bread,  neither  had 
they  in  the  ship  with  them  more  than  one  loaf  And  he  charged 
them,  saying, 

"Take  heed,  beware  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees,  and  of  the 
leaven  of  Herod." 

And  they  reasoned  among  themselves,  saying,  "It  is  because 
we  have  no  bread." 

And  when  Jesus  knew  it,  he  saith  unto  them, 

"Why  reason  ye,  because  ye  have  no  bread?  perceive  ye  not 
yet,  neither  understand?  have  ye  your  heart  yet  hardened?  Hav- 
ing eyes,  see  ye  not?  and  having  ears,  hear  ye  not?  and  do  ye  not 
remember?  When  I  broke  the  five  loaves  among  five  thousand, 
how  many  baskets  full  of  fragments  took  ye  up?"  They  say  unto 
him,  "Twelve." 

"And  when  the  seven  among  four  thousand,  how  many  bas- 
kets full  of  fragments  took  ye  up?"  And  they  said,  "Seven." 

And  he  said  unto  them, 
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"How  is  it  that  ye  do  not  understand?" 

And  he  cometh  to  Bethsaida;  and  they  bring  a  blind  man 
unto  him,  and  besought  him  to  touch  him.  And  he  took  the  blind 
man  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  out  of  the  town;  and  when  he  had 
spit  on  his  eyes,  and  put  his  hands  upon  him,  he  asked  him  if  he 
saw  ought.  And  he  looked  up,  and  said,  "I  see  men  as  trees 
walking." 

After  that  he  put  his  hands  again  upon  his  eyes,  and  made 
him  look  up:  and  he  was  restored,  and  saw  every  man  clearly. 
And  he  sent  him  away  to  his  house,  saying,  "Neither  go  into  the 
town,  nor  tell  it  to  any  in  the  town/' 

And  Jesus  went  out,  and  his  disciples,  into  the  towns  of  Cses- 
area  Philippi:  and  by  the  way  he  asked  his  disciples,  saying 
unto  them,  "Whom  do  men  say  that  I  am?" 

And  they  answered,  "John  the  Baptist:  but  some  say,  'Elias'; 
and  others,  'One  of  the  prophets. '" 

And  he  saith  unto  them,  "But  whom  say  ye  that  I  am?" 

And  Peter  answereth  and  saith  unto  him,  "Thou  art  the 
Christ." 

And  he  charged  them  that  they  should  tell  no  man  of  him. 
And  he  began  to  teach  them,  that  the  Son  of  Man  must  suffer 
many  things,  and  be  rejected  of  the  elders,  and  of  the  chief  priests, 
and  scribes,  and  be  killed,  and  after  three  days  rise  again.  And 
he  spoke  that  saying  openly.  And  Peter  took  him,  and  began  to 
rebuke  him.  But  when  he  had  turned  about  and  looked  on  his 
disciples,  he  rebuked  Peter,  saying, 

"Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan:  for  thou  savourest  not  the  things 
that  be  of  God,  but  the  things  thati>e  of  men." 

And  when  he  had  called  the  people  unto  him  with  his  dis- 
ciples also,  he  said  unto  them, 

"Whosoever  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and 
take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  me.  For  whosoever  will  save  his 
life  shall  lose  it;  but  whosoever  shall  lose  his  life  for  my  sake 
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and  the  gospel's,  the  same  shall  save  it.  For  what  shall  it  profit 
a  man,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul? 
Or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul?  Whosoever 
therefore  shall  be  ashamed  of  me  and  of  my  words  in  this  adul- 
terous and  sinful  generation;  of  him  also  shall  the  Son  of  Man  be 
ashamed,  when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  with  the 
holy  angels/1 

And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Verily  I  say  unto  you  that  there  be  some  of  them  that  stand 
here,  which  shall  not  taste  of  death,  till  they  have  seen  the  king- 
dom of  God  come  with  power/1 

And  after  six  days  Jesus  taketh  with  him  Peter,  and  James, 
and  John,  and  leadeth  them  up  into  a  high  mountain  apart  by 
themselves:  and  he  was  transfigured  before  them.  And  his  rai- 
ment became  shining,  exceeding  white  as  snow;  so  as  no  fuller 
on  earth  can  white  them.  And  there  appeared  unto  them  Elias 
with  Moses:  and  they  were  talking  with  Jesus.  And  Peter  an- 
swered and  said  to  Jesus, 

"Master,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here:  and  let  us  make  three 
tabernacles;  one  for  thee,  and  one  for  Moses,  and  one  for  Elias/1 

For  he  wist  not  what  to  say;  for  they  were  sore  afraid. 

And  there  was  a  cloud  that  overshadowed  them:  and  a  voice 
came  out  of  the  cloud,  saying,  "This  is  my  beloved  Son:  hearhim/' 

And  suddenly,  when  they  had  looked  round  about,  they  saw 
no  man  any  more,  save  Jesus  only  with  themselves. 

And  as  they  came  down  from  the  mountain,  he  charged  them 
that  they  should  tell  no  man  what  things  they  had  seen,  till  the 
Son  of  Man  were  risen  from  the  dead.  And  they  kept  that  say- 
ing with  themselves,  questioning  one  with  another  what  the 
rising  from  the  dead  should  mean. 

And  they  asked  him,  saying,  "Why  say  the  scribes  that  Elias 
must  first  come?" 

And  he  answered  and  told  them, 

"Elias  verily  cometh  first,  and  restoreth  all  things;  and  how 
it  is  written  of  the  Son  of  Man,  that  he  must  suffer  many  things, 
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and  be  set  at  nought.  But  I  say  unto  you  that  Elias  is  indeed 
come,  and  they  have  done  unto  him  whatsoever  they  listed,  as 
it  is  written  of  him." 

And  when  he  came  to  his  disciples,  he  saw  a  great  multitude 
about  them,  and  the  scribes  questioning  with  them.  And  straight- 
way all  the  people,  when  they  beheld  him,  were  greatly  amazed, 
and  running  to  him  saluted  him.  And  he  asked  the  scribes,  "What 
question  ye  with  them?" 

And  one  of  the  multitude  answered  and  said,  "Master,  I  have 
brought  unto  thee  my  son,  which  hath  a  dumb  spirit;  and  where- 
soever he  taketh  him,  he  teareth  him;  and  he  foameth,  and  gnash- 
eth  with  his  teeth,  and  pineth  away:  and  I  spoke  to  thy  disciples 
that  they  should  cast  him  out;  and  they  could  not." 

He  answereth  him,  and  saith, 

"O  faithless  generation,  how  long  shall  I  be  with  you?  how 
long  shall  I  suffer  you?  bring  him  unto  me." 

Andthey  brought  himuntohim:  andwhenhesawhim,  straight- 
way the  spirit  tore  him;  and  he  fell  on  the  ground,  and  wallowed 
foaming.  And  he  asked  his  father,  "How  long  is  it  ago  since 
this  came  unto  him?" 

And  he  said,  "Of  a  child.  And  ofttimes  it  hath  cast  him  into 
the  fire,  and  into  the  waters,  to  destroy  him:  but  if  thou  canst  do 
any  thing,  have  compassion  on  us,  and  help  us." 

Jesus  said  unto  him,  "If  thou  canst  believe,  all  things  are  pos- 
sible to  him  that  believeth." 

And  straightway  the  father  of  the  child  cried  out,  and  said 
with  tears, 

"Lord,  I  believe;  help  thou  mine  unbelief" 

When  Jesus  saw  that  the  people  came  running  together,  he 
rebuked  the  foul  spirit,  saying  unto  him, 

"Thou  dumb  and  deaf  spirit,  I  charge  thee,  come  out  of  him, 
and  enter  no  more  into  him." 

And  the  spirit  cried,  and  rent  him  sore,  and  came  out  of  him: 
and  he  was  as  one  dead;  insomuch  that  many  said,  "He  is  dead." 
But  Jesus  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  lifted  him  up;  and  he  arose. 
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And  when  he  was  come  into  the  house,  his  disciples  asked 
him  privately,  "Why  could  not  we  cast  him  out?" 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "This  kind  can  come  forth  by  noth- 
ing, but  by  prayer  and  fasting." 

And  they  departed  thence,  and  passed  through  Galilee;  and 
he  would  not  that  any  man  should  know  it.  For  he  taught  his 
disciples,  and  said  unto  them,  "The  Son  of  Man  is  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  men,  and  they  shall  kill  him;  and  after  that  he 
is  killed,  he  shall  rise  the  third  day."  But  they  understood  not 
that  saying,  and  were  afraid  to  ask  him. 

And  he  came  to  Capernaum:  and  being  in  the  house  he  asked 
them,  "What  was  it  that  ye  disputed  among  yourselves  by  the 

v> 

wayr 

But  they  held  their  peace:  for  by  the  way  they  had  disputed 
among  themselves,  who  should  be  the  greatest. 

And  he  sat  down,  and  called  the  twelve,  and  saith  unto  them, 

"If  any  man  desire  to  be  first,  the  same  shall  be  last  of  all, 
and  servant  of  all/' 

And  he  took  a  child,  and  set  him  in  the  midst  of  them:  and 
when  he  had  taken  him  in  his  arms,  he  said  unto  them, 

"Whosoever  shall  receive  one  of  such  children  in  my  name, 
receiveth  me:  and  whosoever  shall  receive  me,  receiveth  not  me, 
but  him  that  sent  me/* 

And  John  answered  him,  saying,  "Master,  we  saw  one  cast- 
ing out  devils  in  thy  name,  and  he  follow eth  not  us:  and  we  for- 
bad him,  because  he  folio weth  not  us/1 

But  Jesus  said,  "Forbid  him  not:  for  there  is  no  man  which 
shall  do  a  miracle  in  my  name,  that  can  lightly  speak  evil  of  me. 
For  he  that  is  not  against  us  is  on  our  part.  For  whosoever  shall 
give  you  a  cup  of  water  to  drink  in  my  name,  because  ye  belong 
to  Christ,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  he  shall  not  lose  his  regard. 
And  whosoever  shall  offend  one  of  these  little  ones  that  believe 
in  me,  it  is  better  for  him  that  a  millstone  were  hanged  about 
his  neck,  and  he  were  cast  into  the  sea." 
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Part  II 

Ministry  in  Judaea 

And  he  arose  from  thence,  and  cometh  into  the  coasts  of  Judaea 
by  the  farther  side  of  Jordan:  and  the  people  resort  unto  him 
again;  and,  as  he  was  wont,  he  taught  them  again. 

And  they  were  in  the  way  going  up  to  Jerusalem;  and  Jesus 
went  before  them:  and  they  were  amazed;  and  as  they  followed, 
they  were  afraid.  And  he  took  again  the  twelve,  and  began  to 
tell  them  what  things  should  happen  unto  him,  saying, 

"Behold,  we  go  up  to  Jerusalem;  and  the  Son  of  Man  shall  be 
delivered  unto  the  chief  priests,  and  unto  the  scribes;  and  they 
shall  condemn  him  to  death,  and  shall  deliver  him  to  the  Gen- 
tiles: and  they  shall  mock  him,  and  shall  scourge  him,  and  shall 
spit  upon  him,  and  shall  kill  him:  and  the  third  day  he  shall  rise 
again." 

And  James  and  John,  the  sons  of  Zebedee,  come  unto  him, 
saying,  "Master,  we  would  that  thou  shouldest  do  for  us  what- 
soever we  shall  desire/' 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "What  would  ye  that  I  should  do  for 

?» 
y~«. 

They  said  unto  him,  "Grant  unto  us  that  we  may  sit,  one  on 
thy  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  thy  left  hand,  in  thy  glory." 

But  Jesus  said  unto  them,  "Ye  know  not  what  ye  ask:  can  ye 
drink  of  the  cup  that  I  drink  of?  and  be  baptized  with  the  bap- 
tism that  I  am  baptized  with?" 

And  they  said  unto  him,  "We  can," 

And  Jesus  said  unto  them,  "Ye  shall  indeed  drink  of  the  cup 
that  I  drink  of;  and  with  the  baptism  that  I  am  baptized  withal 
shalFye  be  baptized:  but  to  sit  on  my  right  hand  and  on  my  left 
hand  is  not  mine  to  give;  but  it  shall  be  given  to  them  for  whom 
it  is  prepared." 

And  when  the  ten  heard  it,  they  began  to  be  much  displeased 


THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  MARK 

with  James  and  John.  But  Jesus  called  them  to  him,  and  saith 
unto  them, 

"Ye  know  that  they  which  are  accounted  to  rule  over  the 
Gentiles  exercise  lordship  over  them;  and  their  great  ones  ex- 
ercise authority  upon  them.  But  so  shall  it  not  be  among  you: 
but  whosoever  will  be  great  among  you,  shall  be  your  minister: 
and  whosoever  of  you  will  be  the  chiefest,  shall  be  servant  of 
all.  For  even  the  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto, 
but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many." 

And  they  came  to  Jericho:  and  as  he  went  out  of  Jericho  with 
his  disciples  and  a  great  number  of  people,  blind  Bartima^us, 
the  son  of  Timaeus,  sat  by  the  highway  side  begging.  And  when 
he  heard  that  it  was  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  he  began  to  cry  out,  and 
say,  "Jesus,  thou  son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  me."  And  many 
charged  him  that  he  should  hold  his  peace:  but  he  cried  the 
more  a  great  deal,  'Thou  son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  me." 

And  Jesus  stood  still,  and  commanded  him  to  be  called.  And 
they  call  the  blind  man,  saying  unto  him,  "Be  of  good  comfort, 
rise;  he  calleth  thee."  - 

And  he,  casting  away  his  garment,  rose,  and  came  to  Jesus. 

And  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "What  wilt  thou  that 
I  should  do  unto  thee?" 

The  blind  man  said  unto  him,  "Lord,  that  I  might  receive  my 
sight." 

And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  "Go  thy  way;  thy  faith  hath  made 
thee  whole." 

And  immediately  he  received  his  sight,  and  followed  Jesus  in 
the  way. 

And  when  they  came  nigh  to  Jerusalem,  unto  Bethphage  and 
Bethany,  at  the  Mount  of  Olives,  he  sendeth  forth  two  of  his 
disciples,  and  saitji  unto  them,  "Go,  your  way  into  the  village 
over  against  you:  and  as  soon  as  ye  be  entered  into  it,  ye  shall 
find  a  colt  tied,  whereon  never  man  sat;  loose  him,  and  bring 

[9*3] 


THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  MARK 

kim.  And  if  any  man  say  unto  you,  'Why  do  ye  this?'  say  ye 
that  the  Lord  hath  need  of  him;  and  straightway  he  will  send 
him  hither." 

And  they  went  their  way,  and  found  the  colt  tied  by  the 
door  without  in  a  place  where  two  ways  met;  and  they  loose 
him.  And  certain  of  them  that  stood  there  said  unto  them,  "What 
do  ye3  loosing  the  colt?"  And  they  said  unto  them  even  as  Jesus 
had  commanded:  and  they  let  them  go. 

And  they  brought  the  colt  to  Jesus,  and  cast  their  garments 
on  him;  and  he  sat  upon  him.  And  many  spread  their  garments 
in  the  way:  and  others  cut  down  branches  off  the  trees,  and 
strewed  them  in  the  way.  And  they  that  went  before,  and  they 
that  followed,  cried,  saying,  "Hosanna!  Blessed  is  he  that  com^ 
eth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord !  Blessed  be  the  kingdom  of  our 
father  David,  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord!  Hosanna  in 
the  highest/' 

And  Jesus  entered  into  Jerusalem,  and  into  the  temple:  and 
when  he  had  looked  round  about  upon  all  things,  and  now  the 
eventide  was  come,  he  went  out  unto  Bethany  with  the  twelve. 

And  on  the  morrow,  when  they  were  come  from  Bethany,  he 
was  hungry:  and  seeing  a  fig  tree  afar  off  having  leaves,  he  came, 
if  haply  he  might  find  any  thing  thereon:  and  when  he  came  to  it, 
he  found  nothing  but  leaves;  for  the  time  of  figs  was  not  yet. 
And  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  it,  "No  man  eat  fruit  of  thee 
hereafter  for  ever."  And  his  disciples  heard  it. 

And  they  come  to  Jerusalem:  and  Jesus  went  into  the  temple, 
and  began  to  cast  out  them  that  sold  and  bought  in  the  temple, 
and  overthrew  the  tables  of  the  moneychangers  and  the  seats  of 
them  that  sold  doves,  and  would  not  suffer  that  any  man  should 
carry  any  vessel  through  the  temple.  And  he  taught,  saying  unto 
them, 

"Is  it  not  written,  'My  house  shall  be  called  of  all  nations  the 
house  of  prayer'?  but  ye  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves/' 

And  the  scribes  and  chief  priests  heard  it,  and  sought  how 
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they  might  destroy  him:  for  they  feared  him,  because  all  the 
people  was  astonished  at  his  doctrine.  And  when  even  was  come, 
he  went  out  of  the  city. 

And  in  the  morning,  as  they  passed  by,  they  saw  the  fig  tree 
dried  up  from  the  roots.  And  Peter  calling  to  remembrance  saith 
unto  him,  "Master,  behold,  the  fig  tree  which  thou  cursedst  is 
withered  away."  And  Jesus  answering  saith  unto  them, 

"Have  faith  in  God.  For  verily  I  say  unto  you,  whosoever 
shall  say  unto  this  mountain,  'Be  thou  removed,  and  be  thou 
cast  into  the  sea';  and  shall  not  doubt  in  his  heart,  but  shall  be- 
lieve that  those  things  which  he  saith  shall  come  to  pass;  he 
shall  have  whatsoever  he  saith.  Therefore  I  say  unto  you,  what 
things  soever  ye  desire,  when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive 
them,  and  ye  shall  have  them.  And  when  ye  stand  praying,  for- 
give, if  ye  have  ought  against  any:  that  your  Father  also  which 
is  in  heaven  may  forgive  you  your  trespasses.  But  if  ye  do  not 
forgive,  neither  will  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  forgive 
your  trespasses." 

After  two  days  was  the  feast  of  the  passover,  and  of  unleav- 
ened bread:  and  the  chief  priests  and  the  scribes  sought  how 
they  might  take  him  by  craft,  and  put  him  to  death.  But  they 
said,  "Not  on  the  feast  day,  lest  there  be  an  uproar  of  the  people. " 

And  being  in  Bethany  in  the  house  of  Simon  the  leper,  as  he 
sat  at  meat,  there  came  a  woman  having  an  alabaster  box  of 
ointment  of  spikenard  very  precious;  and  she  broke  the  box,  and 
poured  it  on  his  head.  And  there  were  some  that  had  indigna- 
tion within  themselves,  and  said,  "Why  was  this  waste  of  the 
ointment  made?  For  it  might  have  been  sold  for  more  than  three 
hundred  pence,  and  have  been  given  to  the  poor." 

And  they  murmured  against  her.  And  Jesus  said, 

"Let  her  alone;  why  trouble  ye  her?  she  hath  wrought  a  good 
work  on  me.  For  ye  have  the  poor  with  you  always,  and  when- 
soever ye  will  ye  may  do  them  good:  but  me  ye  have  not  always. 
She  hath  done  what  she  could:  she  is  come  aforehand  to  anoint 
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my  body  to  the  burying.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  wheresoever 
this  gospel  shall  be  preached  throughout  the  whole  world,  this 
also  that  she  hath  done  shall  be  spoken  of  for  a  memorial  of 
her." 

And  Judas  Iscariot,  one  of  the  twelve,  went  unto  the  chief 
priests,  to  betray  him  unto  them.  And  when  they  heard  it,  they 
were  glad,  and  promised  to  give  him  money.  And  he  sought  how 
he  might  conveniently  betray  him. 

And  the  first  day  of  unleavened  bread,  when  they  killed  the 
passover,  his  disciples  said  unto  him,  "Where  wilt  thou  that  we 
go  and  prepare  that  thou  mayest  eat  the  passover?" 

And  he  sendeth  forth  two  of  his  disciples,  and  saith  unto 
them,  "Go  ye  into  the  city,  and  there  shall  meet  you  a  man 
bearing  a  pitcher  of  water:  follow  him.  And  wheresoever  he 
shall  go  in,  say  ye  to  the  goodman  of  the  house,  'The  Master 
saith,  "Where  is  the  guestchamber,  where  I  shall  eat  the  pass-- 
over with  my  disciples?" '  And  he  will  show  you  a  large  upper 
room  furnished  and  prepared:  there  make  ready  for  us." 

And  his  disciples  went  forth,  and  came  into  the  city,  and 
found  as  he  had  said  unto  them:  and  they  made  ready  the  pass- 
over.  And  in  the  evening  he  cometh  with  the  twelve.  And  as 
they  sat  and  did  eat,  Jesus  said,  "Verily  I  say  unto  you,  'One  of 
you  which  eateth  with  me  shall  betray  me/3' 

And  they  began  to  be  sorrowful,  and  to  say  unto  him  one  by 
one,  "Is  it  I?"  and  another  said,  "Is  it  I?" 

And  he  answered  and  said  unto  them,  "It  is  one  of  the  twelve, 
that  dippeth  with  me  in  the  dish.  The  Son  of  Man  indeed  goeth, 
as  it  is  written  of  him:  but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the  Son 
of  Man  is  betrayed!  good  were  it  for  that  man  if  he  had  never 
been  born/' 

And  as  they  did  eat,  Jesus  took  bread,  and  blessed,  and  broke 
it,  and  gave  to  them,  and  said,  "Take,  eat:  this  is  my  body/' 

And  he  took  the  cup,  and  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he  gave 
it  to  them:  and  they  all  drank  of  it.  And  he  said  unto  them, 
"This  is  my  blood  of  the  new  testament,  which  is  shed  for  many. 
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Verily  I  say  unto  you,  CI  will  drink  no  more  of  the  fruit  of  the 
vine,  until  that  day  that  I  drink  it  new  in  the  kingdom  of  God/" 

And  when  they  had  sung  a  hymn,  they  went  out  into  the 
Mount  of  Olives.  And  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  "All  ye  shall  be 
offended  because  of  me  this  night:  for  it  is  written,  'I  will  smite 
the  shepherd,  and  the  sheep  shall  be  scattered/  But  that  after  I 
am  risen,  I  will  go  before  you  into  Galilee/' 

But  Peter  said  unto  him,  "Although  all  shall  be  offended,  yet 
will  not  I/' 

And  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  "Verily  I  say  unto  thee,  'This  day, 
even  in  this  night,  before  the  cock  crow  twice,  thou  shalt  deny 
me  thrice/" 

But  he  spoke  the  more  vehemently,  "If  I  should  die  with  thee, 
I  will  not  deny  thee  in  any  wise/'  Likewise  also  said  they  all. 

And  they  came  to  a  place  which  was  named  Gethsemane: 
and  he  saith  to  his  disciples,  "Sit  ye  here,  while  I  shall  pray/' 

And  he  taketh  with  him  Peter  and  James  and  John,  and  began 
to  be  sore  amazed,  and  to  be  very  heavy;  and  saith  unto  them, 
"My  soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful  unto  death:  tarry  ye  here,  and 
watch."  ^ 

And  he  went  forward  a  little,  and  fell  on  the  ground,  and 
prayed  that,  if  it  were  possible,  the  hour  might  pass  from  him. 
And  he  said,  "Abba,  Father,  all  things  are  possible  unto  thee; 
take  away  this  cup  from  me:  nevertheless  not  what  I  will,  but 
what  thou  wilt." 

And  he  cometh,  and  findeth  them  sleeping,  and  saith  unto 
Peter, 

"Simon,  sleepest  thou?  couldest  not  thou  watch  one  hour? 
Watch  ye  and  pray,  lest  ye  enter  into  temptation.  The  spirit 
truly  is  ready,  but  the  flesh  is  weak." 

And  again  he  went  away,  and  prayed,  and  spoke  the  same 
words.  And  when  he  returned,  he  found  them  asleep  again  (for 
their  eyes  were  heavy),  neither  wist  they  what  to  answer  him. 
And  he  cometh  the  third  time,  and  saith  unto  them, 

"Sleep  on  now,  and  take  your  rest:  it  is  enough,  the  hour  is 
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come;  behold,  the  Son  of  Man  is  betrayed  into  the  hands  of 
sinners.  Rise  up,  let  us  go;  lo,  he  that  betrayed  me  is  at  hand." 

And  immediately,  while  he  yet  spoke,  cometh  Judas,  one  of  the 
twelve,  and  with  him  a  great  multitude  with  swords  and  staves, 
from  the  chief  priests  and  the  scribes  and  the  elders.  And  he  that 
betrayed  him  had  given  them  a  token,  saying,  "Whomsoever  I 
shall  kiss,  that  same  is  he;  take  him,  and  lead  him  away  safely/' 

And  as  soon  as  he  was  come,  he  goeth  straightway  to  him, 
and  saith,  "Master,  master";  and  kissed  him. 

And  they  laid  their  hands  on  him,  and  took  him.  And  one  of 
them  that  stood  by  drew  a  sword,  and  smote  a  servant  of  the 
high  priest,  and  cut  off  his  ear.  And  Jesus  answered  and  said 
unto  them,  "Are  ye  come  out,  as  against  a  thief,  with  swords  and 
with  staves  to  take  me?  I  was  daily  with  you  in  the  temple  teach- 
ing, and  ye  took  me  not:  but  the  scriptures  must  be  fulfilled." 

And  they  all  forsook  him,  and  fled.  And  there  followed  him  a 
certain  young  man,  having  a  linen  cloth  cast  about  his  naked 
body;  and  the  young  men  laid  hold  on  him:  and  he  left  the  linen 
cloth,  and  fled  from  them  naked. 

And  they  led  Jesus  away  to  the  high  priest:  and  with  him 
were  assembled  all  the  tchief  priests  and  the  elders  and  the 
scribes.  And  Peter  followed  him  afar  off,  even  into  the  palace 
of  the  high  priest:  and  he  sat  with  the  servants,  and  warmed 
himself  at  the  fire. 

And  the  chief  priests  and  all  the  council  sought  for  witness 
against  Jesus  to  put  him  to  death;  and  found  none.  For  many 
bore  false  witness  against  him,  but  their  witness  agreed  not  to- 
gether. And  there  arose  certain,  and  bore  false  witness  against 
him,  saying,  "We  heard  him  say,  1  will  destroy  this  temple 
that  is  made  with  hands,  and  within  three  days  I  will  build 
another  made  without  hands/" 

But  neither  so  did  their  witness  agree  together. 

And  the  high  priest  stood  up  in  the  midst,  and  asked  Jesus, 
sayirfg,  "Answerest  thou  nothing?  what  is  it  which  these  wit- 
ness against  thee?" 

But  he  held  his  peace,  and  answered  nothing. 
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Again  the  high  priest  asked  him,  and  said  unto  him,  "Art 
thou  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Blessed?" 

And  Jesus  said,  "I  am:  and  ye  shall  see  the  Son  of  Man  sitting 
on  the  right  hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven." 

Then  the  high  priest  rent  his  clothes,  and  saith,  "What  need 
we  any  further  witnesses?  Ye  have  heard  the  blasphemy:  what 
think  ye?" 

And  they  all  condemned  him  to  be  guilty  of  death.  And  some 
began  to  spit  on  him,  and  to  cover  his  face,  and  to  buffet  him, 
and  to  say  unto  him,  "Prophesy":  and  the  servants  did  strike 
him  with  the  palms  of  their  hands. 

And  as  Peter  was  beneath  in  the  palace,  there  cometh  one  of 
the  maids  of  the  high  priest:  and  when  she  saw  Peter  warming 
himself,  she  looked  upon  him,  and  said,  "And  thou  also  wast 
with  Jesus  of  Nazareth." 

But  he  denied,  saying,  "I  know  not,  neither  understand  I  what 
thou  sayest/'  And  he  went  out  into  the  porch;  and  the  cock  crew. 

And  a  maid  saw  him  again,  and  began  to  say  to  them  that 
stood  by,  "This  is  one  of  them/'  And  he  denied  it  again.  And  a 
little  after,  they  that  stood  by  said  again  to  Peter,  "Surely  thou 
art  one  of  them:  for  thou  art  a  Galilean,  and  thy  speech  agreeth 
thereto."  But  he  began  to  curse  and  to  swear,  saying,  "I  know 
not  this  man  of  whom  ye  speak"  And  the  second  time  the  cock 
crew.  And  Peter  called  to  mind  the  word  that  Jesus  said  unto 
him,  "Before  the  cock  crow  twice,  thou  shalt  deny  me  thrice." 
And  when  he  thought  thereon,  he  wept. 

And  straightway  in  the  morning  the  chief  priests  held  a  con- 
sultation with  the  elders  and  scribes  and  the  whole  council,  and 
bound  Jesus,  and  carried  him  away,  and  delivered  him  to  Pilate. 
And  Pilate  asked  him,  "Art  thou  the  King  of  the  Jews?" 
And  he  answering  said  unto  him,  "Thou  sayest  it." 
And  the  chief  priests  accused  him  of  many  things:  but  he 
answered  nothing. 

And  Pilate  asked  him  again,  saying,  "Answerest  thou  noth- 
ing? behold  how  many  things  they  witness  against  thee." 
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But  Jesus  yet  answered  nothing;  so  that  Pilate  marvelled. 

Now  at  that  feast  he  released  unto  them  one  prisoner,  whom- 
soever they  desired.  And  there  was  one  named  Barabbas,  which 
lay  bound  with  them  that  had  made  insurrection  with  him,  who 
had  committed  murder  in  the  insurrection.  And  the  multitude 
crying  aloud  began  to  desire  him  to  do  as  he  had  ever  done  unto 
them. 

But  Pilate  answered  them,  saying,  "Will  ye  that  I  release 
unto  you  the  King  of  the  Jews?"  (For  he  knew  that  the  chief 
priests  had  delivered  him  for  envy.) 

But  the  chief  priests  moved  the  people,  that  he  should  rather 
release  Barabbas  unto  them. 

And  Pilate  answered  and  said  again  unto  them,  "What  will 
ye  then  that  I  shall  do  unto  him  whom  ye  call  the  King  of  the 
Jews?"  And  they  cried  out  again,  "Crucify  him ! " 

Then  Pilate  said  unto  them,  "Why,  what  evil  hath  he  done?" 
And  they  cried  out  the  more  exceedingly,  "Crucify  him ! " 

And  so  Pilate,  willing  to  content  the  people,  released  Bar- 
abbas  unto  them,  and  delivered  Jesus,  when  he  had  scourged 
him,  to  be  crucified.  And  the  soldiers  led  him  away  into  the 
hall,  called  "Prsetorium";  and  they  call  together  the  whole  band. 
And  they  clothed  him  with  purple,  and  plaited  a  crown  of 
thorns,  and  put  it  about  his  head,  and  began  to  salute  him, 
"Hail,  King  of  the  Jews ! "  And  they  smote  him  on  the  head  with 
a  reed,  and  did  spit  upon  him,  and  bowing  their  knees  wor- 
shipped him.  And  when  they  had  mocked  him,  they  took  off 
the  purple  from  him,  -and  put  his  own  clothes  on  him,  and  led 
him  out  to  crucify  him. 

And  they  compel  one  Simon  a  Cyrenian,  who  passed  by, 
coming  out  of  the  country,  the  father  of  Alexander  and  Rufus, 
to  bear  his  cross.  And  they  bring  him  unto  the  place  Golgotha, 
which  is,  being  interpreted,  "The  place  of  a  skull."  And  they 
gave  him  to  drink  wine  mingled  with  myrrh:  but  he  received 
it  not.  And  when  they  had  crucified  him,  they  parted  his  gar- 
ments, casting  lots  upon  them,  what  every  man  should  take. 
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And  it  was  the  third  hour,  and  they  crucified  him.  And  the 
superscription  of  his  accusation  was  written  over: 

THE  KING  OF  THE  JEWS. 

And  with  him  they  crucify  two  thieves;  the  one  on  his  right 
hand,  and  the  other  on  his  left.  And  the  scripture  was  fulfilled, 
which  saith,  "And  he  was  numbered  with  the  transgressors. " 

And  they  that  passed  by  railed  on  him,  wagging  their  heads, 
and  saying,  "Ah,  thou  that  destroyest  the  temple,  and  buildest 
it  in  three  days,  save  thyself,  and  come  down  from  the  cross." 

Likewise  also  the  chief  priests  mocking  said  among  them- 
selves with  the  scribes,  "He  saved  others;  himself  he  cannot 
save.  Let  Christ  the  King  of  Israel  descend  now  from  the  cross 
that  we  may  see  and  believe." 

And  they  that  were  crucified  with  him  reviled  him. 

And  when  the  sixth  hour  was  come,  there  was  darkness  over 
the  whole  land  until  the  ninth  hour. 

And  at  the  ninth  hour  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying, 
"Eloi,  Eloi,  lama  sabachthani?"  which  is,  being  interpreted, 

"My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?" 

And  some  of  them  that  stood  by,  when  they  heard  it,  said, 
"Behold,  he  calleth  Elias."  And  one  ran  and  filled  a  sponge  full 
of  vinegar,  and  put  it  on  a  reed,  and  gave  him  to  drink,  saying, 
"Let  alone;  let  us  see  whether  Elias  will  come  to  take  him 
down." 

And  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  gave  up  the  ghost. 

And  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to 
the  bottom.  And  when  the  centurion,  which  stood  over  against 
him,  saw  that  he  so  cried  out,  and  gave  up  the  ghost,  he  said, 
"Truly  this  man  was  the  Son  of  God." 

There  were  also  women  looking  on  afar  off:  among  whom  was 
Mary  Magdalene,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  James  the  less  and  of 
Joses,  and  Salome  (who  also,  when  he  was  in  Galilee,  followed 
him,  and  ministered  unto  him) ;  and  many  other  women  which 
came  up  with  him  unto  Jerusalem. 

And  now  when  the  even  was  come,  because  it  was  the  prep- 
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aration,  that  is,  the  day  before  tKe  sabbath,  Joseph  of  Arima- 
thasa,  an  honourable  counsellor,  which  also  waited  for  the  king- 
dom of  God,  came,  and  went  in  boldly  unto  Pilate,  and  craved 
the  body  of  Jesus.  And  Pilate  marvelled  if  he  were  already  dead: 
and  calling  unto  him  the  centurion,  he  asked  him  whether  he 
had  been  any  while  dead.  And  when  he  knew  it  of  the  centurion, 
he  gave  the  body  to  Joseph.  And  he  bought  fine  linen,  and  took 
him  down,  and  wrapped  him  in  the  linen,  and  laid  him  in  a 
sepulchre  which  was  hewn  out  of  a  rock,  and  rolled  a  stone  unto 
the  door  of  the  sepulchre.  And  Mary  Magdalene  and  Mary  the 
mother  of  Joses  beheld  where  he  was  laid. 

And  when  the  sabbath  was  past,  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Mary 
the  mother  of  James,  and  Salome,  had  bought  sweet  spices,  that 
they  might  come  and  anoint  him.  And  very  early  in  the  morning 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  they  came  unto  the  .sepulchre  at  the 
rising  of  the  sun.  And  they  said  among  themselves,  "Who  shall 
roll  us  away  the  stone  from  the  door  of  the  sepulchre?" 

And  when  they  looked,  they  saw  that  the  stone  was  rolled 
away:  for  it  was  very  great.  And  entering  into  the  sepulchre, 
they  saw  a  young  man  sitting  on  the  right  side,  clothed  in  a  long 
white  garment;  and  they  were  affrighted. 

And  he  saith  unto  them,  "Be  not  affrighted:  ye  seek  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  which  was  crucified:  he  is  risen;  he  is  not  here:  behold 
the  place  where  they  laid  him.  But  go  your  way,  tell  his  dis- 
ciples and  Peter  that  he  goeth  before  you  into  Galilee:  there 
shall  ye  see  him,  as  he  said  unto  you. " 

And  they  went  out  quickly,  and  fled  from  the  sepulchre;  for 
they  trembled  and  were  amazed:  neither  said  they  any  thing  to 
any  man;  for  they  were  afraid. 

Apymdix 

Now  when  Jesus  was  risen  early  the  first  day  of  the  week,  he 
appeared  first  to  Mary  Magdalene,  out  of  whom  he  had  cast 
seven  devils.  And  she  went  and  told  them  that  had  been  with 
him,  as  they  mourned  and  wept.  And  they,  when  they  had 
heard  that  he  was  alive,  and  had  been  seen  of  her,  believed  not. 
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After  that  he  appeared  in  another  form  unto  two  of  them, 
as  they  walked,  and  went  into  the  country.  And  they  went  and 
told  it  unto  the  residue:  neither  believed  they  them. 

Afterward  he  appeared  unto  the  eleven  as  they  sat  at  meat, 
and  upbraided  them  with  their  unbelief  and  hardness  of  heart, 
because  they  believed  not  them  which  had  seen  him  after  he 
was  risen.  And  he  said  unto  them,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.  He  that  believeth  and 
is  baptized  shall  be  saved;  but  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be 
damned.  And  these  signs  shall  follow  them  that  believe:  in  my 
name  shall  they  cast  out  devils;  they  shall  speak  with  new 
tongues;  they  shall  take  up  serpents;  and  if  they  drink  any 
deadly  thing,  it  shall  not  hurt  them;  they  shall  lay  hands  on  the 
sick,  and  they  shall  recover." 

So  then  after  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  them,  he  was  received 
up  into  heaven,  and  sat  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  And  they 
went  forth,  and  preached  every  where,  the  Lord  working  with 
them,  and  confirming  the  word  with  signs  following.  Amen. 
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SELECTIONS 


FROM  THE  GOSPEL  according  to  Matthew  we  derive  our  "main  knowl- 
edge of  the  teachings  o/ Jesus.  An  early  tradition  attributed  to  the  dis- 
ciple Matthew  a  collection  of  "Precepts  of  Our  Lord"  which  if  it  really 
existed  may  well  have  loan  the  Basis  of  the  collection  incorporated  in  the 
Gospel.  The  profundity  of  thought  and  the  distinctive  literary  style  of 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  and  the  parables  are  in  such  striking  contrast 
to  the  surrounding  portions  of  the  Gospel  that  one  feels  certain  they  must- 
have  come  jrom  Jesus  himself  If  one  is  ever  justified  in  inferring  from 
speech  the  personality  of  the  speaker,  this  is  surely  an  instance  of  it. 

The  Gospel  according  to  Matthew  was  especially  addressed  to  the  Jews 
in  an  effort  to  prove  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah  whom  they  had  expeded; 
hence  the  stress  upon  the  fulfilment  in  his  career  of  Old  Testament  proph- 
ecies and  also  upon  his  descent  from  David  (in  the  genealogical  table 
omitted  in  this  text) . 

As  the  value  of  the  Gospel  according  to  Matthew  lies  for  us  in  the  re- 
ported utterances  of  Jesus,  there  seemed  no  reason  for  reprinting  here  the 
narrative  sedions  taken  from  Mark,  except  that,  with  regard  to  the  Trial, 
Crucifixion,  and  Resurreflion,  even  slight  differences  among  the  Gospels 
possess  such  interest  that  it  seemed  well  to  include  all  four  accounts. 
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The  Birtk  of  Jesii5 

Now  THE  BIRTH  of  Jesus  Christ  was  on  this  wise:  when  as  his 
mother  Mary  was  espoused  to  Joseph,  before  they  came 
together,  she  was  found  with  child  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Then 
Joseph  her  husband,  being  a  just  man,  and  not  willing  to  make 
her  a  public  example,  was  minded  to  put  her  away  privily. 
But  while  he  thought  on  these  things,  behold,  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  appeared  unto  him  in  a  dream,  saying, 

"Joseph,  thou  son  of  David,  fear  not  to  take  unto  thee  Mary 
thy  wife:  for  that  which  is  conceived  in  her  is  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name 
JESUS:  for  he  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins." 

Now  all  this  was  done,  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was 
spoken  of  the  Lord  by  the  prophet,  saying, 

"Behold,  a  virgin  shall  le  with  chili, 
And  shall  Iring  forth  a  son, 
And  they  shall  call  his  name  Emmanuel, 
Which  leing  interpreted  is,  'God  with  us. '" 

Then  Joseph  being  raised  from  sleep  did  as  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  had  bidden  him,  and  took  unto  him  his  wife:  and  knew 
her  not  till  she  had  brought  forth  her  firstborn  son:  and  he  called 
his  name  JESUS. 

Now  when  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judaea  in  the  days 
of  Herod  the  king,  behold,  there  came  wise  men  from  the  east  to 
Jerusalem,  staying, 
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"Where  is  lie  that  is  born  King  of  the  Jews?  for  we  have  seen 
his  star  in  the  east,  and  are  come  to  worship  him/1 

When  Herod  the  king  had  heard  these  things,  he  was  trou- 
bled, and  all  Jerusalem  with  him.  And  when  he  had  gathered  all 
the  chief  priests  and  scribes  of  the  people  together,  he  demanded 
of  them  where  Christ  should  be  born.  And  they  said  unto  him, 
"in  Bethlehem  of  Judaea:  for  thus  it  is  written  by  the  prophet, 

"'And  them  Bethlehem,  in  the  land  of]uda, 
Art  not  the  least  among  the  princes  ofjuda: 
For  out  oflhee  shall  come  a  Governor, 
That  shall  rule  my  people  Israel.  '* 

Then  Herod,  when  he  had  privily  called  the  wise  men,  en- 
quired of  them  diligently  what  time  the  star  appeared.  And  he 
sent  them  to  Bethlehem,  and  said,  "Go  and  search  diligently 
for  the  young  child;  and  when  ye  have  found  him,  bring  me  word 
again,  that  I  may  come  and  worship  him  also." 

When  they  had  heard  the  king,  they  departed;  and,  lo,  the 
star,  which  they  saw  in  the  east,  went  before  them,  till  it  came 
and  stood  over  where  the  young  child  was.  When  they  saw  the 
star,  they  rejoiced  with  exceeding  great  joy.  And  when  they 
were  come  into  the  house,  they  saw  the  young  child  with  Mary 
his  mother,  and  fell  down,  and  worshipped  him;  and  when  they 
had  opened  their  treasures,  they  presented  unto  him  gifts;  gold, 
and  frankincense,  and  myrrh.  And  being  warned  of  God  in  a 
dream  that  they  should  not  return  to  Herod,  they  departed  into 
their  own  country  another  way. 

And  when  they  were  departed,  behold,  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
appeareth  to  Joseph  in  a  dream,  saying,  "Arise,  and  take  the 
young  child  and  his  mother,  and  flee  into  Egypt,  and  be  thou 
there  until  I  bring  thee  word:  for  Herod  will  seek  the  young 
child  to  destroy  him/' 

When  he  arose,  he  took  the  young  child  and  his  mother  by 
night,  and  departed  into  Egypt:  and  was  there  until  the  death 
of  Herod:  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  of  the 
Lord  by  the  prophet,  saying,  "Out  of  Egypt  have  I  called  my  son. " 
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Then  Herod,  when  he  saw  that  he  was  mocked  of  the  wise 
men,  was  exceedingly  wroth,  and  sent  forth,  and  slew  all  the 
children  that  were  in  Bethlehem,  and  in  all  the  coasts  thereof, 
from  two  years  old  and  under,  according  to  the  time  which  he 
had  diligently  enquired  of  the  wise  men.  Then  was  fulfilled 
that  which  was  spoken  by  Jeremy  the  prophet,  saying, 

"In  Rama  was  there  a  voice  heard, 
Lamentation,  and  weeping,  and  great  mourning, 
Rachel  weeping  for  her  children, 
And  would  not  he  comforted, 
Because  they  are  not" 

But  when  Herod  was  dead,  behold,  an  angel  of  the  Lord  ap- 
peareth  in  a  dream  to  Joseph  in  Egypt,  saying,  "Arise,  and  take 
the  young  child  and  his  mother,  and  go  into  the  land  of  Israel: 
for  they  are  dead  which  sought  the  young  child's  life." 

And  he  arose,  and  took  the  young  child  and  his  mother,  and 
came  into  the  land  of  Israel.  But  when  he  heard  that  Archelaus 
did  reign  in  Judaea  in  the  room  of  his  father  Herod,  he  was 
afraid  to  go  thither:  notwithstanding,  being  warned  of  God  in 
a  dream,  he  turned  aside  into  the  parts  of  Galilee.  And  he  came 
and  dwelt  in  a  city  called  Nazareth:  that  it  might  be  fulfilled 
which  was  spoken  by  the  prophets,  "He  shall  be  called  a 
Nazarene." 

The  Temptation 

Then  was  Jesus  led  up  of  the  spirit  into  the  wilderness  to  be 
tempted  of  the  devil.  And  when  he  had  fasted  forty  days  and 
forty  nights,  he  was  afterward  a-hungered.  And  when  the 
tempter  came  to  him,  he  said,  "If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  com- 
mand that  these  stones  be  made  bread."  But  he  answered  and 
said,  "It  is  written,  'Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God/" 

Then  the  devil  taketh  him  up  into  the  holy  city,  and  setteth 
him  on  a  pinnacle  of  the  temple.  And  Saith  unto  him,  "If  thou  be 
the  Son  of  God,  cast  thyself  down:  for  it  is  written, 
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"'He  shall  give  his  angels  charge  concerning  thee: 
And  in  their  hands  they  shall  lear  thee  up, 
Lest  at  any  time  thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone. '* 

Jesus  said  unto  him,  "It  is  written  again,  Thou  shalt  not  tempt 
the  Lord  thy  God. '" 

Again,  the  devil  taketh  him  up  into  an  exceeding  high  moun- 
tain, and  showeth  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the 
glory  of  them;  and  saith  unto  him,  "All  these  things  will  I  give 
thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worship  me/'  Then  saith  Jesus 
unto  him,  "Get  thee  hence,  Satan:  for  it  is  written,  Thou  shalt 
worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt  thou  serve. '  * 

Then  the  devil  leaveth  him,  and  behold,  angels  came  and 
ministered  unto  him. 

Now  when  Jesus  had  heard  that  John  was  cast  into  prison,  he 
departed  into  Galilee;  and  leaving  Nazareth,  he  came  and  dwelt 
in  Capernaum,  which  is  upon  the  sea  coast,  in  the  borders  of 
Zabulon  and  Nephthalim:  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was 
spoken  by  Esaias  the  prophet,  saying, 

"The  land  of  Zabulon,  and  the  land  ofl^ephthalim, 
By  the  way  of  the  sea,  leyond  Jordan, 
Galilee  of  the  Gentiles; 
The  people  which  sat  in  darkness 
Saw  great  light; 

And  to  them  which  sat  in  the  region  and  shadow  of  death 
Light  is  sprung  up." 

From  that  time  Jesus  began  to  preach,  and  to  say,  "Repent:  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand. " 

Tike  Sermon  on  the  Mount 

And  seeing  the  multitudes,  he  went  up  into  a  mountain:  and 
when  he  was  set,  his  disciples  came  unto  him:  and  he  opened 
his  mouth,  and  taught  them,  saying, 

"Blessed  are  tlie  poor  in  spirit: 
For  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
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Blessed  are  they  that  mourn: 
For  they  shall  le  comforted. 

Blessed  are  the  meek: 

For  they  shall  inherit  the  earth. 

Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness: 
For  they  shall  Refilled. 

Blessed  are  the  merciful: 
For  they  shall  obtain  mercy. 

Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart: 
For  they  shall  see  God. 

Blessed  are  the  peacemakers: 

For  they  shall  le  called  the  children  of  God. 

Blessed  are  they  which  are  persecuted  for  righteousness'  salce: 
For  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and 
shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  falsely,  for  my  sake. 

Rejoice,  and  le  exceeding  glad:  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven:  for 
so  persecuted  they  the  prophets  which  were  before  you. 

"Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth:  but  if  the  salt  have  lost  his  sa" 
vour,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted?  it  is  thenceforth  good  for 
nothing,  but  to  be  cast  out,  and  to  be  trodden  under  foot  of  men. 

"Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city  that  is  set  on  a  hill 
cannot  be  hid.  Neither  do  men  light  a  candle,  and  put  it  under 
a  bushel,  but  on  a  candlestick;  and  it  giveth  light  unto  all  that 
are  in  the  house.  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven. 

"Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the  law,  or  the  prophets: 
I  am  not  come  to  destroy,  but  to  fulfil.  For  verily  I  say  unto  you, 
Till  heaven  and  earth  pass,  one  jot  or  one  tittle  shall  in  no  wise 
pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be  fulfilled/  Whosoever  therefore 
shall  break  one  of  these-  least  commandments,  and  shall  teach 
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men  so,  he  shall  be  called  the  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven: 
but  whosoever  shall  do  and  teach  them,  the  same  shall  be  called 
great  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  For  I  say  unto  you,  'Except 
your  righteousness  shall  exceed  the  righteousness  of  the  scribes 
and  Pharisees,  ye  shall  in  no  case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven/ 

"Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said  by  them  of  old  time,  Thou 
shalt  not  kill';  and  whosoever  shall  kill  shall  be  in  danger  of 
the  judgment.  But  I  say  unto  you,  'Whosoever  is  angry  with  his 
brother  without  a  cause  shall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment:  and 
whosoever  shall  say  to  his  brother,  "Raca,"  shall  be  in  danger 
of  the  council:  but  whosoever  shall  say,  "Thou  fool,"  shall  be  in 
danger  of  hell  fire. '  Therefore  if  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar, 
and  there  rememberest  that  thy  brother  hath  ought  against  thee; 
leave  there  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way;  first  be 
reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and  then  come  and  offer  thy  gift. 
Agree  with  thine  adversary  quickly,  while  thou  art  in  the  way 
with  him;  lest  at  any  time  the  adversary  deliver  thee  to  the 
judge,  and  the  judge  deliver  thee  to  the  officer,  and  thou  be  cast 
into  prison.  Verily  I  say  unto  thee,  Thou  shalt  by  no  means 
come  out  thence,  till  thou  hast  paid  the  uttermost  farthing. ' 

"Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said  by  them  of  old  time,  Thou 
shalt  not  commit  adultery. '  But  I  say  unto  you,  'Whosoever  look- 
eth  on  a  woman  to  lust  after  her  hath  committed  adultery  with 
her  already  in  his  heart.  And  if  thy  right  eye  offend  thee,  pluck 
it  out,  and  cast  it  from  thee:  for  it  is  profitable  for  thee  that  one 
of  thy  members  should  perish,  and  not  that  thy  whole  body 
should  be  cast  into  hell.  And  if  thy  right  hand  offend  thee, 
cut  it  off,  and  cast  it  from  thee:  for  it  is  profitable  for  thee  that 
one  of  thy  members  should  perish,  and  not  that  thy  whole  body 
should  be  cast  into  hell '  It  hath  been  said,  'Whosoever  shall 
put  away  his  wife,  let  him  give  her  a  writing  of  divorcement/ 
But  I  say  unto  you,  'Whosoever  shall  put  away  his  wife,  saving 
for  the  cause  of  fornication,  causeth  her  to  commit  adultery:  and 
whosoever  shall  marry  her  that  -is  divorced  committeth  adul- 
tery/ 
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"Again,  ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said  by  them  of  old 
time,  'Thou  shalt  not  forswear  thyself,  but  shalt  perform  unto 
the  Lord  thine  oaths/  But  I  say  unto  you,  'Swear  not  at  all; 
neither  by  heaven;  for  it  is  God's  throne:  nor  by  the  earth;  for  it 
is  his  footstool:  neither  by  Jerusalem;  for  it  is  the  city  of  the 
great  King.  Neither  shalt  thou  swear  by  thy  head,  because  thou 
canst  not  make  one  hair  white  or  black.  But  let  your  communi^ 
cation  be,  "Yea,  yea";  "Nay,  nay":  for  whatsoever  is  more  than 
these  cometh  of  evil. ' 

"Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  'An  eye  for  an  eye,  and 
a  tooth  for  a  tooth/  But  I  say  unto  you,  'Resist  not  evil:  but 
whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  thy  right  cheek,  turn  to  him  the 
other  also.  And  if  any  man  will  sue  thee  at  the  law,  and  take 
away  thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy  cloak  also.  And  whosoever 
shall  compel  thee  to  go  a  mile,  go  with  him  twain.  Give  to  him 
that  asketh  thee,  and  from  him  that  would  borrow  of  thee  turn 
not  thou  away.  * 

"Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbour,  and  hate  thine  enemy/  But  I  say  unto  you,  'Love 
your  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that 
hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use  you,  and 
persecute  you;  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven:  for  he  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the 
good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust/  For  if  ye 
love  them  which  love  you,  what  reward  have  ye?  do  not  even 
the  publicans  the  same?  And  if  ye  salute  your  brethren  only, 
what  do  ye  more  than  others?  do  not  even  the  publicans  so?  Be 
ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is 
perfect. 

"Take  heed  that  ye  do  not  your  alms  before  men,  to  be  seen 
of  them:  otherwise  ye  have  no  reward  of  your  Father  which  is 
in  heaven.  Therefore  when  thou  doest  thine  alms,  do  not  sound 
a  trumpet  before  thee,  as  the  hypocrites  do  in  the  synagogues 
and  in  the  streets,  that  they  may  have  glory  of  men.  Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  'They  have  their  reward/  But  when  thou  doest  alms, 
let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth:  that 
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thine  alms  may  be  in  secret:  and  thy  Father  which  seeth  in 
secret  himself  shall  reward  thee  openly. 

"And  when  thou  prayest,  thou  shalt  not  be  as  the  hypocrites 
are:  for  they  love  to  pray  standing  in  the  synagogues  and  in  the 
corners  of  the  streets,  that  they  may  be  seen  of  men.  Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  They  have  their  reward/  But  thou,  when  thou  pray- 
est, enter  into  thy  closet,  and  when  thou  hast  shut  thy  door, 
pray  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  secret;  and  thy  Father  which 
seeth  in  secret  shall  reward  thee  openly.  But  when  ye  pray,  use 
not  vain  repetitions,  as  the  heathen  do:  for  they  think  that  they 
shall  be  heard  for  their  much  speaking.  Be  not  ye  therefore  like 
unto  them:  for  your  Father  knoweth  what  things  ye  have  need 
of,  before  ye  ask  him.  After  this  manner  therefore  pray  ye: 


Father  which  art  in  heaven, 
Hallowed  he  thy  name. 
Thy  Icing  Horn  come. 
Thy  will  lot  done 
In  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven. 

Give  us  this  day 

Our  daily  Iread. 

And  forgive  us  our  delts, 

As  we  forgive  our  debtors. 

And  lead  us  not  into  temptation, 

But  deliver  us  from  evil: 

For  thine  is  the  kingdom, 
And  the  power, 
And  the  glory, 
For  ever.  Amen.  ' 

"For  if  ye  forgive  men  their  trespasses,  your  heavenly  Father 
will  also  forgive  you:  but  if  ye  forgive  not  men  their  trespasses, 
neither  will  your  Father  forgive  your  trespasses. 

"Moreover  when  ye  fast,  be  not,  as  the  hypocrites,  of  a  sad 
countenance:  for  they  disfigure  their  faces,  that  they  may  appear 
unto  men  to  fast.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  'They  have  their  re- 
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ward. '  But  thou,  when  thou  fastest,  anoint  thine  Lead,  and  wash 
thy  face;  that  thou  appear  not  unto  men  to  fast,  but  unto  thy 
Father  which  is  in  secret:  and  thy  Father,  which  seeth  in  secret 
shall  reward  thee  openly. 

"Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth, 
Where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt, 
And  where  thieves  break  through  and  steal: 

But  lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven, 
Where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt, 
And  where  thieves  do  not  Break  through  nor  steal. 

For  where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also. 

"The  light  of  the  body  is  the  eye:  if  therefore  thine  eye  be 
single,  thy  whole  body  shall  be  full  of  light.  But  if  thine  eye  be 
evil,  thy  whole  body  shall  be  full  of  darkness.  If  therefore  the 
light  that  is  in  thee  be  darkness,  how  great  is  that  darkness ! 

"No  man  can  serve  two  masters:  for  either  he  will  hate  the 
one,  and  love  the  other;  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the  one,  and  de- 
spise the  other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  Mammon. 

"Therefore  I  say  unto  you,  'Take  no  thought  for  your  life, 
what  ye  shall  eat,  or  what  ye  shall  drink;  nor  yet  for  your  body, 
what  ye  shall  put  on/  Is  not  the  life  more  than  meat,  and  the 
body  than  raiment?  Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air:  for  they  sow 
not,  neither  do  they  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns;  yet  your  heav- 
enly Father  feedeth  them.  Are  ye  not  much  better  than  they? 
Which  of  you  by  taking  thought  can  add  one  cubit  unto  his 
stature?  And  why  take  ye  thought  for  raiment?  Consider  the 
lilies  of  the  field,  how  they  grow;  they  toil  not,  neither  do  they 
spin:  and  yet  I  say  unto  you  that  even  Solomon  in  all  his  glory 
was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these. 

"Wherefore,  if  God  so  clothe  the  grass  of  the  field,  which  to- 
day is,  and  to-morrow  is  cast  into  the  oven,  shall  he  not  much 
more  clothe  you,  O  ye  of  little  faith?  Therefore  take  no  thought, 
saying,  'What  shall  we  eat?'  or,  'What  shall  we  drink?'  or, 
'Wherewithal  shall  we  be  clothed?'  (For  after  all  these  things 
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do  tlie  Gentiles  seek):  for  your  heavenly  Father  knoweth  that 
ye  have  need  of  all  these  things.  But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  his  righteousness;  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added 
unto  you.  Take  therefore  no  thought  for  the  morrow:  for  the 
morrow  shall  take  thought  for  the  things  of  itself.  Sufficient 
unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. 

"Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged.  For  with  what  judgment 
ye  judge,  ye  shall  be  judged:  and  with  what  measure  ye  mete, 
it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again.  And  why  beholdest  thou  the 
mote  that  is  in  thy  brother's  eye,  but  considerest  not  the  beam 
that  is  in  thine  own  eye?  Or  how  wilt  thou  say  to  thy  brother, 
'Let  me  pull  out  the  mote  out  of  thine  eye';  and,  behold,  a  beam 
is  in  thine  own  eye?  Thou  hypocrite,  first  cast  out  the  beam  out 
of  thine  own  eye;  and  then  shalt  thou  see  clearly  to  cast  out  the 
mote  out  of  thy  brother's  eye. 

"Give  not  that  which  is  holy  unto  the  Hogs, 
Neither  cast  ye  your  pearls  lefore  swine, 
Lest  they  trample  them  under  their  feet, 
And  turn  again  and  rend  you. 

»  Ask,  and  it  shall  he  given  you] 
Seek,  and  ye  shall  find; 
Knock,  and  it  shall  he  opened  unto  you: 

For  every  one  that  aslceth  receiveth; 

And  he  that  seekethfindeth; 

And  to  him  that  fenoclteth  it  shall  le  opened. 

Or  what  man  is  there  of  you,  whom  if  his  son  ask  bread,  will 
he  give  him  a  stone?  Or  if  he  ask  a  fish,  will  he  give  him  a  ser- 
pent? If  ye  then,  being  evil;  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto 
your  children,  how  much  more  shall  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven  give  good  things  to  them  that  ask  him?  Therefore  all 
things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye 
even  so  to  them:  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets. 

"Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate:  for  wide  is  the  gate,  and  broad 
is  the  way,  that  leadeth  to  destruction,  and  many  there  be 
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which  go  in  thereat:  because  strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the 
way,  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it. 

"Beware  of  false  prophets,  which  come  to  you  in  sheep's 
clothing,  but  inwardly  they  are  ravening  wolves.  Ye  shall 
know  them  by  their  fruits.  Do  men  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or 
figs  of  thistles?  Even  so  every  good  tree  bringeth  forth  good 
fruit;  but  a  corrupt  tree  bringeth  forth  evil  fruit.  A  good  tree 
cannot  bring  forth  evil  fruit,  neither  can  a  corrupt  tree  bring 
forth  good  fruit.  Every  tree  that  bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit 
is  hewn  down,  and  cast  into  the  fire.  Wherefore  by  their  fruits 
ye  shall  know  them. 

"Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me,  'Lord,  Lord/  shall  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven.  Many  will  say  to  me  in  that  day, 
'Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  prophesied  in  thy  name?  and  in  thy 
name  have  cast  out  devils?  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonder- 
ful works?'  And  then  will  I  profess  unto  them,  1  never  knew 
you:  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity* ' 

"Therefore  whosoever  heareth  these  sayings  of  mine,  and 
doeth  them,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wise  man,  which  built  his 
house  upon  a  rock:  and  the  rain  descended,  and  the  floods  came 
and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  house;  and  it  fell  not: 
for  it  was  founded  upon  a  rock.  And  every  one  that  heareth 
these  sayings  of  mine,  and  doeth  them  not,  shall  be  likened  unto 
a  foolish  man,  which  built  his  house  upon  the  sand:  and  the  rain 
descended,  and  the  floods  came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat 
upon  that  house;  and  it  fell:  and  great  was  the  fall  of  it." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jesus  had  ended  these  sayings,  the 
people  were  astonished  at  his  doctrine:  for  he  taught  them  as 
one  having  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes. 

Jesus  and  John  the  Baptist 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jesus  had  made  an  end  of  com- 
manding his  twelve  disciples,  he  departed  thence  to  teach  and 
to  preach  in  their  cities.  Now  when  John  had  heard  in  the 
prison  the  works  of  Christ,  he  sent  two  of  his  disciples,  and 
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said  unto  him,  "Art  thou  he  that  should  come,  or  do  we  look  for 
another?" 

Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  them, 

"Go  and  show  John  again  those  things  which  ye  do  hear  and 
see:  the  blind  receive  their  sight,  and  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers 
are  cleansed,  and  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  raised  up,  and  the 
poor  have  the  gospel  preached  to  them.  And  blessed  is  he,  who- 
soever shall  not  be  offended  in  me. " 

And  as  they  departed  Jesus  began  to  say  unto  the  multitudes 
concerning  John, 

"What  went  ye  out  into  the  wilderness  to  see?  A  reed 
shaken  with  the  wind?  But  what  went  ye  out  for  to  see?  A  man 
clothed  in  soft  raiment?  behold,  they  that  wear  soft  clothing 
are  in  kings'  houses.  But  what  went  ye  out  for  to  see?  A  prophet? 
yea,  I  say  unto  you,  and  more  than  a  prophet. 

"For  this  is  he,  of  whom  it  is  written,  'Behold,  I  send  my 
messenger  before  thy  face,  which  shall  prepare  thy  way  before 
thee. '  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  'Among  them  that  are  born  of 
women  there  hath  not  risen  a  greater  than  John  the  Baptist:  not- 
withstanding he  that  is  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  greater 
than  he.  And  from  the  days  of  John  the  Baptist  until  now  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  suffer  eth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by 
force.  For  all  the  prophets  and  the  law  prophesied  until  John. 
And  if  ye  will  receive  it,  this  is  Elias,  which  was  for  to  come. 
He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear. ' 

"But  whereunto  shall  I  liken  this  generation?  It  is  like  unto 
children  sitting  in  the  markets,  and  calling  unto  their  fellows, 
and  saying,  'We  have  piped  unto  you,  and  ye  have  not  danced; 
we  have  mourned  unto  you,  and  ye  have  not  lamented. '  For  John 
came  neither  eating  nor  drinking,  and  they  say,  'He  hath  a 
devil/  The  Son  of  Man  came  eating  and  drinking,  and  they  say, 
'Behold  a  man  gluttonous,  and  a  winebibber,  a  friend  of  pub- 
licans and  sinners. '  But  wisdom  is  justified  of  her  children/1 

Then  began  he  to  upbraid  the  cities  wherein  most  of  his 
mighty  works  Xvere  done,  because  they  repented  not: 

"Woe  unto  thee,  Chorazin!  woe  unto  thee,  Bethsaida!  for  if 
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the  mighty  works,  which  were  done  in  you,  had  been  done  in 
Tyre  and  Sidon,  they  would  have  repented  long  ago  in  sack- 
cloth and  ashes.  But  I  say  unto  you,  It  shall  be  more  tolerable  for 
Tyre  and  Sidon  at  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  you/  And  thou, 
Capernaum,  which  art  exalted  unto  heaven,  shalt  be  brought 
down  to  hell:  for  if  the  mighty  works,  which  have  been  done  in 
thee,  had  been  done  in  Sodom,  it  would  have  remained  until 
this  day.  But  I  say  unto  you  that  it  shall  be  more  tolerable  for 
the  land  of  Sodom  in  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  thee/' 

At  that  time  Jesus  answered  and  said, 

"I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  because 
thou  hast  hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast 
revealed  them  unto  babes.  Even  so,  Father:  for  so  it  seemed 
good  in  thy  sight.  All  things  are  delivered  unto  me  of  my  Fa- 
ther: and  no  man  knoweth  the  Son,  but  the  Father;  neither 
knoweth  any  man  the  Father,  save  the  Son,  and  he  to  whomso- 
ever the  Son  will  reveal  him. 

"Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me;  for 
I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  is  light." 

Parables  of  the.  Kingdom 

The  same  day  went  Jesus  out  of  the  house,  and  sat  by  the  sea 
side.  And  great  multitudes  were  gathered  together  unto  him, 
so  that  he  went  into  a  ship,  and  sat;  and  the  whole  multitude 
stood  on  the  shore.  And  he  spoke  many  things  unto  them  in 
parables,  saying, 

,  "Behold,  a  sower  went  forth  to  sow.  And  when  he  sowed, 
some  seeds  fell  by  the  way  side,  and  the  fowls  came  and  de- 
voured them  up.  Some  fell  upon  stony  places,  where  they  had 
not  much  earth:  and  forthwith  they  sprung  up,  because  they 
had  no  deepness  of  earth:  and  when  the  sun  was  up,  they  were 
scorched;  and  because  they  had  no  root,  they  withered  away. 
And  some  fell  among  thorns;  and  the  thorns  sprung  up,  and 
choked  them.  But  other  fell  into  good  ground,  and  brought 
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forth  fruit,  some  a  hundredfold,  some  sixtyfold,  some  thirty- 
fold.  Who  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.  * 

And  the  disciples  came,  and  said  unto  him,  "Why  speakest 
thou  unto  them  in  parables?" 

He  answered  and  said  unto  them.;  "Because  it  is  given  unto 
you  to  know  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  to 
them  it  is  not  given.  For  whosoever  hath,  to  him  shall  be  given, 
and  he  shall  have  more  abundance;  but  whosoever  hath  not, 
from  him  shall  be  taken  away  even  that  he  hath.  Therefore 
speak  I  to  them  in  parables:  because  they  seeing  see  not;  and 
hearing  they  hear  not,  neither  do  they  understand.  And  in  them 
is  fulfilled  the  prophecy  of  Esaias,  which  saith,  'By  hearing  ye 
shall  hear,  and  shall  not  understand;  and  seeing  ye  shall  see,  and 
shall  not  perceive':  for  this  people's  heart  is  waxed  gross,  and 
their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes  they  have  closed; 
lest  at  any  time  they  should  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with 
their  ears,  and  should  understand  with  their  heart,  and  should 
be  converted,  and  I  should  heal  them.  But  blessed  are  your  eyes, 
for  they  see:  and  your  ears,  for  they  hear.  For  verily  I  say  unto 
you  that  many  prophets  and  righteous  men  have  desired  to  see 
those  things  which  ye  see,  and  have  not  seen  them;  and  to  hear, 
those  things  which  ye  hear,  and  have  not  heard  them. 

"Hear  ye  therefore  the  parable  of  the  sower.  When  any  one 
heareth  the  word  of  the  kingdom,  and  understandeth  it  not, 
then  cometh  the  wicked  one,  and  catcheth  away  that  which  was 
sown  in  his  heart.  This  is  he  which  received  seed  by  the  way 
side.  But  he  that  received  the  seed  into  stony  places,  the  same 
is  he  that  heareth  the  word,  and  anon  with  joy  receiveth  it;  yet 
hath  he  not  root  in  himself,  but  endureth  for  a  while:  for  when 
tribulation  or  persecution  ariseth  because  of  the  word,  by  and 
by  he  is  offended.  He  also  that  received  seed  among  the  thorns 
is  he  that  heareth  the  word;  and  the  care  of  this  world,  and  the 
deceitfulness  of  riches,  choke  the  word,  and  he  becometh  un- 
fruitful. But  he  that  received  seed  into  the  good  ground  is  he 
that  heareth  the  word,  and  understandeth  it;  which  also  beareth 
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fruit,  and  bringeth  forth,  some  a  hundredfold,  some  sixty,  some 
thirty/ 

Another  parable  put  he  forth  unto  them,  saying, 
"The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  likened  unto  a  man  which  sowed 
good  seed  in  his  field.  But  while  men  slept,  his  enemy  came  and 
sowed  tares  among  the  wheat,  and  went  his  way.  But  when  the 
blade  was  sprung  up,  and  brought  forth  fruit,  then  appeared  the 
tares  also.  So  the  servants  of  the  householder  came  and  said 
unto  him,  'Sir,  didst  not  thou  sow  good  seed  in  thy  field?  from 
whence  then  hath  it  tares?'  He  said  unto  them,  'An  enemy  hath 
done  this. '  The  servants  said  unto  him, c  Wilt  thou  then  that  we 
go  and  gather  them  up?3  But  he  said,  'Nay;  lest  while  ye  gather 
up  the  tares,  ye  root  up  also  the  wheat  with  them.  Let  both 
grow  together  until  the  harvest:  and  in  the  time  of  harvest  I  will 
say  to  the  reapers,  "Gather  ye  together  first  the  tares,  and  bind 
them  in  bundles  to  burn  them:  but  gather  the  wheat  into  my 

W»  in 
. 

Another  parable  put  he  forth  unto  them,  saying, 

"The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to  a  grain  of  mustard  seed, 
which  a  man  took,  and  sowed  in  his  field:  which  indeed  is  the 
least  of  all  seeds:  but  when  it  is  grown,  it  is  the  greatest  among 
herbs,  and  becometh  a  tree,  so  that  the  birds  of  the  air  come  and 
lodge  in  the  branches  thereof.  * 

Another  parable  spoke  he  unto  them: 

"The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  leaven,  which  a  woman 
took,  and  hid  in  three  measures  of  meal,  till  the  whole  was 
leavened."  All  these  things  spoke  Jesus  unto  the  multitude  in 
parables;  and  without  a  parable  spoke  he  not  unto  them:  that  it 
might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet,  saying, 

"I  will  open  my  mouth  in  -parables; 

I  will  utter  things  which  have  teen  kept  secret  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world." 

Then  Jesus  sent  the  multitude  away,  and  went  into  the  house: 
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and  his  disciples  came  unto  him,  saying,  "Declare  unto  us  the 
parable  of  the  tares  of  the  field/1 

He  answered  and  said  unto  them,  "He  that  soweth  the  good 
seed  is  the  Son  of  Man;  the  field  is  the  world;  the  good  seed  are 
the  children  of  the  kingdom;  but  the  tares  are  the  children  of 
the  wicked  one;  the  enemy  that  sowed  them  is  the  devil;  the 
harvest  is  the  end  of  the  world;  and  the  reapers  are  the  angels. 
As  therefore  the  tares  are  gathered  and  burned  in  the  fire;  so 
shall  it  be  in  the  end  of  this  world.  The  Son  of  Man  shall  send 
forth  his  angels,  and  they  shall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all 
things  that  offend,  and  them  which  do  iniquity;  and  shall  cast 
them  into  a  furnace  of  fire:  there  shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing 
of  teetk  Then  shall  the  righteous  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the 
kingdom  of  their  Father.  Who  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear. 

"Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  treasure  hid  in  a 
field;  the  which  when  a  man  hath  found,  he  hideth,  and  for  joy 
thereof  goeth  and  selleth  all  that  he  hath,  and  buyeth  that  field. 

"Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  merchant  man, 
seeking  goodly  pearls,  who,  when  he  had  found  one  pearl  of 
great  price,  went  and  sold  all  that  he  had,  and  bought  it. 

"Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  net,  that  was 
cast  into  the  sea,  and  gathered  of  every  kind:  which,  when  it 
was  full,  they  drew  to  shore,  and  sat  down,  and  gathered  the 
good  into  vessels,  but  cast  the  bad  away.  So  shall  it  be  at  the 
end  of  the  world:  the  angels  shall  come  forth,  and  sever  the 
wicked  from  among  the  just,  and  shall  cast  them  into  the  fur- 
nace of  fire:  there  shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth/' 

Jesus  saith  unto  them,  "Have  ye  understood  all  these  things?" 

They  say  unto  him,  "Yea,  Lord/' 

Then  said  he  unto  them, 

"Therefore  every  scribe  which  is  instructed  unto  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  man  that  is  a  householder,  which 
bringeth  forth  out  of  his  treasure  things  new  and  old/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Jesus  had  finished  these  par- 
ables, he  departed  thence. 
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Then  came  Peter  to  him,  and  said,  "Lord,  how  oft  shall  my 
brother  sin  against  me,  and  I  forgive  him?  till  seven  times?" 

Jesus  saith  unto  him,  "I  say  not  unto  thee,  'Until  seven  times': 
but,  'Until  seventy  times  seven/ 

"Therefore  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  likened  unto  a  certain 
king,  which  would  take  account  of  his  servants.  And  when  he 
had  begun  to  reckon,  one  was  brought  unto  him,  which  owed 
him  ten  thousand  talents.  But  forasmuch  as  he  had  not  to  pay, 
his  lord  commanded  him  to  be  sold,  and  his  wife,  and  children, 
and  all  that  he  had,  and  payment  to  be  made.  The  servant  there- 
fore  fell  down,  and  worshipped  him,  saying,  'Lord,  have  pa- 
tience with  me,  and  I  will  pay  thee  all. '  Then  the  lord  of  that 
servant  was  moved  with  compassion,  and  loosed  him,  and  for- 
gave him  the  debt. 

"But  the  same  servant  went  out,  and  found  one'of  his  fellow 
servants,  which  owed  him  a  hundred  pence:  and  he  laid  hands 
on  him,  and  took  him  by  the  throat,  saying,  'Pay  me  that  thou 
owest/  And  his  fellowservant  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  be- 
sought him,  saying,  'Have  patience  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  thee 
all. '  And  he  would  not:  but  went  and  cast  him  into  prison,  till 
he  should  pay  the  debt.  So  when  his  fellowservants  saw  what 
was  done,  they  were  very  sorry,  and  came  and  told  unto  their 
lord  all  that  was  done.  Then  his  lord,  after  that  he  had  called 
him,  said  unto  him,  'O  thou  wicked  servant,  I  forgave  thee  all 
that  debt,  because  thou  desiredst  me.  Shouldest  not  thou  also 
have  had  compassion  on  thy  fellowservant,  even  as  I  had  pity  on 
thee?3  And  his  lord  was  wroth,  and  delivered  him  to  the  tor- 
mentors, till  he  should  pay  all  that  was  due  unto  him.  So  like- 
wise shall  my  heavenly  Father  do  also  unto  you,  if  ye  from  your 
hearts  forgive  not  every  one  his  brother  their  trespasses/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Jesus  had  finished  these  say- 
ings, he  departed  from  Galilee,  and  came  into  the  coasts  of  Ju- 
dasa  beyond  Jordan;  and  great  multitudes  followed  him;  and  he 
healed  them  there.  , 

The  Pharisees  also  came  unto  him,  tempting  him,  and  saying 
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unto  him,  "Is  it  lawful  for  a  man  to  put  away  his  wife  for  every 
cause?" 

And  he  answered  and  said  unto  them,  "Have  ye  not  read 
that  he  which  made  them  at  the  beginning  made  them  male  and 
female,  and  said,  Tor  this  cause  shall  a  man  leave  father  and 
mother,  and  shall  cleave  to  his  wife:  and  they  twain  shall  be 
one  flesh'?  Wherefore  they  are  no  more  twain,  but  one  flesh. 
What  therefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let  not  man  put 
asunder. n 

They  say  unto  him,  "Why  did  Moses  then  command  to  give  a 
writing  of  divorcement,  and  to  put  her  away?" 

He  saith  unto  them, 

"Moses  because  of  the  hardness  of  your  hearts  suffered  you  to 
put  away  your  wives:  but  from  the  beginning  it  was  not  so. 
And  I  say  unto  you,  'Whosoever  shall  put  away  his  wife,  except 
it  be  for  fornication,  and  shall  marry  another,  committeth  adul^ 
tery:  and  whoso  marrieth  her  which  is  put  away  doth  commit 
adultery/" 

His  disciples  say  unto  him,  "If  the  case  of  the  man  be  so  with 
his  wife,  it  is  not  good  to  marry/' 

But  he  said  unto  them, 

"All  men  cannot  receive  this  saying,  save  they  to  whom  it  is 
given.  For  there  are  some  eunuchs,  which  were  so  born  from 
their  mother's  womb:  and  there  are  some  eunuchs,  which  were 
made  eunuchs  of  men:  and  there  be  eunuchs,  which  have  made 
themselves  eunuchs  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven's  sake.  He  that  is 
able  to  receive  it,  let  him  receive  it." 

Then  were  there  brought  unto  him  little  children,  that  he 
should  put  his  hands  on  them,  and  pray:  and  the  disciples  re- 
buked them.  But  Jesus  said, 

"Suffer  little  children,  and  forbid  them  not,  to  come  unto  me: 
for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

And  he  laid  his  hands  on  them,  and, departed  thence. 

And,  behold,  one  came  and  said  unto  him,  "Good  Master, 
what  good  thing  shall  I  do,  that  I  may- have  eternal  life?" 
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And  he  said  unto  him, 

"Why  callest  them  me  good?  there  is  none  good  but  one,  that 
is,  God:  but  if  thou  wilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  command** 
meats" 

He  saith  unto  him,  "Which?* 

Jesus  said,  "Thou  shalt  do  no  murder,  thou  shalt  not  commit 
adultery,  thou  shalt  not  steal,  thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness; 
honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother:  and,  thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bour as  thyself." 

The  young  man  saith  unto  him,  "All  these  things  haye  I  kept 
from  my  youth  up:  what  lack  I  yet?" 

Jesus  said  unto  him, 

"If  thou  wilt  be  perfect,  go  and  sell  that  thou  hast,  and  give 
to  the  poor,  and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in  heaven:  and  come 
and  follow  me." 

But  when  the  young  man  heard  that  saying,  he  went  away 
sorrowful:  for  he  had  great  possessions. 

Then  said  Jesus  unto  his  disciples, 

"Verily  I  say  unto  you  that  a  rich  man  shall  hardly  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  And  again  I  say  unto  you,  'It  is  easier 
for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich 
man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. "' 

When  his  disciples  heard  it,  they  were  exceedingly  amazed, 
saying,  "Who  then  can  be  saved?" 

But  Jesus  beheld  them,  and  said  unto  them, 

"With  men  this  is  impossible;  but  with  God  all  things  are 
possible/' 

Then  answered  Peter  and  said  unto  him,  "Behold,  we  have 
forsaken  all,  and  followed  thee;  what  shall  we  have  therefore?" 

And  Jesus  said  unto  them, 

"Verily  I  say  unto  you  that  ye  which  have  followed  me,  in 
the  regeneratioii  when  the  Son  of  Man  shall  sit  in  the  throne  of 
his  glory,  ye  also  shall  sit  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  And  every  one  that  hath  forsaken  houses, 
or  brethren,  or  sisters,  or  father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  children, 
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or  lands,  for  my  name's  sake,  shall  receive  a  hundredfold,  and 
shall  inherit  everlasting  life.  But  many  that  are  first  shall  be  last; 
and  the  last  shall  be  first. 

"For  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  man  that  is  a 
householder,  which  went  out  early  in  the  morning  to  hire  la- 
bourers into  his  vineyard.  And  when  he  had  agreed  with  the 
labourers  for  a  penny  a  day,  he  sent  them  into  his  vineyard.  And 
he  weat  out  about  the  third  hour,  and  saw  others  standing  idle 
in  the  marketplace,  and  said  unto  them,  'Go  ye  also  into  the 
vineyard,  and  whatsoever  is  right  I  will  give  you. '  And  they 
went  their  way.  Again  he  -went  out  about  the  sixth  and  ninth 
hour,  and  did  likewise.  And  about  the  eleventh  hour  he  went 
out,  and  found  others  standing  idle,  and  saith  unto  them,  'Why 
stand  ye  here  all  the  day  idle?'  They  say  unto  him,  'Because  no 
man  hath  hired  us/  He  saith  unto  them,  'Go  ye  also  into  the 
vineyard;  and  whatsoever  is  right,  that  shall  ye  receive.  * 

"So  when  even  was  come,  the  lord  of  the  vineyard  saith  unto 
his  steward,  'Call  the  labourers,  and  give  them  their  hire,  be- 
ginning from  the  last  unto  the  first. '  And  when  they  came  that 
were  hired  about  the  eleventh  hour,  they  received  every  man  a 
penny.  But  when  the  first  came,  they  supposed  that  they  should 
have  received  more;  and  they  likewise  received  every  man  a 
penny.  And  when  they  had  received  it,  they  murmured  against 
the  goodman  of  the  house,  saying,  These  last  have  wrought  but 
one  hour,  and  thou  hast  made  them  equal  unto  us,  which  have 
borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day. J  But  he  answered  one  of 
them,  and  said,  'Friend,  I  do  thee  no  wrong:  didst  not  thou 
agree  with  me  for  a  penny?  Take  that  thine  is,  and  go  thy  way: 
I  will  give  unto  this  last,  even  as  unto  thee.  Is  it  not  lawful  for 
me  to  do  what  I  will  with  mine  own?  Is  thine  eye  evil,  because 
I  am  good?'  So  the  last  shall  be  first,  and  the  first  last:  for  many 
be  called,  but  few  chosen/' 

•   On  the  Priests,  Scriles,  and  Pharisees 

And  when  he  was  come  into  the  temple,  the  chief  priests 
and  the  elders  of  the  people  came  unto  him  as  he  was  teaching, 
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and  said,  "By  what  authority  doest  thou  these  things?  and  who 
gave  thee  this  authority?" 

And  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  them, 

"I  also  will  ask  you  one  thing,  which  if  ye  tell  me,  I  in  like 
wise  will  tell  you  by  what  authority  I  do  these  things.  The  bap- 
tism of  John,  whence  was  it?  from  heaven,  or  of  men?" 

And  they  reasoned  with  themselves,  saying,  "If  we  shall  say, 
'From  heaven';  he  will  say  unto  us,  'Why  did  ye  not  then  be- 
lieve him?'  But  if  we  shall  say,  'Of  men';  we  fear  the  people;  for 
all  hold  John  as  a  prophet,"  And  they  answered  Jesus,  and  said, 
"We  cannot  tell." 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Neither  tell  I  you  by  what  authority 
I  do  these  things. 

"But  what  think  ye?  A  certain  man  had  two  sons;  and  he  came 
to  the  first,  and  said,  'Son,  go  work  to-day  in  my  vineyard/  He 
answered  and  said,  'I  will  not':  but  afterward  he  repented,  and 
went.  And  he  came  to  the  second,  and  said  likewise.  And  he 
answered  and  said,  'I  go,  sir':  and  went  not.  Whether  of  them 
twain  did  the  will  of  his  father?" 

They  say  unto  him,  "The  first." 

Jesus  saith  unto  them, 

"Verily  I  say  unto  you  that  the  publicans  and  the  harlots  go 
into  the  kingdom  of  God  before  you.  For  John  came  unto  you  in 
the  way  of  righteousness,  and  ye  believed  him  not:  but  the  pub- 
licans and  the  harlots  believed  him:  and  ye,  when  ye  had  seen  it, 
repented  not  afterward,  that  ye  might  believe  him. 

"Hear  another  parable:  there  was  a  certain  householder,  which 
planted  a  vineyard,  and  hedged  it  round  about,  and  digged  a 
winepress  in  it,  and  built  a  tower,  and  let  it  out  to  husband- 
men, and  went  into  a  far  country:  and  when  the  time  of  the  fruit 
drew  near,  he  sent  his  servants  to  the  husbandmen,  that  they 
might  receive  the  fruits  of  it.  And  the  husbandmen  took  his 
servants,  and  beat  one,  and  killed  another,  and  stoned  another. 
Again,  he  sent  other  servants  more  than  the  first:  and  they  did 
unto  them  likewise.  But  last  of  all  he  sent  unto  them  his  son, 
saying,  'They  will  reverence  my  son. '  But  when  the  husband- 
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men  saw  the  son,  they  said  among  themselves,  This  is  the  heir; 
come,  let  us  kill  him,  and  let  us  seize  on  his  inheritance. '  And 
they  caught  him,  and  cast  him  out  of  the  vineyard,  and  slew  him. 
When  the  lord  therefore  of  the  vineyard  cometh,  what  will  he 
do  unto  those  husbandmen?" 

They  say  unto  him,  "He  will  miserably  destroy  those  wicked 
men,  and  will  let  out  his  vineyard  unto  other  husbandmen, 
which  shall  render  him  the  fruits  in  their  seasons." 

Jesus  saith  unto  them,  "Did  ye  never  read  in  the  scriptures, 

"'The  stone  w\i&\,  the  luiliers  rejeded, 
The  same  is  become  tlie  head  of  the  corner: 
This  is  the  Lord's  doing, 
And  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes'? 

Therefore  say  I  unto  you,  'The  kingdom  of  God  shall  be  taken 
from  you,  and  given  to  a  nation  bringing  forth  the  fruits  thereof. 
And  whosoever  shall  fall  on  this  stone  shall  be  broken:  but  on 
whomsoever  it  shall  fall,  it  will  grind  him  to  powder/" 

And  when  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees  had  heard  his  para- 
bles, they  perceived  that  he  spoke  of  them.  But  when  they  sought 
to  lay  hands  on  him,  they  feared  the  multitude,  because  they 
took  him  for  a  prophet. 

Then  went  the  Pharisees,  and  took  counsel  how  they  might 
entangle  him  in  his  talk  And  they  sent  out  unto  him  their  dis- 
ciples with  the  Herodians,  saying,  "Master,  we  know  that  thou 
art  true,  and  teachest  the  way  of  God  in  truth,  neither  carest 
thou  for  any  man:  for  thou  regardest  not  the  person  of  men.  Tell 
us  therefore,  what  thinkest  thou?  Is  it  lawful  to  give  tribute 
unto  Caesar,  or  not?" 

But  Jesus  perceived  their  wickedness,  and  said,  "Why  tempt 
ye  me,  ye  hypocrites?  Show  me  the  tribute  money." 

And  they  brought  unto  him  a  penny. 

And  he  saith  unto  them,  "Whose  is  this  image  and  super- 
scription?11 

They  say  unto  him,  "Caesar's/1 

Then  saith  he  unto  them, 
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"Render  therefore  unto  Caesar  the  things  which  are  Caesar's; 
and  unto  God  the  things  that  are  God's." 

When  they  had  heard  these  words,  they  marvelled,  and  left 
him,  and  went  their  way. 

The  same  day  came  to  him  the  Sadducees,  which  say  that 
there  is  no  resurrection,  and  asked  him,  saying,  "Master,  Moses 
said,  If  a  man  die,  having  no  children,  his  brother  shall  marry 
his  wife,  and  raise  up  seed  unto  his  brother/  Now  there  were 
with  us  seven  brethren:  and  the  first,  when  he  had  married  a 
wife,  deceased,  and,  having  no  issue,  left  his  wife  unto  his  broth- 
er; likewise  the  second  also,  and  the  third,  unto  the  seventh. 
And  last  of  all  the  woman  died  also.  Therefore  in  the  resurrec- 
tion whose  wife  shall  she  be  of  the  seven?  for  they  all  had  her." 

Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  them, 

"Ye  do  err,  not  knowing  the  scriptures,  nor  the  power  of 
God.  For  in  the  resurrection  they  neither  marry,  nor  are  given 
in  marriage,  but  are  as  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven.  But  as  touch- 
ing the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  have  ye  not  read  that  which 
was  spoken  unto  you  by  God,  saying,  'I  am  the  God  of  Abra- 
ham, and  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob'?  God  is  not 
the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living." 

And  when  the  multitude  heard  this,  they  were  astonished  at 
his  doctrine.  But  when  the  Pharisees  had  heard  that  he  had  put 
the  Sadducees  to  silence,  they  were  gathered  together.  Then  one 
of  them,  which  was  a  lawyer,  asked  him  a  question,  tempting 
him,  and  saying,  "Master,  which  is  the  great  commandment  in 
the  law?" 

Jesus  said  unto  him, 

"Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and 
with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and 
great  commandment.  And  the  second  is  like  unto  it,  'Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself/  On  these  two  commandments 
hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets." 

While  the  Pharisees  were  gathered  together,  Jesus  asked 
them,  saying,  "What  think  ye  of  Christ?  whose  son  is  he?" 

They  say  unto  him,  "The  son  of  David/' 

[957] 


THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  MATTHEW 

He  saith  unto  them,  "How  then  doth  David  in  spirit  call  him 
Lord,  saying, 

"'The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord, 
"Sit  thoii  on  my  right  hand, 
Till  I  wa\e  thine  enemies  thy  footstool" '? 

If  David  then  call  him  Lord,  how  is  he  his  son?" 

And  no  man  was  able  to  answer  him  a  word,  neither  durst 
any  man  from  that  day  forth  ask  him  any  more  questions. 

Then  spoke  Jesus  to  the  multitude,  and  to  his  disciples,  saying, 
"The  scribes  and  the  Pharisees  sit  in  Moses's  seat.  All  there- 
fore whatsoever  they  bid  you  observe,  that  observe  and  do;  but 
do  not  ye  after  their  works:  for  they  say,  and  do  not.  For  they 
bind  heavy  burdens  and  grievous  to  be  borne,  and  lay  them  on 
men's  shoulders;  but  they  themselves  will  not  move  them  with 
one  of  their  fingers.  But  all  their  works  they  do  for  to  be  seen  of 
men:  they  make  broad  their  phylacteries,  and  enlarge  the  bor- 
ders of  their  garments,  and  love  the  uppermost  rooms  at  feasts, 
and  the  chief  seats  in  the  synagogues,  and  greetings  in  the  mar- 
kets, and  to  be  called  of  men,  'Rabbi,  Rabbi. '  But  be  not  ye  called 
'Rabbi':  for  one  is  your  Master,  even  Christ;  and  all  ye  are  breth- 
ren. And  call  no  man  your  father  upon  the  earth:  for  one  is  your 
Father,  which  is  in  heaven.  Neither  be  ye  called  masters:  for 
one  is  your  Master,  even  Christ.  But  he  that  is  greatest  among 
you  shall  be  your  servant.  And  whosoever  shall  exalt  himself 
shall  be  abased;  and  he  that  shall  humble  himself  shall  be  exalted. 
"But  woe  unto  you,  scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites !  for  ye 
shut  up  the  kingdom  of  heaven  against  men:  for  ye  neither  go  in 
yourselves,  neither  suffer  ye  them  that  are  entering  to  go  in. 
Woe  unto  you,  scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites !  for  ye  devour 
widows'  houses,  and  for  a  pretence  make  long  prayer:  therefore 
ye  shall  receive  the  greater  damnation.  Woe  unto  you,  scribes 
and  Pharisees,  hypocrites !  for  ye  compass  sea  and  land  to  make 
one  proselyte,  and  when  he  is  made,  ye  make  him  twofold  more 
the  child  of  hell  than  yourselves.  Woe  unto  you,  ye  blind  guides, 
which  say,  'Whosoever  shall  swear  by  the  temple,  it  is  nothing; 
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but  whosoever  shall  swear  by  the  gold  of  the  temple,  he  is  a 
debtor!  *  Ye  fools  and  blind:  for  whether  is  greater,  the  gold,  or 
the  temple  that  sanctifieth  the  gold?  And,  'Whosoever  shall 
swear  by  the  altar,  it  is  nothing;  but  whosoever  sweareth  by  the 
gift  that  is  upon  it,  he  is  guilty. *  Ye  fools  and  blind:  for  whether 
is  greater,  the  gift,  or  the  altar  that  sanctifieth  the  gift?  Whoso 
therefore  shall  swear  by  the  altar,  sweareth  by  it,  and  by  all 
things  thereon.  And  whoso  shall  swear  by  the  temple,  swear- 
eth by  it,  and  by  him  that  dwelleth  therein.  And  he  that  shall 
swear  by  heaven,  sweareth  by  the  throne  of  God,  and  by  him. 
that  sitteth  thereon. 

"Woe  unto  you,  scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites!  for  ye  pay 
tithe  of  mint  and  anise  and  cummin,  and  have  omitted  the  weight- 
ier matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy,  and  faith:  these  ought 
ye  to  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone.  Ye  blind 
guides,  which  strain  at  a  gnat,  and  swallow  a  camel.  Woe  unto 
you,  scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites!  for  ye  make  clean  the 
outside  of  the  cup  and  of  the  platter,  but  within  they  are  full  of 
extortion  and  excess.  Thou  blind  Pharisee,  cleanse  first  that 
which  is  within  the  cup  and  platter,  that  the  outside  of  them 
may  be  clean  also.  Woe  unto  you,  scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypo- 
crites !  for  ye  are  like  unto  whited  sepulchres,  which  indeed  ap- 
pear beautiful  outward,  but  are  within  full  of  dead  men's  bones, 
and  of  all  uncleanness.  Even  so  ye  also  outwardly  appear  right- 
eous unto  men,  but  within  ye  are  full  of  hypocrisy  and  iniquity. 
Woe  unto  you,  scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites!  because  ye 
build  the  tombs  of  the  prophets,  and  garnish  the  sepulchres  of 
the  righteous,  and  say,  If  we  had  been  in  the  days  of  our  fa- 
thers, we  would  not  have  been  partakers  with  them  in  the  blood 
of  the  prophets/  Wherefore  ye  be  witnesses  unto  yourselves, 
that  ye  are  the  children  of  them  which  killed  the  prophets.  Fill 
ye  up  then  the  measure  of  your  fathers.  Ye  serpents,  ye  genera- 
tion of  vipers,  how  can  ye  escape  the  damnation  of  hell? 

"Wherefore,  behold,  I  send  unto  you  prophets,  and  wise  men 
and  scribes:  and  some  of  them  ye  shall  kill  and  crucify;  and  some 
of  them  shall  ye  scourge  in  your  synagogues,  and  persecute  them 
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from  city  to  city:  that  upon  you  may  come  all  the  righteous 
blood  shed  upon  the  earth,  from  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel 
unto  the  blood  of  Zacharias  son  of  Barachias,  whom  ye  slew  be- 
tween the  temple  and  the  altar.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  'All  these 
things  shall  come  upon  this  generation/ 

"O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the  prophets,  and 
stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often  would  I  have 
gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as  a  hen  gather eth  her  chick- 
ens under  heir  wings,  and  ye  would  not !  Behold,  your  house  is 
left  unto  you  desolate.  For  I  say  unto  you,  'Ye  shall  not  see  me 
henceforth,  till  ye  shall  say,  "Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord/'*" 

The  Last  Judgment 

And  Jesus  went  out,  and  departed  from  the  temple:  and  his 
disciples  came  to  him  for  to  show  him  the  buildings  of  the  tem- 
ple. And  Jesus  said  unto  them, 

"See  ye  not  all  these  things?  verily  I  say  unto  you,  There 
shall  not  be  left  here  one  stone  upon  another,  that  shall  not  be 
thrown  down/" 

And  as  he  sat  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives,  the  disciples  came 
unto  him  privately,  saying,  "Tell  us,  when  shall  these  things  be? 
and  what  shall  be  the  sign  of  thy  coming,  and  of  the  end  of  the 
world?" 

And  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  them, 

"Take  heed  that  no  man  deceive  you.  For  many  shall  come  in 
my  name,  saying,  1  am  Christ';  and  shall  deceive  many.  And  ye 
shall  hear  of  wars  and  rumours  of  wars:  see  that  ye  be  not  trou- 
bled: for  all  these  things  must  come  to  pass,  but  the  end  is  not 
yet.  For  nation  shall  rise  against  nation,  and  kingdom  against 
kingdom:  and  there  shall  be  famines,  and  pestilences,  and  earth- 
quakes, in  divers  places.  All  these  are  the  beginning  of  sorrows. 
Then  shall  they  deliver  you  up  to  be  afflicted,  and  shall  kill  you: 
and  ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  nations  for  my  name's  sake.  And 
then  shall  many  be  offended,  and  shall  betray  one  another,  and 
shall  hate  one  another.  And  many  false  prophets  shall  rise,  and 
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shall  deceive  many.  And  because  iniquity  shall  abound,  the  love 
of  many  shall  wax  cold.  But  he  that  shall  endure  unto  the  end, 
the  same  shall  be  saved.  And  this  gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be 
preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  witness  unto  all  nations;  and 
then  shall  the  end  come. 

"When  ye  therefore  shall  see  the  abomination  of  desolation, 
spoken  of  by  Daniel  the  prophet,  stand  in  the  holy  place  (whoso 
readeth,  let  him  understand),  then  let  them  which  be  in  Judasa 
flee  into  the  mountains:  let  him  which  is  on  the  housetop  not 
come  down  to  take  any  thing  out  of  his  house:  neither  let  him 
which  is  in  the  field  return  back  to  take  his  clothes.  And  woe 
unto  them  that  are  with  child,  and  to  them  that  give  suck  in 
those  days!  But  pray  ye  that  your  flight  be  not  in  the  winter, 
neither  on  the  sabbath  day:  for  then  shall  be  great  tribulation, 
such  as  was  not  since  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  time, 
no,  nor  ever  shall  be.  And  except  those  days  should  be  short- 
ened, there  should  no  flesh  be  saved:  but  for  the  elect's  sake 
those  days  shall  be  shortened.  Then  if  any  man  shall  say  unto 
you,  'Lo,  here  is  Christ/  or,  'There/  believe  it  not.  For  there 
shall  arise  false  Christs,  and  false  prophets,  and  shall  show  great 
signs  and  wonders;  insomuch  that,  if  it  were  possible,  they  shall 
deceive  the  very  elect.  Behold,  I  have  told  you  before.  Where- 
fore if  they  shall  say  unto  you,  'Behold,  he  is  in  the  desert';  go 
not  forth:  'Behold,  he  is  in  the  secret  chambers';  believe  it  i\ot. 
For  as  the  lightning  cometh  out  of  the  east,  and  shineth  even 
unto  the  west;  so  shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  be. 
For  wheresoever  the  carcase  is,  there  will  the  eagles  be  gath- 
ered together. 

"Immediately  after  the  tribulation  of  those  days  shall  the  sun 
be  darkened,  and  the  moon  shall  not  give  her  light,  and  the  stars 
shall  fall  from  heaven,  and  the  powers  of  the  heavens  shall  be 
shaken.  And  then  shall  appear  the  sign  of  the  Son  of  Man  in 
heaven:  and  then  shall  all  the  tribes  of  the  earth  mourn,  and  they 
shall  see  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with 
power  and  great  glory.  And  he  shall  send  his  angels  with  a  great 
sound  of  a  trumpet,  and  they  shall  gather  together  his  elect  from 
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the  four  winds,  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other.  Now  learn 
a  parable  of  the  fig  tree;  when  his  branch  is  yet  tender,  and  put- 
teth  forth  leaves,  ye  know  that  summer  is  nigh:  so  likewise  ye, 
when  ye  shall  see  all  these  things,  know  that  it  is  near,  even  at 
the  doors.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  This  generation  shall  not  pass, 
till  all  these  things  be  fulfilled/  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass 
away,  but  my  words  shall  not  pass  away. 

"But  of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth  no  man,  no,  not  the  angels 
of  heaven,  but  my  Father  only.  But  as  the  days  of  Noe  were,  so 
shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  be.  For  as  in  the  days 
that  were  before  the  flood  they  were  eating  and  drinking,  mar- 
rying and  giving  in  marriage,  until  the  day  that  Noe  entered 
into  the  ark,  and  knew  not  until  the  flood  came,  and  took  them 
all  away;  so  shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  be.  Then 
shall  two  be  in  the  field;  the  one  shall  be  taken,  and  the  other 
left.  Two  women  shall  be  grinding  at  the  mill;  the  one  shall  be 
taken,  and  the  other  left. 

"Watch  therefore:  for  ye  know  not  what  hour  your  Lord  doth 
come.  But  know  this,  that  if  the  goodman  of  the  house  had  known 
in  what  watch  the  thief  would  come,  he  would  have  watched, 
and  would  not  have  suffered  his  house  to  be  broken  up.  There- 
fore be  ye  also  ready:  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not  the  Son 
of  Man  cometh.  Who  then  is  a  faithful  and  wise  servant,  whom 
his  lord  hath  made  ruler  over  his  household,  to  give  them  meat 
in  due  season?  Blessed  is  that  servant,  whom  his  lord  when  he 
cometh  shall  find  so  doing.  Verily  I  say  unto  you  that  he  shall 
make  him  ruler  over  all  his  goods.  But  and  if  that  evil  servant 
shall  say  in  his  heart,  'My  lord  delay eth  his  coming/  and  shall 
begin  to  smite  his  fellowservants,  and  to  eat  and  drink  with  the 
drunken,  the  lord  of  that  servant  shall  come  in  a  day  when  he 
looketh  not  for  him,  and  in  an  hour  that  he  is  not  aware  of,  and 
shall  cut  him  asunder,  and  appoint  him  his  portion  with  the 
hypocrites:  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

"Then  shall  the  kingdom  of  heaven  be  likened  unto  ten  vir- 
gins, which  took  their  lamps,  and  went  forth  to  meet  the  bride- 
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groom.  And  five  of  them  were  wise,  and  five  were  foolisk  They 
that  were  foolish  took  their  lamps,  and  took  no  oil  with  them: 
but  the  wise  took  oil  in  their  vessels  with  their  lamps.  While 
the  bridegroom  tarried,  they  all  slumbered  and  slept.  And  at 
midnight  there  was  a  cry  made,  'Behold,  the  bridegroom  com- 
eth;  go  ye  out  to  meet  him. '  Then  all  those  virgins  arose,  and 
trimmed  their  lamps.  And  the  foolish  said  unto  the  wise,  'Give 
us  of  your  oil;  for  our  lamps  are  gone  out/  But  the  wise  an- 
swered, saying,  'Not  so;  lest  there  be  not  enough  for  us  and 
you:  but  go  ye  rather  to  them  that  sell,  and  buy  for  yourselves. ' 
And  while  they  went  to  buy,  the  bridegroom  came;  and  they 
that  were  ready  went  in  with  him  to  the  marriage:  and  the  door 
was  shut.  Afterward  came  also  the  other  virgins,  saying,  'Lord, 
Lord,  open  to  us !  *  But  he  answered  and  said,  'Verily  I  say  unto 
you,  "I  know  you  not/"  Watch  therefore,  for  ye  know  neither 
the  day  nor  the  hour  wherein  the  Son  of  Man  cometh. 

"For  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  as  a  man  travelling  into  a  far 
country,  who  called  his  own  servants,  and  delivered  unto  them 
his  goods.  And  unto  one  he  gave  five  talents,  to  another  two, 
and  to  another  one;  to  every  man  according  to  his  several  abil- 
ity; and  straightway  took  his  journey.  Then  he  that  had  received 
the  five  talents  went  and  traded  with  the  same,  and  made  them 
other  five  talents.  And  likewise  he  that  had  received  two,  he 
also  gained  other  two.  But  he  that  had  received  one  went  and 
digged  in  the  earth,  and  hid  his  lord's  money.  After  a  long  time 
the  lord  of  those  servants  cometh,  and  reckoneth  with  them. 

"And  so  he  that  had  received  five  talents  came  and  brought 
other  five  talents,  saying,  'Lord,  thou  deliveredst  unto  me  five 
talents:  behold,  I  have  gained  beside  them  five  talents  more/ 
His  lord  said  unto  him,  'Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  serv- 
ant: thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee 
ruler  over  many  things:  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  lord/ 

"He  also  that  had  received  two  talents  came  and  said,  'Lord, 
thou  deliveredst  unto  me  two  talents:  behold,  I  have  gained 
two  other  talents  beside  them/  His  lord  said  unto  him,  'Well 
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done,  good  and  faithful  servant;  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a 
few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things:  enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  lord. ' 

"Then  he  which  had  received  the  one  talent  came  and  said, 
'Lord,  I  knew  thee  that  thou  art  a  hard  man,  reaping  where 
thou  hast  not  sown,  and  gathering  where  thou  hast  not  strewed: 
and  I  was  afraid,  and  went  and  hid  thy  talent  in  the  earth:  lo, 
there  thou  hast  that  is  thine/ 

"His  lord  answered  and  said  unto  him,  Thou  wicked  and 
slothful  servant,  thou  knewest  that  I  reap  where  I  sowed  not, 
and  gather  where  I  have  not  strewed  Thou  oughtest  therefore  to 
have  put  my  money  to  the  exchangers,  and  then  at  my  coming  I 
should  have  received  mine  own  with  usury.  Take  therefore  the 
talent  from  him,  and  give  it  unto  him  which  hath  ten  talents. 
For  unto  every  one  that  hath  shall  be  given,  and  he  shall  have 
abundance:  but  from  him  that  hath  not  shall  be  taken  away  even 
that  which  he  hath.  And  cast  ye  the  unprofitable  servant  into 
outer  darkness:  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth. ' 

"When  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come  in  his  glory,  and  all  the 
holy  angels  with  him,  then  shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his 
glory.  And  before  him  shall  be  gathered  all  nations:  and  he  shall 
separate  them  one  from  another,  as  a  shepherd  divideth  his  sheep 
from  the  goats:  and  he  shall  set  the  sheep  on  his  right  hand,  but 
the  goats  on  the  left. 

"Then  shall  the  King  say  unto  them  on  his  right  hand,  'Come, 
ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world!  For  I  was  a-hungered,  and 
ye  gave  me  meat:  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink:  I  was  a 
stranger,  and  ye  took  me  in:  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me:  I  was 
sick,  and  ye  visited  me:  I  was  in  prison,  and  ye  came  unto  me.  * 
Then  shall  the  righteous  answer  him,  saying,  'Lord,  when  saw 
we  thee  a-hungered,  and  fed  thee?  or  thirsty,  and  gave  thee 
drink?  When  saw  we  thee  a  stranger,  and  took  thee  in?  or  naked, 
and  clothed  thee?  Or  when  saw  we  thee  sick,  or  in  prison,  and 
came  unto  thee?'  And  the  King  shall  answer  and  say  unto  them, 
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'Verily  I  say  unto  you,  "Inasmuch  as  ye  Lave  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me."' 

"Then  shall  he  say  also  unto  them  on  the  left  hand,  'Depart 
from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil 
and  his  angels.  For  I  was  a-hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat: 
I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink:  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye 
took  me  not  in:  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  not:  sick,  and  in  prison, 
and  ye  visited  me  not/  Then  shall  they  also  answer  him,  saying, 
'Lord,  when  saw  we  thee  a-hungered,  or  athirst,  or  a  stranger, 
or  naked,  or  sick,  or  in  prison,  and  did  not  minister  unto  thee?3 
Then  shall  he  answer  them,  saying,  'Verily  I  say  unto  you,  "In- 
asmuch as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  not 
to  me."'  And  these  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment: 
but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal." 

TJte  Trial  of  Jesus 

When  the  morning  was  come,  all  the  chief  priests  and  elders 
of  the  people  took  counsel  against  Jesus  to  put  him  to  death:  and 
when  they  had  bound  him,  they  led  him  away,  and  delivered 
him  to  Pontius  Pilate  the  governor. 

Then  Judas,  which  had  betrayed  him,  when  he  saw  that  he 
was  condemned,  repented  himself,  and  brought  again  the  thirty 
pieces  of  silver  to  the  chief  priests  and  elders,  saying,  "I  have 
sinned  in  that  I  have  betrayed  the  innocent  blood."  And  they 
said,  "What  is  that  to  us?  see  thou  to  that."  And  he  cast  down 
the  pieces  of  silver  in  the  temple,  and  departed,  and  went  and 
hanged  himself.  And  the  chief  priests  took  the  silver  pieces,  and 
said,  "It  is  not  lawful  for  to  put  them  into  the  treasury,  because 
it  is  the  price  of  blood."  And  they  took  counsel,  and  bought 
with  them  the  potter's  field,  to  bury  strangers  in.  Wherefore 
that  field  was  called  the  Field  of  Blood,  unto  this  day.  Then 
was  fulfilled  that  which  was  spoken  by  Jeremy  the  prophet,  say- 
ing, "And  they  took  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  the  price  of  him 
that  was  valued,  whom  they  of  the  children  of  Israel  did  value; 
and  gave  them  for  the  potter's  field,  as  the  Lord  appointed  me." 

[965] 


THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  MATTHEW 

And  Jesus  stood  before  the  governor:  and  the  governor  asked 
him,  saying,  "Art  thou  the  King  of  the  Jews?" 

And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  "Thou  sayest." 

And  when  he  was  accused  of  the  chief  priests  and  elders,  he 
answered  nothing. 

Then  said  Pilate  unto  him,  "Hearest  thou  not  how  many  things 
they  witness  against  thee?" 

And  he  answered  him  too  never  a  word;  insomuch  that  the 
governor  marvelled  greatly. 

Now  at  that  feast  the  governor  was  wont  to  release  unto  the 
people  a  prisoner,  whom  they  would.  And  they  had  then  a  no- 
table prisoner,  called  Barabbas. 

Therefore  when  they  were  gathered  together,  Pilate  said  unto 
them,  "Whom  will  ye  that  I  release  unto  you?  Barabbas,  or 
Jesus  which  is  called  Christ?"  For  he  knew  that  for  envy  they 
had  delivered  him. 

When  he  was  set  down  on  the  judgment  seat,  his  wife  sent  un- 
to him,  saying,  "Have  thou  nothing  to  do  with  that  just  man:  for 
I  have  suffered  many  things  this  day  in  a  dream  because  of  him. " 

But  the  chief  priests  and  elders  persuaded  the  multitude  that 
they  should  ask  Barabbas,  and  destroy  Jesus.  The  governor  an- 
swered and  said  unto  them,  "Whether  of  the  twain  will  ye  that 
I  release  unto  you?"  They  said,  "Barabbas." 

Pilate  saith  unto  them,  "What  shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus  which 
is  called  Christ?"  They  all  say  unto  him,  "Let  him  be  crucified." 

And  the  governor  said,  "Why,  what  evil  hath  he  done?"  But 
they  cried  out  the  more,  saying,  "Let  him  be  crucified." 

When  Pilate  saw  that  he  could  prevail  nothing,  but  that  rather 
a  tumult  was  made,  he  took  water,  and  washed  his  hands  before 
the  multitude,  saying,  "I  am  innocent  of  the  blood  of  this  just 
person:  see  ye  to  it"  Then  answered  all  the  people,  and  said, 
"His  blood  be  on  us,  and  on  our  children." 

The  Crucifixion  of  Jesus 

Then  released  he  Barabbas  unto  them:  and  when  he  had 
scourged  Jesus,  he  delivered  him  to  be  crucified.  Then  the  sol- 
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diers  of  tlie  governor  took  Jesus  into  the  common  hall,  and  gath- 
ered unto  him  the  whole  band  of  soldiers.  And  they  stripped 
him,  and  put  on  him  a  scarlet  robe.  And.  when  they  had  plaited 
a  crown  of  thorns,  they  put  it  upon  his  head,  and  a  reed  in  his 
right  hand:  and  they  bowed  the  knee  before  him,  and  mocked 
him,  saying,  "Hail,  King  of  the  Jews!"  And  they  spit  upon  him, 
and  took  the  reed,  and  smote  him  on  the  head.  And  after  that 
they  had  mocked  him,  they  took  the  robe  off  from  him,  and  put 
his  own  raiment  on  him,  and  led  him  away  to  crucify  him. 

And  as  they  came  out,  they  found  a  man  of  Gyrene,  Simon  by . 
name:  him  they  compelled  to  bear  his  cross.  And  when  they 
were  come  unto  a  place  called  Golgotha,  that  is  to  say,  "A  place 
of  a  skull,"  they  gave  him  vinegar  to  drink  mingled  with  gall: 
and  when  he  had  tasted  thereof,  he  would  not  drink  And  they 
crucified  him,  and  parted  his  garments,  casting  lots:  that  it  might 
be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet,  "They  parted 
my  garments  among  them,  and  upon  my  vesture  did  they  cast 
lots." 

And  sitting  down  they  watched  him  there;  and  set  up  over 
his  head  his  accusation  written:  THIS  is  JESUS  THE  KING  OF  THE 

JEWS. 

Then  were  there  two  thieves  crucified  with  him,  one  on  the 
right  hand,  and  another  on  the  left. 

And  they  that  passed  by  reviled  him,  wagging  their  heads, 
and  saying,  "Thou  that  destroyest  the  temple,  and  buildest  it 
in  three  days,  save  thyself.  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  come 
down  from  the  cross." 

Likewise  also  the  chief  priests  mocking  him,  with  the  scribes 
and  elders,  said,  "He  saved  others;  himself  he  cannot  save.  If  he 
be  the  King  of  Israel,  let  him  now  come  down  from  the  cross, 
and  we  will  believe  him.  He  trusted  in  God;  let  him  deliver 
him  now,  if  he  will  have  him:  for  he  said,  1  am  the  Son  of  God. '" 

The  thieves  also,  which  were  crucified  with  him,  cast  the 
same  in  his  teeth. 

Now  from  the  sixth  hour  there  was  darkness  over  all  the  land 
unto  the  ninth  hour, 
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And  about  the  ninth  hour  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  say 
ing,  "Eli,  Eli,  lama  sabachthani?"  that  is  to  say,  "My  God,  my 
God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?" 

Some  of  them  that  stood  there,  when  they  heard  that,  said, 
'This  man  calleth  for  Elias/'  And  straightway  one  of  them  ran, 
and  took  a  sponge,  and  filled  it  with  vinegar,  and  put  it  on  a 
reed,  and  gave  him  to  drink  The  rest  said,  "Let  be,  let  us  see 
whether  Elias  will  come  to  save  him/' 

Jesus,  when  he  had  cried  again  with  a  loud  Voice,  yielded  up 
.the  ghost.  And,  behold,  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent  in  twain 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom;  and  the  earth  did  quake,  and  the 
rocks  rent;  and  the  graves  were  opened;  and  many  bodies  of  the 
saints  which  slept  arose,  and  came  out  of  the  graves  after  his 
resurrection,  and  went  into  the  holy  city,  and  appeared  unto 
many.  Now  when  the  centurion,  and  they  that  were  with  him, 
watching  Jesus,  saw  the  earthquake,  and  those  things  that  were 
done,  they  feared  greatly,  saying,  "Truly  this  was  the  Son  of 
God." 

And  many  women  were  there  beholding  afar  off,  which  fol- 
lowed Jesus  from  Galilee,  ministering  unto  him:  among  which 
was  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  James  and  Joses, 
and  the  mother  of  Zebedee's  children. 

When  the  even  was  come,  there  came  a  rich  man  of  Arima- 
thasa,  named  Joseph,  who  also  himself  was  Jesus 's  disciple.  He 
went  to  Pilate,  and  begged  the  body  of  Jesus.  Then  Pilate  com- 
manded the  body  to  be  delivered.  And  when  Joseph  had  taken 
the  body,  he  wrapped  it  in  a  clean  linen  cloth,  and  laid  it  in 
his  own  new  tomb,  which  he  had  hewn  out  in  the  rock:  and  he 
rolled  a  great  stone  to  the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  and  departed. 
And  there  was  Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  other  Mary,  sitting 
over  against  the  sepulchre. 

Now  the  next  day,  that  followed  the  day  of  the  preparation, 
the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees  came  together  unto  Pilate,  saying, 
"Sir,  we  remember  that  that  deceiver  said,  while  he  was  yet 
alive,  'After  three  days  I  will  rise  again/  Command  therefore 
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that  the  sepulchre  be  made  sure  until  the  third  day,  lest  his 
disciples  come  by  night,  and  steal  him  away,  and  say  unto  the 
people,  'He  is  risen  from  the  dead':  so  the  last  error  shall  be 
worse  than  the  first/'  Pilate  said  unto  them,  "Ye  have  a  watch: 
go  your  way,  make  it  as  sure  as  ye  can."  So  they  went,  and  made 
the  sepulchre  sure,  sealing  the  stone,  and  setting  a  watch. 

The  Resumption  of]csus 

In  the  end  of  the  sabbath,  as  it  began  to  dawn  toward  the 
first  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other  Mary 
to  see  the  sepulchre. 

And,  behold,  there  was  a  great  earthquake:  for  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  descended  from  heaven,  and  came  and  rolled  back  the 
stone  from  the  door,  and  sat  upon  it.  His  countenance  was  like 
lightning,  and  his  raiment  white  as  snow:  and  for  fear  of  him 
the  keepers  did  shake,  and  became  as  dead  men. 

And  the  angel  answered  and  said  unto  the  women,  "Fear  not 
ye:  for  I  know  that  ye  seek  Jesus,  which  was  crucified.  He  is  not 
here:  for  he  is  risen,  as  he  said.  Come,  see  the  place  where  the 
Lord  lay.  And  go  quickly,  and  tell  his  disciples  that  he  is  risen 
from  the  dead;  and,  behold,  he  goeth  before  you  into  Galilee; 
there  shall  ye  see  him:  lo,  I  have  told  you." 

And  they  departed  quickly  from  the  sepulchre  with  fear  and 
great  joy;  and  did  run  to  bring  his  disciples  word. 

And  as  they  went  to  tell  his  disciples,  behold,  Jesus  met  them, 
saying,  "All  hail!"  And  they  came  and  held  him  by  the  feet, 
and  worshipped  him.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  them,  "Be  not  afraid: 
go  tell  my  brethren  that  they  go  into  Galilee,  and  there  shall 
they  see  me." 

Now  when  they  were  going,  behold,  some  of  the  watch  came 
into  the  city,  and  showed  unto  the  chief  priests  all  the  things 
that  were  done.  And  when  they  were  assembled  with  the  elders, 
and  had  taken  counsel,  they  gave  large  money  unto  the  soldiers, 
saying,  "Say  ye,  His  disciples  came  by  night,  and  stole  him  away 
while  we  slept.  And  if  this  come  to  the  governor's  ears,  we  will 
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persuade  him,  and  secure  you."  So  they  took  the  money,  and  did 
as  they  were  taught:  and  this  saying  is  commonly  reported  among 
the  Jews  until  this  day. 

Then  the  eleven  disciples  went  away  into  Galilee,  into  a 
mountain  where  Jesus  had  appointed  them.  And  when  they  saw 
him,  they  worshipped  him:  but  some  doubted. 

And  Jesus  came  and  spoke  unto  them,  saying,  "All  power  is 
given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach 
all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  al- 
way,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world. "  Amen. 
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SELECTIONS 

WITH  THE  GOSPEL  according  to  Luke,  we  arc  in  the  presence  of  a 
known  author,  Luke  the  physician,  companion  of  Paul,  who  wrote  in 
self-conscious  fashion  to  corred  the  numerous  unauthentic  stories  about 
the  life  of  Jesus  that  were  already  in  circulation.  In  addition  to  making 
use  of  Mark  and  Matthew,  he  drew  upon  original  sources  of  his  own, 
especially  in  his  account  of  the  missionary  work  of  Jesus  in  Samaria, 
which  he  is  thought  to  have  derived  perhaps  from  the  Apostle  Philip  who 
labored  in  that  region. 

His  look  was  as  clearly  intended  for  the  Greeks  and  Romans  as  the 
Gospel  according  to  Matthew  was  plainly  meant  primarily  for  the  ]ews. 
^Throughout,  his  work  Ireathes  a  cosmopolitan  and  humanitarian  spirit; 
the  tone  is  gentler  than  that  of  Mark  or  Matthew;  women  play  a  greater 
part  in  the  narrative;  and  the  author's  fondness  for  poetry  is  seen  in  his 
preservation  of  religious  songs. 
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Preface 

FORASMUCH  as  many  have  taken  in  hand  to  set  forth  in  order  a 
declaration  of  those  things  which  are  most  surely  believed 
among  us,  even  as  they  delivered  them  unto  us,  which  from  the 
beginning  were  eyewitnesses,  and  ministers  of  the  word;  it 
seemed  good  to  me  also,  having  had  perfect  understanding  of 
all  things  from  the  very  first,  to  write  unto  thee  in  order,  most 
excellent  Theophilus,  that  thou  mightest  know  the  certainty  of 
those  things,  wherein  thou  hast  been  instructed. 

The  Birth  of]ohn  the  Baptist 

There  was  in  the  days  of  Herod,  the  king  of  Judaea,  a  certain 
priest  named  Zacharias,  of  the  course  of  Abia:  and  his  wife  was 
of  the  daughters  of  Aaron,  and  her  name  was  Elisabeth.  And 
they  were  both  righteous  before  God,  walking  in  all  the  com- 
mandments and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blameless.  And  they  had 
no  child,  because  that  Elisabeth  was  barren,  and  they  both  were 
now  well  stricken  in  years.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  while  he 
executed  the  priest's  office  before  God  in  the  order  of  his  course, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  priest's  office,  his  lot  was  to  burn 
incense  when  he  went  into  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  And  the 
whole  multitude  of  the  people  were  praying  without  at  the 
time  of  incense.  And  there  appeared  unto  him  an  angel  of  the 
Lord  standing  on  the  right  side  of  the  altar  of  incense.  And 
when  Zacharias  saw  him,  he  was  troubled,  and  fear  fell  upon 
him.  But  the  angel  said  unto  him, 

"Fear  not,  Zacharias:  for  thy  prayer  is  heard;  and  thy  wife 
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Elisabeth  shall  bear  thee  a  son,  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name 
John.  And  thou  shalt  have  joy  and  .gladness;  and  many  shall  re- 
joice at  his  birth.  For  he  shall  be  great  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
and  shall  drink  neither  wine  nor  strong  drink;  and  he  shall  be 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  even  from  his  mother's  womb.  And 
many  of  the  children  of  Israel  shall  he  turn  to  the  Lord  their 
God.  And  he  shall  go  before  him  in  the  spirit  and  power  of 
Elias,  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the 
disobedient  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just;  to  make  ready  a  people 
prepared  for  the  Lord." 

And  Zacharias  said  unto  the  angel, 

"Whereby  shall  I  know  this?  for  I  am  an  old  man,  and  my 
wife  well  stricken  in  years." 

And  the  angel  answering  said  unto  him, 

"I  am  Gabriel,  that  stand  in  the  presence  of  God;  and  am 
sent  to  speak  unto  thee,  and  to  show  thee  these  glad  tidings. 
And,  behold,  thou  shalt  be  dumb,  and  not  able  to  speak,  until 
the  day  that  these  things  shall  be  performed,  because  thou  be- 
lievest  not  my  words,  which  shall  be  fulfilled  in  their  season. " 

And  the  people  waited  for  Zacharias,  and  marvelled  that  he 
tarried  so  long  in  the  temple.  And  when  he  came  out,  he  could 
not  speak  unto  them:  and  they  perceived  that  he  had  seen  a 
vision  in  the  temple:  for  he  beckoned  unto  them,  and  remained 
speechless.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  as  soon  as  the  days  of  his 
ministration  were  accomplished,  he  departed  to  his  own  house. 
And  after  those  days  his  wife  Elisabeth  conceived,  and  hid  her- 
self five  months,  saying, 

"Thus  hath  the  Lord  dealt  with  me  in  the  days  wherein  he 
looked  on  me,  to  take  away  my  reproach  among  men." 

And  in  the  sixth  month  the  angel  Gabriel  was  sent  from  God 
unto  a  city  of  Galilee,  named  Nazareth,  to  a  virgin  espoused  to 
a  man  whose  name  was  Joseph,  of  the  house  of  David;  and  the 
virgin's  name  was  Mary.  And  the  angel  came  in  unto  her,  and 
said, 

"Hail,  thou  that  art  highly  favoured,  the  Lord  is  with  thee: 
blessed  art  thou  among  women/' 
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And  when  she  saw  him,  she  was  troubled  at  his  saying,  and 
cast  in  her  mind  what  manner  of  salutation  this  should  be.  And 
the  angel  said  unto  her, 

"Fear  not,  Mary:  for  thou  hast  found  favour  with  God.  And, 
behold,  thou  shalt  conceive  in  thy  womb,  and  bring  forth  a 
son,  and  shalt  call  his  name  JESUS.  He  shall  be  great,  and  shall  be 
called  the  Son  of  the  Highest:  and  the  Lord  God  shall  give  unto 
him  the  throne  of  his  father  David:  and  he  shall  reign  over  the 
house  of  Jacob  for  ever;  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no 
end." 

Then  said  Mary  unto  the  angel, 
"How  shall  this  be,  seeing  I  know  not  a  man?" 
And  the  angel  answered  and  said  unto  her, 
"The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the 
Highest  shall  overshadow  thee:  therefore  also  that  holy  thing 
which  shall  be  born  of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  God. 
And,  behold,  thy  cousin  Elisabeth,  she  hath  also  conceived  a 
son  in  her  old  age:  and  this  is  the  sixth  month  with  her,  who 
was  called  barren.  For  with  God  nothing  shall  be  impossible." 
And  Mary  said, 

"Behold  the  handmaid  of  the  Lord;  be  it  unto  me  according 
to  thy  word/' 

And  the  angel  departed  from  her.  And  Mary  arose  in  those 
days,  and  went  into  the  hill  country  with  haste,  into  a  city  of 
Juda;  and  entered  into  the  house  of  Zacharias,  and  saluted  Elisa- 
beth. And  it  came  to  pass  that,  when  Elisabeth  heard  the  salu- 
tation of  Mary,  the  babe  leaped  in  her  womb;  and  Elisabeth 
was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost:  and  she  spoke  out  with  a  loud 
voice,  and  said, 

"Blessed  art  thou  among  women,  and  blessed  is  the  fruit  of 
thy  womb.  And  whence  is  this  to  me,  that  the  mother  of  my 
Lord  should  come  to  me?  For,  lo,  as  soon  as  the  voice  of  thy 
salutation  sounded  in  mine  ears,  the  babe  leaped  in  my  womb 
for  joy.  And  blessed  is  she  that  believed:  for  there  shall  be  a 
performance  of  those  things  which  were  told  her  from  the  Lord. " 
And  Mary  said, 

[974] 


THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  LUKE 

"My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord, 
And  my  spirit  Iwth  rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour. 
For  lie  hath  regarded  the  low  estate  of  his  handmaiden: 
For,  lehold,  from  henceforth  all  generations  shall  call  me  llessed. 
For  he  that  is  mighty  hath  done  to  me  great  things; 
And  holy  is  his  name. 
And  his  mercy  is  on  them  that  fear  him 
From  generation  to  generation. 
He  hath  showed  strength  with  his  arm; 
He  hath  scattered  the  proud  in  the  imagination  of  their  hearts. 
He  hath  put  down  the  mighty  from  their  scats, 
And  exalted  them  of  low  degree. 
He  hath  filled  the  hungry  with  good  things; 
And  the  rich  he  hath  sent  empty  away. 
He  hath  helped  his  servant  Israel* 
In  remembrance  of  his  mercy; 
And  he  spoke  to  our  fathers, 
To  Abraham j  and  to  his  seed  for  ever.39 

And  Mary  abode  with  her  about  three  months,  and  returned 
to  her  own  house. 

Now  Elisabeth's  full  time  came  that  she  should  be  delivered; 
and  she  brought  forth  a  son.  And  her  neighbours  and  her  cousins 
heard  how  the  Lord  had  showed  great  mercy  upon  her;  and  they 
rejoiced  with  her.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  on  the  eighth  day 
they  came  to  circumcise  the  child;  and  they  called  him  Zacha^ 
rias,  after  the  name  of  his  father.  And  his  mother  answered  and 
said,  "Not  so;  but  he  shall  be  called  John." 

And  they  said  unto  her,  "There  is  none  of  thy  kindred  that  is 
called  by  this  name/' 

And  they  made  signs  to  his  father,  how  he  would  ha.ve  him 
called.  And  he  asked  for  a  writing  table,  and  wrote,  saying, 
"His  name  is  John/'  And  they  marvelled  all.  And  his  mouth  was 
opened  immediately,  and  his  tongue  loosed,  and  he  spoke,  and 
praised  God.  And  fear  came  on  all  that  dwelt  round  about  them: 
and  all  these  sayings  were  noised  abroad  throughout  all  the  hill 
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country  of  Judaea.  And  all  they  that  heard  them  laid  them  up  in 
their  hearts,  saying,  "What  manner  of  child  shall  this  be ! "  And 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  with  him. 

And  his  father  Zacharias  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
prophesied,  saying, 

"Blessed  be  the  Lori  God  of  Israel; 
For  he  hath  visited  and  redeemed  his  people, 
And  hath  raised  up  a  horn  of  salvation  for  us 
In  the  house  of  his  servant  David; 
As  he  spoke  by  the  mouth  of  his  holy  prophets, 
Which  have  been  since  the  world  began: 
That  we  should  he  saved  from  our  enemies, 
And  from  the  hand  of  all  that  hate  us; 
To  perform  the  mercy  promised  to  our  fathers, 
And  to  remember  his  holy  covenant;  \ 

The  oath  which  he  swore  to  our  father  Abraham, 
That  he  would  grant  unto  us, 
That  we  being  delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies 
Might  serve  him  without  fear. 
In  holiness  and  righteousness  before  him, 
All  the  days  of  our  life. 

And  thou,  child,  shalt  be  called  the  prophet  of  the  Highest: 
For  thou  shalt  go  before  the  face  of  the  Lord  to  prepare  his  ways; 
To  give  knowledge  of  salvation  unto  his  people 
By  the  remission  of  their  sins, 
Through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  God; 
Whereby  the  day  spring  from  on  high  hath  visited  us, 
To  give  light  to  them  that  sit  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death, 
To  guide  our  feet  into  the  way  of  peace." 

And  the  child  grew,  and  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  and  was  in 
the  deserts  till  the  day  of  his  showing  unto  Israel 

The  Birth  and  Youth  of  Jesus 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days  that  there  went  out  a  de- 
cree from  Caesar  Augustus,  that  all  the  world  should  be  taxed. 
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(And  this  taxing  was  first  made  when  Cyrenius  was  governor 
of  Syria.)  And  all  went  to  be  taxed,  every  one  into  his  own  city. 
And  Josepk  also  went  up  from  Galilee,  out  of  the  city  of  Naza- 
reth, into  Judaea,  unto  the  city  of  David,  which  is  called  Beth- 
lehem (because  he  was  of  the  house  and  lineage  of  David):  to 
be  taxed  with  Mary  his  espoused  wife,  being  great  with  child. 
And  so  it  was,  that,  while  they  were  there,  the  days  were  ac- 
complished that  she  should  be  delivered.  And  she  brought  forth 
her  firstborn  son,  and  wrapped  him  in  swaddling  clothes,  and 
laidhiminamanger;  because  there  wasnoroomforthem in theinn. 

And  there  were  in  the  same  country  shepherds  abiding  in  the 
field,  keeping  watch  over  their  flock  by  night.  And,  lo,  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone 
round  about  them: .  and  they  were  sore  afraid.  And  the  angel 
said  unto  them, 

"Fear  not:  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy, 
which  shall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the 
city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  this  shall 
be  a  sign  unto  you;  ye  shall  find  the  babe  wrapped  in  swaddling 
clothes,  lying  in  a  manger." 

And  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a  multitude  of  the 
heavenly  host  praising  God,  and  saying, 

"Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will 
toward  men." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  the  angels  were  gone  away  from  them 
into  heaven,  the  shepherds  said  one  to  another, 

"Let  us  now  go  even  unto  Bethlehem,  and  see  this  thing  which 
is  come  to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us." 

And  they  came  with  haste,  and  found  Mary,  and  Joseph,  and 
the  babe  lying  in  a  manger.  And  when  they  had  seen  it,  they 
made  known  abroad  the  saying  which  was  told  them  concerning 
this  child.  And  all  they  that  heard  it  wondered  at  those  things 
which  were  told  them  by  the  shepherds.  But  Mary  kept  all  these 
things,  and  pondered  them  in  her  heart.  And  the  shepherds  re- 
turned, glorifying  and  praising  God  for  all  the  things  that  they 
had  heard  and  seen,  as  it  was  told  unto  them. 
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And  when  eight  days  were  accomplished  for  the  circumcis- 
ing of  the  child,  his  name  was  called  JESUS,  which  was  so  named 
of  the  angel  before  he  was  conceived  in  the  womb.  And  when 
the  days  of  her  purification  according  to  the  law  of  Moses  were 
accomplished,  they  brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  to  present  him  to 
the  Lord  (as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  "Every  male 
that  openeth  the  womb  shall  be  called  holy  to  the  Lord")  and 
to  offer  a  sacrifice  according  to  that  which  is  said  in  the  law  of 
the  Lord,  "A  pair  of  turtledoves,  or  two  young  pigeons/*  And, 
behold,  there  was  a  man  in  Jerusalem,  whose  name  was  Simeon; 
and  the  same  man  was  just  and  devout,  waiting  for  the  consola- 
tion of  Israel:  and  the  Holy  Ghost  was  upon  him.  And  it  was 
revealed  unto  him  by  the  Holy-  Ghost,  that  he  should  not  see 
death,  before  he  had  seen  the  Lord's  Christ,  And  he  came  by 
the  Spirit  into  the  temple:  and  when  the  parents  brought  in  the 
child  Jesus,  to  do  for  him  after  the  custom  of  the  law,  then  took 
he  him  up  in  his  arms,  and  blessed  God,  and  said, 

"Lord,  now  lettcst  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace, 
According  to  thy  word: 
For  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation, 
Which  thou  hast  prepared  lefore  the  face  of  all  people; 
A  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles, 
And  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel/* 

And  Joseph  and  his  mother  marvelled  at  those  things  which 
were  spoken  of  him.  And  Simeon  blessed  them,  and  said  unto 
Mary  his  mother,  "Behold,  this  child  is  set  for  the  fall  and  rising 
again  of  many  in  Israel;  and  for  a  sign  which  shall  be  spoken 
against  (yea,  a  sword  shall  pierce  through  thy  own  soul  also) , 
that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts  may  be  revealed" 

And  there  was  one  Anna,  a  prophetess,  the  daughter  of  Pha- 
nuel,  of  the  tribe  of  Aser:  she  was  of  a  great  age,  and  had  lived 
with  a  husband  seven  years  from  her  virginity;  and  she  was  a 
widow  of  about  fourscore  and  four  years,  which  departed  not 
from  the  temple,  but  served  God  with  fastings  and  prayers  night 
and  day.  And  she  coming  in  that  instant  gave  thanks  likewise 
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unto  the  Lord,  and  spoke  of  Kim  to  all  them  that  looked  for 
demption  in  Jerusalem. 

And  when  they  had  performed  all  things  according  to  the 
law  of  the  Lord,  they  returned  into  Galilee,  to  their  own  city 
Nazareth.  And  the  child  grew,  and  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  filled 
with  wisdom:  and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon  him. 

Now  his  parents  went  to  Jerusalem  every  year  at  the  feast  of 
the  passover.  And  when  he  was  twelve  years  old,  they  went  up 
to  Jerusalem  after  the  custom  of  the  feast.  And  when  they  had 
fulfilled  the  days,  as  they  returned,  the  child  Jesus  tarried  be- 
hind in  Jerusalem;  and  Joseph  and  his  mother  knew  not  of  it. 
But  they,  supposing  him  to  have  been  in  the  company,  went  a  . 
day's  journey;  and  they  sought  him  among  their  kinsfolk  and 
acquaintance.  And  when  they  found  him  not,  they  turned  back 
again  to  Jerusalem,  seeking  him.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  after 
three  days  they  found  him  in  the  temple,  sitting  in  the  midst  of 
the  doctors,  both  hearing  them,  and  asking  them  questions.  And 
all  that  heard  him  were  astonished  at  his  understanding  and 
answers. 

And  when  they  saw  him,  they  were  amazed:  and  his  mother 
said  unto  him, 

"Son,  why  hast  thou  thus  dealt  with  us?  behold,  thy  father 
and  I  have  sought  thee  sorrowing." 

And  he  said  unto  them, 

"How  is  it  that  ye  sought  me?  wist  ye  not  that  I  must  be  about 
my  Father's  business?" 

And  they  understood  not  the  saying  which  he  spoke  unto 
them.  And  he  went  down  with  them,  and  came  to  Nazareth, 
and  was  subject  unto  them:  but  his  mother  kept  all  these  say- 
ings in  her  heart.  And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature, 
and  in  favour  with  God  and  man. 

Jesus  and  John  the  Baptist 

Now  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius  Caesar, 
Pontius  Pilate  being  governor  of  Judasa,  and  Herod  being  tet- 
rarch  of  Galilee,  and  his  brother  Philip  tetrarch  of  Itursea  and 
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of  the  region  of 'Trachonitis,  and  Lysanias  the  tetrarch  of  Abi- 
lene, Annas  and  Caiaphas  being  the  high  priests,  the  word  of 
God  came  unto  John  the  son  of  Zacharias  in  the  wilderness. 
And  he  came  into  all  the  country  about  Jordan,  preaching  the 
baptism  of  repentance  for  the  remission  of  sins;  as  it  is  written 
in  the  book  of  the  words  of  Isaias  the  prophet,  saying, 

"Tke  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness, 
Prepare  ye  tke  way  of  the  Lord, 
Make  his  paths  straight. 
Every  valley  shall  le  filled, 
And  every  mountain  and  hill  shall  le  Irought  low; 
And  the  crooked  shall  le  made  straigkt, 
And  the  rough  ways  shall  le  made  swootk; 
And  all  flesh  shall  see  the  salvation  of  God." 

Then  said  he  to  the  multitude  that  came  forth  to  be  baptized 
of  him, 

"O  generation  of  vipers,  who  hath  warned  you  to  flee  from 
the  wrath  to  come?  Bring  forth  therefore  fruits  worthy  of  re- 
pentance, and  begin  not  to  say  within  yourselves,  'We  have 
Abraham  to  our  father':  for  I  say  unto  you  that  God  is  able  of 
these  stones  to  raise  up  children  unto  Abraham.  And  now  also 
the  axe  is  laid  unto  the  root  of  the  trees:  every  tree  therefore 
which  bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down,  and  cast 
into  the  fire/' 

And  the  people  asked  him,  saying, 

"What  shall  we  do  then?" 

He  answereth  and  saith  unto  them, 

"He  that  hath  two  coats,  let  him  impart  to  him  that  hath 
none;  and  he  that  hath  meat,  let  him  do  likewise." 

Then  came  also  publicans  to  be  baptized,  and  said  unto  him, 

"Master,  what  shall  we  do?" 

And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Exact  no  more  than  that  which  is  appointed  you. 

And  the  soldiers  likewise  demanded  of  him,  saying, 

"And  what  shall  we  do?" 
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And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Do  violence  to  no  man,  neither  accuse  any  falsely;  and  be 
content  with  your  wages." 

And  as  the  people  were  in-  expectation,  and  all  men  mused 
in  their  hearts  of  John,  whether  he  were  the  Christ,  or  not,  John 
answered,  saying  unto  them  all, 

"I  indeed  baptize  you  with  water;  but  one  mightier  than  I 
cometh,  the  latchet  of  whose  shoes  I  am  n6t  worthy  to  unloose: 
he  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire:  whose 
fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  will  thoroughly  purge  his  floor,  and  will 
gather  the  wheat  into  his  garner;  but  the  chaff  he  will  burn  with 
fire  unquenchable/' 

And  many  other  things  in  his  exhortation  preached  he  unto 
the  people. 

But  Herod  the  tetrarch,  being  reproved  by  him  for  Herodias 
his  brother  Philip's  wife,  and  for  all  the  evils  which  Herod  had 
done,  added  yet  this  above  all,  that  he  shut  up  John  in  prison. 

Now  when  all  the  people  were  baptized,  it  came  to  pass, 
that  Jesus  also  being  baptized,  and  praying,  the  heaven  was  op- 
ened, and  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  in  a  bodily  shape  like  a 
dove  upon  him,  and  a  voice  came  from  heaven,  which  said, 

"Thou  art  my  beloved  Son;  in  thee  I  am  well  pleased." 

And  Jesus  himself  began  to  be  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
being  (as  was  supposed)  the  son  of  Joseph,  which  was  the  son 
ofHdi 

Incidents  of  the  Ministry  of  Jesus 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  time  was  come  that  he  should 
be  received  up,  he  steadfastly  set  his  face  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  and 
sent  messengers  before  his  face:  and  they  went,  and  entered  into 
a  village  of  the  Samaritans,  to  make  ready  for  him.  And  they  did 
not  receive  him,  because  his  face  was  as  though  he  would  go  to 
Jerusalem.  And  when  his  disciples  James  and  John  saw  this,  they 
said,  "Lord,  wilt  thou  that  we  command  fire  to  come  down 
from  heaven,  and  consume  them,  even  as  Elias  did?" 

But  he  turned,  and  rebuked  them,  and  said,  "Ye  know  not 
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what  manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of.  For  the  Son  of  Man  is  not  come 
to  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to  save  them."  And  they  went  to 
another  village. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that,  as  they  went  in  the  way,  a  certain 
man  said  unto  him,  "Lord,  I  will  follow  thee  whithersoever  thou 
goest." 

And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  "Foxes  have  holes,  and  birds  of  the 
air  havenests;  but  the  Son  of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head. " 

And  he  said  unto  another,  "Follow  me!" 

But  he  said,  "Lord,  suffer  me  first  to  go  and  bury  my  father/' 

Jesus  said  unto  him,  "Let  the  dead  bury  their  dead:  but  go 
thou  and  preach  the  kingdom  of  God." 

And  another  also  said,  "Lord,  I  will  follow  thee;  but  let  me 
first  go  bid  them  farewell,  which  are  at  home  at  my  house." 

And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  "No  man,  having  put  his  hand  to  the 
plow,  and  looking  back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God." 

After  these  things  the  Lord  appointed  other  seventy  also, 
and  sent  them  two  and  two  before  his  face  into  every  city  and 
place,  whither  he  himself  would  come.  Therefore  said  he  unto 
them, 

"The  harvest  truly  is  great,  but  the  labourers  are  few:  pray 
ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  would  send  forth 
labourers  into  his  harvest.  Go  your  ways:  behold,  I  send  you 
forth  as  lambs  among  wolves.  Carry  neither  purse,  nor  scrip, 
nor  shoes:  and  salute  no  man  by  the  way.  And  into  whatsoever 
house  ye  enter,  first  say,  Teace  be  to  this  house/  And  if  the 
son  of  peace  be  there,  your  peace  shall  rest  upon  it:  if  not,  it 
shall  turn  to  you  again.  And  in  the  same  house  remain,  eating 
and  drinking  such  things  as  they  give:  for  the  labourer  is  worthy 
of  his  hire.  Go  not  from  house  to  house.  And  into  whatsoever 
city  ye  enter,  and  they  receive  you,  eat  such  things  as  are  set 
before  you:  and  heal  the  sick  that  are  therein,  and  say  unto  them, 
The  kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  unto  you/  But  into  whatso- 
ever city  ye  enter,  and  they  receive  you  not,  go  your  ways  out 
into  the  streets  of  the  same,  and  say,  'Even  the  very  dust  of  your 
,  which  cleaveth  on  us,  we  do  wipe  off  against  you:  not  with- 
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standing  be  ye  sure  of  this,  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come 
nigh  unto  you. '  But  I  say  unto  you,  that  it  shall  be  more  toler- 
able in  that  day  for  Sodom  than  for  that  city.  Woe  unto  thee, 
Chorazin!  woe  unto  thee,  Bethsaida!  for  if  the  mighty  works 
had  been  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon,  which  have  been  done  in  you, 
they  had  a  great  while  ago  repented,  sitting  in  sackcloth  and 
ashes.  But  it  shall  be  more  tolerable  for  Tyre  and  Sidon  at  the 
judgment  than  for  you.  And  thou,  Capernaum,  which  art  ex- 
alted to  heaven,  shalt  be  thrust  down  to  hell.  He  that  heareth 
you  heareth  me;  and  he  that  despiseth  you  despiseth  me;  and  he 
that  despiseth  me  despiseth  him  that  sent  me/' 

And  the  seventy  returned  again  with  joy,  saying,  "Lord,  even 
the  devils  are  subject  unto  us  through  thy  name/' 

And  he  said  unto  them, 

"I  beheld  Satan  as  lightning  fall  from  heaven.  Behold,  I  give 
unto  you  power  to  tread  on  serpents  and  scorpions,  and  over  all 
the  power  of- the  enemy:  and  nothing  shall  by  any  means  hurt 
you.  Notwithstanding  in  this  rejoice  not,  that  the  spirits  are 
subject  unto  you;  but  rather  rejoice,  because  your  names  are 
written  in  heaven/' 

In  that  hour  Jesus  rejoiced  in  spirit,  and  said, 

T  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou 
hast  hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  re- 
vealed them  unto  babes:  even  so,  Father;  for  so  it  seemed  good 
in  thy  sight.  All  things  are  delivered  to  me  of  my  Father:  and  no 
man  knoweth  who  the  Son  is,  but  the  Father;  and  who  the 
Father  is,  but  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom  the  Son  will  reveal  him/' 

And  he  turned  him  unto  his  disciples,  and  said  privately, 

"Blessed  are  the  eyes  which  see  the  things  that  ye  see:  for  I 
tell  you,  that  many  prophets  and  kings  have  desired  to  see  those 
things  which  ye  see,  and  have  not  seen  them;  and  to  hear  those 
things  which  ye  hear,  and  have  not  heard  them/' 

And,  behold,  a  certain  lawyer  stood  up,  and  tempted  him, 
saying,  "Master,  what  shall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life?" 

He  said  unto  him,  "What  is  written  in  the  law?  how  readest 
thou?" 
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And  he  answering  said,  "Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
strength,  and  with  all  thy  mind;  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyself." 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "Thou  hast  answered  right:  this  do, 
and  thou  shalt  live/' 

But  he,  willing  to  justify  himself,  said  unto  Jesus,  "And  who 
is  my  neighbour?" 

And  Jesus  answering  said, 

"A  certain  man  went  down  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  and 
fell  among  thieves,  which  stripped  him  of  his  raiment,  and 
wounded  him,  and  departed,  leaving  him  half  dead.  And  by 
chance  there  came  down  a  certain  priest  that  way:  and  when  he 
saw  him,  he  passed  by  on  the  other  side.  And  likewise  a  Levite, 
when  he  was  at  the  place,  came  and  looked  on  him,  and  passed 
by  on  the  other  side.  But  a  certain  Samaritan,  as  he  journeyed, 
came  where  he  was:  and  when  he  saw  him,  he  had  compassion 
on  him,  and  went  to  him,  and  bound  up  his  wounds,  pouring  in 
oil  and  wine,  and  set  him  on  his  own  beast,  and  brought  him  to 
an  inn,  and  took  care  of  him.  And  on  the  morrow  when  he  de- 
parted, he  took  out  two  pence,  and  gave  them  to  the  host,  and 
said  unto  him,  'Take  care  of  him;  and  whatsoever  thou  spendest 
more,  when  I  come  again,  I  will  repay  thee.'  Which  now  of 
these  three,  thinkest  thou,  was  neighbour  unto  him  that  fell 
among  the  thieves?" 

And  he  said,  "He  that  showed  mercy  on  him/' 

Then  said  Jesus  unto  him,  "Go,  and  do  thou  likewise/' 

Now  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  went,  that  he  entered  into  a 
certain  village:  and  a  certain  woman  named  Martha  received 
him  into  her  house.  And  she  had  a  sister  called  Mary,  which 
also  sat  at  Jesus'  feet,  and  heard  his  word.  But  Martha  was  cum- 
bered about  much  serving,  and  came  to  him,  and  said,  "Lord, 
dost  thou  not  care  that  my  sister  hath  left  me  to  serve  alone? 
bid  her  therefore  that  she  help  me." 

And  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  her,  "Martha,  Martha,  thou 
art  careful  and  troubled  about  many  things.  But  one  thing  is 
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needful:  and  Mary  hath  chosen  that  good  part,  which  shall  not 
be  taken  away  from  her/' 

And  he  was  casting  out  a  devil,  and  it  was  dumb.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  the  devil  was  gone  out,  the  dumb  spoke;  and 
the  people  wondered.  But  some  of  them  said,  "He  casteth  out 
devils  through  Beelzebub  the  chief  of  the  devils."  And  others, 
tempting  him,  sought  of  him  a  sign  from  heaven. 

But  he,  knowing  their  thoughts,  said  unto  them, 

"Every  kingdom  divided  against  itself  is  brought  to  desola^ 
tion;  and  a  house  divided  against  a  house  falleth.  If  Satan  also  be 
divided  against  himself,  how  shall  his  kingdom  stand?  because 
ye  say  that  I  cast  out  devils  through  Beelzebub.  And  if  I  by 
Beelzebub  cast  out  devils,  by  whom  do  your  sons  cast  them  out? 
therefore  shall  they  be  your  judges.  But  if  I  with  the  finger  of 
God  cast  out  devils,  no  doubt  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come 
upon  you.  When  a  strong  man  armed  keepeth  his  palace,  his 
goods  are  in  peace:  but  when  a  stronger  than  he  shall  come  upon 
him,  and  overcome  him,  he  taketh  from  him  all  his  armour  where^ 
in  he  trusted,  and  divideth  his  spoils.  He  that  is  not  with  me  is 
against  me:  and  he  that  gathereth  not  with  me  scattereth.  When 
the  unclean  spirit  is  gone  out  of  a  man,  he  walketh  through  dry 
places,  seeking  rest;  and  finding  none,  he  saith,  1  will  return 
unto  my  house  whence  I  came  out. '  And  when  he  cometh,  he  find- 
eth  it  swept  and  garnished.  Then  goeth  he,  and  taketh  to  him 
seven  other  spirits  more  wicked  than  himself;  and  they  enter  in, 
and  dwell  there:  and  the  last  state  of  that  man  is  worse  than  the 
first." 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  spoke  these  things,  a  certain  woman 
of  the  company  lifted  up  her  voice,  and  said  unto  him,  "Blessed 
is  the  womb  that  bore  thee,  and  the  paps  which  thou  hast  sucked. " 

But  he  said,  "Yea  rather,  blessed  are  they  that  hear  the  word 
of  God,  and  keep  it." 

And  when  the  people  were  gathered  thick  together,  he  be- 
gan to  say, 
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"This  is  an  evil  generation:  they  seek  a  sign;  and  there  shall 
no  sign  be  given  it,  but  the  sign  of  Jonas  the  prophet.  For  as 
Jonas  was  a  sign  unto  the  Ninevites,  so  shall  also  the  Son  of  Man 
be  to  this  generation,  The  queen  of  the  south  shall  rise  up  in  the 
judgment  with  the  men  of  this  generation,  and  condemn  them: 
for  she  came  from  the  utmost  parts  of  the  earth  to  hear  the  wis- 
dom of  Solomon;  and,  behold,  a  greater  than  Solomon  is  here; 
The  men  of  Nineveh  shall  rise  up  in  the  judgment  with  this  gen- 
eration, and  shall  condemn  it:  for  they  repented  at  the  preach- 
ing of  Jonas;  and,  behold,  a  greater  than  Jonas  is  here." 

And  as  he  spoke,  a  certain  Pharisee  besought  him  to  dine  with 
him:  and  he  went  in,  and  sat  down  to  meat.  And  when  the  Phar- 
isee saw  it,  he  marvelled  that  he  had  not  first  washed  before 
dinner.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him, 

"Now  do  ye  Pharisees  make  clean  the  outside  of  the  cup  and 
the  platter;  but  your  inward  part  is  full  of  ravening  and  wicked- 
ness. Ye  fools,  did  not  he  that  made  that  which  is  without  make 
that  which  is  within  also?  But  rather  give  alms  of  such  things  as 
ye  have;  and,  behold,  all  things  are  clean  unto  you.  Woe  unto 
you,  Pharisees!  for  ye  love  the  uppermost  seats  in  the  syna- 
gogues, and  greetings  in  the  markets.  Woe  unto  you,  scribes 
and  Pharisees,  hypocrites!  for  ye  are  as  graves  which  appear 
not,  and  the  men  that  walk  over  them  are  not  aware  of  them/' 

Then  answered  one  of  the  lawyers,  and  said  unto  him, 
"Master,  thus  saying  thou  reproachest  us  also." 

"  And  he  said,  "Woe  unto  you  also,  ye  lawyers !  for  ye  lade 
men  with  burdens  grievous  to  be  borne,  and  ye  yourselves  touch 
not  the  burdens  with  one  of  your  fingers.  Woe  unto  you,  law- 
yers !  for  ye  have  taken  away  the  key  of  knowledge:  ye  entered 
not  in  yourselves,  and  them  that  were  entering  in  ye  hindered." 

And  as  he  said  these  things  unto  them,  the  scribes  and  the 
Pharisees  began  to  urge  him  vehemently,  and  to  provoke  him  to 
speak  of  many  things:  laying  wait  for  him,  and  seeking  to  catch 
something  out  of  his  mouth,  that  they  might  accuse  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  when  there  were  gathered  together  an  in- 
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numerable  multitude  of  people,  insomuch  that  they  trod  one 
upon  another,  he  began  to  say  unto  his  disciples  first  of  all, 

"Beware  ye  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees,  which  is  hypocrisy. 
For  there  is  nothing  covered,  that  shall  not  be  revealed;  neither 
hid,  that  shall  not  be  known.  Therefore  whatsoever  ye  have 
spoken  in  darkness  shall  be  heard  in  the  light;  and  that  which  ye 
have  spoken  in  the  ear  in  closets  shall  be  proclaimed  upon  the 
housetops. 

"And  I  say  unto  you  my  friends,  'Be  not  afraid  of  them  that 
kill  the  body,  and  after  that  have  no  more  that  they  can  do. '  But 
I  will  forewarn  you  whom  ye  shall  fear:  Tear  him,  which  after 
he  hath  killed  hath  power  to  cast  into  hell';  yea,  I  say  unto  you, 
Tear  him/  Are  not  five  sparrows  sold  for  two  farthings,  and 
not  one  of  them  is  forgotten  before  God?  But  even  the  very 
hairs  of  your  head  are  all  numbered.  Fear  not  therefore:  ye  are 
of  more  value  than  many  sparrows. 

"Also  I  say  unto  you,  'Whosoever  shall  confess  me  before 
men,  him  shall  the  Son  of  Man  also  confess  before  the  angels  of 
God:  but  he  that  denieth  me  before  men  shall  be  denied  before 
the  angels  of  God,  And  whosoever  shall  speak  a  word  against 
the  Son  of  Man,  it  shall  be  forgiven  him:  but  unto  him  that 
blasphemeth  against  the  Holy  Ghost  it  shall  not  be  forgiven. 
And  when  they  bring  you  unto  the  synagogues,  and  unto  magis- 
trates, and  powers,  take  ye  no  thought  how  or  what  thing  ye 
shall  answer,  or  what  ye  shall  say:  for  the  Holy  Ghost  shall 
teach  you  in  the  same  hour  what  ye  ought  to  say. '" 

And  one  of  the  company  said  unto  him,  "Master,  speak  to  my 
brother,  that  he  divide  the  inheritance  with  me." 

And  he  said  unto  him,  "Man,  who  made  me  a  judge  or  a 
divider  over  you?" 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Take  heed,  and  beware  of  covetous- 
ness:  for  a  man's  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the 
things  which  he  possesseth," 

And  he  spoke  a  parable  unto  them,  saying, 

"The  ground  of  a  certain  rich  man  brought  forth  plentifully: 
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And  he  thought  within  himself,  saying,  'What  shall  I  do,  be- 
cause I  have  no  room  where  to  bestow  my  fruits?'  And  he  said, 
This  will  I  do:  I  will  pull  down  my  barns,  and  build  greater; 
and  there  will  I  bestow  all  my  fruits  and  my  goods.  And  I  will 
say  to  my  soul,  "Soul,  thou  hast  much  goods  laid  up  for  many 
years;  take  thine  ease,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry/' '  But  God  said 
unto  him,  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul  shall  be  required  of 
thee:  then  whose  shall  those  things  be,  which  thou  hast  pro- 
vided?' So  is  he  that  layeth  up  treasure  for  himself,  and  is  not 
rich  toward  God. 

"Blessed  are  those  servants,  whom  the  lord  when  he  cometh 
shall  find  watching:  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  he  shall  gird 
himself,  and  make  them  to  sit  down  to  meat,  and  will  come 
forth  and  serve  them.  And  if  he  shall  come  in  the  second  watch, 
or  come  in  the  third  watch,  and  find  them  so,  blessed  are  those 
servants.  And  this  know,  that  if  the  goodman  of  the  house  had 
known  what  hour  the  thief  would  come,  he  would  have  watched, 
and  not  have  suffered  his  house  to  be  broken  through.  Be  ye 
therefore  ready  also:  for  the  Son  of  Man  cometh  at  an  hour  when 
ye  think  not." 

Then  Peter  said  unto  him,  "Lord,  speakest  thou  this  parable 
unto  us,  or  even  to  all?" 

And  the  Lord  said, 

"Who  then  is  that  faithful  and  wise  steward,  whom  his  lord 
shall  make  ruler  over  his  household,  to  give  them  their  portion 
of  meat  in  due  season?  Blessed  is  that  servant,  whom  his  lord 
when  he  cometh  shall  find  so  doing.  Of  a  truth  I  say  unto  you 
that  he  will  make  him  ruler  over  all  that  he  hath.  But  and  if  that 
servant  say  in  his  heart,  'My  lord  delay eth  his  coming/  and 
shall  begin  to  beat  the  menservants  and  maidens,  and  to  eat 
and  drink,  and  to  be  drunken,  the  lord  of  that  servant  will  come 
in  a  day  when  he  looketh  not  for  him,  and  at  an  hour  when  he  is 
not  aware,  and  will  cut  him  in  sunder,  and  will  appoint  him  his 
portion  with  the  unbelievers.  And  that  servant,  which  knew 
his  lord's  will,  and  prepared  not  himself,  neither  did  according 
to  his  will,  shall  be  beaten  with  many  stripes.  But  he  that  knew 
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not,  and  did  commit  things  worthy  of  stripes,  stall  be  beaten 
with  few  stripes.  For  unto  whomsoever  much  is  given,  of  him 
shall  be  much  required:  and  to  whom  men  have  committed 
much,  of  him  they  will  ask  the  more. 

"I  am  come  to  send  fire  on  the  earth;  and  what  will  I,  if  it  be 
already  kindled?  But  I  have  a  baptism  to  be  baptized  with; 
and  how  am  I  straitened  till  it  be  accomplished!  Suppose  ye 
that  I  am  come  to  give  peace  on  earth?  I  tell  you,  'Nay;  but  rather 
division':  for  from  henceforth  there  shall  be  five  in  one  house 
divided,  three  against  two,  and  two  against  three.  The  father 
shall  be  divided  against  the  son,  and  the  son  against  the  father; 
the  mother  against  the  daughter,  and  the  daughter  against  the 
mother;  the  mother-in-law  against  her  daughter-in-law,  and  the 
daughter-in-law  against  her  mother-in-law." 

And  he  said  also  to  the  people, 

"When  ye  see  a  cloud  rise  out  of  the  west,  straightway  ye 
say,  'There  cometh  a  shower';  and  so  it  is.  And  when  ye  see  the 
south  wind  blow,  ye  say,  'There  will  be  heat';  and  it  cometh  to 
pass.  Ye  hypocrites,  ye  can  discern  the  face  of  the  sky  and  of  the 
earth;  but  how  is  it  that  ye  do  not  discern  this  time?  Yea,  and 
why  even  of  yourselves  judge  ye  not  what  is  right? 

"When  thou  goest  with  thine  adversary  to  the  magistrate,  as 
thou  art  in  the  way,  give  diligence  that  thou  mayest  be  de- 
livered from  him;  lest  he  hale  thee  to  the  judge,  and  the  judge 
deliver  thee  to  the  officer,  and  the  officer  cast  thee  into  prison. 
I  tell  thee,  thou  shalt  not  depart  thence,  till  thou  hast  paid  the 
very  last  mite." 

And  he  was  teaching  in  one  of  the  synagogues  on  the  sab- 
bath. And,  behold,  there  was  a  woman  which  had  a  spirit  of 
infirmity  eighteen  years,  and  was  bowed  together,  and  could  in 
no  wise  lift  up  herself.  And  when  Jesus  saw  her,  he  called  her  to 
him,  and  said  unto  her,  "Woman,  thou  art  loosed  from  thine 
infirmity."  And  he  laid  his  hands  on  her:  and  immediately  she 
was  made  straight,  and  glorified  God. 

And  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue  answered  with  indignation, 
because  that  Jesus  had  healed  on  the  sabbath  day,  and  said  unto 
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the  people,  "There  are  six  days  in  which  men  ought  to  work:  in 
them  therefore  come  and  be  healed,  and  not  on  the  sabbath 
day/' 

The  Lord  then  answered  him,  and  said,  "Thou  hypocrite, 
doth  not  each  one  of  you  on  the  sabbath  loose  his  ox  or  his  ass 
from  the  stall,  and  lead  him  away  to  watering?  And  ought  not 
this  woman,  being  a  daughter  of  Abraham,  whom  Satan  hath 
bound,  lo,  these  eighteen  years,  be  loosed  from  this  bond  on 
the  sabbath  day?" 

And  when  he  had  said  these  things,  all  his  adversaries  were 
ashamed:  and  all  the  people  rejoiced  for  all  the  glorious  things 
that  were  done  by  him.  And  he  went  through  the  cities  and 
villages,  teaching,  and  journeying  toward  Jerusalem. 

Then  said  one  unto  him,  "Lord,  are  there  few  that  be  saved?" 

And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate:  Tor  many/  I  say  unto 
you,  'will  seek  to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able. 9  When  once  the 
master  of  the  house  is  risen  up,  and  hath  shut  to  the  door,  and  ye 
begin  to  stand  without,  and  to  knock  at  the  door,  saying,  'Lord, 
Lord,  open  unto  us';  and  he  shall  answer  and  say  unto  you,  'I 
know  you  not  whence  ye  are':  then  shall  ye  begin  to  say,  'We 
have  eaten  and  drunk  in  thy  presence,  and  thou  hast  taught  in 
our  streets. '  But  he  shall  say,  1  tell  you,  I  know  you  not  whence 
ye  are;  depart  from  me,  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity.'  There  shall 
be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth,  when  ye  shall  see  Abraham, 
and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  prophets,  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  you  yourselves  thrust  out.  And  they  shall  come  from 
the  east,  and  from  the  west,  and  from  the  north,  and  from  the 
south,  and  shall  sit  down  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  And,  behold, 
there  are  last  which  shall  be  first  and  there  are  first  which  shall 
be  last/' 

The  same  day  there  came  certain  of  the  Pharisees,  saying 
unto  him,  "Get  thee  out,  and  depart  hence:  for  Herod  will  kill 
thee." 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Go  ye,  and  tell  that  fox,  'Behold,  I 
cast  out  devils,  and  I  do  cures  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  the 
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third  day  I  shall  be  perfected. *  Nevertheless  I  must  walk  to-day, 
and  to-morrow,  and  the  day  following:  for  it  cannot  be  that  a 
prophet  perish  out  of  Jerusalem/' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  went  into  the  house  of  one  of  the 
chief  Pharisees  to  eat  bread  on  the  sabbath  day,  that  they 
watched  him.  And,  behold,  there  was  a  certain  man  before  him 
which  had  the  dropsy.  And  Jesus  answering  spoke  unto  the 
lawyers  and  Pharisees,  saying,  "Is  it  lawful  to  heal  on  the  sab- 
bath day?" 

And  they  held  their  peace.  And  he  took  him,  and  healed  him, 
and  let  him  go;  and  answered  them,  saying,  "Which  of  you  shall 
have  an  ass  or  an  ox  fallen  into  a  pit,  and  will  not  straightway 
pull  him  out  on  the  sabbath  day?" 

And  they  could  not  answer  him  again  to  these  things. 

And  he  put  forth'  a  parable  to  those  which  were  bidden, 
when  he  marked  how  they  chose  out  the  chief  rooms:  saying 
unto  them, 

"When  thou  art  bidden  of  any  man  to  a  wedding,  sit  not 
down  in  the  highest  room;  lest  a  more  honourable  man  than 
thou  be  bidden  of  him;  and  he  that  bade  thee  and  him  come  and 
say  to  thee,  'Give  this  man  place';  and  thou  begin  with  shame 
to  take  the  lowest  room.  But  when  thou  art  bidden,  go  and  sit 
down  in  the  lowest  room;  that  when  he  that  bade  thee  cometh, 
he  may  say  unto  thee,  'Friend,  go  up  higher':  then  shalt  thou 
have  worship  in  the  presence  of  them  that  sit  at  meat  with  thee. 
For  whosoever  exalteth  himself  shall  be  abased;  and  he  that 
humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted." 

Then  said  he  also  to  him  that  bade  him, 

"When  thou  makest  a  dinner  or  a  supper,  call  not  thy  friends, 
nor  thy  brethren,  neither  thy  kinsmen,  nor  thy  rich  neighbours; 
lest  they  also  bid  thee  again,  and  a  recompense  be  made  thee. 
But  when  thou  makest  a  feast,  call  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the 
lame,  the  blind:  and  thou  shalt  be  blessed;  for  they  cannot  rec- 
ompense thee:  for  thou  shalt  be  recompensed  at  the  resurrection 
of  the  just." 

And  when  one  of  them  that  sat  at  meat  with  him  heard  these 
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things,  he  said  unto  him,  "Blessed  is  he  that  shall  eat  bread  in 
the  kingdom  of  God. " 

Then  said  he  unto  him, 

"A  certain  man  made  a  great  supper,  and  bade  many:  and 
sent  his  servant  at  supper  time  to  say  to  them  that  were  bidden, 
'Come;  for  all  things  are  now  ready/  And  they  all  with  one 
consent  began  to  make  excuse.  The  first  said  unto  him,  'I  have 
bought  a  piece  of  ground,  and  I  must  needs  go  and  see  it:  I  pray 
thee  have  me  excused/  And  another  said,  1  have  bought  five 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  I  go  to  prove  them:  I  pray  thee  have  me  ex- 
cused/ And  another  said,  'I  have  married  a  wife,  and  therefore 
I  cannot  come/  So  that  servant  came,  and  showed  his  lord 
these  things.  Then  the  master  of  the  house  being  angry  said  to 
his  servant,  'Go  out  quickly  into  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the 
city,  and  bring  in  hither  the  poor,  and  the  maimed,  and  the  halt, 
and  the  blind/  And  the  servant  said,  'Lord,  it  is  done  as  thou 
hast  commanded,  and  yet  there  is  room.  *  And  the  lord  said  unto 
the^servant,  'Go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and  compel 
them  to  come  in,  that  my  house  may  be  filled.  For  I  say  unto  you 

that  none  of  those  men  which  were  bidden  shall  taste  of  my 

>» 
supper. 

And  there  went  great  multitudes  with  him:  and  he  turned, 
and  said  unto  them, 

"If  any  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father,  and  mother, 
and  wife,  and  children,  and  brethren,  and  sisters,  yea;  and  his 
own  life  also,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple.  And  whosoever  doth 
not  bear  his  cross,  and  come  after  me,  cannot  be  my  disciple. 
For  which  of  you,  intending  to  build  a  tower,  sitteth  not  down 
first,  and  counteth  the  cost,  whether  he  have  sufficient  to  finish 
it?  Lest  haply,  after  he  hath  laid  the  foundation,  and  is  not  able 
to  finish  it,  all  that  behold  it  begin  to  mock  him,  saying,  This 
man  began  to  build,  and  was  not  able  to  finish/  Or  what  king, 
going  to  make  war  against  another  king,  sitteth  not  down  first, 
'and  consulteth  whether  he  be  able  with  ten  thousand  to  meet 
him  that  cometh  against  him  with  twenty  thousand?  Or  else, 
while  the  other  is  yet  a  great  way  off,  he  sendeth  an  embassage, 
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and  desireth  conditions  of  peace.  So  likewise,  whosoever  lie  be 
of  you  that  forsaketh  not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my 
disciple." 

Then  drew  near  unto  him  all  the  publicans  and  sinners  for 
to  hear  him.  And  the  Pharisees  and  scribes  murmured,  saying, 
"This  man  receiveth  sinners,  and  eateth  with  them." 

And  he  spoke  this  parable  unto  them,  saying, 

"What  man  of  you,  having  a  hundred  sheep,  if  he  lose  one  of 
them,  doth  not  leave  the  ninety  and  nine  in  the  wilderness,  and 
go  after  that  which  is  lost,  until  he  find  it?  And  when  he  hath 
found  it,  he  layeth  it  on  his  shoulders,  rejoicing.  And  when  he 
cometh  home,  he  calleth  together  his  friends  and  neighbours, 
saying  unto  them,  'Rejoice  with  me;  for  I  have  found  my  sheep 
which  was  lost/  I  say  unto  you  that  likewise  joy  shall  be  in 
heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth,  more  than  over  ninety 
and  nine  just  persons,  which  need  no  repentance. 

"Either  what  woman  having  ten  pieces  of  silver,  if  she  lose 
one  piece,  doth  not  light  a  candle,  and  sweep  the  house,  and 
seek  diligently  till  she  find  it?  And  when  she  hath  found  it,  she 
calleth  her  friends  and  her  neighbours  together,  saying,  'Re- 
joice with  me;  for  I  have  found  the  piece  which  I  had  lost. '  Like- 
wise, I  say  unto  you,  there  is  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of 
God  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth/' 

And  he  said, 

"A  certain  man  had  two  sons:  and  the  younger  of  them  said 
to  his  father,  'Father,  give  me  the  portion  of  goods  that  falleth 
to  me. '  And  he  divided  unto  them  his  living.  And  not  many  days 
after  the  younger  son  gathered  all  together,  and  took  his  jour- 
ney into  a  far  country,  and  there  wasted  his  substance  with 
riotous  living.  And  when  he  had  spent  all,  there  arose  a  mighty 
famine  in  that  land;  and  he  began  to  be  in  want.  And  he  went 
and  joined  himself  to  a  citizen  of  that  country;  and  he  sent  him 
into  his  fields  to  feed  swine.  And  he  would  fain  have  filled  his 
belly  with  the  husks  that  the  swine  did  eat:  and  no  man  gave 
unto  him. 

"And  when  he  came  to  himself,  he  said,  'How  many  hired 
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servants  of  my  father's  have  bread  enough  and  to  spare,  and  I 
perish  with  hunger!  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and  will 
say  unto  him,  "Father,  I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  before 
thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son:  -  make  me  as 
one  of  thy  hired  servants. 

"And  he  arose,  and  came  to  his  father.  But  when  he  was  yet  a 
great  way  off,  his  father  saw  him,  and  had  compassion,  and  ran, 
and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kissed  him.  And  the  son  said  unto  him, 
'Father,  I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am 
no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son/  But  the  father  said  to  his 
servants,  'Bring  forth  the  best  robe,  and  put  it  on  him;  and  put 
a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  shoes,  on  his  feet:  and  bring  hither  the 
fatted  calf,  and  kill  it;  and  let  us  eat,  and  be  merry:  for  this  my 
son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again;  he  was  lost,  and  is  found. '  And 
they  began  to  be  merry. 

"Now  his  elder  son  was  in  the  field:  and  as  he  came  and  drew 
nigh  to  the  house,  he  heard  music  and  dancing.  And  he  called 
one  of  the  servants,  and  asked  what  these  things  meant.  And  he 
said  unto  him,  'Thy  brother  is  come;  and  thy  father  hath  killed 
the  fatted  calf,  because  he  hath  received  him  safe  and  sound. ' 
And  he  was  angry,  and  would  not  go  in:  therefore  came  his 
father  out,  and  intreated  him.  And  he  answering  said  to  his 
father,  'Lo,  these  many  years  do  I  serve  thee,  neither  trans- 
gressed I  at  any  time  thy  commandment:  and  yet  thou  never 
gavest  me  a  kid,  that  I  might  make  merry  with  my  friends:  but 
as  soon  as  this  thy  son  was  come,  which  hath  devoured  thy  liv- 
ing with  harlots,  thou  hast  killed  for  him  the  fatted  calf. '  And  he 
said  unto  him,  'Son,  thou  art  ever  with  me,  and  all  that  I  have 
is  thine.  It  was  meet  that  we  should  make  merry,  and  be  glad: 
for  this  thy  brother  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again;  and  was  lost, 
and  is  found/" 

And  he  said  also  unto  his  disciples, 

"There  was  a  certain  rich  man,  which  had  a  steward;  and  the 
same  was  accused  unto  him  that  he  had  wasted  his  goods.  And 
he  called  him,  and  said  unto  him,  'How  is  it  that  I  hear  this  of 
thee?  give  an  account  of  thy  stewardship;  for  thou  mayest  be  no 
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longer  steward/  Then  the  steward  said  within  himself,  'What 
shall  I  do?  for  my  lord  taketh  away  from  me  the  stewardship:  I 
cannot  dig;  to  beg  I  am  ashamed.!  am  resolved  what  to  do,  that, 
when  I  am  put  out  of  the  stewardship,  they  may  receive  me  into 
their  houses. '  So  he  called  every  one  of  his  lord's  debtors  unto 
him,  and  said  unto  the  first,  'How  much  owest  thou  unto  my 
lord?'  And  he  said,  'A  hundred  measures  of  oil/  And  he  said 
unto  him,  'Take  thy  bill,  and  sit  down  quickly,  and  write  fifty.  * 
Then  said  he  to  another,  'And  how  much  owest  thou?'  And  he 
said,  'A  hundred  measures  of  wheat/  And  he  said  unto  him, 
'Take  thy  bill,  and  write  fourscore. '  And  the  lord  commended 
the  unjust  steward,  because  he  had  done  wisely:  for  the  children 
of  this  world  are  in  their  generation  wiser  than  the  children  of 
light.  And  I  say  unto  you,  'Make  to  yourselves  friends  of  the 
mammon  of  unrighteousness';  that,  when  ye  fail,  they  may  re- 
ceive you  into  everlasting  habitations.  He  that  is  faithful  in  that 
which  is  least  is  faithful  also  in  much:  and  he  that  is  unjust  in 
the  least  is  unjust  also  in  much.  If  therefore  ye  have  not  been 
faithful  in  the  unrighteous  mammon,  who  will  commit  to  your 
trust  the  true  riches?  And  if  ye  have  not  been  faithful  in  that 
which  is  another  man's,  who  shall  give  you  that  which  is  your 
own? 

"No  servant  can  serve  two  masters:  for  either  he  will  hate  the 
one,  and  love  the  other;  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the  one,  and 
despise  the  other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon/7 

And  the  Pharisees  also,  who  were  covetous,  heard  all  these 
things:  and  they  derided  him.  And  he  said  unto  them, 

"Ye  are  they  which  justify  yourselves  before  men;  but  God 
knoweth  your  hearts:  for  that  which  is  highly  esteemed  among 
men  is  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God.  The  law  and  the  prophets 
were  until  John:  since  that  time  the  kingdom  of  God  is  preached, 
and  every  man  presseth  into  it.  And  it  is  easier  for  heaven  and 
earth  to  pass,  than  one  tittle  of  the  law  to  fail. 

"There  was  a  certain  rich  man,  which  was  clothed  in  purple 
and  fine  linen,  and  fared  sumptuously  every  day:  and  there  was 
a  certain  beggar  named  Lazarus,  which  was  laid  at  his  gate,  full 
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of  sores,  and  desiring  to  "be  fed  with  the  crumbs  which  fell  from 
the  rich  man's  table:  moreover  the  dogs  came  and  licked  his 
sores.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  the  beggar  died,  and  was  car- 
ried by  the  angels  into  Abraham's  bosom:  the  rich  man  also 
died,  and  was  buried;  and  in  hell  he  lift  up  his  eyes,  being  in 
torments,  and  seeth  Abraham  afar  off,  and  Lazarus  in  his 
bosom. 

"And  he  cried  and  said,  'Father  Abraham,  have  mercy  on  me, 
and  send  Lazarus,  that  he  may  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  in  water, 
and  cool  my  tongue;  for  I  am  tormented  in  this  flame. '  But  Abra- 
ham said,  'Son,  remember  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime  receivedst 
thy  good  things,  and  likewise  Lazarus  evil  things:  but  now  he 
is  comforted,  and  thou  art  tormented,  And  beside  all  this,  be- 
tween us  and  you  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed:  so  that  they  which 
would  pass  from  hence  to  you  cannot;  neither  can  they  pass  to 
us,  that  would  come  from  thence. ' 

"Then  he  said,  'I  pray  thee  therefore,  father,  that  thou  would- 
est  send  him  to  my  father's  house:  for  I  have  five  brethren;  that 
he  may  testify  unto  them,  lest  they  also  come  into  this  place  of 
torment.'  Abraham  saith  unto  him,  They  have  Moses  and  the 
prophets;  let  them  hear  them. ' 

"And  he  said,  'Nay,  Father  Abraham:  but  if  one  went  unto 
them  from  the  dead,  they  will  repent. '  And  he  said  unto  him, 
'If  they  hear  not  Moses  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be 
persuaded,  though  one  rose  from  the  dead. '" 

Then  said  he  unto  the  disciples, 

"It  is  impossible  but  that  offences  will  come:  but  woe  unto 
him  through  whom  they  come !  It  were  better  for  him  that  a 
millstone  were  hanged  about  his  neck,  and  he  cast  into  the  sea, 
than  that  he  should  offend  one  of  these  little  ones.  Take  heed  to 
yourselves:  if  thy  brother  trespass  against  thee,  rebuke  him;  and 
if  he  repent,  forgive  him.  And  if  he  trespass  against  thee  seven 
times  in  a  day,  and  seven  times  in  a  day  turn  again  to  thee,  say- 
ing, 'I  repent';  thou  shalt  forgive  him.  * 

And  the  apostles  said  unto  the  Lord,  "Increase  our  faith/' 
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And  the  Lord  said, 

"If  ye  had  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  ye  might  say  unto 
this  sycamine  tree,  'Be  thou  plucked  up  by  the  root,  and  be  thou 
planted  in  the  sea5;  and  it  should  obey  you.  But  which  of  you, 
having  a  servant  plowing  or  feeding  cattle,  will  say  unto  him 
by  and  by,  when  he  is  come  from  the  field,  'Go  and  sit  down  to 
meat'?  And  will  not  rather  say  unto  him,  'Make  ready  where- 
with I  may  sup,  and  gird  thyself,  and  serve  me,  till  I  have  eaten 
and  drunken;  and  afterward  thou  shalt  eat  and  drink?  Doth  he 
thank  that  servant  because  he  did  the  things  that  were  com- 
manded him?  I  trow  not.  So  likewise  ye,  when  ye  shall  have 
done  all  those  things  which  are  commanded  you,  say,  'We  are 
unprofitable  servants:  we  have  done  that  which  was  our  duty 
to  do/" 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  went  to  Jerusalem,  that  he  passed 
through  the  midst  of  Samaria  and  Galilee.  And  as  he  entered 
into  a  certain  village,  there  met  him  ten  men  that  were  lepers, 
which  stood  afar  off:  and  they  lifted  up  their  voices,  and  said, 
"Jesus,  Master,  have  mercy  on  us." 

And  when  he  saw  them,  he  said  unto  them,  "Go  show  your- 
selves unto  the  priests/'  And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  as  they  went, 
they  were  cleansed.  And  one  of  them,  when  he  saw  that  he  was 
healed,  turned  back,  and  with  a  loud  voice  glorified  God,  and 
fell  down  on  his  face  at  his  feet,  giving  him  thanks:  and  he  was 
a  Samaritan. 

And  Jesus  answering  said,  "Were  there  not  ten  cleansed?  but 
where  are  the  nine?  There  are  not  found  that  returned  to  give 
glory  to  God,  save  this  stranger."  And  he  said  unto  him,  "Arise, 
go  thy  way:  thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole." 

And  he  spoke  a  parable  unto  them  to  this  end,  that  men  ought 
always  to  pray,  and  not  to  faint,  saying, 

"There  was  in  a  city  a  judge,  which  feared  not  God,  neither 
regarded  man:  and  there  was  a  widow  in  that  city;  and  she 
came  unto  him,  saying,  'Avenge  me  of  mine  adversary/  And  he 
would  not  for  a  while:  but  afterward  he  said  within  himself, 
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Though  I  fear  not  God,  nor  regard  man;  yet  because  this  widow 
troubleth  me,  I  will  avenge  her,  lest  by  her  continual  coming 
she  weary  me. '" 

And  the  Lord  said,  "Hear  what  the  unjust  judge  saith.  And 
shall  not  God  avenge  his  own  elect,  which  cry  day  and  night 
unto  him,  though  he  bear  long  with  them?  I  tell  you  that  he  will 
avenge  them  speedily.  Nevertheless  when  the  Son  of  Man 
cometh,  shall  he  find  faith  on  the  earth?" 

And  he  spoke  this  parable  unto  certain  which  trusted  in 
themselves  that  they  were  righteous,  and  despised  others: 

"Two  men  went  up  into  the  temple  to  pray;  the  one  a  Phari- 
see, and  the  other  a  publican.  The  Pharisee  stood  and  prayed 
thus  with  himself,  'God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other  men 
are,  extortioners,  unjust,  adulterers,  or  even  as  this  publican.  I 
fast  twice  in  the  week,  I  give  tithes  of  all  that  I  possess. '  And  the 
publican,  standing  afar  off,  would  not  lift  up  so  much  as  his  eyes 
unto  heaven,  but  smote  upon  his  breast,  saying,  'God  be  merci- 
ful to  me  a  sinner. '  I  tell  you,  this  man  went  down  to  his  house 
justified  rather  than  the  other:  for  every  one  that  exalteth  him- 
self shall  be  abased;  and  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be 
exalted, " 

And  Jesus  entered  and  passed  through  Jericho.  And,  behold, 
there  was  a  man  named  Zacchasus,  which  was  the  chief  among 
the  publicans,  and  he  was  rich.  And  he  sought  to  see  Jesus  who 
he  was;  and  could  not  for  the  press,  because  he  was  little  of 
stature.  And  he  ran  before,  and  climbed  up  into  a  sycamore 
tree  to  see  him:  for  he  was  to  pass  that  way. 

And  when  Jesus  came  to  the  place,  he  looked  up,  and  saw 
him,  and  said  unto  him,  "Zacchaeus,  make  haste,  and  come 
down;  for  to-day  I  must  abide  at  thy  house. "  And  he  made  haste, 
and  came  down,  and  received  him  joyfully.  And  when  they  saw 
it,  they  all  murmured,  saying  that  he  was  gone  to  be  guest  with 
a  man  that  is  a  sinner. 

And  Zacchseus  stood,  and  said  unto  the  Lord:  "Behold,  Lord, 
the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to  the  poor;  and  if  I  have  taken  any 
thing  from  any  man  by  false  accusation,  I  restore  him  fourfold." 
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And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  "This  day  is  salvation  come  to  this 
house,  forsomuch  as  he  also  is  a  son  of  Abraham." 


Trial  oj  Jesus 

And  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  the  elders  of  the  people  and  the 
chief  priests  and  the  scribes  came  together,  and  led  him  into 
their  council,  saying,  "Art  thou  the  Christ?  tell  us." 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "If  I  tell  you,  ye  will  not  believe:  and 
if  I  also  ask  you,  ye  will  not  answer  me,  nor  let  me  go.  Hereafter 
shall  the  Son  of  Man  sit  on  the  right  hand  of  the  power  of  God." 

Then  said  they  all,  "Art  thou  then  the  Son  of  God?" 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Ye  say  that  I  am." 

And  they  said,  "What  need  we  any  further  witness?  for  we 
ourselves  have  heard  of  his  own  mouth." 

And  the  whole  multitude  of  them  arose,  and  led  him  unto 
Pilate.  And  they  began  to  accuse  him,  saying,  "We  found  this 
fellow  perverting  the  nation,  and  forbidding  to  give  tribute  to 
Caesar,  saying  that  he  himself  is  Christ  a  King." 

And  Pilate  asked  him,  saying,  "Art  thou  the  King  of  the 
Jews?" 

And  he  answered  him  and  said,  "Thou  sayest  it/* 

Then  said  Pilate  to  the  chief  priests  and  to  the  people,  "I  find 
no  fault  in  this  man." 

And  they  were  the  more  fierce,  saying,  "He  stirreth  up  the 
people,  teaching  throughout  all  Jewry,  beginning  from  Galilee 
to  this  place." 

When  Pilate  heard  of  Galilee,  he  asked  whether  the  man 
were  a  Galilaean.  And  as  soon  as  he  knew  that  he  belonged  unto 
Herod's  jurisdiction,  he  sent  him  to  Herod,  who  himself  also 
was  at  Jerusalem  at  that  time.  And  when  Herod  saw  Jesus,  he 
was  exceeding  glad:  for  he  was  desirous  to  see  him  of  a  long 
season,  because  he  had  heard  many  things  of  him;  and  he  hoped 
to  have  seen  some  miracle  done  by  him.  Then  he  questioned 
with  him  in  many  words;  but  he  answered  him  nothing.  And 
the  chief  priests  and  scribes  stood  and  vehemently  accused  him. 
And  Herod  with  his  men  of  war  set  him  at  nought,  and  mocked 
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Kim,  and  arrayed  him  in  a  gorgeous  robe,  and  sent  him  again  to 
Pilate*  And  the  same  day  Pilate  and  Herod  were  made  friends 
together:  for  before  they  were  at  enmity  between  themselves. 

And  Pilate,  when  he  had  called  together  the  chief  priests  and 
the  rulers  and  the  people,  said  unto  them,  "Ye  have  brought 
this  man  unto  me,  as  one  that  perverteth  the  people:  and,  be- 
hold, I,  having  examined  him  before  you,  have  found  no  fault  in 
this  man  touching  those  things  whereof  ye  accuse  him:  no,  nor 
yet  Herod:  for  I  sent  you  to  him;  and,  lo,  nothing  worthy  of 
death  is  done  unto  him.  I  will  therefore  chastise  him,  and  re- 
lease him."  (For  of  necessity  he  must  release  one  unto  them  at 
the  feast.) 

And  they  cried  out  all  at  once,  saying,  "Away  with  this  man, 
and  release  unto  us  Barabbas"  (who  for  a  certain  sedition  made 
in  the  city,  and  for  murder,  was  cast  into  prison) . 

Pilate  therefore,  willing  to  release  Jesus,  spoke  again  to 
them. 

But  they  cried,  saying,  "Crucify  him,  crucify  him! * 

And  he  said  unto  them  the  third  time,  "Why,  what  evil  hath 
he  done?  I  have  found  no  cause  of  death  in  him:  I  will  therefore 
chastise  him,  and  let  him  go/' 

And  they  were  instant  with  loud  voices,  requiring  that  he 
might  be  crucified.  And  the  voices  of  them  and  of  the  chief 
priests  prevailed. 

The  Crucifixion  of]csus 

And  Pilate  gave  sentence  that  it  should  be  as  they  required. 
And  he  released  unto  them  him  that  for  sedition  and  murder 
was  cast  into  prison,  whom  they  had  desired;  but  he  delivered 
Jesus  to  their  will. 

And  as  they  led  him  away,  they  laid  hold  upon  one  Simon,  a 
Cyrenian,  coming  out  of  the  country,  and  on  him  they  laid  the 
cross,  that  he  might  bear  it  after  Jesus.  And  there  followed  him 
a  great  company  of  people,  and  of  women,  which  also  bewailed 
and  lamented  him.  But  Jesus  turning  unto  them  said, 
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"Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for 
yourselves,  and  for  your  children.  For,  behold,  the  days  are 
coming,  in  the  which  they  shall  say,  'Blessed  are  the  barren,  and 
the  wombs  that  never  bore,  and  the  paps  which  never  gave 
suck/  Then  shall  they  begin  to  say  to  the  mountains,  Tall  on 
us ! '  and  to  the  hills,  'Cover  us ! '  For  if  they  do  these  things  in  a 
green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  in  the  dry?" 

And  there  were  also  two  other,  malefactors,  led  with  him  to 
be  put  to  death.  And  when  they  were  come  to  the  place,  which 
is  called  Calvary,  there  they  crucified  him,  and  the  malefactors, 
one  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left. 

Then  said  Jesus,  "'Father,  forgive  them;  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do." 

And  they  parted  his  raiment,  and  cast  lots.  And  the  people 
stood  beholding.  And  the  rulers  also  with  them  derided  him, 
saying,  "He  saved  others;  let  him  save  himself,  if  he  be  Christ, 
the  chosen  of  God." 

And  the  soldiers  also  mocked  him,  coming  to  him,  and  offer- 
ing him  vinegar,  and  saying,  "If  thou  be  the  King  of  the  Jews, 
save  thyself." 

And  a  superscription  also  was  written  over  him  in  letters  of 
Greek,  and  Latin,  and  Hebrew:  THIS  is  THE  KING  OF  THE  JEWS. 

And  one  of  the  malefactors  which  were  hanged  railed  on  him, 
saying,  "If  thou  be  Christ,  save  thyself  and  us."  But  the  other 
answering  rebuked  him,  saying,  "Dost  not  thou  fear  God,  see- 
ing thou  art  in  the  same  condemnation?  And  we  indeed  justly; 
for  we  receive  the  due  reward  of  our  deeds:  but  this  man  hath 
done  nothing  amiss." 

And  he  said  unto  Jesus,  "Lord,  remember  me  when  thou 
comest  into  thy  kingdom." 

And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  "Verily  I  say  unto  thee,  To-day 
shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradise/" 

And  it  was  about  the  sixth  hour,  and  there  was  a  darkness 
over  all  the  earth  until  the  ninth  hour.  And  the  sun  was  dark- 
ened,  and.  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent  in  the  midst. 
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And  when  Jesus  had  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  he  said, 

"Father,  into  thy  hands,  I  commend  my  spirit":  and  having 
said  thus,  he  gave  up  the  ghost. 

Now  when  the  centurion  saw  what  was  done,  he  glorified 
God,  saying,  "Certainly  this  was  a  righteous  man."  And  all  the 
people  that  came  together  to  that  sight,  beholding  the  things 
which  were  done,  smote  their  breasts,  and  returned. 

And  all  his  acquaintance,  and  the  women  that  followed  him 
from  Galilee,  stood  afar  off,  beholding  these  things. 

And,  behold,  there  was  a  man  named  Joseph,  a  counsellor; 
and  he  was  a  good  man,  and  a  just  (the  same  had  not  consented 
to  the  counsel  and  deed  of  them):  he  was,  of  Arimathasa,  a  city  of 
the  Jews:  who  also  himself  waited  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 
This  man  went  unto  Pilate,  and  begged  the  body  of  Jesus.  And 
he  took  it  down,  and  wrapped  it  in  linen,  and  laid  it  in  a  sep- 
ulchre that  was  hewn  in  stone,  wherein  never  man  before  was 
laid.  And  that  day  was  the  preparation,  and  the  sabbath  drew 
on.  And  the  women  also,  which  came  with  him  from  Galilee, 
followed  after,  and  beheld  the  sepulchre,  and  how  his  body  was 
laid.  And  they  returned,  and  prepared  spices  and  ointments; 
and  rested  the  sabbath  day  according  to  the  commandment. 

The  Resumption  of  Jesus 

Now  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, they  came  unto  the  sepulchre,  bringing  the  spices  which 
they  had  prepared,  and  certain  others  with  them. 

And  they  found  the  stone  rolled  away  from  the  sepulchre. 
And  they  entered  in,  and  found  not  the  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  were  much  perplexed  thereabout, 
behold,  two  men  stood  by  them  in  shining  garments:  and  as 
they  were  afraid,  and  bowed  down  their  faces  to  the  earth,  he 
said  unto  them,  "Why  seek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead?  He  is 
not  here,  but  is  risen:  remember  how  he  spoke  unto  you  when 
he  was  yet  in  Galilee,  saying,  The  Son  of  Man  must  be  de- 
livered into  the  hands  of  sinful  men,  and  be  crucified,  and  the 
third  day  rise  again. '" 
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And  they  remembered  his  words,  and  returned  from  the 
sepulchre,  and  told  all  these  things  unto  the  eleven,  and  to  all 
the  rest.  It  was  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Joanna,  and  Mary  the 
mother  of  James,  and  other  women  that  were  with  them,  which 
told  these  things  unto  the  apostles.  And  their  words  seemed  to 
them  as  idle  tales,  and  they  believed  them  not. 

Then  arose  Peter,  and  ran  unto  the  sepulchre;  and  stooping 
down,  he  beheld  the  linen  clothes  laid  by  themselves,  and  de- 
parted, wondering  in  himself  at  that  which  was  come  to  pass. 

And,  behold,  two  of  them  went  that  same  day  to  a  village 
called  Emmaus,  which  'was  from  Jerusalem  about  threescore 
furlongs.  And  they  talked  together  of  all  these  things  which 
had  happened.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  while  they  communed 
together  and  reasoned,  Jesus  himself  drew  near,  and  went  with 
them.  But  their  eyes  were  held  that  they  should  not  know 
him. 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "What  manner  of  communications 
are  these  that  ye  have  one  to  another,  as  ye  walk,  and  are  sad?" 

And  the  one  of  them,  whose  name  was  Cleopas,  answering 
said  unto  him,  "Art  thou  only  a  stranger  in  Jerusalem,  and  hast 
not  known  the  things  which  are  come  to  pass  there  in  these 
days?" 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "What  things?" 

And  they  said  unto  him,  "Concerning  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
which  was  a  prophet  mighty  in  deed  and  word  before  God  and 
all  the  people:  and  how  the  chief  priests  and  our  rulers  de- 
livered him  to  be  condemned  to  death,  and  have  crucified  him. 
But  we  trusted  that  it  had  been  he  which  should  have  redeemed 
Israel:  and  beside  all  this,  to-day  is  the  third  day  since  these 
things  were  done.  Yea,  and  certain  women  also  of  our  company 
made  us  astonished,  which  were  early  at  the  sepulchre;  and 
when  they  found  not  his  body,  they  came,  saying  that  they  had 
also  seen  a  vision  of  angels,  which  said  that  he  was  alive.  And 
certain  of  them  which  were  with  us  went  to  the  sepulchre,  and 
found  it  even  so  as  the  women  had  said:  but  him  they  saw  not." 

Then  he  said  unto  them,  "O  fools,  and  slow  of  heart  to  be- 
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lieve  all  that  the  prophets  have  spoken!  Ought  not  Christ  to 
have  suffered  these  things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory?" 

And  beginning  at  Moses  and  all  the  prophets,  he  expounded 
unto  them  in  all  the  scriptures  the  things  concerning  himself. 
And  they-drew  nigh  unto  the  village,  whither  they  went:  and  he 
made  as  though  he  would  have  gone  further.  But  they  con- 
strained him,  saying,  "Abide  with  us:  for  it  is  toward  evening, 
and  the  day  is  far  spent."  And  he  went  in  to  tarry  with  them. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  sat  at  meat  with  them,  he  took 
bread,  and  blessed  it,  and  broke,  and  gave  to  them.  And  their 
eyes  were  opened,  and  they  knew  him;  and  he  vanished  out  of 
their  sight. 

And  they  said  one  to  another,  "Did  not  our  heart  burn  within 
us,  while  he  talked  with  us  by  the  way,  and  while  he  opened 
to  us  the  scriptures?" 

And  they  rose  up  the  same  hour,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem, 
and  found  the  eleven  gathered  together,  and  them  that  were 
with  them,  saying,  "The  Lord  is  risen  indeed,  and  hath  appeared 
to  Simon."  And  they  told  what  things  were  done  in  the  way, 
and  how  he  was  known  of  them  in  breaking  of  bread. 

And  as  they  thus  spoke,  Jesus  himself  stood  in  the  midst  of 
them,  and  saith  unto  them,  "Peace  be  unto  you!"  But  they  were 
terrified  and  affrighted,  and  supposed  that  they  had  seen  a 
spirit. 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Why  are  ye  troubled?  and  why  do 
thoughts  arise  in  your  hearts?  Behold  my  hands  and  my  feet, 
that  it  is  I  myself:  handle  me,  and  see;  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh 
and  bones,  as  ye  see  me  have." 

And  when  he  had  thus  spoken,  he  showed  them  his  hands 
and  his  feet.  And  while  they  yet  believed  not  for  joy,  and  won- 
dered, he  said  unto  them,  "Have  ye  here  any  meat?"  And  they 
gave  him  a  piece  of  a  broiled  fish,  and  of  a  honeycomb.  And  he 
took  it,  and  did  eat  before  them.  And  he  said  unto  them,  "These 
are  the  words  which  I  spoke  unto  you,  while  I  was  yet  with  you, 
that  all  things  must  be  fulfilled,  which  were  written  in  the  law 
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of  Moses,  and  in  the  prophets,  and  in  the  psalms,  concerning 

j? 
me. 

Then  opened  he  their  understanding,  that  they  might  under- 
stand the  scriptures,  and  said  unto  them,  "Thus  it  is  written, 
and  thus  it  behoved  Christ  to  suffer,  and  to  rise  from  the  dead 
the  third  day:  and  that  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  should 
be  preached  in  his  name  among  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jeru- 
salem. And  ye  are  witnesses  of  these  things.  And,  behold,  I  send 
the  promise  of  my  Father  upon  you:  but  tarry  ye  in  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  until  ye  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high/* 

And  he  led  them  out  as  far  as  to  Bethany,  and  he  lifted  up  his 
hands,  and  blessed  them.  And  it  came  to  pass,  while  he  blessed 
them,  he  was  parted  from  them,  and  carried  up  into  heaven.  And 
they  worshipped  him,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem  with  great  joy: 
and  were  continually  in  the  temple,  praising  and  blessing  God. 
Amen. 
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THE  GOSPEL  according  to  John  is  unquestionably  the,  latest  of  the 
four.  It  stands  apart  from  the  three  Synoptic  Gospels  in  purpose, 
method,  and  spirit.  Written  about  the  thesis  that  Jesus  was  not  merely 
the  human  Messiah  expe&ed  by  the  jews  lout  was  also  in  very  truth  the 
divine  Son  of  God,  it  presents  a  rearrangement  and  reinterpretation  of 
the  events  of  his  life  to  prove  its  argument,  while  also  the  influence  of 
Alexandrian  and  Greek  philosophy  is  evident  in  the  dodrine  of  the  Logos 
or  "Word"  set  forth  in  the  Prologue.  The  author  was  less  a  biographer 
than  a  religious  mystic  for  whom  the  inner  life  was  all-important.  The 
shift  in  emphasis  from  works  to  faith,  from  conduct  to  mystic  union, 
which  is  also  evident  in  the  writings  of  Paul,  is  here  carried  very  much 
further.  The  love  of  man  which  the  book  preaches  rests  upon,  is  inspired 
lay,  and  is  often  only  a  symbol  of  the  love  for  God;  the  love  of  man  for 
God  and  the  love  of  God  for  man  are  marvelously  intertwined  as  the 
central  theme  of  the  work.  A  further  contrast  to  the  Synoptic  Gospels  is 
furnished  by  the  fad  that  in  the  Gospel  according  to  John  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  style  of  the  speeches  attributed  to  Jesus  and  that 
of  the  rest  of  the  book.  Whoever  may  have  been  the  author,  he  was  most 
certainly  not  the  Apostle  John,  but  someone  who  much  later  reworked 
the  Gospel  story  with  the  utmost  freedom  to  make  it  express  what  he 
considered  ultimate  religious  truth. 
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Prologue 

I"  N  THE  BEGINNING  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God, 
and  the  Word  was  God.  The  same  was  in  the  beginning  with 
God.  All  things  were  made  by  him;  and  without  him  was  not 
any  thing  made  that  was  made.  In  him  was  life;  and  the  life  was 
the  light  of  men.  And  the  light  shineth  in  darkness;  and  the 
darkness  comprehended  it  not. 

John  the,  Baptist  and  Jesus 

There  was  a  man  sent  from  God,  whose  name  was  John.  The 
same  came  for  a  witness,  to  bear  witness  of  the  Light,  that  all 
men  through  him  might  believe.  He  was  not  that  Light,  but  was 
sent  to  bear  witness  of  that  Light.  That  was  the  true  Light, 
which  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  He  was 
in  the  world,  and  the  world  was  made  by  him,  and  the  world 
knew  him  not.  He  came' unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him 
not.  But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  be- 
come the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name: 
which  were  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor 
of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh, 
and  dwelt  among  us  (and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of 
the  only  begotten  of  the  Father) ,  full  of  grace  and  truth. 

John  bore  witness  of  him,  and  cried,  saying,  "This  was  he  of 
whom  I  spoke,  'He  that  cometh  after  me  is  preferred  before  me: 
for  he  was  before  me/"  And  of  his  fulness  have  all  we  received, 
and  grace  for  grace.  For  the  law  was  given  by  Moses,  but  grace 
and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ.  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any 
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time;  the  only  begotten  Son,  which  is  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Father,  he  hath  declared  him.  And  this  is  the  record  of  John, 
when  the  Jews  sent  priests  and  Levites  from  Jerusalem  to  ask 
him,  "Who  art  thou?"  And  he  confessed,  and  denied  not;  but 
confessed,  "I  am  not  the  Christ/' 

And  they  asked  him,  "What  then?  Art  thou  Elias?" 

And  he  saith,  "I  am  not." 

"Art  thou  that  prophet?" 

And  he  answered,  "No/* 

Then  said  they  unto  him,  "Who  art  thou?  that  we  may  give 
an  answer  to  them  that  sent  us.  What  sayest  thou  of  thyself?" 

He  said,  "I  am  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness, 
'Make  straight  the  way  of  the  Lord/  as  said  the  prophet  Esaias." 

And  they  which  were  sent  were  of  the  Pharisees.  And  they 
asked  him,  and  said  unto  him,  "Why  baptizest  thou  then,  if  thou 
be  not  that  Christ,  nor  Elias,  neither  that  prophet?" 

John  answered  them,  saying,  "I  baptize  with  water:  but  there 
standeth  one  among  you,  whom  ye  know  not;  he  it  is,  who  com- 
ing after  me  is  preferred  before  me,  whose  shoe's  latchet  I  am 
not  worthy  to  unloose/' 

These  things  were  done  in  Bethabara  beyond  Jordan,  where 
John  was  baptizing. 

The  next  day  John  seeth  Jesus  coming  unto  him,  and  saith, 
"Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world.  This  is  he  of  whom  I  said,  'After  me  conieth  a  man 
which  is  preferred  before  me:  for  he  was  before  me/  And  I 
knew  him  not:  but  that  he  should  be  made  manifest  to  Israel, 
therefore  am  I  come  baptizing  with  water." 

And  John  bore  record,  saying,  "I  saw  the  Spirit  descending 
from  heaven  like  a  dove,  and  it  abode  upon  him.  And  I  knew 
him  not:  but  he  that  sent  me  to  baptize  with  water,  the  same 
said  unto  me,  'Upon  whom  thou  shalt  see  the  Spirit  descending, 
and  remaining  on  him,  the  same  is  he  which  baptizeth  with  the 
Holy  Ghost/  And  I  saw,  and  bore  record  that  this  is  the  Son  of 
God/' 
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Tlte  Gathering  of  the,  Disciples 

Again  the  next  day  after,  John  stood,  and  two  of  his  disciples, 
and  looking  upon  Jesus  as  he  walked,  he  saith,  "Behold  the 
Lamb  of  God ! " 

And  the  two  disciples  heard  him  speak,  and  they  followed 
Jesus.  Then  Jesus  turned,  and  saw  them  following,  and  saith 
unto  them,  "What  seek  ye?" 

They  said  unto  him,  "Rabbi"  (which  is  to  say,  being  inter- 
preted,  "Master"),  "where  dwellest  thou?" 

He  saith  unto  them,  "Come  and  see/' 

They  came  and  saw  where  he  dwelt,  and  abode  with  him 
that  day:  for  it  was  about  the  tenth  hour. 

One  of  the  two  which  heard  John  speak,  and  followed  him, 
was  Andrew,  Simon  Peter's  brother.  He  first  findeth  his  own 
brother  Simon,  and  saith  unto  him,  "We  have  found  the 
Messias,  which  is,  being  interpreted,  the  Christ."  And  he 
brought  him  to  Jesus.  And  when  Jesus  beheld  him,  he  said, 
"Thou  art  Simon  the  son  of  Jona:  thou  shalt  be  called  Cephas," 
which  is  by  interpretation  "a  stone." 

The  day  following  Jesus  would  go  forth  into  Galilee,  and 
findeth  Philip,  and  saith  unto  him,  "Follow  me."  (Now  Philip 
was  of  Bethsaida,  the  city  of  Andrew  and  Peter.)  Philip  findeth 
Nathanael,  and  saith  unto  him,  "We  have  found  him,  of  whom 
Moses  in  the  law,  and  the  prophets,  did  write,  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth, the  son  of  Joseph."  And  Nathanael  said  unto  him,  "Can 
there  any  good  thing  come  out  of  Nazareth?"  Philip  saith  unto 
him,  "Come  and  see ! " 

Jesus  saw  Nathanael  coming  to  him,  and  saith  of  him,  "Be- 
hold an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile ! " 

Nathanael  saith  unto  him,  "Whence  knowest  thou  me?" 

Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "Before  that  Philip  called 
thee,  when  thou  wast  under  the  fig  tree,  I  saw  thee." 

Nathanael  answered  and  saith  unto  him,  "Rabbi,  thou  art 
the  Son  of  God;  thou  art  the  King  of  Israel" 
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Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "Because  I  said  unto  thee, 
1  saw  thee  under  the  fig  tree/  believest  thou?  thou  shalt  see 
greater  tilings  than  these/'  And  he  saith  unto  him,  "Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  'Hereafter  ye  shall  see  heaven  open,  and 
the  angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending  upon  the  Son  of 
Man/" 


Marriage  in  Cana 

And  the  third  day  there  was  a  marriage  in  Cana  of  Galilee; 
and  the  mother  of  Jesus  was  there:  and  both  Jesus  was  called, 
and  his  disciples,  to  the  marriage.  And  when  they  wanted  wine, 
the  mother  of  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  "They  have  no  wine.  " 

Jesus"  saith  unto  her,  "Woman,  what  have  I  to  do  with  thee? 
mine  hour  is  not  yet  come." 

His  mother  saith  unto  the  servants,  "Whatsoever  he  saith 
unto  you,  doit." 

And  there  were  set  there  six  waterpots  of  stone,  after  the 
manner  of  the  purifying  of  the  Jews,  containing  two  or  three 
firkins  apiece.  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  "Fill  the  waterpots  with 
water/'  And  they  filled  them  up  to  the  brim.  And  he  saith  unto 
them,  "Draw  out  now,  and  bear  unto  the  governor  of  the  feast." 
And  they  bore  it.  When  the  ruler  of  the  feast  had  tasted  the 
water  that  was  made  wine,  and  knew  not  whence  it  was  (but 
the  servants  which  drew  the  water  knew),  the  governor  of  the 
feast  called  the  bridegroom,  and  saith  unto  him,  "Every  man  at 
the  beginning  doth  set.  forth  good  wine;  and  when  men  have 
well  drunk,  then  that  which  is  worse:  but  thou  hast  kept  the 
good  wine  until  now." 

This  beginning  of  miracles  did  Jesus  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  and 
manifested  forth  his  glory;  and  his  disciples  believed  on  him. 


The  Visit  ofN}codemus  ly 

There  was  a  man  of  the  Pharisees,  named  Nicodemus,  a  ruler 
of  the  Jews.  The  same  came  to  Jesus  by  night,  and  said  unto  him, 
"Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from  God:  for  no 

[  1010] 


THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  JOHN 

man  can  do  these  miracles  that  thou  doest,  except  God  be  with 
him." 

Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
thee,  'Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
of  God/" 

Nicodemus  saith  unto  him,  "How  can  a  man  be  born  when 
he  is  old?  can  he  enter  the  second  time  into  his  mother's  womb, 
and  be  born?" 

Jesus  answered,  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  'Except  a 
man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God. '  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh;  and 
that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit.  Marvel  not  that  I  said 
unto  thee,  'Ye  must  be  born  again. '  The  wind  bloweth  where  it 
listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell 
whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth:  so  is  every  one  that  is 
born  of  the  Spirit." 

Nicodemus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "How  can  these 
things  be?" 

Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "Art  thou  a  master  of 
Israel,  and  knowest  not  these  things?  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
thee,  'We  speak  that  we  do  know,  and  testify  that  we  have 
seen;  and  ye  receive  not  our  witness. '  If  I  have  told  you  earthly 
things,  and  ye  believe  not,  how  shall  ye  believe,  if  I  tell  you  of 
heavenly  things?  And  no  man  hath  ascended  up  to  heaven,  but 
he  that  came  down  from  heaven,  even  the  Son  of  Man  which  is 
in  heaven.  And  as  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness, 
even  so  must  the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  up:  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life.  For  God 
so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life.  For  God  sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  con- 
demn the  world;  but  that  the  world  through  him  might  be 
saved.  He  that  believeth  on  him  is  not  condemned:  but  he  that 
believeth  not  is  condemned  already,  because  he  hath  not  be- 
lieved in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.  And  this  is 
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the  condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men 
loved  darkness  rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  were  evil. 
For  every  one  that  doeth  evil  hateth  the  light,  neither  cometh 
to  the  light,  lest  his  deeds  should  be  reproved.  But  he  that  doeth 
truth  cometh  to  the  light,  that  his  deeds  may  be  made  manifest, 
that  they  are  wrought  in  God." 

The  Woman  of  Samaria 

When  therefore  the  Lord  knew  how  the  Pharisees  had  heard 
that  Jesus  made  and  baptized  more  disciples  than  John  (though 
Jesus  himself  baptized  not,  but  his  disciples),  he  left  Judasa, 
and  departed  again  into  Galilee.  And  he  must  needs  go  through 
Samaria.  Then  cometh  he  to  a  city  of  Samaria,  which  is  called 
Sychar,  near  to  the  parcel  of  ground  that  Jacob  gave  to  his  son 
Joseph.  Now  Jacob's  well  was  there.  Jesus  therefore,  being 
wearied  with  his  journey,  sat  thus  on  the  well:  and  it  was  about 
the  sixth  hour.  There  cometh  a,  woman  of  Samaria  to  draw 
water:  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  "Give  me  to  drink/'  (For  his  dis- 
ciples were  gone  away  unto  the  city  to  buy  meat.) 

Then  saith  the  woman  of  Samaria  unto  him,  "How  is  it  that 
thou,  being  a  Jew,  askest  drink  of  me,  which  am  a  woman  of 
Samaria?  for  the  Jews  have  no  dealings  with  the  Samaritans/1 

Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  her,  "If  thou  knewest  the  gift 
of  God,  and  who  it  is  that  saith  to  thee,  'Give  me  to  drink';  thou 
wouldest  have  asked  of  him,  and  he  would  have  given  thee  liv- 
ing water." 

The  woman  saith  unto  him,  "Sir,  thou  hast  nothing  to  draw 
with,  and  the  well  is  deep:  from  whence  then  hast  thou  that 
living  water?  Art  thou  greater  than  our  father  Jacob,  which  gave 
us  the  well,  and  drank  thereof  himself,  and  his  children,  and  his 
cattle?" 

Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  her,  "Whosoever  drinketh  of 
this  water  shall  thirst  again:  but  whosoever  drinketh  of  the 
water  that  I  shall  give  him  shall  never  thirst;  but  the  water  that 
I  shall  give  him  shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into 
everlasting  life." 
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The  woman  saith  unto  him,  "Sir,  give  me  this  watex,  that  I 
thirst  not,  neither  come  hither  to  draw." 

Jesus  saith  unto  her,  "Go,  call  thy  husband,  and  come  hither/* 

The  woman  answered  and  said,  "I  have  no  husband/' 

Jesus  said  unto  her,  "Thou  hast  well  said,  1  have  no  husband': 
for  thou  hast  had  five  husbands;  and  he  whom  thou  now  hast  is 
not  thy  husband:  in  that  saidst  thou  truly/' 

The  woman  saith  unto  him,  "Sir,  I  perceive  that  thou  art  a 
prophet.  Our  fathers  worshipped  in  this  mountain;  and  ye  say 
that  in  Jerusalem  is  the  place  where  men  ought  to  worship." 

Jesus  saith  unto  her,  "Woman,  believe  me,  the  hour  cometh, 
when  ye  shall  neither  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet  at  Jerusalem, 
worship  the  Father.  Ye  worship  ye  know  not  what:  we  know 
what  we  worship:  for  salvation  is  of  the  Jews.  But  the  hour 
cometh,  and  now  is,  when  the  true  worshippers  shall  worship 
the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth:  for  the  Father  seeketh  such 
to  worship  him.  God  is  a  Spirit:  and  they  that  worship  him 
must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth/' 

The  woman  saith  unto  him,  "I  know  that  Messias  cometh, 
which  is  called  Christ:  when  he  is  come,  he  will  tell  us  all 
things." 

Jesus  saith  unto  her,  "I  that  speak  unto  tL.ee  am  he/' 

And  upon  this  came  his  disciples,  and  marvelled  that  he 
talked  with  the  woman:  yet  no  man  said,  "What  seekest  thou?" 
or,  "Why  talkest  thou  with  her?"  The  woman  then  left  her 
waterpot,  and  went  her  way  into  the  city,  and  saith  to  the  men, 
"Come,  see  a  man,  which  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did:  is 
not  this  the  Christ?"  Then  they  went  out  of  the  city,  and  came 
unto  him. 

In  the  meanwhile  his  disciples  prayed  him,  saying,  "Master, 
eat." 

But  he  said  unto  them,  "I  have  meat  to  eat  that  ye  know  not 
of" 

Therefore  said  the  disciples  one  to  another,  "Hath  any  man 
brought  him  ought  to  eat?" 

Jesus  saith  unto  them,  "My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that 
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sent  me,  and  to  finish  his  work.  Say  not  ye,  There  are  yet  four 
months,  and  then  cometh  harvest1?  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  'Lift 
up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields;  for  they  are  white  already 
to  harvest/  And  he  that  reapeth  receiveth  wages,  and  gathereth 
fruit  unto  life  eternal:  that  both  he  that  soweth  and  he  that 
reapeth  may  rejoice  together.  And  herein  is  that  saying  true, 
'One  soweth,  and  another  reapeth/  I  sent  you  to  reap  that 
whereon  ye  bestowed  no  labour:  other  men  laboured,  and  ye 
are  entered  into  their  labours." 

And  many  of  the  Samaritans  of  that  city  believed  on  him  for 
the  saying  of  the  woman,  which  testified,  "He  told  me  all  that 
ever  I  did/'  So  when  the  Samaritans  were  come  unto  him,  they 
besought  him  that  he  would  tarry  with  them:  and  he  abode 
there  two  days.  And  many  more  believed  because  of  his  own 
word. 

The  Pool  ofJSdhesda 

After  this  there  was  a  feast  of  the  Jews;  and  Jesus  went  up  to 
Jerusalem.  Now  there  is  at  Jerusalem  by  the  sheep  market  a  pool, 
which  is  called  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  Bethesda,  having  five 
porches.  In  these  lay  a  great  multitude  of  impotent  folk,  of 
blind,  halt,  withered,  waiting  for  the  moving  of  the  water.  For 
an  angel  went  down  at  a  certain  season  into  the  pool,  and  trou- 
bled the  water;  whosoever  then  first  after  the  troubling  of  the 
water  stepped  in  was  made  whole  of  whatsoever  disease  he 
had.  And  a  certain  man  was  there,  which  had  an  infirmity  thirty 
and  eight  years. 

When  Jesus  saw  him  lie,  and  knew  that  he  had  been  now  a 
long  time  in  that  case,  he  saith  unto  him,  "Wilt  thou  be  made 
whole?" 

The  impotent  man  answered  him,  "Sir,  I  have  no  man,  when 
the  water  is  troubled,  to  put  me  into  the  pool:  but  while  I  am 
coming,  another  steppeth  down  before  me/' 

Jesus  saith  unto  him,  "Rise,  take  up  thy  bed,  and  walk." 

And  immediately  the  man  was  made  whole,  and  took  up  his 
bed,  and  walked:  and  on  the  same  day  was  the  sabbath.  The 
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Jews  therefore  said  unto  him  that  was  cured,  "It  is  the  sabbath 
day:  it  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to  carry  thy  bed."  He  answered 
them,  "He  that  made  me  whole,  the  same  said  unto  me,  Take 
up  thy  bed,  and  walk/"  Then  asked  they  him,  "What  man  is 
that  which  said  unto  thee,  Take  up  thy  bed,  and  walk?"  And  he 
that  was  healed  wist  not  who  it  was:  for  Jesus  had  conveyed 
himself  away,  a  multitude  being  in  that  place.  Afterward  Jesus 
findeth  him  in  the  temple,  and  said  unto  him,  "Behold,  thou  art 
made  whole:  sin  no  more,  lest  a  worse  thing  come  unto  thee." 
The  man  departed,  and  told  the  Jews  that  it  was  Jesus,  which 
had  made  him  whole.  And  therefore  did  the  Jews  persecute 
Jesus,  and  sought  to  slay  him,  because  he  had  done  these  things 
on  the  sabbath  day. 

But  Jesus  answered  them,  "My  Father  worketh  hitherto,  and 
I  work."  Therefore  the  Jews  sought  the  more  to  kill  him,  be- 
cause he  not  only  had  broken  the  sabbath,  but  said  also  that 
God  was  his  Father,  making  himself  equal  with  God. 

The  Woman  Taken  in  Adultery 

Jesus  went  unto  the  Mount  of  Olives.  And  early  in  the  morn- 
ing he  came  again  into  the  temple,  and  all  the  people  came  unto 
him;  and  he  sat  down,  and  taught  them.  And  the  scribes  and 
Pharisees  brought  unto  him  a  woman  taken  in  adultery;  and 
when  they  had  set  her  in  the  midst,  they  say  unto  him, 

"Master,  this  woman  was  taken  in  adultery,  in  the  very  act. 
Now  Moses  in  the  law  commanded  us  that  such  should  be 
stoned:  but  what  sayest  thou?" 

This  they  said,  tempting  him,  that  they  might  have  to  accuse 
him.  But  Jesus  stooped  down,  and  with  his  finger  wrote  on  the 
ground,  as  though  he  heard  them  not.  So  when  they  continued 
asking  him,  he  lifted  up  himself,  and  said  unto  them, 

"He  that  is  without  sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast  a  stone 
at  her."  And  again  he  stooped  down,  and  wrote  on  the  ground. 
And  they  which  heard  it,  being  convicted  by  their  own  con- 
science, went  out  one  by  one,  beginning  at  the  eldest,  even  unto 
the  last:  and  Jesus  was  left  alone,  and  the  woman  standing  in  the 
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midst.  When  Jesus  had  lifted  up  himself,  and  saw  none  but  the 
woman,  he  said  unto  her, 

"Woman,  where  are  those  thine  accusers?  hath  no  man  con- 
demned thee?" 

She  said,  "No  man,  Lord."  And  Jesus  said  unto  her, 
"Neither  do  I  condemn  thee:  go,  and  sin  no  more." 

The  Pool  of  Siloam 

And  as  Jesus  passed  by,  he  saw  a  man  which  was  blind  from 
his  birth.  And  his  disciples  asked  him,  saying,  "Master,  who 
did  sin,  this  man,  or  his  parents,  that  he  was  born  blind?" 

,  Jesus  answered,  "Neither  hath  this  man  sinned,  nor  his  par- 
ents: but  that  the  works  of  God  should  be  made  manifest  in 
him.  I  must  work  the  works  of  him  that  sent  me,  while  it  is  day: 
the  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work.  As  long  as  I  am  in  the 
world,  I  am  the  light  of  the  world." 

When  he  had  thus  spoken,  he  spat  on  the  ground,  and  made 
clay  of  the  spittle,  and  he  anointed  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man 
with  the  clay,  and  said  unto  him,  "Go,  wash  in  the  pool  of 
Siloam"  (which  is  by  interpretation  "sent") . 

He  went  his  way  therefore,  and  washed,  and  came  seeing. 
The  neighbours  therefore,  and  they  which  before  had  seen  him 
that  he  was  blind,  said,  "Is  not  this  he  that  sat  and  begged?" 

Some  said,  "This  is  he":  others  said,  "He  is  like  him":  but  he 
said,  Tarn  he." 

Therefore  said  they  unto  him,  "How  were  thine  eyes  opened?" 

He  answered  and  said,  "A  man  that  is  called  Jesus  made  clay, 
and  anointed  mine  eyes,  and  said  unto  me,  'Go  to  the  pool  of 
Siloam,  and  wash':  and  I  went  and  washed,  and  I  received 
sight." 

Then  said  they  unto  him,  "Where  is  he?" 

He  said,  "I  know  not." 

They  brought  to  the  Pharisees  him  that  aforetime  was  blind. 
And  it  was  the  sabbath  day  when  Jesus  made  the  clay,  and 
opened  his  eyes. 

Then  again  the  Pharisees  also  asked  him  how  he  had  received 
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his  sight.  He  said  unto  them,  "He  put  clay  upon  mine  eyes,  and 
I  washed,  and  do  see." 

Therefore  said  some  of  the  Pharisees,  "This  man  is  not  of 
God,  because  he  keepeth  not  the  sabbath  day/* 

Others  said.,  "How  can  a  man  that  is  a  sinner  do  such  mir- 
acles?" 

And  there  was  a  division  among  them.  They  say  unto  the 
blind  man  again,  "What  sayest  thou  of  him,  that  he  hath  opened 
thine  eyes?" 

He  said,  "He  is  a  prophet." 

But  the  Jews  did  not  believe  concerning  him,  that  he  had 
been  blind,  and  received  his  sight,  until  they  called  the  parents 
of  him  that  had  received  his  sight.  And  they  asked  them,  saying, 
"Is  this  your  son,  who  ye  say  was  born  blind?  how  then'doth  he 
now  see?" 

His  parents  answered  them  and  said,  "We  know  that  this  is 
our  son,  and  that  he  was  born  blind:  but  by  what  means  he  now 
seeth,  we  know  not;  or  who  hath  opened  his  eyes,  we  know  not: 
he  is  of  age;  ask  him:  he  shall  speak  for  himself." 

These  words  spoke  his  parents,  because  they  feared  the  Jews: 
for  the  Jews  had  agreed  already,  that  if  any  man  did  confess  that 
he  was  Christ,  he  should  be  put  out  of  the  synagogue.  Therefore 
said  his  parents,  "He  is  of  age;  ask  him." 

Then  again  called  they  the  man  that  was  blind,  and  said  unto 
him,  "Give  God  the  praise:  we  know  that  this  man  is  a  sinner." 

He  answered  and  said,  "Whether  he  be  a  sinner  or  no,  I 
know  not:  one  thing  I  know,  that,  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I 
see." 

Then  said  they  to  him  again,  "What  did  he  to  thee?  how 
opened  he  thine  eyes?" 

He  answered  them,  "I  have  told  you  already,  and  ye  did  not 
hear:  wherefore  would  ye  hear  it  again?  will  ye  also  be  his  dis- 
ciples?" 

Then  they  reviled  him,  and  said,  "Thou  art  his  disciple;  t[ut 
we  are  Moses'  disciples.  We  know  that  God  spoke  unto  Moses: 
as  for  this  fellow,  we  know  not  from  whence  he  is." 
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The  man  answered  and  said  unto  them,  "Why  herein  is  a 
marvellous  thing,  that  ye  know  not  from  whence  he  is,  and  yet 
he  hath  opened  mine  eyes.  Now  we  know  that  God  heareth  not 
sinners:  but  if  any  man  be  a  worshipper  of  God,  and  doeth  his 
will,  him  he  hear.eth.  Since  the  world  began  was  it  not  heard 
that  any  man  opened  the  eyes  of  one  that  was  born  blind.  If  this 
man  were  not  of  God,  he  could  do  nothing." 

They  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "Thou  wast  altogether 
born  in  sins,  and  dost  thou  teach  us?"  And  they  cast  him  out. 

Jesus  heard  that  they  had  cast  him  out;  and  when  he  had 
found  him,  he  said  unto  him,  "Dost  thou  believe  on  the  Son  of 
God?" 

He  answered  and  said,  "Who  is  he,  Lord,  that  I  might  believe 
on  him?" 

And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  "Thou  hast  both  seen  him,  and  it  is 
he  that  talketh  with  thee." 

And  he  said,  "Lord,  I  believe."  And  he  worshipped  him. 

And  Jesus  said,  "For  judgment  I  am  come  into  this  world, 
that  they  which  see  not  might  see;  and  that  they  which  see 
might  be  made  blind/' 

And  some  of  the  Pharisees  which  were  with  him  heard  these 
words,  and  said-unto  him,  "Are  we  blind  also?" 

Jesus  said  unto  them,  "If  ye  were  blind,  ye  should  have  no 
sin:  but  now  ye  say,  'We  see';  therefore  your  sin  remaineth. 

"Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  'He  that  entereth  not  by  the 
door  into  the  sheepfold,  but  climbeth  up  some  other  way,  the 
same  is  a  thief  and  a  robber.  But  he  that  entereth  in  by  the  door 
is  the  shepherd  of  the  sheep.  To  him  the  porter  openeth;  and 
the  sheep  hear  his  voice:  and  he  calleth  his  own  sheep  by  name, 
and  leadeth  them  out.  And  when  he  putteth  forth  his  own 
sheep,  he  goeth  before  them,  and  the  sheep  follow  him:  for  they 
know  his  voice.  And  a  stranger  will  they  not  follow,  but  will 
flee  from  him:  for  they  know  not  the  voice  of  strangers. '" 

This  parable  spoke  Jesus  unto  them:  but  they  understood  not 
what  things  they  were  which  he  spoke  unto  them.  Then  said 
Jesus  unto  them  again, 

[1018] 


THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  JOHN 

"Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  1  am  the  door  of  the  sheep. ' 
All  that  ever  came  before  me  are  thieves  and  robbers:  but  the 
sheep  did  not  hear  them. 

"I  am  the  door:  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be  saved, 
and  shall  go  in  and  out,  and  find  pasture.  The  thief  cometh  not, 
but  for  to  steal,  and  to  kill,  and  to  destroy:  I  am  come  that  they 
might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly. 

"I  am  the  good  shepherd:  the  good  shepherd  giveth  his  life 
for  the  sheep.  But  he  that  is  a  hireling,  and  not  the  shepherd, 
whose  own  the  sheep  are  not,  seeth  the  wolf  coming,  and 
leaveth  the  sheep,  and  fleeth:  and  the  wolf  catcheth  them,  and 
scattereth  the  sheep.  The  hireling  fleeth,  because  he  is  a  hire- 
ling, and  careth  not  for  the  sheep. 

"I  am  the  good  shepherd,  and  know  my  sheep,  and  am  known 
of  mine.  As  the  Father  knoweth  me,  even  so  know  I  the  Father: 
and  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the  sheep.  And  other  sheep  I  have, 
which  are  not  of  this  fold:  them  also  I  must  bring,  and  they  shall 
hear  my  voice;  and  there  shall  be  one  fold,  and  one  shepherd. 
Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  because  I  lay  down  my  life, 
that  I  might  take  it  again.  No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it 
down  of  myself.  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power 
to  take  it  again.  This  commandment  have  I  received  of  my 
Father." 

There  was  a  division  therefore  again  among  the  Jews  for 
these  sayings,  and  many  of  them  said,  "He  hath  a  devil,  and  is 
mad;  why  hear  ye  him?"  Others  said,  "These  are  not  the  words 
of  him  that  hath  a  devil.  Can  a  devil  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind?" 

In  Solomon's  "Porch 

And  it  was  at  Jerusalem  the  feast  of  the  dedication,  and  it 
was  winter.  And  Jesus  walked  in  the  temple  in  Solomon's 
porch.  Then  came  the  Jews  round  about  him,  and  said  unto  him, 
"How  long  dost  thou  make  us  to  doubt?  If  thou  be  the  Christ, 
tell  us  plainly." 

Jesus  answered  them,  "I  told  you,  and  ye  believed  not:  the 
works  that  I  do  in  my  Father's  name,  they  bear  witness  of  me. 
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But  ye  believe  not,  because  ye  are  not  of  my  sheep,  as  I  said  unto 
you.  My  steep  hear  my  voice,  and  I  know  them,  and  they  follow 
me:  and  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life;  and  they  shall  never  perish, 
neither  shall  any  man  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand.  My  Father, 
which  gave  them  me,  is  greater  than  all;  and  no  man  is  able  to 
pluck  them  out  of  my  Father's  hand.  I  and  my  Father  are  one." 

Then  the  Jews  took  up  stones  again  to  stone  him. 

Jesus  answered  them,  "Many  good  works  have  I  showed  you 
from  my  Father;  for  which  of  those  works  do  ye  stone  me?" 

The  Jews  answered  him,  saying,  Tor  a  good  work  we,  stone 
thee  not;  but  for  blasphemy;  and  because  that  thou,  being  a  man, 
makest  thyself  God, " 

Jesus  answered  them,  Ts  it  not  written  in  your  law,  I  said, 
'Ye  are  gods'?  If  he  called  them  gods,  unto  whom  the  word  of 
God  came,  and  the  scripturfe  cannot  be  broken;  say  ye  of  him, 
whom  the  Father  hath  sanctified,  and  sent  into  the  world,  Thou 
blasphemest';  because  I  said,  1  am  the  Son  of  God'?  If  I  do  not 
the  works  of  my  Father,  believe  me  not.  But  if  I  do,  though  ye 
believe  not  me,  believe  the  works:  that  ye  may  know,  and  be- 
lieve, that  the  Father  is  in  me,  and  I  in  him." 

Therefore  they  sought  again  to  take  him:  but  he  escaped  out 
of  their  hand,  and  went  away  again  beyond  Jordan  into  the  place 
where  John  at  first  baptized;  and  there  he  abode.  And  many  re- 
sorted unto  him,  and  said,  "John  did  no  miracle:  but  all  things 
that  John  spoke  of  this  man  were  true."  And  many  believed  on 
him  there. 

The  Raising  of  Lazarus 

Now  a  certain  man  was  sick,  named  Lazarus,  of  Bethany,  the 
town  of  Mary  and  her  sister  Martha.  (It  was  that  Mary  which 
anointed  the  Lord  with  ointment,  and  wiped  his  feet  with  her 
hair,  whose  brother  Lazarus  was  sick.)  Therefore  his  sisters  sent 
unto  him,  saying,  "Lord,  behold,  he  whom  thou  lovest  is  sick." 
When  Jesus  heard  that,  he  said,  "This  sickness  is  not  unto  death, 
but  for  the  glory  of  God,  that  the  Son  of  God  might  be  glorified 
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thereby.  *  Now  Jesus  loved  Martha,  and  her  sister,  and  Lazarus. 
When  he  had  heard  therefore  that  he  was  sick,  he  abode  two 
days  still  in  the  same  place  where  he  was.  Then  after  that  saith 
he  to  his  disciples,  "Let  us  go  into  Judaea  again."  His  disciples 
say  unto  him,  "Master,  the  Jews  of  late  sought  to  stone  thee; 
and  goest  thou  thither  again?"  Jesus  answered,  "Are  there  not 
twelve  hours  in  the  day?  If  any  man  walk  in  the  day,  he  stum- 
bleth  not,  because  he  seeth  the  light  of  this  world.  But  if  a  man 
walk  in  the  night,  he  stumbleth,  because  there  is  no  light  in 
him." 

These  things  said  he:  and  after  that  he  saith  unto  them,  "Our 
friend  Lazarus  sleepeth;  but  I  go,  that  I  may  awake  him  out  of 
sleep."  Then  said  his  disciples,  "Lord,  if  he  sleep,  he  shall  do 
well."  Howbeit  Jesus  spoke  of  his  death:  but  they  thought  that 
he  had  spoken  of  taking  of  rest  in  sleep.  Then  said  Jesus  unto 
them  plainly,  "Lazarus  is  dead.  And  I  am  glad  for  your  sakes 
that  I  was  not  there,  to  the  intent  ye  may  believe;  nevertheless 
let  us  go  unto  him."  Then  said  Thomas,  which  is  called  Didy- 
mus,  unto  his  fellow  disciples,  "Let  us  also  go,  that  we  may  die 
with  him."  Then  when  Jesus  came,  he  found  that  he  had  lain 
in  the  grave  four  days  already.  Now  Bethany  was  nigh  unto 
Jerusalem,  about  fifteen  furlongs  off:  and  many  of  the  Jews  came 
to  Martha  and  Mary,  to  comfort  them  concerning  their  brother. 
Then  Martha,  as  soon  as  she  heard  that  Jesus  was  coming,  went 
and  met  him:  but  Mary  sat  still  in  the  house.  Then  said  Martha 
unto  Jesus,  "Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother  had  not 
died.  But  I  know  that  even  now,  whatsoever  thou  wilt  ask  of 
God,  God  will  give  it  thee."  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  "Thy  brother 
shall  rise  again."  Martha  saith  unto  him,  "I  know  that  he  shall 
rise  again  in  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day."  Jesus  said  unto 
her,  "I  am  the  resurrection,  and  the  life:  he  that  belie veth  in  me, 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live:  and  whosoever  liveth 
and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die.  Believest  thou  this?"  She 
saith  unto  him,  "Yea,  Lord:  I  believe  that  thou  art  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God,  which  should  come  into  the  world."  And  when 
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she  had  so  said,  she  went  her  way,  and  called  Mary  her  sister 
secretly,  saying,  "The  Master  is  come,  and  calleth  for  thee."  As 
soon  as  she  heard  that,  she  arose  quickly,  and  came  unto  him. 

Now  Jesus  was  not  yet  come  into  the  town,  but  was  in  that 
place  where  Martha  met  him.  The  Jews  then  which  were  with 
her  in  the  house,  and  comforted  her,  when  they  saw  Mary,  that 
she  rose  up  hastily,  and  went  out,  followed  her,  saying,  "She 
goeth.  unto  the  grave  to  weep  there."  Then  when  Mary  was 
come  where  Jesus  was,  and  saw  him,  she  fell  down  at  his  feet, 
saying  unto  him,  "Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother  had 
not  died."  When  Jesus  therefore  saw  her  weeping,  and  the  Jews 
also  weeping  which  caine  with  her,  he  groaned  in  the  spirit, 
and  was  troubled,  and  said,  "Where  have  ye  laid  him?"  They 
said  unto  him,  "Lord,  come  and  see/'  Jesus  wept.  Then  said  the 
Jews,  "Behold  how  he  loved  him!"  And  some  of  them  said, 
"Could  not  this  man,  which  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  have 
caused  that  even  this  man  should  not  have  died?"  Jesus  therefore 
again  groaning  in  himself  cometh  to  the  grave.  It  was  a  cave, 
and  a  stone  lay  upon  it.  Jesus  said,  "Take  ye  away  the  stone." 
Martha,  the  sister  of  him  that  was  dead,  saith  unto  him,  "Lord, 
by  this  time  he  stinketh:  for  he  hath  been  dead  four  days."  Jesus 
saith  unto  her,  "Said  I  not  unto  thee  that,  if  thou  wouldest  be- 
lieve, thou  shouldest  see  the  glory  of  God?"  Then  they  took 
away  the  stone  from  the  place  where  the  dead  was  laid.  And 
Jesus  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  said,  "Father,  I  thank  thee  that  thou 
hast  heard  me.  And  I  knew  that  thou  hearest  me  always:  but  be- 
cause  of  the  people  which  stand  by  I  said  it,  that  they  may  be- 
lieve that  thou  hast  sent  me."  And  when  he  thus  had  spoken, 
he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  "Lazarus,  come  forth!"  And  he  that 
was  dead  came  forth,  bound  hand  and  foot  with  graveclothes: 
and  his  face  was  bound  about  with  a  napkin.  Jesus  saith  unto 
them,  "Loose  him,  and  let  him  go !"  Then  many  of  the  Jews  which 
came  to  Mary,  and  had  seen  the  things  which  Jesus  did,  believed 
on  him.  But  some  of  them  went  their  ways  to  the  Pharisees,  and 
told  them  what  things  Jesus  had  done. 

Then  gathered  the  chief  priests  and  the  Pharisees  a  council, 
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and  said,  "What  do  we?  for  this  man  doeth  many  miracles.  If  we 
let  him  thus  alone,  all  men  will  believe  on  him:  and  the  Romans 
shall  come  and  take  away  both  our  place  and  nation."  And  one 
of  them,  named  Caiaphas,  being  the  high  priest  that  same  year, 
said  unto  them,  "Ye  know  nothing  at  all,  nor  consider  that  it  is 
expedient  for  us,  that  one  man  should  die  for  the  people,  and 
that  the  whole  nation  perish  not."  And  this  spoke  he  not  of  him- 
self: but  being  high  priest  that  year,  he  prophesied  that  Jesus 
should  die  for  that  nation;  and  not  for  that  nation  only,  but  that 
also  he  should  gather  together  in  one  the  children  of  God  that 
were  scattered  abroad.  Then  from  that  day  forth  they  took 
counsel  together  for  to  put  him  to  death.  Jesus  therefore  walked 
no  more  openly  among  the  Jews;  but  went  thence  unto  a  country 
near  to  the  wilderness,  into  a  city  called  Ephraim,  and  there 
continued  with  his  disciples.  And  the  Jews'  passover  was  nigh 
at  hand:  and  many  went  out  of  the  country  up  to  Jerusalem  be- 
fore the  passover,  to  purify  themselves.  Then  sought  they  for 
Jesus,  and  spoke  among  themselves,  as  they  stood  in  the  temple, 
"What  think  ye,  that  he  will  not  come  to  the  feast?"  Now  both 
the  chief  priests  and  the  Pharisees  had  given  a  commandment 
that,  if  any  man  knew  where  he  were,  he  should  show  it,  that 
they  might  take  him. 

Then  Jesus  six  days  before  the  passover  came  to  Bethany, 
where  Lazarus  was  which  had  been  dead,  whom  he  raised  from 
the  dead.  There  they  made  him  a  supper;  and  Martha  served: 
but  Lazarus  was  one  of  them  that  sat  at  the  table  with  him. 
Then  took  Mary  a  pound  of  ointment  of  spikenard,  very  costly, 
and  anointed  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and  wiped  his  feet  with  her  hair: 
and  the  house  was  filled  with  the  odour  of  the  ointment.  Then 
saith  one  of  his  disciples,  Judas  Iscariot,  Simon's  son,  which 
should  betray  him,  "Why  was  not  this  ointment  sold  for  three 
hundred  pence,  and  given  to  the  poor?"  This  he  said,  not  that 
he  cared  for  the  poor;  but  because  he  was  a  thief,  and  had  the 
bag,  and  bore  what  was  put  therein.  Then  said  Jesus,  "Let  her 
.alone:  against  the  day  of  my  burying  hath  she  kept  this.  For 
the  poor  always  ye  have  with  you;  but  me  ye  have  not  always." 
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Much  people  of  the  Jews  therefore  knew  that  he  was  there:  and 
they  came  not  for  Jesus'  sake  only,  but  that  they  might  see  Laza- 
rus also,  whom  he  had  raised  from  the  dead.  But  the  chief  priests 
consulted  that  they  might  put  Lazarus  also  to  death;  because 
that  by  reason  of  him  many  of  the  Jews  went  away,  and  believed 
on  Jesus. 

On  the  next  day  much  people  that  were  come  to  the  feast, 
when  they  heard  that  Jesus  was  coming  to  Jerusalem,  took 
branches  of  palm  trees,  and  went  forth  to  meet  him,  and  cried, 
"Hosanna!  Blessed  is  the  King  of  Israel  that  cometh  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord!" 

The  Last  Supper 

Now  before  the  feast  of  the  passover,  when  Jesus  knew  that 
his  hour  was  come  that  he  should  depart  out  of  this  world  unto 
the  Father,  having  loved  his  own  which  were  in  the  world,  he 
loved  them  unto  the  end.  And  supper  being  ended,  the  devil 
having  now  put  into  the  heart  of  Judas  Iscariot,  Simon's  son,  to 
betray  him,  Jesus,  knowing  that  the  Father  had  given  all  things 
into  his  hands,  and  that  he  was  come  from.  God,  and  went  to 
God,  riseth  from  supper,  and  laid  aside  his  garments;  and  took 
a  towel,  and  girded  himself  After  that,  he  poureth  water  into  a 
basin,  and  began  to  wash  the  disciples'  feet,  and  to  wipe  them 
with  the  towel  wherewith  he  was  girded.  Then  cometh  he  to 
Simon  Peter:  and  Peter  saith  unto  him,  "Lord,  dost  thou  wash 
my  feet?"  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "What  I  do  thou 
knowest  not  now;  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter."  Peter  saith 
unto  him,  "Thou  shalt  never  wash  my  feet/'  Jesus  answered  him, 
"If  I  wash  thee  not,  thou  hast  no  part  with  me."  Simon  Peter 
saith  unto  him,  "Lord,  not  my  feet  only,  but  also  my  hands  and 
my  head."  Jesus  saith  to  him,  "He  that  is  washed  needeth  not 
save  to  wash  his  feet,  but  is  clean  every  whit:  and  ye  are  clean, 
but  not  all"  For  he  knew  who  should  betray  him;  therefore  said 
he,  "Ye  are  not  all  clean/'  So  after  he  had  washed  their  feet,  and 
had  taken  his  garments,  and  was  set  down  again,  he  said  unto 
them,  "Know  ye  what  I  have  done  to  you?  Ye  call  me  Master 
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and  Lord:  and  ye  say  well;  for  so  I  am.  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and 
Master,  have  washed  your  feet;  ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  an- 
other's feet.  For  I  have  given  you  an  example,  that  ye  should  do 
as  I  have  done  to  you.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  'The  serv- 
ant is  not  greater  than  his  lord;  neither  he  that  is  sent  greater 
than  he  that  sent  him/  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if 
ye  do  them.  I  speak  not  of  you  all:  I  know  whom  I  have  chosen: 
but  that  the  scripture  may  be  fulfilled,  'He  that  eateth  bread 
with  me  hath  lifted  up  his  heel  against  me/  Now  I  tell  you  be- 
fore it  come,  that,  when  it  is  come  to  pass,  ye  may  believe  that 
I  am  he.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  'He  that  receiveth  whom- 
soever I  send  receiveth  me;  and  he  that  receiveth  me  receiveth 
him  that  sent  me/" 

When  Jesus  had  thus  said,  he  was  troubled  in  spirit,  and 
testified,  and  said,  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you  that  one  of 
you  shall  betray  me/7 

Then  the  disciples  looked  one  on  another,  doubting  of  whom 
he  spoke.  Now  there  was  leaning  on  Jesus'  bosom  one  of  his  dis- 
ciples,  whom  Jesus  loved.  Simon  Peter  therefore  beckoned  to 
him,  that  he  should  ask  who  it  should  be  of  whom  he  spoke.  He 
then  lying  on  Jesus'  breast  saith  unto  him,  "Lord,  who  is  it?" 

Jesus  answered,  "He  it  is,  to  whom  I  shall  give  a  sop,  when  I 
have  dipped  it."  And  when  he  had  dipped  the  sop,  he  gave  it  to 
Judas  Iscariot,  the  son  of  Simon.  And  after  the  sop  Satan  en- 
tered into  him.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  him,  "That  thou  doest,  do 
quickly."  Now  no  man  at  the  table  knew  for  what  intent  he 
spoke  this  unto  him.  For  some  of  them  thought,  because  Judas 
had  the  bag,  that  Jesus  had  said  unto  him,  "Buy  those  things  that 
we  have  need  of  against  the  feast";  or,  that  he  should  give  some- 
thing to  the  poor.  He  then  having  received  the  sop  went  im- 
mediately out:  and  it  was  night. 

Therefore,  when  he  was  gone  out,  Jesus  said,  "Now  is  the  Son 
of  Man  glorified,  and  God  is  glorified  in  him.  If  God  be  glori- 
fied in  him,  God  shall  also  glorify  him  in  himself,  and  shall 
straightway  glorify  him.  Little  children,  yet  a  little  while  I  am 
with  you.  Ye  shall  seek  me:  and  as  I  said  unto  the  Jews,  'Whither 
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I  go,  ye  cannot  come';  so  now  I  say  to  yon.  A  new  commandment 
I  give  unto  you:  that  ye  love  one  another;  as  I  have  loved  you, 
that  ye  also  love  one  another.  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another." 

Simon  Peter  said  unto  him,  "Lord,  whither  goest  thou?" 

Jesus  answered  him,  "Whither  I  go,  thou  canst  not  follow  me 
now;  tut  thou  shalt  follow  me  afterwards/' 

Peter  said  unto  him,  "Lord,  why  cannot  I  follow  thee  now? 
I  will  lay  down  my  life  for  thy  sake." 

Jesus  answered  him,  "Wilt  thou  lay  down  thy  life  for  my 
sake?  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  The  cock  shall  not  crow, 
till  thou  hast  denied  me  thrice/ 

"Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled:  ye  believe  in  God,  believe 
also  in  me.  In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions:  if  it  were 
not  so,  I  would  have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you. 
And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and 
receive  you  unto  myself;  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also. 
And  whither  I  go  ye  know,  and  the  way  ye  know/' 

Thomas  saith  unto  him, 

"Lord,  we  know  not  whither  thou  goest;  and  how  can  we 
know  the  way?" 

Jesus  saith  unto  him, 

"I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life:  no  man  cometh  unto  the 
Father,  but  by  me.  If  ye  had  known  me,  ye  should  have  known 
my  Father  also:  and  from  henceforth  ye  know  him,  and  have 
seen  him." 

Philip  saith  unto  him, 

"Lord,  show  us  the  Father,  and  it  sufficeth  us." 

Jesus  saith  unto  him, 

"Have  I  been  so  long  time  with  you,  and  yet  hast  thou  not 
known  me,  Philip?  he  that  hath  seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father; 
and  how  sayest  thou  then,  'Show  us  the  Father'?  Believest  thou 
not  that  I  am  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in  me?  the  words  that 
I  speak  unto  you  I  speak  not  of  myself:  but  the  Father  that  dwell- 
eth  in  me,  he  doeth  the  works.  Believe  me  that  I  am  in  the  Father, 
and  the  Father  in  me:  or  else  believe  me  for  the  very  works' 
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sake.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  'He  that  believeth  on  me, 
the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do  also;  and  greater  works  than 
these  shall  he  do;  because  I  go  unto  my  Father. '  And  whatsoever 
ye  shall  ask  in  my  name,  that  will  I  do,  that  the  Father  may  be 
glorified  in  the  Son.  If  ye  shall  ask  any  thing  in  my  name,  I  will 
do  it. 

"If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments.  And  I  will  pray  the 
Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another  Comforter,  that  he  may 
abide  with  you  for  ever;  even  the  Spirit  of  truth;  whom  the 
world  cannot  receive,  because  it  seeth  him  not,  neither  knoweth 
him:  but  ye  know  him;  for  he  dwelleth  with  you,  and  shall  be  in 
you.  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless:  I  will  come  to  you.  Yet  a 
little  while,  and  the  world  seeth  me  no  more;  but  ye  see  me:  be" 
cause  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also.  At  that  day  ye  shall  know  that  I 
am  in  my  Father,  and  ye  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  He  that  hath  my 
commandments,  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  me:  and 
he  that  loveth  me  shall  be  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love 
him,  and  will  manifest  myself  to  him/' 
Judas  (not  Iscariot)  saith  unto  him, 

"Lord,  how  is  it  that  thou  wilt  manifest  thyself  unto  us,  and 
not  unto  the  world?" 

Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him, 

"If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words:  and  my  Father 
will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode 
with  him.  He  that  loveth  me  not  keepeth  not  my  sayings:  and 
the  word  which  ye  hear  is  not  mine,  but  the  Father's  which 
sent  me. 

"These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  being  yet  present  with 
you.  But  the  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the 
Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he  shall  teach  you  all  things,  and 
bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have  said 
unto  you.  Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you:  not 
as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart  be  trou- 
bled, neither  let  it  be  afraid.  Ye  have  heard  how  I  said  unto  you, 
1  go  away,  and  come  again  unto  you/  If  ye  loved  me,  ye  would 
rejoice  because  I  said,  'I  go  unto  the  Father':  for  my  Father  is 
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greater  than  I  And  now  I  have  told  you  before  it  come  to  pass 
that,  when  it  is  come  to  pass,  ye  might  believe.  Hereafter  I  will 
not  talk  much  with  you:  for  the  prince  of  this  world  cometh, 
and  hath  nothing  in  me.  But  that  the  world  may  know  that  I 
love  the  Father;  and  as  the  Father  gave  me  commandment,  even 
so  I  do. 

"I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my  Father  is  the  husbandman.  Every 
branch  in  me  that  beareth  not  fruit  he  taketh  away:  and  every 
branch  that  beareth  fruit,  he  purgeth  it,  that  it  may  bring  forth 
more  fruit.  Now  ye  are  clean  through  the  word  which  I  have 
spoken  unto  you.  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  can- 
not bear  fruit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more  can 
ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches:  he 
that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  much 
fruit:  for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.  If  a  man  abide  not  in 
me,  he  is  cast  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  withered;  and  men  gather 
them,  and  cast  them  into  the  fire,  and  they  are  burned.  If  ye 
abide  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask  what  ye, 
will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you.  Herein  is  my  Father  glori- 
fied, that  ye  bear  much  fruit;  so  shall  ye  be  my  disciples.  As  the 
Father  hath  loved  me,  so  have  I  loved  you:  continue  ye  in  my 
love.  If  ye  keep  my  commandments,  ye  shall  abide  in  my  love; 
even  as  I  have  kept  my  Father's  commandments,  and  abide  in 
his  love.  These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  my  joy  might 
remain  in  you,  and  that  your  joy  might  be  full.  This  is  my  com- 
mandment: that  ye  love  one  another,  as  I  have  loved  you.  Great- 
er love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends.  Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  whatsoever  I  command  you. 
Henceforth  I  call  you  not  servants;  for  the  servant  knoweth  not 
what  his  lord  doeth:  but  I  have  called  you  friends;  for  all  things 
that  I  have  heard  of  my  Father  I  have  made  known  unto  you.  Ye 
have  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen  you,  and  ordained  you, 
that  ye  should  go  and  bring  forth  fruit,  and  that  your  fruit  should 
remain:  that  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  of  the  Father  in  my  name 
he  may  give  it  you. 

"These  things  I  command  you,  that  ye  love  one  another.  If  the 
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world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  me  before  it  hated  you. 
If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world  would  love  his  own:  but  be- 
cause ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the 
world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you.  Remember  the  word 
that  I  said  unto  you,  'The  servant  is  not  greater  than  his  lord/ 
If  they  have  persecuted  me,  they  will  also  persecute  you;  if  they 
have  kept  my  saying,  they  will  keep  yours  also.  But  all  these 
things  will  they  do  unto  you  for  my  name's  sake,  because  they 
know  not  him  that  sent  me.  If  I  had  not  come  and  spoken  unto 
them,  they  had  not  had  sin:  but  now  they  have  no  cloak  for  their 
sin.  He  that  hateth  me  hateth  my  Father  also.  If  I  had  not  done 
among  them  the  works  which  none  .other  man  did,  they  had  not 
had  sin:  but  now  have  they  both  seen  and  hated  both  me  and  my 
Father.  But  this  cometh  to  pass  that  the  word  might  be  fulfilled 
that  is  written  in  their  law,  'They  hated  me  without  a  cause/ 
But  when  the  Comforter  is  come,  whom  I  will  send  unto  you 
from  the  Father,  even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  proceedeth 
from  the  Father,  he  shall  testify  of  me:  and  ye  also  shall  bear 
witness,  because  ye  have  been  with  me  from  the  beginning. 

"These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  ye  should  not  be 
offended.  They  shall  put  you  out  of  the  synagogues:  yea,  the 
time  cometh  that  whosoever  killeth  you  will  think  that  he  doeth 
God  service.  And  these  things  will  they  do  unto  you,  because 
they  have  not  known  the  Father,  nor  me.  But  these  things  have  I 
told  you,  that  when  the  time  shall  come,  ye  may  remember  that 
I  told  you  of  them.  And  these  things  I  said  not  unto  you  at  the 
beginning,  because  I  was  with  you.  But  now  I  go  my  way  to  him 
that  sent  me;  and  none  of  you  asketh  me,  'Whither  goest  thou?' 
But  because  I  have  said  these  things  unto  you,  sorrow  hath  filled 
your  heart.  Nevertheless  I  tell  you  the  truth:  Tt  is  expedient 
for  you  that  I  go  away:  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  will 
not  come  unto  you;  but  if  I  depart,  I  will  send  him  unto  you. 
And  when  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove  the  world  of  sin,  and  of 
righteousness,  and  of  judgment:  of  sin,  because  they  believe  not 
on  me;  of  righteousness,  because  I  go  to  my  Father,  and  ye  see 
me  no  more;  of  judgment,  because  the  prince  of  this  world  is 

[1029] 


THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  JOHN 

judged. '  I  have  yet  many  things  to  say  unto  you,  but  ye  cannot 
bear  them  now,  Howbeit  when  he,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come, 
he  will  guide  you  into  all  truth:  for  he  shall  not  speak  of  him- 
self; but  whatsoever  he  shall  hear,  that  shall  he  speak*  and  he 
will  show  you  things  to  come.  He  shall  glorify  me:  for  he  shall 
receive  of  mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you.  All  things  that  the 
Father  hath  are  mine:  therefore  said  I,  that  he  shall  take  of  mine, 
and  shall  show  it  unto  you.  A  little  while,  and  ye  shall  not  see 
me:  and  again,  a  little  while,  and  ye  shall  see  me,  because  I  go  to 
the  Father/1 

Then  said  some  of  his  disciples  among  themselves,  "What  is 
this  that  he  saith  unto  us,  'A  little  while,  and  ye  shall  not  see 
me':  and  again,  'A  little  while,  and  ye  shall  see  me':  and,  'Be- 
cause I  go  to  the  Father '?"  They  said  therefore,  "What  is  this 
that  he  saith,  'A  little  while'?  We  cannot  tell  what  he  saith/* 

Now  Jesus  knew  that  they  were  desirous  to  ask  him,  and  said 
unto  them,  "Do  ye  enquire  among  yourselves  of  that  I  said,  'A 
little  while,  and  ye  shall  not  see  me':  and  again,  'A  little  while, 
and  ye  shall  see  me'?  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you  that  ye  shall 
weep  and  lament,  but  the  world  shall  rejoice:  and  ye  shall  be 
sorrowful,  but  your  sorrow  shall  be  turned  into  joy.  A  woman 
when  she  is  in  travail  hath  sorrow,  because  her  hour  is  come: 
but  as  soon  as  she  is  delivered  of  the  child,  she  remembereth  no 
more  the  anguish,  for  joy  that  a  man  is  born  into  the  world.  And 
ye  now  therefore  have  sorrow:  but  I  will  see  you  again,  and 
your  heart  shall  rejoice,  and  your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you. 
And  in  that  day  ye  shall  ask  me  nothing.  Verily,  verily,  I  say 
unto  you,  'Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my  name,  he 
will  give  it  you. '  Hitherto  have  ye  asked  nothing  in  my  name: 
ask,  and  ye  shall  receive,  that  your  joy  may  be  full.  These  things 
have  I  spoken  unto  you  in  proverbs:  but  the  time  cometh,  when 
I  shall  no  more  speak  unto  you  in  proverbs,  but  I  shall  show  you 
plainly  of  the  Father.  At  that  day  ye  shall  ask  in  my  name:  and  I 
say  not  unto  you  that  I  will  pray  the  Father  for  you:  for  the 
Father  himself  loveth  you,  because  ye  have  loved  me,  and  have 
believed  that  I  came  out  from  God.  I  came  forth  from  the  Fa- 
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ther,  and  am  come  into  the  world:  again,  I  leave  the  world,  and 
go  to  the  Father." 

His  disciples  said  unto  him,  "Lo,  now  speakest  thou  plainly, 
and  speakest  no  proverb.  Now  are  we  sure  that  thou  knowest 
all  things,  and  needest  not  that  any  man  should  ask  thee:  Ly  this 
we  believe  that  thou  earnest  forth  from  God/' 
Jesus  answered  them, 

"Do  ye  now  believe?  Behold,  the  hour  cometh,  yea,  is  now 
come,  that  ye  shall  be  scattered,  every  man  to  his  own,  and  shall 
leave  me  alone:  and  yet  I  am  not  alone,  because  the  Father  is 
with  me.  These  things  I  have  spoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye 
might  have  peace.  In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation:  but  be 
of  good  cheer;  I  have  overcome  the  world." 

These  words  spoke  Jesus,  and  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and 
said, 

"Father,  the  hour  is  come;  glorify  thy  Son,  that  thy  Son  also 
may  glorify  thee:  as  thou  hast  given  him  power  over  all  flesh, 
that  he  should  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  thou  hast  given 
him.  And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou  hast  sent.  I  have  glori^ 
fied  thee  on  the  earth:  I  have  finished  the  work  which  thou  gav- 
est  me  to  do.  And  now,,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine 
own  self  with  the  glory  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world 
was. 

"I  have  manifested  thy  name  unto  the  men  which  thou  gavest 
me  out  of  the  world:  thine  they  were,  and  thou  gavest  them- me; 
and  they  have  kept  thy  word.  Now  they  have  known  that  all 
things  whatsoever  thou  hast  given  me  are  of  thee.  For  I  have 
given  unto  them  the  words  which  thou  gavest  me;  and  they 
have  received  them,  and  have  known  surely  that  I  came  out  from 
thee,  and  they  have  believed  that  thou  didst  send  me.  I  pray  for 
them:  I  pray  not  for  the  world,  but  for  them  which  thou  hast 
given  me;  for  they  are  thine.  And  all  mine  are  thine,  and  thine 
are  mine;  and  I  am  glorified  in  them.  And  now  I  am  no  more  in 
the  world,  but  these  are  in  the  world,  and  I  come  to  thee.  Holy 
Father,  keep  through  thine  own  name  those  whom  thou  hast 
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given  me,  that  they  may  be  one,  as  we  are.  While  I  was  with 
them  in  the  world,  I  kept  them  in  thy  name:  those  that  thou 
gavest  me  I  have  kept,  and  none  of  them  is  lost,  but  the  son  of 
perdition;  that  the  scripture  might  be  fulfilled.  And  now  come 
I  to  thee;  and  these  things  I  speak  in  the  world,  that  they  might 
have  my  joy  fulfilled  in  themselves.  I  have  given  them  thy  word; 
and  the  world  hath  hated  them,  because  they  are  not  of  the 
world,  even  as  I  am  not  of  the  world.  I  pray  not  that  thou 
shouldest  take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou  shouldest 
keep  them  from  the  evil.  They  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  I 
am  not  of  the  world.  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth:  thy  word 
is  truth.  As  thou  hast  sent  me  into  the  world,  even  so  have  I  also 
sent  them  into  the  world.  And  for  their  sakes  I  sanctify  myself, 
that  they  also  might  be  sanctified  through  the  truth. 

"Neither  pray  I  for  these  alone,  but  for  them  also  which  shall 
believe  on  me  through  their  word,  that  they  all  may  be  one;  as 
thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one 
in  us:  that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me.  And 
the  glory  which  thou  gavest  me  I  have  given  them;  that  they  may 
be  one,  even  as  we  are  one:  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they 
may  be  made  perfect  in  one;  and  that  the  world  may  know  that 
thou  hast  sent  me,  and  hast  loved  them,  as  thou  hast  loved  me. 
Father,  I  will  that  they  also,  whom  thou  hast  given  me,  be  with 
me  where  I  am;  that  they  may  behold  my  glory,  which  thou  hast 
given  me:  for  thou  lovedst  me  before  the  foundation  of  the  world. 
O  righteous  Father,  the  world  hath  not  known  thee:  but  I  have 
known  thee,  and  these  have  known  that  thou  hast  sent  me.  And  I 
have  declared  unto  them  thy  name,  and  will  declare  it:  that  the 
love  wherewith  thou  hast  loved  me  may  be  in  them,  and  I  in 
them/' 

The  Betrayal  of  Jesus 

When  Jesus  had  spoken  these  words,  he  went  forth  with  his 
disciples  over  the  brook  Cedron,  where  was  a  garden,  into  the 
which  he  entered,  and  his  disciples.  And  Judas  also,  which  be- 
trayed him,  knew  the  place:  for  Jesus  ofttimes  resorted  thither 
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with  his  disciples.  Judas  then,  having  received  a  Land  of  men  ' 
and  officers  from  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees,  cometh  thither 
with  lanterns  and  torches  and  weapons.  Jesus  therefore,  jknow- 
ing  all  things  that  should  come  upon  him,  went  forth,  and  said 
unto  them, 

"Whom  seek  ye?" 

They  answered  him,  "Jesus  of  Nazareth.** 

Jesus  saith  unto  them,  "I  am  he." 

And  Judas  also,  which  betrayed  him,  stood  with  them.  As 
soon  then  as  he  had  said  unto  them,  "I  am  he,"  they  went  back- 
ward, and  fell  to  the  ground.  Then  asked  he  them  again, 

"Whom  seek  ye?" 

And  they  said,  "Jesus  of  Nazareth." 

Jesus  answered, 

"I  have  told  you  that  I  am  he:  if  therefore  ye  seek  me,  let  these 
go  their  way"  (that  the  saying  might  be  fulfilled,  which  he 
spoke,  "Of  them  which  thou  gavest  me  have  I  lost  none") . 

Then  Simon  Peter  having  a  sword  drew  it,  and  smote  the 
high  priest's  servant,  and  cut  off  his  right  ear.  The  servant's 
name  was  Malchus.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  Peter, 

"Put  up  thy  sword  into  the  sheath:  the  cup  which  my  Father 
hath  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it?" 

Then  the  band  and  the  captain  and  officers  of  the  Jews  took 
Jesus,  and  bound  him,  and  led  him  away  to  Annas  first;  for  he 
was  father-in-law  to  Caiaphas,  which  was  the  high  priest  that 
same  year.  Now  Caiaphas  was  he,  which  gave  counsel  to  the 
Jews,  that  it  was  expedient  that  one  man  should  die  for  the 
people. 

And  Simon  Peter  followed  Jesus,  and  so  did  another  disciple: 
that  disciple  was  known  unto  the  high  priest,  and  went  in  with 
Jesus  into  the  palace  of  the  high  priest.  But  Peter  stood  at  the 
door  without.  Then  went  out  that  other  disciple,  which  was 
known  unto  the  high  priest,  and  spoke  unto  her  that  kept  the 
door,  and  brought  in  Peter.  Then  saith  the  damsel  that  kept  the 
door  unto  Peter,  "Art  not  thou  also  one  of  this  man's  disciples?" 
He  saith,  "I  am  not."  And  the  servants  and  officers  stood  there, 
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who  had  made  a  fire  of  coals;  for  it  was  cold:  and  they  warmed 
themselves:  and  Peter  stood  with  them,  and  warmed  himself. 

The  high  priest  then  asked  Jesus  of  his  disciples,  and  of  his 
doctrine.  Jesus  answered  him, 

T  spoke  openly  to  the  world;  I  ever  taught  in  the  synagogue, 
and  in  the  temple,  whither  the  Jews  always  resort;  and  in  secret 
have  I  said  nothing.  Why  askest  thou  me?  ask  them  which  heard 
me,  what  I  have  said  unto  them:  behold,  they  know  what  I  said. " 

And  when  he  had  thus  spoken,  one  of  the  officers  which  stood 
by  struck  Jesus  with  the  palm  of  his  hand,  saying,  "Answer est 
thou  the  high  priest  so?" 

Jesus  answered  him, 

"If  I  have  spoken  evil,  bear  witness  of  the  evil:  but  if  well, 
why  smitest  thou  me?"  Now  Annas  had  sent  him  bound  unto 
Caiaphas  the  high  priest.  And  Simon  Peter  stood  and  warmed 
himself.  They  said  therefore  unto  him,  "Art  not  thou  also  one 
of  his  disciples?"  He  denied  it,  and  said,  "I  am  not/'  One  of  the 
servants  of  the  high  priest,  being  his  kinsman  whose  ear  Peter 
cut  off,  saith,  "Did  not  I  see  thee  in  the  garden  with  him?"  Peter 
then  denied  again:  and  immediately  the  cock  crew* 

The  Trial  of  Jesus 

Then  led  they  Jesus  from  Caiaphas  unto  the  hall  of  judgment: 
and  it  was  early;  and  they  themselves  went  not  into  the  judg- 
ment hall,  lest  they  should  be  defiled;  but  that  they  might  eat 
the  passover. 

Pilate  then  went  out  unto  them,  and  said,  "What  accusation 
bring  ye  against  this  man?" 

They  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "If  he  were  not  a  malefac- 
tor, we  would  not  have  (Delivered  him  up  unto  thee." 

Then  said  Pilate  unto  them,  "Take  ye  him,  and  judge  him 
according  to  your  law/' 

The  Jews  therefore  said  unto  him,  "It  is  not  lawful  for  us  to 
put  aiiy  man  to  death"  (that  the  saying  of  Jesus  might  be  ful- 
filled, which  he  spoke,  signifying  what  death  he  should  die). 
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Then  Pilate  entered  into  the  judgment  hall  again,  and  called 
Jesus,  and  said  unto  him,  "Art  thou  the  King  of  the  Jews?" 

Jesus  answered  him, 

"Sayest  thou  this  thing  of  thyself,  or  did  others  tell  it  thee  of 
me?" 

Pilate  answered; 

"Am  I  a  Jew?  Thine  own  nation  and  the  chief  priests  have  de" 
livered  thee  unto  me;  what  hast  thou  done?" 

Jesus  answered, 

"My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world:  if  my  kingdom  were  of 
this  world,  then  would  my  servants  fight,  that  I  should  not  be 
delivered  to  the  Jews:  but  now  is  my  kingdom  not  from  hence." 

Pilate  therefore  said  unto  him, 

"Art  thou  a  king  then?" 

Jesus  answered, 

"Thou  sayest  that  I  am  a  king.  To  this  end  was  I  born,  and  for 
this  cause  came  I  into  the  world,  that  I  should  bear  witness  unto 
the  truth.  Every  one  that  is  of  the  truth  heareth  my  voice." 

Pilate  saith  unto  him,  "What  is  truth?" 

And  when  he  had  said  this,  he  went  out  again  unto  the  Jews, 
and  saith  unto  them,  "I  find  in  him  no  fault  at  all.  But  ye  have  a 
custom,  that  I  should  release  unto  you  one  at  the  passover:  will 
ye  therefore  that  I  release  unto  you  the  King  of  the  Jews?" 

Then  cried  they  all  again,  saying,  "Not  this  man,  but  Barab- 
bas."  Now  Barabbas  was  a  robber. 

The  Crucifixion  of  Jesus 

Then  Pilate  therefore  took  Jesus,  and  scourged  him.  And  the 
soldiers  plaited  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  put  it  on  his  head,  and 
they  put  on  him  a  purple  robe,  and  said,  "Hail,  King  of  the 
Jews ! "  and  they  smote  him  with  their  hands. 

Pilate  therefore  went  forth  again,  and  saith  unto  them,  "Be- 
hold, I  bring  him  forth  to  you,  that  ye  may  know  that  I  find  no 
fault  in  him. "  Then  came  Jesus  forth,  wearing  the  crown  of  thorns, 
and  the  purple  robe.  And  Pilate  saith  unto  them,  "Behold  the 
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man!"  When  the  chief  priests  therefore  and  officers  saw  him, 
they  cried  out,  saying,  "Crucify  him,  crucify  him/'  Pilate  saith 
unto  them,  "Take  ye  him,  and  crucify  him:  for  I  find  no  fault  in 
him/'  The  Jews  answered  him,  "We  have  a  law,  and  by  our 
law  he  ought  to  die,  because  he  made  himself  the  Son  of  God." 

When  Pilate  therefore  heard  that  saying,  he  was  the  more 
afraid,  and  went  again  into  the  judgment  hall,  and  saith  unto 
Jesus,  "Whence  art  thou?"  But  Jesus  gave  him  no  answer. 

Then  saith  Pilate  unto  him,  "Speakest  thou  not  unto  me?  know- 
est  thou  not  that  I  have  power  to  crucify  thee,  and  have  power 
to  release  thee?" 

Jesus  answered,  "Thou  couldest  have  no  power  at  all  against 
me,  except  it  were  given  thee  from  above:  therefore  he  that  de- 
livered me  unto  thee  hath  the  greater  sin." 

And  from  thenceforth  Pilate  sought  to  release  him:  but  the 
Jews  cried  out,  saying,  ."If  thou  let  this  man  go,  thou  art  not 
Caesar's  friend:  whosoever  maketh  himself  a  king  speaketh 
against  Csesar." 

When  Pilate  therefore  heard  that  saying,  he  brought  Jesus 
forth,  and  sat  down  in  the  judgment  seat  in  a  place  that  is  called 
the  Pavement,  but,  in  Hebrew,  Gabbatha.  And  it  was  the  prep- 
aration of  the  passover,  and  about  the  sixth  hour:  and  he  saith 
unto  the  Jews,  "Behold  your  King ! " 

But  they  cried  out,  "Away  with  him,  away  with  him,  crucify 
him!" 

Pilate  saith  unto  them,  "Shall  I  crucify  your  King?" 

The  chief  priests  answered,  "We  have  no  king  but  Caesar." 

Then  delivered  he  him  therefore  unto  them  to  be  crucified. 
And  they  took  Jesus,  and  led  him  away.  And  he  bearing  his 
cross  went  forth  into  a  place  called  the  place  of  a  skull,  which 
is  called,  in  the  Hebrew,  Golgotha,  where  they  crucified  him, 
and  two  others  with  him,  on  either  side  one,  and  Jesus  in  the 
midst.  And  Pilate  wrote  a  title,  and  put  it  on  the  cross.  And 
the  writing  was  JESUS  OF  NAZARETH,  THE  KING  OF  THE  JEWS.  This 
title  then  read  many  of  the  Jews:  for  the  place  where  Jesus  was 
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crucified  was  nigh  to  the  city:  and  it  was  written  in  Hebrew, 
and  Greek,  and  Latin. 

Then  said  the  chief  priests  of  the  Jews  to  Pilate,  "Write  not, 
The  King  of  thejews';  but  that  he  said,  'I  am  King  of  the  Jews. '" 
Pilate  answered,  "What  I  have  written  I  have  written/' 
Then  the  soldiers,  when  they  had  crucified  Jesus,  took  his 
garments,  and  made  four  parts,  to  every  soldier  a  part;  and  also 
his  coat:  now  the  coat  was  without  seam,  woven  from  the  top 
throughout.  They  said  therefore  among  themselves,  "Let  us  not 
rend  it,  but  cast  lots  for  it,  whose  it  shall  be":  that  the  scrip- 
ture might  be  fulfilled,  which  saith, 

€t<Tliey  -parted,  my  raiment  among  them, 
An&for  my  vesture  they  did  cast  lots. " 

These  things  therefore  the  soldiers  did. 

Now  there  stood  by  the  cross  of  Jesus  his  mother,  and  his 
mother's  sister,  Mary  the  wife  of  Cleophas,  and  Mary  Mag- 
dalene. When  Jesus  therefore  saw  his  mother,  and  the  disciple 
standing  by,  whom  he  loved,  he  saith  unto  his  mother,  "Woman, 
behold  thy  son!"  Then  saith  he  to  the  disciple,  "Behold  thy 
mother!"  And  from  that  hour  that  disciple  took  her  unto  his 
own  home. 

After  this,  Jesus  knowing  that  all  things  were  now  accom- 
plished, that  the  scripture  might  be  fulfilled,  saith,  "I  thirst." 
Now  there  was  set  a  vessel  full  of  vinegar:  and  they  filled  a 
sponge  with  vinegar,  and  put  it  upon  hyssop,  and  put  it  to  his 
mouth.  When  Jesus  therefore  had  received  the  vinegar,  he  said, 
"It  is  finished":  and  he  bowed  his  head,  and  gave  up  the  ghost. 

Thejews  therefore,  because  it  was  the  preparation,  that  the 
bodies  should  not  remain  upon  the  cross  on  the  sabbath  day 
(for  that  sabbath  day  was  a  high  day),  besought  Pilate  that 
their  legs  might  be  broken,  and  that  they  might  be  taken  away. 
Then  came  the  soldiers,  and  broke  the  legs  of  the  first,  and  of 
the  other  which  was  crucified  with  him.  But  when  they  came  to 
Jesus,,  and  saw  that  he  was  dead  already,  they  broke  not  his  legs: 
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but  one  of  the  soldiers  with  a  spear  pierced  his  side,  and  forth- 
with came  there  out  blood  and  water.  And  he  that  saw  it  bore 
record,  and  his  record  is  true:  and  he  knoweth  that  he  saith  true, 
that  ye  might  believe.  For  these  things  were  done,  that  the  scrip" 
ture  should  be  fulfilled,  "A  bone  of  him  shall  not  be  broken." 
And  again  another  scripture  saith,  "They  shall  look  on  him 
whom  they  pierced." 

And  after  this  Joseph  of  Arimatha^a,  being  a  disciple  of  Jesus, 
but  secretly  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  besought  Pilate  that  he  might 
take  away  the  body  of  Jesus:  and  Pilate  gave  him  leave.  He  came 
therefore,  and  took  the  body  of  Jesus.  And  there  came  also  Nico- 
demus,  which  at  the  first  came  to  Jesus  by  night,  and  brought  a 
mixture  of  myrrh  and  aloes,  about  a  hundred  pound  weight. 
Then  took  they  the  body  of  Jesus,  and  wound  it  in  linen  clothes 
with  the  spices,  as  the  manner  of  the  Jews  is  to  bury.  Now  in  the 
place  where  he  was  crucified  there  was  a  garden;  and  in  the 
garden  a  new  sepulchre,  wherein  was  never  man  yet  laid.  There 
laid  they  Jesus  therefore  because  of  the  Jews'  preparation  day; 
for  the  sepulchre  was  nigh  at  hand. 

The  Resumption  of  Jesus 

The  first  day  of  the  week  cometh  Mary  Magdalene  early,  when 
it  was  yet  dark,  unto  the  sepulchre,  and  seeth  the  stone  taken 
away  from  the  sepulchre.  Then  she  runneth,  and  cometh  to  Simon 
Peter,  and  to  the  other  disciple,  whom  Jesus  loved,  and  saith 
unto  them,  "They  have  taken  away  the  Lord  out  of  the  sep- 
ulchre, and  we  know  not  where  they  have  laid  him." 

Peter  therefore  went  forth,  and  that  other  disciple,  and  came 
to  the  sepulchre.  So  they  ran  both  together:  and  the  other  dis- 
ciple did  outrun  Peter,  and  came  first  to  the  sepulchre.  And  he 
stooping  down,  and  looking  in,  skw  the  linen  clothes  lying;  yet 
went  he  not  in.  Then  cometh  Simon  Peter  following  him,  and 
went  into  the  sepulchre,  and  seeth  the  linen  clothes  lie,  and  the 
napkin,  that  was  about  his  head,  not  lying  with  the  linen  clothes, 
but  wrapped  together  in  a  place  by  itself.  Then  went  in  also 
that  other  disciple,  which  came  first  to  the  sepulchre,  and  he 
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saw,  and  believed.  For  as  yet  they  knew  not  the  scripture,  that 
he  must  rise  again  from  the  dead.  Then  the  disciples  went  away 
again  unto  their  own  home. 

But  Mary  stood  without  at  the  sepulchre  weeping:  and  as  she 
wept,  she  stooped  down,  and  looked  into  the  sepulchre,  and 
seeth  two  angels  in  white  sitting,  the  one  at  the  head,  and  the 
other  at  the  feet,  where  the  body  of  Jesus  had  lain.  And  they  say 
unto  her,  "Woman,  why  weepest  thou?"  She  saith  unto  them, 
"Because  they  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  where 
they  have  laid  him."  And  when  she  had  thus  said,  she  turned 
herself  back,  and  saw  Jesus  standing,  and  knew  not  that  it  was 
Jesus.  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  "Woman,  why  weepest  thou?  whom 
seekest  thou?"  She,  supposing  him  to  be  the  gardener,  saith  unto 
him,  "Sir,  if  thou  have  borne  him  hence,  tell  me  where  thou  hast 
laid  him,  and  I  will  take  him  away. "  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  "Mary ! " 
She  turned  herself,  and  saith  unto  him,  "Rabboni";  which  is  to 
say,  "Master."  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  "Touch  me  not;  for  I  am  not 
yet  ascended  to  my  Father;  but  go  to  my  brethren,  and  say  unto 
them,  'I  ascend  unto  my  Father,  and  your  Father;  and  to  my  God, 
and  your  God/"  Mary  Magdalene  came  and  told  the  disciples 
that  she  had  seen  the  Lord,  and  that  he  had  spoken  these  things 
unto  her. 

Then  the  same  day  at  evening,  being  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
when  the  doors  were  shut  where  the  disciples  were  assembled 
for  fear  of  the  Jews,  came  Jesus  and  stood  in  the  midst,  and  saith 
unto  them,  "Peace  be  unto  you ! "  And  when  he  had  so  said,  he 
showed  unto  them  his  hands  and  his  side.  Then  were  the  dis- 
ciples glad,  when  they  saw  the  Lord.  Then  said  Jesus  to  them 
again,  "Peace  be  unto  you:  as  my  Father  hath  sent  me,  even  so 
send  I  you."  And  when  he  had  said  this,  he  breathed  on  them, 
and  saith  unto  them,  "Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost !  Whose  so- 
ever sins  ye  remit,  they  are  remitted  unto  them;  and  whose  so- 
ever sins  ye  retain,  they  are  retained." 

But  Thomas,  one  of  the  twelve,  called  Didymus,  was  not  with 
them  when  Jesus  came.  The  other  disciples  therefore  said  unto 
him,  "We  have  seen  the  Lord."  But  he  said  unto  them,  "Except 
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I  shall  see  in  his  hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  put  my  finger 
into  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  thrust  my  hand  into  his  side,  I 
will  not  believe." 

And  after  eight  days  again  his  disciples  were  within,  and 
Thomas  with  them:  then  came  Jesus,  the  doors  being  shut,  and 
stood  in  the  midst,  and  said,  "Peace  be  unto  you!"  Then  saith 
he  to  Thomas,  "Reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  behold  my  hands; 
and  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and  thrust  it  into  my  side:  and  be  not 
faithless,  but  believing/'  And  Thomas  answered  and  said  unto 
him,  "My  Lord  and  my  God."  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  "Thomas, 
because  thou  hast  seen  me,  thou  hast  believed:  blessed  are  they 
that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed." 

And  many  other  signs  truly  did  Jesus  in  the  presence  of  his 
disciples,  which  are  not  written  in  this  book:  but  these  are  writ- 
ten, that  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God;  and  that  believing  ye  might  have  life  through  his  name. 

After  these  things  Jesus  showed  himself  again  to  the  disciples 
at  the  Sea  of  Tiberias;  and  on  this  wise  showed  he  himself  There 
were  together  Simon  Peter,  and  Thomas  called  Didymus,  and 
Nathanael  of  Cana  in  Galilee,  and  the  sons  of  Zebedee,  and  two 
other  of  his  disciples.  Simon  Peter  saith  unto  them,  "I  go  a-fish- 
ing."  They  say  unto  him,  "We  also  go  with  thee."  They  went 
forth,  and  entered  into  a  ship  immediately;  and  that  night  they 
caught  nothing.  But  when  the  morning  was  now  come,  Jesus 
stood  on  the  shore:  but  the  disciples  knew  not  that  it  was  Jesus. 
Then  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  "Children,  have  ye  any  meat?"  They 
answered  him,  "No."  And  he  said  unto  them,  "Cast  the  net  on 
the  right  side  of  the  ship,  and  ye  shall  find."  They  cast  therefore, 
and  now  they  were  not  able  to  draw  it  for  the  multitude  of 
fishes.  Therefore  that  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  saith  unto  Peter, 
"It  is  the  Lord/'  Now  when  Simon  Peter  heard  that  it  was  the 
Lord,  he  girt  his  fisher's  coat  unto  him  (for  he  was  naked),  and 
did  cast  himself  into  the  sea.  And  the  other  disciples  came  in  a 
little  ship  (for  they  were  not  far  from  land,  but  as  it  were  two 
hundred  cubits),  dragging  the  net  with  fishes.  As  soon  then  as 
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they  were  come  to  land,  they  saw  a  fire  of  coals  there,  and  fish 
laid  thereon,  and  bread.  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  "Bring  of  the  fish 
which  ye  have  now  caught."  Simon  Peter  went  up,  and  drew  the 
net  to  land  full  of  great  fishes,  a  hundred  and  fifty  and  three: 
and  for  all  there  were  so  many,  yet  was  not  the  net  broken. 
Jesus  saith  unto  them,  "Come  and  dine/'  And  none  of  the  dis- 
ciples durst  ask  him,  "Who  art  thou?"  knowing  that  it  was  the 
Lord.  Jesus  then  cometh,  and  taketh  bread,  and  giveth  them, 
and  fish  likewise.  This  is  now  the  third  time  that  Jesus  showed 
himself  to  his  disciples,  after  that  he  was  risen  from  the  dead. 
So  when  they  had  dined,  Jesus  saith  to  Simon  Peter,  "Simon, 
son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  me  more  than  these?"  He  saith  unto 
him,  "Yea,  Lord;  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee."  He  saith  unto 
him,  "Feed  my  lambs/7  He  saith  to  him  again  the  second  time, 
"Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  me?"  He  saith  unto  him,  "Yea, 
Lord;  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee."  He  saith  unto  him,  "Feed 
my  sheep."  He  saith  unto  him  the  third  time,  "Simon,  son  of 
Jonas,  lovest  thou  me?"  Peter  was  grieved  because  he  said  unto 
him  the  third  time,  "Lovest  thou  me?"  And  he  said  unto  him, 
"Lord,  thou  knowest  all  things;  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee." 
Jesus  saith  unto  him,  "Feed  my  sheep.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
thee,  'When  thou  wast  young,  thou  girdedst  thyself,  and  walk- 
edst  whither  thou  wouldest:  but  when  thou  shalt  be  old,  thou 
shalt  stretch  forth  thy  hands,  and  another  shall  gird  thee,  and 
carry  thee  whither  thou  wouldest  not/"  This  spoke  he,  signify- 
ing by  what  death  he  should  glorify  God.  And  when  he  had 
spoken  this,  he  saith  unto  him,  "Follow  me,"  Then  Peter,  turn- 
ing about,  seeth  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  following;  which 
also  leaned  on  his  breast  at  supper,  and  said,  "Lord,  which  is  he 
that  betray eth  thee?"  Peter  seeing  him  saith  to  Jesus,  "Lord,  and 
what  shall  this  man  do?"  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  "If  I  will  that  he 
tarry  till  I  come,  what  is  that  to  thee?  follow  thou  me."  Then 
went  this  saying  abroad  among  the  brethren,  that  that  disciple 
should  not  die:  yet  Jesus  said  not  unto  him,  "He  shall  not  die"; 
but,  "If  I  will  that  he  tarry  till  I  come,  what  is  that  to  thee?" 
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This  is  the  disciple  which  testified!  of  these  things,  and  wrote 
these  things:  and  we  know  that  his  testimony  is  true.  And  there 
are  also  many  other  things  which  Jesus  did,  the  which,  if  they 
should  be  written  every  one,  I  suppose  that  even  the  world 
itself  could  not  contain  the  books  that  should  be  written.  Amen. 
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A  HISTORY  OF  THE  EARLY  CHURCH 

THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES  is  a  continuation  of  the  Gospel  accord- 
ing to  Luke,  by  the  same  author.  It  is  the  chief  source  for  our  knowledge 
of  early  Christianity.  Through  its  vivid  narrative  we  are  enabled  to  fol- 
low the  spread  of  Christianity  from]  udea  through  Asia  Minor  and  Greece 
and  finally  to  Rome,  the  capital  of  the  world.  In  its  spacious  atmosphere 
the  famous  ancient  cities  rise  before  us — Jerusalem,  Antioch,  Ephesus, 
Athens,  Corinth,  Rome — invaded  and  most  of  them  conquered  by  the 
dauntless  Christian  missionaries.  The  reader  will  note  how  the  story 
gains  in  credibility  when  it  reaches  events  with  which  Luke  was  person- 
ally familiar.  Though  no  more  skeptical  of  marvelous  happenings  than 
were  others  of  his  generation,  he  seems  to  have  teen  scrupulously  accu- 
rate tuithin  the  limits  of  his  own  knowledge.  Dominating  the  later  chap- 
ters is  the  great  figure  of  Paul,  through  whom  Christianity  became  a 
world  religion.  Thus  the  Ads  of  the  Apostles  is  the  test  possible  intro- 
duftion  to  the  letters  of  Paul  himself. 
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Tke  Ascension 

FORMER  TREATISE  have  I  made,  O  Theophilus,  of  all  that 
X  Jesus  began  both  to  do  and  teach,  until  the  day  in  which  he 
was  taken  up,  after  that  he  through  the  Holy  Ghost  had  given 
commandments  unto  the  apostles  whom  he  had  chosen:  to  whom 
also  he  showed  himself  alive  after  his  passion  by  many  infallible 
proofs,  being  seen  of  them  forty  days,  and  speaking  of  the  things 
pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God:  and,  being  assembled  to- 
gether with  them,  commanded  them  that  they  should  not  de- 
part from  Jerusalem,  but  wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father, 
which,  saith  he,  "Ye  have  heard  of  me.  For  John  truly  baptized 
with  water;  but  ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost  not 
many  days  hence." 

When  they  therefore  were  come  together,  they  asked  of  him, 
saying,  "Lord,  wilt  thou  at  this  time  restore  again  the  kingdom 
to  Israel?"  And  he  said  unto  them,  "It  is  not  for  you  to  know  the 
times  or  the  seasons,  which  the  Father  hath  put  in  his  own 
power.  But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
come  upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  both  in  Jeru- 
salem, and  in  all  Judaea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost 
part  of  the  earth." 

And  when  he  had  spoken  these  things,  while  they  beheld,  he 
was  taken  up;  and  a  cloud  received  him  out  of  their  sight.  And 
while  they  looked  steadfastly  toward  heaven  as  he  went  up,  be- 
hold, two  men  stood  by  them  in  white  apparel;  which  also  said, 
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"Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven?  this 
same  Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall  so 
come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go  into  heaven. " 

Then  returned  they  unto  Jerusalem  from  the  mount  called 
Olivet,  which  is  from  Jerusalem  a  sabbath  day's  journey. 

And  when  they  were  come  in,  they  went  up  into  an  upper 
room,  where  abode  both  Peter,  and  James,  and  John,  and  An- 
drew, Philip,  and  Thomas,  Bartholomew,  and  Matthew,  James 
the  son  of  Alphasus,  and  Simon  Zelotes,  and  Judas  the  brother 
of  James.  These  all  continued  with  one  accord  in  prayer  and 
supplication,  with  the  women,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus, 
and  with  his  brethren. 

And  in  those  days  Peter  stood  up  in  the  midst  of  the  disciples, 
and  said — the  number  of  names  together  were  about  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty — "Men  and  brethren,  this  scripture  must  needs 
have  been  fulfilled,  which  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  mouth  of 
David  spoke  before  concerning  Judas,  which  was  guide  to  them 
that  took  Jesus.  For  he  was  numbered  with  us,  and  had  obtained 
part  of  this  ministry/'  (Now  this  man  purchased  a  field  with 
the  reward  of  iniquity;  and  falling  headlong,  he  burst  asunder 
in  the  midst,  and  all  his  bowels  gushed  out.  And  it  was  known 
unto  all  the  dwellers  at  Jerusalem;  insomuch  as  that  field  is  called 
in  their  proper  tongue  Aceldama,  that  is  to  say,  the  Field  of 
Blood.)  "For  it  is  written  in  the  Book  of  Psalms, 

"'Let  his  habitation  be  Hesolate, 

1  Ani  let  no  man  dwell  therein  : 

and 

"'His  lisho])ric  let  another  take/ 

"Wherefore  of  these  men  which  have  companied  with  us  all 
the  time  that  the  Lord  Jesus  went  in  and  out  among  us,  beginning 
from  the  baptism  of  John,  unto  that  same  day  that  he  was  taken 
up  from  us,  must  one  be  ordained  to  be  a  witness  with  us  of  his 
resurrection." 

And  they  appointed  two,  Joseph  called  Barsabas,  who  was 
surnamed  Justus,  and  Matthias.  And  they  prayed,  and  said, 
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"Thou,  Lord,  which  knowest  the  hearts  of  all  men,  show  whether 
of  these  two  thou  hast"  chosen,  that  he  may  take  part  of  this 
ministry  and  apostleship,  from  which  Judas  by  transgression 
fell,  that  he  might  go  to  his  own  place."  And  they  gave  forth 
their  lots;  and  the  lot  fell  upon  Matthias;  and  he  was  numbered 
with  the  eleven  apostles. 

Pentecost 

And  when  the  day  of  Pentecost  was  fully  come,  they  were  all 
with  one  accord  in  one  place.  And  suddenly  there  came  a  sound 
from  heaven  as  of  a  rushing  mighty  wind,  and  it  filled  all  the 
house  where  they  were  sitting.  And  there  appeared  unto  them 
cloven  tongues  like  as  of  fire,  and  it  sat  upon  each  of  them.  And 
they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  began  to  speak 
with  other  tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance. 

And  there  were  dwelling  at  Jerusalem  Jews,  devout  men,  out 
of  every  nation  under  heaven.  Now  when  this  wasnoised  abroad, 
the  multitude  came  together,  and  were  confounded,  because 
that  every  man  heard  them  speak  in  his  own  language.  And  they 
were  all  amazed  and  marvelled,  saying  one  to  another,  "Behold, 
are  not  all  these  which  speak  Galileans?  And  how  hear  we 
every  man  in  our  own  tongue,  wherein  we  were  born?  Parthians, 
and  Medes,  and  Elamites,  and  the  dwellers  in  Mesopotamia, 
and  in  Judaea,  and  Cappadocia,  in  Pontus,  and  Asia,  Phrygia, 
and  Pamphylia,  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  parts  of  Libya  about  Cy- 
rene,  and  strangers  of  Rome,  Jews  and  proselytes,  Cretans  and 
Arabians,  we  do  hear  them  speak  in  our  tongues  the  wonderful 
works  of  God."  And  they  were  all  amazed,  and  were  in  doubt, 
saying  one  to  another,  "What  meaneth  this?"  Others  mocking 
said,  "These  men  are  full  of  new  wine." 

But  Peter,  standing  up  with  the  eleven,  lifted  up  his  voice, 
and  said  unto  them,  "Ye  men  of  Judaea,  and  all  ye  that  dwell  at 
Jerusalem,  be  this  known  unto  you,  and  hearken  to  my  words: 
for  these  are  not  drunken,  as  ye  suppose,  seeing  it  is  but  the  third 
hour  of  the  day.  But  this  is  that  which  was  spoken  by  the 
prophet  Joel: 
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"'  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,"  saith  God, 
"I  will  pour  out  of  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh: 
And  your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy, 
And  your  young  men  shall  see  visions, 
And  your  old  men  shall  dream  dreams: 
And  on  my  servants  and  on  my  handmaidens 
I  will  pour  out  in  those  days  of  my  Spirit; 
And  they  shall  prophesy: 
And  I  will  show  wonders  in  heaven  above, 
And  signs  in  the  earth,  leneath; 
Blood,  and  fire,  and  vapour  of  smoke: 
The  sun  shall  le  turned  into  darkness. 
And  the  moon  into  lolood, 

Before  that  great  and  notable  day  of  the  Lord  come: 
And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
That  whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  le  saved. 

"Ye  men  of  Israel,  hear  these  words:  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a  man 
approved  of  God  among  you  by  miracles  and  wonders  and  signs, 
which  God  did  by  him  in  the  midst  of  you,  as  ye  yourselves  also 
know:  him,  being  delivered  by  the  determinate  counsel  and  fore- 
knowledge of  God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by  wicked  hands  have 
crucified  and  slain:  whom  God  hath  raised  up,  having  loosed  the 
pains  of  death:  because  it  was  not  possible  that  he  should  be 
held  of  it.  For  David  speaketh  concerning  him, 

"'I  foresaw  the  Lord  always  lefore  my  face, 
For  he  is  on  my  right  hand,  that  I  should  not  le  moved: 
Therefore  did.my  heart  rejoice,  and  my  tongue  was  glad; 
Moreover  also  my  flesh  shall  rest  in  hope: 
Because  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  hell, 
Neither  wilt  thou  suffer  thine  Holy  One  to  see  corruption. 
Thou  hast  made  known  to  me  the  ways  of  life; 
Thou  shalt  make  me  full  of  joy  with  thy  countenance. ' 

"Men  and  brethren,  let  me  freely  speak  unto  you  of  the  patri- 
arch David,  that  he  is  both  dead  and  buried,  and  his  sepulchre 
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is  with  us  unto  this  day.  Therefore  being  a  prophet,  and  know- 
ing that  God  had  sworn  with  an  oath  to  him,  that  of  the  fruit 
of  his  loins,  according  to  the  flesh,  he  would  raise  up  Christ  to 
sit  on  his  throne;  he  seeing  this  before  spoke  of  the  resurrection 
of  Christ,  that  his  soul  was  not  left  in  hell,  neither  his  flesh  did 
see  corruption.  This  Jesus  hath  God  raised  up,  whereof  we  all 
are  witnesses.  Therefore  being  by  the  right  hand  of  God  ex- 
alted, and  having  received  of  the  Father  the  promise  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  he  hath  shed  forth  this,  which  ye  now  see  and  hear.  For 
David  is  not  ascended  into  the  heavens:  but  he  saith  himself, 


"The  Lori  saii  unto  my  Lori, 
"Sit  thou  on  -my  right  hand, 
Until  I  make  thy  foes  thyfootstoo 


>!."' 

"Therefore  let  all  the  house  of  Israel  know  assuredly  that  God 
hath  made  that  same  Jesus,  whom  ye  have  crucified,  both  Lord 
and  Christ/* 

Now  when  they  heard  this,  they  were  pricked  in  their  heart, 
and  said  unto  Peter  and  to  the  rest  of  the  apostles,  "Men  and 
brethren,  what  shall  we  do?"  Then  Peter  said  unto  them,  "Re- 
pent, and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  For  the  promise  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  chil- 
dren, and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our 
God  shall  call."  And  with  many  other  words  did  he  testify  and 
exhort,  saying,  "S  ave  yourselves  from  this  untoward  generation. " 

Then  they  that  gladly  received  his  word  were  baptized:  and 
the  same  day  there  were  added  unto  them  about  three  thousand 
souls.  And  they  continued  steadfastly  in  the  apostles'  doctrine 
and  fellowship,  and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers.  And 
fear  came  upon  every  soul:  and  many  wonders  and  signs  were 
done  by  the  apostles.  And  all  that  believed  were  together,  and 
had  all  things  common;  and  sold  their  possessions  and  goods, 
and  parted  them  to  all  men,  as  every  man  had  need.  And  they, 
continuing  daily  with  one  accord  in  the  temple,  and  breaking 
bread  from  house  to  house,  did  eat  their  meat  with  gladness  and 
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singleness  of  heart,  praising  God,  and  having  favour  with  all 
the  people.  And  the  Lord  added  to  the  church  daily  such  as 
should  be  saved. 

Tke  Ministry  of  Peter  and  John 

Now  Peter  and  John  went  up  together  into  the  temple  at  the 
hour  of  prayer,  being  the  ninth  hour.  And  a  certain  man  lame 
from  his  mother's  womb  was  carried,  whom  they  laid  daily  at 
the  gate  of  the  temple  which  is  called  Beautiful,  to  ask  alms  of 
them  that  entered  into  the  temple;  who  seeing  Peter  and  John 
about  to  go  into  the  temple  asked  an  alms.  And  Peter,  fastening 
his  eyes  upon  him  with  John,  said,  "Look  on  us." 

And  he  gave  heed  unto  them,  expecting  to  receive  something 
of  them.  Then  Peter  said,  "Silver  and  gold  have  I  none;  but  such 
as  I  have  give  I  thee:  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth 
rise  up  and  walk" 

And  he  took  him  by  the  right  hand,  and  lifted  him  up:  and 
immediately  his  feet  and  ankle  bones  received  strength.  And  he 
leaping  up  stood,  and  walked,  and  entered  with  them  into  the 
temple,  walking,  and  leaping,  and  praising  God. 

And  all  the  people  saw  him  walking  and  praising  God:  and 
they  knew  that  it  was  he  which  sat  for  alms  at  the  Beautiful 
Gate  of  the  temple:  and  they  were  filled  with  wonder  and 
amazement  at  that  which  had  happened  unto  him. 

And  as  the  lame  man  which  was  healed  held  Peter  and  John, 
all  the  people  ran  together  unto  them  in  the  porch  that  is  called 
Solomon's,  greatly  wondering. 

And  as  they  spoke  unto  the  people,  the  priests,  and  the  cap- 
tain of  the  temple,  and  the  Sadducees,  came  upon  them,  being 
grieved  that  they  taught  the  people,  and  preached  through  Je- 
sus the  resurrection  from  the  dead.  And  they  laid  hands  on  them, 
and  put  them  in  hold  unto  the  next  day:  for  it  was  now  eventide. 
Howbeit  many  of  them  which  heard  the  word  believed;  and  the 
number  of  the  men  was  about  five  thousand. 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that  their  rulers,  and  eld- 
ers, and  scribes,  and  Annas  the  high  priest,  and  Caiaphas,  and 
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John,  and  Alexander,  and  as  many  as  were  of  the  kindred  of  the 
high  priest,  were  gathered  together  at  Jerusalem.  And  when 
they  had  set  them  in  the  midst,  they  asked,  "By  what  power,  or 
by  what  name,  have  ye  done  this?" 

Then  Peter,  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  said  unto  them,  "Ye 
rulers  of  the  people,  and  elders  of  Israel,  if  we  this  day  be  ex- 
amined of  the  good  deed  done  to  the  impotent  man,  by  what 
means  he  is  made  whole;  be  it  known  unto  you  all,  and  to  all  the 
people  of  Israel,  that  by  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth, 
whom  ye  crucified,  whom  God  raised  from  the  dead,  even  by 
him  doth  this  man  stand  here  before  you  whole.  This  is  the 
stone  which  was  set  at  nought  of  you  builders,  which  is  become 
the  head  of  the  corner.  Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other: 
for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved." 

Now  when  they  saw  the  boldness  of  Peter  and  John,  and  per- 
ceived that  they  were  unlearned  and  ignorant  men,  they  mar- 
velled; and  they  took  knowledge  of  them,  that  they  had  been 
with  Jesus.  And  beholding  the  man  which  was  healed  standing 
with  them,  they  could  say  nothing  against  it. 

But  when  they  had  commanded  them  to  go  aside  out  of  the 
council,  they  conferred  among  themselves,  saying,  "What  shall 
we  do  to  these  men?  for  that  indeed  a  notable  miracle  hath  been 
done  by  them  is  manifest  to  all  them  that  dwell  in  Jerusalem;, 
and  we  cannot  deny  it.  But  that  it  spread  no  further  among  the 
people,  let  us  straitly  threaten  them,  that  they  speak  henceforth 
to  no  man  in  this  name." 

And  they  called  them,  and  commanded  them  not  to  speak  at 
all  nor  teach  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

But  Peter  and  John  answered  and  said  unto  them,  "Whether 
it  be  right  in  the  sight  of  God  to  hearken  unto  you  more  than 
unto  God,  judge  ye.  For  we  cannot  but  speak  the  things  which 
we  have  seen  and  heard/7  So  when  they  had  further  threatened 
them,  they  let  them  go,  finding  nothing  how  they  might  punish 
them,  because  of  the  people:  for  all  men  glorified  God  for  that 
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which  was  done.  For  the  man  was  above  forty  years  old,  on 
whom  this  miracle  of  healing  was  showed. 

And  being  let  go,  they  went  to  their  own  company,  and  re- 
ported all  that  the  chief  priests  and  elders  had  said  unto  them. 
And  when  they  heard  that,  they  lifted  up  their  voice  to  God 
with  one  accord,  and  said,  "Lord,  thou  art  God,  which  hast 
made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is:  who 
by  the  mouth  of  thy  servant  David  hast  said, 

"'  Why  Hi  the  heathen  rage, 
An i  the  people  imagine  vain  things? 
The  kings  of  the  earth  stood  up,  and,  the  rulers  were 

gathered  together 
Against  the  Lori,  and  against  his  Christ. ' 

"For  a  truth  against  thy  holy  child  Jesus,  whom  thou  hast 
anointed,  both  Herod,  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles, 
and  the  people  of  Israel,  were  gathered  together,  for  to  do  what- 
soever thy  haild  and  thy  counsel  determined  before  to  be  done. 
And  now,  Lord,  behold  their  threatenings:  and  grant  unto  thy 
servants,  that  with  all  boldness  they  may  speak  thy  word,  by 
stretching  forth  thine  hand  to  heal;  and  that  signs  and  wonders 
may  be  done  by  the  name  of  thy  holy  child  Jesus." 

And  when  they  had  prayed,  the  place  was  shaken  where  they 
were  assembled  together;  and  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  they  spoke  the  word  of  God  with  boldness. 

And  the  multitude  of  them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart 
and  of  one  soul:  neither  said  any  of  them  that  ought  of  the  things 
which  he  possessed  was  his  own;  but  they  had  all  things  com- 
mon. And  with  great  power  gave  the  apostles  witness  of  the 
resurrection  of  the  Lord  Jesus:  and  great  grace  was  upon  them 
all.  Neither  was  there  any  among  them  that  lacked:  for  as  many 
as  were  possessors  of  lands  or  houses  sold  them,  and  brought 
the  prices  of  the  things  that  were  sold,  and  laid  them  down  at 
the  apostles'  feet:  and  distribution  was  made  unto  every  man 
according  as  he  had  need.  And  Joses,  who  by  the  apostles  was 
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surnamed  Barnabas  (which  is,  being  interpreted,  "the  son  of  con- 
solation"), a  Levite,  and  of  the  country  of  Cyprus,  Laving  land, 
sold  it,  and  brought  the  money,  and  laid  it  at  the  apostles'  feet. 

But  a  certain  man  named  Ananias,  with  Sapphira  his  wife, 
sold  a  possession,  and  kept  back  part  of  the  price,  his  wife  also 
being  privy  to  it,  and  brought  a  certain  part,  and  laid  it  at  the 
apostles'  feet. 

But  Peter  said,  "Ananias,  why  hath  Satan  filled  thine  heart  to 
lie  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  keep  back  part  of  the  price  of  the 
land?  While  it  remained,  was  it  not  thine  own?  and  after  it  was 
sold,  was  it  not  in  thine  own  power?  why  hast  thou  conceived 
this  thing  in  thine  heart?  thou  hast  not  lied  unto  men,  but  unto 
God." 

And  Ananias  hearing  these  words  fell  down,  and  gave  up  the 
ghost:  and  great  fear  came  on  all  them  that  heard  these  things. 
And  the  young  men  arose,  wound  him  up,  and  carried  him  out, 
and  buried  him. 

And  it  was  about  the  space  of  three  hours  after,  when  his  wife, 
not  knowing  what  was  done,  came  in.  And  Peter  answered  unto 
her,  'Tell  me  whether  ye  sold  the  land  for  so  much?" 

And  she  said,  "Yea,  for  so  much." 

Then  Peter  said  unto  her,  "How  is  it  that  ye  have  agreed  to- 
gether to  tempt  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord?  behold,  the  feet  of  them 
which  have  buried  thy  husband  are  at  the  door,  and  shall  carry 
thee  out." 

Then  fell  she  down  straightway  at  his  feet,  and  yielded  up 
the  ghost:  and  the  young  men  came  in,  and  found  her  dead,  and, 
carrying  her  forth,  buried  her  by  her  husband.  And  great  fear 
came  upon  all  the  church,  and  upon  as  many  as  heard  these  things. 

And  by  the  hands  of  the  apostles  were  many  signs  and  won- 
ders wrought  among  the  people  (and  they  were  all  with  one 
accord  in  Solomon's  porch.  And  of  the  rest  durst  no  man  join 
himself  to  them:  but  the  people  magnified  them.  And  believers 
were  the  more  added  to  the  Lord,  multitudes  both  of  men  and 
women);  insomuch  that  they  brought  forth  the  sick  into  the 
streets,  and  laid  them  on  beds  and  couches,  that  at  the  least  the 
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shadow  of  Peter  passing  by  might  overshadow  some  of  them. 
There  came  also  a  multitude  out  of  the  cities  round  about  unto 
Jerusalem,  bringing  sick  folks,  and  them  which  were  vexed  with 
unclean  spirits:  and  they  were  healed  every  one. 

Then  the  high  priest  rose  up,  and  all  they  that  were  with 
him  (which  is  the  sect  of  the  Sadducees),  and  were  filled  with 
indignation,  and  laid  their  hands  on  the  apostles,  and  put  them 
in  the  common  prison. 

But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  by  night  opened  the  prison  doors, 
and  brought  them  forth,  and  said,  "Go,  stand  and  speak  in  the 
temple  to  the  people  all  the  words  of  this  life." 

And  when  they  heard  that,  they  entered  into  the  temple  early 
in  the  morning,  and  taught.  But  the  high  priest  came,  and  they 
that  were  with  him,  and  called  the  council  together,  and  all  the 
senate  of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  sent  to  the  prison  to  have 
them  brought. 

But  when  the  officers  came,  and  found  them  not  in  the  prison, 
they  returned,  and  told,  saying,  "The  prison  truly  found  we 
shut  with  all  safety,  and  the  keepers  standing  without  before 
the  doors:  but  when  we  had  opened,  we  found  no  man  within/' 

Now  when  the  high  priest  and  the  captain  of  the  temple  and 
the  chief  priests  heard  these  things,  they  doubted  of  them  where- 
unto  this  would  grow. 

Then  came  one  and  told  them,  saying,  "Behold,  the  men  whom 
ye  put  in  prison  are  standing  in  the  temple,  and  teaching  the 
people." 

Then  went  the  captain  with  the  officers,  and  brought  them 
without  violence:  for  they  feared  the  people,  lest  they  should 
have  been  stoned.  And  when  they  had  brought  them,  they  set 
them  before  the  council:  and  the  high  priest  asked  them,  saying, 
"Did  not  we  straitly  command  you  that  ye  should  not  teach  in 
this  name?  and,  behold,  ye  have  filled  Jerusalem  with  your  doc- 
trine, and  intend  to  bring  this  man's  blood  upon  us." 

Then  Peter  and  the  other  apostles  answered  and  said,  "We 
ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men.  The  God  of  our  fathers 
raised  up  Jesus,  whom  ye  slew  and  hanged  on  a  tree.  Him  hath 
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God  exalted  with  his  right  hand  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour, 
for  to  give  repentance  to  Israel,  and  forgiveness  of  sins.  And  we 
are  his  witnesses  of  these  things;  and  so  is  also  the  Holy  Ghost, 
whom  God  hath  given  to  them  that  obey  him/' 

When  they  heard  that,  they  were  cut  to  the  heart,  and  took 
counsel  to  slay  them.  Then  stood  there  up  one  in  the  council,  a 
Pharisee,  named  Gamaliel,  a  doctor  of  the  law,  had  in  reputa- 
tion among  all  the  people,  and  commanded  to  put  the  apostles 
forth  a  little  space  and  said  unto  them,  "Ye  men  of  Israel,  take 
heed  to  yourselves  what  ye  intend  to  do  as  touching  these  men. 
For  before  these  days  rose  up  Theudas,  boasting  himself  to  be 
somebody;  to  whom  a  number  of  men,  about  four  hundred,  joined 
themselves:  who  was  slain;  and  all,  as  many  as  obeyed  him,  were 
scattered,  and  brought  to  nought.  After  this  man  rose  up  Judas 
of  Galilee  in  the  days  of  the  taxing,  and  drew  away  much  peo- 
ple after  him;  he  also  perished;  and  all,  even  as  many  as  obeyed 
him,  were  dispersed.  And  now  I  say  unto  you,  'Refrain  from 
these  men,  and  let  them  alone':  for  if  this  counsel  or  this  work  be 
of  men,  it  will  come  to  nought:  but  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot 
overthrow  it;  lest  haply  ye  be  found  even  to  fight  against  God." 

And  to  him  they  agreed:  and  when  they  had  called  the  apos- 
tles, and  beaten  them,  they  commanded  that  they  should  not 
speak  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  and  let  them  go. 

And  they  departed  from  the  presence  of  the  council,  rejoicing 
that  they  were  counted  worthy  to  suffer  shame  for  his  name. 
And  daily  in  the  temple,  and  in  every  house,  they  ceased  not  to 
teach  and  preach  Jesus  Christ. 

Tlie  Martyrdom  of  Stephen 

And  in  those  days,  when  the  number  of  the  disciples  was 
multiplied,  there  arose  a  murmuring  of  the  Grecians  against  the 
Hebrews,  because  their  widows  we?:e  neglected  in  the  daily 
ministration.  Then  the  twelve  called  the  multitude  of  the  dis- 
ciples unto  them,  and  said, 

'It  is  not  reason  that  we  should  leave  the  word  of  God,  and 
serve  tables.  Wherefore,  brethren,  look  ye  out  among  you  seven 
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men  of  honest  report,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  wisdom,  whom 
we  may  appoint  over  this  business.  But  we  will  give  ourselves 
continually  to  prayer,  and  to  the  ministry  of  the  word." 

And  the  saying  pleased  the  whole  multitude:  and  they  chose 
Stephen,  a  man  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  Philip, 
and  Prochorus,  and  Nicanor,  and  Timon,  and  Parmenas,  and 
Nicolas  a  proselyte  of  Antioch:  whom  they  set  tefore  the  apos- 
tles: and  when  they  had  prayed,  they  laid  their  hands  on  them. 
And  the  word  of  God  increased;  and  the  number  of  the  disciples 
multiplied  in  Jerusalem  greatly;  and  a  great  company  of  the 
priests  were  obedient  to  the  faith.  And  Stephen,  full  of  faith 
and  power,  did  great  wonders  and  miracles  among  the  people. 

Then  there  arose  certain  of  the  synagogue,  which  is  called 
the  synagogue  of  the  Libertines,  and  Cyrenians,  and  Alexan- 
drians, and  of  them  of  Cilicia  and  of  Asia,  disputing  with  Ste- 
phen. And  they  were  not  able  to  resist  the  wisdom  and  the 
spirit  by  which  he  spoke.  Then  they  suborned  men,  which  said, 
"We  have  heard  him  speak  blasphemous  words  against  Moses, 
and  against  God/' 

And  they  stirred  up  the  people,  and  the  elders,  and  the  scribes, 
and  came  upon  him,  and  caught  him,  and  brought  him  to  the 
council,  and  set  up  false  witnesses,  which  said,  "This  man  ceas- 
eth  not  to  speak  blasphemous  words  against  this  holy  place, 
and  the  law:  for  we  have  heard  him  say  that  this  Jesus  of  Naz- 
areth shall  destroy  this  place,  and  shall  change  the  customs  which 
Moses  delivered  us." 

And  all  that  sat  in  the  council,  looking  steadfastly  on  him, 
saw  his  face  as  it  had  been  the  face  of  an  angel 

Then  said  the  high  priest,  "Are  these  things  so?" 

And  he  said,  "Men,  brethren,  and  fathers,  hearken: 

"Our  fathers  had  the  tabernacle  of  witness  in  the  wilderness, 
as  he  had  appointed,  speaking  unto  Moses,  that  he  should  make 
it  according  to  the  fashion  that  he  had  seen.  Which  also  our 
fathers  that  came  after  brought  in  with  Jesus  into  the  possession 
of  the  Gentiles,  whom  God  drove  out  before  the  face  of  our 
fathers,  unto  the  days  of  David;  who  found  favour  before  God, 
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and  desired  to  find  a  tabernacle  for  the  God  of  Jacob.  But  Sol- 
omon built  him  a  house.  Howbeit  the  most  High  dwelleth  not 
in  temples  made  with  hands;  as  saith  the  prophet, 

"'"Heaven  is  my  throne,  and  earth  is  my  footstool: 
What  house  will  ye  luild  me?"  saith  the  Lord: 
"Or  what  is  the  -place  of  my  rest? 
Hath  not  my  hand  made  all  these  things?"' 

"Ye  stifinecked  and  uncircumcised  in  heart  and  ears,  ye  do 
always  resist  the  Holy  Ghost:  as  your  fathers  did,  so  do  ye. 
Which  of  the  prophets  have  not  your  fathers  persecuted?  and 
they  have  slain  them  which  showed  before  of  the  coming  of  the 
Just  One;  of  whom  ye  have  been  now  the  betrayers  and  murder- 
ers: who  have  received  the  law  by  the  disposition  of  angels,  and 
have  not  kept  it." 

When  they  heard  these  things,  they  were  cut  to  the  heart,  and 
they  gnashed  on  him  with  their  teeth. 

But  he,  being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  looked  up  steadfastly 
into  heaven,  and  saw  the  glory  of  God,  and  Jesus  standing  on 
'  the  right  hand  of  God,  andsaid,  "Behold,  I  see  the  heavens  opened, 
and  the  Son  of  Man  standing  on  the  right  hand  of  God." 

Then  they  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  and  stopped  their 
ears,  and  ran  upon  him  with  one  accord,  and  cast  him  out  of  the 
city,  and  stoned  him:  and  the  witnesses  laid  down  their  clothes 
at  a  young  man's  feet,  whose  name  was  Saul. 

And  they  stoned  Stephen,  calling  upon  God,  and  saying, 
"Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit/'  And  he  kneeled  down,  and  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  "Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their  charge/'  And 
when  he  had  said  this,  he  fell  asleep.  And  Saul  was  consenting 
unto  his  death. 

And  at  that  time  there  was  a  great  persecution  against  the 
church  which  was  at  Jerusalem;  and  they  were  all  scattered 
abroad  throughout  the  regions  of  Judaea  and  Samaria,  except 
the  apostles.  And  devout  men  carried  Stephen  to  his  burial,  and 
made  great  lamentation  over  him.  As  for  Saul,  he  made  havoc 
of  the  church,  entering  into  every  house,  and  Baling  men  and 
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women  committed  them  to  prison.  Therefore  they  that  were 
scattered  abroad  went  everywhere  preaching  the  word. 

Tke  Ministry  ofPhilij) 

Then  Philip  went  down  to  the  city  of  Samaria,  and  preached 
Christ  unto  them.  And  the  people  with  one  accord  gave  heed 
unto  those  things  which  Philip  spoke,  hearing  and  seeing  the 
miracles  which  he  did.  For  unclean  spirits,  crying  with  loud 
voice,  came  out  of  many  that  were  possessed  with  them:  and 
many  taken  with  palsies,  and  that  were  lame,  were  healed.  And 
there  was  great  joy  in  that  city. 

But  there  was  a  certain  man,  called  Simon,  which  beforetime 
in  the  same  city  used  sorcery,  and  bewitched  the  people  of  Sa-* 
maria,  giving  out  that  himself  was  some  great  one:  to  whom  they 
all  gave  heed,  from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  saying,  "This  man 
is  the  great  power  of  God."  And  to  him  they  had  regard,  be- 
cause that  of  long  time  he  had  bewitched  them  with  sorceries. 
But  when  they  believed  Philip  preaching  the  things  concerning 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  were 
baptized,  both  men  and  women.  Then  Simon  himself  believed 
also:  and  when  he  was  baptized,  he  continued  with  Philip,  and 
wondered,  beholding  the  miracles  and  signs  which  were  done. 

Now  when  the  apostles  which  were  at  Jerusalem  heard  that 
Samaria  had  received  the  word  of  God,  they  sent  unto  them 
Peter  and  John,  who,  when  they  were  come  down,  prayed  for 
them,  that  they  might  receive  the  Holy  Ghost  (for  as  yet  he  was 
fallen  upon  none  of  them:  only  they  were  baptized  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus) ,  Then  laid  they  their  hands  on  them,  and  they 
received  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  when  Simon  saw  that  through 
laying  on  of  the  apostles'  hands  the  Holy  Ghost  was  given,  he 
offered  them  money,  saying,  "Give  me  also  this  power,  that  on 
whomsoever  I  lay  hands,  he  may  receive  the  Holy  Ghost/' 

But  Peter  said  unto  him,  'Thy  money  perish  with  thee,  be- 
cause thou  hast  thought  that  the  gift  of  God  may  be  purchased 
with  money.  Thou  hast  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter:  for 
thy  heart  is  not  right  in  the  sight  ,of  God.  Repent  therefore  of 
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this  thy  wickedness,  and  pray  God,  if  perhaps  the  thought  of 
thine  heart  may  be  forgiven  thee.  For  I  perceive  that  thou  art 
in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity." 

Then  answered  Simon,  and  said,  "Pray  ye  to  the  Lord  for  me, 
that  none  of  these  things  which  ye  have  spoken  come  upon  me." 

And  they,  when  they  had  testified  and  preached  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  preached  the  gospel  in 
many  villages  of  the  Samaritans. 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  spoke  unto  Philip,  saying,  "Arise, 
and  go  toward  the  south  unto  the  way  that  goeth  down  from 
Jerusalem  unto  Gaza,  which  is  desert." 

And  he  arose  and  went:  and,  behold,  a  man  of  Ethiopia,  a 
eunuch  of  great  authority  under  Candace  queen  of  the  Ethiopi- 
ans, who  had  the  charge  of  all  her  treasure,  and  had  come  to 
Jerusalem  for  to  worship,  was  returning,  and  sitting  in  his  char- 
iot read  Esaias  the  prophet. 

Then  the  Spirit  said  unto  Philip,  "Go  near,  and  join  thyself 
to  this  chariot." 

And  Philip  ran  thither  to  him,  and  heard  him  read  the  prophet 
Esaias,  and  said,  TJnderstandest  thou  what  thou  readest?" 

And  he  said,  "How  can  I,  except  some  man  should  guide  me?" 
And  he  desired  Philip  that  he  would  come  up  and  sit  with  him. 

The  place  of  the  scripture  which  he  read  was  this, 

"He  was  led  as  a  sheep  to  the  slaughter ; 
And  like  a  lamb  dumb  before  his  shearer, 
So  opened  he  not  his  mouth: 
In  his  humiliation  his  judgment  was  taken  away: 
And  who  shall  declare  his  generation? 
For  his  life  is  taken  from  the  earth" 

And  the  eunuch  answered  Philip,  and  said,  "I  pray  thee,  of 
whom  speaketh  the  prophet  this?  of  himself,  or  of  some  other 
man?" 

Then  Philip  opened  his  mouth,  and  began  at  the  same  scrip- 
ture, and  preached  unto  him  Jesus.  And  as  they  went  on  their 
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way,  they  came  unto  a  certain  water:  and  the  exinuck  said,  "See, 
here  is  water;  what  doth  hinder  me  to  be  baptized?" 

And  Philip  said,  "If  thou  believest  with  all  thine  heart,  thou 
mayest."  And  he  answered  and  said,  "I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  Son  of  God." 

And  he  commanded  the  chariot  to  stand  still:  and  they  went 
down  both  into  the  water,  both  Philip  and  the  eunuch;  and  he 
baptized  him.  And  when  they  were  come  up  out  of  the  water, 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  caught  away  Philip,  that  the  eunuch  saw 
him  no  more:  and  he  went  on  his  way  rejoicing.  But  Philip  was 
found  at  Azotus:  and  passing  through  he  preached  in  all  the 
cities,  till  he  came  to  Cassarea. 

Tke  Conversion  of  Saul 

AndSaul,  yet  breathing  out  threatenings  and  slaughter  against 
the  disciples  of  the  Lord,  went  unto  the  high  priest,  and  de- 
sired  of  him  letters  to  Damascus  to  the  synagogues,  that  if  he 
found  any  of  this  way,  whether  they  were  men  or  women,  he 
might  bring  them  bound  unto  Jerusalem. 

And  as  he  journeyed,  he  came  near  Damascus:  and  suddenly 
there  shone  round  about  him  a  light  from  heaven,  and  he  fell 
to  the  earth,  and  heard  a  voice  saying  unto  him, 

"Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me?" 

And  he  said,  "Who  art  thou,  Lord?" 

And  the  Lord  said, 

"I  am  Jesus  whom  thou  persecutest:  it  is  hard  for  thee  to  kick 
against  the  pricks." 

And  he  trembling  and  astonished  said, 

"Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?" 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Arise,  and  go  into  the  city,  and 
it  shall  be  told  thee  what  thou  must  do/' 

And  the  men  which  journeyed  with  him  stood  speechless, 
hearing  a  voice,  but  seeing  no  man.  And  Saul  arose  from  the 
earth;  and  when  his  eyes  were  opened,  he  saw  no  man:  but  they 
led  him  by  the  hand,  and  brought  him  into  Damascus.  And  he 
was  three  days  without  sight,  and  neither  did  eat  nor  drink. 
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And  there  was  a  certain  disciple  at  Damascus,  named  Ana- 
nias; and  to  him  said  the  Lord  in  a  vision,  "Ananias I"  And  he 
said,  "Behold,  I  am  here,  Lord." 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Arise,  and  go  into  the  street 
which  is  called  Straight,  and  enquire  in  the  house  of  Judas  for 
one  called  Saul,  of  Tarsus:  for,  behold,  he  prayeth,  and  hath 
seen  in  a  vision  a  man  named  Ananias  coming  in,  and  putting  his 
hand  on  him,  that  he  might  receive  his  sight/' 

Then  Ananias  answered,  "Lord,  I  have  heard  by  many  of  this 
man,  how  much  evil  he  hath  done  to  thy  saints  at  Jerusalem:  and 
here  he  hath  authority  from  the  chief  priests  to  bind  all  that 
call  on  thy  name." 

But  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Go  thy  way:  for  he  is  a  chosen 
vessel  unto  me,  to  bear  my  name  before  the  Gentiles,  and  kings, 
and  the  children  of  Israel:  for  I  will  show  him  how  great  things 
he  must  suffer  for  my  name's  sake/' 

And  Ananias  went  his  way,  and  entered  into  the  house;  and 
putting  his  hands  on  him  said,  "Brother  Saul,  the  Lord,  even 
Jesus,  that  appeared  unto  thee  in  the  way  as  thou  earnest,  hath 
sent  me,  that  thou  mightest  receive  thy  sight,  and  be  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghost/' 

And  immediately  there  fell  from  his  eyes  as  it  had  been  scales: 
and  he  received  sight  forthwith,  and  arose,  and  was  baptized. 
And  when  he  had  received  meat,  he  was  strengthened. 

Then  was  Saul  certain  days  with  the  disciples  which  were  at 
Damascus.  And  straightway  he  preached  Christ  in  the  syna- 
gogues, that  he  is  the  Son  of  God.  But  all  that  heard  him  were 
amazed,  and  said:  "Is  not  this  he  that  destroyed  them  which 
called  on  this  name  in  Jerusalem,  and  came  hither  for  that  in- 
tent, that  he  might  bring  them  bound  unto  the  chief  priests?" 
But  Saul  increased  the  more  in  strength,  and  confounded  the 
Jews  which  dwelt  at  Damascus,  proving  that  this  is  very  Christ. 
And  after  that  many  days  were  fulfilled,  the  Jews  took  counsel 
to  kill  him:  but  their  laying  await  was  known  of  Saul  And  they 
watched  the  gates  day  and  night  to  kill  him.  Then  the  disciples 
took  him  by  night,  and  let  him  down  by  the  wall  in  a  basket. 
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And  when  Saul  was  come  to  Jerusalem,  lie  essayed  to  join 
himself  to  the  disciples:  but  they  were  all  afraid  of  him,  and  be- 
lieved not  that  he  was  a  disciple.  But  Barnabas  took  him,  and 
brought  him  to  the  apostles,  and  declared  unto  them  how  he 
had  seen  the  Lord  in  the  way,  and  that  he  had  spoken  to  him, 
and  how  he  had  preached  boldly  at  Damascus  in  the  name  of 
Jesus.  And  he  was  with  them  coming  in  and  going  out  at  Jeru- 
salem. And  he  spoke  boldly  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
disputed  against  the  Grecians:  but  they  went  about  to  slay  him. 
Which  when  the  brethren  knew,  they  brought  him  down  to 
Ca^sarea,  and  sent  him  forth  to  Tarsus. 

Tke  Spread  of  the  Gospel 

Then  had  the  churches  rest  throughout  all  Judaea  and  Galilee 
and  Samaria,  and  were  edified;  and  walking  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  were  multiplied. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  as  Peter  passed  throughout  all  quarters,  he 
came  down  also  to  the  saints  which  dwelt  at  Lydda.  And  there 
he  found  a  certain  man  named  ^Eneas,  which  had  kept  his  bed 
eight  years,  and  was  sick  of  the  palsy.  And  Peter  said  unto  him, 
"yEneas,  Jesus  Christ  maketh  thee  whole:  arise,  and  make  thy 
bed."  And  he  arose  immediately.  And  all  that  dwelt  at  Lydda 
and  Saron  saw  him,  and  turned  to  the  Lord. 

Now  there  was  at  Joppa  a  certain  disciple  named  Tabitha, 
which  by  interpretation  is  called  Dorcas:  this  woman  was  full 
of  good  works  and  almsdeeds  which  she  did.  And  it  came  to 
pass  in  those  days,  that  she  was  sick,  and  died:  whom  when 
they  had  washed,  they  laid  her  in  an  upper  chamber.  And  foras- 
much as  Lydda  was  nigh  to  Joppa,  and  the  disciples  had  heard 
that  Peter  was  there,  they  sent  unto  him  two  men,  desiring  him 
that  he  would  not  delay  to  come  to  them.  Then  Peter  arose  and 
went  with  them.  When  he  was  come,  they  brought  him  into  the 
upper  chamber:  and  all  the  widows  stood  by  him  weeping,  and 
showing  the  coats  and  garments  which  Dorcas  made,  while  she 
was  with  them.  But  Peter  put  them  all  forth,  and  kneeled  down, 
and  prayed;  and  turning  him  to  the  body  said, 
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"Tabitka,  arise !" 

And  ske  opened  ker  eyes:  and  when  ske  saw  Peter,  ske  sat  up. 
And  ke  gave  ker  kis  kand,  and  lifted  ker  up,  and  wken  ke  kad 
called  tke  saints  and  widows,  presented  ker  alive.  And  it  was 
known  tkrougkout  all  Joppa;  and  many  believed  in  tke  Lord. 
And  it  came  to  pass  tkat  ke  tarried  many  days  in  Joppa  witk 
one  Simon  a  tanner. 

Tkere  was  a  certain  man  in  Ca^sarea  called  Cornelius,  a  cen- 
turion of  tke  band  called  tke  Italian  band,  a  devout  man,  and 
one  tkat  feared  God  witk  all  kis  kouse,  wkick  gave  muck  alms 
to  tke  people,  and  prayed  to  God  always.  He  saw  in  a  vision, 
evidently  about  tke  nintk  kour  of  tke  day,  an  angel  of  God  com- 
ing in  to  kirn,  and  saying  unto  kirn,  "Cornelius ! " 

And  wken  ke  looked  on  him,  ke  was  afraid,  and  said,  "Wkat 
is  it,  Lord?" 

And  ke  said  unto  kim,  "Tky  prayers  and  tkine  alms  are  come 
up  for  a  memorial  before  God.  And  now  send  men  to  Joppa, 
and  call  for  one  Simon,  wkose  surname  is  Peter.  He  lodgetk 
witk  one  Simon  a  tanner,  wkose  kouse  is  by  tke  sea  side:  ke 
shall  tell  tkee  wkat  tkou  ougktest  to  do." 

And  wken  tke  angel  wkick  spoke  unto  Cornelius  was  de- 
parted, ke  called  two  of  kis  kousekold  servants,  and  a  devout 
soldier  of  tkem  tkat  waited  on  kim  continually;  and  wken  ke 
kad  declared  all  tkese  tkings  unto  tkem,  ke  sent  tkem  to  Joppa. 

On  tke  morrow,  as  tkey  went  on  tkeir  journey,  and  drew 
nigk  unto  tke  city,  Peter  went  up  upon  tke  kousetop  to  pray 
about  tke  sixtk  kour:  and  ke  became  very  kungry,  and  would 
have  eaten:  but  wkile  tkey  made  ready,  ke  fell  into  a  trance,  and 
saw  keaven  opened,  and  a  certain  vessel  descending  unto  kim,  as 
it  kad  been  a  great  skeet  knit  at  tke  four  corners,  and  let  down 
to  tke  eartk:  wkerein  were  all  manner  of  fourfooted  beasts  of 
tke  eartk,  and  wild  beasts,  and  creeping  tkings,  and  fowls  of 
tke  air.  And  tkere  came  a  voice  to  kim, 

"Rise,  Peter;  kill,  and  eat/' 

But  Peter  said,  "Not  so,  Lord;  for  I  kave  never  eaten  any  tking 
tkat  is  common  or  unclean. " 
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And  the  voice  spoke  unto  him  again  the  second  time, 

"What  God  hath  cleansed,  that  call  not  thou  common." 

This  was  done  thrice:  and  the  vessel  was  received  up  again 
into  heaven. 

Now  while  Peter  doubted  in  himself  what  this  vision  which 
he  had  seen  should  mean,  behold,  the  men  which  were  sent  from 
Cornelius  had  made  enquiry  for  Simon's  house,  and  stood  be- 
fore the  gate,  and  called,  and  asked  whether  Simon,  which  was 
surnamed  Peter,  were  lodged  there.  Then  called  he  them  in, 
and  lodged  them.  And  on  the  morrow  Peter  went  away  with 
them,  and  certain  brethren  from  Joppa  accompanied  him.  And 
the  morrow  after  they  entered  into  Ca^sarea.  And  Cornelius 
waited  for  them,  and  had  called  together  his  kinsmen  and  near 
friends.  And  as  Peter  was  coming  in,  Cornelius  met  him,  and 
fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  worshipped  him.  But  Peter  took  him 
up,  saying,  "Stand  up;  I  myself  also  am  a  man." 

And  as  he  talked  with  him,  he  went  in,  and  found  many  that 
were  come  together.  And  he  said  unto  them,  "Ye  know  how 
that  it  is  an  unlawful  thing  for  a  man  that  is  a  Jew  to  keep  com- 
pany, or  come  unto  one  of  another  nation;  but  God  hath  showed 
me  that  I  should  not  call  any  man  common  or  unclean.  Therefore 
came  I  unto  you  without  gainsaying,  as  soon  as  I  was  sent  for: 
I  ask  therefore  for  what  intent  ye  have  sent  for  me?" 

And  Cornelius  said,  "Four  days  ago  I  was  fasting  until  this 
hour;  and  at  the  ninth  hour  I  prayed  in  my  house,  and,  behold, 
a  man  stood  before  me  in  bright  clothing,  and  said,  'Cornelius, 
thy  prayer  is  heard,  and  thine  alms  are  had  in  remembrance  in 
the  sight  of  God.  Send  therefore  to  Joppa,  and  call  hither 
Simon,  whose  surname  is  Peter;  he  is  lodged  in  the  house  of  one 
Simon  a  tanner  by  the  sea  side:  who,  when  he  cometh,  shall 
speak  unto  thee. '  Immediately  therefore  I  sent  to  thee;  and  thou 
last  well  done  that  thou  art  come.  Now  therefore  are  we  all 
lere  present  before  God,  to  hear  all  things  that  are  commanded 
;heeof  God." 

Then  Peter  opened  his  mouth,  and  said, 

"Of  a  truth  I  perceive  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons: 
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but  in  every  nation  he  that  feareth  him,  and  worketh  righteous- 
ness, is  accepted  with  him.  The  word  which  God  sent  unto  the 
children  of  Israel,  preaching  peace  by  Jesus  Christ  (he  is  Lord 
of  all) ,  that  word,  I  say,  ye  know,  which  was  published  through- 
out all  Judaea,  and  began  from  Galilee,  after  the  baptism  which 
John  preached:  how  God  anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  with  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  with  power;  who  went  about  doing  good,  and 
healing  all  that  were  oppressed  of  the  devil;  for  God  was  with 
him.  And  we  are  witnesses  of  all  things  which  he  did  both  in  the 
land  of  the  Jews,  and  in  Jerusalem;  whom  they  slew  and  hanged 
on  a  tree.  Him  God  raised  up  the  third  day,  and  showed  him 
openly:  not  to  all  the  people,  but  unto  witnesses  chosen  before 
of  God,  even  to  us,  who  did  eat  and  drink  with  him  after  he 
rose  from  the  dead.  And  he  commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the 
people,  and  to  testify  that  it  is  he  which  was  ordained  of  God 
to  be  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead.  To  him  give  all  the  prophets 
witness,  that  through  his  name  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
shall  receive  remission  of  sins/' 

While  Peter  yet  spoke  these  words,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on 
all  them  which  heard  the  word.  And  they  of  the  circumcision 
which  believed  were  astonished,  as  many  as  came  with  Peter, 
because  that  on  the  Gentiles  also  was  poured  out  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  For  they  heard  them  speak  with  tongues,  and 
magnify  God.  Then  answered  Peter, 

"Can  any  man  forbid  water,  that  these  should  not  be  bap- 
tized, which  have  received  the  Holy  Ghost  as  well  as  we?" 

And  he  commanded  them  to  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  Then  prayed  they  him  to  tarry  certain  days. 

And  the  apostles  and  brethren  that  were  in  Judaea  heard  that 
the  Gentiles  had  also  received  the  word  of  God.  And  when 
Peter  was  come  up  to  Jerusalem,  they  that  were  of  the  circum- 
cision contended  with  him,  saying,  "Thou  wentest  in  to  men 
uncircumcised,  and  didst  eat  with  them." 

But  Peter  rehearsed  the  matter  from  the  beginning,  and  ex- 
pounded it  by  order  unto  them,  saying,  "The  Spirit  bade  me  go 
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with  them,  nothing  doubting.  And  as  I  began  to  speak,  the  Holy 
Ghost  fell  on  them,  as  on  us  at  the  beginning.  Then  remembered 
I  the  word  of  the  Lord,  how  that  he  said,  John  indeed  baptized 
with  water;  but  ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost. ' 
Forasmuch  then  as  God  gave  them  the  like  gift  as  he  did  unto 
us,  who  believed  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  what  was  I,  that  I 
could  withstand  God?" 

When  they  heard  these  things,  they  held  their  peace,  and 
glorified  God,  saying,  "Then  hath  God  also  to  the  Gentiles 
granted  repentance  unto  life." 

Now  they  which  were  scattered  abroad  upon  the  perse- 
cution that  arose  about  Stephen  travelled  as  far  as  Phenice,  and 
Cyprus,  and  Antioch,  preaching  the  word  to  none  but  unto  the 
Jews  only.  And  some  of  them  were  men  of  Cyprus  and  Cyrene, 
which,  when  they  were  come  to  Antioch,  spoke  unto  the  Gre- 
cians,  preaching  the  Lord  Jesus.  And  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
with  them:  and  a  great  number  believed,  and  turned  unto  the 
Lord. 

Then  tidings  of  these  things  came  unto  the  ears  of  the  church 
which  was  in  Jerusalem:  and  they  sent  forth  Barnabas,  that  he 
should  go  as  far  as  Antioch,  who,  when  he  came,  and  had  seen 
the  grace  of  God,  was  glad,  and  exhorted  them  all,  that  with 
purpose  of  heart  they  would  cleave  unto  the  Lord.  For  he  was 
a  good  man,  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith:  and  much 
people  was  added  unto  the  Lord. 

Then  departed  Barnabas  to  Tarsus,  for  to  seek  Saul:  and 
when  he  had  found  him,  he  brought  him  unto  Antioch.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  that  a  whole  year  they  assembled  themselves  with 
the  church,  and  taught  much  people.  And  the  disciples  were 
called  Christians  first  in  Antioch. 

Andinthesedays  cameprophets  from  Jerusalem  unto  Antioch. 
And  there  stood  up  one  of  them  named  Agabus,  and  signified  by 
the  Spirit  that  there  should  be  great  dearth  throughout  all  the 
world:  which  came  to  pass  in  the  days  of  Claudius  Caesar.  Then 
the  disciples,  every  man  according  to  his  ability,  determined  to 
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send  relief  unto  the  brethren  winch  dwelt  in  Judaea:  which  also 
they  did,  and  sent  it  to  the  elders  by  the  hands  of  Barnabas  and 
Saul. 

Now  about  that  time  Herod  the  king  stretched  forth  his 
hands  to  vex  certain  of  the  church.  And  he  killed  James  the 
brother  of  John  with  the  sword.  And  because  he  saw  it  pleased 
the  Jews,  he  proceeded  further  to  take  Peter  also.  (Then  were 
the  days  of  unleavened  bread.)  And  when  he  had  apprehended 
him,  he  put  him  in  prison,  and  delivered  him  to  four  quaternions 
of  soldiers  to  keep  him;  intending  after  Easter  to  bring  him 
forth  to  the  people.  Peter  therefore  was  kept  in  prison:  but 
prayer  was  made  without  ceasing  of  the  church  unto  God  for 
him. 

And  when  Herod  would  have  brought  him  forth,  the  same 
night  Peter  was  sleeping  between  two  soldiers,  bound  with 
two  chains:  and  the  keepers  before  the  door  kept  the  prison. 
And,  behold,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  him,  and  a  light 
shone  in  the  prison:  and  he  smote  Peter  on  the  side,  and  raised 
him  up,  saying,  "Arise  up  quickly."  And  his  chains  fell  off  from 
his  hands. 

And  the  angel  said  unto  him,  "Gird  thyself,  and  bind  on  thy 
sandals."  And  so  he  did.  And  he  saith  unto  him,  "Cast  thy 
garment  about  thee,  and  follow  me/7  And  he  went  out,  and 
followed  him;  and  wist  not  that  it  was  true  which  was  done  by 
the  angel;  but  thought  he  saw  a  vision. 

When  they  were  past  the  first  and  the  second  ward,  they 
came  unto  the  iron  gate  that  leadeth  unto  the  city;  which 
opened  to  them  of  his  own  accord:  and  they  went  out,  and 
passed  on  through  one  street;  and  forthwith  the  angel  departed 
from  him.  And  when  Peter  was  come  to  himself,  he  said,  "Now 
I  know  of  a  surety  that  the  Lord  hath  sent  his  angel,  and  hath 
delivered  me  out  of  the  hand  of  Herod,  and  from  all  the  expec- 
tation of  the  people  of  the  Jews." 

And  when  he  had  considered  the  thing,  he  came  to  the  house 
of  Mary  the  mother  of  John,  whose  surname  was  Mark;  where 
many  were  gathered  together  praying.  And  as  Peter  knocked  at 
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the  door  of  the  gate,  a  damsel  came  to  hearken,  named  Rhoda. 
And  when  she  knew  Peter's  voice,  she  opened  not  the  gate  for 
gladness,  but  ran  in,  and  told  how  Peter  stood  before  the  gate. 
And  they  said  unto  her,  "Thou  art  mad."  But  she  constantly 
affirmed  that  it  was  even  so.  Then  said  they,  "It  is  his  angel." 

But  Peter  continued  knocking:  and  when  they  had  opened 
the  door,  and  saw  him,  they  were  astonished.  But  he,  beckoning 
unto  them  with  the  hand  to  hold  their  peace,  declared  unto 
them  how  the  Lord  had  brought  him  out  of  the  prison.  And  he 
said,  "Go  show  these  things  unto  James,  and  to  the  brethren." 
And  he  departed,  and  went  into  another  place. 

Now  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  there  was  no  small  stir  among 
the  soldiers,  what  was  become  of  Peter.  And  when  Herod  had 
sought  for  him,  and  found  him  not,  he  examined  the  keepers, 
and  commanded  that  they  should  be  put  to  death.  And  he  went 
down  from  Judaea  to  Ca^sarea,  and  there  abode. 

And  Herod  was  highly  displeased  with  them  of  Tyre  and 
Sidon:  but  they  came  with  one  accord  to  him,  and,  having  made 
Blastus  the  king's  chamberlain  their  friend,  desired  peace;  be- 
cause their  country  was  nourished  by  the  king's  country.  And 
upon  a  set  day  Herod,  arrayed  in  royal  apparel,  sat  upon  his 
throne,  and  made  an  oration  unto  them.  And  the  people  gave  a 
shout,  saying,  "It  is  the  voice  of  a  god,  and  not  of  a  man."  And 
immediately  the  angel  of  the  Lord  smote  him,  because  he  gave 
not  God  the  glory:  and  he  was  eaten  of  worms,  and  gave  up  the 
ghost. 

But  the  word  of  God  grew  and  multiplied.  And  Barnabas 
and  Saul  returned  from  Jerusalem,  when  they  had  fulfilled  their 
ministry,  and  took  with  them  John,  whose  surname  was  Mark. 

Pauls  First  Missionary  Journey 

Now  there  were  in  the  church  that  was  at  Antioch  certain 
prophets  and  teachers;  as  Barnabas,  and  Simeon  that  was  called 
Niger,  and  Lucius  of  Gyrene,  and  Manaen,  which,  had  been 
brought  up  with  Herod  the  tetrarch,  and  Saul.  As  they  minis- 
tered to  the  Lord,  and  fasted,  the  Holy  Ghost  said,  "Separate 
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me  Barnabas  and  Saul  for  the  work  whereunto  I  have  called 
them."  And  when  they  had  fasted  and  prayed,  and  laid  their 
hands  on  them,  they  sent  them  away. 

So  they,  being  sent  forth  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  departed  unto 
Seleucia;  and  from  thence  they  sailed  to  Cyprus.  And  when  they 
were  at  Salamis,  they  preached  the  word  of  God  in  the  syna- 
gogues of  the  Jews:  and  they  had  also  John  to  their  minister.  And 
when  they  had  gone  through  the  isle  unto  Paphos,  they  found  a 
certain  sorcerer,  a  false  prophet,  a  Jew,  whose  name  was  Bar- 
jesus:  which  was  with  the  deputy  of  the  country,  Sergius 
Paulus,  a  prudent  man;  who  called  for  Barnabas  and  Saul,  and 
desired  to  hear  the  word  of  God.  But  Elymas  the  sorcerer  (for 
so  is  his  name  by  interpretation)  withstood  them,  seeking  to 
turn  away  the  deputy  from  the  faith. 

Then  Saul  (who  also  is  called  Paul),  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  set  his  eyes  on  him,  and  said,  "O  full  of  all  subtilty  and 
all  mischief,  thou  child  of  the  devil,  thou  enemy  of  all  righteous- 
ness, wilt  thou  not  cease  to  pervert  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord? 
And  now,  behold,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  upon  thee,  and  thou 
shalt  be  blind,  not  seeing  the  sun  for  a  season/'  And  immedi- 
ately there  fell  on  him  a  mist  and  a  darkness;  and  he  went  about 
seeking  some  to  lead  him  by  the  hand.  Then  the  deputy,  when 
he  saw  what  was  done,  believed,  being  astonished  at  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Lord. 

Now  when  Paul  and  his  company  loosed  from  Paphos,  they 
came  to  Perga  in  Pamphylia:  and  John  departing  from  them  re- 
turned to  Jerusalem.  But  when  they  departed  from  Perga,  they 
came  to  Antioch  in  Pisidia,  and  went  into  the  synagogue  on  the 
sabbath  day,  and  sat  down.  And  after  the  reading  of  the  law  and 
the  prophets  the  rulers  of  the  synagogue  sent  unto  them,  saying, 
"Ye  men  and  brethren,  if  ye  have  any  word  of  exhortation  for 
the  people,  say  on." 

Then  Paul  stood  up,  and  beckoning  with  his  hand  said, 

"Men  of  Israel,  and  ye  that  fear  God,  give  audience.  God 
according  to  his  promise  hath  raised  unto  Israel  a  Saviour,  Jesus. 
Men  and  brethren,  children  of  the  stock  of  Abraham,  and  who- 
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soever  among  you  feareth  God,  to  you  is  the  word  of  this  sal- 
vation sent.  For  they  that  dwell  at  Jerusalem,  and  their  rulers, 
because  they  knew  him  not,  nor  yet  the  voices  of  the  prophets 
which  are  read  every  sabbath  day,  they  have  fulfilled  them  in 
condemning  him.  And  though  they  found  no  cause  of  death  in  him, 
yet  desired  they  Pilate  that  he  should  be  slain.  And  when  they 
had  fulfilled  all  that  was  written  of  him,  they  took  him  down 
from  the  tree,  and  laid  him  in  a  sepulchre.  But  God  raised  him 
from  the  dead:  and  he  was  seen  many  days  of  them  which  came 
up  with  him  from  Galilee  to  Jerusalem,  who  are  his  witnesses 
unto  the  people.  And  we  declare  unto  you  glad  tidings,  how 
that  the  promise  which  was  made  unto  the  fathers,  God  hath 
fulfilled  the  same  unto  us  their  children,  in  that  he  hath  raised 
up  Jesus  again;  as  it  is  also  written  in  the  second  psalm,  'Thou 
art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee. '" 

And  when  the  Jews  were  gone  out  of  the  synagogue,  the  Gen- 
tiles besought  that  these  words  might  be  preached  to  them  next 
sabbath.  Now  when  the  congregation  was  broken  up,  many  of 
the  Jews  and  religious  proselytes  followed  Paul  and  Barnabas: 
who,  speaking  to  them,  persuaded  them  to  continue  in  the  grace 
of  God.  And  the  next  sabbath  day  came  almost  the  whole  city 
together  to  hear  the  word  of  God. 

But  when  the  Jews  saw  the  multitudes,  they  were  filled  with 
envy,  and  spoke  against  those  things  which  were  spoken  by 
Paul,  contradicting  and  blaspheming.  Then  Paul  and  Barnabas 
waxed  bold,  and  said,  "It  was  necessary  that  the  word  of  God 
should  first  have  been  spoken  to  you:  but  seeing  ye  put  it  from 
you,  and  judge  yourselves  unworthy  of  everlasting  life,  lo,  we 
turn  to  the  Gentiles.  For  so  hath  the  Lord  commanded  us,  say- 
ing, 1  have  set  thee  to  be  a  light  of  the  Gentiles,  that  thou 
shouldest  be  for  salvation  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth/" 

And  when  the  Gentiles  heard  this,  they  were  glad,  and  glori- 
fied the  word  of  the  Lord:  and  as  many  as  were  ordained  to 
eternal  life  believed.  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  published 
throughout  all  the  region.  But  the  Jews  stirred  up  the  devout 
and  honourable  women,  and  the  chief  men  of  the  city,  and 
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raised  persecution  against  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  expelled 
them  out  of  their  coasts.  But  they  shook  off  the  dust  of  their 
feet  against  them,  and  came  unto  Iconmm.  And  the  disciples 
were  filled  with  joy,  and  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  Iconium,  that  they  went  both  together 
into  the  synagogue  of  the  Jews,  and  so  spoke  that  a  great  multi- 
tude both  of  the  Jews  and  also  of  the  Greeks  believed  But  the 
unbelieving  Jews  stirred  up  the  Gentiles,  and  made  their  minds 
evil  affected  against  the  brethren.  Long  time  therefore  abode 
they  speaking  boldly  in  the  Lord,  which  gave  testimony  unto 
the  word  of  his  grace,  and  granted  signs  and  wonders  to  be 
done  by  their  hands.  But  the  multitude  of  the  city  was  divided: 
and  part  held  with  the  Jews,  and  part  with  the  apostles.  And 
when  there  was  an  assault  made  both  of  the  Gentiles,  and  also 
of  the  Jews  with  their  rulers,  to  use  them  despitefully,  and  to 
stone  them,  they  were  aware  of  it,  and  fled  unto  Lystra  and 
Derbe,  cities  of  Lycaonia,  and  unto  the  region  that  lieth  round 
about:  and  there  they  preached  the  gospel. 

And  there  sat  a  certain  man  at  Lystra,  impotent  in  his  feet, 
being  a  cripple  from  his  mother's  womb,  who  never  had  walked: 
the  same  heard  Paul  speak:  who  steadfastly  beholding  him,  and 
perceiving  that  he  had  faith  to  be  healed,  said  with  a  loud 
voice,  "Stand  upright  on  thy  feet."  And  he  leaped  and  walked. 
And  when  the  people  saw  what  Paul  had  done,  they  lifted  up 
their  voices,  saying  in  the  speech  of  Lycaonia,  "The  gods  are 
come  down  to  us  in  the  likeness  of  men."  And  they  called 
Barnabas,  Jupiter;  and  Paul,  Mercurius,  because  he  was  the  chief 
speaker.  Then  the  priest  of  Jupiter,  which  was  before  their 
city,  brought  oxen  and  garlands  unto  the  gates,  and  would 
have  done  sacrifice  with  the  people.  Which  when  the  apostles, 
Barnabas  and  Paul,  heard  of,  they  rent  their  clothes,  and  ran  in 
among  the  people,  crying  out,  and  saying,  "Sirs,  why  do  ye 
these  things?  We  also  are  men  of  like  passions  with  you,  and 
preach  unto  you  that  ye  should  turn  from  these  vanities  unto 
the  living  God,  which  made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and 
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all  things  that  are  therein:  who  in  times  past  suffered  all  nations 
to  walk  in  their  own  ways.  Nevertheless  he  left  not  himself 
without  witness,  in  that  he  did  good,  and  gave  us  rain  from 
heaven,  and  fruitful  seasons,  filling  our  hearts  with  food  and 
gladness/'  And  with  these  sayings  scarce  restrained  they  the 
people,  that  they  had  not  done  sacrifice  unto  them. 

And  there  came  thither  certain  Jews  from  Antioch  and 
Iconium,  who  persuaded  the  people,  and,  having  stoned  Paul, 
drew  him  out  of  the  city,  supposing  he  had  been  dead.  Howbeit, 
as  the  disciples  stood  round  about  him,  he  rose  up,  and  came 
into  the  city:  and  the  next  day  he  departed  with  Barnabas  to 
Derbe.  And  when  they  had  preached  the  gospel  to  that  city, 
and  had  taught  many,  they  returned  again  to  Lystra,  and  to 
Iconium,  and  Antioch,  confirming  the  souls  of  the  disciples,  and 
exhorting  them  to  continue  in  the  faith,  and  that  we  must 
through  much  tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  And 
when  they  had  ordained  them  elders  in  every  church,  and  had 
prayed  with  fasting,  they  commended  them  to  the  Lord,  on 
whom  they  believed.  And  after  they  had  passed  throughout 
Pisidia,  they  came  to  Pamphylia.  And  when  they  had  preached 
the  word  in  Perga,  they  went  down  into  Attalia:  and  thence 
sailed  to  Antioch,  from  whence  they  had  been  recommended  to 
the  grace  of  God  for  the  work  which  they  fulfilled.  And  when 
they  were  come,  and  had  gathered  the  church  together,  they 
rehearsed  all  that  God  had  done  with  them,  and  how  he  had 
opened  the  door  of  faith  unto  the  Gentiles.  And  there  they 
abode  long  time  with  the  disciples. 

And  certain  men  which  came  down  from  Judasa  taught  the 
brethren,  and  said,  "Except  ye  be  circumcised  after  the  manner 
of  Moses,  ye  cannot  be  saved." 

When  therefore  Paul  and  Barnabas  had  no  small  dissension 
and  disputation  with  them,  they  determined  that  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  and  certain  other  of  them,  should  go  up  to  Jerusalem 
unto  the  apostles  and  elders  about  this  question.  And  being 
brought  on  their  way  by  the  church,  they  passed  through 
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Phenice  and  Samaria,  declaring  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles: 
and  they  caused  great  joy  unto  all  the  brethren.  And  when  they 
were  come  to  Jerusalem,  they  were  received  of  the  church,  and 
of  the  apostles  and  elders,  and  they  declared  all  things  that 
God  had  done  with  them.  But  there  rose  up  certain  of  the  sect 
of  the  Pharisees  which  believed,  saying  that  it  was  needful  to 
circumcise  them,  and  to  command  them  to  keep  the  law  of 
Moses. 

And  the  apostles  and  elders  came  together  for  to  consider  of 
this  matter.  And  when  there  had  been  much  disputing,  Peter 
rose  up,  and  said  unto  them, 

"Men  and  brethren,  ye  know  how  that  a  good  while  ago  God 
made  choice  among  us,  that  the  Gentiles  by  my  mouth  should 
hear  the  word  of  the  gospel,  and  believe.  And  God,  which 
knoweth  the  hearts,  bore  them  witness,  giving  them  the  Holy 
Ghost,  even  as  he  did  unto  us;  and  put  no  difference  between 
us  and  them,  purifying  their  hearts  by  faith.  Now  therefore  why 
tempt  ye  God,  to  put  a  yoke  upon  the  neck  of  the  disciples, 
which  neither  our  fathers  nor  we  were  able  to  bear?  But  we 
believe  that  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  we  shall 
be  saved,  even  as  they/7 

Then  all  the  multitude  kept  silence,  and  gave  audience  to 
Barnabas  and  Paul,  declaring  what  miracles  and  wonders  God 
had  wrought  among  the  Gentiles  by  them.  And  after  they  had 
held  their  peace,  James  answered,  saying, 

"Men  and  brethren,  hearken  unto  me:  Simeon  hath  declared 
how  God  at  the  first  did  visit  the  Gentiles,  to  take  out  of  them  a 
people  for  his  name.  And  to  this  agree  the  words  of  the  prophets. 
Wherefore  my  sentence  is,  that  we  trouble  not  them,  which 
from  among  the  Gentiles  are  turned  to  God:  but  that  we  write 
unto  them,  that  they  abstain  from  pollutions  of  idols,  and  from 
fornication,  and  from  things  strangled,  and  from  blood. " 

Then  pleased  it  the  apostles  and  elders,  with  the  whole 
church,  to  send  chosen  men  of  their  own  company  to  Antioch 
with  Paul  and  Barnabas;  namely,  Judas  surnamed  Barsabas,  and 
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Silas,  chief  men  among  the  brethren:  and  they  wrote  letters  by 
them  after  this  manner: 

The  apostles  and  elders  and  brethren  send  greeting  unto  the  brethren 
which  are  of  the  Gentiles  in  Antiock  and  Syria  and  Cilicia: 

Forasmuch  as  we  have  heard,  that  certain  which  went  out  from  us 
have  troubled  you  with  words,  subverting  your  souls,  saying,  "Ye  must 
he  circumcised,  and  keep  the  law" :  to  whom  we  gave  no  such  command- 
ment: it  seemed  good  unto  us,  Icing  assembled  with  one  accord,  to  send 
chosen  men  unto  you  with  our  leloved  Barnatas  and  Paul,  men  that 
have  hazarded  their  lives  for  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We 
have  sent  therefore  ]udas  and  Silas,  who  shall  also  tell  you  the  same 
things  ly  mouth.  For  it  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  us,  to 
lay  upon  you  no  greater  lurden  than  these  necessary  things;  that  ye  ab- 
stain from  meats  offered  to  idols,  and  from  Uood,  and  from  things 
strangled,  and  from  fornication:  from  which  if  ye  keep  yourselves,  ye 
shall  do  well.  Fare  ye  well. 

So  when  they  were  dismissed,  they  came  to  Antioch:  and 
when  they  had  gathered  the  multitude  together,  they  delivered 
the  epistle:  which  when  they  had  read,  they  rejoiced  for  the 
consolation.  And  Judas  and  Silas,  being  prophets  also  them- 
selves, exhorted  the  brethren  with  many  words,  and  confirmed 
them.  And  after  they  had  tarried  there  a  space,  they  were  let  go 
in  peace  from  the  brethren  unto  the  apostles.  Notwithstanding 
it  pleased  Silas  to  abide  there  still.  Paul  also  and  Barnabas  con- 
tinued in  Antioch,  teaching  and  preaching  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  with  many  others  also. 

Paul's  Second  Missionary  Journey 

And  some  days  after  Paul  said  unto  Barnabas,  "Let  us  go  again 
and  visit  our  brethren  in  every  city  where  we  have  preached  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  see  how  they  do/'  And  Barnabas  deter- 
mined to  take  with  them  John,  whose  surname  was  Mark.  But 
Paul  thought  not  good  to  take  him  with  them,  who  departed 
from  them  from  Pamphylia,  and  went  not  with  them  to  the 
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work  And  the  contention  was  so  sharp  between  them  that 
they  departed  asunder  one  from  the  other:  and  so  Barnabas  took 
Mark,  and  sailed  unto  Cyprus;  and  Paul  chose  Silas,  and  de- 
parted, being  recommended  by  the  brethren  unto  the  grace  of 
God.  And  he  went  through  Syria  and  Cilicia,  confirming  the 
churches. 

Then  came  he  to  Derbe  and  Lystra:  and,  behold,  a  certain 
disciple  was  there,  named  Timotheus,  the  son  of  a  certain 
woman,  which  was  a  Jewess,  and  believed;  but  his  father  was 
a  Greek,  which  was  well  reported  of  by  the  brethren  that  were 
at  Lystra  and  Iconium.  Him  would  Paul  have  to  go  forth  with 
him;  and  took  and  circumcised  him  because  of  the  Jews  which 
were  in  those  quarters:  for  they  knew  all  that  his  father  was  a 
Greek  And  as  they  went  through  the  cities,  they  delivered 
them  the  decrees  for  to  keep,  that  were  ordained  of  the  apostles 
and  elders  which  were  at  Jerusalem.  And  so  were  the  churches 
established  in  the  faith,  and  increased  in  number  daily.  Now 
when  they  had  gone  throughout  Phrygia  and  the  region  of  Gala- 
tia,  and  were  forbidden  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  preach  the  word 
in  Asia,  after  they  were  come  to  Mysia,  they  essayed  to  go  into 
Bithynia;  but  the  Spirit  suffered  them  not.  And  they  passing 
by  Mysia  came  down  to  Troas. 

And  a  vision  appeared  to  Paul  in  the  night:  there  stood  a  man 
of  Macedonia,  and  prayed  him,  saying,  "Come  over  into  Mace- 
donia, and  help  us." 

And  after  he  had  seen  the  vision,  immediately  we  endeavoured 
to  go  into  Macedonia,  assuredly  gathering  that  the  Lord  had 
called  us  for  to  preach  the  gospel  unto  them.  Therefore  loosing 
from  Troas,  we  came  with  a  straight  course  to  Samothrace,  and 
the  next  day  to  Neapolis;  and  from  thence  to  Philippi,  which  is 
the  chief  city  of  that  part  of  Macedonia,  and  a  colony:  and  we 
were  in  that  city  abiding  certain  days. 

And  on  the  sabbath  we  went  out  of  the  city  by  a  river  side, 
where  prayer  was  wont  to  be  made;  and  we  sat  down,  and 
spoke  unto  the  women  which  resorted  thither.  And  a  certain 
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woman  named  Lydia,  a  seller  of  purple,  of  the  city  of  Thyatira, 
which  worshipped  God,  heard  us:  whose  heart  the  Lord  opened, 
that  she  attended  unto  the  things  which  were  spoken  of  Paul. 
And  when  she  was  baptized,  and  her  household,  she  besought 
us,  saying,  "If  ye  have  judged  me  to  be  faithful  to  the  Lord, 
come  into  my  house,  and  abide  there/'  And  she  constrained  us. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  we  went  to  prayer,  a  certain  damsel 
possessed  with  a  spirit  of  divination  met  us,  which  brought  her 
masters  much  gain  by  soothsaying:  the  same  followed  Paul  and 
us,  and  cried,  saying,  "These  men  are  the  servants  of  the  most 
high  God,  which  show  unto  us  the  way  of  salvation/'  And  this 
did  she  many  days.  But  Paul,  being  grieved,  turned  and  said  to 
the  spirit,  "I  command  thee  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  to  come 
out  of  her/'  And  he  came  out  the  same  hour. 

And  when  her  masters  saw  that  the  hope  of  their  gains  was 
gone,  they  caught  Paul  and  Silas,  and  drew  them  into  the 
marketplace  unto  the  rulers,  and  brought  them  to  the  magis- 
trates, saying,  "These  men,  being  Jews,  do  exceedingly  trouble 
our  city,  and  teach  customs,  which  are  not  lawful  for  us  to  re- 
ceive, neither  to  observe,  being  Romans." 

And  the  multitude  rose  up  together  against  them:  and  the 
magistrates  rent  off  their  clothes,  and  commanded  to  beat  them. 
And  when  they  had  laid  many  stripes  upon  them,  they  cast  them 
into  prison,  charging  the  jailor  to  keep  them  safely:  who,  having 
received  such  a  charge,  thrust  them  into  the  inner  prison,  and 
made  their  feet  fast  in  the  stocks. 

And  at  midnight  Paul  and  Silas  prayed,  and  sang  praises 
unto  God:  and  the  prisoners  heard  them.  And  suddenly  there 
was  a  great  earthquake,  so  that  the  foundations  of  the  prison 
were  shaken:  and  immediately  all  the  doors  were  opened,  and 
every  one's  bands  were  loosed.  And  the  keeper  of  the  prison 
awaking  out  of  his  sleep,  and  seeing  the  prison  doors  open,  he 
drew  out  his  sword,  and  would  have  killed  himself,  supposing 
that  the  prisoners  had  been  fled.  But  Paul  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  saying,  "Do  thyself  no  harm:  for  we  are  all  here." 
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Then  he  called  for  a  light,  and  sprang  in,  and  came  trembling, 
and  fell  down  before  Paul  and  Silas,  and  brought  them  out,  and 
said,  "Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved?" 

And  they  said,  "Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou 
shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house." 

And  they  spoke  unto  him  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  to  all 
that  were  in  his  house.  And  he  took  them  the  same  hour  of  the 
night,  and  washed  their  stripes;  and  was  baptized,  he  and  all 
his,  straightway.  And  when  he  had  brought  them  into  his 
house,  he  set  meat  before  them,  and  rejoiced,  believing  in  God 
with  all  his  house. 

And  when  it  was  day,  the  magistrates  sent  the  Serjeants,  say- 
ing, "Let  those  men  go/'  And  the  keeper  of  the  prison  told  this 
saying  to  Paul,  "The  magistrates  have  sent  to  let  you  go:  now 
therefore  depart,  and  go  in  peace." 

But  Paul  said  unto  them,  "They  have  beaten  us  openly  un- 
condemned,  being  Romans,  and  have  cast  us  into  prison;  and 
now  do  they  thrust  us  out  privily?  nay  verily;  but  let  them 
come  themselves  and  fetch  us  out." 

And  the  Serjeants  told  these  words  unto  the  magistrates:  and 
they  feared,  when  they  heard  that  they  were  Romans.  And  they 
came  and  besought  them,  and  brought  them  out,  and  desired 
them  to  depart  out  of  the  city.  And  they  went  out  of  the  prison, 
and  entered  into  the  house  of  Lydia:  and  when  they  had  seen 
the  brethren,  they  comforted  them,  and  departed. 

Now  when  they  had  passed  through  Amphipolis  and  Apol- 
Ionia,  they  came  to  Thessalonica,  where  was  a  synagogue  of  the 
Jews:  and  Paul,  as  his  manner  was,  went  in  unto  them,  and  three 
sabbath  days  reasoned  with  them  out  of  the  scriptures,  opening 
and  alleging  that  Christ  must  needs  have  suffered,  and  risen 
again  from  the  dead;  and  that  "this  Jesus,  whom  I  preach  unto 
you,  is  Christ."  And  some  of  them  believed,  and  consorted  with 
Paul  and  Silas;  and  of  the  devout  Greeks  a  great  multitude,  and 
of  the  chief  women  not  a  few. 

But  the  Jews  which  believed  not,  moved  with  envy,  took 
unto  them  certain  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser  sort,  and  gathered 
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a  company,  and  set  all  the  city  on  an  uproar,  and  assaulted  the 
house  of  Jason,  and  sought  to  bring  them  out  to  the  people.  And 
when  they  found  them  not,  they  drew  Jason  and  certain  brethren 
unto  the  rulers  of  the  city,  crying,  "These  that  have  turned  the 
world  upside  down  are  come  hither  also;  whom  Jason  hath  re- 
ceived: and  these  all  do  contrary  to  the  decrees  of  Caesar,  saying 
that  there  is  another  king,  one  Jesus." 

And  they  troubled  the  people  and  the  rulers  of  the  city, 
when  they  heard  these  things.  And  when  they  had  taken  se- 
curity of  Jason,  and  of  the  other,  they  let  them  go. 

And  the  brethren  immediately  sent  away  Paul  and  Silas  by 
night  unto  Berea:  who  coming  thither  went  into  the  synagogue 
of  the  Jews.  These  were  more  noble  than  those  in  Thessalonica, 
in  that  they  received  the  word  with  all  readiness  of  mind,  and 
searched  the  scriptures  daily,  whether  those  things  were  so. 
Therefore  many  of  them  believed;  also  of  honourable  women 
which  were  Greeks,  and  of  men,  not  a  few.  But  when  the  Jews 
of  Thessalonica  had  knowledge  that  the  word  of  God  was 
preached  of  Paul  at  Berea,  they  came  thither  also,  and  stirred 
up  the  people.  And  then  immediately  the  brethren  sent  away 
Paul  to  go  as  it  were  to  the  sea:  but  Silas  and  Timotheus  abode 
there  still. 

And  they  that  conducted  Paul  brought  him  unto  Athens:  and 
receiving  a  commandment  unto  Silas  and  Timotheus  for  to 
come  to  him  with  all  speed,  they  departed. 

Now  while  Paul  waited  for  them  at  Athens,  his  spirit  was 
stirred  in  him,  when  he  saw  the  city  wholly  given  to  idolatry. 
Therefore  disputed  he  in  the  synagogue  with  the  Jews,  and  with 
the  devout  persons,  and  in  the  market  daily  with  them  that  met 
with  him.  Then  certain  philosophers  of  the  Epicureans,  and  of 
the  Stoics,  encountered  him.  And  some  said,  "What  will  this 
babbler  say?"  other  some,  "He  seemeth  to  be  a  setter  forth  of 
strange  gods":  because  he  preached  unto  them  Jesus,  and  the 
resurrection.  And  they  took  him,  and  brought  him  unto  Areop- 
agus, saying,  "May  we  know  what  this  new  doctrine,  whereof 
thou  speakest,  is?  For  thou  bringest  certain  strange  things  to 
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our  ears:  we  would  know  therefore  what  these  things  mean. 
(For  all  the  Athenians  and  strangers  which  were  there  spent 
their  time  in  nothing  else,  but  either  to  tell,  or  to  hear  some  new 
thing.) 

Then  Paul  stood  in  the  midst  of  Mars'  Hill,  and  said,  "Ye  men 
of  Athens,  I  perceive  that  in  all  things  ye  are  too  superstitious. 
For  as  I  passed  by,  and  beheld  your  devotions,  I  found  an  altar 
with  this  inscription:  TO  THE  UNKNOWN  GOD.  Whom  therefore 
ye  ignorantly  worship,  him  declare  I  unto  you.  God  that  made 
the  world  and  all  things  therein,  seeing  that  he  is  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth,  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with  hands; 
neither  is  worshipped  with  men's  hands,  as  though  he  needed 
any  thing,  seeing  he  giveth  to  all  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things; 
and  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on 
all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  hath  determined  the  times  before 
appointed,  and  the  bounds  of  their  habitation;  that  they  should 
seek  the  Lord,  if  haply  they  might  feel  after  him,  and  find  him, 
though  he  be  not  far  from  every  one  of  us:  for  in  him  we  live, 
and  move,  and  have  our  being;  as  certain  also  of  your  own  poets 
have  said,  Tor  we  are  also  his  offspring. '  Forasmuch  then  as  we 
are  the  offspring  of  God,  we  ought  not  to  think  that  the  God- 
head is  like  unto  gold,  or  silvet,  or  stone,  graven  by  art  and 
man's  device.  And  the  times  of  this  ignorance  God  winked  at; 
but  now  commandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  repent:  because  he 
hath  appointed  a  day,  in  the  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in 
righteousness  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained;  whereof  he 
hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  raised  him 
from  the  dead." 

And  when  they  heard  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  some 
mocked:  and  others  said,  "We  will  hear  thee  again  of  this 
matter." 

So  Paul  departed  from  among  them.  Howbeit  certain  men 
cleaved  unto  him,  and  believed:  among  the  which  was  Dionysius 
the  Areopagite,  and  a  woman  named  Damaris,  and  others  with 
them. 

After  these  things  Paul  departed  from  Athens,  and  came  to 
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Corinth;  and  found  a  certain  Jew  named  Aquila,  born  in  Pontus, 
lately  come  from  Italy,  with  his  wife  Priscilla  (because  that 
Claudius  had  commanded  all  Jews  to  depart  from  Rome);  and 
came  unto  them.  And  because  he  was  of  the  same  craft,  he  abode 
with  them,  and  wrought:  for  by  their  occupation  they  were 
tentmakers.  And  he  reasoned  in  the  synagogue  every  sabbath, 
and  persuaded  the  Jews  and  the  Greeks.  And  when  Silas  and 
Timotheus  were  come  from  Macedonia,  Paul  was  pressed  in 
the  spirit,  and  testified  to  the  Jews  that  Jesus  was  Christ.  And 
when  they  opposed  themselves,  and  blasphemed,  he  shook  his 
raiment,  and  said  unto  them,  "Your  blood  be  upon  your  own 
heads;  I  am  clean:  from  henceforth  I  will  go  unto  the  Gentiles." 

And  he  departed  thence,  and  entered  into  a  certain  man's 
house,  named  Justus,  one  that  worshipped  God,  whose  house 
joined  hard  to  the  synagogue.  And  Crispus,  the  chief  ruler  of 
the  synagogue,  believed  on  the  Lord  with  all  his  house;  and 
many  of  the  Corinthians  hearing  believed,  and  were  baptized. 
Then  spoke  the  Lord  to  Paul  in  the  night  by  a  vision, 

"Be  not  afraid,  but  speak,  and  hold  not  thy  peace:  for  I  am 
with  thee,  and  no  man  shall  set  on  thee  to  hurt  thee:  for  I  have 
much  people  in  this  city."  And  he  continued  there  a  year  and 
six  months,  teaching  the  word  of  God  among  them. 

And  when  Gallic  was  the  deputy  of  Achaia,  the  Jews  made 
insurrection  with  one  accord  against  Paul,  and  brought  him  to 
the  judgment  seat,  saying,  "This  fellow  persuadeth  men  to  wor- 
ship God  contrary  to  the  law/' 

And  when  Paul  was  now  about  to  open  his  mouth,  Gallic 
said  unto  the  Jews,  "If  it  were  a  matter  of  wrong  or  wicked 
lewdness,  O  ye  Jews,  reason  would  that  I  should  bear  with  you: 
but  if  it  be  a  question  of  words  and  names,  and  of  your  law, 
look  ye  to  it;  for  I  will  be  no  judge  of  such  matters/'  And  he 
drove  them  from  the  judgment  seat.  Then  all  the  Greeks  took 
Sosthenes,  the  chief  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  and  beat  him  before 
the  judgment  seat.  And  Gallio  cared  for  none  of  those  things. 

And  Paul  after  this  tarried  there  yet  a  good  while,  and  then 
took  his  leave  of  the  brethren,  and  sailed  thence  into  Syria,  and 
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with,  him  Priscilla  and  Aquila;  having  shorn  his  head  in  Cen- 
chrea:  for  he  had  a  vow.  And  he  came  to  Ephesus,  and  left  them 
there:  but  he  himself  entered  into  the  synagogue,  and  reasoned 
with  the  Jews.  When  they  desired  him  to  tarry  longer  time  with 
them,  he  consented  not;  but  bade  them  farewell,  saying,  "I  must 
by  all  means  keep  this  feast  that  cometh  in  Jerusalem:  but  I  will 
return  again  unto  you,  if  God  will."  And  he  sailed  from 
Ephesus. 

And  when  he  had  landed  at  C^esarea,  and  gone  up,  and 
saluted  the  church,  he  went  down  to  Antioch.  And  after  he  had 
spent  some  time  there,  he  departed,  and  went  over  all  the 
country  of  Galatia  and  Phrygia  in  order,  strengthening  all  the 
disciples. 

And  a  certain  Jew  named  Apollos,  born  at  Alexandria,  an 
eloquent  man,  and  mighty  in  the  scriptures,  came  to  Ephesus. 
This  man  was  instructed  in  the  way  of  the  Lord;  and  being  fer- 
vent in  the  spirit,  he  spoke  and  taught  diligently  the  things  of 
the  Lord,  knowing  only  the  baptism  of  John.  And  he  began  to 
speak  boldly  in  the  synagogue:  whom  when  Aquila  and  Pris- 
cilla had  heard,  they  took  him  unto  them,  and  expounded  unto 
him  the  way  of  God  more  perfectly.  And  when  he  was  disposed 
to  pass  into  Achaia,  the  brethren  wrote,  exhorting  the  disciples 
to  receive  him:  who,  when  he  was  come,  helped  them  much 
which  had  believed  through  grace:  for  he  mightily  convinced 
the  Jews,  and  that  publicly,  showing  by  the  scriptures  that  Jesus 
was  Christ. 

Paul's  Third  Missionary  Journey 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  while  Apollos  was  at  Corinth, 
Paul  having  passed  through  the  upper  coasts  came  to  Ephesus, 
and  finding  certain  disciples,  he  said  unto  them,  "Have  ye  re- 
ceived the  Holy  Ghost  since  ye  believed?" 

And  they  said  unto  him,  "We  have  not  so  much  as  heard 
whether  there  be  any  Holy  Ghost." 

And  he  said  unto  them,  "Unto  what  then  were  ye  baptized?" 

And  they  said,  "Unto  John's  baptism/' 
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Then  said  Paul,  "John  verily  baptized  with  the  baptism  of 
repentance,  saying  unto  the  people  that  they  should  believe  on 
him  which  should  come  after  him,  that  is,  on  Christ  Jesus." 

When  they  heard  this,  they  were  baptized  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus.  And  when  Paul  had  laid  his  hands  upon  them, 
the  Holy  Ghost  came  on  them;  and  they  spoke  with  tongues, 
and  prophesied.  And  all  the  men  were  about  twelve. 

And  he  went  into  the  synagogue,  and  spoke  boldly  for  the 
space  of  three  months,  disputing  and  persuading  the  things  con- 
cerning the  kingdom  of  God.  But  when  divers  were  hardened, 
and  believed  not,  but  spoke  evil  of  that  way  before  the  multi- 
tude, he  departed  from  them,  and  separated  the  disciples,  dis- 
puting daily  in  the  school  of  one  Tyrannus.  And  this  continued 
by  the  space  of  two  years;  so  that  all  they  which  dwelt  in  Asia 
heard  the  word  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  both  Jews  and  Greeks.  And 
God  wrought  special  miracles  by  the  hands  of  Paul:  so  that 
from  his  body  were  brought  unto  the  sick  handkerchiefs  or 
aprons,  and  the  diseases  departed  from  them,  and  the  evil 
spirits  went  out  of  them.  Then  certain  of  the  vagabond  Jews, 
exorcists,  took  upon  them  to  call  over  them  which  had  evil 
spirits  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  saying,  "We  adjure  you  by 
Jesus  whom  Paul  preacheth."  And  there  were  seven  sons  of  one 
Sceva,  a  Jew,  and  chief  of  the  priests,  which  did  so.  And  the 
evil  spirit  answered  and  said,  "Jesus  I  know,  and  Paul  I  know; 
but  who  are  ye?"  And  the  man  in  whom  the  evil  spirit  was 
leaped  on  them,  and  overcame  them,  and  prevailed  against 
them,  so  that  they  fled  out  of  that  house  naked  and  wounded. 
And  this  was  known  to  all  the  Jews  and  Greeks  also  dwelling 
at  Ephesus;  and  fear  fell  on  them  all,  and  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  was  magnified.  And  many  that  believed  came,  and  con- 
fessed, and  showed  their  deeds.  Many  of  them  also  which  used 
curious  arts  brought  their  books  together,  and  burned  them  be- 
fore all  men:  and  they  counted  the  price  of  them,  and  found  it 
fifty  thousand  pieces  of  silver.  So  mightily  grew  the  word  of 
God  and  prevailed. 

After  these  things  were  ended,  Paul  purposed  in  the  spirit, 
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when  he  had  passed  through  Macedonia  and  Achaia,  to  go  to 
Jerusalem,  saying,  "After  I  have  been  there,  I  must  also  see 
Rome/*  So  he  sent  into  Macedonia  two  of  them  that  ministered 
unto  him,  Timotheus  and  Erastus;  but  he  himself  stayed  in  Asia 
for  a  season. 

And  the  same  time  there  arose  no  small  stir  about  that  way. 
For  a  certain  man  named  Demetrius,  a  silversmith,  which  made 
silver  shrines  for  Diana,  brought  no  small  gain  unto  the  crafts- 
men; whom  he  called  together  with  the  workmen  of  like  oc- 
cupation, and  said, 

"Sirs,  ye  know  that  by  this  craft  we  have  our  wealth.  More- 
over ye  see  and  hear,  that  not  alone  at  Ephesus,  but  almost 
throughout  all  Asia,  this  Paul  hath  persuaded  and  turned  away 
much  people,  saying  that  they  be  no  gods,  which  are  made  with 
hands:  so  that  not  only  this  our  craft  is  in  danger  to  be  set  at 
nought;  but  also  that  the  temple  of  the  great  goddess  Diana 
should  be  despised,  and  her  magnificence  should  be  destroyed, 
whom  all  Asia  and  the  world  worshipped^  " 

And  when  they  heard  these  sayings,  they  were  full  of  wrath, 
and  cried  out,  saying, 

" Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians ! "  And  the  whole  city  was 
filled  with  confusion:  and  having  caught  Gaius  and  Aristarchus, 
men  of  Macedonia,  Paul's  companions  in  travel,  they  rushed 
with  one  accord  into  the  theatre.  And  when  Paul  would  have 
entered  in  unto  the  people,  the  disciples  suffered  him  not.  And 
certain  of  the  chief  of  Asia,  which  were  his  friends,  sent  unto 
him,  desiring  him  that  he  would  not  adventure  himself  into  the 
theatre.  Some  therefore  cried  one  thing,  and  some  another:  for 
the  assembly  was  confused;  and  the  more  part  knew  not  where- 
fore they  were  come  together.  And  they  drew  Alexander  out  of 
the  multitude,  the  Jews  putting  him  forward.  And  Alexander 
beckoned  with  the  hand,  and  would  have  made  his  defence  unto 
the  people.  But  when  they  knew  that  he  was  a  Jew,  all  with  one 
voice  about  the  space  of  two  hours  cried  out, 

"Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians !" 

And  when  the  town  clerk  had  appeased  the  people,  he  said, 
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"Ye  men  of  Ephesus,  wkat  man  is  there  that  knoweth  not  how 
that  the  city  of  the  Ephesians  is  a  worshipper  of  the  great  god" 
dess  Diana,  and  of  the  image  which  fell  down  from  Jupiter? 
Seeing  then  that  these  things  cannot  be  spoken  against,  ye 
ought  to  be  quiet,  and  to  do  nothing  rashly.  For  ye  have  brought 
hither  these  men,  which  are  neither  robbers  of  churches,  nor  yet 
blasphemers  of  your  goddess.  Wherefore  if  Demetrius,  and  the 
craftsmen  which  are  with  him,  have  a  matter  against  any  man, 
the  law  is  open,  and  there  are  deputies:  let  them  implead  one 
another.  But  if  ye  enquire  any  thing  concerning  other  matters, 
it  shall  be  determined  in  a  lawful  assembly.  For  we  are  in 
danger  to  be  called  in  question  for  this  day's  uproar,  there  being 
no  cause  whereby  we  may  give  an  account  of  this  concourse." 

And  when  he  had  thus  spoken,  he  dismissed  the  assembly. 

And  after  the  uproar  was  ceased,  Paul  called  unto  him  the 
disciples,  and  embraced  them,  and  departed  for  to  go  into 
Macedonia.  And  when  he  had  gone  over  those  parts,  and  had 
given  them  much  exhortation,  he  came  into  Greece,  and  there 
abode  three  months.  And  when  the  Jews  laid  wait  for  him,  as 
he  was  about  to  sail  into  Syria,  he  purposed  to  return  through 
Macedonia.  And  there  accompanied  him  into  Asia  Sopater  of 
Berea;  and  of  the  Thessalonians,  Aristarchus  and  Secundus;  and 
Gaius  of  Derbe,  and  Timotheus;  and  of  Asia,  Tychicus  and 
Trophimus.  These  going  before  tarried  for  us  at  Troas.  l 

And  we  sailed  away  from  Philippi  after  the  days  of  unleav- 
ened bread,  and  came  unto  them  to  Troas  in  five  days;  where  we 
abode  seven  days.  And  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when  the 
disciples  came  together  to  break  bread,  Paul  preached  unto 
them,  ready  to  depart  on  the  morrow;  and  continued  his  speech 
until  midnight.  And  there  were  many  lights  in  the  upper  cham- 
ber, where  they  were  gathered  together.  And  there  sat  in  a 
window  a  certain  young  man  named  Eutychus,  being  fallen  into 
a  deep  sleep:  and  as  Paul  was  long  preaching,  he  sunk  down 
with  sleep,  and  fell  down  from  the  third  loft,  and  was  taken  up 
dead.  And  Paul  went  down,  and  fell  on  him,  and  embracing  him 
said,  "Trouble  not  yourselves;  for  his  life  is  in  him." 
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When  he  therefore  was  come  up  £gain,  and  had  broken  bread, 
and  eaten,  and  talked  a  long  while,  even  till  break  of  day,  so  he 
departed.  And  they  brought  the  young  man  alive,  and  were  not 
a  little  comforted. 

And  we  went  before  to  ship,  and  sailed  unto  Assos,  there 
intending  to  take  in  Paul:  for  so  had  he  appointed,  minding  him- 
self to  go  afoot.  And  when  he  met  with  us  at  Assos,  we  took 
him  in,  and  came  to  Mitylene.  And  we  sailed  thence,  and  came 
the  next  day  over  against  Chios;  and  the  next  day  we  arrived 
at  Samos,  and  tarried  at  Trogy Ilium;  and  the  next  day  we  came 
to  Miletus.  For  Paul  had  determined  to  sail  by  Ephesus,  be- 
cause he  would  not  spend  the  time  in  Asia:  for  he  hastened,  if  it 
were  possible  for  him,  to  be  at  Jerusalem  the  day  of  Pentecost, 

And  from  Miletus  he  sent  to  Ephesus,  and  called  the  elders 
of  the  church.  And  when  they  were  come  to  him,  he  said  unto 
them, 

"Ye  know,  from  the  first  day  that  I  came  into  Asia,  after  what 
manner  I  have  been  with  you  at  all  seasons,  serving  the  Lord 
with  all  humility  of  mind,  and  with  many  tears,  and  temp- 
tations, which  befell  me  by  the  lying  in  wait  of  the  Jews:  and 
how  I  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable  unto  you,  but  have 
showed  you,  and  have  taught  you  publicly,  and  from  house  to 
house,  testifying  both  to  the  Jews,  and  also  to  the  Greeks,  re- 
pentance toward  God,  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

"And  now,  behold,  I  go  bound  in  the  spirit  unto  Jerusalem, 
not  knowing  the  things  that  shall  befall  me  there:  save  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  witnesseth  in  every  city,  saying  that  bonds  and 
afflictions  abide  me.  But  none  of  these  things  move  me,  neither 
count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I  might  finish  my  course 
with  joy,  and  the  ministry,  which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  to  testify  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.  And  now,  be- 
hold, I  know  that  ye  all,  among  whom  I  have  gone  preaching 
the  kingdom  of  God,  shall  see  my  face  no  more.  Wherefore  I 
take  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  of  all 
men.  For  I  have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counsel 
of  God. 
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"Take  heed  therefore  unto  yourselves,  and  to  all  the  flock, 
over  the  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  you  overseers,  to  feed 
the  church  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchased  with  his  own 
blood.  For  I  know  this,  that  after  my  departing  shall  grievous 
wolves  enter  in  among  you,  not  sparing  the  flock  Also  of  your 
own  selves  shall  men  arise,  speaking  perverse  things,  to  draw 
away  disciples  after  them.  Therefore  watch,  and  remember, 
that  by  the  space  of  three  years  I  ceased  not  to  warn  every  one 
night  and  day  with  tears. 

"And  now,  brethren,  I  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word 
of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you  an 
inheritance  among  all  them  which  are  sanctified.  I  have  coveted 
no  man's  silver,  or  gold,  or  apparel.  Yea,  ye  yourselves  know, 
that  these  hands  have  ministered  unto  my  necessities,  and  to 
them  that  were  with  me.  I  have  showed  you  all  things,  how  that 
so  labouring  ye  ought  to  support  the  weak,  and  to  remember 
the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said,  °T  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive/" 

And  when  he  had  thus  spoken,  he  kneeled  down,  and  prayed 
with  them  all.  And  they  all  wept  sore,  and  fell  on  Paul's  neck, 
and  kissed  him,  sorrowing  most  of  all  for  the  words  which  he 
spoke,  that  they  should  see  his  face  no  more.  And  they  accom- 
panied him  unto  the  ship. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  after  we  were  gotten  from  them, 
and  had  launched,  we  came  with  a  straight  course  unto  Cos, 
and  the  day  following  unto  Rhodes,  and  from  thence  unto 
Patara;  and  finding  a  ship  sailing  over  unto  Phenicia,  we  went 
aboard,  and  set  forth.  Now  when  we  had  discovered  Cyprus, 
we  left  it  on  the  left  hand,  and  sailed  into  Syria,  and  landed  at 
Tyre:  for  there  the  ship  was  to  unlade  her  burden.  And  finding 
disciples,  we  tarried  there  seven  days:  who  said  to  Paul  through 
the  Spirit,  that  he  should  not  go  up  to  Jerusalem.  And  when  we 
had  accomplished  those  days,  we  departed  and  went  our  way; 
and  they  all  brought  us  on  our  way,  with  wives  and  children, 
till  we  were  out  of  the  city:  and  we  kneeled  down  on  the  shore, 
and  prayed.  And  when  we  had  taken  our  leave  one  of  another, 
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came  upon  the  stairs,  so  it  was,  tkat  he  was  borne  of  the  soldiers 
for  the  violence  of  the  people.  For  the  multitude  of  the  people 
followed  after,  crying,  "Away  with  him! " 

And  as  Paul  was  to  be  led  into  the  castle,  he  said  unto  the 

chief  captain,  "May  I  speak  unto  thee?"  Who  said,  "Canst  thou 

speak.  Greek?  Art  not  thou  that  Egyptian  which  before  these 

days  madest  an  uproar,  and  leddest  out  into  the  wilderness  four 

.  thousand  men  that  were  murderers?" 

But  Paul  said,  "I  am  a  man  which  am  a  Jew  of  Tarsus,  a  city  in 
Cilicia,  a  citizen  of  no  mean  city:  and,  I  beseech  thee,  suffer  me 
to  speak  unto  the  people/* 

And  when  he  had  given  him  licence,  Paul  stood  on  the  stairs, 
and  beckoned  with  the  hand  unto  the  people.  And  when  there 
was  made  a  great  silence,  he  spoke  unto  them  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue,  saying, 

"Men,  brethren,  and  fathers,  hear  ye  my  defence  which  I 
make  now  unto  you.  I  am  verily  a  man  which  am  a  Jew,  born  in 
Tarsus,  a  city  in  Cilicia,  yet  brought  up  in  this  city  at  the  feet 
of  Gamaliel,  and  taught  according  -to  the  perfect  manner  of  the 
law  of  the  fathers,  and  was  zealous  toward  God,  as  ye  all  are 
this  day.  And  I  persecuted  this  way  unto  the  death,  binding  and 
delivering  into  prisons  both  men  and  women.  As  also  the  high 
priest  doth  bear  me  witness,  and  all  the  estate  of  the  elders: 
from  whom  also  I  received  letters  unto  the  brethren,  and  went 
to  Damascus,  to  bring  them  which  were  there  bound  unto  Jeru- 
salem, for  to  be  punished.  And  it  came  to  pass  that,  as  I  made 
my  journey,  and  was  come  nigh  unto  Damascus  about  noon, 
suddenly  there  shone  from  heaven  a  great  light  round  about  me. 
And  I  fell  unto  the  ground,  and  heard  a  voice  saying  unto  me, 
'Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me?'  And  I  answered,  'Who 
art  thou,  Lord?'  And  he  said  unto  me,  'I  am  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
whom  thou  persecutest. '  And  they  that  were  with  me  saw  in- 
deed the  light,  and  were  afraid;  but  they  heard  not  the  voice  of 
him  that  spoke  to  me.  And  I  said,  'What  shall  I  do,  Lord?7  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  me,  'Arise,  and  go  into  Damascus;  and  there 
it  shall  be  told  thee  of  all  things  which  are  appointed  for  thee 
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to  do. '  And  when  I  could  not  see  for  the  glory  of  that  light, 
being  led  by  the  hand  of  them  that  were  with  me,  I  came  into 
Damascus. 

"And  one  Ananias,  a  devout  man  according  to  the  law,  having 
a  good  report  of  all  the  Jews  which  dwelt  there,  came  unto  me, 
and  stood,  and  said  unto  me,  'Brother  Saul,  receive  thy  sight/ 
And  the  same  hour  I  looked  up  upon  him.  And  he  said,  'The 
God  of  our  fathers  hath  chosen  thee,  that  thou  shouldest  know 
his  will,  and  see  that  Just  One,  and  shouldest  hear  the  voice  of 
his  mouth.  For  thou  shalt  be  his  witness  unto  all  men  of  what 
thou  hast  seen  and  heard.  And  now  why  tarriest  thou?  arise,  and 
be  baptized,  and  wash  away  thy  sins,  calling  on  the  name  of  the 
Lord. ' 

"And  it  came  to  pass  that,  when  I  was  come  again  to  Jeru- 
salem, even  while  I  prayed  in  the  temple,  I  was  in  a  trance;  and 
saw  him  saying  unto  me,  'Make  haste,  and  get  thee  quickly  out 
of  Jerusalem:  for  they  will  not  receive  thy  testimony  concerning 
me/  And  I  said,  'Lord,  they  know  that  I  imprisoned  and  beat 
in  every  synagogue  them  that  believed  on  thee:  and  when  the 
blood  of  thy  martyr  Stephen  was  shed,  I  also  was  standing  by, 
and  consenting  unto  his  death,  and  kept  the  raiment  of  them 
that  slew  him/  And  he  said  unto  me,  'Depart:  for  I  will  send 
thee  far  hence  unto  the  Gentiles. '" 

And  they  gave  him  audience  unto  this  word,  and  then  lifted 
up  their  voices,  and  said,  "Away  with  such  a  fellow  from  the 
earth:  for  it  is  not  fit  that  he  should  live ! " 

And  as  they  cried  out,  and  cast  off  their  clothes,  and  threw 
dust  into  the  air,  the  chief  captain  commanded  him  to  be  brought 
into  the  castle,  and  bade  that  he  should  be  examined  by  scourg- 
ing; that  he  might  know  wherefore  they  cried  so  against  him. 
And  as  they  bound  him  with  thongs,  Paul  said  unto  the  centu- 
rion that  stood  by,  "Is  it  lawful  for  you  to  scourge  a  man  that  is 
a  Roman,  and  uncondemned?" 

When  the  centurion  heard  that,  he  went  and  told  the  chief 
captain,  saying,  "Take  heed  what  thou  doest:  for  this  man  is  a 
Roman." 
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,    Then  the  chief  captain  came,  and  said  unto  him,  "Tell  me,  art 
thou  a  Roman?"  He  said,  "Yea/' 

And  the  chief  captain  answered,  "With  a  great  sum  obtained 
I  this  freedom."  And  Paul  said,  "But  I  was  free  born." 

Then  straightway  they  departed  from  him  which  should 
have  examined  him:  and  the  chief  captain  also  was  afraid,  after 
he  knew  that  he  was  a  Roman,  and  because  he  had  bound  him. 
On  the  morrow,  because  he  would  have  known  the  certainty 
wherefore  he  was  accused  of  the  Jews,  he  loosed  him  from  his 
bands,  and  commanded  the  chief  priests  and  all  their  council 
to  appear,  and  brought  Paul  down,  and  set  him  before  them. 
And  Paul,  earnestly  beholding  the  council,  said, 

"Men  and  brethren,  I  have  lived  in  all  good  conscience  before 
God  until  this  day." 

And  the  high  priest  Ananias  commanded  them  that  stood 
by  him  to  smite  him  on  the  mouth. 

Then  said  Paul  unto  him,  "God  shall  smite  thee,  thou  whited 
wall:  for  sittest  thou  to  judge  me  after  the  law,  and  commandest 
me  to  be  smitten  contrary  to  the  law?" 

And  they  that  stood  by  said,  "Revilest  thou  God's  high 
priest?" 

Then  said  Paul,  "I  wist  not,  brethren,  that  he  was  the  high 
priest:  for  it  is  written,  Thou  shalt  not  speak  evil  of  the  ruler 
of  thy  people/" 

But  when  Paul  perceived  that  the  one  part  were  Sadducees, 
and  the  other  Pharisees,  he  cried  out  in  the  council,  "Men  and 
brethren,  I  am  a  Pharisee,  the  son  of  a  Pharisee:  of  the  hope  and 
resurrection  of  the  dead  I  am  called  in  question." 

And  when  he  had  so  said,  there  arose  a  dissension  between 
the  Pharisees  and  the  Sadducees:  and  the  multitude  was  di- 
vided, For  the  Sadducees  say  that  there  is  no  resurrection, 
neither  angel,  nor  spirit:  but  the  Pharisees  confess  both.  And 
there  arose  a  great  cry:  and  the  scribes  that  were  of  the  Phari- 
sees' part  arose,  and  strove,  saying,  "We  find  no  evil  in  this 
man:  but  if  a  spirit  or  an  angel  hath  spoken  to  him,  let  us  not 
fight  against  God." 
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And  when  there  arose  a  great  dissension,  the  chief  captain, 
fearing  lest  Paul  should  have  been  pulled  in  pieces  of  them,  com- 
manded the  soldiers  to  go  down,  and  to  take  him  by  force  from 
among  them,  and  to  bring  him  into  the  castle.  And  the  night 
following  the  Lord  stood  by  him,  and  said,  "Be  of  good  cheer, 
Paul:  for  as  thou  hast  testified  of  me  in  Jerusalem,  so  must  thou 
bear  witness  also  at  Rome." 

And  when  it  was  day,  certain  of  the  Jews  banded  together, 
and  bound  themselves  under  a  curse,  saying  that  they  would 
neither  eat  nor  drink  till  they  had  killed  Paul.  And  they  were 
more  than  forty  which  had  made  this  conspiracy.  And  they  came 
to  the  chief  priests  and  elders,  and  said,  "We  have  bound  our- 
selves under  a  great  curse,  that  we  will  eat  nothing  until  we 
have  slain  Paul.  Now  therefore  ye  with  the  council  signify  to 
the  chief  captain  that  he  bring  him  down  unto  you  to-morrow, 
as  though  ye  would  enquire  something  more  perfectly  concern- 
ing him:  and  we,  or  ever  he  come  near,  are  ready  to  kill  him.  * 

And  when  Paul's  sister's  son  heard  of  their  lying  in  wait,  he 
went  and  entered  into  the  castle,  and  told  Paul.  Then  Paul 
called  one  of  the  centurions  unto  him,  and  said,  "Bring  this 
young  man  unto  the  chief  captain:  for  he  hath  a  certain  thing  to 
tell  him/' 

So  he  took  him,  and  brought  him  to  the  chief  captain,  and 
said,  "Paul  the  prisoner  called  me  unto  him,  and  prayed  me  to 
bring  this  young  man  unto  thee,  who  hath  something  to  say  unto 
thee." 

Then  the  chief  captain  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  went  with 
him  aside  privately,  and  asked  him,  "What  is  that  thou  hast  to 
tell  me?" 

And  he  said,  "The  Jews  have  agreed  to  desire  thee  that  thou 
wouldest  bring  down  Paul  to-morrow  into  the  council,  as 
though  they  would  enquire  somewhat  of  him  more  perfectly. 
But  do  not  thou  yield  unto  them:  for  there  lie  in  wait  for  him  of 
them  more  than  forty  men,  which  have  bound  themselves  with 
an  oath,  that  they  will  neither  eat  nor  drink  till  they  have  killed 
him:  and  now  are  they  ready,  looking  for  a  promise  from  thee." 

[1091] 


THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES 

So  the  chief  captain  then  let  the  young  man  depart,  and 
charged  him,  "See  thou  tell  no  man  that  thou  hast  showed  these 
things  to  me." 

And  he  called  unto  him  two  centurions,  saying,  "Make  ready 
two  hundred  soldiers  to  go  to  Ca^sarea,  and  horsemen  three- 
score and  ten,  and  spearmen  two  hundred,  at  the  third  hour  of 
the  night;  and  provide  them  beasts,  that  they  may  set  Paul  on, 
and  bring  him  safe  unto  Felix  the  governor." 

And  he  wrote  a  letter  after  this  manner: 

Claudius  Lysias  unto  ike  most  excellent  governor  Felix  sendeth  greet- 
ing; 

This  man  was  taken  of  the  Jews,  and  should  have  leen  hilled  of 
them:  then  came  I  with  an  army,  and  rescued  him,  having  understood 
that  he  was  a  Rowan.  And  when  I  would  have  known  the  cause  where- 
fore they  accused  him,  I  brought  him  forth  into  their  council:  whom  I 
perceived  to  le  accused  of  questions  of  their  law,  hut  to  have  nothing  laid 
to  his  charge  worthy  of  death  or  oflonds.  And  when  it  was  told  me  how 
that  the  Jews  laid  wait  for  the  man,  I  sent  straightway  to  thee,  and  gave 
commandment  to  his  accusers  also  to  say  lefore  thee  what  they  had 
against  him.  Farewell. 

Then  the  soldiers,  as  it  was  commanded  them,  took  Paul,  and 
brought  him  by  night  to  Antipatris.  On  the  morrow  they  left 
the  horsemen  to  go  with  him,  and  returned  to  the  castle:  who, 
when  they  came  to  Csesarea,  and  delivered  the  epistle  to  the 
governor,  presented  Paul  also  before  him.  And  when  the  gov- 
ernor had  read  the  letter,  he  asked  of  what  province  he  was. 
And  when  he  understood  that  he  was  of  Cilicia,  "I  will  hear 
thee,"  said  he,  "when  thine  accusers  are  also  come."  And  he  com- 
manded him  to  be  kept  in  Herod's  judgment  hall 

And  after  five  days  Ananias  the  high  priest  descended  with 
the  elders,  and  with  a  certain  orator  named  Tertullus,  who  in- 
formed the  governor  against  Paul.  And  when  he  was  called 
forth,  Tertullus  began  to  accuse  him,  saying,  "Seeing  that  by 
thee  we  enjoy  great  quietness,  and  that  very  worthy  deeds  are 
done  unto  this  nation  by  thy  providence,  we  accept  it  always, 
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and  in  all  places,  most  noble  Felix,  with  all  thankfulness.  Not- 
withstanding, that  I  be  not  further  tedious  unto  thee,  I  pray 
thee  that  thou  wouldest  hear  us  of  thy  clemency  a  few  words. 
For  we  have  found  this  man  a  pestilent  fellow,  and  a  mover  of 
sedition  among  all  the  Jews  throughout  the  world,  and  a  ring- 
leader of  the  sect  of  the  Nazarenes:  who  also  hath  gone  about  to 
profane  the  temple:  whom  we  took,  and  would  have  judged 
according  to  our  law.  But  the  chief  captain  Lysias  came  upon 
us,  and  with  great  violence  took  him  away  out  of  our  hands, 
commanding  his  accusers  to  come  unto  thee:  by  examining  of 
whom  thyself  mayest  take  knowledge  of  all  these  things, 
whereof  we  accuse  him."  And  the  Jews  also  assented,  saying 
that  these  things  were  so. 

Then  Paul,  after  that  the  governor  had  beckoned  unto  him  to 
speak,  answered,  "Forasmuch  as  I  know  that  thou  hast  been  of 
many  years  a  judge  unto  this  nation,  I  do  the  more  cheerfully 
answer  for  myself:  because  that  thou  mayest  understand  that 
there  are  yet  but  twelve  days  since  I  went  up  to  Jerusalem  for  to 
worship.  And  they  neither  found  me  in  the  temple  disputing 
with  any  man,. neither  raising  up  the  people,  neither  in  the  syna- 
gogues, nor  in  the  city:  neither  can  they  prove  the  things  whereof 
they  now  accuse  me.  But  this  I  confess  unto  thee,  that  after  the 
way  which  they  call  heresy,  so  worship  I  the  God  of  my  fathers, 
believing  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  law  and  in  the 
prophets;  and  have  hope  toward  God,  which  they  themselves 
also  allow,  that  there  shall  be  a  resurrection  of  the  dead,  both 
of  the  just  and  unjust.  And  herein  do  I  exercise  myself,  to  have 
always  a  conscience  void  of  offence  toward  God,  and  toward 
men. 

"Now  after  many  years  I  came  to  bring  alms  to  my  nation, 
and  offerings.  Whereupon  certain  Jews  from  Asia  found  me 
purified  in  the  temple,  neither  with  multitude,  nor  with  tumult. 
Who  ought  to  have  been  here  before  thee,  and  object,  if  they 
had  ought  against  me.  Or  else  let  these  same  here  say,  if  they 
have  found  any  evil  doing  in  me,  while  I  stood  before  the  coun- 
cil, except  it  be  for  this  one  voice  that  I  cried  standing  among 
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them,  Touching  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  I  am  called  in 
question  by  you  this  day. '" 

And  when  Felix  heard  these  things,  having  more  perfect 
knowledge  of  that  way,  he  deferred  them,  and  said,  "When 
Lysias  the  chief  captain  shall  come  down,  I  will  know  the  utter- 
most of  your  matter/'  %*. 

And  he  commanded  a  centurion  to  keep  Paul,  and  to  let  him 
have  liberty,  and  that  he  should  forbid  none  of  his  acquaintance 
to  minister  or  come  unto  him.  And  after  certain  days,  when 
Felix  came  with  his  wife  Drusilla,  which  was  a  Jewess,  he  sent 
for  Paul,  and  heard  him  concerning  the  faith  in  Christ.  And  as 
he  reasoned  of  righteousness,  temperance,  and  judgment  to 
come,  Felix  trembled,  and  answered,  "Go  thy  way  for  this 
time;  when  I  have  a  convenient  season,  I  will  call  for  thee." 

He  hoped  also  that  money  should  have  been  given  him  of 
Paul,  that  he  might  loose  him:  wherefore  he  sent  for  him  the 
oftener,  and  communed  with  him.  But  after  two  years  Porcius 
Festus  came  into  Felix'  room:  and  Felix,  willing  to  show  the 
Jews  a  pleasure,  left  Paul  bound. 

Now  when  Festus  was  come  into  the  province,  after  three 
days  he  ascended  from  Caesarea  to  Jerusalem.  Then  the  high 
priest  and  the  chief  of  the  Jews  informed  him  against  Paul,  and 
besought  him,  and  desired  favour  against  him,  that  he  would 
send  for  him  to  Jerusalem,  laying  wait  in  the  way  to  kill  him, 
But  Festus  answered  that  Paul  should  be  kept  at  Cassarea,  and 
that  he  himself  would  depart  shortly  thither.  "Let  them  there- 
fore," said  he,  "which  among  you  are  able,  go  down  with  me, 
and  accuse  this  man,  if  there  be  any  wickedness  in  him/' 

And  when  he  had  tarried  among  them  more  than  ten  days,  he 
went  down  unto  C^esarea;  and  the  next  day  sitting  on  the  judg- 
ment seat  commanded  Paul  to  be  brought.  And  when  he  was 
come,  the  Jews  which  came  down  from  Jerusalem  stood  round 
about,  and  laid  many  and  grievous  complaints  against  Paul, 
which  they  could  not  prove.  While  he  answered  for  himself, 
"Neither  against  the  law  of  the  Jews,  neither  against  the  tem- 
ple, nor  yet  against  Caesar,  have  I  offended  anything  at  all" 
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But  Festus,  willing  to  do  the  Jews  a  pleasure,  answered  Paul, 
and  said,  "Wilt  thou  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  be  judged  of 
these  things  before  me?" 

Then  said  Paul, 

"I  stand  at  Caesar 's  judgment  seat,  where  I  ought  to  be  judged: 
to  the  Jews  have  I  done  no  wrong,  as  thou  very  well  knowest. 
For  if  I  be  an  offender,  or  have  committed  any  thing  worthy  of 
death,  I  refuse  not  to  die:  but  if  there  be  none  of  these  things 
whereof  these  accuse  me,  no  man  may  deliver  me  unto  them.  I 
appeal  unto  Caesar." 

Then  Festus,  when  he  had  conferred  with  the  council,  an- 
swered, 

"Hast  thou  appealed  unto  Caesar?  unto  Caesar  shalt  thou  go ! " 

Pauls  Defence  fcefore  Agrippa 

And  after  certain  days  King  Agrippa  and  Bernice  came  unto 
Caesarea  to  salute  Festus.  And  when  they  had  been  there  many 
days,  Festus  declared  Paul's  cause  unto  the  king,  saying, 

"There  is  a  certain  man  left  in  bonds  by  Felix:  about  whom, 
when  I  was  at  Jerusalem,  the  chief  priests  and  the  elders  of  the 
Jews  informed  me,  desiring  to  have  judgment  against  him.  To 
whom  I  answered,  'It  is  not  the  manner  of  the  Romans  to  de- 
liver any  man  to  die,  before  that  he  which  is  accused  have  the 
accusers  face  to  face,  and  have  licence  to  answer  for  himself 
concerning  the  crime  laid  against  him/  Therefore,  when  they 
were  come  hither,  without  any  delay  on  the  morrow  I  sat  on 
the  judgment  seat,  and  commanded  the  man  to  be  brought  forth. 
Against  whom  when  the  accusers  stood  up,  they  brought  none 
accusation  of  such  things  as  I  supposed:  but  had  certain  ques- 
tions against  him  of  their  own  superstition,  and  of  one  Jesus, 
which  was  dead,  whom  Paul  affirmed  to  be  alive.  And  because 
I  doubted  of  such  manner  of  questions,  I  asked  him  whether  he 
would  go  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  be  judged  of  these  matters. 
But  when  Paul  had  appealed  to  be  reserved  unto  the  hearing  of 
Augustus,  I  commanded  him  to  be  kept  till  I  might  send  him  to 
Caesar." 
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Then  Agrippa  said  unto  Festus,  "I  would  also  hear  the  man 
myself." 

"To-morrow/'  said  he,  "thoushalt  hear  him." 

And  on  the  morrow,  when  Agrippa  was  come,  and  Bernice, 
with  great  pomp,  and  was  entered  into  the  place  of  hearing, 
with  the  chief  captains,  and  principal  men  of  the  city,  at  Festus' 
commandment  Paul  was  brought  forth. 

And  Festus  said,  "King  Agrippa,  and  all  men  which  are  here 
present  with  us,  ye  see  this  man,  about  whom  all  the  multitude 
of  the  Jews  have  dealt  with  me,  both  at  Jerusalem,  and  also  here, 
crying  that  he  ought  not  to  live  any  longer. 

"But  when  I  found  that  he  had  committed  nothing  worthy  of 
death,  and  that  he  himself  hath  appealed  to  Augustus,  I  have  de- 
termined to  send  him,  of  whom  I  have  no  certain  thing  to  write 
unto  my  lord.  Wherefore  I  have  brought  him  forth  before  you, 
and  specially  before  thee,  O  King  Agrippa,  that,  after  examina- 
tion had,  I  might  have  somewhat  to  write.  For  it  seemeth  to  me 
unreasonable  to  send  a  prisoner,  and  not  withal  to  signify  the 
crimes  laid  against  him." 

Then  Agrippa  said  unto  Paul,  "Thou  art  permitted  to  speak 
for  thyself." 

Then  Paul  stretched  forth  the  hand,  and  answered  for  him- 
self: "I  think  myself  happy,  King  Agrippa,  because  I  shall  an- 
swer for  myself  this  day  before  thee  touching  all  the  things 
whereof  I  am  accused  of  the  Jews:  especially  because  I  know 
thee  to  be  expert  in  all  customs  and  questions  which  are  among 
the  Jews:  wherefore  I  beseech  thee  to  hear  me  patiently. 

"My  manner  of  life  from  my  youth,  which  was  at  the  first 
among  mine  own  nation  at  Jerusalem,  know  all  the  Jews;  which 
knew  me  from  the  beginning,  if  they  would  testify  that  after 
the  most  straitest  sect  of  our  religion  I  lived  a  Pharisee.  And 
now  I  stand  and  am  judged  for  the  hope  of  the  promise  made  of 
God  unto  our  fathers:  unto  which  promise  our  twelve  tribes, 
instantly  serving  God  day  and  night,  hope  to  come.  For  which 
hope's  sake,  King  Agrippa,  I  am  accused  of  the  Jews. 

"Why  should  it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible  with  you  that 
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God  should  raise  the  dead?  I  verily  thought  with  myself  that 
I  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Naz- 
areth.  Which  thing  I  also  did  in  Jerusalem:  and  many  of  the 
saints  did  I  shut  up  in  prison,  having  received  authority  from 
the  chief  priests;  and  when  they  were  put  to  death,  I  gave  my 
voice  against  them.  And  I  punished  them  oft  in  every  syna- 
gogue, and  compelled  them  to  blaspheme;  and  being  exceed- 
ingly mad  against  them,  I  persecuted  them  even  unto  strange 
cities. 

"Whereupon  as  I  went  to  Damascus  with  authority  and  com- 
mission from  the  chief  priests,  at  midday,  O  king,  I  saw  in  the 
way  a  light  from  heaven,  above  the  brightness  of  the  sun,  shining 
round  about  me  and  them  which  journeyed  with  me.  And  when 
we  were  all  fallen  to  the  earth,  I  heard  a  voice  speaking  unto  me, 
and  saying  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  'Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest 
thou  me?  it  is  hard  for  thee  to  kick  against  the  pricks.  * 

"And  I  said,  'Who  art  thou,  Lord?' 

"And  he  said,  1  am  Jesus  whom  thou  persecutest.  But  rise, 
and  stand  upon  thy  feet:  for  I  have  appeared  unto  thee  for  this 
purpose,  to  make  thee  a  minister  and  a  witness  both  of  these 
things  which  thou  hast  seen,  and  of  those  things  in  the  which  I 
will  appear  unto  thee;  delivering  thee  from  the  people,  and  from 
the  Gentiles,  unto  whom  now  I  send  thee,  to  open  their  eyes, 
and  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgiveness  of  sins,  and 
inheritance  among  them  which  are  sanctified  by  faith  that  is  in 
me.' 

"Whereupon,  O  King  Agrippa,  I  was  not  disobedient  unto 
the  heavenly  vision:  but  showed  first  unto  them  of  Damascus, 
and  at  Jerusalem,  and  throughout  all  the  coasts  of  Judasa,  and 
then  to  the  Gentiles,  that  they  should  repent  and  turn  to  God, 
and  do  works  meet  for  repentance. 

"For  these  causes  the  Jews  caught  me  in  the  temple,  and  went 
about  to  kill  me.  Having  therefore  obtained  help  of  God,  I  con- 
tinue unto  this  day,  witnessing  both  to  small  and  great,  saying 
none  other  things  than  those  which  the  prophets  and  Moses  did 
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say  should  come:  that  Christ  should  suffer,  and  that  he  should 
be  the  first  that  should  rise  from  the  dead,  and  should  show  light 
unto  the  people,  and  to  the  Gentiles/' 

And  as  he  thus  spoke  for  himself,  Festus  said  with  a  loud 
voice,  "Paul,  thou  art  beside  thyself;  much  learning  doth  make 
theemad." 

But  he  said,  "I  am  not  mad,  most  noble  Festus;  but  speak  forth 
the  words  of  truth  and  soberness.  For  the  king  knoweth  of  these 
things,  before  whom  also  I  speak  freely:  for  I  am  persuaded  that 
none  of  these  things  are  hidden  from  him;  for  this  thing  was  not 
done  in  a  corner. 

"King  Agrippa,  believest  thou  the  prophets?  I  know  that 
thou  believest." 

Then  Agrippa  said  unto  Paul,  "Almost  thou  persuadest  me  to 
be  a  Christian.  * 

And  Paul  said,  "I  would  to  God  that  not  only  thou,  but  also 
all  that  hear  me  this  day,  were  both  almost,  and  altogether  such 
as  I  am,  except  these  bonds." 

And  when  he  had  thus  spoken,  the  king  rose  up,  and  the  gov- 
ernor, and  Bernice,  and  they  that  sat  with  them:  and  when  they 
were  gone  aside,  they  talked  between  themselves,  saying,  "This 
man  doeth  nothing  worthy  of  death  or  of  bonds." 

Then  said  Agrippa  unto  Festus,  "This  man  might  have  been 
set  at  liberty,  if  he  had  not  appealed  unto  Caesar." 

Paul  Taken  to  Rome 

And  when  it  was  determined  that  we  should  sail  into  Italy, 
they  delivered  Paul  and  certain  other  prisoners  unto  one  named 
Julius,  a  centurion  of  Augustus'  band.  And  entering  into  a  ship 
of  Adramyttiuin,  we  launched,  meaning  to  sail  by  the  coasts  of 
Asia;  one  Aristarchus,  a  Macedonian  of  Thessalonica,  being  with 
us.  And  the  next  day  we  touched  at  Sidon.  And  Julius  courte- 
ously entreated  Paul,  and  gave  him  liberty  to  go  unto  his  friends 
to  refresh  himself. 

And  when  we  had  launched  from  thence,  we  sailed  under 
Cyprus,  because  the  winds  were  contrary.  And  when  we  had 
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sailed  over  the  sea  of  Cilicia  and  Pamphylia,  we  came  to  Myra, 
a  city  of  Lycia.  And  there  tke  centurion  found  a  ship  of  Alex- 
andria sailing  into  Italy;  and  he  put  us  therein.  And  when  we 
had  sailed  slowly  many  days,  and  scarce  were  come  over  against 
Cnidus,  the  wind  not  suffering  us,  we  sailed  under  Crete,  over 
against  Salmone;  and,  hardly  passing  it,  came  unto  a  place  which 
is  called  the  Fair  Havens;  nigh  whereunto  was  the  city  of  Lasea, 

Now  when  much  time  was  spent,  and  when  sailing  was  now 
dangerous,  because  the  fast  was  now  already  past,  Paul  admon- 
ished them,  and  said  unto  them,  "Sirs,  I  perceive  that  this  voy- 
age will  be  with  hurt  and  much  damage,  not  only  of  the  lading 
and  ship,  but  also  of  our  lives." 

Nevertheless  the  centurion  believed  the  master  and  the  owner 
of  the  ship  more  than  those  things  which  were  spoken  by  Paul. 
And  because  the  haven  was  not  commodious  to  winter  in,  the 
more  part  advised  to  depart  thence  also,  if  by  any  means  they 
might  attain  to  Phenice,  and  there  to  winter;  which  is  a  haven 
of  Crete,  and  lieth  toward  the  southwest  and  northwest.  And 
when  the  south  wind  blew  softly,  supposing  that  they  had  ob- 
tained their  purpose,  loosing  thence,  they  sailed  close  by  Crete. 

But  not  long  after  there  arose  against  it  a  tempestuous  wind, 
called  Euroclydon.  And  when  the  ship  was  caught,  and  could 
not  bear  up  into  the  wind,  we  let  her  drive.  And  running  under 
a  certain  island  which  is  called  Clauda,  we  had  much  work  to 
come  by  the  boat:  which  when  they  had  taken  up,  they  used 
helps,  undergirding  the  ship;  and,  fearing  lest  they  should  fall 
into  the  quicksands,  struck  sail,  and  so  were  driven.  And  we 
being  exceedingly  tossed  with  a  tempest,  the  next  day  they 
lightened  the  ship;  and  the  third  day  we  cast  out  with  our  own 
hands  the  tackling  of  the  ship.  And  when  neither  sun  nor  stars 
in  many  days  appeared,  and  no  small  tempest  lay  on  us,  all  hope 
that  we  should  be  saved  was  then  taken  away. 

But  after  long  abstinence  Paul  stood  forth  in  the  midst  of 
them,  and  said,  "Sirs,  ye  should  have  hearkened  unto  me,  and 
not  have  loosed  from  Crete,  and  to  have  gained  this  harm  and 
loss.  And  now  I  exhort  you  to  be  of  good  cheer:  for  there  shall 
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be  no  loss  of  any  man's  life  among  you,  but  of  the  ship.  For 
there  stood  by  me  this  night  the  angel  of  God,  whose  I  am,  and 
whom  I  serve,  saying,  Tear  not,  Paul;  thou  must  be  brought 
before  Cassar:  and,  lo,  God  hath  given  thee  all  them  that  sail 
with  thee. ' 

"Wherefore,  sirs,  be  of  good  cheer:  for  I  believe  God,  that  it 
shall  be  even  as  it  was  told  me.  Howbeit  we  must  be  cast  upon 
a  certain  island." 

But  when  the  fourteenth  night  was  come,  as  we  were  driven 
up  and  down  in  Adria,  about  midnight  the  shipmen  deemed 
that  they  drew  near  to  some  country;  and  sounded,  and  found 
it  twenty  fathoms:  and  when  they  had  gone  a  little  further,  they 
sounded  again,  and  found  it  fifteen  fathoms.  Then  fearing  lest 
we  should  have  fallen  upon  rocks,  they  cast  four  anchors  out  of 
the  stern,  and  wished  for  the  day. 

And  as  the  shipmen  were  about  to  flee  out  of  the  ship,  when 
they  had  let  down  the  boat  into  the  sea,  under  colour  as  though 
they  would  have  cast  anchors  out  of  the  foreship,  Paul  said  to 
the  centurion  and  to  the  soldiers,  "Except  these  abide  in  the 
ship,  ye  cannot  be  saved." 

Then  the  soldiers  cut  off  the  ropes  of  the  boat,  and  let  her  fall 
off.  And  while  the  day  was  coming  on,  Paul  besought  them 
all  to  take  meat,  saying,  "This  day  is  the  fourteenth  day  that 
ye  have  tarried  and  continued  fasting,  having  taken  nothing. 
Wherefore  I  pray  you  to  take  some  meat:  for  this  is  for  your 
health:  for  there  shall  not  a  hair  fall  from  the  head  of  any  of  you." 

And  when  he  had  thus  spoken,  he  took  bread,  and  gave  thanks 
to  God  in  presence  of  them  all:  and  when  he  had  broken  it,  he 
began  to  eat.  Then  were  they  all  of  good  cheer,  and  they  also 
took  some  meat.  And  we  were  in  all  in  the  ship  two  hundred 
threescore  and  sixteen  souls. 

And  when  they  had  eaten  enough,  they  lightened  the  ship, 
and  cast  out  the  wheat  into  the  sea.  And  when  it  was  day,  they 
knew  not  the  land:  but  they  discovered  a  certain  creek  with  a 
shore,  into  the  which  they  were  minded,  if  it  were  possible,  to 
thrust  in  the  ship.  And  when  they  had  taken  up  the  anchors,  they 
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committed  themselves  unto  the  sea,  and  loosed  the  rudder  bands, 
and  hoisted  up  the  mainsail  to  the  wind,  and  made  toward  shore. 
And  falling  into  a  place  where  two  seas  met,  they  ran  the  ship 
aground;  and  the  forepart  stuck  fast,  and  remained  unmoveable, 
but  the  hinder  part  was  broken  with  the  violence  of  the  waves. 
And  the  soldiers'  counsel  was  to  kill  the  prisoners,  lest  any  of 
them  should  swim  out,  and  escape.  But  the  centurion,  willing  to 
save  Paul,  kept  them  from  their  purpose;  and  commanded  that 
they  which  could  swim  should  cast  themselves  first  into  the 
sea,  and  get  to  land:  and  the  rest,  some  on  boards,  and  some  on 
broken  pieces  of  the  ship.  And  so  it  came  to  pass,  that  they  es- 
caped all  safe  to  land. 

And  when  they  were  escaped,  then  they  knew  that  the  island 
was  called  Melita.  And  the  barbarous  people  showed  us  no  little 
kindness:  for  they  kindled  a  fire,  and  received  us  every  one,  be- 
cause of  the  present  rain,  and  because  of  the  cold.  And  when 
Paul  had  gathered  a  bundle  of  sticks,  and  laid  them  on  the  fire, 
there  came  a  viper  out  of  the  heat,  and  fastened  on  his  hand. 
And  when  the  barbarians  saw  the  venomous  beast  hang  on  his 
hand,  they  said  among  themselves,  "No  doubt  this  man  is  a  mur- 
derer, whom,  though  he  hath  escaped  the  sea,  yet  vengeance 
suffer eth  not  to  live."  And  he  shook  off  the  beast  into  the  fire, 
and  felt  no  harm.  Howbeit  they  looked  when  he  should  have 
swollen,  or  fallen  down  dead  suddenly:  but  after  they  had  looked 
a  great  while,  and  saw  no  harm  come  to  him,  they  changed  their 
minds,  and  said  that  he  was  a  god. 

In  the  same  quarters  were  possessions  of  the  chief  man  of  the 
island,  whose  name  was  Publius;  who  received  us,  and  lodged 
us  three  days  courteously.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  father 
of  Publius  lay  sick  of  a  fever  and  of  a  bloody  flux:  to  whom  Paul 
entered  in,  and  prayed,  and  laid  his  hands  on  him,  and  healed 
him.  So  when  this  was  done,  others  also,  which  had  diseases  in 
the  island,  came,  and  were  healed:  who  also  honoured  us  with 
many  honours;  and  when  we  departed,  they  laded  us  with  such 
things  as  were  necessary. 

And  after  three  months  we  departed  in  a  ship  of  Alexandria, 
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which  had  wintered  in  the  isle,  whose  sign  was  Castor  and 
Pollux.  And  landing  at  Syracuse,  we  tarried  there  three  days. 
And  from  thence  we  fetched  a  compass,  and  came  to  Rhegium: 
and  after  one  day  the  south  wind  blew,  and  we  came  the  next 
day  to  Puteoli:  where  we  found  brethren,  and  were  desired  to 
tarry  with  them  seven  days:  and  so  we  went  toward  Rome. 
And  from  thence,  when  the  brethren  heard  of  us,  they  came  to 
meet  us  as  far  as  Forum  Appii,  and  the  Three  Taverns:  whom 
when  Paul  saw,  he  thanked  God,  and  took  courage. 

And  when  we  came  to  Rome,  the  centurion  delivered  the 
prisoners  to  the  captain  of  the  guard:  but  Paul  was  suffered  to 
dwell  by  himself  with  a  soldier  that  kept  him.  And  Paul  dwelt 
two  whole  years  in  his  own  hired  house,  and  received  all  that 
came  in  unto  him,  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  teaching 
those  things  which  concern  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  with  all  con- 
fidence, no  man  forbidding  him. 
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TO  THE  THESSALONIANS.  I 

No  OTHER  LETTERS  ever  written  have  begun  to  have  the  influence 
of  those  produced  by  Paul  of  Tarsus  as  an  adjund  of  Us  -missionary  la- 
tors;  composed  to  meet  the  specific  needs  of  particular  congregations  es- 
tablished by  kirn,  occasional  in  tkeir  utterance,  adapted  to  local  times  and 
places,  they  nevertheless  often  touched  upon  themes  of  suck  universal  re- 
ligious influence  and  treated  them  in  so  profound  a  manner — yet  always 
with  the  special  organisation  of  tke  church  in  mind — that  they  became 
the  prime  faftor  in  tke  development  of  loth  the  inner  and  outer  aspects  of 
Christianity  as  at  once  a  suljedive  attitude  of  spirit  and  an  ofyedwe  in- 
stitution. In  spite  of  being  rather  labored,  Paul's  literary  style  was  egual 
to  tke  expression  of  a  great  variety  of  moods,  ranging  tkrough  emotional 
tenderness,  passionate  inveflive,  eloquent  persuasion,  and  cool  logical  rea- 
soning. His  rabbinical  training  is  evident  in  his  Scriptural  learning  and 
in  the  argumentative  form  of  his  discourses  with  their  frequent  use  of 
rhetorical  questions,  striking  antitheses,  and  legal  illustrations. 

Tke  letters  were  written  between  50  A.D.  and  70  A.D.  when  Paul 
could  speak  luitk  authority  as  tke  foremost  Christian  missionary.  In  tke 
earliest  of  them,  written  to  the  members  of  the  church  whick  ke  had 
founded  in  Thessalonica,  he  reveals  the  importance  tkat  tke  idea  of  tke 
second  cowing  of  Christ  kad  for  kim  as  for  all  the  Christians  of  his  era, 
cxpeding  as  tkey  did  that  tkis  great  event  would  occur  within  their  own 
lifetime.  Gradually,  however,  as  tke  years  passed,  it  came  to  have  a  less 
prominent  place  in  Paul's  teaching,  as  tke  hope  of  the  second  coming  be- 
came more  and  more  transmitted  into  tke  almost  equally  consolatory  doc- 
trine of  personal  immortality. 
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TO  THE  THESSALONIANS.  I 

Unto  the  church  of  the  <Thessalonians  which  is  in  God  the  Father  and 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ: 

Grace  J?e  unto  you,  and  yeace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  the  Lord 
]esus  Christ. 

~\1£  TE  GIVE  THANK:S  to  God  always  for  you  all,  making  mention 
VV  of  you  in  our  prayers;  remembering  without  ceasing  your 
work  of  faith,  and  labour  of  love,  and  patience  of  hope  in  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  sight  of  God  and  our  Father;  knowing, 
brethren  beloved,  your  election  of  God.  For  our  gospel  came 
not  unto  you  in  word  only,  but  also  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  in  much  assurance;  as  ye  know  what  manner  of  men 
we  were  among  you  for  your  sake.  And  ye  became  followers  of 
us,  and  of  the  Lord,  having  received  the  word  in  much  affliction, 
with  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  so  that  ye  were  examples  to  all 
that  believe  in  Macedonia  and  Achaia.  For  from  you  sounded 
out  the  word  of  the  Lord  not  only  in  Macedonia  and  Achaia, 
but  also  in-every  place  your  faith  to  God-ward  is  spread  abroad; 
so  that  we  need  not  to  speak  any  thing.  For  they  themselves 
show  of  us  what  manner  of  entering  in  we  had  unto  you,  and 
how  ye  turned  to  God  from  idols  to  serve  the  living  and  true 
God;  and  to  wait  for  his  Son  from  heaven,  whom  he  raised  from 
the  dead,  even  Jesus,  which  delivered  us  from  the  wrath  to  come. 
For  yourselves,  brethren,  know  our  entrance  in  unto  you,  that 
it  was  not  in  vain:  but  even  after  that  we  had  suffered  before, 
and  were  shamefully  entreated,  as  ye  know,  at  Philippi,  we 
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were  bold  in  our  God  to  speak  unto  you  the  gospel  of  God  with 
much  contention.  For  our  exhortation  was  not  of  deceit,  nor  of 
uncleanness,  nor  in  guile:  but  as  we  were  allowed  of  God  to  be 
put  in  trust  with  the  gospel,  even  so  we  speak;  not  as  pleasing 
men,  but  God,  which  trieth  our  hearts.  For  neither  at  any  time 
used  we  flattering  words,  as  ye  know,  nor  a  cloak  of  covetous- 
ness;  God  is  witness:  nor  of  men  sought  we  glory,  neither  of 
you,  nor  yet  of  others,  when  we  might  have  been  burdensome, 
as  the  apostles  of  Christ.  But  we  were  gentle  among  you,  even 
as  a  nurse  cherisheth  her  children:  so  being  affectionately  de- 
sirous of  you,  we  were  willing  to  have  imparted  unto  you,  not 
the  gospel  of  God  only,  but  also  our  own  souls,  because  ye  were 
dear  unto  us.  For  ye  remember,  brethren,  our  labour  and  travail: 
for  labouring  night  and  day,  because  we  would  not  be  charge- 
able unto  any  of  you,  we  preached  unto  you  the  gospel  of  God. 
Ye  are  witnesses,  and  God  also,  how  holily  and  justly  and  un- 
blameably  we  behaved  ourselves  among  you  that  believe:  as  ye 
know  how  we  exhorted  and  comforted  and  charged  every  one 
of  you,  as  a  father  doth  his  children,  that  ye  would  walk  worthy 
of  God,  who  hath  called  you  unto  his  kingdom  and  glory.  For 
this  cause  also  thank  we  God  without  ceasing,  because,  when 
ye  received  the  word  of  God  which  ye  heard  of  us,  ye  received 
it  not  as  the  word  of  men,  but  as  it  is  in  truth,  the  word  of  God, 
which  effectually  worketh  also  in  you  that  believe.  For  ye, 
brethren,  became  followers  of  the  churches  of  God  which  in 
Judaea  are  in  Christ  Jesus:  for  ye  also  have  suffered  like  things  of 
your  own  countrymen,  even  as  they  have  of  the  Jews:  who  both 
killed  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  their  own  prophets,  and  have  per- 
secuted us;  and  they  please  not  God,  and  are  contrary  to  all 
men,  forbidding  us  to  speak  to  the  Gentiles  that  they  might  be 
saved,  to  fill  up  their  sins  always:  for  the  wrath  is  come  upon 
them  to  the  uttermost. 

But  we,  brethren,  being  taken  from  you  for  a  short  time  in 
presence,  not  in  heart,  endeavoured  the  more  abundantly  to  see 
your  face  with  great  desire.  Wherefore  we  would  have  come 
unto  you,  even  I  Paul,  once  and  again;  but  Satan  hindered  us. 
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For  what  is  our  hope,  or  joy,  or  crown  of  rejoicing?  Are  not 
even  ye  in  the  presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  his  coming? 
For  ye  are  our  glory  and  joy. 

Wherefore  when  we  could  no  longer  forbear,  we  thought  it 
good  to  be  left  at  Athens  alone;  and  sent  Timotheus,  our  brother, 
and  minister  of  God,  and  our  fellowlabourer  in  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  to  establish  you,  and  to  comfort  you  concerning  your 
faith:  that  no  man  should  be  moved  by  these  afflictions:  for  your- 
selves know  that  we  are  appointed  thereunto.  For  verily,  when 
we  were  with  you,  we  told  you  before  that  we  should  suffer 
tribulation;  even  as  it  came  to  pass,  and  ye  know.  For  this  cause, 
when  I  could  no  longer  forbear,  I  sent  to  know  your  faith,  lest  by 
some  means  the  tempter  have  tempted  you,  and  our  labour  be  in 
vain.  But  now  when  Timotheus  came  from  you  unto  us,  and 
brought  us  good  tidings  of  your  faith  and  charity,  and  that  ye 
have  good  remembrance  of  us  always,  desiring  greatly  to  see  us, 
as  we  also  to  see  you:  therefore,  brethren,  we  were  comforted 
over  you  in  all  our  affliction  and  distress  by  your  faith:  for  now 
we  live,  if  ye  stand  fast  in  the  Lord.  For  what  thanks  can  we 
render  to  God  again  for  you,  for  all  the  joy  wherewith  we  joy 
for  your  sakes  before  our  God,  night  and  day  praying  exceed- 
ingly that  we  might  see  your  face,  and  might  perfect  that  which 
is  lacking  in  your  faith? 

Now  God  himself  and  our  Father,  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
direct  our  way  unto  you.  And  the  Lord  make  you  to  increase 
and  abound  in  love  one  toward  another,  and  toward  all  men, 
even  as  we  do  toward  you,  to  the  end  he  may  establish  your 
hearts  unblamable  in  holiness  before  God,  even  our  Father,  at 
the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  all  his  saints.  Further- 
more then  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  and  exhort  you  by  the  Lord 
Jesus,  that  as  ye  have  received  of  us  how  ye  ought  to  walk  and  to 
please  God,  so  ye  would  abound  more  and  more.  For  ye  know 
what  commandments  we  gave  you  by  the  Lord  Jesus.  For  this 
is  the  will  of  God,  even  your  sanctification,  that  ye  should  ab- 
stain from  fornication;  that  every  one  of  you  should  know  how 
to  possess  his  vessel  in  sanctification  and  honour,  not  in,  the  lust 
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of  concupiscence,  even  as  the  Gentiles  which  know  not  God; 
that  no  man  go  beyond  and  defraud  his  brother  in  any  matter: 
because  that  the  Lord  is  the  avenger  of  all  such,  as  we  also  have 
forewarned  you  and  testified.  For  God  hath  not  called  us  unto 
uncleanness,  but  unto  holiness.  He  therefore  that  despiseth,  de- 
spiseth  not  man,  but  God,  who  hath  also  given  unto  us  his  holy 
Spirit. 

But  as  touching  brotherly  love  ye  need  not  that  I  write  unto 
you:  for  ye  yourselves  are  taught  of  God  to  love  one  another. 
And  indeed  ye  do  it  toward  all  the  brethren  which  are  in  all 
Macedonia:  but  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  that  ye  increase  more 
and  more,  and  that  ye  study  to  be  quiet,  and  to  do  your  own 
business,  and  to  work  with  your  own  hands,  as  we  commanded 
you;  that  ye  may  walk  honestly  toward  them  that  are  without, 
and  that  ye  may  have  lack  of  nothing. 

But  I  would  not  have  you  to  be  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning 
them  which  are  asleep,  that  ye  sorrow  not,  even  as  others  which 
have  no  hope.  For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again, 
even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with 
him.  For  this  we  say  unto  you  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  we 
which  are  alive  and  remain  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord  shall 
not  prevent  them  which  are  asleep.  For  the  Lord  himself  shall 
descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout,  with  the  voice  of  the  arch- 
angel, and  with  the  trump  of  God:  and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall 
rise  first.  Then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain  shall  be  caught  up 
together  with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air: 
and  so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord.  Wherefore  comfort  one 
another  with  these  words. 

But  of  the  times  and  the  seasons,  brethren,  ye  have  no  need 
that  I  write  unto  you.  For  yourselves  know  perfectly  that  the 
day  of  the  Lord  so  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night.  For  when  they 
shall  say,  "Peace  and  safety";  then  sudden  destruction  cometh 
upon  them,  as  travail  upon  a  woman  with  child;  and  they  shall 
not  escape.  But  ye,  brethren,  are  not  in  darkness,  that  that  day 
should  overtake  you  as  a  thief.  Ye  are  all  the  children  of  light, 
and  the  children  of  the  day:  we  are  not  of  the  night,  nor  of  dark- 
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ness.  Therefore  let  us  not  sleep,  as  do  others;  but  let  us  watch 
and  be  sober.  For  they  that  sleep  sleep  in  the  night;  and  they 
that  be  drunken  are  drunken  in  the  night.  But  let  us,  who  are  of 
the  day,  be  sober,  putting  on  the  breastplate  of  faith  and  love; 
and  for  a  helmet,  the  hope  of  salvation.  For  God  hath  not  ap- 
pointed us  to  wrath,  but  to  obtain  salvation  by  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  died  for  us,  that,  whether  we  wake  or  sleep,  we 
should  live  together  with  him.  Wherefore  comfort  yourselves 
together,  and  edify  one  another,  even  as  also  ye  do. 

And  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them  which  labour 
among  you,  and  are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonish  you; 
and  to  esteem  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  work's  sake. 
And  be  at  peace  among  yourselves.  Now  we  exhort  you,  breth- 
ren, warn  them  that  are  unruly,  comfort  the  feebleminded,  sup- 
port the  weak,  be  patient  toward  all  men.  See  that  none  render 
evil  for  evil  unto  any  man;  but  ever  follow  that  which  is  good, 
both  among  yourselves,  and  to  all  men.  Rejoice  evermore.  Pray 
without  ceasing.  In  every  thing  give  thanks:  for  this  is  the  will 
of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  concerning  you.  Quench  not  the  Spirit. 
Despise  not  prophesyings.  Prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which 
is  good.  Abstain  from  all  appearance  of  evil.  And  the  very  God 
of  peace  sanctify  you  wholly;  and  I  pray  God  your  whole  spirit 
and  soul  and  body  be  preserved  blameless  unto  the  coming  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Faithful  is  he  that  calleth  you,  who  also 
will  do  it.  Brethren,  pray  for  us.  Greet  all  the  brethren  with  a 
holy  kiss.  I  charge  you  by  the  Lord  that  this  epistle  be  read  unto 
all  the  holy  brethren.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be 
with  you.  Amen. 

PAUL,  AND  SlLVANUS,   AND  TlMOTHEXJS 
ATHENS 


THE  LETTERS  OF  PAUL: 
TO  THE  THESSALONIANS.  II 

IN  HIS  SECOND  LETTER  to  the  Thessalonians,  Paul  went  further  into 
the  question  of  the  second  coming  and  showed  that  it  could  not  already 
have  occurred,  as  some  contended,  because  according  to  the  teachings  of 
Jesus,  as  these  u>ere  traditionally  understood,  it  must  fee  preceded  by  the 
reign  of  Antichrist  who  had  not  yet  appeared.  The  discussion  is  interest- 
ing as  a  revelation  of  the  dogmatic  and  dodrinal  character  intrinsic  in 
Paul's  Christianity  tending  somewhat  to  neutralise  its  strong  ethical 
bent  and  literal  spirit. 


[  -1109] 


The  Letters  of 


TO  THE  THESSALONIANS.  II 

Unto  the  church  of  the  Thessalonians  in  God  our  Father  and  the 
Lonl  Jems  Christ: 

Grace  unto  ;you,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

WE  ARE  BOUND  to  thank  God  always  for  you,  brethren,  as  it 
is  meet,  because  that  your  faith  groweth  exceedingly,  and 
the  charity  of  every  one  of  you  all  toward  each  other  aboundeth, 
so  that  we  ourselves  glory  in  you  in  the  churches  of  God  for 
your  patience  and  faith  in  all  your  persecutions  and  tribulations 
that  ye  endure:  which  is  a  manifest  token  of  the  righteous  judg- 
ment of  God,  that  ye  may  be  counted  worthy  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  for  which  ye  also  suffer:  seeing  it  is  a  righteous  thing  with 
God  to  recompense  tribulation  to  them  that  trouble  you,  and  to 
you  who  are  troubled  rest  with  us,  when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  be 
revealed  from  heaven  with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire  tak- 
ing vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not 
the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  who  shall  be  punished  with 
everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from 
the  glory  of  his  power,  when  he  shall  come  to  be  glorified  in  his 
saints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that  believe  (because  our 
testimony  among  you  was  believed)  in  that  day.  Wherefore 
also  we  pray  always  for  you,  that  our  God  would  count  you 
worthy  of  this  calling,  and  fulfil  all  the  good  pleasure  of  his 
goodness,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power,  that  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  may  be  glorified  in  you,  and  ye  in 
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him,  according  to  the  grace  of  our  God  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

Now  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  by  our  gathering  together  unto  him,  that  ye 
be  not  soon  shaken  in  mind,  or  be  troubled,  neither  by  spirit, 
nor  by  word,  nor  by  letter  as  from  us,  as  that  the  day  of  Christ 
is  at  hand.  Let  no  man  deceive  you  by  any  means:  for  that  day 
shall  not  come,  except  there  come  a  falling  away  first,  and  that 
man  of  sin  be  revealed,  the  son  of  perdition,  who  opposeth  and 
exalteth  himself  above  all  that  is  called  God,  or  that  is  wor- 
shipped; so  that  he  as  God  sitteth  in  the  temple  of  God,  show- 
ing himself  that  he  is  God.  Remember  ye  not  that,  when  I  was 
yet  with  you,  I  told  you  these  things?  And  now  ye  know  what 
withholdeth  that  he  might  be  revealed  in  his  time.  For  the  mys- 
tery of  iniquity  doth  already  work:  only  he  who  now  letteth 
will  let,  until  he  be  taken  out  of  the  way.  And  then  shall  that 
Wicked  be  revealed,  whom  the  Lord  shall  consume  with  the 
spirit  of  his  mouth,  and  shall  destroy  with  the  brightness  of  his 
coming:  even  him,  whose  coming  is  after  the  working  of  Satan 
with  all  power  and  signs  and  lying  wonders,  and  with  all  de- 
ceivableness  of  unrighteousness  in  them  that  perish;  because 
they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they  might  be  saved. 
And  for  this  cause  God  shall  send  them  strong  delusion,  that 
they  should  believe  a  lie:  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who 
believed  not  the  truth,  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness. 

But  we  are  bound  to  give  thanks  alway  to  God  for  you,  breth- 
ren beloved  of  the  Lord,  because  God  hath  from  the  beginning 
chosen  you  to  salvation  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and 
belief  of  the  truth:  whereunto  he  called  you  by  our  gospel,  to 
the  obtaining  of  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore, 
brethren,  stand  fast,  and  hold  the  traditions  which  ye  have  been 
taught,  whether  by  word,  or  our  epistle.  Now  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  himself,  and  God,  even  our  Father,  which  hath  loved  us, 
and  hath  given  us  everlasting  consolation  and  good  hope  through 
grace,  comfort  your  hearts,  and  establish  you  in  every  good  word 
and  work. 

[llll] 


THE  LETTERS  OF  PAUL 

The  salutation  of  Paul  with  mine  own  hand,  which  is  the 
token  in  every  epistle:  so  I  write.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  te  with  you  all.  Amen. 

PAUL,   AND   SlLVANUS,  AND   TlMOTHEUS 
ATHENS 
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TO  THE  GALATIANS 

PAUL'S  LIBERALISM  appears  at  its  lest  in  his  letter  to  the  Galatians, 
termed,  "by  Professor  Edgar].  Goodspeed  "a  charter  of  religious  freedom." 
Its  immediate  occasion  was  the  backsliding  of  the  churches  founded  by 
him  in  the  cities  of  Galatia  which  under  the,  influence  of  other  teachers 
had  reverted  to  a  narrow  ]udaizing  insistence  upon  the  ceremonial  side  of 
the  Mosaic  law.  Paul  realized  clearly  that  this  tendency,  if  allowed  to 
develop ,  would  make  Christianity  into  a  local  Jewish  heresy  instead  of 
the  world  religion  which  he  conceived  it  to  be.  Hence  the  energy  of  his 
denunciation,  rivaling  the  utterance  of  the  Old  Testament  prophets  in  its 
contempt  for  empty  forms  and  ritual. 
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TO  THE  GALATIANS 

Paul,  an  apostle  (not  of  men,  neither  by  man,  but  Ivy  Jesus  Christ, 
and  God  the  Father,  who  raised  him  from  the  dead) ;  and  all  the  breth- 
ren which  are  with  me, 

Unto  the  churches  of  Galatia: 

Grace  be  to  you  and  peace  from  God  the  Father,  and  from  our  Lord 
]esus  Christ,  who  gave  himself  for  our  sins,  that  he  might  deliver  us 
from  this  present  evil  world,  according  to  the  will  of  God  and  our  Fa- 
ther: to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

I  MARVEL  THAT  YE  ARE  so  soonremoved  from  him  that  called  you 
into  the  grace  of  Christ  unto  another  gospel:  which  is  not 
another;  but  there  be  some  that  trouble  you,  and  would  pervert 
the  gospel  of  Christ.  But  though  we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven, 
preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you  than  that  which  we  have 
preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed.  As  we  said  before,  so 
say  I  now  again,  "If  any  man  preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you 
than  that  ye  have  received,  let  him  be  accursed."  For  do  I  now 
persuade  men,  or  God?  or  do  I  seek  to  please  men?  for  if  I  yet 
pleased  men,  I  should  not  be  the  servant  of  Christ.  But  I  certify 
you,  brethren,  that  the  gospel  which  was  preached  of  me  is  not 
after  man.  For  I  neither  received  it  of  man,  neither  was  I  taught 
it,  but  by  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ. 

For  ye  have  heard  of  my  conversation  in  time  past  in  the 
Jews'  religion,  how  that  beyond  measure  I  persecuted  the  church 
of  God,  and  wasted  it:  and  profited  in  the  Jews'  religion  above 
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many  my  equals  in  mine  own  nation,  being  more  exceedingly 
zealous  of  the  traditions  of  my  fathers.  But  when  it  pleased  God, 
who  separated  me  from  my  mother's  womb,  and  called  me  by 
his  grace,  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me,  that  I  might  preach  him  among 
the  heathen;  immediately  I  conferred  not  with  flesh  and  blood: 
neither  went  I  up  to  Jerusalem  to  them  which  were  apostles  be- 
fore  me;  but  I  went  into  Arabia,  and  returned  again  unto  Da- 
mascus. Then  after  three  years  I  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  see 
Peter,  and  abode  with  him  fifteen  days.  But  other  of  the  apostles 
saw  I  none,  save  James  the  Lord's  brother.  Now  the  things  which 
I  write  unto  you,  behold,  before  God,  I  lie  not.  Afterwards  I 
came  into  the  regions  of  Syria  and  Cilicia;  and  was  unknown 
by  face  unto  the  churches  of  Judaea  which  were  in  Christ:  but 
they  had  heard  only  that  he  which  persecuted  us  in  times  past 
now  preacheth  the  faith  which  once  he  destroyed.  And  they 
glorified  God  in  me. 

Then  fourteen  years  after  I  went  up  again  to  Jerusalem  with 
Barnabas,  and  took  Titus  with  me  also.  And  I  went  up  by  rev- 
elation, and  communicated  unto  them  that  gospel  which  I  preach 
among  the  Gentiles,  but  privately  to  them  which  were  of  rep- 
utation, lest  by  any  means  I  should  run,  or  had  run,  in  vain.  But 
neither  Titus,  who  was  with  me,  being  a  Greek,  was  compelled 
to  be  circumcised:  and  that  because  of  false  brethren  unawares 
brought  in,  who  came  in  privily  to  spy  out  our  liberty  which  we 
have  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  they  might  bring  us  into  bondage:  to 
whom  we  gave  place  by  subjection,  no,  not  for  an  hour;  that  the 
truth  of  the  gospel  might  continue  with  you.  But  of  these  who 
seemed  to  be  somewhat  (whatsoever  they  were,  it  maketh  no 
matter  to  me:  God  accepteth  no  man's  person):  for  they  who 
seemed  to  be  somewhat  in  conference  added  nothing  to  me:  but 
contrariwise,  when  they  saw  that  the  gospel  of  the  uncircum- 
cision  was  committed  unto -me,  as  the  gospel  of  the  circumci- 
sion was  unto  Peter  (for  he  that  wrought  effectually  in  Peter 
to  the  apostleship  of  the  circumcision,  the  same  was  mighty  in 
me  toward  the  Gentiles):  and  when  James,  Cephas,  and  John, 


THE  LETTERS  OF  PAUL 

who  seemed  to  be  pillars,  perceived  the  grace  that  was  given 
unto  me,  they  gave  to  me  and  Barnabas  the  right  hands  of  fellow- 
ship; that  we  should  go  unto  the  heathen,  and  they  unto  the  cir- 
cumcision. Only  they  would  that  we  should  remember  the  poor; 
the  same  which  I  also  was  forward  to  do. 

But  when  Peter  was  come  to  Antioch,  I  withstood  him  to  the 
face,  because  he  was  to  be  blamed.  For  before  that  certain  came 
from  James,  he  did  eat  with  the  Gentiles:  but  when  they  were 
come,  he  withdrew  and  separated  himself,  fearing  them  which 
were  of  the  circumcision.  And  the  other  Jews  dissembled  like- 
wise with  him;  insomuch  that  Barnabas  also  was  carried  away 
with  their  dissimulation.  But  when  I  saw  that  they  walked  not 
uprightly  according  to  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  I  said  unto  Peter 
before  them  all,  "If  thou,  being  a  Jew,  livest  after  the  manner  of 
Gentiles,  and  not  as  do  the  Jews,  why  compellest  thouthe  Gen- 
tiles to  live  as  do  the  Jews?" 

We  who  are  Jews  by  nature,  and  not  sinners  of  the  Gentiles, 
knowing  that  a  man  is  not  justified  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but 
by  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  even  we  have  believed  in  Jesus 
Christ,  that  we  might  be  justified  by  the  faith  of  Christ,  and 
not  by  the  works  of  the  law:  for  by  the  works  of  the  law  shall 
no  flesh  be  justified.  But  if,  while  we  seek  to  be  justified  by 
Christ,  we  ourselves  also  are  found  sinners,  is  therefore  Christ 
the  minister  of  sin?  God  forbid.  For  if  I  build  again  the  things 
which  I  destroyed,  I  make  myself  a  transgressor.  For  I  through 
the  law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God,  I  am 
crucified  with  Christ:  nevertheless  I  live;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ 
liveth  in  me:  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live  by 
the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for 
me.  I  do  not  frustrate  the  grace  of  God:  for  if  righteousness  come 
by  the  law,  then  Christ  is  dead  in  vain. 

O  foolish  Galatians,  who  hath  bewitched  you,  that  ye  should 
not  obey  the  truth,  before  whose  eyes  Jesus  Christ  hath  been 
evidently  set  forth,  crucified  among  you?  This  only  would  I  learn 
of  you:  received  ye  the  Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by 
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the  hearing  of  faith?  Are  ye  so  foolish?  having  begun  in  the  Spirit, 
are  ye  now  made  perfect  by  the  flesh?  Have  ye  suffered  so  many 
things  in  vain?  if  it  be  yet  in  vain.  He  therefore  that  ministereth 
to  you  the  Spirit,  and  worketh  miracles  among  you,  doeth  he  it 
by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith? 

Even  as  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  accounted  to 
him  for  righteousness.  Know  ye  therefore  that  they  which  are 
of  faith,  the  same  are  the  children  of  Abraham.  And  the  scrip- 
ture, foreseeing  that  God  would  justify  the  heathen  through 
faith,  preached  before  the  gospel  unto  Abraham,  saying,  'In 
thee  shall  all  nations  be  blessed."  So  then  they  which  be  of 
faith  are  blessed  with  faithful  Abraham.  Now  to  Abraham  and 
his  seed  were  the  promises  made.  He  saith  not,  "And  to  seeds," 
as  of  many;  but  as  of  one,  "And  to  thy  seed/'  which  is  Christ. 
And  this  I  say,  that  the  covenant,  that  was  confirmed  before  of 
God  in  Christ,  the  law,  which  was  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years  after,  cannot  disannul,  that  it  should  make  the  promise  of 
none  effect.  For  if  the  inheritance  be  of  the  law,  it  is  no  more  of 
promise:  but  God  gave  it  to  Abraham  by  promise. 

But  before  faith  came,  we  were  kept  under  the  law,  shut  up 
unto  the  faith  which  should  afterwards  be  revealed.  Wherefore 
the  law  was  our  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto  Christ,  that  we 
might  be  justified  by  faith.  But  after  that  faith  is  come,  we  are 
no  longer  under  a  schoolmaster. 

For  ye  are  all  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus. 
For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into  Christ  have  put 
on  Christ.  There  is  neither  "Jew"  nor  "Greek,"  there  is  neither 
"bond"  nor  "free,"  there  is  neither  "male"  nor  "female":  for  ye 
are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  if  ye  be  Christ's,  then  are  ye 
Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  promise. 

For  it  is  written  that  Abraham  had  two  sons,  the  one  by  a 
bondmaid,  the  other  by  a  freewoman.  But  he  who  was  of  the 
bondwoman  was  born  after  the  flesh;  but  he  of  the  freewoman 
was  by  promise.  Which  things  are  an  allegory:  for  these  are  the 
two  covenants;  the  one  from  the  Mount  Sinai,  which  gendereth 
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to  bondage,  which  is  Agar.  For  this  Agar  is  Mount  Sinai  in 
Arabia,  and  answereth  to  Jerusalem  which  now  is,  and  is  in 
bondage  with  her  children.  But  Jerusalem  which  is  above  is  free, 
which  is  the  mother  of  us  all.  For  it  is  written, 

"Rejoice,  thou  larren  that  I  canst  not; 
Break  forth  and  cry,  thou  that  travailest  not: 
For  the  desolate  hath  many  more  children  than  she 
which  hath  a  husband." 

Now  we,  brethren,  as  Isaac  was,  are  the  children  of  promise. 
But  as  then  he  that  was  born  after  the  flesh  persecuted  him  that 
was  bom  after  the  Spirit,  even  so  it  is  now.  Nevertheless  what 
saith  the  scripture?  Cast  out  the  bondwoman  and  her  son:  for 
the  son  of  the  bondwoman  shall  not  be  heir  with  the  son  of  the 
freewoman.  So  then,  brethren,  we  are  not  children  of  the  bond- 
woman, but  of  the  free. 

For,  brethren,  ye  have  been  called  unto  liberty;  only  use  not 
liberty  for  an  occasion  to  the  flesh,  but  by  love  serve  one 
another.  For  all  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  one  word,  even  in  this: 
"Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself."  But  if  ye  bite  and 
devour  one  another,  take  heed  that  ye  be  not  consumed  one  of 
another. 

This  I  say  then:  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  shall  not  fulfil  the 
lust  of  the  flesh.  For  the  flesh  lusteth  against  the  Spirit,  and  the 
Spirit  against  the  flesh:  and  these  are  contrary  the  one  to  the 
other:  so  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye  would.  But  if  ye 
be  led  of  the  Spirit,  ye  are  not  under  the  law. 

Now  the  works  of  the  flesh  are  manifest,  which  are  these:  adul- 
tery, fornication,  uncleanness,  lasciviousness,  idolatry,  witch- 
craft, hatred,  variance,  emulations,  wrath,  strife,  seditions,  her- 
esies, envyings,  murders,  drunkenness,  revellings,  and  such  like: 
of  the  which  I  tell  you  before,  as  I  have  also  told  you  in  time 
past,  that  they  which  do  such  things  shall  not  inherit  the  king- 
dom of  God 

[1118] 


THE  LETTERS  OF  PAUL 

But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering, 
gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance:  against  such 
there  is  no  law.  And  they  that  are  Christ's  have  crucified  the 
flesh  with  the  affections  and  lusts.  If  we  live  in  the  Spirit,  let 
us  also  walk  in  the  Spirit.  Let  us  not  be  desirous  of  vain  glory, 
provoking  one  another,  envying  one  another. 

Brethren,  if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  ye  which  are  spirit- 
ual, restore  such  a  one  in  the  spirit  of  meekness;  considering  thy- 
self, lest  thou  also  be  tempted.  Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens, 
and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ.  For  if  a  man  think  himself  to  be 
something,  when  he  is  nothing,  he  deceiveth  himself.  But  let 
every  man  prove  his  own  work,  and  then  shall  he  have  rejoicing 
in  himself  alone,  and  not  in  another.  For  every  man  shall  bear 
his  own  burden.  Let  him  that  is  taught  in  the  word  communi- 
cate unto  him  that  teacheth  in  all  good  things.  Be  not  deceived; 
God  is  not  mocked:  for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he 
also  reap.  For  he  that  soweth  to  his  flesh  shall  of  the  flesh  reap 
corruption;  but  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall  of  the  Spirit 
reap  life  everlasting.  And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for 
in  due  season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not.  As  we  have  there- 
fore opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men,  especially  unto 
them  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith. 

Ye  see  how  large  a  letter  I  have  written  unto  you  with  mine 
own  hand.  As  many  as  desire  to  make  a  fair  show  in  the  flesh, 
they  constrain  you  to  be  circumcised;  only  lest  they  should  suffer 
persecution  for  the  cross  of  Christ.  For  neither  they  themselves 
who  are  circumcised  keep  the  law;  but  desire  to  have  you  cir- 
cumcised, that  they  may  glory  in  your  flesh.  But  God  forbid 
that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world. 
For  in  Christ  Jesus  neither  circumcision  availeth  any  thing,  nor 
uncircumcision,  but  a  new  creature.  And  as  many  as  walk  ac- 
cording to  this  rule,  peace  be  on  them,  and  mercy,  and  upon  the 
Israel  of  God.  From  henceforth  let  no  man  trouble  me:  for  I 
bear  in  my  body  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
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Brethren,  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  your 
spirit.  Amen. 

PAUL,  AN  APOSTLE  (NOT  OF  MEN,  NEITHER  BY  MAN,  BUT  BY 
JESUS  CHRIST;  AND  GOD  THE  FATHER,  WHO  RAISED  HIM  FROM 
THE  DEAD),  AND  ALL  THE  BRETHREN  WHO  ARE  WITH  ME 


ROME 
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THE  LETTERS  OF  PAUL: 
TO  THE  CORINTHIANS.  I 

FIRST  CORINTHIANS,  probably  preceded  Toy  an  earlier  letter,  contains 
the  lest  formulation  and  noblest  expression  of  Paul's  ethics.  It  was  writ" 
ten  in  answer  to  a  detailed  list  of  questions  sent  to  him  l>y  the  perplexed 
members  of  the  Church  in  Corinth.  Besides  meeting  the  specific  prol- 
lems  raised,  Paul  set  forth  the  general  nature  of  the  social  obligations  in- 
volved and  the  pragmatic  charader  of  all  condud.  Only  in  his  treatment 
of  women  did  the  ascetic  strain  inseparable  from  the  mystic  element  in 
him  interfere  seriously  with  the  rationality  of  his  outlook. 
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TO  THE  CORINTHIANS.  I 

Unto  the  Church  of  God  which  is  at  Corinth,  to  them  that  are 
sandlijied  in  Christ  Jesus,  called  to  be  saints,  with  all  that  in  every 
place  call  upon  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and 
ours: 

Grace  be  unto  you,  and  -peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  thank  my  God  always  on  your  behalf,  for  the 
grace  of  God  which  is  given  you  by  Jesus  Christ;  that  in  every  thing  ye 
are  enriched  ly  him,  in  all  utterance,  and  in  all  knowledge;  even  as  the 
testimony  of  Christ  was  confirmed  in  you:  so  that  ye  come  behind  in  no 
gift;  waiting  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  who  shall  also 
confirm  ;you  unto  the  end,  that  ye  may  he  blameless  in  the  day  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  God  is  faithful,  ly  whom  ye  were  called  unto  the 
fellowship  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Now  i  BESEECH  YOU,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that  ye  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there  be 
no  divisions  among  you;  but  that  ye  be  perfectly  joined  together 
in  the  same  mind  and  in  the  same  judgment.  For  it  hath  been  de- 
clared unto  me  of  you,  my  brethren,  by  them  which  are  of  the 
house  of  Chloe,  that  there  are  contentions  among  you.  Now  this 
I  say,  that  every  one  of  you  saith,  "I  am  of  Paul";  and  "I  of  Apol- 
los";  and  "I  of  Cephas";  and  "I  of  Christ."  Is  Christ  divided? 
was  Paul  crucified  for  you?  or  were  ye  baptized  in  the  name  of 
Paul?  I  thank  God  that  I  baptized  none  of  you,  but  Crispus  and 
Gaius;  lest  any  should  say  that  I  had  baptised  in  mine  own 
name.  And  I  baptized  also  the  household  of  Stephanas:  besides, 
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I  know  not  whether  I  baptized  any  other.  For  Christ  sent  me 
not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gospel:  not  with  wisdom  of 
words,  lest  the  cross  of  Christ  should  be  made  of  none  effect. 
For  the  preaching  of  the  cross  is  to  them  that  perish  foolish- 
ness; but  unto  us  which  are  saved  it  is  the  power  of  God.  For  it 
is  written, 

"I  will  destroy  the  wisdom  of  the  wise, 
And  will  bring  to  nothing  the  understanding  of  the  prudent" 

Where  is  the  wise?  where  is  the  scribe?  where  is  the  disputer 
of  this  world?  hath  not  God  made  foolish  the  wisdom  of  this 
world?  For  after  that  in  the  wisdom  of  God  the  world  by  wis- 
dom knew  not  God,  it  pleased  God  by  the  foolishness  of  preach- 
ing to  save  them  that  believe.  For  the  Jews  require  a  sign,  and 
the  Greeks  seek  after  wisdom:  but  we  preach  Christ  crucified, 
unto  the  Jews  a  stumblingblock,  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolish- 
ness; but  unto  them  which  are  called,  both  Jews  and  Greeks, 
Christ  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wisdom  of  God.  Because  the 
foolishness  of  God  is  wiser  than  men;  and  the  weakness  of  God 
is  stronger  than  men. 

For  ye  see  your  calling,  brethren,  how  that  not  many  wise 
men  after  the  flesh,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble,  are  called: 
but  God  hath  chosen  the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to  con- 
found the  wise;  and  God  hath  chosen  the  weak  things  of  the 
world  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty.  And  base 
things  of  the  world,  and  things  which  are  despised,  hath  God 
chosen,  yea,  and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things 
that  are:  that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  his  presence.  But  of  him 
are  ye  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wisdom,  and 
righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption:  that,  accord- 
ing as  it  is  written,  "He  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord." 

And  I,  brethren,  when  I  came  to  you,  came  not  with  ex- 
cellency of  speech  or  of  wisdom,  declaring  unto  you  the  testi- 
mony of  God.  For  I  determined  not  to  know  any  thing  among 
you,  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified.  And  I  was  with  you 
in  weakness,  and  in  fear,  and  in  much  trembling.  And  my  speech 
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and  my  preaching  was  not  with  enticing  words  of  man's  wis- 
dom, but  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power:  that  your 
faith  should  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power 
of  God. 

Howbeit  we  speak  wisdom  among  them  that  are  perfect:  yet 
not  the  wisdom  of  this  world,  nor  of  the  princes  of  this  world, 
that  come  to  nought:  but  we  speak  the  wisdom  of  God  in  a 
mystery,  even  the  hidden  wisdom,  which  God  ordained  before 
the  world  unto  our  glory,  which  none  of  the  princes  of  this 
world  knew:  for  had  they  known  it,  they  would  not  have  cruci- 
fied the  Lord  of  glory.  But  as  it  is  written, 

"Eye  hath  not  sun,  nor  car  heard, 
^either  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man, 
The  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him, 

But  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  his  Spirit:  for  the  Spirit 
searcheth  all  things,  yea,  the  deep  things  of  God.  For  what  man 
knoweth  the  things  of  a  man,  save  the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in 
him?  even  so  the  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit 
of  God.  Now  we  have  received,  not  the  spirit  of  the  world,  but 
the  spirit  which  is  of  God;  that  we  might  know  the  things  that 
are  freely  given  to  us  of  God.  Which  things  also  we  speak,  not 
in  the  words  which  man's  wisdom  teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  teacheth;  comparing  spiritual  things  with  spiritual.  But 
the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God:  for 
they  are  foolishness  unto  him:  neither  can  he  know  them,  be-" 
cause  they  are  spiritually  discerned.  But  he  that  is  spiritual 
judgeth  all  things,  yet  he  himself  is  judged  of  no  man.  For  who 
hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord,  that  he  may  instruct  him? 
But  we  have  the  mind  of  Christ, 

And  I,  brethren,  could  not  speak  unto  you  as  unto  spiritual, 
but  as  unto  carnal,  even  as  unto  babes  in  Christ.  I  have  fed  you 
with  milk,  and  not  with  meat:  for  hitherto  ye  were  not  able  to 
bear  it,  neither  yet  now  are  ye  able.  For  ye  are  yet  carnal:  for 
whereas  there  is  among  you  envying,  and  strife,  and  divisions, 
are  ye  not  carnal,  and  walk  as  men?  For  while  one  saith,  "I  am  of 
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Paul";  and  another,  "I  am  of  Apollos";  are  ye  not  carnal?  Who 
then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  Apollos,  but  ministers  by  whom  ye  be- 
lieved, even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man?  I  have  planted, 
Apollos  watered;  but  God  gave  the  increase.  So  then  neither 
is  he  that  planteth  any  thing,  neither  he  that  watereth;  but  God 
that  giveth  the  increase.  Now  he  that  planteth  and  he  that 
watereth  are  one:  and  every  man  shall  receive  his  own  reward 
according  to  his  own  labour. 

For  we  are  labourers  together  with  God:  ye  are  God's  hus- 
bandry, ye  are  God's  building.  According  to  the  grace  of  God 
which  is  given  unto  me,  as  a  wise  masterbuilder,  I  have  laid  the 
foundation,  and  another  buildeth  thereon.  But  let  every  man 
take  heed  how  he  buildeth  thereupon.  For  other  foundation  can 
no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ.  Now  if  any 
man  build  upon  this  foundation  gold,  silver,  precious  stones, 
wood,  hay,  stubble;  every  man's  work  shall  be  made  manifest: 
for  the  day  shall  declare  it,  because  it  shall  be  revealed  by  fire; 
and  the  fire  shall  try  every  man's  work  of  what  sort  it  is.  If  any 
man's  work  abide  which  he  hath  built  thereupon,  he  shall  re- 
ceive a  reward.  If  any  man's  work  shall  be  burned,  he  shall  suffer 
loss:  but  he  himself  shall  be  saved;  yet  so  as  by  fire. 

Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you?  If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of 
God,  him  shall  God  destroy;  for  the  temple  of  God  is  holy, 
which  temple  ye  are. 

Let  no  man  deceive  himself.  .If  any  man  among  you  seemeth  to 
be  wise  in  this  world,  let  him  become  a  fool,  that  he  may  be 
wise.  For  the  wisdom  of  this  world  is  foolishness  with  God. 
For  it  is  written,  "He  taketh  the  wise  in  their  own  craftiness." 
And  again,  "The  Lord  knoweth  the  thoughts  of  the  wise,  that 
they  are  vain." 

Therefore  let  no  man  glory  in  men.  For  all  things  are  yours; 
whether  Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or 
death,  or  things  present, 'or  things  to  come;  all  are  yours;  and  ye 
are  Christ's;  and  Christ  is  God's. 

Now  concerning  the  things  whereof  ye  wrote  unto  me:  it  is 
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good  for  a  man  not  to  touch  a  woman.  Nevertheless,  to  avoid 
fornication,  let  every  man  have  his  own  wife,  and  let  every 
woman  have  her  own  husband.  Let  the  husband  render  unto  the 
wife  due  benevolence:  and  likewise  also  the  wife  unto  the  hus- 
band. The  wife  hath  not  power  of  her  own  body,  but  the  hus- 
band: and  likewise  also  the  husband  hath  not  power  of  his  own 
body,  but  the  wife.  Defraud  ye  not  one  the  other,  except  it  be 
with  consent  for  a  time,  that  ye  may  give  yourselves  to  fasting 
and  prayer;  and  come  together  again,  that  Satan  tempt  you  not 
for  your  incontinency. 

But  I  speak  this  by  permission,  and  not  of  commandment. 
For  I  would  that  all  men  were  even  as  I  myself.  But  every  man 
hath  his  proper  gift  of  God,  one  after  this  manner,  and  another 
after  that. 

I  say  therefore  to  the  unmarried  and  widows,  it  is  good  for 
them  if  they  abide  even  as  I.  But  if  they  cannot  contain,  let  them 
marry:  for  it  is  better  to  marry  than  to  burn. 

And  unto  the  married  I  command,  yet  not  I,  but  the  Lord,  let 
not  the  wife  depart  from  her  husband:  but  and  if  she  depart,  let 
her  remain  unmarried,  or  be  reconciled  to  her  husband:  and  let 
not  the  husband  put  away  his  wife. 

But  to  the  rest  speak  I,  not  the  Lord:  if  any  brother  hath  a 
wife  that  believeth  not,  and  she  be  pleased  to  dwell  with  him, 
let  him  not  put  her  away.  And  the  woman  which  hath  a  husband 
that  believeth  not,  and  if  he  be  pleased  to  dwell  with  her,  let 
her  not  leave  him.  For  the  unbelieving  husband  is  sanctified  by 
the  wife,  and  the  unbelieving  wife  is  sanctified  by  the  husband: 
else  were  your  children  unclean;  but  now  are  they  holy.  But  if 
the  unbelieving  depart,  let  him  depart.  A  brother  or  a  sister  is 
not  under  bondage  in  such  cases:  but  God  hath  called  us  to 
peace.  For  what  knowest  thou,  O  wife,  whether  thou  shalt  save 
thy  husband?  or  how  knowest  thou,  O  man,  whether  thou  shalt 
save  thy  wife? 

But  as  God  hath  distributed  to  every  man,  as  the  Lord  hath 
called  every  one,  so  let  him  walk.  And  so  ordain  I  in  ail  churches. 
Is  any  man  called  being  circumcised?  let  him  not  become  un- 
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circumcised.  Is  any  called  in  uncircumcision?  let  him  not  be 
circumcised.  Circumcision  is  nothing,  and  uncircumcision  is 
nothing,  but  the  keeping  of  the  commandments  of  God.  Let 
every  man  abide  in  the  same  calling  wherein  he  was  called.  Art 
thou  called  being  a  servant?  care  not  for  it:  but  if  thou  mayest  be 
made  free,  use  it  rather.  For  he  that  is  called  in  the  Lord,  being 
a  servant,  is  the  Lord's  freeman:  likewise  also  he  that  is  called, 
being  free,  is  Christ's  servant.  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price;  be 
not  ye  the  servants  of  men.  Brethren,  let  every  man,  wherein  he 
is  called,  therein  abide  with  God. 

Now  concerning  virgins  I  have  no  commandment  of  the  Lord: 
yet  I  give  my  judgment,  as  one  that  hath  obtained  mercy  of  the 
Lord  to  be  faithful.  I  suppose  therefore  that  this  is  good  for  the 
present  distress,  I  say,  that  it  is  good  for  a  man  so  to  be.  Art 
thou  bound  unto  a  wife?  seek  not  to  be  loosed.  Art  thou  loosed 
from  a  wife?  seek  not  a  wife.  But  and  if  thou  marry,  thou  hast 
not  sinned;  and  if  a  virgin  marry,  she  hath  not  sinned.  Neverthe- 
less such  shall  have  trouble  in  the  flesh:  but  I  spare  you. 

But  this  I  say,  brethren,  the  time  is  short:  it  remaineth,  that 
both  they  that  have  wives  be  as  though  they  had  none;  and  they 
that  weep,  as  though  they  wept  not;  and  they  that  rejoice,  as 
though  they  rejoiced  not;  and  they  that  buy,  as  though  they 
possessed  not;  and  they  that  use  this  world,  as  not  abusing  it: 
'for  the  fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away. 

But  I  would  have  you  without  carefulness.  He  that  is  un- 
married careth  for  the  things  that  belong  to  the  Lord,  how  he 
may  please  the  Lord:  but  he  that  is  married  careth  for  the  things 
that  are  of  the  world,  how  he  may  please  his  wife.  There  is  dif- 
ference also  between  a  wife  and  a  virgin.  The  unmarried  woman 
careth  for  the  things  of  the  Lord,  that  she  may  be  holy  both  in 
body  and  in  spirit:  but  she  that  is  married  careth  for  the  things 
of  the  world,  how  she  may  please  her  husband.  And  this  I  speak 
for  your  own  profit;  not  that  I  may  cast  a  snare  upon  you,  but  for 
that  which  is  comely,  and  that  ye  may  attend  upon  the  Lord 
without  distraction,  But  if  any  man  think  that  he  behaveth  him- 
vself  uncomely  toward  his  virgin*  if  she  pass  the  flower  of  her 
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age,  and  need  so  require,  let  him  do  what  he  will,  he  sinneth 
not:  let  them  marry.  Nevertheless  he  that  standeth  steadfast  in 
his  heart,  having  no  necessity,  but  hath  power  over  his  own 
will,  and  hath  so  decreed  in  his  heart  that  he  will  keep  his 
virgin,  doeth  well.  So  then  he  that  giveth  her  in  marriage  doeth 
well;  but  he  that  giveth  her  not  in  marriage  doeth  better.  The 
wife  is  bound  by  the  law  as  long  as  her  husband  liveth;  but  if 
her  husband  be  dead,  she  is  at  liberty  to  be  married  to  whom 
she  will;  only  in  the  Lord.  But  she  is  happier  if  she  so  abide, 
after  my  judgment:  and  I  think  also  that  I  have  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Now  as  touching  things  offered  unto  idols,  we  know  that 
we  all  have  knowledge.  Knowledge  puffeth  up,  but  charity 
edifieth.  And  if  any  man  think  that  he  knoweth  any  thing,  he 
knoweth  nothing  yet  as  he  ought  to  know.  But  if  any  man  love 
God,  the  same  is  known  of  him.  As  concerning  therefore  the 
eating  of  those  things  that  are  offered  in  sacrifice  unto  idols,  we 
know  that  an  idol  is  nothing  in  the  world,  and  that  there  is  none 
other  God  but  one.  For  though  there  be  that  are  called  gods, 
whether  in  heaven  or  in  earth  (as  there  be  gods  many,  and  lords 
many),  but  to  us  there  is  but  one  God,  the  Father,  of  whom  are 
all  things,  and  we  in  him;  and  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom 
are  all  things,  and  we  by  him.  Howbeit  there  is  not  in  every 
man  that  knowledge:  for  some  with  conscience  of  the  idol  unto 
this  hour  eat  it  as  a  thing  offered  unto  an  idol;  and  their  con- 
science being  weak  is  defiled.  But  meat  commendeth  us  not  to 
God:  for  neither,  if  we  eat,  are  we  the  better;  neither,  if  we  eat 
not,  are  we  the  worse.  But  take  heed  lest  by  any  means  this  lib- 
erty of  yours  become  a  stumblingblock  to  them  that  are  weak. 
For  if  any  man  see  thee  which  hast  knowledge  sit  at  meat  in  the 
idol's  temple,  shall  not  the  conscience  of  him  which  is  weak  be 
emboldened  to  eat  those  things  which  are  offered  to  idols;  and 
through  thy  knowledge  shall  the  weak  brother  perish,  for  whom 
Christ  died?  But  when  ye  sin  so  against  the  brethren,  and  wound 
their  weak  conscience,  ye  sin  against  Christ.  Wherefore,  if  meat 
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make  my  brother  to  offend,  I  will  eat  no  flesh  while  the  world 
standeth,  lest  I  make  my  brother  to  offend. 

Though  I  preach  the  gospel,  I  have  nothing  to  glory  of:  for 
necessity  is  laid  upon  me;  yea,  woe  is  unto  me,  if  I  preach  not 
the  gospel!  For  if  I  do  this  thing  willingly,  I  have  a  reward:  but 
if  against  my  will,  a  dispensation  of  the  gospel"  is  committed 
unto  me.  What  is  my  reward  then?  Verily  that,  when  I  preach 
the  gospel,  I  may  make  the  gospel  of  Christ  without  charge, 
that  I  abuse  not  my  power  in  the  gospel.  For  though  I  be  free 
from  all  men,  yet  have  I  made  myself  servant  unto  all,  that  I 
might  gain  the  more.  And  unto  the  Jews  I  became  as  a  Jew,  that 
I  might  gain  the  Jews;  to  them  that  are  under  the  law,  as  under 
the  law,  that  I  might  gain  them  that  are  under  the  law;  to  them 
that  are  without  law,  as  without  law  (being  not  without  law  to 
God,  but  under  the  law  to  Christ),  that  I  might  gain  them  that 
are  without  law.  To  the  weak  became  I  as  weak,  that  I  might 
gain  the  weak:  I  am  made  all  things  to  all  men,  that  I  might  by 
all  means  save  some.  And  this  I  do  for  the  gospel's  sake,  that  I 
might  be  partaker  thereof  with  you. 

Know  ye  not  that  they  which  run  in  a  race  run  all,  but  one 
receiveth  the  prize?  So  run,  that  ye  may  obtain.  And  every  man 
that  striveth  for  the  mastery  is  temperate  in  all  things.  Now 
they  do  it  to  obtain  a  corruptible  crown;  but  we  an  incorrupt- 
ible. I  therefore  so  run,  not  as  uncertainly;  so  fight  I,  not  as  one 
that  beateth  the  air:  but  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into 
subjection:  lest  that  by  any  means,  when  I  have  preached  to 
others,  I  myself  should  be  a  castaway. 

But  I  would  have  you  know,  that  the  head  of  every  man  is 
Christ;  and  the  head  of  the  woman  is  the  man;  and  the  head  of 
Christ  is  God.  Every  man  praying  or  prophesying,  having  his 
head  covered,  dishonoureth  his  head.  But  every  woman  that 
prayeth  or  prophesieth  with  her  head  uncovered  dishonoureth 
her  head:  for  that  is  even  all  one  as  if  she  were  shaven.  For  if  the 
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woman  be  not  covered,  let  her  also  be  shorn:  but  if  it  be  a  shame 
for  a  woman  to  be  shorn  or  shaven,  let  her  be  covered.  For  a  man 
indeed  ought  not  to  cover  his  head,  forasmuch  as  he  is  the  image 
and  glory  of  God:  but  the  woman  is  the  glory  of  the  man.  For 
the  man  is  not  of  the  woman;  but  the  woman  of  the  man.  Neither 
was  the  man  created  for  the  woman;  but  the  woman  for  the  man. 
For  this  cause'ought  the  woman  to  have  power  on  her  head  be- 
cause of  the  angels.  Nevertheless  neither  is  the  man  without  the 
woman,  neither  the  woman  without  the  man,  in  the  Lord.  For 
as  the  woman  is  of  the  man,  even  so  is  the  man  also  by  the 
woman;  but  all  things  of  God.  Judge  in  yourselves:  is  it  comely 
that  a  woman  pray  unto  God  uncovered?  Doth  not  even  nature 
itself  teach  you,  that,  if  a  man  have  long  hair,  it  is  a  shame  unto 
him?  But  if  a  woman  have  long  hair,  it  is  a  glory  to  her:  for  her 
hair  is  given  her  for  a  covering. 

Now  in  this  that  I  declare  unto  you  I  praise  you  not,  that  ye 
come  together  not  for  the  better,  but  for  the  worse.  For  first  of 
all,  when  ye  come  together  in  the  church,  I  hear  that  there  be 
divisions  among  you;  and  I  partly  believe  it.  For  there  must  be 
also  heresies  among  you,  that  they  which  are  approved  may  be 
made  manifest  among  you. 

When  ye  come  together  therefore  into  one  place,  this  is  not 
to  eat  the  Lord's  supper.  For  in  eating  every  one  taketh  before 
other  his  own  supper:  and  one  is  hungry,  and  another  is  drunken. 
What?  have  ye  not  houses  to  eat  and  to  drink  in?  or  despise  ye 
the  church  of  God,  and  shame  them  that  have  not?  What  shall  I 
say  to  you?  shall  I  praise  you  in  this?  I  praise  you  not. 

For  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  that  which  also  I  delivered 
•unto  you,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  the  same  night  in  which  he  was 
betrayed  took  bread:  and  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he  broke  it 
and  said,  "Take,  eat:  this  is  my  body,  which  is  broken  for  you: 
this  do  in  remembrance  of  me."  After  the  same  manner  also  he 
took  the  cup,  when  he  had  supped,  saying,  "This  cup  is  the  new 
testament  in  my  blood:  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  remem- 
brance of  me."  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this 
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cup,  ye  do  show  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come.  Wherefore  who- 
soever shall  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup  of  the  Lord,  un- 
worthily, shall  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord.  But 
let  a  man  examine  himself,  and  so  let  him  eat  of  that  bread,  and 
drink  of  that  cup. 

Now  concerning  spiritual  gifts,  brethren,  I  would  not  have 
you  ignorant.  Ye  know  that  ye  were  Gentiles,  carried  away 
unto  these  dumb  idols,  even  as  ye  were  led.  Wherefore  I  give 
you  to  understand,  that  no  man  speaking  by  the  Spirit  of  God 
calleth  Jesus  accursed:  and  that  no  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is  the 
Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Now  there  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the  same  Spirit.  And 
there  are  differences  of  administrations,  but  the  same  Lord.  And 
there  are  diversities  of  operations,  but  it  is  the  same  God  which 
worketh  all  in  all.  But  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  is  given 
to  every  man  to  profit  withal.  For  to  one  is  given  by  the  Spirit 
the  word  of  wisdom;  to  another  the  word  of  knowledge  by  the 
same  Spirit;  to  another  faith  by  the  same  Spirit;  to  another  the 
gifts  of  healing  by  the  same  Spirit;  to  another  the  working  of 
miracles;  to  another  prophecy;  to  another  discerning  of  spirits; 
to  another  divers  kinds  of  tongues;  to  another  the  interpretation 
of  tongues:  but  all  these  worketh  that  one  and  the  selfsame 
Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man  severally  as  he  will. 

For  as  the  body  is  one,  and  hath  many  members,  and  all  the 
members  of  that  one  body,  being  many,  are  one  body:  so  also  is 
Christ.  For  by  one  Spirit  are  we  all  baptized  into  one  body, 
whether  we  be  Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond  or  free; 
and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit.  For  the  body  is 
not  one  member,  but  many. 

Now  ye  are  the  body  of  Christ,  and  members  in  particular. 
And  God  hath  set  some  in  the  church,  first  apostles,  secondarily 
prophets,  thirdly  teachers,  after  that  miracles,  then  gifts  of 
healings,  helps,  governments,  diversities  of  tongues.  Are  all 
apostles?  are  all  prophets?  are  all  teachers?  are  all  workers  of 
miracles?  have  all  the  gifts  of  healing?  do  all  speak  with 
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tongues?  do  all  interpret?  But  covet  earnestly  the  best  gifts:  and 
yet  show  I  unto  you  a  more  excellent  way. 

Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  and 
have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as  sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal.  And  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  understand 
all  mysteries,  and  all  knowledge;  and  though  I  have  all  faith,  so 
that  I  could  remove  mountains,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  noth- 
ing. And  though  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and 
though  I  give  my  body  to  be  burned,  and  have  not  charity,  it 
profiteth  me  nothing.  Charity  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind;  char- 
ity envieth  not;  charity  vaunt eth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed  up,  doth 
not  behave  itself  unseemly,  seeketh  not  her  own,  is  not  easily 
provoked,  thinketh  no  evil;  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  re- 
joicetla  in  the  truth;  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things, 
hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things.  Charity  never  faileth: 
but  whether  there  be  prophecies,  they  shall  fail;  whether  there 
be  tongues,  they  shall  cease;  whether  there  be  knowledge,  it 
shall  vanish  away.  For  we  know  in  part,  and  we  prophesy  in 
part.  But  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then^that  which  is 
in  part  shall  be  done  away.  When  I  was  a  child,  I  spoke  as  a 
child,  I  understood  as  a  child,  I  thought  as  a  child:  but  when  I 
became  a  man,  I  put  away  childish  things.  For  now  we  see 
through  a  glass,  darkly;  but  then  face  to  face:  now  I  know  in 
part;  but  then  shall  I  know  even  as  also  I  am  known.  And  now 
abideth  faith,  hope,  charity,  these  three;  but  the  greatest  of 
these  is  charity. 

Moreover,  brethren,  I  declare  unto  you  the  gospel  which  I 
preached  unto  you,  which  also  ye  have  received,  and  wherein  ye 
stand;  by  which  also  ye  are  saved,  if  ye  keep  in  memory  what  I 
preached  unto  you,  unless  ye  have  believed  in  vain.  For  I  de- 
livered unto  you  first  of  all  that  which  I  also  received,  how  that 
Christ  died  for  our  sins  according  to  the  scriptures;  and  that  he 
was  buried,  and  that  he  rose  again  the  third  day  according  to 
the  scriptures:  and  that  he  was  seen  of  Cephas,  then  of  the 
twelve:  after^that,  he  was  seen  of  above  five  hundred  brethren 
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at  once;  of  whom  the  greater  part  remain  unto  this  present,  but 
some  are  fallen  asleep.  After  that,  he  was  seen  of  James;  then  of 
all  the  apostles.  And  last  of  all  he  was  seen  of  me  also,  as  of  one 
born  out  of  due  time.  For  I  am  the  least  of  the  apostles,  that  am 
not  meet  to  be  called  an  apostle,  because  I  persecuted  the 
church  of  God.  But  by  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am:  and  his 
grace  which  was  bestowed  upon  me  was  not  in  vain;  but  I  la- 
boured more  abundantly  than  they  all:  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace 
of  God  which  was  with  me.  Therefore  whether  it  were  I  or 
they,  so  we  preach,  and  so  ye  believed. 

Now  if  Christ  be  preached  that  he  rose  from  the  dead,  how 
say  some  among  you  that  there  is  no  resurrection  of  the  dead? 
But  if  there  be  no  resurrection  of  the  dead,  then  is  Christ  not 
risen:  and  if  Christ  be  not  risen,  then  is  our  preaching  vain,  and 
your  faith  is  also  vain.  Yea,  and  we  are  found  false  witnesses  of 
God;  because  we  have  testified  of  God  that  he  raised  up  Christ: 
whom  he  raised  not  up,  if  so  be  that  the  dead  rise  not.  For  if  the 
dead  rise  not,  then  is  not  Christ  raised:  and  if  Christ  be  not 
raised,  your  faith  is  vain;  ye  are  yet  in  your  sins.  Then  they  also 
which  are  fallen  asleep  in  Christ  are  perished.  If  in  this  life  only 
we  have  hope  in  Christ,  we  are  of  all  men  most  miserable. 

But  now  is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead,  and  become  the  first- 
fruits  of  them  that  slept.  For  since  by  man  came  death,  by  man 
came  also  the  resurrection  of  the  dead.  For  as  in  Adam  all  die, 
even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive.  But  every  man  in  his 
own  order:  Christ  the  firstfruits;  afterward  they  that  are 
Christ's  at  his  coming.  Then  cometh  the  end,  when  he  shall 
have  delivered  up  the  kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father;  when 
he  shall  have  put  down  all  rule  and  all  authority  and  power.  For 
he  must  reign,  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.  The 
last  enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed  is  death.  For  he  hath  put  all 
things  under  his  feet.  But  when  he  saith  all  things  are  put  under 
him,  it  is  manifest  that  he  is  excepted,  which  did  put  all  things 
under  him.  And  when  all  things  shall  be  subdued  unto  him, 
then  shall  the  Son  also  himself  be  subject  unto  him  that  put  all 
things  under  him,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all. 
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Else  what  shall  they  do  which  are  baptized  for  the  dead,  if 
the  dead  rise  not  at  all?  why  are  they  then  baptized  for  the  dead? 
and  why  stand  we  in  jeopardy  every  hour?  I  protest  by  your  re- 
joicing which  I  have  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  I  die  daily.  If  after 
the  manner  of  men  I  have  fought  with  beasts  at  Ephesus,  what 
advantageth  it!  me,  if  the  dead  rise  not?  let  us  eat  and  drink;  for 
to-morrow  we  die.  Be  not  deceived:  evil  communications  cor- 
rupt good  manners.  Awake  to  righteousness,  and  sin  not;  for 
some  have  not  the  knowledge  of  God:  I  speak  this  to  your  shame. 

But  some  man  will  say,  "How  are  the  dead  raised  up?  and 
with  what  body  do  they  come?"  Thou  fool,  that  which  thou 
sowest  is  not  quickened,  except  it  die:  and  that  which  thou 
sowest,  thou  sowest  not  that  body  that  shall  be,  but  bare  grain, 
it  may  chance  of  wheat,  or  of  some  other  grain:  but  God  giveth 
it  a  body  as  it  hath  pleased  him,  and  to  every  seed  his  own  body. 
All  flesh  is  not  the  same  flesh:  but  there  is  one  kind  of  flesh  of 
men,  another  flesh  of  beasts,  another  of  fishes,  and  another  of 
birds.  There  are  also  celestial  bodies,  and  bodies  terrestrial: 
but  the  glory  of  the  celestial  is  one,  and  the  glory  of  the  terres- 
trial is  another.  There  is  one  glory  of  the  sun,  and  another  glory 
of  the  moon,  and  another  glory  of  the  stars:  for  one  star  differ eth 
from  another  star  in  glory.  So  also  is  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead.  It  is  sown  in  corruption;  it  is  raised  in  incorruption;  it  is 
sown  in  dishonour;  it  is  raised  in  glory;  it  is  sown  in  weakness; 
it  is  raised  in  power:  it  is  sown  a  natural  body:  it  is  raised  a 
spiritual  body.  There  is  a  natural  body,  and  there  is  a  spiritual 
body.  And  so  it  is  written,  "The  first  man  Adam  was  made  a  liv- 
ing soul";  the  last  Adam  was  made  a  quickening  spirit.  Howbeit 
that  was  not  first  which  is  spiritual,  but  that  which  is  natural; 
and  afterward  that  which  is  spiritual.  The  first  man  is  of  the 
earth,  earthy:  the  second  man  is  the  Lord  from  heaven.  As  is  the 
earthy,  such  are  they  also  that  are  earthy:  and  as  is  the  heavenly, 
such  are  they  also  that  are  heavenly.  And  as  we  have  borne  the 
image  of  the  earthy,  we  shall  also  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly. 

Now  this  I  say,  brethren,  that  flesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God;  neither  doth  corruption  inherit  incor- 
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ruption.  Behold,  I  show  you  a  mystery;  we  shall  not  all  sleep, 
but  we  shall  all  be  changed,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  at  the  last  trump:  for  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and  the  dead 
shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and  we  shall  be  changed.  For  this 
corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  must  put 
on  immortality.  So  when  this  corruptible  shall  have  put  on  in- 
corruption, and  this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality,  then 
shall  be  brought  to  pass  the  saying  that  is  written,  "Death  is 
swallowed  up  in  victory.  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting?  O  grave, 
where  is  thy  victory?"  The  sting  of  death  is  sin;  and  the  strength 
of  sin  is  the  law.  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the 
victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore,  my  beloved 
brethren,  be  ye  steadfast,  unmovable,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not 
in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

Now  concerning  the  collection  for  the  saints,  as  I  have  given 
order  to  the  churches  of  Galatia,  even  so  do  ye.  Upon  the  first 
day  of  the  week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store,  as  God 
hath  prospered  him,  that  there  be  no  gatherings  when  I  come. 
And  when  I  come,  whomsoever  ye  shall  approve  by  your  letters, 
them  will  I  send  to  bring  your  liberality  unto  Jerusalem.  And 
if  it  be  meet  that  I  go  also,  they  shall  go  with  me. 

Now  I  will  come  unto  you,  when  I  shall  pass  through  Mace- 
donia: for  I  do  pass  through  Macedonia.  And  it  may  be  that  I 
will  abide,  yea,  and  winter  with  you,  that  ye  may  bring  me  on 
my  journey  whithersoever  I  go.  For  I  will  not  see  you  now  by 
the  way;  but  I  trust  to  tarry  a  while  with  you,  if  the  Lord  per- 
mit. But  I  will  tarry  at  Ephesus  until  Pentecost.  For  a  great 
door  and  effectual  is  opened  unto  me,  and  there  are  many  ad- 
versaries. 

Now  if  Timotheus  come,  see  that  he  may  be  with  you  with- 
out fear:  for  he  worketh  the  work  of  the  Lord,  as  I  also  do.  Let 
no  man  therefore  despise  him:  but  conduct  him  forth  in  peace, 
that  he  may  come  unto  me:  for  I  look  for  him  with  the  brethren. 

As  touching  our  brother  Apollos,  I  greatly  desired  him  to 
come  unto  you  with  the  brethren:  but  his  will  was  not  at  all  to 
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come  at  this  time;  but  lie  will  come  when  he  shall  have  con- 
venient time. 

Watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  the  faith,  quit  you  like  men,  be 
strong.  Let  all  your  things  be  done  with  charity. 

I  beseech  you,  brethren  (ye  know  the  house  of  Stephanas, 
that  it  is  the  firstfruits  of  Achaia,  and  that  they  have  addicted 
themselves  to  the  ministry  of  the  saints),  that  ye  submit  your- 
selves unto  such,  and  to  every  one  that  helpeth  with  us,  and 
laboureth.  I  am  glad  of  the  coming  of  Stephanas  and  Fortunatus 
and  Achaicus:  for  that  which  was  lacking  on  your  part  they  have 
supplied.  For  they  have  refreshed  my  spirit  and  yours:  therefore 
acknowledge  ye  them  that  are  such. 

The  churches  of  Asia  salute  you.  Aquila  and  Priscilla  salute 
you  much  in  the  Lord,  with  the  church  that  is  in  their  house.  All 
the  brethren  greet  you.  Greet  ye  one  another  with  a  holy  kiss. 

The  salutation  of  me  Paul  with  mine  own  hand.  If  any  man 
love  not  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  let  him  be  Anathema  Mar  an-atha. 
The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you.  My  love  be 
with  you  all  in  Christ  Jesus.  Amen. 

PAUL,  CALLED  TO  BE  AN  APOSTLE   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  THROUGH 
THE  WILL  OF  GOD,  AND  SoSTHENES  OUR  BROTHER 
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TO  THE  CORINTHIANS.  II 

IN  SECOND  CORINTHIANS  two  letters  arc  probably  combined,  both 
written  subsequently  to  the  ethical  discourse  in  First  Corinthians.  Paul's 
efforts  to  rationalize  and  spiritualize  the  condud  of  his  disciples  in  one 
of  ike  most  corrupt  of  Greek  cities  had  been  guite  unsuccessful,  resulting 
merely  in  the  temporary  triumph  of  a  group  opposed  to  him.  In  much 
bitterness  of  spirit  he  composed  the  personal  apologia  of  chapters  1 0—1 3 , 
apparently  sent  as  a  separate  letter  which  proved  effedive  in  -recalling  the 
Corinthians  to  their  allegiance.  Later,  after  receiving  this  good  news,  he 
sent  a  final  letter  represented  Toy  the  earlier  chapters  of  the  book. 

The  turbulent  side  of  Paul's  charader  and  its  latent  fanaticism  ap- 
pear plainly  in  the  letter  of  self-defense  which  shows  how  foreign  to  his 
real  nature  was  the  attitude  of  Christian  humility  which  only  the  stern- 
est discipline  enabled  him  usually  to  maintain.  Its  revelation  of  inner 
warfare  affords  the.  key  to  his  continual  emphasis  upon  the  conflifl  be- 
tween the  spiritual  man  and  the  carnal  man  as  the  very  basis  of  religious 
experience. 
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TO  THE  CORINTHIANS.  II 

Unto  the  church  of  Go d  which  is  at  Corinth,  with  all  the  saints 
which  arc  in  all  Achaia: 

Grace  lot  to  you  and  peace  from  God,  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ 

BLESSED  BE  GOD,  even  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Father  of  mercies,  and.  the  God  of  all  comfort;  who 
comforteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
comfort  them  which  are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  comfort  where- 
with we  ourselves  are  comforted  of  God.  For  as  the  sufferings 
of  Christ  abound  in  us,  so  our  consolation  also-abounded!  by 
Christ.  And  whether  we  be  afflicted,  it  is  for  your  consolation 
and  salvation,  which  is  effectual  in  the  enduring  of  the  same 
sufferings  which  we  also  suffer:  or  whether  we  be  comforted, 
it  is  for  your  consolation  and  salvation.  And  our  hope  of  you  is 
steadfast,  knowing,  that  as  ye  are  partakers  of  the  sufferings,  so 
shall  ye  be  also  of  the  consolation. 

For  we  would  not,  brethren,  have  you  ignorant  of  our  trou- 
ble which  came  to  us  in  Asia,  that  we  were  pressed  out  of  meas- 
ure, above  strength,  insomuch  that  we  despaired  even  of  life; 
but  we  had  the  sentence  of  death  in  ourselves,  that  we  should 
not  trust  in  ourselves,  but  in  God  which  raiseth  the  dead,  who 
delivered  us  from  so  great  a  death,  and  doth  deliver:  in  whom 
we  trust  that  he  will  yet  deliver  us;  ye  also  helping  together  by 
prayer  for  us,  that  for  the  gift  bestowed  upon  us  by  the  means 
of  many  persons  thanks  may  be  given  by  many  on  our  behalf. 
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For  our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  conscience, 
that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wisdom, 
but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  conversation  in  the 
world,  and  more  abundantly  to  you-ward.  For  we  write  none 
other  things  unto  you  than  what  ye  read  or  acknowledge;  and  I 
trust  ye  shall  acknowledge  even  to  the  end;  as  also  ye  have  ac- 
knowledged us  in  part,  that  we  are  your  rejoicing,  even  as  ye 
also  are  ours  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Now  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty.  But  we 
all,  with  open  face  beholding  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
are  changed  into  the  same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

Therefore  seeing  we  have  this  ministry,  as  we  have  received 
mercy,  we  faint  not;  but  have  renounced  the  hidden  things  of 
dishonesty,  not  walking  in  craftiness,  nor  handling  the  word  of 
God  deceitfully;  but  by  manifestation  of  the  truth  commending 
ourselves  to  every  man's  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God.  But  if 
our  gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  lost:  in  whom  the 
god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe 
not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the 
image  of  God,  should  shine  unto  them.  For  we  preach  not  our- 
selves, but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord;  and  ourselves  your  servants 
for  Jesus'  sake.  For  God;  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine  out 
of  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ, 

But  we  have  this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels,  that  the  excel- 
lency of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us.  We  are  trou- 
bled on  every  side,  yet  not  distressed;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not 
in  despair;  persecuted,  but  not  forsaken;  cast  down,  but  not  de- 
stroyed; always  bearing  about  in  the  body  the  dying  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be  made  manifest  in  our 
body.  For  we  which  live  are  alway  delivered  unto  death  for 
Jesus'  sake,  that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be  made  manifest  in 
our  mortal  flesh.  So  then  death  worketh  in  us,  but  life  in  you, 
We  having  the  same  spirit  of  faith,  according  as  it  is  written, 
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"I  believed,  and  therefore  have  I  spoken";  we  also  believe,  and 
therefore  speak;  knowing  that  he  which  raised  up  the  Lord 
Jesus  shall  raise  up  us  also  by  Jesus,  and  shall  present  us  with  you. 
For  all  things  are  for  your  sakes,  that  the  abundant  grace  might 
through  the  thanksgiving  of  many  redound  to  the  glory  of  God. 
For  which  cause  we  faint  not;  but  though  our  outward  man 
perish,  yet  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day.  For  our  light 
affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more 
exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory;  while  we  look  not  at 
the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the  things  which  are  not  seen: 
for  the  things  which  are  seen  are  temporal;  but  the  things  which 
are  not  seen  are  eternal. 

Now  I  Paul  myself  beseech  you  by  the  meekness  and  gentle- 
ness of  Christ,  who  in  presence  am  base  among  you,  but  being 
absent  am  bold  toward  you:  but  I  beseech  you,  that  I  may  not  be 
bold  when  I  am  present  with  that  confidence,  wherewith  I  think 
to  be  bold  against  some,  which  think  of  us  as  if  we  walked  ac- 
cording to  the  flesh.  For  though  we  walk  in  the  flesh,  we  do  not 
war  after  the  flesh  (for  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not 
carnal,  but  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong 
holds);  casting  down  imaginations,  and  every  high  thing  that 
exalteth  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into 
captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Christ;  and  having 
in  a  readiness  to  revenge  all  disobedience,  when  your  obedience 
is  fulfilled. 

Do  ye  look  on  things  after  the  outward  appearance?  If  any 
man  trust  to  himself  that  he  is  Christ's,  let  him  of  himself  think 
this  again,  that,  as  he  is  Christ's,  even  so  are  we  Christ's.  For 
though  I  should  boast  somewhat  more  of  our  authority,  which 
the  Lord  hath  given  us  for  edification,  and  not  for  your  destruc- 
tion, I  should  not  be  ashamed:  that  I  may  not  seem  as  if  I  would 
terrify  you  by  letters.  "For  his  letters,"  say  they,  "are  weighty 
and  powerful;  but  his  bodily  presence  is  weak,  and  his  speech 
contemptible."  Let  such  a  one  think  this,  that,  such  as  we  are  in 
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word  by  letters  when  we  are  absent,  such  will  we  be  also  in 
deed  when  we  are  present*  For  we  dare  not  make  ourselves  of 
the  number,  or  compare  ourselves  with  some  that  commend 
themselves:  but  they  measuring  themselves  by  themselves,  and 
comparing  themselves  among  themselves,  are  not  wise.  But  we 
will  not  boast  of  things  without  our  measure,  but  according  to 
the  measure  of  the  rule  which  God  hath  distributed  to  us,  a 
measure  to  reach  even  unto  you.  For  we  stretch  not  ourselves  be-" 
yond  our  measure,  as  though  we  reached  not  unto  you:  for  we 
are  come  as  far  as  to  you  also  in  preaching  the  gospel  of  Christ: 
not  boasting  of  things  without  our  measure,  that  is,  of  other 
men's  labours;  but  having  hope,  when  your  faith  is  increased, 
that  we  shall  be  enlarged  by  you  according  to  our  rule  abun- 
dantly, to  preach  the  gospel  in  the  regions  beyond  you,  and  not 
to  boast  in  another  man's  line  of  things  made  ready  to  our  hand. 
But  he  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord.  For  not  he  that 
commendeth  himself  is  approved,  but  whom  the  Lord  com- 
mendeth. 

Would  to  God  ye  could  bear  with  me  a  little  in  my  folly: 
and  indeed  bear  with  me.  For  I  am  jealous  over  you  with  godly 
jealousy:  for  I  have  espoused  you  to  one  husband,  that  I  may 
present  you  as  a  chaste  virgin  to  Christ.  But  I  fear,  lest  by  any 
means,  as  the  serpent  beguiled  Eve  through  his  subtilty,  so 
your  minds  should  be  corrupted  from  the  simplicity  that  is  in 
Christ.  For  if  he  that  cometh  preacheth  another  Jesus,  whom  we 
have  not  preached,  or  if  ye  receive  another  spirit,  which  ye 
have  not  received,  or  another  gospel,  which  ye  have  not  ac- 
cepted, ye  might  well  bear  with  him.  For  I  suppose  I  was  not  a 
whit  behind  the  very  chiefest  apostles.  But  though  I  be  rude  in 
speech,  yet  not  in  knowledge;  but  we  have  been  thoroughly 
made  manifest  among  you  in  all  things.  Have  I  committed  an 
offence  in  abasing  myself  that  ye  might  be  exalted,  because  I 
have  preached  to  you  the  gospel  of  God  freely?  I  robbed  other 
churches,  taking  wages  of  them,  to  do  you  service.  And  when  I 
was  present  with  you,  and  wanted,  I  was  chargeable  to  no  man: 
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for  that  which,  was  lacking  to  me  the  brethren  which  came  from 
Macedonia  supplied:  and  in  all  things  I  have  kept  myself  from 
being  burdensome  unto  you,  and  so  will  I  keep  myself. 

As  the  truth  of  Christ  is  in  me,  no  man  shall  stop  me  of  this 
boasting  in  the  regions  of  Achaia.  Wherefore?  because  I  love 
you  not?  God  knoweth.  But  what  I  do,  that  I  will  do,  that  I  may 
cut  off  occasion  from  them  which  desire  occasion;  that  wherein 
they  glory,  they  may  be  found  even  as  we.  For  such  are  false 
apostles,  deceitful  workers,  transforming  themselves  into  the 
apostles  of  Christ.  And  no  marvel;  for  Satan  himself  is  trans- 
formed into  an  angel  of  light.  Therefore  it  is  no  great  thing  if  his 
ministers  also  be  transformed  as  the  ministers  of  righteousness; 
whose  end  shall  be  according  to  their  works. 

I  say  again,  let  no  man  think  me  a  fool;  if  otherwise,  yet  as  a 
fool  receive  me,  that  I  may  boast  myself  a  little.  That  which  I 
speak,  I  speak  it  not  after  the  Lord,  but  as  it  were  foolishly,  in 
this  confidence  of  boasting.  Seeing  that  many  glory  after  the 
flesh,  I  will  glory  also.  For  ye  suffer  fools  gladly,  seeing  ye  your- 
selves are  wise.  For  ye  suffer,  if  a  man  bring  you  into  bondage, 
if  a  man  devour  you,  if  a  man  take  of  you,  if  a  man  exalt  himself, 
if  a  man  smite  you  on  the  face. 

I  speak  as  concerning  reproach,  as  though  we  had  been  weak. 
Howbeit  whereinsoever  any  is  bold  (I  speak  foolishly),  I  am 
bold  also.  Are  they  Hebrews?  so  am  I  Are  they  Israelites?  so  am 
I.  Are  they  the  seed  of  Abraham?  so  am  I.  Are  they  ministers  of 
Christ  (I  speak  as  a  fool)  ?  I  am  more;  in  labours  more  abundant, 
in  stripes  above  measure,  in  prisons  more  frequent,  in  deaths 
oft.  Of  the  Jews  five  times  received  I  forty  stripes  save  one. 
Thrice  was  I  beaten  with  rods,  once  was  I  stoned,  thrice  I  suf- 
fered shipwreck,  a  night  and  a  day  I  have  been  in  the  deep;  in 
journeyings  often,  in  perils  of  waters,  in  perils  of  robbers,  in 
perils  by  mine  own  countrymen,  in  perils  by  the  heathen,  in 
perils  in  the  city,  in  perils  in  the  wilderness,  in  perils  in  the 
sea,  in  perils  among  false  brethren;  in  weariness  and  painfulness, 
in  watchings  often,  in  hunger  and  thirst,  in  fastings  often,  in 
cold  and  nakedness.  Beside  those  things  that  are  without,  that 
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which  cometh  upon  me  daily,  the  care  of  all  the  churches.  Who 
is  weak,  and  I  am  not  weak?  who  is  offended,  and  I  burn  not?  If 
I  must  needs  glory,  I  will  glory  of  the  things  which  concern 
mine  infirmities.  The  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
which  is' blessed  for  evermore,  knoweth  that  I  lie  not.  In  Da- 
mascus the  governor  under  Aretas  the  king  kept  the  city  of  the 
Damascenes  with  a  garrison,  desirous  to  apprehend  me:  and 
through  a  window  in  a  basket  was  I  let  down  by  the  wall,  and 
escaped  his  hands. 

It  is  not  expedient  for  me  doubtless  to  glory.  I  will  come  to 
visions  and  revelations  of  the  Lord.  I  knew  a  man  in  Christ 
above  fourteen  years  ago  (whether  in  the  body,  I  cannot  tell;  or 
whether  out  of  the  body,  I  cannot  tell:  God  knoweth);  such  a 
one  caught  up  to  the  third  heaven.  And  I  knew  such  a  man 
(whether  in  the  body,  or  out  of  the  body,  I  cannot  tell:  God 
knoweth);  how  that  he  was  caught  up  into  paradise,  and  heard 
unspeakable  words,  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  man  to  utter. 
Of  such  a  one  will  I  glory:  yet  of  myself  I  will  not  glory,  but 
in  mine  infirmities.  For  though  I  would  desire  to  glory,  I  shall 
not  be  a  fool;  for  I  will  say  the  truth:  but  now  I  forbear,  lest  any 
man  should  think  of  me  above  that  which  he  seeth  me  to  be,  or 
that  he  heareth  of  me.  And  lest  I  should  be  exalted  above  meas- 
ure through  the  abundance  of  the  revelations,  there  was  given 
to  me  a  thorn  in  the  flesh,  the  messenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  me, 
lest  I  should  be  exalted  above  measure.  For  this  thing  I  be- 
sought the  Lord  thrice,  that  it  might  depart  from  me.  And  he 
said  unto  me,  "My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee:  for  my  strength  is 
made  perfect  in  weakness."  Most  gladly  therefore  will  I  rather 
glory  in  my  infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Christ  may  rest  upon 
me.  Therefore  I  take  pleasure  in  infirmities,  in  reproaches,  in 
necessities,  in  persecutions,  in  distresses  for  Christ's  sake:  for 
when  I  am  weak,  then  am  I  strong. 

I  am  become  a  fool  in  glorying;  ye  have  compelled  me:  for  I 
ought  to  have  been  commended  of  you:  for  in  nothing  am  I  be- 
hind the  very  chiefest  apostles,  though  I  be  nothing.  Truly  the 
signs  of  an  apostle  were  wrought  among  you  in  all  patience,  in 
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signs,  and  wonders,  and  mighty  deeds.  For  what  is  it  wherein 
ye  were  inferior  to  other  churches,  except  it  be  that  I  myself 
was  not  burdensome  to  you?  forgive  me  this  wrong. 

Behold,  the  third  time  I  am  ready  to  come  to  you;  and  I  will 
not  be  burdensome  to  you:  for  I  seek  not  yours,  but  you:  for  the 
children  ought  not  to  lay  up  for  the  parents,  but  the  parents  for 
the  children.  And  I  will  very  gladly  spend  and  be  spent  for  you; 
though  the  more  abundantly  I  love  you,  the  less  I  be  loved.  But 
be  it  so,  I  did  not  burden  you:  nevertheless,  being  crafty,  I 
caught  you  with  guile.  Did  I  make  a  gain  of  you  by  any  of  them 
whom  I  sent  unto  you?  I  desired  Titus,  and  with  him  I  sent  a 
brother.  Did  Titus  make  a  gain  of  you?  walked  we  not  in  the 
same  spirit?  walked  we  not  in  the  same  steps?  Again,  think  ye 
that  we  excuse  ourselves  unto  you?  we  speak  before  God  in 
Christ:  but  we  do  all  things,  dearly  beloved,  for  your  edifying. 
For  I  fear,  lest,  when  I  come,  I  shall  not  find  you  such  as  I  would, 
and  that  I  shall  be  found  unto  you  such  as  ye  would  not:  lest 
there  be  debates,  envyings,  wraths,  strifes,  backbitings,  whisper- 
ings, swellings,  tumults:  and  lest,  when  I  come  again,  my  God 
will  humble  me  among  you,  and  that  I  shall  bewail  many  which 
have  sinned  already,  and  have  not  repented  of  the  uncleanness 
and  fornication  and  lasciviousness  which  they  have  committed. 

This  is  the  third  time  I  am  coming  to  you.  In  the  mouth  of 
two  or  three  witnesses  shall  every  word  be  established.  I  told 
you  before,  and  foretell  you,  as  if  I  were  present,  the  second 
time;  and  being  absent  now  I  write  to  them  which  heretofore 
have  sinned,  and  to  all  other,  that,  if  I  come  again,  I  will  not 
spare:  since  ye  seek  a  proof  of  Christ  speaking  in  me,  which  to 
you-ward  is  not  weak,  but  is  mighty  in  you.  For  though  he  was 
crucified  through  weakness,  yet  he  liveth  by  the  power  of  God. 
For  we  also  are  weak  in  him,  but  we  shall  live  with  him  by  the 
power  of  God  toward  you. 

Examine  yourselves,  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith;  prove  your 
own  selves.  Know  ye  not  your  own  selves,  how  that  Jesus 
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Christ  is  in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates?  But  I  trust  that  ye 
shall  know  that  we  are  not  reprobates. 

Now  I  pray  to  God  that  ye  do  no  evil;  not  that  we  should 
appear  approved,  but  that  ye  should  do  that  which  is  honest, 
though  we  be  as  reprobates.  For  we  can  do  nothing  against  the 
truth,  but  for  the  truth.  For  we  are  glad,  when  we  are  weak, 
and  ye  are  strong:  and  this  also  we  wish,  even  your  perfection. 

Therefore  I  write  these  things  being  absent,  lest  being  pres-* 
ent  I  should  use  sharpness,  according  to  the  power  which  the 
Lord  hath  given  me  to  edification,  and  not  to  destruction. 

Finally,  brethren,  farewell.  Be  perfect,  be  of  good  comfort, 
be  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace;  and  the  God  of  love  and  peace 
shall  be  with  you.  Greet  one  another  with  a  holy  kiss.  All  the 
saints  salute  you.  The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with 
you  all.  Amen. 

PAUL,  AN  APOSTLE  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  BY  THE  WILL  OF  GOD,  AND 
TIMOTHY  OUR  BROTHER 

PHILIPPI 
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TO  THE  ROMANS 

PAUL'S  LETTER  to  the  Romans,  written  at  a  time  when  ke  felt  un- 
certain of  ever  king  able  to  carry  out  his  cherished  wish  to  preach  the 
gospel  in  the  imperial  city,  is  the  longest  and  most  theoretical  of  his  dis- 
courses, the  especial  delight  of  theologians  and  dodirinal  Christians.  In  it 
he  expounds  with  the  utmost  skill  and  subtlety  that  dogma  of  salvation 
by  faith  rather  than  by  works  which  was  destined  to  turn  Christianity 
from  an  objedive  ethics  into  a  subjedive  religion  of  the  inner  spirit— a 
development  striflly  analogous  to  that  seen  in  the  prophet  Jeremiah.  First 
Corinthians  and  Romans  taken  separately  are  almost  in  complete  contra- 
diftion;  taken  together,  they  illustrate  the  extraordinary  range  of  Paul's 
experience  and  the  complex  attitude  of  one  who  was  equally  a  mystic  and 
a  man  of  aflion. 


The  Letters  of 

PAUL 


TO  THE  ROMANS 

To  all  that  k  in  Rome,  kloved  o/Go<J,  called  to  fee  saints: 
Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

FIRST,  i  THANK  MY  GOD  through  Jesus  Christ  for  you  all,  that 
your  faith  is  spoken  of  throughout  the  whole  world.  For 
God  is  my  witness,  whom  I  serve  with  my  spirit  in  the  gospel 
of  his  Son,  that  without  ceasing  I  make  mention  of  you  always 
in  my  prayers;  making  request,  if  by  any  means  now  at  length  I 
might  have  a  prosperous  journey  by  the  will  of  God  to  come 
unto  you.  For  I  long  to  see  you,  that  I  may  impart  unto  you  some 
spiritual  gift,  to  the  end  ye  may  be  established;  that  is,  that  I 
may  be  comforted  together  with  you  by  the  mutual  faith  both 
of  you  and  me. 

Now  I  would  not  have  you  ignorant,  brethren,  that  often- 
times I  purposed  to  come  unto  you  (but  was  let  hitherto),  that 
I  might  have  some  fruit  among  you  also,  even  as  among  other 
Gentiles.  I  am  debtor  both  to  the  Greeks,  and  to  the  Barbarians; 
both  to  the  wise,  and  to  the  unwise.  So,  as  much  as  in  me  is,  I  am 
ready  to  preach  the  gospel  to  you  that  are  at  Rome  also.  For  I 
am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ:  for  it  is  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth;  to  the  Jew  first, 
and  also  to  the  Greek  For  therein  is  the  righteousness  of  God 
revealed  from  faith  to  faith:  as  it  is  written,  "The  just  shall  live 
by  faith." 

For  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  against  all  un- 


THE  LETTERS  OF  PAUL 

godliness  and  unrighteousness  of  men,  who  hold  the  truth  in 
unrighteousness;  because  that  which  may  be  known  of  God  is 
manifest  in  them;  for  God  hath  showed  it  unto  them.  For  the 
invisible  things  of  him  from  the  creation  of  the  world  are  clearly 
seen,  being  understood  by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  his 
eternal  power  and  Godhead;  so  that  they  are  without  excuse: 
because  that,  when  they  knew  God,  they  glorified  him  not  as 
God,  neither  were  thankful;  but  became  vain  in  their  imagi- 
nations, and  their  foolish  heart  was  darkened.  Professing  them- 
selves to  be  wise,  they  became  fools,  and  changed  the  glory  of 
the  uncorruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible 
man,  and  to  birds,  and  fourfooted  beasts,  and  creeping  things. 
Wherefore  God  also  gave  them  up  to  uncleanness  through  the 
lusts  of  their  own  hearts,  to  dishonour  their  own  bodies  be- 
tween themselves:  who  changed  the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  and 
worshipped  and  served  the  creature  more  than  the  Creator, 
who  is  blessed  for  ever.  Amen. 

For  this  cause  God  gave  them  up  unto  vile  affections:  for 
even  their  women  did  change  the  natural  use  into  that  which  is 
against  nature:  and  likewise  also  the  men,  leaving  the  natural 
use  of  the  woman,  burned  in  their  lust  one  toward  another;  men 
with  men  working  that  which  is  unseemly,  and  receiving  in 
themselves  that  recompense  of  their  error  which  was  meet. 
And  even  as  they  did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge, 
God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind,  to  do  those  things 
which  are  not  convenient;  being  filled  with  all  unrighteousness, 
fornication,  wickedness,  covetousness,  maliciousness;  full  of 
envy,  murder,  debate,  deceit,  malignity;  whisperers,  backbiters, 
haters  of  God,  despiteful,  proud,  boasters,  inventors  of  evil 
things,  disobedient  to  parents,  without  understanding,  cove- 
nantbreakers,  without  natural  affection,  implacable,  unmerci- 
ful: who  knowing  the  judgment  of  God,  that  they  which  com- 
mit such  things  are  worthy  of  death,  not  only  do  the  same,  but 
have  pleasure  in  them  that  do  them. 

For  not  the  hearers  of  the  law  are  just  before  God,  but  the 
doers  of  the  law  shall  be  justified.  For  when  the  Gentiles,  which 
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have  not  the  law,  do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law, 
these,  having  not  the  law,  are  a  law  unto  themselves:  which 
show  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  con- 
science also  bearing  witness,  and  their  thoughts  the  meanwhile 
accusing  or  else  excusing  one  another,  in  the  day  when  God  shall 
judge  the  secrets  of  men  by  Jesus  Christ  according  to  my  gospel 

Behold,  thou  art  called  a  Jew,  and  restest  in  the  law,  and 
makest  thy  boast  of  God,  and  knowest  his  will,  and  approvest 
the  things  that  are  more  excellent,  being  instructed  out  of  the 
law;  and  art  confident  that  thou  thyself  art  a  guide  of  the  blind, 
.  a  light  of  them  which  are  in  darkness,  an  instructor  of  the  fool- 
ish, a  teacher  of  babes,  which  hast  the  form  of  knowledge  and  of 
the  truth  in  the  law.  Thou  therefore  which  teachest  another, 
teachest  thou  not  thyself?  thou  that  preachest  a  man  should  not 
steal,  dost  thou  steal?  Thou  that  sayest  a  man  should  not  com- 
mit adultery,  dost  thou  commit  adultery?  thou  that  abhorrest 
idols,  dost  thou  commit  sacrilege?  Thou  that  makest  thy  boast 
of  the  law,  through  breaking  the  law  dishonourest  thou  God? 
For  the  name  of  God  is  blasphemed  among  the  Gentiles  through 
you,  as  it  is  written.  For  circumcision  verily  profiteth,  if  thou 
keep  the  law:  but  if  thou  be  a  breaker  of  the  law,  thy  circum- 
cision is  made  uncircumcision.  Therefore  if  the  uncircumcision 
keep  the  righteousness  of  the  law,  shall  not  his  uncircumcision 
be  counted  for  circumcision?  And  shall  not  uncircumcision  which 
is  by  nature,  if  it  fulfil  the  law,  judge  thee,  who  by  the  letter  and 
circumcision  dost  transgress  the  law?  For  he  is  not  a  Jew,  which 
is  one  outwardly;  neither  is  that  circumcision,  which  is  out- 
ward in  the  flesh:  but  he  is  a  Jew,  which  is  one  inwardly;  and 
circumcision  is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  spirit,  and  not  in  the 
letter;  whose  praise  is  not  of  men,  but  of  God. 

What  advantage  then  hath  the  Jew?  or  what  profit  is  there 
of  circumcision?  Much  every  way:  chiefly,  because  that  unto 
them  were  committed  the  oracles  of  God.  For  what  if  some  did 
not  believe?  shall  their  unbelief  make  the  faith  of  God  without 
effect?  God  forbid:  yea,  let  God  be  true,  but  every  man  a  liar; 
as  it  is  written, 
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'That  thou  mightest  be  justified  in  thy  sayings,  ^ 
And  mightest  overcome  when  thou  art  judged.'9 

But  if  our  unrighteousness  commend  the  righteousness  of  God, 
what  shall  we  say?  Is  God  unrighteous  who  taketh  vengeance  (I 
speak  as  a  man)?  God  forbid:  for  then  how  shall  God  judge  the 
world?  For  if  the  truth  of  God  hath  more  abounded  through  iny 
lie  unto  his  glory;  why  yet  am  I  also  judged  as  a  sinner?  And  not 
rather  (as  we  be  slanderously  reported,  and  as  some  affirm  that 
we  say),  "Let  us  do  evil,  that  good  may  come"?  whose  damna- 
tion is  just. 

What  then?  are  we  better  than  they?  No,  in  no  wise:  for  we 
have  before  proved  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  that  they  are  all 
under  sin;  as  it  is  written, 

"There  {5  none  righteous,  no}  not  one: 
There  is  none  that  under  standeth, 
There  is  none  that  seefeeth  after  God. 
They  are  all  gone  out  of  the  way,  they  are  together  become  unprofit" 

able; 

There  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one. 
Their  throat  is  an  open  sepulchre; 
With  their  tongues  they  have  used  deceit; 
The  poison  of  asps  is  under  their  lips: 
Whose  mouth  is  full  of  cursing  and  bitterness; 
Their  feet  are  swift  to  shed  blood: 
Destruction  and  misery  are  in  their  ways: 
And  the  way  of  peace  have  they  not  known: 
There  is  no  fear  of  God  Before  their  eyes." 

Now  we  know  that  what  things  soever  the  law  saith,  it  saith 
to  them  who  are  under  the  law:  that  every  mouth  may  be 
stopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  before  God. 
Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  there  shall  no  flesh  be  justified 
in  his  sight:  for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin. 

But  now  the  righteousness  of  God  without  the  law  is  mani- 
fested, being  witnessed  by  the  law  and  the  prophets;  even  the 
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righteousness  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  unto  all 
and  upon  all  them  that  believe:  for  there  is  no  difference:  for  all 
have  sinned,  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God,  being  justified 
freely  by  his  grace  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus,  whom  God  hath  set  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through 
faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteousness  for  the  remission 
of  sins  that  are  past,  through  the  forbearance  of  God;  to  de^ 
clare,  I  say,  at  this  time  his  righteousness:  that  he  might  be  just, 
and  the  justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus. 

Where  is  boasting  then?  It  is  excluded.  By  what  law?  of 
works?  Nay:  but  by  the  law  of  faith.  Therefore  we  conclude 
that  a  man  is  justified  by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the  law.  Is 
he  the  God  of  the  Jews  only?  is  he  not  also  of  the  Gentiles?  Yes, 
of  the  Gentiles  also:  seeing  it  is  one  God,  which  shall  justify 
the  circumcision  by  faith,  and  uncircumcision  through  faith. 
Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through  faith?  God  forbid:  yea, 
we  establish  the  law. 

Therefore  being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  by  whom  also  we  have  access 
by  faith  into  his  grace  wherein  we  stand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of 
the  glory  of  God.  And  not  only  so,  but  we  glory  in  tribulations 
also:  knowing  that  tribulation  worketh  patience;  and  patience, 
experience;  and  experience,  hope:  and  hope  maketh  not  ashamed; 
because  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  which  is  given  unto  us. 

For  when  we  were  yet  without  strength,  in  due  time  Christ 
died  for  the  ungodly.  For  scarcely  for  a  righteous  man  will  one 
die:  yet  peradventure  for  a  good  man  some  would  even  dare  to 
die.  But  God  commendeth  his  love  toward  us,  in  that,  while  we 
were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us.  Much  more  then,  being 
now  justified  by  his  blood,  we  shall  be  saved  from  wrath 
through  him.  For  if,  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled 
to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,  much  more,  being  reconciled, 
we  shall  be  saved  by  his  life.  And  not  only  so,  but  we  also  joy 
in  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  we  have  now 
received  the  atonement, 
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Wherefore,  as  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and 
deatk  by  sin;  and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have 
sinned:  therefore  as  by  the  offence  of  one  judgment  came  upon 
all  men  to  condemnation;  even  so  by  the  righteousness  of  one 
the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  justification  of  life.  For  as 
by  one  man's  disobedience  many  were  made  sinners,  so  by  the 
obedience  of  one  shall  many  be  made  righteous.  Moreover  the 
law  entered,  that  the  offence  might  abound.  But  where  sin 
abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound:  that  as  sin  hath  reigned 
unto  death,  even  so  might  grace  reign  through  righteousness 
unto  eternal  life  by  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

What  shall  we  say  then?  Shall  we  continue  in  sin,  that  grace 
may  abound?  God  forbid.  How  shall  we,  that  are  dead  to  sin, 
live  any  longer  therein?  Know  ye  not  that  so  many  of  us  as  were 
baptized  into  Jesus  Christ  were  baptized  into  his  death?  There- 
fore we  are  buried  with  him  by  baptism  into  death:  that  like  as 
Christ  was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father, 
even  so  we  also  should  walk  in  newness  of  life.  For  if  we  have 
been  planted  together  in  the  likeness  of  his  death,  we  shall  be 
also  in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection:  knowing  this,  that  our 
old  man  is  crucified  with  him,  that  the  body  of  sin  might  be  de- 
stroyed, that  henceforth  we  should  not  serve  sin.  For  he  that  is 
dead  is  freed  from  sin.  Now  if  we  be  dead  with  Christ,  we  be- 
lieve that  we  shall  also  live  with  him:  knowing  that^Christ 
being  raised  from  the  dead  dieth  no  more;  death  hath  no  more 
dominion  over  him.  For  in  that  he  died,  he  died  unto  sin  once: 
but  in  that  he  liveth,  he  liveth  unto  God.  Likewise  reckon  ye 
also  yourselves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto  sin,  but  alive  unto  God 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Know  ye  not,  brethren  (for  I  speak  to  them  that  know  the 
law) ,  how  that  the  law  hath  dominion  over  a  man  as  long  as  he 
liveth?  For  the  woman  which  hath  a  husband  is  bound  by  the 
law  to  her  husband  so  long  as  he  liveth;  but  if  the  husband  be 
dead,  she  is  loosed  from  the  law  of  her  husband  So  then  if, 
while  her  husband  liveth,  she  be  married  to  another  man,  she 
shall  be  called  an  adulteress:  but  if  her  husband  be  dead,  she  is 
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free  from  that  law;  so  that  she  is  no  adulteress,  though  she  be 
married  to  another  man.  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  ye  also  are 
become  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Christ;  that  ye  should 
be  married  to  another,  even  to  him  who  is  raised  from  the  dead, 
that  we  should  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God.  For  when  we  were 
in  the  flesh,  the  motions  of  sins,  which  were  by  the  law,  did 
work  in  our  members  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death.  But  now 
we  are  delivered  from  the  law,  that  being  dead  wherein  we 
were  held;  that  we  should  serve  in  newness  of  spirit,  and  not  in 
the  oldness  of  the  letter.  What  shall  we  say  then?  Is  the  law  sin? 
God  forbid.  Nay,  I  had  not  known  sin,  but  by  the  law:  for  I  had 
not  known  lust,  except  the  law  had  said,  "Thou  shalt  not 
covet." 

But  sin,  taking  occasion  by  the  commandment,  wrought  in 
me  all  manner  of  concupiscence.  For  without  the  law  sin  was 
dead.  For  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once:  but  when  the  com- 
mandment came,  sin  revived,  and  I  died.  And  the  command- 
ment, which  was  ordained  to  life,  I  found  to  be  unto  death.  For 
sin,  taking  occasion  by  the  commandment,  deceived  me,  and  by 
it  slew  me.  Wherefore  the  law  is  holy,  and  the  commandment 
holy,  and  just,  and  good. 

Was  then  that  which  is  good  made  death  unto  me?  God  for- 
bid. But  sin,  that  it  might  appear  sin,  working  death  in  me  by 
that  which  is  good;  that  sin  by  the  commandment  might  become 
exceeding  sinful.  For  we  know  that  the  law  is  spiritual:  but  I 
am  carnal,  sold  under  sin.  For  that  which  I  do  I  allow  not:  for 
what  I  would,  that  do  I  not;  but  what  I  hate,  that  do  L  If  then  I 
do  that  which  I  would  not,  I  consent  unto  the  law  that  it  is 
good.  Now  then  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  sin  that  dwelleth 
in  me.  For  I  know  that  in  me  (that  is,  in  my  flesh)  dwelleth  no 
good  thing:  for  to  will  is  present  with  me;  but  how  to  perform 
that  which  is  good  I  find  not.  For  the  good  that  I  would  I  do 
not:  but  the  evil  which  I  would  not,  that  I  do.  Now  if  I  do  that 
I  would  not,  it  is  no  more  I  that  do  it,  but  sin  that  dwelleth  in 
me.  I  find  then  a  law,  that,  when  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  present 
with  me.  For  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man: 
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but  I  see  another  law  in  my  members,  warring  against  the  law 
of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin 
which  is  in  my  members. 

O  wretched  man  that  I  am!  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the 
body  of  this  death?  I  thank  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
So  then  with  the  mind  I  myself  serve  the  law  of  God;  but  with 
the  flesh  the  law  of  sin. 

There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are 
in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the 
Spirit.  For  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus  hath 
made  me  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.  For  what  the  law 
could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  flesh,  God  sending 
his  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  and  for  sin,  con- 
demned sin  in  the  flesh:  that  the  righteousness  of  the  law  might 
be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the 
Spirit.  For  they  that  are  after  the  flesh  do  mind  the  things  of 
the  flesh;  but  they  that  are  after  the  Spirit  the  things  of  the 
Spirit.  For  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death;  but  to  be  spiritually 
minded  is  life  and  peace. 

The  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with  our  spirit,  that  we 
are  the  children  of  God:  and  if  children,  then  heirs;  heirs  of 
God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ;  if  so  be  that  we  suffer  with 
him,  that  we  may  be  also  glorified  together.  For  I  reckon  that 
the  sufferings  of  this  present  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  glory  which  shall  be  revealed  in  us.  For  the 
earnest  expectation  of  the  creature  waiteth  for  the  manifes- 
tation of  the  sons  of  God.  For  the  creature  was  made  subject  to 
vanity,  not  willingly,  but  by  reason  of  him  who  hath  subjected 
the  same  in  hope,  because  the  creature  itself  also  shall  be  de- 
livered from  the  bondage  of  corruption  into  the  glorious  liberty 
of  the  children  of  God.  For  we  know  that  the  whole  creation 
groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain  together  until  now.  And  not 
only  they,  but  ourselves  also,  which  have  the  firstfruits  of  the 
Spirit,  even  we  ourselves  groan  within  ourselves,  waiting  for 
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the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemption  of  our  body.  For  we  are 
saved  by  hope:  but  hope  that  is  seen  is  not  hope:  for  what  a  man 
seeth,  why  doth  he  yet  hope  for?  But  if  we  hope  for  that  we  see 
not,  then  do  we  with  patience  wait  for  it. 

Likewise  the  Spirit  also  helpeth  our  infirmities:  for  we  know 
not  what  we  should  pray  for  as  we  ought:  but  the  Spirit  itself 
maketh  intercession  for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be 
uttered.  And  he  that  searcheth  the  hearts  knoweth  what  is  the 
mind  of  the  Spirit,  because  he  maketh  intercession  for  the  saints 
according  to  the  will  of  God.  And  we  know  that  all  things 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who 
are  the  called  according  to  his  purpose.  For  whom  he  did  fore- 
know, he  also  did  predestinate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of 
his  Son,  that  he  might  be  the  firstborn  among  many  brethren. 
Moreover  whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  he  also  called:  and 
whom  he  called,  them  he  also  justified:  and  whom  he  justified, 
them  he  also  glorified. 

What  shall  we  then  say  to  these  things?  If  God  be  for  us,  who 
can  be  against  us?  He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  de- 
livered him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also  freely 
give  us  all  things?  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of 
God's  elect?  It  is  God  that  justifieth.  Who  is  he  that  con- 
demneth?  It  is  Christ  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  risen  again, 
who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  also  maketh  inter- 
cession for  us. 

Who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ?  shall  tribu- 
lation, or  distress,  or  persecution,  or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or 
peril,  or  sword?  As  it  is  written, 

"For  thy  sake  we  are  killed  all  the  day  long; 
We  are  accounted  as  sheep  for  the  slaughter." 

Nay,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through 
him  that  loved  us.  For  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor 
life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  pres- 
ent, nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other 
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creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God, 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 

I  say  the  truth  in  Christ,  I  lie  not,  my  conscience  also  bearing 
me  witness  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  I  have  great  heaviness  and 
continual  sorrow  in  my  heart.  For  I  could  wish  that  myself  were 
accursed  from  Christ  for  my  brethren,  my  kinsmen  according 
to  the  flesh:  who  are  Israelites;  to  whom  pertaineth  the  adop- 
tion, and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the 
law,  and  the  service  of  God,  and  the  promises;  whose  are  the 
fathers,  and  of  whom  as  concerning  the  flesh  Christ  came,  who 
is  over  all,  God  blessed  for  ever.  Amen. 

They  are  not  all  Israel,  which  are  of  Israel:  neither,  because 
they  are  the  seed  of  Abraham,  are  they  all  children:  but,  "In 
Isaac  shall  thy  seed  be  called."  That  is,  they  which  are  the  chil- 
dren of  the  flesh,  these  are  not  the  children  of  God:  but  the  chil- 
dren of  the  promise  are  counted  for  the  seed.  For  this  is  the 
word  of  promise,  "At  this  time  will  I  come,  and  Sarah  shall 
have  a  son."  And  not  only  this;  but  when  Rebecca  also  had  con- 
ceived by  one,  even  by  our  father  Isaac  (for  the  children  being 
not  yet  born,  neither  having  done  any  good  or  evil,  that  the 
purpose  of  God  according  to  election  might  stand,  not  of 
works,  but  of  him  that  calleth),  it  was  said  unto  her,  "The  elder 
shall  serve  the  younger."  As  it  is  written,  "Jacob  have  I  loved, 
but  Esau  have  I  hated." 

What  -shall  we  say  then?  Is  there  unrighteousness  with  God? 
God  forbid.  For  he  saith  to  Moses,  "I  will  have  mercy  on  whom 
I  will  have  mercy,  and  I  will  have  compassion  on  whom  I  will 
have  compassion."  So  then  it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of 
him  that  runneth,  but  of  God  that  showeth  mercy.  For  the 
scripture  saith  unto  Pharaoh,  "Even  for  this  same  purpose  have 
I  raised  thee  up,  that  I  might  show  my  power  in  thee,  and  that 
my  name  might  be  declared  throughout  all  the  earth."  Therefore 
hath  he  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he  will 
he  hardeneth. 


THE  LETTERS  OF.PAUL 

Thou  wilt  say  then  unto  me,  "Why  doth  he  yet  find  fault? 
For  who  hath  resisted  his  will?" 

Nay  but,  O  man,  who  art  thou  that  repliest  against  God? 
Shall  the  thing  formed  say  to  him  that  formed  it,  "Why  hast 
thou  made  me  thus?"  Hath  not  the  potter  power  over  the  clay, 
of  the  same  lump  to  make  one  vessel  unto  honour,  and  another 
unto  dishonour?  What  if  God,  willing  to  show  his  wrath,  and 
to  make  his  power  known,  endured  with  much  longsuffering 
the  vessels  of  wrath  fitted  to  destruction:  and  that  he  might 
make  known  the  riches  of  his  glory  on  the  vessels  of  mercy, 
which  he  had  afore  prepared  unto  glory. 

What  shall  we  say  then?  That  the  Gentiles,  which  followed 
not  after  righteousness,  have  attained  to  righteousness,  even 
the  righteousness  which  is  of  faith.  But  Israel,  which  followed 
after  the  law  of  righteousness,  hath  not  attained  to  the  law  of 
righteousness.  Wherefore?  Because  they  sought  it  not  by  faith, 
but  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  law.  For  they  stumbled  at 
that  stumblingstone;  as  it  is  written,  "Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  a 
stumblingstone  and  rock  of  offence:  and  whosoever  believeth 
on  him  shall  not  be  ashamed." 

Brethren,  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  Israel  is, 
that  they  might  be  saved.  For  I  bear  them  record  that  they  have 
a  zeal  of  God,  but  not  according  to  knowledge.  For  they  being 
ignorant  of  God's  righteousness,  and  going  about  to  establish 
their  own  righteousness,  have  not  submitted  themselves  unto 
the  righteousness  of  God.  For  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 
righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth.  For  Moses  describeth 
the  righteousness  which  is  of  the  law,  that  "the  man  which 
doeth  those  things  shall  live  by  them,"  But  the  righteousness 
which  is  of  faith  speaketh  on  this  wise,  "Say  not  in  thine  heart, 
'Who  shall  ascend  into  heaven?'"  (that  is,  to  bring  Christ  down 
from  above)  or,  "'Who  shall  descend  into  the  deep?'"  (that  is, 
to  bring  up  Christ  again  from  the  dead) .  But  what  saith  it?  "The 
word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart":  that  is, 
the  word  of  faith,  which  we  preach;  that  if  thou  shalt  confess 
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with  tky  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and.  shalt  believe  in  thine  heart 
that  God  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved. 

I  beseech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God, 
that  ye  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable 
unto  God,  which  is  your  reasonable  service.  And  be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world:  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing 
of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that  good,  and  accept- 
able, and  perfect,  will  of  God. 

Let  love  be  without  dissimulation.  Abhor  that  which  is  evil; 
cleave  to  that  which  is  good.  Be  kindly  affectioned  one  to  an- 
other with  brotherly  love;  in  honour  preferring  one  another; 
not  slothful  in  business;  fervent  in  spirit;  serving  the  Lord; 
rejoicing  in  hope;  patient  in  tribulation;  continuing  instant  in 
prayer;  distributing  to  the  necessity  of  saints;  given  to  hos- 
pitality. Bless  them  which  persecute  you:  bless,  and  curse  not. 
Rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that 
weep.  Be  of  the  same  mind  one  toward  another.  Mind  not  high 
things,  but  condescend  to  men  of  low  estate.  Be  not  wise  in 
your  own  conceits.  Recompense  to  no  man  evil  for  evil.  Provide 
things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men.  If  it  be  possible,  as  much 
as  lieth  in  you,  live  peaceably  with  all  men.  Dearly  beloved, 
avenge  not  yourselves,  but  rather  give  place  unto  wrath:  for  it 
is  written,  "'Vengeance  is  mine;  I  will  repay/  saith  the  Lord." 
Therefore  if  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him;  if  he  thirst,  give  him 
drink:  for  in  so  doing  thou  shalt  heap  coals  of  fire  on  his  head. 
Be  not  overcome  of  evil,  but  overcome  evil  with  good. 

Let  every  soul  be  subject  unto  the  higher  powers.  For  there 
is  no  power  but  of  God:  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God. 
Whosoever  therefore  resisteth  the  power,  resisteth  the  ordi- 
nance of  God:  and  they  that  resist  shall  receive  to  themselves 
damnation.  For  rulers  are  not  a  terror  to  good  works,  but  to  the 
evil.  Wilt  thou  then  not  be  afraid  of  the  power?  do  that  which 
is  good,  and  thou  shalt  have  praise  of  the  same:  for  he  is  the 
minister  of  God  to  thee  for  good.  But  if  thou  do  that  which  is 
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evil,  be  afraid;  for  he  beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain:  for  he  is 
the  minister  of  God,  a  revenger  to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that 
doeth  evil.  Wherefore  ye  must  needs  be  subject,  not  only  for 
wrath,  but  also  for  conscience'  sake.  For  for  this  cause  pay  ye 
tribute  also:  for  they  are  God's  ministers,  attending  continually 
upon  this  very  thing.  Render  therefore  to  all  their  dues:  tribute 
to  whom  tribute  is  due;  custom  to  whom  custom;  fear  to  whom 
fear;  honour  to  whom  honour. 

Him  that  is  weak  in  the  faith  receive  ye,  but  not  to  doubtful 
disputations.  For  one  believeth  that  he  may  eat  all  things:  an- 
other, who  is  weak,  eateth  herbs.  Let  not  him  that  eateth  de- 
spise him  that  eateth  not;  and  let  not  him  which  eateth  not 
judge  him  that  eateth:  for  God  hath  received  him.  Who  art 
thou  that  judgest  another  man's  servant?  to  his  own  master  he 
standeth  or  falleth.  Yea,  he  shall  be  held  up:  for  God  is  able 
to  make  him  stand.  One  man  esteemeth  one  day  above  another: 
another  esteemeth  every  day  alike.  Let  every  man  be  fully  per- 
suaded in  his  own  mind.  He  that  regardeth  the  day,  regardeth 
it  unto  the  Lord;  and  he  that  regardeth  not  the  day,  to  the  Lord 
he  doth  not  regard  it.  He  that  eateth,  eateth  to  the  Lord,  for  he 
giveth  God  thanks;  and  he  that  eateth  not,  to  the  Lord  he  eateth 
not,  and  giveth  God  thanks.  For  none  of  us  liveth  to  himself, 
and  no  man  dieth  to  himself.  For  whether  we  live,  we  live  unto 
the  Lord;  and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord:  whether 
we  live  therefore,  or  die,  we  are  the  Lord's.  For  to  this  end 
Christ  both  died,  and  rose,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord 
both  of  the  dead  and  living.  But  why  dost  thou  judge  thy 
brother?  or  why  dost  thou  set  at  nought  thy  brother?  for  we 
shall  all  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ.  For  it  is 
written, 

c"As  I  live,  *  saith  the  Lor d,  'every  'knee  shall  low  to  we, 
And  every  tongue  shall  confess  to  God. '" 

So  then  every  one  of  us  shall  give  account  of  himself  to  God, 


THE  LETTERS  OF  PAUL 

Now  to  Lira  that  is  of  power  to  establish,  you  according  to 
my  gospel,  and  the  preaching  of  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  the 
revelation  of  the  mystery,  which  was  kept  secret  since  the 
world  began,  but  now  is  made  manifest,  and  by  the  scriptures 
of  the  prophets,  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  ever- 
lasting God,  made  known  to  all  nations  for  the  obedience  of 
faith:  to  God  only  wise,  be  glory  through  Jesus  Christ  for  ever. 
Amen. 

PAUL,  A  SERVANT  OF  JESUS  CHRIST,  CALLED  TO  BE  AN  APOSTLE, 
SEPARATED  UNTO  THE  GOSPEL  OF  GOD 

CORINTH 


THE  LETTERS  OF  PAUL: 
TO  THE  PHILIPPIANS 

WHEN  PAUL  at  last  reached  Rome,  he  came  not  as  a  triumphant  mis- 
sionary but  as  a  prisoner  with  martyrdom  in  store  for  him.  The  weary 
years  of  captivity  and  suffering  had  not  Broken  his  spirit;  he  was  still 
tireless  as  ever  in  preaching  to  all  who  would  hear;  but  his  letters  from 
Rome  to  his  Asiatic  disciples  reveal  a  new  attitude  of  chastened  resigna- 
tion, vast  tolerance,  and  universal  kindliness,  the  final  fruition  of  his 
life  of  struggle,  showing  that  in  the  end  he  succeeded  in  incorporating 
into  his  very  self  the  originally  foreign  ideals  that  he  had  striven  for. 
from  this  point  of  view,  his  last  letters,  though  much  slighter  than  the 
earlier  ones,  are  the  most  moving  and  poignant  of  all.  The  spirit  of  his 
letter  to  the  Philippians,  especially,  seems  close  to  that  of  the  finest  pas- 
sages in  the  Gospels. 


The  Letters  of 

PAUL 


TO  THE  PHILIPPIANS 

To  all  the  saints  in  Christ  Jesus  which  are  at  Philippi,  with  the 
bishops  and  deacons: 

Grace  te  unto  you,  and  -peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

I  THANK  MY  GOD  upon  every  remembrance  of  you,  always  in 
every  prayer  of  mine  for  you  all  making  request  with  joy,  for 
your  fellowship  in  the  gospel  from  the  first  day  until  now, 
being  confident  of  this  very  thing,  that  he  which  hath  begun  a 
good  work  in  you  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ: 
even  as  it  is  meet  for  me  to  think  this  of  you  all,  because  I  have 
you  in  my  heart;  inasmuch  as  both  in  my  bonds,  and  in  the  de- 
fence and  confirmation  of  the  gospel,  ye  all  are  partakers  of  my 
grace.  For  God  is  my  record,  how  greatly  I  long  after  you  all  in 
the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ. 

But  I  would  ye  should  understand,  brethren,  that  the  things 
which  happened  unto  me  have  fallen  out  rather  unto  the  further- 
ance of  the  gospel,  so  that  my  bonds  in  Christ  are  manifest  in 
all  the  palace,  and  in  all  other  places,  and  many  of  the  brethren 
in  the  Lord,  waxing  confident  by  my  bonds,  are  much  more 
bold  to  speak  the  word  without  fear.  Some  indeed  preach 
Christ  even  of  envy  and  strife,  and  some  also  of  good  will:  the 
one  preach  Christ  of  contention,  not  sincerely,  supposing  to 
add  affliction  to  my  bonds:  but  the  other  of  love,  knowing  that 
I  am  set  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel.  What  then?  notwithstand- 
ing, every  way,  whether  in  pretence,  or  in  truth,  Christ  is 
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preached;  and  I  therein  do  rejoice,  yea,  and  will  rejoice.  For  I 
know  that  this  shall  turn  to  my  salvation  through  your  prayer, 
and  the  supply  of  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  my 
earnest  expectation  and  my  hope,  that  in  nothing  I  shall  be 
ashamed,  but  that  with  all  boldness,  as  always,  so  now  also 
Christ  shall  be  magnified  in  my  body,  whether  it  be  by  life,  or 
by  death. 

For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain.  But  if  I  live  in 
the  flesh,  this  is  the  fruit  of  my  labour:  yet  what  I  shall  choose  I 
wot  not.  For  I  am  in  a  strait  betwixt  two,  having  a  desire  to 
depart,  and  to  be  with  Christ  (which  is  far  better);  neverthe- 
less to  abide  in  the  flesh  is  more  needful  for  you.  And  having 
this  confidence,  I  know  that  I  shall  abide  and  continue  with 
you  all  for  your  furtherance  and  joy  of  faith,  that  your  rejoicing 
may  be  more  abundant  in  Jesus  Christ  for  me  by  my  coming  to 
you  again. 

Only  let  your  conversation  be  as  it  becometh  the  gospel  of 
Christ:  that  whether  I  come  and  see  you,  or  else  be  absent,  I  may 
hear  of  your  affairs,  that  ye  stand  fast  in  one  spirit,  with  one 
mind  striving  together  for  the  faith  of  the  gospel,  and  in  nothing 
terrified  by  your  adversaries:  which  is  to  them  an  evident  token 
of  perdition,  but  to  you  of  salvation,  and  that  of  God.  For  unto 
you  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Christ,  not  only  to  believe  on 
him,  but  also  to  suffer  for  his  sake,  having  the  same  conflict 
which  ye  saw  in  me,  and  now  hear  to  be  in  me. 

If  there  be  therefore  any  consolation  in  Christ,  if  any  comfort 
of  love,  if  any  fellowship  of  the  Spirit,  if  any  bowels  and 
mercies,  fulfil  ye  my  joy,  that  ye  be  likeininded,  having  the  same 
love,  being  of  one  accord,  of  one  mind.  Let  nothing  be  done 
through  strife  or  vainglory;  but  in  lowliness  of  mind  let  each 
esteem  other  better  than  themselves.  Look  not  every  man  on 
his  own  things,  but  every  man  also  on  the  things  of  others, 

Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus:  who, 
being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal 
with  God,  but  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon 

[1163] 


THE  LETTERS  OF  PAUL 

him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men; 
and  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man^  he  humbled  himself,  and 
became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.  Where- 
fore God  also  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name 
which  is  above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things 
under  the  earth,  and  that  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father, 

Wherefore,  my  beloved,  as  ye  have  always  obeyed,  not  as  in 
my  presence  only,  but  now  much  more  in  my  absence,  work  out 
your  own  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling.  For  it  is  God 
which  worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleas- 
ure. 

Do  all  things  without  murmurings  and  disputings,  that  ye 
may  be  blameless  and  harmless,  the  sons  of  God,  without  re- 
buke, in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  nation,  among 
whom  ye  shine  as  lights  in  the  world,  holding  forth  the  Word  of 
life;  that  I  may  rejoice  in  the  day  of  Christ,  that  I  have  not  run 
in  vain,  neither  laboured  in  vain. 

Yea,  and  if  I  be  offered  upon  the  sacrifice  and  service  of  your 
faith,  I  joy,  and  rejoice  with  you  all.  For  the  same  cause  also  do 
ye  joy,  and  rejoice  with  me. 

But  I  trust  in  the  Lord  Jesus  to  send  Timotheus  shortly  unto 
you,  that  I  also  may  be  of  good  comfort,  when  I  know  your  state. 
For  I  have  no  man  likeminded,  who  will  naturally  care  for  your 
state.  For  all  seek  their  own,  not  the  things  which  are  Jesus 
Christ's.  But  ye  know  the  ptoof  of  him,  that,  as  a  son  with  the 
father,  he  hath  served  with  me  in  the  gospel.  Him  therefore  I 
hope  to  send  presently,  so  soon  as  I  shall  see  how  it  will  go  with 
me.  But  I  trust  in  the  Lord  that  I  also  myself  shall  come  shortly, 

Yet  I  supposed  it  necessary  to  send  to  you  Epaphroditus,  tny 
brother,  and  companion  in  labour,  and  fellowsoldier,  but  your 
messenger,  and  he  that  ministered  to  my  wants.  For  he  longed 
after  you  all,  and  was  full  of  heaviness,  because  that  ye  had 
heard  that  he  had  been  sick.  For  indeed  he  was  sick  nigh  unto 
death;  but  God  had  M$f ty  on  him;  and  Hot  oti  him  dnly,  bitt  oti 
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me  also,  lest  I  should  have  sorrow  upon  sorrow.  I  sent  him 
therefore  the  more  carefully,  that,  when  ye  see  him  again,  ye 
may  rejoice,  and  that  I  may  be  the  less  sorrowful.  Receive  him 
therefore  in  the  Lord  with  all  gladness;  and  hold  such  in  repu- 
tation: because  for  the  work  of  Christ  he  was  nigh  unto  death, 
not  regarding  his  life,  to  supply  your  lack  of  service  toward  me. 

Therefore,  my  brethren  dearly  beloved  and  longed  for,  my 
joy  and  crown,  so  stand  fast  in  the  Lord,  my  dearly  beloved.  I 
beseech  Euodias,  and  beseech  Syntyche,  that  they  be  of  the 
same  mind  in  the  Lord,  And  I  intreat  thee  also,  true  yokefellow, 
help  those  women  which  laboured  with  me  in  the  gospel,  with 
Clement  also,  and  with  other  my  fellowlabourers,  whose  names 
are  in  the  book  of  life. 

Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always:  and  again  I  say,  "Rejoice."  Let 
your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men.  The  Lord  is  at  hand. 
Be  careful  for  nothing;  but  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and  suppli- 
cation with  thanksgiving  let  your  requests  be  made  known  unto 
God.  And  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understanding, 
shall  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  through  Christ  Jesus. 

Finally,  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatsoever 
things  are  honest,  whatsoever  things  are  just,  whatsoever  things 
are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of 
good  report;  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praise, 
think  on  these  things.  Those  things,  which  ye  have  both  learned, 
and  received,  and  heard,  and  seen  in  me,  do:  and  the  God  of 
peace  shall  be  with  you. 

But  I  rejoiced  in  the  Lord  greatly,  that  now  at  the  last  your 
care  of  me  hath  flourished  again;  wherein  ye  were  also  careful, 
but  ye  lacked  opportunity.  Not  that  I  speak  in  respect  of  want: 
for  I  have  learned,  in  whatsoever  state  I  am,  therewith  to  be 
content*  I  know  both  how  to  be  abased,  and  I  know  how  to 
abound:  everywhere  and  in  all  things  I  am  instructed  both  to  be 
full  and  to  be  hungry,  both  to  abound  and  to  suffer  need.  I  can 
do  all  things  through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  me.  Notwith- 
standing ye  have  well  done,  that  ye  did  communicate  with  my 
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affliction.  Now  ye  Philippians  know  also,  that  in  the  beginning 
of  the  gospel,  when  I  departed  from  Macedonia,  no  church  com- 
municated with  me  as  concerning  giving  and  receiving,  but  ye 
only.  For  even  in  Thessalonica  ye  sent  once  and  again  unto  my 
necessity.  Not  because  I  desire  a  gift:  but  I  desire  fruit  that  may 
abound  to  your  account.  But  I  have  all,  and  abound:  I  am  full, 
having  received  of  Epaphroditus  the  things  which  were  sent 
from  you,  an  odour  of  a  sweet  smell,  a  sacrifice  acceptable,  well- 
pleasing  to  God.  But  my  God  shall  supply  all  your  need  ac- 
cording to  his  riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus,  Now  unto  God 
and  our  Father  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

Salute  every  saint  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  brethren  which  are 
with  me  greet  you.  All  the  saints  salute  you,  chiefly  they  that 
are  of  Caesar's  household.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
be  with  you  all.  Amen. 

PAUL  AND  TlMOTHEUS,  THE  SERVANTS  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 
ROME 
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EVEN  IN  HIS  ROMAN  PRISON  Paul  remained  the  head  °of  the  churches 
that  he  had  founded  in  Asia,  the  trusted  counselor  to  whom  they  sent 
for  advice  on  matters  of  theory  and  condud.  His  letter  to  the  church  at 
Colossi  is  a  later  parallel  of  that  to  the  Galatians,  emphasizing  like  it 
the  importance  of  the  spirit  of  religion  and  decrying  the  reliance  on  cere" 
monial,  lout  couched  in  the  milder  and  more  tolerant  language  of ,  all  of 
the  epistles  written  after  his  captivity.  His  rejedion  of  the  ascetic  prac- 
tices popular  in  the  East  is  expressive  of  the  final  harmony  attained  \>y 
him  in  the  disciplining  of  his  many-sided  nature  in  which  the  ascetic 
tendency  was  held  in  check  by  a  clear  realisation  of  its  dangers. 
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TO  THE  COLOSSIANS 

To  the  saints  and  faithful  brethren  in  Christ  which  are  at  Colossi: 
Grace  f>e  unto  ypu,  and  jwe,  from  God  our  Father  and  the  Lord 
Christ 


WE  GIVE  THANKS  TO  GOD  and  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  praying  always  for  you,  since  we  heard  of  your 
faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  of  the  love  which  ye  have  to  all  the 
saints,  for  the  hope  which  is  laid  up  for  you  in  heaven,  whereof 
ye  heard  before  in  the  word  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  which  is 
come  unto  you,  as  it  is  in  all  the  world,  and  bringeth  forth  fruit, 
as  it  doth  also  in  you,  since  the  day  ye  heard  of  it,  and  knew  the 
grace  of  God  in  truth. 

I  would  that  ye  knew  what  great  conflict  I  have  for  you,  and 
for  them  at  Laodicea,  and  for  as  many  as  have  not  seen  my  face 
in  the  flesh,  that  their  hearts  might  be  comforted,  being  knit  to- 
gether in  love,  and  unto  all  riches  of  the  full  assurance  of  under- 
standing, to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  mystery  of  God,  and 
of  the  Father,  and  of  Christ,  in  whom  are  hid  all  the  treasures 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge. 

And  this  I  say,  lest  any  man  should  beguile  you  with  enticing 
words.  For  though  I  be  absent  in  the  flesh,  yet  I  am  with  you  in 
the  spirit,  joying  and  beholding  your  order,  and  the  steadfast- 
ness of  your  faith  in  Christ.  As  ye  have  therefore  received 
Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  him:  rooted  and  built  up 
in  him,  and  established  in  the  faith,  as  ye  have  been  taught, 
abounding  therein  with  thanksgiving. 
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Beware  lest  any  man  spoil  yoti  through  philosophy  and  vain 
deceit,  after  the  tradition  of  men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the 
world,  and  not  after  Christ.  For  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness 
of  the  Godhead  bodily.  And  ye  are  complete  in  him,  which  is 
the  head  of  all  principality  and  power. 

Let  no  man  therefore  judge  you  in  meat,  or  in  drink,  or  in 
respect  of  a  holyday,  or  of  the  new  moon,  or  of  the  sabbath  days: 
which  are  a  shadow  of  things  to  come;  but  the  body  is  of  Christ. 

Let  no  man  beguile  you  of  your  reward  in  a  voluntary  humil- 
ity and  worshipping  of  angels,  intruding  into  those  things 
which  he  hath  not  seen,  vainly  puffed  up  by  his  fleshly  mind) 
and  not  holding  the  Head,  from  which  all  the  body  by  joints  and 
bands  having  nourishment  ministered,  and  knit  together,  in- 
creaseth  with  the  increase  of  God.  Wherefore  if  ye  be  dead 
with  Christ  from  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  why,  as  though 
living  in  the  world,  are  ye  subject  to  ordinances — "Touch  not ! " 
"Taste  not ! "  "Handle  not ! " — which  all  are  to  perish  with  the 
using,  after  the  commandments  and  doctrines  of  men?  Which 
things  have  indeed  a  show  of  wisdom  in  will  worship,  and 
humility,  and  neglecting  of  the  body;  not  in  any  honour  to  the 
satisfying  of  the  flesh. 

If  ye  then  be  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those  things  which  are 
above,  where  Christ  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  Set  your 
affection  on  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth.  For  ye  are 
dead,  and  your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  When  Christ, 
who  is  our  life,  shall  appear,  then  shall  ye  also  appear  with  him 
in  glory. 

Lie  not  one  to  another,  seeing  that  ye  have  put  off  the  old 
man  with  his  deeds,  and  have  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  re- 
newed in  knowledge  after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him: 
where  there  is  neither  Greek  nor  Jiew,  citcumcision  nor  uncir- 
cumcision,  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  nor  free:  but  Christ  is  all^ 
and  in  all.  Put  on  therefore,  as  the  elect  of  God,  holy  and  be- 
loved, bowels  of  mercies,  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind,  meek- 
ness, longsuffering;  forbearing  one  anothet,  and  forgiving  one 
another,  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  against  any:  even  as  Christ 
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forgave  you,  so  also  do  ye.  And  above  all  these  things  put  on 
charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness.  And  let  the  peace  of 
God  rule  in  your  hearts,  to,  the  which  also  ye  are  called  in  one 
body;  and  be  ye  thankful. 

Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wisdom; 
teaching  and  admonishing  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns  and 
spiritual  songs,  singing  with  grace  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord. 
And  whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or  deed,  do  all  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  giving  thanks  to  God  and  the  Father  by  him. 

Wives,  submit  yourselves  unto  your  own  husbands,  as  it  is 
fit  in  the  Lord. 

Husbands,  love  your  wives,  and  be  not  bitter  against  them. 

Children,  obey  your  parents  in  all  things:  for  this  is  well 
pleasing  unto  the  Lord. 

Fathers,  provoke  not  your  children  to  anger,  lest  they  be  dis- 
couraged. 

Servants,  obey  in  all  things  your  masters  according  to  the 
flesh;  not  with  eyeservice,  as  men-pleasers;  but  in  singleness  of 
heart,  fearing  God;  and  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to 
the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men,  knowing  that  of  the  Lord  ye  shall 
receive  the  reward  of  the  inheritance:  for  ye  serve  the  Lord 
Christ.  But  he  that  doeth  wrong  shall  receive  for  the  wrong 
which  he  hath  done:  and  there  is  no  respect  of  persons. 

Masters,  give  unto  your  servants  that  which  is  just  and  equal; 
knowing  that  ye  also  have  a  Master  in  heaven. 

Continue  in  prayer,  and  watch  in  the  same  with  thanks- 
giving, withal  praying  also  for  us,  that  God  would  open  unto 
us  a  door  of  utterance,  to  speak  the  mystery  of  Christ,  for  which 
I  am  also  in  bonds:  that  I  may  make  it  manifest,  as  I  ought  to 
speak  Walk  in  'wisdom  toward  them  that  are  without,  re- 
deeming the  time.  Let  your  speech  be  always  with  grace,  sea- 
soned with  salt,  that  ye  may  know  how  ye  ought  to  answer 
every  man. 

All  my  state  shall  Tychicus  declare  unto  you,  who  is  a  be- 
loved brother,  and  a  faithful  minister  and  fellowservant  in  the 
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Lord:  whom  I  have  sent  unto  you  for  the  same  purpose,  that  he 
might  know  your  estate,  and  comfort  your  hearts. 

And  when  this  epistle  is  read  among  you,  cause  that  it  be 
read  also  in  the  church  of  the  Laodiceans;  and  that  ye  likewise 
read  the  epistle  from  Laodicea.  The  salutation  by  the  hand  of 
me  Paul.  Remember  my  bonds.  Grace  be  with  you.  Amen. 

PAUL,  AN  APOSTLE  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  BY  THE  WILL  OF  GOD,  AND 
TlMOTHEUS  OUR  BROTHER 

ROME 
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THE  LETTERS  OF  PAUL: 
TO  PHILEMON 

DEEPLY  VERSED  though  he  was  in  the  literature  of  the  OU  Testa- 
ment, Paul  was  nearer  to  Saint  Augustine  than  he  was  to  the  Prophets 
or  the  ]esus  of  the  Synoptic  Gospels.  Their  -protests  against  the  injustice 
of  the  social  order  and,  their  hopes  of  establishing  a  kingdom  of  righteous- 
ness on  earth  are  altered  in  his  teaching  into  a  stress  on  private  morality 
within  the  institution  of  the  Church,  so  that  personal  salvation  and!  the 
establishment  of  the  Church  as  the  weans  thereto  replace  the  revolution- 
ary aim  to  reorganize  society  on  the  basis  of  love  and  justice.  Thus,  so  far 
as  a  change  of  human  conditions  on  earth  is  concerned,  Pauline  Chris- 
tianity represents  a  retrenchment  and  loss  ofhope}  though  to  his  own  mind 
this  meant  merely  a  neglefl  of  the  unessential  in  concentrating  upon  ulti- 
mate and  purely  spiritual  considerations.  Paul  took  no  interest  in  ques- 
tions of  politics  or  in  questions  of  social  organization,  advising  submission 
to  earthly  rulers  in  order  to  avoid  entanglement  in  what  to  him  were  im- 
portant issues.  * 

His  social  conservatism  is  shown  in  the  events  connected  with  the  writ' 
ing  of  his  last  letter ,  sent  to  a  Christian  landowner  of  Laodicea  named 
Philemon  asking  pardon  for  Philemon's  escaped  slave  Onesimus  who  had 
come  to  Rome  where  he  had  been  converted  by  Paul.  In  accordance  with 
his  conception  of  duty,  Paul  sent  the  slave  back  to  his  master  who  under 
Roman  law  had  powers  almost  of  life  and  death  in  such  a  case;  But  lest 
Philemon  should  be  tempted  to  exercise  these  powers,  Paul  gave  Onesimus 
this  letter,  asking  that  he  be  received  as  a  fellow  Christian,  and  provided 
also  that  the  letter  should  be  read  publicly  in  the  powerful  church  of 
Colossce,  near  Laodicea,  so  that  the  pressure  of  social  opinion  might  It 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  master  if  necessary.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  whether  Philemon  proved  himself  enough  of  a  Christian  to  respond 
to  Paul's  request  or  on  the  contrary  a&ed  like  most  Roman  masters  and 
put  Onesimus  to  the  torture  on  his  return. 
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TO  PHILEMON 

Unto  Philemon  our  dearly  Beloved,  and  fdlowlalourer,  and  to  our 
kdovcd  Apphia,  and  Archippus  our  JelloiusoWier,  and  to  the  church  in 
thy  house: 

Grace  to  you,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

TT  THANK  MY  GOD,  making  mention  of  thee  always  in  my  prayers, 
JL  hearing  of  thy  love  and  faith,  which  thou  hast  toward  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  toward  all  saints;  that  the  communication  of  thy 
faith  may  become  effectual  by  the  acknowledging  of  every  good 
thing  which  is  in  you  in  Christ  Jesus.  For  we  have  great  joy 
and  consolation  in  thy  love,  because  the  bowels  of  the  saints  are 
refreshed  by  thee,  brother.  Wherefore,  though  I  might  be  much 
bold  in  Christ  to  enjoin  thee  that  which  is  convenient,  yet  for 
love's  sake  I  rather  beseech  thee,  being  such  a  one  as  Paul  the 
aged,  and  now  also  a  prisoner  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  beseech  thee  for 
my  son  Onesimus,  whom  I  have  begotten  in  my  bonds:  which 
in  time  past  was  to  thee  unprofitable,  but  now  profitable  to 
thee  and  to  me:  whom  I  have  sent  again:  thou  therefore  receive 
him,  that  is,  mine  own  bowels:  whom  I  would  have  retained 
with  me,  that  in  thy  stead  he  might  have  ministered  unto  me 
in  the  bonds  of  the  gospel:  but  without  thy  mind  would  I  do 
nothing;  that  thy  benefit  should  not  be  as  it  were  of  necessity, 
but  willingly. 

For  perhaps  he  therefore  departed  for  a  season,  that  thou 
shouldest  receive  him  for  ever;  not  now  as  a  servant,  but  above 
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a  servant,  a  brotlier  beloved,  specially  to  me,  but  Low  muck 
more  unto  thee,  both  in  the  flesh,  and  in  the  Lord? 

If  thou  count  me  therefore  a  partner,  receive  him  as  myself. 
If  he  hath  wronged  thee,  or  oweth  thee  ought,  put  that  on  mine 
account;  I  Paul  have  written  it  with  mine  own  hand,  I  will  re- 
pay it:  albeit  I  do  not  say  to  thee  how  thou  owest  unto  me  even 
thine  own  self  besides.  Yea,  brother,  let  me  have  joy  of  thee  in 
the  Lord:  refresh  my  bowels  in  the  Lord. 

Having  confidence  in  thy  obedience  I  wrote  unto  thee,  know- 
ing that  thou  wilt  also  do  more  than  I  say.  But  withal  prepare 
me  also  a  lodging:  for  I  trust  that  through  your  prayers  I  shall 
be  given  unto  you. 

There  salute  thee  Epaphras,  my  fellowprisoner  in  Christ 
Jesus;  Marcus,  Aristarchus,  Demas,  Lucas,  my  fellowlabourers. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  your  spirit.  Amen. 

PAUL,    A   PRISONER   OF  JESUS   CHRIST,  AND   TlMOTHEUS    OUR 
BROTHER 

ROME 


A  LETTER  TO  THE  HEBREWS 

THE  LETTER  TO  THE  HEBREWS,  accredited  to  Paul  ly  later  tradi- 
tion, was  written  un der  the  influence  of  his  ideas  But  in  a  very  different 
style,  smooth,  flowing,  and  much  less  intense,  without  any  of  the  sud- 
den Breaks  and  transitions  and  personal  tlvmsts  By  which  Paul  hdd  the 
attention  of  his  readers  and  drove  his  message  home.  In  contrast  to  Paul's 
authoritative  speech,  the  language  of  Hebrews  is  that  of  a  much  softer 
pleading.  The  work  is  less  a  letter  than  a  deliberate  literary  oration  or 
sermon,  addressed  not  to  any  particular  congregation  as  Paul's  always 
were,  But  to  Christianized  Jews  in  general,  its  aim  king  to  remind 
them  that  Judaism,  while  needful  as  a  preparation  for  Christianity,  was 
now  definitely  superseded  By  a  higher  form  of  religion.  The  special  type 
of  Christianity  expounded  is  Based  upon  Paul's  dodrine  of  justification 
By  faith  to  the  negled  of  other  aspefts  of  his  teaching.  While  inferior  in 
interest  to  Paul's  own  writings,  the  oration  contains  passages  of  great 
eloquence. 


.  T 

A  Letter  to  we 

HEBREWS 


G)D,  WHO  AT  SUNDRY  TIMES  and  in  divers,  Banners  spoke  in 
time  past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these 
last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  hath  appointed 
heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  also  he  made  the  worlds;  who,  being 
the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  person, 
and  upholding  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power,  when  he 
had  by  himself  purged  our  sins,  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majesty  on  high,  being  made  so  much  better  than  the  angels, 
as  he  hath  by  inheritance  obtained  a  more  excellent  name  than 
they. 

Therefore  we  ought  to  give  the  more  earnest  heed  to  the 
things  which  we  have  heard,  lest  at  any  time  we  should  let  them 
slip.  For  if  the  word  spoken  by  angels  was  steadfast,  and  every 
transgression  and  disobedience  received  a  just  recompense  of 
reward,  how  shall  we  escape,  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation? 

For  unto  the  angels  hath  he  not  put  in  subjection  the  world 
to  come,  whereof  we  speak.  But  one  in  a  certain  place  testified, 
saying, 

"What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him? 
Or  ike  Son  of  Man,  that  thou  msitest  him? 
Thou  madest  him  a  little  lower  than  the  angels; 
Thou  crownedst  him  with  glory  and  honour, 
And  didst  set  him  over  the  works  of  thy  hands: 
Thou  hast  put  all  things  in  suljedion  under  his  feet * 

For  in  that  he  put  all  in  subjection  under  him,  he  left  nothing 
that  is  not  put  under  him.  But  now  we  see  not  yet  all  things  put 
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under  him.  But  we  see  Jesus,  who  was  made  a  little  lower  than 
the  angels  for  the  suffering  of  death,  crowned  with  gloyy  and 
honour;  that  he  by  the  grace  of  God  should  taste  death  for  every 
man.  For  it  became  him,  for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom 
are  all  things,  in  bringing  many  sons  unto  glory,  to  make  the 
captain  of  their  salvation  perfect  through  sufferings.  For  verily 
he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels;  but  he  took  on  him  the 
seed  of  Abraham.  Wherefore  in  all  things  it  behooved  him  to  be 
made  like  unto  his  brethren,  that  he  might  be  a  merciful  and 
faithful  high  priest  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  to  make  recon- 
ciliation for  the  sins  of  the  people.  For  in  that  he  himself  hath 
suffered  being  tempted,  he  is  able  to  succour  them  that  are 
tempted.  Wherefore,  holy  brethren,  partakers  of  the  heavenly 
calling,  consider  the  Apostle  and  High  Priest  of  our  profession, 
Christ  Jesus. 

For  we  have  not  a  high  priest  which  cannot  be  touched  with 
the  feeling  of  our  infirmities;  but  was  in  all  points  tempted  like 
as  we  are,  yet  without  sin.  Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  unto 
the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  need.  For  every  high  priest  taken  from  among 
men  is  ordained  for  men  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  that  he 
may  offer  both  gifts  and  sacrifices  for  sins:  who  can  have  com- 
passion on  the  ignorant,  and  on  them  that  are  out  of  the  way; 
for  that  he  himself  also  is  compassed  with  infirmity.  And  by 
reason  hereof  he  ought,  as  for  the  people,  so  also  for  himself,  to 
offer  for  sins.  And  no  man  taketh  this  honour  unto  himself,  but 
he  that  is  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron.  So  also  Christ  glorified 
not  himself  to  be  made  a  high  priest;  but  he  that  said  unto  him, 

"Thou  art  my  Son,  to-day  "have  I  begotten  tke," 

As  he  saith  also  in  another  place, 

"Thou  art  a  priest  for  ever 
After  the  order  ofMelchiztdec." 

Who  in  the  days  of  his  flesl},  when  he  had  offered  tap  prayers 
and  supplications  with  strong  crying  and  tears  unto  him  that 
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was  able  to  save  him  from  death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he 
feared,  though  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the 
things  which  he  suffered;  and  being  made  perfect,  he  became 
the  author  of  eternal  salvation  unto  all  them  that  obey  him; 
called  of  God  a  high  priest  after  the  order  of  Melchizedec. 

For  this  Melchizedec,  king  of  Salem,  priest  of  the  most  high 
God,  who  met  Abraham  returning  from  the  slaughter  of  the 
kings,  and  blessed  him  (first  being  by  interpretation  "king  of 
righteousness/'  and  after  that  also  king  of  Salem,  which  is  "king 
of  peace";  without  father,  without  mother,  without  descent, 
having  neither  beginning  of  days,  nor  end  of  life;  but  made  like 
unto  the  Son  of  God)  abideth  a  priest  continually. 

Now  consider  how  great  this  man  was,  unto  whom  even  the 
patriarch  Abraham  gave  the  tenth  of  the  spoils.  And  verily  they 
that  are  of  the  sons  of  Levi,  who  receive  the  office  of  the  priest- 
hood, have  a  commandment  to  take  tithes  of  the  people  accord- 
ing to  the  law,  that  is,  of  their  brethren,  though  they  come  out 
of  the  loins  of  Abraham:  but  he  whose  descent  is  not  counted 
from  them  received  tithes  of  Abraham,  and  blessed  him  that 
had  the  promises.  And  without  all  contradiction  the  less  is 
blessed  of  the  better.  And  here  men  that  die  receive  tithes;  but 
there  he  receiveth  them,  of  whom  it  is  witnessed  that  he  liveth. 
And  as  I  may  so  say,  Levi  also,  who  receiveth  tithes,  payed  tithes 
in  Abraham,  For  he  was  yet  in  the  loins  of  his  father,  when 
Melchizedec  met  him. 

If  therefore  perfection  were  by  the  Levitical  priesthood  (for 
under  it  the  people  received  the  law),  what  further  need  was 
there  that  another  priest  should  rise  after  the  order  of  Mel- 
chizedec, and  not  be  called  after  the  order  of  Aaron?  For  the 
priesthood  being  changed,  there  is  made  of  necessity  a  change 
also  of  the  law.  For  he  of  whom  these  things  are  spoken  per- 
taineth  to  another  tribe,  of  which  no  man  gave  attendance  at  the 
altar.  For  it  is  evident  that  our  Lord  sprang  out  of  Juda;  of 
which  tribe  Moses  spoke  nothing  concerning  priesthood. 

And  it  is  yet  far  more  evident:  /or  that  after  the  similitude 
of  Melchizedec  there  ariseth  another  priest,  who  is  made,  not 
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after  the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment,  but  after  the  power  of 
an  endless  life.  For  he  testifieth, 

"Thou  art  a  priest  for  ever 
After  the  order  o 


For  there  is  verily  a  disannulling  of  the  commandment  going  be- 
fore for  the  weakness  and  unprofitableness  thereof.  For  the  law 
made  nothing  perfect,  but  the  bringing  in  of  a  better  hope  did; 
by  the  which  we  draw  nigh  unto  God.  And  inasmuch  as  not 
without  an  oath  he  was  made  priest  (for  those  priests  were 
made  without  an  oath;  but  this  with  an  oath  by  him  that  said 
unto  him,  "The  Lord  swore  and  will  not  repent,  Thou  art  a 
priest  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchizedec'"):  by  so  much 
was  Jesus  made  a  surety  of  a  better  testament.  And  they  truly 
were  many  priests,  because  they  were  not  suffered  to  continue 
by  reason  of  death:  but  this  man,  because  he  continueth  ever, 
hath  an  unchangeable  priesthood, 

Wherefore  he  is  able  also  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that 
come  unto  God  by  him,  seeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
cession for  them.  For  such  a  high  priest  became  us,  who  is  holy, 
harmless,  undefiled,  separate  from  sinners,  and  made  higher  than 
the  heavens;  who  needeth  not  daily,  as  those  high  priests,  to 
offer  up  sacrifice,  first  for  his  own  sins,  and  then  for  the  people's: 
for  this  he  did  once,  when  he  offered  up  himself.  For  the  law 
maketh  men  high  priests  which  have  infirmity;  but  the  word  of 
the  oath,  which  was  since  the  law,  maketh  the  Son,  who  is  con- 
secrated for  evermore. 

Now  faith  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence 
of  things  not  seen.  For  by  it  the  elders  obtained  a  good  report. 
Through  faith  we  understand  that  the  worlds  were  framed  by 
the  word  of  God,  so  that  things  which  are  seen  were  not  made 
of  things  which  do  appear. 

By  faith  Abel  offered  unto  God  a  more  excellent  sacrifice 
than  Cain,  by  which  he  obtained  witness  that  he  was  righteous, 
God  testifying  of  his  gifts:  and  by  it  he  being  dead  yet  speaketh. 
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By  faith  Enoch  was  translated  that  he  should  not  see  death; 
and  was  not  found,  because  God  had  translated  him:  for  before 
his  translation  he  had  this  testimony,  that  he  pleased  God.  But 
without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  him:  for  he  that  cometh 
to  God  must  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of 
them  that  diligently  seek  him. 

By  faith  Noah,  being  warned  of  God  of  things  not  seen  as  yet, 
moved  with  fear,  prepared  an  ark  to  the  saving  of  his  house;  by 
the  which  he  condemned  the  world,  and  became  heir  of  the 
righteousness  which  is  by  faith, 

By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was  called  to  go  out  into  a  place 
which  he  should  after  receive  for  an  inheritance,  obeyed;  and 
he  went  out,  not  knowing  whither  he  went.  By  faith  he  so- 
journed in  the  land  of  promise,  as  in  a  strange  country,  dwelling 
in  tabernacles  with  Isaac  and  Jacob,  the  heirs  with  him  of  the 
same  promise:  for  he  looked  for  a  city  which  hath  foundations, 
whose  builder  and  maker  is  God. 

Through  faith  also  Sara  herself  received  strength  to  conceive 
seed,  and  was  delivered  of  a  child  when  she  was  past  age,  be- 
cause she  judged  him  faithful  who  had  promised.  Therefore 
sprang  there  even  of  one,  and  him  as  good  as  dead,  so  many  as 
the  stars  of  the  sky  in  multitude,  and  as  the  sand  which  is  by 
the  sea  shore  innumerable, 

These  all  died  in  faith,  not  having  received  the  promises,  but 
having  seen  them  afar  off,  and  were  persuaded  of  them,  and  em- 
braced them,  and  confessed  that  they  were  strangers  and  pil- 
grims on  the  earth.  For  they  that  say  such  things  declarejplainly 
that  they  seek  a  country.  And  truly,  if  they  had  been  mindful  of 
that  country  from  whence  they  came  out,  they  might  have  had 
opportunity  to  have  returned.  But  now  they  desire  a  better 
country,  that  is,  a  heavenly:  wherefore  God  is  not  ashamed  to 
be  called  their  God:  for  he  hath  prepared  for  them  a  city. 

By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was  tried,  offered  up  Isaac:  and 
he  that  had  received  the  promises  offered  up  his  only  begotten 
son,  of  whom  it  was  said  that  "in  Isaac  shall  thy  seed  be  called": 
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accounting  that  God  was  able  to  raise  him  up,  even  from  the 
dead;  from  whence  also  he  received  him  in  a  figure. 

By  faith  Isaac  blessed  Jacob  and  Esau  concerning  things  to 
come. 

By  faith  Jacob,  when  he  was  a-dying,  blessed  both  the  sons 
of  Joseph;  and  worshipped,  leaning  upon  the  top  of  his  staff* 

By  faith  Joseph,  when  he  died,  made  mention  of  the  departing 
of  the  children  of  Israel;  and  gave  commandment  concerning 
his  bones. 

By  faith  Moses,  when  he  was  born,  was  hid  three  months  of 
his  parents,  because  they  saw  he  was  a  proper  child;  and  they 
were  not  afraid  of  the  king's  commandment. 

By  faith  Moses,  when  he  was  come  to  years,  refused  to  be 
called  the  son  of  Pharaoh's  daughter,  choosing  rather  to  suffer 
affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of 
sin  for  a  season,  esteeming  the  reproach  of  Christ  greater  riches 
than  the  treasures  in  Egypt:  for  he  had  respect  unto  the  recom- 
pense of  the  reward. 

By  faith  he  forsook  Egypt,  not  fearing  the  wrath  of  the  king: 
for  he  endured,  as  seeing  him  who  is  invisible. 

Through  faith  he  kept  the  passover,  and  the  sprinkling  of 
blood,  lest  he  that  destroyed  the  firstborn  should  touch  them. 

By  faith  they  passed  through  the  Red  Sea  as  by  dry  land: 
which  the  Egyptians  essaying  to  do  were  drowned. 

By  faith  the  walls  of  Jericho  fell  down,  aftet  they  were  com- 
passed about  seven  days. 

By  faith  the  harlot  Rahab  perished  not  with  them  that  be- 
lieved not,  when  she  had  received  the  spies  with  peace. 

And  what  shall  I  more  say?  for  the  time  would  fail  me  to  tell 
of  Gideon,  and  of  Barak,  and  of  Samson,  and  of  Jephthah;  of 
David  also,  and  Samuel,  and  of  the  prophets:  who  through  faith 
subdued  kingdoms,  wrought  righteousness,  obtained  promises, 
stopped  the  mouths  of  lions,  quenched  the  violence  of  fire,  es- 
caped the  edge  of  the  sword,  out  of  weakness  were  made  strong, 
waxed  valiant  in  fight,  turned  t6  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens. 
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Women  received  their  dead  raised  to  life  again:  and  others  were 
tortured,  not  accepting  deliverance,  that  they  might  obtain  a 
better  resurrection;  and  others  had  trial  of  cruel  mockings  and 
scourgings,  yea,  moreover  of  bonds  and  imprisonment.  They 
were  stoned,  they  were  sawn  asunder,  were  tempted,  were 
slain  with  the  sword:  they  wandered  about  in  sheepskins  and 
goatskins;  being  destitute,  afflicted,  tormented  (of  whom  the 
world  was  not  worthy);  they  wandered  in  deserts,  and  in 
mountains,  and  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth.  And  these  all, 
having  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith,  received  not  the 
promise,  God  having  provided  some  better  thing  for  us,  that 
they  without  us  should  not  be  made  perfect. 

Wherefore  seeing  we  also  are  compassed  about  with  so  great 
a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin 
which  doth  so  easily  beset  us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the 
race  that  is  set  before  us,  looking  unto  Jesus  the  author  and 
finisher  of  our  faith;  who  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him  en: 
dured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame,  and  is  set  down  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God. 

Let  brotherly  love  continue.  Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain 
strangers:  for  thereby  some  have  entertained  angels  unawares. 
Remember  them  that  are  in  bonds,  as  bound  with  them;  and 
them  which  suffer  adversity,  as  being  yourselves  also  in  the 
body.  Marriage  is  honourable  in  all,  and  the  bed  undefiled:  but 
whoremongers  and  adulterers  God  will  judge.  Let  your  con- 
versation be  without  covetousness;  and  be  content  with  such 
things  as  ye  have:  for  he  hath  said,  "I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor 
forsake  thee."  So  that  we  may  boldly  say, 

"The  Lord  is  my  helper;  I  will  not  fear 
What  man  shall  do  unto  me." 

Remember  them  which  have  the  rule  over  you,  who  have  spo^ 
ken  unto  you  the  word  of  God:  whose  faith  follow,  considering 
the  end  of  their  conversation.  Jesus  Christ  the  same  yesterday, 
and  to-day,  and  for  ever. 
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Now  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our 
Lord  Jesus,  that  great  shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood 
of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  you  perfect  in  every  good 
work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is  wellp leasing 
in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen. 


ITALY 
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WHETHER  the  canonical  epistle  of  James  was  written  by  the  Ir other 
of  Jesus  or  by  a  later  writer  of  the  same  name  cannot  be  regarded  as  con- 
clusively settled,  though  the  latter  was  most  probably  the  case.  Like  He- 
brews, it  is  a  sermon  rather  than  a  letter,  but  it  is  muck  more  dired, 
pradical,  and  familiar  in  tone,  and  it  is  inspired  by  greater  moral  earnest- 
ness. Its  spirit  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Synoptic  Gospels,  and  its  passion- 
ate, protest  against  social  injustice,  together  with  its  stout  affirmation  of 
the  dodrine  of  salvation  by  works,  seems  to  represent  a  conscious  readion 
against  the  suljedive  tendency  of  Paul's  teachings.  Almost  rejeded  from 
the  Canon  because  of  its  anti-Pauline  charafler  and  denounced  by  Martin 
Luther  for  the  same  reason,  it  is  yet  the  most  modern  work  in  the  Bible 
in  its  impassioned  sociai-windedness  and  in  its  style  of  mingled  tenderness 
and  satire. 


A  Letter  of 

JAMES 


James,  a  servant  of  God  and  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  the  twelve 
triks  which  are  scattered  abroad,  greeting. 

MY  BRETHREN,  count  it  all  joy  when  ye  fall  into  divers  temp- 
tations; knowing  this,  that  the  trying  of  your  faith  work- 
eth  patience.  But  let  patience  have  her  perfect  work,  that  ye 
may  be  perfect  and  entire,  wanting  nothing. 

If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth  to 
all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not;  and  it  shall  be  given  him. 
But  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing  wavering.  For  he  that  waver  eth 
is  like  a  wave  qf  the  sea  driven  with  the  wind  and  tossed.  For 
let  not  that  mm  think  that  he  shall  receive  any  thing  of  the 
Lord.  A  double-minded  row  i$  wst^ble  in  41  his  ways, 

Let  the  brother  of  low  degree  rejoice  in  that  he  is  exalted: 
but  the  rich,  in  that  he  is  inside  low:  became  as  the  flower  of  the 
grass  he  shall  pass  aw&y.  For  the  sun  is  no  sooner  risen  with  a 
burning  heat,  but  it  witheretti  the  gyass,  and  the  flower  thereof 
falleth,  and  the  grace  of  the  fashion  pf  it  perisheth:  so  also  shall 
the  rich  man  fade  away  in  his  ways. 

Blessed  is  the  man  that  endureth  temptation:  for  when  he  is 
tried,  he  shall  receive  the  crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord  hath 
promised  to  them  that  love  him.  Let  no  man  say  when  he  is 
tempted,  "I  am  tempted  of  God";  for  God  cannot  be  tempted 
with  evil,  neither  tempteth  he  any  man:  but  every  mm  i$  tempt- 
ed, when  he  is  drawn  awpy  of  his  own  lust,  and  enticed.  Then 
when  lust  hath  conceived,  it  bringeth  forth  $in:  and  sin,  when 
it  is  finished,  bringeth  forth  death.  Do  not  #r,  my  beloved 
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brethren.  Every  good  gift  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from  above, 
and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is  no 
variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning.  Of  his  own  will  begot 
he  us*  with  the  word  of  truth,  that  we  should  be  a  kind  of  first- 
fruits  of  his  creatures. 

Wherefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  let  every  man  be  swift  to 
hear,  slow  to  speak,  slow  to  wrath:  for  the  wrath  of  man  work- 
eth  not  the  righteousness  of  God.  Wherefore  lay  apart  all  filthi- 
ness  and  superfluity  of  naughtiness,  and  receive  with  meekness 
the  engrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  save  your  souls.  But  be  ye 
doers  of  the  word,  and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving  your  own 
selves.  For  if  any  be  a  hearer  of  the  word,  and  not  a  doer,  he  is 
like  unto  a  man  beholding  his  natural  face  in  a  glass:  for  he  be- 
holdeth  himself,  and  goeth  his  way,  and  straightway  forgetteth 
what  manner  of  man  he  was.  But  whoso  looketh  into  the  perfect 
law  of  liberty,  and  continueth  therein,  he  being  not  a  forgetful 
hearer,  but  a  doer  of  the  work,  this  man  shall  be  blessed  in  his 
deed.  If  any  man  among  you  seem  to  be  religious,  and  bridleth 
not  his  tongue,  but  deceiveth  his  own  heart,  this  man's  religion 
is  vain.  Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father 
is  this:  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction,  and 
to  keep  himself  unspotted  from  the  world. 

My  brethren,  have  not  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Lord  of  glory,  with  respect  of  persons.  For  if  there  come  unto 
your  assembly  a  man  with  a  gold  ring,  in  goodly  apparel,  and 
there  come  in  also  a  poor  man  in  vile  raiment;  and  ye  have  re- 
spect to  him  that  weareth  the  gay  clothing,  and  say  unto  him, 
"Sit  thou  here  in  a  good  place";  and  say  to  the  poor,  "Stand  thou 
there,  or  sit  here  under  my  footstool":  are  ye  not  then  partial  in 
your  selves,  and  are  become  judges  of  evil  thoughts? 

Hearken,  my  beloved  brethren,  hath  not  God  chosen  the  poor 
of  this  world  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  which  he 
hath  promised  to  them  that  love  him?  but  ye  have  despised  the 
poor.  Do  not  rich  men  oppress  you,  and  draw  you  before  the 
judgment  seats?  Do  not  they  blaspheme  that  worthy  name  by 
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.the  which  ye  are  called?  If  ye  fulfil  the  royal  law  according  to 
the  scripture,  "Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself,"  ye  do 
well.  But  if  ye  have  respect  to  persons,  ye  commit  sin,  and  are 
convinced  of  the  law  as  transgressors.  For  whosoever  shall  keep 
the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all 
For  he  that  said,  "Do  not  commit  adultery/'  said  also,  "Do  not 
kill"  Now';if  thou  commit  no  adultery,  yet  if  thou  kill,  thou  art 
become  a  transgressor  of  the  law.  So  speak  ye,  and  so  do,  as  they 
that  shall  be  judged  by  the  law  of  liberty.  For  he  shall  have 
judgment  without  mercy,  that  hath  showed  no  mercy;  and  mercy 
rejoiceth  against  judgment. 

What  doth  it  profit,  my  brethren,  though  a  man  say  he  hath 
faith,  and  have  not  works?  can  faith  save  him?  If  a  brother  or 
sister  be  naked,  and  destitute  of  daily  food,  and  one  of  you  say 
unto  them,  "Depart  in  peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled";  not- 
withstanding ye  give  them  not  those  things  which  are  needful 
to  the  body;  what  doth  it  profit?  Even  so  faith,  if  it  hath  not 
works,  is  dead,  being  alone. 

Yea,  a  man  may  say,  "Thou  hast  faith,  and  I  have  works": 
show  me  thy  faith  without  thy  works,  and  I  will  show  thee  my 
faith  by  my  works.  Thou  believest  that  there  is  one  God;  thou 
doest  well:  the  devils  also  believe,  and  tremble.  But  wilt  thou 
know,  O  vain  man,  that  faith  without  works  is  dead? 

Was  not  Abraham  our  father  justified  by  works,  when  he  had 
offered  Isaac  his  son  upon  the  altar?  Seest  thou  how  faith  wrought 
with  his  works,  and  by  works  was  faith  made  perfect?  And  the 
scripture  was  fulfilled  which  saith,  "Abraham  believed  God, 
and  it  was  imputed  unto  him  for  righteousness:  and  he  was 
called  the  Friend  of  God."  Ye  see  then  how  that  by  works  a  man 
is  justified,  and  not  by  faith  only. 

Likewise  also  was  not  Rahab  the  harlot  justified  by  works, 
when  she  had  received  the  messengers,  and  had  sent  them  out 
another  way?  For  as  the  body  without  the  spirit  is  dead,  so 
faith  without  works  is  dead  also. 

My  brethren,  be  not  many  masters,  knowing  that  we  shall 
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Deceive  the  greater  condemnation.  For  in  many  things  we  offend 
all  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  same  is  a  perfect  man,  and 
atble  also  to  bridle  the  whole  body.  Behold,  we  put  bits  in  the 
horses1'  mouths,  that  they  may  obey  us;  and  we  turn  about  their 
whole  body.  Behold  also  the  ships,  which  though  they  be  SQ 
great,  and  are  driven  of  fierce  winds,  yet  are  they  turned  about 
with  a  very  small  helm,  whithersoever  the  governor  Kstetk 
Even  so  the  tongue  is  a  little  member,  and  boasteth  great  things, 
Behold,  how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire  kindleth  !  And  the  tongue 
is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity:  so  is  the  tongue  among  our  mem- 
bers that  it  defileth  the  whole  body,  and  setteth  on  fire  the 
course  of  nature;  and  it  is  set  on  fire  of  hell.  For  every  kind  of 
beasts,  and  of  birds,  and  of  serpents,  and  of  things  in  the  sea,  is 
tamed,  and  hath  been  tamed  of  mankind:  but  the  tongue  can  no 
man  tame;  it  is  an  unruly  evil,  full  of  deadly  poison.  Therewith 
bless  we  God,  even  the  Father;  and  therewith  curse  we  men, 
which  are  made  after  the  similitude  of  God.  Out  of  the  same 
mouth  proceedeth  blessing  and  cursing.  My  brethren,  these 
things  ought  not  so  to  be.  Doth  a  fountain  send  forth  at  the 
same  place  sweet  water  and  bitter?  Can  the  fig  tree,  my  breth- 
ren, bear  olive  berries?  either  a  vine,  figs?  so  can  no  fountain 
both  yield  salt  water  and  fresh. 

Who  is  a  wise  man  and  endued  with  knowledge  among  you? 
let  him  show  out  of  a  good  conversation  his  works  with  meek- 
ness of  wisdom.  But  if  ye  have  bitter  envying  and  strife  in  your 
hearts,  glory  not,  and  lie  not  against  the  truth.  This  wisdom 
descendeth  not  from  above,  but  is  earthly,  sensual,  devilish.  For 
where  envying  and  strife  is,  there  is  confusion  and  every  evil 
work.  But  the  wisdom  that  is  from  above  is  first  pure,  then 
peaceable,,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  intreated,  full  of  mercy  and 
good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy.  And 
the  fruit  of  righteousness  is  sown  in  peace  of  them  that  make 


From  whence  come  wars  and  fightings  among  you?  come  they 
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not  hence,  even  of  your  lusts  that  war  in  yout  member^  Ye  lust, 
and  Lave  not;  ye  kill,  and  desire  to  have,  and  cannot  obtain:  ye 
fight  and  war,  yet  ye  have  not,  because  ye  ask  not.  Ye  ask,  and 
receive  not,  because  ye  ask  amiss3  that  ye  may  consume  it  upon 
your  lusts.  Ye  adulterers  and  adulteresses,  know  ye  not  that  the 
friendship  of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God?  whosoever  there- 
fore will  be  a  friend  of  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God.  Do  ye 
think  that  the  scripture  saith  in  vain,  'The  spirit  that  dwelleth 
in  us  lusteth  to  envy"?  But  he  giveth  more  grace.  Wherefore  he 
saith,  "God  resisteth  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  unto  the  hum- 
ble." Submit  your  selves  therefore  to  God.  Resist  the  devil,  and 
he  will  flee  from  you.  Draw  nigh  to  God,  and  he  will  draw 
nigh  to  you.  Cleanse  your  hands,  ye  sinners;  and  purify  your 
hearts,  ye  double-minded.  Be  afflicted,  and  mourn,  and  weep: 
let  your  laughter  be  turned  to  mourning,  and  your  joy  to  heavi- 
ness. Humble  yourselves  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  he  shall 
lift  you  up.  Speak  not  evil  one  of  another,  brethren.  He  that 
speaketh  evil  of  his  brother,  and  judgeth  his  brother,  speaketh 
evil  of  the  law,  and  judgeth  the  law:  but  if  thou  judge  the  law, 
thou  art  not  a  doer  of  the  law,  but  a  judge.  There  is  one  law- 
giver, who  is  able  to  save  and  to  destroy:  who  art  thou  that 
judgest  another?  Go  to  now,  ye  that  say,  "To-day  or  to-morrow 
we  will  go  into  such  a  city,  and  continue  there  a  year,  and  buy 
and  sell,  and  get  gain":  whereas  ye  know  not  what  shall  be  on 
the  morrow.  For  what  is  your  life?  It  is  even  a  vapour,  that  ap- 
peareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanisheth  away.  For  that  y& 
oxight  to  say,  "If  the  Lord  will,  we  shall  live,  and  do  this,  or  that/' 
But  now  we  rejoice  in  your  boastings:  all  such  rejoicing  is  evil. 
Therefore  to  him  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not,  to 
him  it  is  sin. 

Go  to  now,  ye  rich  men,  weep  and  howl  for  your  miseries 
that  shall  come  upon  you.  Your  riches  are  corrupted,  and  your 
garments  are  motheaten.  Your  gold  and  silver  is  cankered;  and 
the  tust  of  them  shall  be  a  witness  against  yoti.  and  shall  eat 
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your  flesh  as  it  were  fire.  Ye  have  heaped  treasure  together  for 
the  last  days.  Behold,  the  hire  of  the  labourers  who  have  reaped 
down  your  fields,  which  is  of  you  kept  back  by  fraud,  crieth: 
and  the  cries  of  them  which  have  reaped  are  entered  into  the 
ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth.  Ye  have  lived  in  pleasure  on  the 
earth,  and  been  wanton;  ye  have  nourished  your  hearts,  as  in  a 
day  of  slaughter.  Ye  have  condemned  and  killed  the  just;  and  he 
doth  not  resist  you. 

Be  patient  therefore,  brethren,  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 
Behold,  the  husbandman  waiteth  for  the  precious  fruit  of  the 
earth,  and  hath  long  patience  for  it,  until  he  receive  the  early 
and  latter  rain.  Be  ye  also  patient;  establish  your  hearts:  for  the 
coming  of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh.  Grudge  not  one  against  an- 
other, brethren,  lest  ye  be  condemned:  behold,  the  judge  stand- 
eth  before  the  dpor.  Take,  my  brethren,  the  prophets,  who  have 
spoken  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  for  an  example  of  suffering 
affliction,  and  of  patience.  Behold,  we  count  them  happy  which 
endure.  Ye  have  heard  of  the  patience  of  Job,  and  have  seen  the 
end  of  the  Lord;  that  the  Lord  is  very  pitiful,  and  of  tender 
mercy. 

But  above  all  things,  my  brethren,  swear  not,  neither  by 
heaven,  neither  by  the  earth,  neither  by  any  other  oath:  but  let 
your  yea  be  yea;  and  your  nay,  nay;  lest  ye  fall  into  condem- 
nation. 

Is  any  among  you  afflicted?  let  him  pray.  Is  any  merry?  let  him 
sing  psalms.  Is  any  sick  among  you?  let  him  call  for  the  elders  of 
the  church;  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing  him  with  oil 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord:  and  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the 
sick,  and  the  Lord  shall  raise  him  up;  and  if  he  have  committed 
sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  him.  Confess  your  faults  one  to  an- 
other, and  pray  one  for  another,  that  ye  may  be  healed.  The  ef- 
fectual fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much.  Elias 
was  a  man  subject  to  like  passions  as  we  are,  and  he  prayed 
earnestly  that  it  might  not  rain:  and  it  rained  not  on  the  earth 
by  the  space  of  three  years  and  six  months.  And  he  prayed 
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again,  and  the  heaven  gave  rain,  and  the  earth  brought  forth  her 
fruit.  Brethren,  if  any  of  you  do  err  from  the  truth,  and  one  con- 
vert him;  let  him  know,  that  he  which  converteth  the  sinner 
from  the  error  of  his  way  shall  save  a  soul  from  death,  and  shall 
hide  a  multitude  of  sins. 


[1191] 


A  LETTER  OF  JOHN 

THE  FIRST  of  the  three  canonical  epistles  of  John,  much  superior  to 
the  other  two  which  were  nearly  rejeded  from  the  Gtrton  because  of  their 
otvious  inferiority,  was  -probably  written  lay  the  author  of  the  Gospel  ac- 
cording to  John.  Its  theme  is  the  same  mystical  commingling  of  divine 
and  human  love  celebrated  in  the  larger  work,  and  its  message  is  deliv- 
ered in  the  same  well-modulated  tone  of  gentle  sweetness.  It  is  supposed 
to  have  teen  written  in  answer  to  the  Gnostic  heresies  which  were  losing 
themselves  in  endless  intelleftual  disquisitions  upon  the  dual  nature  of 
Christ — a  problem  which  raises  no  difficulty  for  the  writer  with  his 
mystical  intuition  of  the  unity  of  the  human  and  divine. 
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WHICH  WAS  FROM  THE  BEGINNING,  which  we  have  heard, 
JL  which  we  have  seen  witk  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked 
upon,  and  our  hands  have  handled,  of  the  Word  of  life  (for  the 
life  was  manifested,  and  we  have  seen  it,  and  bear  witness,  and 
show  unto  you  that  eternal  life,  which  was  with  the  Father, 
and  was  manifested  unto  us);  that  which  we  have  seen  and 
heard  declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye  also  may  have  fellowship 
with  us:  and  truly  our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with 
his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  And  these  things  write  we  unto  you,  that 
your  joy  may  be  full. 

This  then  is  the  message  which  we  have  heard  of  him,  and 
declare  unto  you,  that  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at 
all.  If  we  say  that  we  have  fellowship  with  him,  and  walk  in 
darkness,  we  lie,  and  do  not  the  truth:  but  if  we  walk  in  the 
light,  as  he  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with  another, 
and  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin. 
If  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the 
truth  is  not  in  us.  If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and  just 
to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness. 
If  we  say  that  we  have  not  sinned,  we  make  him  a  liar,  and  his 
word  is  not  in  us.  My  little  children,  these  things  write  I  unto 
you,  that  ye  sin  not.  And  if  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate 
with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous:  and  he  is  the  pro- 
pitiation for  our  sins:  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  world.  And  hereby  we  do  know  that  we  know 
him,  if  we  keep  his  commandments.  He  that  saith,  "I  know  him," 
and  keepeth  not  his  commandments,  is  a  liar,  and  the  truth  is  not 
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in  him.  But  whoso  keepeth  his  word,  in  him  verily  is  the  love  of 
God  perfected:  hereby  know  we  that  we  are  in  him.  He  that 
saith  he  abideth  in  him  ought  himself  also  so  to  walk,  even  as  he 
walked. 

Brethren,  I  write  no  new  commandment  unto  you,  but  an  old 
commandment  which  ye  had  from  the  beginning.  The  old  com- 
mandment is  the  word  which  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning. 
Again,  a  new  commandment  I  write  unto  you,  which  thing  is 
true  in  him  and  in  you:  because  the  darkness  is  past,  and  the  true 
light  now  shineth.  He  that  saith  he  is  in  the  light,  and  hateth 
his  brother,  is  in  darkness  even  until  now.  He  that  loveth  his 
brother  abideth  in  the  light,  and  there  is  none  occasion  of 
stumbling  in  him.  But  he  that  hateth  his  brother  is  in  darkness, 
and  walketh  in  darkness,  and  knoweth  not  whither  he  goeth, 
because  that  darkness  hath  blinded  his  eyes. 

I  write  unto  you,  little  children,  because  your  sins  are  for- 
given you  for  his  name's  sake.  I  write  unto  you,  fathers,  because 
ye  have  known  him  that  is  from  the  beginning.  I  write  unto  you, 
young  men,  because  ye  have  overcome  the  wicked  one.  I  write 
unto  you,  little  children,  because  ye  have  known  the  Father.  I 
have  written  unto  you,  fathers,  because  ye  have  known  him  that 
is  from  the  beginning,  I  have  written  unto  you,  young  men,  be- 
cause ye  are  strong,  and  the  word  of  God  abideth  in  you,  and 
ye  have  overcome  the  wicked  one.  Love  not  the  world,  neither 
the  things  that  are  in  the  world.  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the 
love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.  For  all  that  is  in  the  world,  the 
lust  of  the  flesh,  and  the  lust  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is 
not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world.  And  the  world  passeth 
away,  and  the  lust  thereof:  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  God 
abideth  for  ever. 

Little  children,  it  is  the  last  time:  and  as  ye  have  heard  that 
Antichrist  shall  come,  even  now  are  there  many  Antichrists; 
whereby  we  know  that  it  is  the  last  time.  They  went  out  from 
us,  but  they  were  not  of  us;  for  if  they  had  been  of  us,  they  would 
no  doubt  have  continued  with  us:  but  they  went  out,  that  they 
might  be  made  manifest  that  they  were  not  all  of  us.  But  ye  have 
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an  unction  from  the  Holy  One,  and  ye  know  all  things.  I  have 
not  written  unto  you  because  ye  know  not  the  truth,  but  be" 
cause  ye  know  it,  and  that  no  lie  is  of  the  truth.  Who  is  a  liar 
but  he  that  denieth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ?  He  is  Antichrist, 
that  denieth  the  Father  and  the  Son.  Whosoever  denieth  the 
Son,  the  same  hath  not  the  Father  (but)  he  that  acknowledgeth 
the  Son  hath  the  Father  also. 

Behold,  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon 
us,  that  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God:  therefore  the 
world  knoweth  us  not,  because  it  knew  him  not.  Beloved,  now 
are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we 
shall  be:  but  we  know  that,  when  he  shall  appear,  we  shall  be 
like  him;  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is.  And  every  man  that  hath 
this  hope  in  him  purifieth  himself,  even  as  he  is  pure.  Whosoever 
committeth  sin  transgresseth  also  the  law:  for  sin  is  the  trans- 
gression of  the  law.  And  ye  know  that  he  was  manifested  to 
take  away  our  sins;  and  in  him  is  no  sin.  Whosoever  abideth  in 
him  sinneth  not:  whosoever  sinneth  hath  not  seen  him,  neither 
known  him.  Little  children,  let  no  man  deceive  you:  he  that 
doeth  righteousness  is  righteous,  even  as  he  is  righteous.  He  that 
committeth  sin  is  of  the  devil;  for  the  devil  sinneth  from  the  be- 
ginning. For  this  purpose  the  Son  of  God  was  manifested,  that 
he  might  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil.  Whosoever  is  born  of 
God  doth  not  commit  sin;  for  his  seed  remaineth  in  him:  and  he 
cannot  sin,  because  he  is  born  of  God.  In  this  the  children  of 
God  are  manifest,  and  the  children  of  the  devil:  whosoever 
doeth  not  righteousness  is  not  of  God,  neither  he  that  loveth 
not  his  brother.  For  this  is  the  message  that  ye  heard  from  the 
beginning,  that  we  should  love  one  another. 

We  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  because 
we  love  the  brethren.  He  that  loveth  not  his  brother  abideth  in 
death.  Whosoever  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer:  and  ye 
know  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him.  Hereby 
perceive  we  the  love  of  God,  because  he  laid  down  his  life  for 
us:  and  we  ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren.  But 
whoso  hath  this  world's  good,  and  seeth  his  brother  have  need, 
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and  shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  how  dwell- 
eth  the  love  of  God  in  him?  My  little  children,  let  us  not  love  in 
word,  neither  in  tongue;  but  in  deed  and  in  truth.  And  hereby 
we  know  that  we  are  of  the  truth,  and  shall  assure  our  hearts 
before  him.  For  if  our  heart  condemn  us,  God  is  greater  than 
our  heart,  and  knoweth  all  things.  Beloved,  if  our  heart  con- 
demn us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  toward  God.  And  what- 
soever we  ask,  we  receive  of  him,  because  we  keep  his  com- 
mandments, and  do  those  things  that  are  pleasing  in  his  sight. 
And  this  is  his  commandment,  That  we  should  believe  on  the 
name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  love  one  another,  as  he  gave 
us  commandment.  And  he  that  keepeth  his  commandments 
dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  him.  And  hereby  we  know  that  he 
abideth  in  us,  by  the  Spirit  which  he  hath  given  us. 

Beloved,  believe  not  every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits  whether 
they  are  of  God:  because  many  false  prophets  are  gone  out  into 
the  world.  Hereby  know  ye  the  Spirit  of  God:  every  spirit  that 
confesseth  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh  is  of  God;  and 
every  spirit  that  confesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the 
flesh  is  not  of  God:  and  this  is  that  spirit  of  Antichrist,  whereof 
ye  have  heard  that  it  should  come;  and  even  now  already  is  it 
in  the  world.  Ye  are  of  God,  little  children,  and  have  overcome 
them:  because  greater  is  he  that  is  in  you  than  he  that  is  in  the 
world.  They  are  of  the  world:  therefore  speak  they  of  the  world, 
and  the  world  heareth  them.  We  are  of  God:  he  that  knoweth 
God  heareth  us;  he  that  is  not  of  God  heareth  not  us.  Hereby 
know  we  the  spirit  of  truth,  and  the  spirit  of  error. 

Beloved,  let  us  love  one  another:  for  love  is  of  God;  and  every 
one  that  loveth  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth  God.  He  that 
loveth  not  knoweth  not  God;  for  God  is  love.  In  this  was  mani- 
fested the  love  of  God  toward  us,  because  that  God  sent  his 
only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through 
him.  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved 
us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins.  Beloved, 
if  God  so  loved  us,  we  ought  also  to  love  one  another, 

No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time.  If  we  love  one  another, 
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God  dwelletk  in  us,  and  kis  love  is  perfected  in  us.  Hereby 
know  we  that  we  dwell  in  him,  and  ke  in  us,  because  ke  katk 
given  us  of  kis  Spirit.  And  we  kave  seen  and  do  testify  tkat  tke 
Fatker  sent  tke  Son  to  be  tke  Saviour  of  tke  world.  Wkosoever 
skall  confess  tkat  Jesus  is  tke  Son  of  God,  God  dwelletk  in  kim, 
and  ke  in  God.  And  we  kave  known  and  believed  tke  love  tkat 
God  katk  to  us.  God  is  love;  and  ke  tkat  dwelletk  in  love  dwell- 
etk in  God,  and  God  in  kim.  Herein  is  our  love  made  perfect, 
tkat  we  may  kave  boldness  in  tke  day  of  judgment:  because  as 
ke  is,  so  are  we  in  tkis  world. 

Tkere  is  no  fear  in  love;  but  perfect  love  castetk  out  fear:  be- 
cause fear  katk  torment.  He  tkat  fearetk  is  not  made  perfect  in 
love.  We  love  kim,  because  ke  first  loved  us.  If  a  man  say,  "I  love 
God,"  and  katetk  kis  brotker,  ke  is  a  liar:  for  ke  tkat  lovetk  not 
kis  brotker  wkom  ke  katk  seen,  kow  can  ke  love  God  wkom  ke 
katk  not  seen?  And  tkis  commandment  kave  we  from  kirn,  tkat 
ke  wko  lovetk  God  love  kis  brotker  also. 


THE  REVELATION  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 

THE  INEVITABLE  CONFLICT  between  Christianity  and  the  Rowan  Em- 
pin  was  long  postponed  through  the  imperial  policy  of  religious  toleration 
and  the  political  pietism  of  the  Christians  under  the  leadership  of  Paul, 
tut  this  period  of  forbearance  came  to  an  end  with  the  oj^ciai  proclama- 
tion of  emperor  worship  lay  Domitian.  Persecution,  hitherto  confined  to 
individuals  such  as  Paul  and  Peter,  now  overtook  all  Christians  who 
were  unwilling  to  purchase  safety  at  the  price  of  conforming  to  the  Roman 
religion.  In  this  dark  hour  of  suppression  and  threatened  txtinftion, 
the  Book  of  Revelation  was  written  by  John,  a  prophet  of  Ephesus,  in 
circumstances  similar  to  those  in  which  the  Book  of  Daniel  had  been 
composed  two  centuries  earlier.  Steeped  in  the  apocalyptic  literature  of  E#e- 
kiel,  Zechariah,  and  Daniel,  the  author  constructed  a  grandiose  sym- 
bolic epic  of  the  approaching  overthrow  of  Rome  as  the  veritable  kingdom 
of  Antichrist  foretold  by  the  prophets.  Though  the  influence  of  Paul  is 
evident  in  the  epistolary  form  of  the  prologue,  the  spirit  of  the  work  is 
essentially  Hebraic  rather  than  Christian. 

Dominated  by  conceptions  of  war  and  revenge,  the  work  is  ethically  on 
a  lower  plane  than  the  rest  of  the  Hew  Testament,  but  from  the  stridly 
literary  point  of  view  it  is  the  most  magnificent  of  the  later  books  of  the 
Bible.  Carefully  composed  upon  a  symbolic  pattern  furnished  by  the  sacred 
number  seven,  it  presents  a  cumulative  series  of  astounding  visions  in 
which  color }  form,  the  sounds  of  musical  instruments,  and  the  tumultu- 
ous noises  of  storm  and  earthquake  all  unite  to  create  an  overwhelming 
impression  of  the  final  struggle  between  the  embattled  hosts  of  good  and 
evil.  Deliberately  obscure  in  its  allegory  that  it  might  not  be  understood 
of  the  pagans,  the  drama  is  enafted  in  an  unearthly  metallic  atmosphere, 
at  times  grimly  lurid  and  then  again  blinding  in  its  splendor;  and  always 
to  the  accompaniment  of  piercing  choruses  of  despair  or  vidory.  It  is  jit- 
ting  that  the  Bible  should  close  with  this  culminating  example  of  the 
apocalyptic  form,  so  deeply  infused  with  the  prophetic  spirit,  a  kind  of 
raurredlion  of  the  Old  Testament  in  Christian  guise. 


Tke  Revelation  of 

JESUS  CHRIST 


WHICH  GOD  GAVE  UNTO  HIM,  TO  SHOW  UNTO  HIS  SERVANTS  THINGS 
WHICH  MUST  SHORTLY  COME  TO  PASS;  AND  HE  SENT  AND  SIGNIFIED  IT 
BY  HIS  ANGEL  UNTO  HIS  SERVANT  JOHN,  WHO  BORE  RECORD  OF  THE 
WORD  OF  GOD,  AND  OF  THE  TESTIMONY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST,  AND  OF 
ALL  THINGS  THAT  HE  SAW. 

BLESSED  IS  HE  THAT  READETH,  AND  THEY  THAT  HEAR  THE  WORDS 
•OF  THIS  PROPHECY,  AND  KEEP  THOSE  THINGS  WHICH  ARE  WRITTEN 

THEREIN:  FOR  THE  TIME  is  AT  HAND. 


Prologue 

TOHN  TO  THE  SEVEN  CHURCHES  which  are  in  Asia:  grace  be  unto 
J  you,  and  peace,  from  him  which  is,  and  which  was,  and 
which  is  to  come;  and  from  the  seven  Spirits  which  are  before 
his  throne;  and  from  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  faithful  witness, 
and  the  first  begotten  of  the  dead,  and  the  prince  of  the  kings  of 
the  earth.  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins 
in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God 
and  his  Father;  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen, 

Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds;  and  every  eye  shall  see  him, 
and  they  also  which  pierced  him:  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth 
shall  wail  because  of  him.  Even  so:  amen. 

"I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending," 
saith  the  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come, 
the  Almighty. 

I  John,  who  also  am  your  brother,  and  companion  in  tribu- 
lation, and  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesus  Christ,  was  in 
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the  isle  that  is  called  Patmos,  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the 
testimony  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day, 
and  heard  behind  me  a  great  voice,  as  of  a  trumpet,  saying,  "I 
am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  first  and  the  last,"  and,  "What  thou 
seest,  write  in  a  book,  and  send  it  unto  the  seven  churches  which 
are  in  Asia;  unto  Ephesus,  and  unto  Smyrna,  and  unto  Pergamos, 
and  unto  Thyatira,  and  unto  Sardis,  and  unto  Philadelphia,  and 
unto  Laodicea/' 

And  I  turned  to  see  the  voice  that  spoke  with  me.  And  being 
turned,  I  saw  seven  golden  candlesticks;  and  in  the  midst  of  the 
seven  candlesticks  one  like  unto  the  Son  of  Man,  clothed  with  a 
garment  down  to  the  foot,  and  girt  about  the  paps  with  a  golden 
girdle.  His  head  and  his  hairs  were  white  like  wool,  as  white  as 
snow;  and  his  eyes  were  as  a  flame  of  fire;  and  his  feet  like  unto 
fine  brass,  as  if  they  burned  in  a  furnace;  and  his  voice  as  the 
sound  of  many  waters.  And  he  had  in  his  right  hand  seven  stars: 
and  out  of  his  mouth  went  a  sharp  two-edged  sword:  and  his 
countenance  was  as  the  sun  shineth  in  his  strength.  And  when  I 
saw  him,  I  fell  at  his  feet  as  dead.  And  he  laid  his  right  hand 
upon  me,  saying  unto  me, 

Tear  not;  I  am  the  first  and  the  last:  I  am  he  that  liveth,  and 
was  dead;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore,  Amen;  and  have 
the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death.  Write  the  things  which  thou  hast 
seen,  and  the  things  which  are,  and  the  things  which  shall  be 
hereafter;  the  mystery  of  the  seven  stars  which  thou  sawest  in 
my  right  hand,  and  the  seven  golden  candlesticks.  The  seven 
stars  are  the  angels  of  the  seven  churches:  and  the  seven  candle- 
sticks which  thou  sawest  are  the  seven  churches. 

"Unto  the  angel  of  the  church  of  Ephesus  write:  These  things 
saith  he  that  holdeth  the  seven  stars  in  his  right  hand,  who 
walketh  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  golden  candlesticks:  I  know 
thy  works,  and  thy  labour,  and  thy  patience,  and  how  thou 
canst  not  bear  them  which  are  evil:  and  thou  hast  tried  them 
which  say  they  are  apostles,  and  are  not,  and  hast  found  them 
liars,  and  hast  borne,  and  hast  patience,  and  for  my  name's  sake 
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hast  laboured,  and  hast  not  fainted.  Nevertheless  I  have  some- 
what against  thee,  because  thou  hast  left  thy  first  love.  Remem- 
ber therefore  from  whence  thou  art  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do 
the  first  works;  or  else  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly,  and  will 
remove  thy  candlestick  out  of  his  place,  except  thou  repent. 
But  this  thou  hast,  that  thou  hatest  the  deeds  of  the  Nicolaitanes, 
which  I  also  hate.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  saith  unto  the  churches:  "To  him  that  overcometh  will  I 
give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  para- 
dise of  God."' 

"And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Smyrna  write:  These 
things  saith  the  first  and  the  last,  which  was  dead,  and  is  alive: 
I  know  thy  works,  and  tribulation,  and  poverty  (but  thou  art 
rich),  and  I  know  the  blasphemy  of  them  which  say  they  are 
Jews,  and  are  not,  but  are  the  synagogue  of  Satan.  Fear  none  of 
those  things  which  thou  shalt  suffer:  behold,  the  devil  shall  cast 
some  of  you  into  prison,  that  ye  may  be  tried;  and  ye  shall  have 
tribulation  ten  days:  be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give 
thee  a  crown  of  life.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the 
Spirit  saith  unto  the  churches:  "He  that  overcometh  shall  not 
be  hurt  of  the  second  death." ' 

"And  to  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Pergamos  write:  These 
things  saith  he  which  hath  the  sharp  sword  with  two  edges:  I 
know  thy  works,  and  where  thou  dwellest,  even  where  Satan's 
seat  is:  and  thou  holdest  fast  my  name,  and  hast  not  denied  my 
faith,  even  in  those  days  wherein  Antipas  was  my  faithful  mar- 
tyr, who  was  slain  among  you,  where  Satan  dwelleth.  But  I 
have  a  few  things  against  thee,  because  thou  hast  there  them 
that  hold  the  doctrine  of  Balaam,  who  taught  Balak  to  cast  a 
stumblingblock  before  the  children  of  Israel,  to  eat  things  sac- 
rificed unto  idols,  and  to  commit  fornication.  So  hast  thou  also 
them  that  hold  the  doctrine  of  the  Nicolaitanes,  which  thing  I 
hate.  Repent;  or  else  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly,  and  will 
fight  against  them  with  the  sword  of  my  mouth.  He  that  hath 
an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  churches: 
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"To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna, 
and  will  give  him  a  white  stone,  and  in  the  stone  a  new  name 
written,  which  no  man  knoweth  saving  he  that  receiveth  it.  * ' 

"And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Thyatira  write:  These 
things  saith  the  Son  of  God,  who  hath  his  eyes  like  unto  a  flame 
of  fire,  and  his  feet  are  like  fine  brass:  I  know  thy  works,  and 
charity,  and  service,  and  faith,  and  thy  patience,  and  thy  works; 
and  the  last  to  be  more  than  the  first.  Notwithstanding  I  have  a 
few  things  against  thee,  because  thou  sufferest  that  woman 
Jezebel,  which  calleth  herself  a  prophetess,  to  teach  and  to 
seduce  my  servants  to  commit  fornication,  and  to  eat  things 
sacrificed  unto  idols.  And  I  gave  her  space  to  repent  of  her  forni- 
cation; and  she  repented  not.  Behold,  I  will  cast  her  into  a  bed, 
and  them  that  commit  adultery  with  her  into  great  tribulation, 
except  they  repent  of  their  deeds.  And  I  will  kill  her  children 
with  death;  and  all  the  churches  shall  know  that  I  am  he  which 
searcheth  the  reins  and  hearts:  and  I  will  give  unto  every  one  of 
you  according  to  your  works.  But  unto  you  I  say,  and  unto  the 
rest  in  Thyatira,  as  many  as  have  not  this  doctrine,  and  which 
have  not  known  the  depths  of  Satan,  as  they  speak;  I  will  put 
upon  you  none  other  burden.  But  that  which  ye  have  already 
hold  fast  till  I  come,  And  he  that  overcometh,  and  keepeth  my 
works  unto  the  end,  to  him  will  I  give  power  over  the  nations, 
and  he  shall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron;  as  the  vessels  of  a 
potter  shall  they  be  broken  to  shivers:  even  as  I  received  of  my 
Father.  And  I  will  give  him  the  morning  star.  He  that  hath  an 
ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  churches. ' 

"And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Sardis  write:  'These 
things  saith  he  that  hath  the  seven  Spirits  of  God,  and  the 
seven  stars:  I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  hast  a  name  that  thou 
livest,  and  art  dead.  Be  watchful,  and  strengthen  the  things 
which  remain,  that  are  ready  to  die:  for  I  have  not  found  thy 
works  perfect  before  God.  Remember  therefore  how  thou  hast 
received  and  heard,  and  hold  fast,  and  repent.  If  therefore  thou 
shalt  not  watch,  I  will  come  on  thee  as  a  thief,  and  thou  shalt 
not  know  what  hour  I  will  come  upon  thee,  Thou  hast  a  few 
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names  even  in  Sardis  which  have  not  defiled  their  garments;  and 
they  shall  walk  with  me  in  white:  for  they  are  worthy.  He  that 
overcometh,  the  same  shall  be  clothed  in  white  raiment;  and  I 
will  not  blot  out  his  name  out  of  the  book  of  life,  but  I  will  con- 
fess his  name  before  my  Father,  and  before  his  angels.  He  that 
hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  churches/ 

"And  to  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Philadelphia  write:  These 
things  saith  he  that  is  holy,  he  that  is  true,  he  that  hath  the  key 
of  David,  he  that  openeth,  and  no  man  shutteth;  and  shutteth, 
and  no  man  openeth:  I  know  thy  works:  behold,  I  have  set  before 
thee  an  open  door,  and  no  man  can  shut  it:  for  thou  hast  a  little 
strength,  and  hast  kept  my  word,  and  hast  not  denied  my  name. 
Behold,  I  will  make  them  of  the  synagogue  of  Satan,  which  say 
they  are  Jews,  and  are  not,  but  do  lie;  behold,  I  will  make  them 
to  come  and  worship  before  thy  feet,  and  to  know  that  I  have 
loved  thee.  Because  thou  hast  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I 
also  will  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation,  which  shall 
come  upon  all  the  world,  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth. 
Behold,  I  come  quickly:  hold  that  fast  which  thou  hast,  that  no 
man  take  thy  crown.  Him  that  overcometh  will  I  make  a  pillar 
in  the  temple  of  my  God,  and  he  shall  go  no  more  out:  and  I  will 
write  upon  him  the  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the  city 
of  my  God,  which  is  new  Jerusalem,  which  cometh  down  out 
of  heaven  from  my  God:  and  I  will  write  upon  him  my  new 
name.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  churches. ' 

"And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  of  the  Laodiceans  write: 
"These  things  saith  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  witness,  the 
beginning  of  the  creation  of  God:  I  know  thy  works,  that  thou 
art  neither  cold  nor  hot:  I  would  thou  wert  cold  or  hot.  So  then 
because  thou  art  lukewarm,  and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  will  spew 
thee  out  of  my  mouth.  Because  thou  sayest,  "I  am  rich,  and  in- 
creased with  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing";  and  knowest 
not  that  thou  art  wretched,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind, 
and  naked:  I  counsel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that 
thou  mayest  be  rich;  and  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayest  be 
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clothed,  and  that  the  shame  of  thy  nakedness  do  not  appear;  and 
anoint  thine  eyes  with  eyesalve,  that  thou  mayest  see.  As  many 
as  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chasten:  be  zealous  therefore,  and  repent. 
Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door,  and  knock;  if  any  man  hear  my  voice, 
and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him, 
and  he  with  me.  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with 
me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame,  and  am  set  down  with 
my  Father  in  his  throne.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what 
the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  churches/" 

I.  The  Book  Staled  with  Seven  Seals 

After  this  I  looked,  and,  behold,  a  door  was  opened  in  heaven: 
and  the  first  voice  which  I  heard  was  as  it  were  of  a  trumpet 
talking  with  me;  which  said, 

"Come  up  hither,  and  I  will  show  thee  things  which  must  be 
hereafter/' 

And  immediately  I  was  in  the  spirit:  and,  behold,  a  throne 
was  set  in  heaven,  and  one  sat  on  the  throne.  And  he  that  sat 
was  to  look  upon  like  a  jasper  and  a  sardine  stone:  and  there 
was  a  rainbow  round  about  the  throne,  in  sight  like  unto  an 
emerald.  And  round  about  the  throne  were  four  and  twenty 
seats:  and  upon  the  seats  I  saw  four  and  twenty  elders  sitting, 
clothed  in  white  raiment;  and  they  had  on  their  heads  crowns 
of  gold.  And  out  of  the  throne  proceeded  lightnings  and  than- 
derings  and  voices:  and  there  were  seven  lamps  of  fire  burning 
before  the  throne,  which  are  the  seven  Spirits  of  God.  And  be- 
fore the  throne  there  was  a  sea  of  glass  like  unto  crystal:  and 
in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  and  round  about  the  throne,  were 
four  beasts  full  of  eyes  before  and  behind.  And  the  first  beast 
was  like  a  lion,  and  the  second  beast  like  a  calf,  and  the  third 
beast  had  a  face  as  a  man,  and  the  fourth  beast  was  like  a  flying 
eagle.  And  the  four  beasts  had  each  of  them  six  wings  about 
him;  and  they  were  full  of  eyes  within:  and  they  rest  not  day 
and  night,  saying, 

"Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  was,  and  is, 
and  is  to  come/' 
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And  when  those  beasts  give  glory  and  honour  and  thanks  to 
him  that  sat  on  the  throne,  who  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  the 
four  and  twenty  elders  fall  down  before  him  that  sat  on  the 
throne,  and  worship  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  and  cast 
their  crowns  before  the  throne,  saying, 

"Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory  and  honour  and 
power;  for  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  for  thy  pleasure 
they  are  and  were  created." 

And  I  saw  in  the  right  hand  of  him  that  sat  on  the  throne  a 
book  written  within  and  on  the  backside,  sealed  with  seven 
seals.  And  I  saw  a  strong  angel  proclaiming  with  a  loud  voice, 

"Who  is  worthy  to  open  the  book,  and  to  loose  the  seals 
thereof?" 

And  no  man  in  heaven,  nor  in  earth,  neither  under  the  earth, 
was  able  to  open  the  book,  neither  to  look  thereon.  And  I  wept 
much,  because  no  man  was  found  worthy  to  open  and  to  read 
the  book,  neither  to  look  thereon.  And  one  of  the  elders  saith 
unto  me, 

"Weep  not:  behold,  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  Root 
of  David,  hath  prevailed  to  open  the  book,  and  to  loose  the 
seven  seals  thereof/1 

And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  and  of  the 
four  beasts,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  elders,  stood  a  Lamb  as  it 
had  been  slain,  having  seven  horns  and  seven  eyes,  which  are 
the  seven  Spirits  of  God  sent  forth  into  all  the  earth.  And  he 
came  and  took  the  book  out  of  the  right  hand  of  him  that  sat 
upon  the  throne.  And  when  he  had  taken  the  book,  the  four 
beasts  and  four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down  before  the  Lamb, 
having  every  one  of  them  harps,  and  golden  vials  full  of  odours, 
which  are  the  prayers  of  saints.  And  they  sung  anew  song,  saying, 

"Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  seals 
thereof:  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by 
thy  blood  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and 
nation;  and  hast  made  us  unto  our  God  kings  and  priests:  and 
we  shall  reign  on  the  earth." 

And  I  beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round 
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about  the  throne  and  tke  beasts  and  the  elders:  and  the  number 
of  them  was  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of 
thousands,  saying  with  a  loud  voice, 

"Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and 
riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and 
blessing." 

And  every  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and 
under  the  earth,  and  such  as  are  in  the  sea,  and  all  that  are  in 
them,  heard  I  saying, 

"Blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him 
that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and 
ever." 

And  the  four  beasts  said, 

"Amen ! " 

And  the  four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down  and  worshipped 
him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever. 

II.  The  Opening  of  the  Seals 

And  I  saw  when  the  Lamb  opened  one  of  the  seals,  and  I 
heard,  as  it  were  the  noise  of  thunder,  one  of  the  four  beasts 
saying, 

"Come  and  see/' 

And  I  saw,  and  beheld  a  white  horse:  and  he  that  sat  on  him 
had  a  bow;  and  a  crown  was  given  unto  him:  and  he  went  forth 
conquering,  and  to  conquer.  And  when  he  had  opened  the  sec-* 
ond  seal,  I  heard  the  second  beast  say, 

"Come  and  see/' 

And  there  went  out  another  horse  that  was  red:  and  power 
was  given  to  him  that  sat  thereon  to  take  peace  from  the  earth, 
and  that  they  should  kill  one  another:  and  there  was  given  unto 
him  a  great  sword.  And  when  he  had  opened  the  third  seal,  I 
heard  the  third  beast  say, 

"Come  and  see." 

And  I  beheld,  and  lo  a  black  horse;  and  he  that  sat  on  him 
had  a  pair  of  balances  in  his  hand.  And  I  heard  a  voice  in  the 
midst  of  the  four  beasts  say,  "A  measure  of  wheat  for  a  penny, 
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and  three  measures  of  barley  for  a  penny;  and  see  thou  hurt  not 
the  oil  and  the  wine/*  And  when  he  had  opened  the  fourth  seal, 
I  heard  the  voice  of  the  fourth  beast  say, 

"Come  and  see/' 

And  I  looked,  and  beheld  a  pale  horse:  and  his  name  that  sat 
on  him  was  Death,  and  Hell  followed  with  him.  And  power 
was  given  unto  them  over  the  fourth  part  of  the  earth,  to  kill 
with  sword,  and  with  hunger,  and  with  death,  and  with  the 
beasts  of  the  earth.  And  when  he  had  opened  the  fifth  seal,  I 
saw  under  the  altar  the  souls  of  them  that  were  slain  for  the 
word  of  God,  and  for  the  testimony  which  they  held.  And  they 
cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying, 

"How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  dost  thou  not  judge  and 
avenge  our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth?" 

And  white  robes  were  given  unto  every  one  of  them;  and  it 
was  said  unto  them,  that  they  should  rest  yet  for  a  little  season, 
until  their  fellowservants  also  and  their  brethren,  that  should 
be  killed  as  they  were,  should  be  fulfilled. 

And  I  beheld  when  he  had  opened  the  sixth  seal,  and,  lo, 
there  was  a  great  earthquake;  and  the  sun  became  black  as  sack- 
cloth of  hair,  and  the  moon  became  as  blood;  and  the  stars  of 
heaven  fell  unto  the  earth,  even  as  a  fig  tree  casteth  her  untimely 
figs,  when  she  is  shaken  of  a  mighty  wind.  And  the  heaven  de- 
parted as  a  scroll  when  it  is  rolled  together;  and  every  moun- 
tain and  island  were  moved  out  of  their  places.  And  the  kings 
of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men,  and  the  rich  men,  and  the  chief 
captains,  and  the  mighty  men,  and  every  bondman,  and  every 
free  man,  hid  themselves  in  the  dens  and  in  the  rocks  of  the 
mountains,  and  said  to  the  mountains  and  rocks,  "Fall  on  us, 
and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and 
from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb:  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is 
coxne;  and  who  shall  be  able  to  stand?" 

And  after  these  things  I  saw  four  angels  standing  on  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth,  holding  the  four  winds  of  the  earth,  that 
the  wind  should  not  blow  on  the  earth,  nor  on  the  sea,  nor  on 
any  tree.  And  I  saw  another  angel  ascending  from  the  east,  hav- 
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ing  the  seal  of  the  living  God:  and  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice  to 
the  four  angels,  to  whom  it  was  given  to  hurt  the  earth  and  the 
sea,  saying,  "Hurt  not  the  earth,  neither  the  sea,  nor  the  trees, 
till  we  have  sealed  the  servants  of  our  God  in  their  foreheads." 

And  I  heard  the  number  of  them  which  were  sealed:  and  there 
were  sealed  a  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand  of  all  the 
tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

After  this  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  a  great  multitude,  which  no  man 
could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  and 
tongues,  stood  before  the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed 
with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands,  and  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  saying,  "Salvation  to  our  God  which  sitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb." 

And  all  the  angels  stood  round  about  the  throne,  and  about 
the  elders  and  the  four  beasts,  and  fell  before  the  throne  on  their- 
faces,  and  worshipped  God,  saying, 

"Amen!  Blessing,  and  glory,  and  wisdom,  and  thanksgiving, 
and  honour,  and  power,  and  might,  be  unto  our  God  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen!" 

And  one  of  the  elders  answered,  saying  unto  me, 

"What  are  these  which  are  arrayed  in  white  robes?  and  whence 
came  they?" 

And  I  said  unto  him,  "Sir,  thou  knowest." 

And  he  said  to  me, 

"These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have 
washed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb.  Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  serve 
him  day  and  night  in  his  temple:  and  he  that  sitteth  on  the 
throne  shall  dwell  among  them.  They  shall  hunger  no  more,  nei" 
ther  thirst  any  more;  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  them,  nor  any 
heat.  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall 
feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters; 
and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes." 

And  when  he  had  opened  the  seventh  seal,  there  was  silence 
in  heaven  about  the  space  of  half  an  hour.  And  I  saw  the  seven 
angels  which  stood  before  God;  and  to  them  were  given  seven 
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trumpets.  And  another  angel  came  and  stood  at  the  altar,  having 
a  golden  censer;  and  there  was  given  unto  him  much  incense, 
that  he  should  offer  it  with  the  prayers  of  all  saints  upon  the 
golden  altar  which  was  before  the  throne.  And  the  smoke  of  the 
incense,  which  came  with  the  prayers  of  the  saints,  ascended  up 
before  God  out  of  the  angel's  hand.  And  the  angel  took  the 
censer,  and  filled  it  with  fire  of  the  altar,  and  cast  it  into  the 
earth:  and  there  were  voices,  and  thunder  ings,  and  lightnings, 
and  an  earthquake. 

III.  The  Seven  Trumpets 

And  the  seven  angels  which  had  the  seven  trumpets  prepared 
themselves  to  sound. 

The  first  angel  sounded,  and  there  followed  hail  and  fire  min- 
gled with  blood,  and  they  were  cast  upon  the  earth:  and  the 
third  part  of  trees  was  burnt  up,  and  all  green  grass  was  burnt  up. 

And  the  second  angel  sounded,  and  as  it  were  a  great  moun- 
tain burning  with  fire  was  cast  into  the  sea:  and  the  third  part 
of  the  sea  became  blood;  and  the  third  part  of  the  creatures 
which  were  in  the  sea,  and  had  life,  died;  and  the  third  part  of 
the  ships  were  destroyed. 

And  the  third  angel  sounded,  and  there  fell  a  great  star  from 
heaven,  burning  as  it  were  a  lamp,  and  it  fell  upon  the  third  part 
of  the  rivers,  and  upon  the  fountains  of  waters;  and  the  name  of 
the  star  is  called  Wormwood:  and  the  third  part  of  the  waters 
became  wormwood;  and  many  men  died  of  the  waters,  because  - 
they  were  made  bitter. 

And  the  fourth  angel  sounded,  and  the  third  part  of  the  sun 
was  smitten,  and  the  third  part  of  the  moon,  and  the  third  part 
of  the  stars;  so  as  the  third  part  of  them  was  darkened,  and  the 
day  shone  not  for  a  third  part  of  it,  and  the  night  likewise.  And 
I  beheld,  and  heard  an  angel  flying  through  the  midst  of  heaven, 
saying  with  a  loud  voice, 

"Woe,  woe,  woe,  to  the  inhabiters  of  the  earth  by  reason  of 
the  other  voices  of  the  trumpet  of  the  three  angels,  which  are 
yet  to  sound!" 
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And  the  fifth  angel  sounded,  and  I  saw  a  star  fall  from  heaven 
unto  the  earth:  and  to  him  was  given  the  key  of  the  bottomless 
pit.  And  he  opened  the  bottomless  pit;  and  there  arose  a  smoke 
out  of  the  pit,  as  the  smoke  of  a  great  furnace;  and  the  sun  and 
the  air  were  darkened  by  reason  of  the  smoke  of  the  pit.  And 
there  came  out  of  the  smoke  locusts  upon  the  earth:  and  unto 
them  was  given  power,  as  the  scorpions  of  the  earth  have  power. 
And  it  was  commanded  them  that  they  should  not  hurt  the  grass 
of  the  earth,  neither  any  green  thing,  neither  any  tree;  but  only 
those  men  which  have  not  the  seal  of  God  in  their  foreheads. 
And  to  them  it  was  given  that  they  should  not  kill  them,  but 
that  they  should  be  tormented  five  months:  and  their  torment 
was  as  the  torment  of  a  scorpion,  when  he  striketh  a  man.  And 
in  those  days  shall  men  seek  death,  and  shall  not  find  it;  and 
shall  desire  to  die,  and  death  shall  flee  from  them.  And  the  shapes 
of  the  locusts  were  like  unto  horses  prepared  unto  battle;  and 
on  their  heads  were  as  it  were  crowns  like  gold,  and  their  faces 
were  as  the  faces  of  men.  And  they  had  hair  as  the  hair  of  women 
and  their  teeth  were  as  the  teeth  of  lions.  And  they  had  breast- 
plates, as  it  were  breastplates  of  iron;  and  the  sound  of  their 
wings  was  as  the  sound  of  chariots  of  many  horses  running  to 
battle,  And  they  had  tails  like  unto  scorpions,  and  there  were 
stings  in  their  tails:  and  their  power  was  to  hurt  men  five  months. 
And  they  had  a  king  over  them,  which  is  the  angel  of  the  bot- 
tomless pit,  whose  name  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  is  Abaddon, 
but  in  the  Greek  tongue  hath  his  name  Apollyon.  One  woe  is 
past;  and,  behold,  there  come  two  woes  more  hereafter. 

And  the  sixth  angel  sounded,  and  I  heard  a  voice  from  the 
four  horns  of  the  golden  altar  which  is  before  God,  saying  to 
the  sixth  angel  which  had  the  trumpet,  "Loose  the  four  angels 
which  are  bound  in  the  great  river  Euphrates." 

And  the  four  angels  were  loosed,  which  were  prepared  for 
an  hour,  and  a  day,  and  a  month,  and  a  year,  for  to  slay  the  third 
part  of  men.  And  the  number  of  the  army  of  the  horsemen  were 
two  hundred  thousand  thousand:  and  I  heard  the  number  of  them. 
And  thus  I  saw  the  horses  in  the  vision,  and  them  that  sat  on 
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them,  Laving  breastplates  of  fire,  and  of  jacinth,  and  brimstone: 
and  the  heads  of  the  horses  were  as  the  heads  of  lions;  and  out 
of  their  mouths  issued  fire  and  smoke  and  brimstone.  By  these 
three  was  the  third  part  of  men  killed,  by  the  fire,  and  by  the 
smoke,  and  by  the  brimstone,  which  issued  out  of  their  mouths. 
For  their  power  is  in  their  mouth,  and  in  their  tails:  for  their 
tails  were  like  unto  serpents,  and  had  heads,  and  with  them 
they  do  hurt.  And  the  rest  of  the  men  which  were  not  killed  by 
these  plagues  yet  repented  not  of  the  works  of  their  hands,  that 
they  should  not  worship  devils,  and  idols  of  gold,  and  silver, 
and  brass,  and  stone,  and  of  wood:  which  neither  can  see,  nor 
hear,  nor  walk:  neither  repented  they  of  their  murders,  nor  of 
their  sorceries,  nor  of  their  fornication,  nor  of  their  thefts. 

And  I  saw  another  mighty  angel  come  down  from  heaven, 
clothed  with  a  cloud:  and  a  rainbow  was  upon  his  head,  and  his 
face  was  as  it  were  the  sun,  and  his  feet  as  pillars  of  fire:  and  he 
had  in  his  hand  a  little  book  open:  and  he  set  his  right  foot  upon 
the  sea,  and  his  left  foot  on  the  earth,  and  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  as  when  a  lion  roareth:  and  when  he  had  cried,  seven 
thunders  uttered  their  voices.  And  when  the  seven  thunders 
had  uttered  their  voices,  I  was  about  to  write:  and  I  heard  a 
voice  from  heaven  saying  unto  me, 

"Seal  up  those  things  which  the  seven  thunders  uttered,  and 
write  them  not/' 

And  the  angel  which  I  saw  stand  upon  the  sea  and  upon  the 
earth  lifted  up  his  hand  to  heaven,  and  swore  by  him  that  liveth 
for  ever  and  ever,  who  created  heaven,  and  the  things  that  there- 
in are,  and  the  earth,  and  the  things  that  therein  are,  and  the 
sea,  and  the  things  which  are  therein,  that  there  should  be  time 
no  longer:  but  in  the  days  of  the  voice  of  the  seventh  angel, 
when  he  shall  begin  to  sound,  the  mystery  of  God  should  be 
finished,  as  he  hath  declared  to  his  servants  the  prophets.  And 
the  voice  which  I  heard  from  heaven  spoke  unto  me  again,  and 
said, 

"Go  and  take  the  little  book  which  is  open  in  the  hand  of 
the  angel  which  standeth  upon  the  sea  and  upon  the  earth." 

["ill 
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And  I  went  unto  the  angel,  and  said  unto  him, 

"Give  me  the  little  book/' 

And  he  said  unto  me, 

'Take  it,  and  eat  it  up;  and  it  shall  make  thy  belly  bitter, 
but  it  shall  be  in  thy  mouth  sweet  as  honey." 

And  I  took  the  little  book  out  of  the  angel's  hand,  and  ate  it 
up;  and  it  was  in  my  mouth  sweet  as  honey:  and  as  soon  as  I  had 
eaten  it,  my  belly  was  bitter.  And  he  said  unto  me, 

"Thou  must  prophesy  again  before  many  peoples,  and  na- 
tions, and  tongues,  and  kings." 

And  there  was  given  me  a  reed  like  unto  a  rod:  and  the  angel 
stood,  saying,  "Rise,  and  measure  the  temple  of  God,  and  the 
altar,  and  them  that  worship  therein.  But  the  court  which  is 
without  the  temple  leave  out,  and  measure  it  not;  for  it  is  given 
unto  the  Gentiles:  and  the  holy  city  shall  they  tread  under  foot 
forty  and  two  months.  And  I  will  give  power  unto  my  two 
witnesses,  and  they  shall  prophesy  a  thousand  two  hundred  and 
threescore  days,  clothed  in  sackcloth.  These  are  the  two  olive 
trees,  and  the  two  candlesticks  standing  before  the  God  of  the 
earth.  And  if  any  man  will  hurt  them,  fire  proceedeth  out  of  their 
mouth,  and  devoureth  their  enemies:  and  if  any  man  will  hurt 
them,  he  must  in  this  manner  be  killed.  These  have  power  to 
shut  heaven,  that  it  rain  not  in  the  days  of  their  prophecy:  and 
have  power  over  waters  to  turn  them  to  blood,  and  to  smite  the 
earth  with  all  plagues,  as  often  as  they  will.  And  when  they 
shall  have  finished  their  testimony,  the  beast  that  ascendeth  out 
of  the  bottomless  pit  shall  make  war  against  them,  and  shall 
overcome  them,  and  kill  them.  And  their  dead  bodies  shall  lie 
in  the  street  of  the  great  city,  which  spiritually  is  called  Sodom 
and  Egypt,  where  also  our  Lord  was  crucified.  And  they  of  the 
people  and  kindreds  and  tongues  and  nations  shall  see  their 
dead  bodies  three  days  and  a  half,  and  shall  not  suffer  their 
dead  bodies  to  be  put  in  graves.  And  they  that  dwell  upon  the 
earth  shall  rejoice  over  them,  and  make  merry,  and  shall  send 
gifts  one  to  another;  because  these  two  prophets  tormented  them 
that  dwelt  on  the  earth.  * 
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And  after  three  days  and  a  Half  the  spirit  of  life  from  God 
entered  into  them,  and  they  stood  upon  their  feet;  and  great 
fear  fell  upon  them  which  saw  them. 

And  they  heard  a  great  voice  from  heaven  saying  unto  them, 
"Come  up  hither ! "  And  they  ascended  up  to  heaven  in  a  cloud; 
and  their  enemies  beheld  them.  And  the  same  hour  was  there  a 
great  earthquake,  and  the  tenth  part  of  the  city  fell,  and  in  the 
earthquake  were  slain  of  men  seven  thousand:  and  the  remnant 
were  affrighted,  and  gave  glory  to  the  God  of  heaven.  The  sec- 
ond woe  is  past;  and,  behold,  the  third  woe  cometh  quickly. 

And  the  seventh  angel  sounded;  and  there  were  great  voices 
in  heaven,  saying, 

"The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our 
Lord,  and  of  his  Christ;  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever." 

And  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  which  sat  before  God  on 
their  seats,  fell  upon  their  faces,  and  worshipped  God,  saying, 

"We  give  thee  thanks,  O  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  art,  and 
wast,  and  art  to  come;  because  thou  hast  taken  to  thee  thy  great 
power,  and  hast  reigned.  And  the  nations  were  angry,  and  thy 
wrath  is  come,  and  the  time  of  the  dead,  that  they  should  be 
judged,  and  that  thou  shouldest  give  reward  unto  thy  servants 
the  prophets,  and  to  the  saints,  and  them  that  fear  thy  name, 
small  and  great;  and  shouldest  destroy  them  which  destroy  the 
earth." 

And  the  temple  of  God  was  opened  in  heaven,  and  there  was 
seen  in  his  temple  the  ark  of  his  testament:  and  there  were  light- 
nings, and  voices,  and  thunderings,  and  an  earthquake,  and  great 
hail. 

IV.  The  Woman  Clothed  with  the  Sun 

And  there  appeared  a  great  wonder  in  heaven:  a  woman 
clothed  with  the  sun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and  upon 
her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  stars.  And  she  being  with  child 
cried,  travailing  in  birth,  and  pained  to  be  delivered. 

And  there  appeared  another  wonder  in  heaven:  and  behold  a 
great  red  dragon,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns,  and  seven 
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crowns  upon  his  heads.  And  his  tail  drew  the  third  part  of  the 
stars  of  heaven,  and  did  cast  them  to  the  earth:  and  the  dragon 
stood  before  the  woman  which  was  ready  to  be  delivered,  for 
to  devour  her  child  as  soon  as  it  was  born. 

And  she  brought  forth  a  man  child,  who  was  to  rule  all  na- 
tions with  a  rod  of  iron:  and  her  child  was  caught  up  unto  God, 
and  to  his  throne.  And  the  woman  fled  into  the  wilderness, 
where  she  hath  a  place  prepared  of  God,  that  they  should  feed 
her  there  a  thousand  two  hundred  and  threescore  days. 

And  there  was  war  in  heaven.  Michael  and  his  angels  fought 
against  the  dragon;  and  the  dragon  fought  and  his  angels,  and 
prevailed  not;  neither  was  their  place  found  any  more  in  heaven. 
And  the  great  dragon  was  cast  out,  that  old  serpent,  called  the 
Devil,  and  Satan,  which  deceiveth  the  whole  world:  he  was 
cast  out  into  the  earth,  and  his  angels  were  cast  out  with  him. 

And  I  heard  a  loud  voice  saying  in  heaven, 

"Now  is  come  salvation,  and  strength,  and  the  kingdom  of 
our  God,  and  the  power  of  his  Christ:  for  the  accuser  of  our 
brethren  is  cast  down,  which  accused  them  before  our  God  day 
,  and  night.  And  they  overcame  him  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
and  by  the  word  of  their  testimony;  and  they  loved  not  their 
lives  unto  the  death.  Therefore  rejoice,  ye  heavens,  and  ye  that 
dwell  in  them.  Woe  to  the  inhabiters  of  the  earth  and  of  the 
sea !  for  the  devil  is  come  down  unto  you,  having  great  wrath, 
because  he  knoweth  that  he  hath  but  a  short  time." 

And  when  the  dragon  saw  that  he  was  cast  unto  the  earth,  he 
persecuted  the  woman  which  brought  forth  the  man  child.  And 
to  the  woman  were  given  two  wings  of  a  great  eagle,  that  she 
might  fly  into  the  wilderness,  into  her  place,  where  she  is  nour- 
ished for  a  time,  and  times,  and  half  a  time,  from  the  face  of  the 
serpent.  And  the  serpent  cast  out  of  his  mouth  water  as  a  flood 
after  the  woman,  that  he  might  cause  her  to  be  carried  away  of 
the  flood.  And  the  earth  helped  the  woman,  and  the  earth  op- 
ened her  mouth,  and  swallowed  up  the  flood  which  the  dragon 
cast  out  of  his  mouth.  And  the  dragon  was  wroth  with  the 
woman,  and  went  to  make  war  with  the  remnant  of  her  seed, 
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which  keep  the  commandments  of  God,  and  have  the  testimony 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

And  I  stood  upon  the  sand  of  the  sea,  and  saw  a  beast  rise  up 
out  of  the  sea,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns,  and  upon  his 
horns  ten  crowns,  and  upon  his  heads  the  name  of  blasphemy. 
And  the  beast  which  I  saw  was  like  unto  a  leopard,  and  his  feet 
were  as  the  feet  of  a  bear,  and  his  mouth  as  the  mouth  of  a  lion: 
and  the  dragon  gave  him  his  power,  and  his  seat,  and  great  au- 
thority. And  I  saw  one  of  his  heads  as  it  were  wounded  to 
death;  and  his  deadly  wound  was  healed:  and  all  the  world 
wondered  after  the  beast.  And  they  worshipped  the  dragon 
which  gave  power  unto  the  beast:  and  they  worshipped  the 
beast,  saying, 

"Who  is  like  unto  the  beast?  who  is  able  to  make  war  with 
him?" 

And  there  was  given  unto  him  a  mouth  speaking  great  things 
and  blasphemies;  and  power  was  given  unto  him  to  continue 
forty  and  two  months.  And  he  opened  his  mouth  in  blasphemy 
against  God,  to  blaspheme  his  name,  and  his  tabernacle,  and 
them  that  dwell  in  heaven.  And  it  was  given  unto  him  to  make 
war  with  the  saints,  and  to  overcome  them:  and  power  was 
given  him  over  all  kindreds,  and  tongues,  and  nations.  And  all 
that  dwell  upon  the  earth  shall  worship  him,  whose  names  are 
not  written  in  the  book  of  life  of  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world. 

If  any  man  have  an  ear,  let  him  hear. 

He  that  leadeth  into  captivity 

Shall  go  into  captivity: 

He  that  killeth  with  the  sword 

Must  be  killed  with  the  sword. 

Here  is  the  patience  and  the  faith  of  the  saints.  ' 

And  I  beheld  another  beast  coming  up  out  of  the  earth;  and 
he  had  two  horns  like  a  lamb,  and  he  spoke  as  a  dragon.  And  he 
exerciseth  all  the  power  of  the  first  beast  before  him,  and  caus- 
ed! the  earth  and  them  which  dwell  therein  to  worship  the  first 
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Least,  whose  deadly  wound  was  healed.  And  he  doetL  great 
wonders,  so  that  he  maketh  fire  come  down  from  heaven  on  the 
earth  in  the  sight  of  men,  and  deceiveth  them  that  dwell  on  the 
earth  by  the  means  of  those  miracles  which  he  had  power  to  do 
in  the  sight  of  the  beast;  saying  to  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth 
that  they  should  make  aa  image  to  the  beast,  which  had  the 
wound  by  a  sword,  and  did  live.  And  he  had  power  to  give  life 
unto  the  image  of  the  beast,  that  the  image  of  the  beast  should 
both  speak,  and  cause  that  as  many  as  would  not  worship  the 
image  of  the  beast  should  be  killed.  And  he  causeth  all,  both 
small  and  great,  rich  and  poor,  free  and  bond,  to  receive  a  mark 
in  their  right  hand,  or  in  their  foreheads:  and  that  no  man  might 
buy  or  sell,  save  he  that  had  the  mark,  or  the  name  of  the  beast, 
or  the  number  of  his  name. 

Here  is  wisdom.  Let  him  that  hath  understanding  count  the 
number  of  the  beast:  for  it  is  the  number  of  a  man;  and  his  num- 
ber is  six  hundred  threescore  and  six. 

And  I  looked,  and,  lo,  a  Lamb  stood  on  the  Mount  Zion,  and 
with  him  a  hundred  forty  and  four  thousand,  having  his  Fa- 
ther's name  written  in  their  foreheads.  And  I  heard  a  voice  from 
heaven,  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice  of  a  great 
thunder:  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  harpers  harping  with  their 
harps.  And  they  sung  as  it  were  a  new  song  before  the  throne, 
and  before  the  four  beasts,  and  the  elders:  and  no  man  could 
learn  that  song  but  the  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand, 
which  were  redeemed  from  the  earth.  These  are  they  which  were 
not  defiled  with  women;  for  they  are  virgins.  These  are  they 
which  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever  he  goetk  These  were  re- 
deemed from  among  men,  being  the  firstfruits  unto  God  and  to 
the  Lamb.  And  in  their  mouth  was  found  no  guile:  for  they  are 
without  fault  before  the  throne  of  God. 

And  I  saw  another  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  having 
the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the 
earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  peo- 
ple, saying  with  a  loud  voice,  "Fear  God,  and  give  glory  to  him; 
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for  the  Lour  of  his  judgment  is  come:  and  worship  him  that 
made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  fountains  of  waters." 

And  there  followed  another  angel,  saying,  "Babylon  is  fallen, 
is  fallen,  that  great  city,  because  she  made  all  nations  drink  of 
the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  her  fornication/' 

And  the  third  angel  followed  them,  saying  with  a  loud  voice, 

"If  any  man  worship  the  beast  and  his  image,  and  receive  his 
mark  in  his  forehead,  or  in  his  hand,  the  same  shall  drink  of  the 
wine  of  the  wrath  of  God,  which  is  poured  out  without  mix- 
ture into  the  cup  of  his  indignation;  and  he  shall  be  tormented 
with  fire  and  brimstone  in  the  presence  of  the  holy  angels,  and 
in  the  presence  of  the  Lamb:  and  the  smoke  of  their  torment  as-* 
cendeth  up  for  ever  and  ever:  and  they  have  no  rest  day  nor 
night,  who  worship  the  beast  and  his  image,  and  whosoever  re- 
ceiveth  the  mark  of  his  name/'  Here  is  the  patience  of  the  saints: 
here  are  they  that  keep  the  commandments  of  God,  and  the  faith 
of  Jesus. 

And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  saying  unto  me,  "Write: 

'"Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth: 
"Yea,"  saith  the  Spirit,  "that  they  may  rest  from  their  labours; 
and  their  works  do  follow  them/"" 

And  I  looked,  and  beheld  a  white  cloud,  and  upon  the  cloud 
one  sat  like  unto  the  Son  of  Man,  having  on  his  head  a  golden 
crown,  and  in  his  hand  a  sharp  sickle.  And  another  angel  came 
out  of  the  temple,  crying  with  a  loud  voice  to  him  that  sat  on 
the  cloud, 

"Thrust  in  thy  sickle,  and  reap:  for  the  time  is  come  for  thee 
to  reap;  for  the  harvest  of  the  earth  is  ripe/' 

And  he  that  sat  on  the  cloud  thrust  in  his  sickle  on  the  earth; 
and  the  earth  was  reaped. 

And  another  angel  came  out  of  the  temple  which  is  in  heaven, 
he  also  having  a  sharp  sickle. 

And  another  angel  came  out  from  the  altar,  which  had  power 
over  £re;  and  cried  with  a  loud  cry  to  him  that  had  the  sharp 
sickle,  saying, 
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"Thrust  in  thy  sharp  sickle,  and  gather  the  clusters  of  the 
vine  of  the  earth;  for  her  grapes  are  fully  ripe." 

And  the  angel  thrust  in  his  sickle  into  the  earth,  and  gathered 
the  vine  of  the  earth,  and  cast  it  into  the  great  winepress  of  the 
wrath  of  God.  And  the  winepress  was  trodden  without  the 
city,  and  blood  came  out  of  the  winepress,  even  unto  the  horse 
bridles,  by  the  space  of  a  thousand  and  six  hundred  furlongs. 

And  I  saw  another  sign  in  heaven,  great  and  marvellous,  seven 
angels  having  the  seven  last  plagues;  for  in  them  is  filled  up  the 
wrath  of  God.  And  I  saw  as  it  were  a  sea  of  glass  mingled  with 
fire:  and  them  that  had  gotten  the  victory  over  the  beast,  and 
over  his  image,  and  over  his  mark,  and  over  the  number  of  his 
name,  stand  on  the  sea  of  glass,  having  the  harps  of  God.  And 
they  sing  the  song  of  Moses  the  servant  of  God,  and  the  song  of 
the  Lamb,  saying, 

"Great  and  marvellous  are  tiny  works,  Lord  God  Almighty; 

just  and  true  an  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  saints. 

Who  shall  not  fear  thee3  0  Lord, 

And  glorify  thy  name? 

For  thou  only  art  holy: 

For  all  nations  shall  come  and  worship  lefore  thee; 

For  thy  judgments  are  made  -manifest. " 

V.  The  Swen  Vials 

And  after  that  I  looked,  and,  behold,  the  temple  of  the  taber- 
nacle of  the  testimony  in  heaven  was  opened:  and  the  seven 
angels  came  out  of  the  temple,  having  the  seven  plagues,  clothed 
in  pure  and  white  linen,  and  having  their  breasts  girded  with 
golden  girdles.  And  one  of  the  four  beasts  gave  unto  the  seven 
angels  seven  golden  vials  full  of  the  wrath  of  God,  who  liveth 
for  ever  and  ever.  And  the  temple  was  filled  with  smoke  from 
the  glory  of  God,  and  from  his  power;  and  no  man  was  able  to 
enter  into  the  temple,  till  the  seven  plagues  of  the  seven  angels 
were  fulfilled. 
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And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  the  temple  saying  to  the 
seven  angels, 

"Go  your  ways,  and  pour  out  the  vials  of  the  wrath  of  God 
upon  the  earth/'  • 

And  the  first  went,  and  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  earth; 
and  there  fell  a  noisome  and  grievous  sore  upon  the  men  which 
had  the  mark  of  the  beast,  and  upon  them  which  worshipped 
his  image. 

And  the  second  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  sea;  and 
it  became  as  the  blood  of  a  dead  man:  and  every  living  soul  died 
in  the  sea. 

And  the  third  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  rivers  and 
fountains  of  waters;  and  they  became  blood.  And  I  heard  the 
angel  of  the  waters  say,  "Thou  art  righteous,  O  Lord,  which 
art,  and  wast,  and  shalt  be,  because  thou  hast  judged  thus.  For 
they  have  shed  the  blood  of  saints  and  prophets,  and  thou  hast 
given  them  blood  to  drink;  for  they  are  worthy/*  And  I  heard 
another  out  of  the  altar  say,  "Even  so,  Lord  God  Almighty, 
true  and  righteous  are  thy  judgments." 

And  the  fourth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  sun;  and 
power  was  given  unto  him  to  scorch  men  with  fire.  And  men 
were  scorched  with  great  heat,  and  blasphemed  the  name  of 
God,  which  hath  power  over  these  plagues:  and  they  repented 
not  to  give  him  glory. 

And  the  fifth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  seat  of  the 
beast;  and  his  kingdom  was  full  of  darkness;  and  they  gnawed 
their  tongues  for  pain,  and  blasphemed  the  God  of  heaven  be- 
cause of  their  pains  and  their  sores,  and  repented  not  of  their 
deeds. 

'  And  the  sixth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  great  river 
Euphrates;  and  the  water  thereof  was  dried  up,  that  the  way  of 
the  kings  of  the  east  might  be  prepared.  And  I  saw  three  unclean 
spirits  like  frogs  come  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  dragon,  and  out 
of  the  mouth  of  the  beast,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  false 
prophet.  For  they  are  the  spirits  of  devils,  working  miracles, 
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which  go  forth  unto  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  of  the  whole 
world,  to  gather  them  to  the  battle  of  that  great  day  of  God 
Almighty. 

Behold,  I  come  as  a  "thief. 

Blessed  is  he  that  watchethy  and  IceepetJi  his  garments, 

Lest  he  walk  naked,  and  they  see  his  shame. 

And  he  gathered  them  together  into  a  place  called  in  the  He- 
brew tongue  Armageddon. 

And  the  seventh  angel  poured  out  his  vial  into  the  air;  and 
there  came  a  great  voice  out  of  the  temple  of  heaven,  from  the 
throne,  saying, 

"It  is  done ! " 

And  there  were  voices,  and  thunders,  and  lightnings;  and 
there  was  a  great  earthquake,  such  as  was  not  since  men  were 
upon  the  earth,  so  mighty  an  earthquake,  and  so  great.  And  the 
great  city  was  divided  into  three  parts,  and  the  cities  of  the 
nations  fell:  and  great  Babylon  came  in  remembrance  before  God, 
to  give  unto  her  the  cup  of  the  wine  of  the  fierceness  of  his 
wrath.  And  every  island  fled  away,  and  the  mountains  were  not 
found.  And  there  fell  upon  men  a  great  hail  out  of  heaven,  every 
stone  about  the  weight  of  a  talent:  and  men  blasphemed  God 
because  of  the  plague  of  the  hail;  for  the  plague  thereof  was 
exceeding  great. 

And  there  came  one  of  the  seven  angels  which  had  the  seven 
vials,  and  talked  with  me,  saying  unto  me, 

"Come  hither;  I  will  show  unto  thee  the  judgment  of  the 
great  whore  that  sitteth  upon  many  waters:  with  whom  the 
kings  of  the  earth  have  committed  fornication,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  earth  have  been  made  drunk  with  the  wine  of  her 
fornication." 

So  he  carried  me  away  in  the  spirit  into  the  wilderness;  and 
I  saw  a  woman  sit  upon  a  scarlet  coloured  beast,  full  of  names  of 
blasphemy,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns.  And  the  woman 
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was  arrayed  in  purple  and  scarlet  colour,  and  decked  with  gold 
and  precious  stones  and  pearls,  having  a  golden  cup  in  her  hand 
full  of  abominations  and  filthiness  of  her  fornication:  and  upon 
her  forehead  was  a  name  written,  "MYSTERY,  BABYLON  THE  GREAT, 

THE  MOTHER  OF   HARLOTS  AND  ABOMINATIONS  OF  THE  EARTH/'  And 

I  saw  the  woman  drunken  with  the  blood  of  the  saints,  and  with 
the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus:  and  when  I  saw  her,  I  won- 
dered with  great  admiration. 

And  the  angel  said  unto  me, 

"Wherefore  didst  thou  marvel?  I  will  tell  thee  the  mystery 
of  the  woman,  and  of  the  beast  that  carrieth  her,  which  hath  the 
seven  heads  and  ten  horns.  The  beast  that  thou  sawest  was,  and 
is  not;  and  shall  ascend  out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  and  go  into 
perdition:  and  they  that  dwell  on  the  earth  shall  wonder,  whose 
names  were  not  written  in  the  book  of  life  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  when  they  behold  the  beast  that  was,  and  is  not, 
and  yet  is.  And  here  is  the  mind  which  hath  wisdom.  The  seven 
heads  are  seven  mountains,  on  which  the  woman  sitteth.  And 
there  are  seven  kings:  five  are  fallen,  and  one  is,  and  the  other 
is  not  yet  come;  and  when  he  cometh,  he  must  continue  a  short 
space.  And  the  beast  that  was,  and  is  not,  even  he  is  the  eighth, 
and  is  of  the  seven,  and  goeth  into  perdition.  And  the  ten  horns 
which  thou  sawest  are  ten  kings,  which  have  received  no  king- 
dom as  yet;  but  receive  power  as  kings  one  hour  with  the  beast. 
These  have  one  mind,  and  shall  give  their  power  and  strength 
unto  the  beast.  These  shall  make  war  with  the  Lamb,  and  the 
Lamb  shall  overcome  them:  for  he  is  Lord  of  lords,  and  King  of 
kings:  and  they  that  are  with  him  are  called,  and  chosen,  and 
faithful" 

And  he  saith  unto  me, 

"The  waters  which  thou  sawest,  where  the  whore  sitteth, 
are  peoples,  and  multitudes,  and  nations,  and  tongues.  And  the 
ten  horns  which  thou  sawest  upon  the  beast,  these  shall  hate 
the  whore,  and  shall  make  her  desolate  and  naked,  and  shall  eat 
her  flesh,  and  burn  her  with  fire.  For  God  hath  put  in  their 
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keaits  to  fulfil  his  will,  and  to  agree,  and  give  their  kingdom 
unto  the  beast,  until  the  words  of  God  shall  be  fulfilled.  And 
the  woman  which  thou  sawest  is  that  great  city,  which  reign- 
eth  over  the  kings  of  the  earth/' 

And  after  these  things  I  saw  another  angel  come  down  from 
heaven,  having  great  power;  and  the  earth  was  lightened  with 
his  glory.  And  he  cried  mightily  with  a  strong  voice,  saying, 

"Babylon  the  great  is  fallen,  is  fallen,  and  is  become  the  hab- 
itation of  devils,  and  the  hold  of  every  foul  spirit,  and  a  cage  of 
every  unclean  and  hateful  bird.  For  all  nations  have  drunk  of 
the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  her  fornication,  and  the  kings  of  the 
earth  have  committed  fornication  with  her,  and  the  merchants 

of  the  earth  are  waxed  rich  through  the  abundance  of  her  delica- 

» 
cies. 

And  I  heard  another  voice  from  heaven,  saying, 

"Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her 
sins,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues.  For  her  sins  have 
reached  unto  heaven,  and  God  hath  remembered  her  iniquities. 
Reward  her  even  as  she  rewarded  you,  and  double  unto  her 
double  according  to  her  works:  in  the  cup  which  she  hath  filled 
fill  to  her  double.  How  much  she  hath  glorified  herself,  and  lived 
deliciously,  so  much  torment  and  sorrow  give  her:  for  she  saith 
in  her  heart,  1  sit  a  queen,  and  am  no  widow,  and  shall  see  no 
sorrow/  Therefore  shall  her  plagues  come  in  one  day,  death, 
and  mourning,  and  famine;  and  she  shall  be  utterly  burned  with 
fire:  for  strong  is  the  Lord  God  who  judgeth  her. 

"And  the  kings  of  the  earth,  who  have  committed  fornication 
and  lived  deliciously  with  her,  shall  bewail  her,  and  lament  for 
her,  when  they  shall  see  the  smoke  of  her  burning,  standing  afar 
off  for  the  fear  of  her  torment,  saying,  'Alas,  alas  that  great  city 
Babylon,  that  mighty  city !  for  in  one  hour  is  thy  judgment  come. ' 

"And  the  merchants  of  the  earth  shall  weep  and  mourn  over 
her;  for  no  man  buyeth  their  merchandise  any  more:  the  mer- 
chandise of  gold,  and  silver,  and  precious  stones,  and  of  pearls, 
and  fine  linen,  and  purple,  and  silk,  and  scarlet,  and  all  thyme 
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wood,  and  all  manner  vessels  of  ivory,  and  all  manner  vessels  of 
most  precious  wood,  and  of  brass,  and  iron,  and  marble,  and 
cinnamon,  and  odours,  and  ointments,  and  frankincense,  and 
wine,  and  oil,  and  fine  flour,  and  wheat,  and  beasts,  and  sheep, 
and  horses,  and  chariots,  and  slaves,  and  souls  of  men.  And  the 
fruits  that  thy  soul  lusted  after  are  departed  from  thee,  and  all 
things  which  were  dainty  and  goodly  are  departed  from  thee, 
and  thou  shalt  find  them  no  more  at  all.  The  merchants  of  these 
things,  which  were  made  rich  by  her,  shall  stand  afar  off  for  the 
fear  of  her  torment,  weeping  and  wailing,  and  saying,  'Alas, 
alas  that  great  city,  that  was  clothed  in  fine  linen,  and  purple, 
and  scarlet,  and  decked  with  gold,  and  precious  stones,  and 
pearls !  For  in  one  hour  so  great  riches  is  come  to  nought. ' 

"And  every  shipmaster,  and  all  the  company  in  ships,  and 
sailors,  and  as  many  as  trade  by  sea,  stood  afar  off,  and  cried 
when  they  saw  the  smoke  of  her  burning,  saying,  'What  city  is 
like  unto  this  great  city!'  And  they  cast  dust  on  their  heads, 
and  cried,  weeping  and  wailing,  saying,  'Alas,  alas  that  great 
city,  wherein  were  made  rich  all  that  had  ships  in  the  sea  by 
reason  of  her  costliness!  for  in  one  hour  is  she  made  desolate/ 

"Rejoice  over  her,  thou  heaven,  and  ye  holy  apostles  and 
prophets;  for  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her." 

And  a  mighty  angel  took  up  a  stone  like  a  great  millstone, 
and  cast  it  into  the  sea,  saying,  "Thus  with  violence  shall  that 
great  city  Babylon  be  thrown  down,  and  shall  be  found  no  more 
at  all  And  the  voice  of  harpers,  and  musicians,  and  of  pipers, 
and  trumpeters,  shall  be  heard  no  more  at  all  in  thee;  and  no 
craftsman,  of  whatsoever  craft  he  be,  shall  be  found  any  more  in 
thee;  and  the  sound  of  a  millstone  shall  be  heard  no  more  at  all 
in  thee.  And  the  light  of  a  candle  shall  shine  no  more  at  all  in 
thee;  and  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom  and  of  the  bride  shall  be 
heard  no  more  at  all  in  thee:  for  thy  merchants  were  the  great 
men  of  the  earth;  for  by  thy  sorceries  were  all  nations  deceived. 
And  in  her  was  found  the  blood  of  prophets,  and  of  saints,  and 
of  all  that  were  slain  upon  the  earth." 

[1223] 


THE  REVELATION  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 

VI.  The  Last  Judgment 

And  after  these  things  I  heard  a  great  voice  of  much  people 
in  heaven,  saying, 

"Alleluia;  Salvation,  and  glory,  and  honour,  and  power,  unto 
the  Lord  our  God:  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  judgments:  for 
he  hath  judged  the  great  whore,  which  did  corrupt  the  earth 
with  her  fornication,  and  hath  avenged  the  blood  of  his  servants 
at  her  hand ! " 

And  again  they  said,  "Alleluia.  And  her  smoke  rose  up  for 
ever  and  ever/1 

And  the  four  and  twenty  elders  and  the  four  beasts  fell  down 
and  worshipped  God  that  sat  on  the  throne,  saying,  "Amen; 
Alleluia/7 

And  a  voice  came  out  of  the  throne,  saying,  "Praise  our  God, 
all  ye  his  servants,  and  ye  that  fear  him,  both  small  and  great." 
And  I  heard  as  it  were  the  voice  of  a  great  multitude,  and  as 
the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice  of  mighty  thunder- 
ings,  saying,  "Alleluia:  for  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth! 
Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice,  and  give  honour  to  him:  for  the  mar- 
riage of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made  herself  ready. 
And  to  her  was  granted  that  she  should  be  arrayed  in  fine  linen, 
clean  and  white:  for  the  fine  linen  is  the  righteousness  of  saints/' 
And  he  saith  unto  me,  "Write:  'Blessed  are  they  which  are 
called  unto  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb/" 

And  he  saith  unto  me,  "These  are  the  true  sayings  of  God/' 
;   And  I  fell  at  his  feet  to  worship  him.  And  he  said  unto  me, 
"See  thou  do  it  not:  I  am  thy  fellowservant,  and  of  thy  breth- 
ren that  have  the  testimony  of  Jesus:  worship  God:  for  the  testi- 
mony of  Jesus  is  the  spirit  of  prophecy." 

And  I  saw  heaven  opened,  and  beheld  a  white  horse;  and  he 
that  sat  upon  him  was  called  Faithful  and  True,  and  in  right- 
eousness he  doth  judge  and  make  war.  His  eyes  were  as  a  flame 
of  fire,  and  on  his  head  were  many  crowns;  and  he  had  a  name 
written,  that  no  man  knew,  but  he  himself.  And  he  was  clothed 
with  a  vesture  dipped  in  blood:  and  his  name  is  called  the  Word 
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of  God.  And  the  armies  which  were  in  heaven  followed  him 
upon  white  horses,  clothed  in  fine  linen,  white  and  clean.  And 
out  of  his  mouth  goeth  a  sharp  sword,  that  with  it  he  should 
smite  the  nations:  and  he  shall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron:  and 
he  treadeth  the  winepress  of  the  fierceness  and  wrath  of  Al- 
mighty God.  And  he  hath  on  his  vesture  and  on  his  thigh  a  name 
written:  KING  OF  KINGS,  AND  LORD  OF  LORDS. 

And  I  saw  an  angel  standing  in  the  sun;  and  he  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  saying  to  all  the  fowls  that  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven, 

"Come  and  gather  yourselves  together  unto  the  supper  of  the 
great  God;  that  ye  may  eat  the  flesh  of  kings,  and  the  flesh  of 
captains,  and  the  flesh  of  mighty  men,  and  the  flesh  of  horses, 
and  of  them  that  sit  on  them,  and  the  flesh  of  all  men,  both  free 
and  bond,  both  small  and  great." 

And  I  saw  the  beast,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  their 
armies,  gathered  together  to  make  war  against  him  that  sat  on 
the  horse,  and  against  his  army.  And  the  beast  was  taken,  and 
with  him  the  false  prophet  that  wrought  miracles  before  him, 
with  which  he  deceived  them  that  had  received  the  mark  of  the 
beast,  and  them  that  worshipped  his  image.  These  both  were 
cast  alive  into  a  lake  of  fire  burning  with  brimstone.  And  the 
remnant  were  slain  with  the  sword  of  him  that  sat  upon  the 
horse,  which  sword  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth:  and  all  the 
fowls  were  filled  with  their  flesh. 

And  I  saw  an  angel  come  down  from  heaven,  having  the  key 
of  the  bottomless  pit  and  a  great  chain  in  his  hand.  And  he  laid 
hold  on  the  dragon,  that  old  serpent,  which  is  the  Devil,  and 
Satan,  and  bound  him  a  thousand  years,  and  cast  him  into  the 
bottomless  pit,  and  shut  him  up,  and  set  a  seal  upon  him,  that 
he  should  deceive  the  nations  no  more,  till  the  thousand  years 
should  be  fulfilled:  and  after  that  he  must  be  loosed  a  little 
season*  And  I  saw  thrones,  and  they  sat  upon  them,  and  judg- 
ment was  given  unto  them.:  and  I  saw  the  souls  of  them  that  were" 
beheaded  for  the  witness  of  Jesus,  and  for  the  word  of  God,  and 
which  had  not  worshipped  the  beast,  neither  his  image,  neither 
had  received  his  mark  upon  their  foreheads,  or  in  their  hands; 
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and  they  lived  and  reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand  years.  But 
the  rest  of  the  dead  lived  not  again  until  the  thousand  years 
were  finished.  This  is  the  first  resurrection. 

Blessed  and  holy  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the  first  resurrection: 
on  such  the  second  death  hath  no  power,  but  they  shall  be  priests 
of  God  and  of  Christ,  and  shall  reign  with  him  a  thousand  years. 

And  when  the  thousand  years  are  expired,  Satan  shall  be 
loosed  out  of  his  prison,  and  shall  go  out  to  deceive  the  nations 
which  are  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth,  Gog  and  Magog,  to 
gather  them  together  to  battle:  the  number  of  whom  is  as  the 
sand  of  the  sea.  And  they  went  up  on  the  breadth  of  the  earth, 
and  compassed  the  camp  of  the  saints  about,  and  the  beloved 
city:  and  fire  came  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  and  devoured 
them.  And  the  devil  that  deceived  them  was  cast  into  the  lake 
of  fire  and  brimstone,  where  the  beast  and  the  false  prophet  are, 
and  shall  be  tormented  day  and  night  for  ever  and  ever.  And  I 
saw  a  great  white  throne,  and  him  that  sat  on  it,  from  whose 
face  the  earth  and  the  heaven  fled  away;  and  there  was  found  no 
place  for  them. 

And  I  saw  the  dead,  small  and  great,  stand  before  God;  and 
the  books  were  opened:  and  another  book  was  opened,  which  is 
the  book  of  life:  and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  those  things 
which  were  written  in  the  books,  according  to  their  works. 
And  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in  it;  and  death  and 
hell  delivered  up  the  dead  which  were  in  them:  and  they  were 
judged  every  man  according  to  their  works.  And  death  and  hell 
were  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire.  This  is  the  second  death.  And 
whosoever  was  not  found  written  in  the  book  of  life  was  cast 
into  the  lake  of  fire. 

VII  The  Ngw  Jerusalem 

And  I  saw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth:  for  the  first  heaven 
and  the  first  earth  were  passed  away;  and  there  was  no  more 
sea.  And  I  John  saw  the  holy  city,  new  Jerusalem,  coming  down 
from  God  out  of  heaven,  prepared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her 
husband.  And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  heaven  saying, 
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"Behold,  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell 
with  them,  and  they  shall  be  his  people,  and  God  himself  shall 
be  with  them,  and  be  their  God  And  God  shall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes;  and  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither 
sorrow,  nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain:  for  the 
former  things  are  passed  away." 

And  he  that  sat  upon  the  throne  said, 

"Behold,  I  make  all  things  new. "  And  he  said  unto  me,  "Write: 
for  these  words  are  true  and  faithful." 

And  he  said  unto  me, 

"It  is  done.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the 
end.  I  will  give  unto  him  that  is  athirst  of  the  fountain  of  the 
water  of  life  freely.  He  that  overcometh  shall  inherit  all  things; 
and  I  will  be  his  God,  and  he  shall  be  my  son.  But  the  fearful, 
and  unbelieving,  and  the  abominable,  and  murderers,  and  whore- 
mongers, and  sorcerers,  and  idolaters,  and  all  liars,  shall  have 
their  part  in  the  lake  which  burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone: 
which  is  the  second  death." 

And  there  came  unto  me  one  of  the  seven  angels  which  had 
the  seven  vials  full  of  the  seven  last  plagues,  and  talked  with 
me,  saying, 

"Come  hither,  I  will  show  thee  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife." 

And  he  carried  me  away  in  the  spirit  to  a  great  and  high 
mountain,  and  showed  me  that  great  city,  the  holy  Jerusalem, 
descending  out  of  heaven  from  God,  having  the  glory  of  God: 
and  her  light  was  like  unto  a  stone  most  precious,  even  like  a 
jasper  stone,  clear  as  crystal;  and  had  a  wall  great  and  high,  and 
had  twelve  gates,  and  at  the  gates  twelve  angels,  and  names 
written  thereon,  which  are  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes  of 
the  children  of  Israel:  on  the  east  three  gates;  on  the  north  three 
gates;  on  the  south  three  gates;  and  on  the  west  three  gates.  And 
the  wall  of  the  city  had  twelve  foundations,  and  in  them  the 
names  of  the  twelve  apostles  of  the  Lamb.  And  he  that  talked 
with  me  had  a  golden  reed  to  measure  the  city,  and  the  gates 
thereof,  and  the  wall  thereof.  And  the  city  lieth  foursquare,  and 
the  length  is  as  large  as  the  breadth:  and  he  measured  the  city 
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with  the  reed,  twelve  thousand  furlongs.  The  length  and  the 
breadth  and  the  height  of  it  are  equal  And  he  measured  the  wall 
thereof,  a  hundred  and  forty  and  four  cubits,  according  to  the 
measure  of  a  man,  that  is,  of  the  angel  And  the  building  of  the 
wall  of  it  was  of  jasper:  and  the  city  was  pure  gold,  like  unto 
clear  glass.  And  the  foundations  of  the  wall  of  the  city  were 
garnished  with  all  manner  of  precious  stones.  The  first  founda- 
tion was  jasper;  the  second,  sapphire;  the  third,  a  chalcedony; 
the  fourth,  an  emerald;  the  fifth,  sardonyx;  the  sixth,  sardms; 
the  seventh,  chrysolyte;  the  eighth,  beryl;  the  ninth,  a  topaz; 
the  tenth,  a  chrysoprasus;  the  eleventh,  a  jacinth;  the  twelfth, 
an  amethyst.  And  the  twelve  gates  were  twelve  pearls;  every 
several  gate  was  of  one  pearl:  and  the  street  of  the  city  was  pure 
gold,  as  it  were  transparent  glass.  And  I  saw  no  temple  therein: 
for  the  Lord  God  Almighty  and  the  Lamb  are  the  temple  of  it. 
And  the  city  had  no  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of  the  moon,  to 
shine  in  it:  for  the  glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is 
the  light  thereof.  And  the  nations  of  them  which  are  saved  shall 
walk  in  the  light  of  it:  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  do  bring  their 
glory  and  honour  into  it.  And  the  gates  of  it  shall  not  be  shut 
at  all  by  day:  for  there  shall  be  no  night  there.  And  they  shall 
bring  the  glory  and  honour  of  the  nations  into  it.  And  there  shall 
in  no  wise  enter  into  it  any  thing  that  defileth,  neither  whatso- 
ever worketh  abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie:  but  they  which  are 
written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life. 

And  he  showed  me  a  pure  river  of  water  of  life,  clear  as  crys-* 
tal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb.  In 
the  midst  of  the  street  of  it,  and  on  either  side  of  the  river,  was 
there  the  tree  of  life,  which  bore  twelve  manner  of  fruits,  and 
yielded  her  fruit  every  month:  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were 
for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 

And  there  shall  be  no  more  curse:  but  the  throne  of  God  and 
of  the  Lamb  shall  be  in  it;  and  his  servants  shall  serve  him:  and 
they  shall  see  his  face;  and  his  name  shall  be  in  their  foreheads* 

And  there  shall  be  no  night  there;  and  they  need  no  candle, 
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neither  light  of  the  sun;  for  the  Lord  God  giveth  them  light: 
and  they  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.  And  he  said  unto  me, 

"These  sayings  are  faithful  and  true:  and  the  Lord  God  of  the 
holy  prophets  sent  his  angel  to  show  unto  his  servants  the  things 
which  must  shortly  be  done.  Behold,  I  come  quickly:  blessed  is 
he  that  keepeth  the  sayings  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book/' 

Epilogue 

And  I  John  saw  these  things,  and  heard  them.  And  when  I  had 
heard  and  seen,  I  fell  down  to  worship  before  the  feet  of  the 
angel  which  showed  me  these  things. 

Then  saith  he  unto  me, 

"See  thou  do  it  not:  for  I  am  thy  fellowservant,  and  of  thy 
brethren  the  prophets,  and  of  them  which  keep  the  sayings  of 
this  book:  worship  God/* 

And  he  saith  unto  me, 

"Seal  not  the  sayings  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book:  for  the 
time  is  at  hand.  He  that  is  unjust,  let  him  be  unjust  still:  and  he 
which  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  still:  and  he  that  is  righteous, 
let  him  be  righteous  still:  and  he  that  is  holy,  let  him  be  holy 
still.  And,  behold,  I  come  quickly;  and  my  reward  is  with  me, 
to  give  every  man  according  as  his  work  shall  be.  I  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end,  the  first  and  the  last. 
Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have 
right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into 
the  city.  For  without  are  dogs,  and  sorcerers,  and  whoremon- 
gers, and  murderers,  and  idolaters,  and  whosoever  loveth  and 
maketh  a  lie.  I  Jesus  have  sent  mine  angel  to  testify  unto  you 
these  things  in  the  churches.  I  am  the  root  and  the  offspring  of 
David,  and  the  bright  and  morning  star.  And  the  Spirit  and  the 
bride  say,  'Come! '  And  let  him  that  heareth  say,  'Come!  *  And 
let  him  that  is  athirst  come.  And  whosoever  will,  let  him  take 
the  water  of  life  freely." 

For  I  testify  unto  every  man  that  heareth  the  words  of  the 
prophecy  of  this  book:  if  any  man  shall  add  unto  these  things, 
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God  shall  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this 
book:  and  if  any  man  shall  take  away  from  the  words  of  the 
book  of  this  prophecy,  God  shall  take  away  his  part  out  of  the 
book  of  life,  and  out  of  the  holy  city,  and  from  the  things  which 
are  written  in  this  book. 

He  which  testified),  these  things  saith,  "Surely  I  come  quickly. " 
Amen.  Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.  Amen. 
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THE  FOURTH  CENTURY  A.D.  saw  the  acceptance,  of  Christianity  as  the.  re- 
ligion of  the  Rowan  Empire,  the  establishment  of  the  New  Testament  Canon 
after  nearly  three  centuries  of  discussion,  and  the  jirst  translation  of  the  whole 
Bible  into  Latin  by  the  foremost  scholar  of  the  age,  St.  Jerome.  There  were  by 
that  time  numerous  -partial  translations  of  loth  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
in  existence:  the  earliest  and  lest  the  Septuagint  Greek  translation  of  the  Old 
Testament,  together  with  Syriac,  Egyptian,  Ethiopia,  Arabian,  and  Armenian 
translations  based  on  it;  also  translations  of  the  ~Njw  Testament  in  these  lan- 
guages, together  with  several  popular  versions  in  Old  Latin.  Saint  Jerome  aimed 
to  be  conservative,  using  the  work  of  his  "predecessors  so  far  as  accuracy  per" 
witted,  but  comparing  the  Latin  with  the  original  Greek  texts  of  the  J\(ew 
Testament,  and  utilizing  the  Septuagint  and  the  original  Hebrew  for  the  Old 
Testament.  He  succeeded  in  turning  out  one  of.  the  three  supreme  Biblical 
translations,  the  other  two,  of  course,  being  that  by  Martin  Luther  and  the 
English  Authorized  Version.  His  departures  from  the  readings  currently  ac- 
cepted caused  much  resentment  at  the  time,  leading  him  to  deplore  the  conserv- 
atism of  mankind  in  words  that  might  have  been  echoed  by  countless  translators 
in  centuries  to  come:  "So  great  is  the  force  of  established  usage  that  even  ac- 
knowledged corruptions  please  the  greater  part,  for  they  -prefer  to  have  their 
copies  pretty  rather  than  correcl"  Eventually,  however,  his  text,  known  as  the 
Vulgate,  came  to  be  universally  accepted,  and  served  as  the  basis  for  all  other 
translations  down  to  the  time  of  the  Reformation. 

As  early  as  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries  there  were  various  English  transla- 
tions wade  of  the  Gospels,  some  of  the  Psalms,  and  other  particular  books,  but 
the  Jrrst  English  rendering  of  the  whole  Bible  was  -produced  by  the  followers  of 
John  Wyclijfe  in  the  fourteenth  century.  There  are  two  forms  of  what  is  known 
as  the  Wycliffe  Bible— though  Wyclijfe  himself  had  nothing  diredly  to  do 
with  either:  the  "Early  Version"  of  13-82,  the  work  of  Nicholas  of  Hereford 
and  others;  and  the  "Revised  Version"  of  1388,  a  much  wore  accurate  render- 
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ing  lay  a  group  headed  by  John  Purvey,  Both  versions  were  suppressed  during  the 
fifteenth  century  -persecution  of  Wycliffe's  followers,  the  Lollards;  in  fa£t,  the 
Bible  was  regarded  by  Church  and  State  in  England  as  being  of  such  a  dangerous 
and  incendiary  charader  that  long  after  the  invention  of  -printing  no  translation 
into  the  vernacular  was  -permitted. 

William  Tyndale,  the  first  after  the  Wycliffe  group  to  undertake  the  task, 
was  obliged,  to  do  his  work  in' Germany  where  his  translation  of  the  New 
Testament  was  published  in  1526.  Martin  Luther  was  then  at  work  upon  his 
marvellously  vigorous  and  -powerful  German  rendering,  and  Tyndale  was  some- 
what influenced  try  him.  An  excellent  scholar }  he  went  behind  the  Latin  to  the 
original  sources,  and  so  highly  did  his  work  come  to  be  esteemed  that  it  was 
used  extensively  in  the  preparation  of  the  Authorized  Version  0/1611. 

The  Jirst  complete  English  printed  Bible  was  produced  in  1535  by  Miles 
Coverdale,  somewhat  less  of  a  scholar,  who  was  content  to  accept  the  Vulgate 
text  a$  correded  by  Luther,  'Tyndale,  and  other  reformers.  Then  for  a  few  years 
English  Bibles  came  thick  and  fast  as  "publishers  rivaled  one  another  in  striving 
to  satisfy  the  popular  demand:  in  1537  a  re-editing  of  Coverdale  ly  "Thomas 
Matthew,"  supposed  to  have  ken  the  reformer,  John  Rcgers;  in  1539  a  re-editing 
of  Matthew  by  Richard  Taverner;  and  in  the  same  year  another  re-editing  of 
Coverdale  ly  Coverdale  himself  in  a  sumptuous  folio  edition  known  as  the 
"Great  Bible,"  from  which  the  translation  of  the  Psalms  was  taken  into  the 
liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England  as  the  Psalter,  which  is  still  a  part  of  the 
Anglican  and  American  Episcopal  prayerbooks. 

Once  more  the  ruling  classes  awoke  to  the  revolutionary  implications  of  the 
Bible,  and  in  1543  a  law  was  passed  that  "no  woman  (unless  she  be  noble  or 
gentle  woman),  no  artificers,  apprentices,  servingmen  under  the  degree  of  yeo~ 
men  .  .  ,  husbandmen.,  or  laborers"  be  allowed  to  peruse  this  radical  litera- 
ture. With  the  persecution  of  the  reformers  under  Queen  Mary  the  new  trans- 
lators were  either  executed,  as  was  Rogers,  or  fled  to  the  Continent,  as  did 
Coverdale, 

Gathering  in  Geneva,  the  exiles  continued  their  labors  of  which  the  jirst 
produd  was  a  translation  of  the  Kew  Testament  by  Coverdale  and  William 
Whittwgliam,  followed  in  1560  by  a  translation  of  the  whole  "Bible  by  Whit- 
tinghaw,  Anthony  Gilby,  Thomas  Sampson,  and  others.  This  edition,  called 
the  Geneva  Bible,  made  use  of  the  latest  results  of  Hebrew  and  classical  scholar- 
ship but  was  derisively  known  as  "the  Breeches  Bible"  from  its  rendering  of 
Genesis  3;  7— "They  sewed  jig  leaves  together  and  made  themselves  breeches." 

The  accession  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  the  re-establishwent  of  the  Church  of 
England  brought  the  reformers  home  and  led  to  the  publication  in  1568  of  the 
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"Bishop*  Bible/'  which  was,  however,  little  wore  than  a  revision  of  the 
Geneva  Bible.  It  was  now  the  turn  of  the  Rowan  Catholics  to  seek  the  Con- 
tinent, where  one  of  their  best  scholars }  Gregory  Martin ,  made  a  translation  of 
the  Vulgate  which  was  called,  the  Douai  Bible  from  its  -place  of  publication  in 
1609-10,  and  is  the  one  still  used,  by  the  Catholic  Church.  Its  strongly 
Latinized  vocabulary  and  literal  fidelity  to  its  source  make  it  greatly  inferior 
to  the  Authorized  Version  from  the  literary  point  of  view. 

The  latter,  the  masterpiece  of  all  translations  in  world  literature ,  grew  out 
of  a  plm  presented  by  the  scholar  Icing,  James  the  First,  to  a  conference  of  High 
and  Low  Church  parties  summoned  by  him  in  1604-  "Learned  men  to  the 
number  of  four  and  fifty"  were  appointed  to  accomplish  the  task,  chief  among 
them  that  Lancelot  Andreses  recently  celebrated  by  T.  S.  Eliot,  who  was 
familiar  with  fifteen  languages.  The  Bishops'  Bible  was  taken  as  the  immediate 
basis  but  Tyndale's,  Matthews',  Coverdale's,  and  Whittinghaw's  translations 
wen  also  used,  all  with  constant  reference  to  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  sources. 
The  translators  deliberately  adopted  the  principle  of  striving  to  reproduce  the 
meaning  and  spirit  of  the  original  rather  than  to  produce  a  literal  word^by^word 
rendering,  and  they  devoted  great  attention  to  values  of  euphony  and  rhythm; 
that  is  to  say,  they  were  not  only  scholars  but  conscious  literary  craftsmen. 

In  the  words  of  one  of  them.  Dr.  Miles  Smith,  "The  worke  .  .  .  cost 
the  workeraen,  as  light  as  it  seemeth,  the  paines  of  twise  seven  times  seventie 
two  days  and  more."  An  additional  period  of  nine  months  was  consumed  in 
seeing  the  book  through  the  press.  Thus,  all  told,  the  production  took  about 
three  and  a  half  years — -a  remarkably  short  time  considering  the  magnitude  of 
the  work  and  the  magnijicence  of  the  result. 

For  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  men  were  entirely  satisjied  with  the  King 
James  Version,  aside  from  minute  changes  here  and  there  which  were  introduced 
in  later  reprintings,  but  during  the  mid-nineteenth  century  such  progress  was 
made  in  Hebrew  and  classical  scholarship  that  by  1870  a  wore  accurate  trans- 
lation seemed  called  for.  In  that  year  the  Convocation  of  Canterbury  appointed 
a  body  of  Anglican  clergymen  to  undertake  the  task;  in  addition,  other  de- 
nominations  were  asked  to  assist,  and  American  participation  was  invited,  so 
that  the  Revised  Version  might  stand  as  the  Protestant  Bible  oj  the  English" 
speaking  world.  Enthusiastic  co-operation  was  given  Jrom  all  sides,  and  the 
work  was  carried  on  with  the  most  painstaking  thoroughness.  The  New  Testa- 
ment appeared  in  1881,  the  Old  Testament  in  1884,  and  the  Apocrypha,  as  a 
kind  of  supplement,  in  1895. 

The  immediate  read-ion  was  one  of  disappointment,  particularly  with  the  ver- 
sion of  the  New  Testament.  In  the  case  of  the  Old  Testament,  generations  of 
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Jewish  scholars  from  the  time  of  Ezra  on  Jmd  -produced  by  the  second  century 
A.D.  something  like  a  generally  accepted  text  which  was  further  -perfected  by 
the  Jewish  school  of  Masoretic  textual  critics  between  the  si^th  and  eighth  cen- 
turies A.D.;  but  with  the  ]\[cw  Testament  there  was  a  great  variety  of  available 
texts,  and  the  choice  between  them,  and  between  different  renderings  of  them, 
being  made  by  majority  vote,  was  not  always  either  consistent  or  judicious. 
Furthermore,  the  translators  decided  always  to  translate  the  same  Greek  word 
by  the  same  English  word  regardless  of  context,  which  made  many  -passages  awk- 
ward or  obscure.  While  the  greater  accuracy  of  the  Revised  Version,  especially 
in  the  instances  of  Job  and  Ecclcsiastes,  has  caused  it  to  be  -preferred  by  scholars, 
its  stylistic  inferiority  has  prevented  it  from  displacing  the  Authorised  Version 
in  the  affedions  of  most  readers  of  the  "Bible. 

Of  recent  attempts  avowedly  to  modernize  the  style  in  the  interest  of  still 
further  accuracy  the  most  important  is  the  admirable  "Short  Bible"  edited  by 
Professors  Edgar  J.  Goodspeed  and  J.  M.  Powis  Smith  and  published  by  the 
University  oj  Chicago  Press  in  1933.  A  scholar's  edition  of  the  whole  Bible 
with  all  sections  retranslated,  annotated,  and  placed!  in  their  correfl  historical 
setting  still  remains  to  be  satis/airily  achieved. 

As  far  as  literary  value  is  concerned,  however,  the  King  James  Version,  pro- 
duced when  the  language  was  younger  and  more  flexible,  is  unlikely  ever  to  be 
superseded.  Its  position  as  a  world  classic  seems  to  be  as  secure  as  that  o/ Homer, 
Dante,  or  Shakespeare,  and  it  is  the  only  translation  in  all  literature  ojf  which 
that  can  be  said. 
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A  NOTE  ABOUT  THE  DESIGN 
AND  PRODUCTION  OF  THIS  BOOK 

THE  BIBLE  DESIGNED  TO  BE  READ  AS  LIVING  LITERATURE  15  Set   in   l^ 

point  Deepdene,  a  contemporary  American  book/ace  d^^^  ty  W.  Frederic  Goudy 
for  the  Lanston  Monotype  Company,  Philadelphia,  P<**  Many  of  the  chambers 
We  ken  recut  and  refitted  /or  the  special  purposes  of  this  text. 

Of  this  /ace,  Mr.  Kent  EX  Curne  has  said,  "The  outstanding  cbraflcristic 
o/  Deepdene  is  its  acid,  'typey'  quality.  The  letters  seem  to  have  km  cut  direct 
rather  than  interpreted  /row  drawings,  and  while  all  of  Mr.  Gaudy's  types  bve 
been  singularly  /ree  o/  machine-like  regularity,  there  are  ctool  marks'  and  'ac- 
cidents' to  Deepdene  that  contribute  greatly  to  its  charafler.  The  roman  composes 
delight/nlly  in  an  even,  warm  gray  color.  The  effcd  as  a  whole  is  regular  and 
well-ordered,  but  the  variety  among  the  individual  letters  speeds  the  eye  and 
avoids  monotony  with  charm.  Deepdene  is  perhaps  the  most  bookish  face  Mr. 
Goudy  has  yet  created,  yet  it  has  more  'interest'— color,  movement,  tjuaintness— 
than  any  standard  book  /ace  that  comes  to  wind.  He  has  been  fortunate  in  securing 
a  high  degree  of  legibility,  for  Deepdene  makes  easy  reading,  whether  it  be  a  para- 
graph or  a  hundred  pages.  The  italic  is  of  special  interest;  it  has  wore  sprighlli- 
ness  and  vigor  than  any  italic  hitherto  available  to  every  printer.  It  agrees  admi- 
rably with  the  roman  in  color  and  will  make  a  delightful  page  of  itself.  „  .  , 
Deepdene  is  brilliant  and  vigorous.  It  seems  to  lend  spirit  fo  the  very  words 
themselves;  it  inspires  reading,  just  as  wepre/er  lively  adult  penmanship  ft)  regu- 
lar, schoolboy  script/' 

The  tCXt  of  THE  BIBLE  DESIGNED  TO  BE  READ  AS  LIVING  UTKRATURK  of* 

/ered  a  special  problem  in  design  in  that  it  called  for  the  setting  of  prase,  wsc, 
drama,  and  letters.  Typographic  and  produdion  problems  were  naturally  inter 
woven  with  many  problems  of  editorial  seleflion,  arrangement,  and  prweutatuw, 
as  explained  in  the  Editor's  introduction.  The  Deepdene  rowan,  italic,  and  small 
caps  were  used  in  various  ways  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  tat,,  Tfu*  double 
title  page  was  evolved  as  a  means  of  handling  the  long  descriptive  copy;  tfu*  Ji.r 
play  lines  on  the  main  title  page  were  hand" lettered  in  a  style  ffiaf  liarwontftw 
with  the  tea:t/ace  and  at  the  same  time  is  in  keeping  with  the  f  radii  uw  i*>tabii,s|iaJ 
by  centuries  of  Bible  publication. 

The  composition,  printing,  and  binding  o/this  book  were  done  by  The  I  IaJJ«n 
Craftsmen,  Camden,  Hew  Jersey.  The  paper,  a  cream,  limhnarkai  sheet,  ttus 
supplied  by  Perkins  and  Sfluier  Company,  J^ew  York  City. 

The  general  /ormat  was  designed  by  Philip  Van  Dorm 
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